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Subject. 


A. 

Abeli,  in  relation  to  the  island  of  Santa  Cruz,  on  the  coast  of  Califor- 
nia. Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  communicating 
a  copy  of  an  agreement  with  Alexander 

Academy  at  Annapolis,  Md.  Report  of  the  board  of  examiners  in 
relation  to  the  naval 

Academy  at  West  Point  for  the  year  1851.  Report  of  the  board  of 
visitors  to  the  military. 

Academy  at  West  Point,  with  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  thereof. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  a  proposed  in- 
crease of  the  number  of  cadets  and  change  in  the  course  of 
instruction  at  the  military 

AccQunta  of  disbursing  officers  unsettled  in  the  office  of  Third  Audi- 
tor of  the  Treasury  during  the  years  1849,  1850  and  1851. 
Statement  of  the  number  of 

Agents  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt.  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  employing 

Agriculture  for  1851.    Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  P^lX^xA.'&vw^- 
lation  to , 
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INDEX. 


Subject. 


British  government  in  relation  to  the  attack  on  the  American  steamer 
Promethens,  by  the  British  brig-of-war  Express.    Correspond- 
ence with  the 

British  possessions  in  North  America.  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  communicating  information  in  regard  to 
the  fisheries  on  the  coasts  of  the 

British  North  American  colonies.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  relation  to  the  trade  of  the 

British  navy  available  for  war  purposes;  showing  their  class,  power, 
and  whether  in  commission,  ordinary,  fitting  or  building.  List 
of  steam  vessels  in  the 

Buildings  and  grounds.  Views  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in 
relation  to  the  public 

Bureau  of  Construction,  Equipment  and  Repair.  Report  and  detailed 
estimates  of  the  chief  of  the 

Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography,  including  hydrographic  office, 
naval  observatory  and  naval  academy 

Bureau  of  Navy-yards  and  Docks.  Report  and  detailed  estiniates  of 
the  chief  of  the 

Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing.  Report  and  detailed  estimates 
of  the  chief  of  the 

Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.  Report  and  detailed  esiimates  of 
the  chief  of  the < 


Page. 


C. 


Cadets,  and  a  change  iu  the  course  of  instruction  at  the  military 
academy,  with  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  thereof.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  a  proposed  increase  of 
the  number  of ■. 

California.  Report  of  General  P.  F.  Smith.  Letter  from  Governor 
McDougal,  with  reply  of  Secretary  of  War,  and  instructions 
from  Secretary  of  War  to  General  Hitchcock  in  relation  to 
military  and  Indian  affairs  in 

California.  Instructions  given  to  the  commissioners  under  the  act 
to  ascertain  and  settle  the  private  land  claims  in 

California.  Report  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  rela- 
tion fo  the  establishment  of  a  depository  of  the  Treasury  in  the 
State  of. * 

Catifomia.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  a  dry 
dock  in 

California,  by  Captaii;  St.  Lucas.    Reconnaissance  of  the  coast  of . . . . 

Canada  and  other  British  provinces  near  the  frontier.  Views  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  reciprocal  trade 
between  the  United  States  and 

Canada,  expressive  of  its  satisfaction  for  the  donations  made  by  Con- 
gress and  the  legislatures  of  Vermont  and  New  York  in  aid  of 
the  reconstniction  of  the  library  of  the  Canadian  Parliament. 
Resolution  of  the  legislative  council  of 

Canal  to  unite  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans.  Despatch 
from  Mr.  Niles,  late  charge  d'affaires  to  Sardinia,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  ship 

Canal.    Correspondence  in  relation  to  the  Louisville  and  Portland.. . . 

Canal  across  the  peninsula  of  Florida,  &c.  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  on  the  practicability,  &c.,  of  a  ship 

Canal  across  the  peninsula  of  Florida.  Report  of  Colonel  Abort  of 
the  topographical  engineers  in  relation  to  the  construction 
of  a .^ 

Canal  or  railroad  acro^  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec.  Correspond- 
ence between  the  United  States  and  Mexican  governments  in 
relation  to  the  right  of  way  for  a 
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INDEX. 


Sabject. 


€apitol  of  the  United  States.  Yiews  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  enlargement  of  the 

<^ipitol,  showing  the  progress  and  condition  of  the  werk  thereon. 
Report  of  the  architect  of  the  extension  of  the 

Capitol.    Report  of  the  architect  of  the  extension  of  the 

Capitol.  Suggestions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  relation  to 
the  extension  of  the 

Census.    Statement  of  certain  expenditures  on  account  of  the  seventh 

Census.  Recommendation  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
appropriations  to  be  made  for  completing  the  classifications^ 
&c.y  of  the  seventh 

Census,  with  statements  relating  to  population,  agriculture,  manu- 
factures, &c.    Report  of  the  superintendent  of  the 

Census,  in  relation  to  the  plan  adopted  in  prefMiring  the  census 
returns.    Report  of  the  superintendent  of  the  seventh 

Census.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inteiior  in  relation  to  the.  . . 

Cerro  Grordo,  in  Mexico,  made  by  Greneral  Pillow  to  General  Scott. 
Supplemental  report  of  the  battle  of 

Cherokees.    (See  Indians,) 

China.  Views  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to 
the  compensation  of  a  commissioner  to 

China.  Copy  of  a  despatch  A*om  Mr.  Parker,  commissioner  ad 
interim  of  the  United  States,  at  Canton,  together  with  certain 
mies  and  regulations  proposed  for  masters,  officers  and  seamen 
of  United  States  vessels  at  the  free  ports  of 

China  and  Japan  seas.  Report  in  relation  to  the  expediency  of  a 
reconnaissance  of  the  routes  of  navigation  in  the  northern 

Clerks  employed  in  that  department,  and  the  officers  belonging 
thereto.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  communi- 
cating the  names,  compensation,  &c.,  of  the 

Cleiks  employed  in  his  office.  Report  of  the  Attorney-General,  com- 
municating the  names,  compensation,  &c.,  of  the 

Clerks  employed  in  the  Department  of  State.  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  relation  to  the 

Clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in  the  State  Department  during 
the  year  1851 ,  and  the  amount  paid  to  each.    List  of 

Clerks  in  the  several  departments.  Report  of  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Treasury,  Interior,  War,  Navy,  and  of  the  Postmaster  Greneral, 
in  relation  to  the  examination,  promotion,  classification  and 
compensation  of 

Clerks  in  the  severid  departments.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
in  relation  to  the  classification  and  compensation  of. . . . 

Clerks  and  offices  of  First,  Second,  Fourth  and  Fifth  Auditors, 
Register,  First  Comptroller,  (Commissioner  of  Customs,  So- 
licitor and  Treasurer,  belonging  to  that  department.  List  of 
names,  compensation,  &c.,  of  the 

Clerks  in  that  department  and  its  bureaus.  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  with  lists  of  the  names,  compensation,  &c.,  of  the 

Clerks  in  that  department  and  its  bureaus.  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  communicating  the  names,  compensation,  &c., 
of  the 

ClerlLS  in  the  Post  Office  Department.  Report  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  communicating  a  list  of  names  and  compensation  of 
the 

Coals  at  the  Navy  Yard  at  Washington.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  with  a  report  of  Engineer  Ellis  and  other  officers,  of 
a  test  of  the  relative  merits  of  certain 

Coal  now  used  by  the  navy  of  the  United  States  and  the  cost  of  the 
several  kinds  per  ton  in  the  different  ports  in  the  China  seas. 
Report  of  W.  B.  Shubrick,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construc- 
tion, ^&c.,  with  a  report  of  Charles  B.  Stuart,  engineer-in-chief, 
in  relation  to  the  qualities  of  the  several  species  of. 

Coals.  Report  of  the  engineer-in-chief  of  the  navy  on  the  com^«x^\^ ^ 
value  of  anthracite  and  bituminous •,»%•.»...%.»%.* 
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Subject. 


6M§t  of  Oalifbrnia,  by  Captain  St.  Lncaa.    Reconoaissance  of  the.  . . 

Goasl  surrey  for  1861.    Report  of  the  superinteDdeDt  of  the 

CelMer,  late  collector  of  the  customs  at  Sao  Francisco.  Report  of 
Hie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  a  statement  of  the  com- 
■iissioner  of  customs,  showing  the  amount  of  revenue  collected 
hj  James^ 

Colorado  river,  by  Lieutenant  Derby.  Report  ot  a  reconnaissance  of 
ttie  Gulf  of  California  and  the 

€oflomerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  ending 
June  80, 1651.    Report  of  the. 

CoMmerco  of  the  United  States,  with  the  value  of  exports  to  and 
imports  from  each  foreign  country,  and  the  tonnage  of  American 
and  foreign  vessels  arriving  from  and  departing  to  each  foreign 
country.    Statistical  view  of  the 

C«Hiiierce  of  each  State  and  Territory  during  the  year  1851.  State- 
ment of  the . .  / , , 

Ctmmercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
North  American  provinces.  Correspondence  with  Sir  H.  L. 
Bnlwer,  minister  of  Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  the  establish- 
ment of. 

Comslssary  General's  department  of  the  army  during  the  year  1851, 
with  an  estimate  for  the  subsistence  of  the  army  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June,  SO,  1853.    Report  of  the  operations  of  the. . 

Commissioner  to  China.    (See  China.) 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  office.    Annual  report  of  the 

Commission  to  survey  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico.    Progress  of  the  joint 

Commission  to  revise  the  public  statutes  of  the  United  States  recom- 
mended by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The  appoint- 
ment of  a 

Commission  to  settle  private  claims  recommended  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States.    The  establishment  of  a 

Commissioner  of  Pensions  for  1851 .    Annual  report  of  the 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  for  1851 .    Annual  report  of  the 

Commissioners  on  claims  against  Mexico.    Report  of  the  board  of. . . . 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  with  copies  of  communications  re- 
ceived fh>m  the  agents  of  the  department  in  California  in  rela- 
tion to  debts  contracted  by  them.    Letter  from  the 

Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  accounts  of  officers  of 
the  federal  courts  of  the  United  States.    Report  of  the  acting. . 

Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  expenses  of  the  federal 
courts  of  the  United  States.    Report  of  the 

Condensers.     {See  Marine  Condensers;  aXso  Marine  Engines.) 

Construction  equipment,  and  repair.  Report  with  estimates  of  the 
bureau  of. 

Contingent  expenditures.    (Sec  Expenditures.) 

Contracts  made  under  the  authority  of  the  War  Department  during 
the  year  1851.    Statement  of. 

Contracts  made  under  the  authority  of  the  Treasury  Department 
during  the  year  1851.    Statement  of. 

Contracts  for  the  construction  of  dry  docks,  basins  and  railways  at 
Kittery,  Philadelphia  and  Pensacola,  and  for  a  floating  sec- 
tional dock  at  San  Francisco.    Copies  of. 

Contracts  made  with  officers  of  the  army  to  furnish  supplies  to  the 
government.    Report  in  relation  to 

Contracts  for  light-houses  authorized  to  be  erected  by  Congress  ou 
the  Pacific  coast.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
relation  to 

Comrls  of  the  United  States.    Report  of  the  acting  comptroller  in  re- 
lation to  the  accounts  of  officers  of  the  federal 

Courts  of  the  United  States.  Report  of  the  comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury in  relation  to  the  expenses  of  the 
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Snbject. 


Yol. 


Greek  Isdianp.    (See  Indiana.) 

Ooha  Id  Angnst  1861.    Views  of  ibo  Freetdent  of  the  United  SUtes 

in  relfttion  to  the  inTasion  of  the  island  of , . . . 

Ovba.    Correspondence  in  relation  to  the  apprehended  inyasion  of 

ftie  island  of 

€«ba.    Correspondence  with  the  diplomatic  agents  of  France  and 

Bngland  in  relation  to  the  apprehended  invasion  of  the  island 


9«Va  and  Porto  Rico.  Report  on  the  expediency  of  repealing  or 
modifying  the  act  concerning  tonnage  dHty  on  Spanish  vessels 
liading  l^tween  the  United  States  and  the  islands  of 


D. 


Debt.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  in  relation  to  the 
employment  of  agents  to  pay  the  interest  on  Uie  public 

Debte  and  liabilities  incurred  by  agents  of  the  Indian  Department  in 
California,  statement  of 

De  Haven's  report  of  the  expedition  to  the  Arctic  seaa  in  search  of 
Sir  John  Franklin.    Lleotenant 

Bepoflitary  of  the  Treasury  in  California.  Report  of  the  acting  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  a. . . . 

Depets  for  the  preservation  of  gunpowder  belonging  to  the  United 
States.    Report  on  the  necessity  of  establishing  suitable 

Derby's  report  of  a  reconnaissance  of  the  Gulf  of  California  and  Colo- 
rado river.    Lieutenant 

Derby's  report  in  relation  to  the  Tulares  valley.    Lieutenant 

Dipk>matic  salaries.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  with  corres- 
pondence on  the  expediency  of  adopting  a  graduated  scale  of. 

District  of  Columbia.  Views  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  rela- 
tion to  public  improvements  in  the 

Docks,  &c.,  at  Kittery,  Philadelphia  and  Pensacola,  and  for  a  floating 
sectional  dock  at  San  Francisco.  Copies  of  contracts  for  the 
construction  of  dry 

Dook  in  California.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation 
to  a. i 

D17  docks.     (Sec  DoeJis.) 

Daties  iUegally  exacted.  Statement  of  the  sums  of  money  paid  to 
persons  claiming  the  same,  under  the  act  of  August  8,  1846,  as 

Duty  oB  Spanish  vessels  trading  between  the  United  States  and  the 
.  island  of  Cuba.  Report  on  the  expediency  of  repealing  or 
Modifying  the  act  eonceming  tonnage 


£. 


Bastera  Asia.  Correspondence  in  relation  to  the  mission  of  Hr. 
Balastier  to 

Seet^magnetism  as  a  motive  power  in  mechanics.  Report  of  Pro- 
fessor Page  in  relation  to  his  experiments  on  the  application  of 

£nih*i0e,  of  losses  caused  to  steam  vessels  employed  on  the  Western 
patera  by  fire,  collisions,  snags,  &c.  Statements  aiphabeti- 
•ally  prepared  by  Davis 

}lagiBeers  in  relation  to  the  condition,  &c.,  of  the  fortifications  and 
military  establishments  with  that  department.  Annual  report 
of  the  colonel  of. 

XngiDeers  for  the  year  1851,  with  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  SO,  1852.  Report  of  the  operations  of  tiie  corps  of  Topo- 
graphical  
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Subject. 


Engineers,  with  a  report  from  Captain  Hardcastle  in  relation  to  dirert- 
ing  the  San  Diego  river  into  False  bay,  &c.  Letter  of  Col. 
Abert,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Topographical 

Estimates  for  fortifications,  &c.,  by  the  engineer  department  for  the 
year  1852 

Estimates  for  the  prosecution  of  wqrks  in  charge  of  Bureau  of  Topo- 
graphical Engineers  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  80, 1858, 
embracing,  rivers,  harbors,  roads,  light-houses,  fVontier  de- 
fences, &c 

Estimates  for  the  Greneral  Land  Office  and  surveying  department 
thereof  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  80, 1858 

Estimates  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures for  the  year  ending  June  80, 1852 

Estimate  of  the  sum  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  commence- 
ment of  the  fortifications  at  San  Francisco 

Estimate  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Post  OflSce  Department. . 

Estimates  for  the  construction  of  a  road  fVom  St.  Louis  to  the  Big 
Bend  of  the  Red  river 

Estimates  in  detail  for  the  office  of  Secretary  of  th^  Navy  and  report 
of  Lieutenant  Davis,  superintendent  of  the  Nautical  Almanac. . 

Estimates  in  detail  of  the  ^bief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construetion,  Equip- 
ment and  Repair 

Estimates  in  detail  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hy- 
drography, including  Hydrographic  Office,  Naval  Observatory 
and  Naval  Academy 

Estimates  in  detail  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Navy  Yards  and 
Docks 

Estimates  in  detail  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and 
Clothing 

Estimates  in  detail  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 


gery. 


Estimates  in  detail  fVom  the  Pay  and  Quartermasters  of  the  corps. . . . 

Estimates  in  the  aggregate  for  navy  proper,  marine  corps,  special 
objects,  improvement  and  repairs  of  navy  yards,  hospitals  and 
magazines * I 

Estimate  in  general,  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  seve- 
ral bureaus  of  the  department 

Estimate  in  general,  southwest  executive  building 

Estimate  in  general  for  the  support  of  the  navy 

Estimate  in  general  for  the  support  of  the  marine  corps 

Estimate  in  general  for  special  objects  under  the  control  of  the  Navy 
Department .' 

Estimates  of  the  Department  of  .the  Interior 

Expenditures  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  under  their  several  heads 
for  the  year  ending  June  80, 1851.    Statement  of  teceipts  and. . 

Expenditures  at  the  National  Armories  in  1851.    Report  of  the 

Expenditures  from  the  appropriations  for  contingencies  of  the  offices 
and  bureaus  of  the  War  Department,  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1851.    Statements  of.^ 

Expenditures  on  account  of  customs,  public  lands,  and  other  sources, 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  80, 1851.  Statement  of  re- 
ceipts and 

Expenditures  for  contingencies  of  the  military  establishment  during 
the  year  1851.    Statement  of . .  .*. 

Expenditures  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  for  the  quarter  ending 
September  80, 1851 .    Statement  of  receipts  and ..% 

Expenditures  for  the  service  of  the  State  Department,  including  foreign 
missions,  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1851.  Statement  of  con. 
tingent 

Expenditures  on  account  of  the  seventh  census.    Statement  of. 

Expenditures  under  the  head  of  contingent  expenses,  as  settled  at  the 
office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  Department,  for  the 
year  ending  Juno  80, 1851.    Statement  of. 
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Subject. 


mses  of  the  judiciary.  Views  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in 
relation  to  the 

Bzported  during  the  year  ending  June  SO,  1851.  General  and  sum- 
mary statements  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  of  the  growth, 
produce  and  manufii^ture  of  the  United  States 

&q>orted  from  the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  June  80, 1851. 
Greneral  and  summary  statements  of  goods,  wares  and  merchant 
diee  of  the  growth,  produce  and  manufacture  of  foreign  coun- 
tries  

Xzports  to  and  imports  from  each  foreign  countr>',  with  the  tonnage  of 
yessels,  &c.,  during  the  year  1851.    Statistical  views*  of 


F. 


Vol 


2 
16 

16 

16 


Fie  bill.  Recommendation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  for 
the  establishment  of  an  uniform 

niances.  Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  state 
of the 

Fire  arms  belonging  to  the  United  States.  Statement  showing  the 
number  of 

Fiscal  affairs  of  the  government.  Views  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the 

Fisheries  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  &c.  Letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  calling  for  infor- 
mation respecting  the  free  eiy6ymcnt  of  the  British  North  Amer- 
ican 

Fisheries  on  the  coasts  of  the  British  possessions  in  North  America. 
Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  communicating 
information  in  regard  to  the 

Fisheries  from  1815  to  1851.  Comparative  view  of  the  registered  and 
enrolled  tonnage  of  the  United  States,  showing  the  tonnage  em- 
ployed in  the  whale  fishery;  also,  the  proportion  of  the  enrolled 
and  licensed  tonnage  employed  in  the  coasting  trade,  cod,  mack- 
erel, and  whale : < 

Floating  docks.    (See  Docks,) 

Florida.  Letter  from  Governor  Brown  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
reply ;  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  and  reply  ;  and  order  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Cap- 
tain Casey  in  relation  to  Indian  affairs  in 

Florida.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  practicabil- 
ity of  constructing  a  ship  canal  across  the  peninsula  of , 

Florida.  Report  of  Colonel  Abert,  of  the  Topographical  bureau,  in  re- 
lation to  the  construction  of  a  canal  across  the  peninsula  of. .... . 

Foreign  vessels.     (See  Vessels,) 

Fortifications  of  San  Francisco.  Estimate  of  the  amount  of  money  ne- 
cessary to  be  appropriated  for  the  commencement  of  the , 

Fortifications  and  military  establishments  connected  therewith.  Report 
on  the  condition,  &c.,  of  the 

Fortifications;    Report  in  relation  to  the  armament  of. 

Fourth  Auditor.    (See  Atuiitor.) 

France.  Correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
American  minister  at  Paris,  in  relation  to  the  late  political  occur- 
rences in 

Franklm.  Recommendation  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
grant  extra  pay,  &c.,  to  the  officers  and  men  under  Lieutenant 
De  Haven,  who  served  in  the  late  expedition  in  seaich  of  Sir 
John 

Frauds  upon  the  revenue  by  false  invoices  and  undervaluations.  Infor- 
mation communicated  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
relation  to j 

French  republic,  of  the  trust  as  arbiter,  in  the  case  of  th^  bx\%Qi«6\SL.  ^ 
Armstrong.    Acceptance  by  the  Ptesident  ot  \^q  ,..«.«..%..««*> 
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Subject. 


Frenck  republic  and  Great  BritaJn,  in  relation  of  the  apprehended  in- 
yasion  of  the  Island  of  Cuba.  Intervention  of  the  governments 
•f  the 

FflLgiiiTes  from  labor  and  the  obligation  to  enforce  them.  Views  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  laws  of 
Congress  authorizing  ttie  return  of 

Funds  ID  the  treasury  at  the  close  of  the  last  four  fiscal  years,  and  a 
eomparative  statement  of  balances,  kc.  Statement  of  the 
aaaount  of  trust 

G. 

CNkrdiDer  claim.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  answer  to  a  res- 
olution of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the 

General  Armstrong.  Announcement  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  that  the  President  of  the  French  republic  has  accepted 
the  trust  as  arbiter  in  the  case  of  the '. 

G«neral-in-chief  of  the  army,  showing  its  organisation,  returns,  dis- 
tribution of  the  troops  within  the  eastern,  western  and  Pacific 
divisions,  and  number  of  recruits  enlisted  during  the  year  end- 
ing September  80,  1851 .    Annual  report  of  the 

Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  an  apprehended  invasion  of  the  Island  of 
Cuba.    Intervention  of  the  governments  of  France  and 

GM  of  California  and  the  Colorado  river,  by  Lieutenant  Derby.  Re- 
port of  a  reconnaissance  of  the 

Gunpowder  belonging  to  the  United  States.  Report  of  Col.  Craig, 
of  the  Ordnance  department,  on  the  necessity  of  eslablisliing 
suitable  depots  for  the  preservation  of 

Gwin,  chairman  of  the  Senate  committee  on  Naval  Afikirs,  with  a  re- 
port of  Col.  Abert,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Topographical  Engi- 
neers, containing  a  communication  from  Captain  Ilardcastle, 
#ne  of  the  ofiiccrs  connected  with  the  Mexican  boundary  com- 
mission, on  the  subject  of  diverting  the  river  San  Diego  into 
False  Bay,  &c.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Hon. 
W.  M 

H. 

HarbOES  and  rivers.  Recommendations  and  views  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of. 

HospHals  at  Louisville,  Paducah  and  Natchez.  Reports  of  the  opera- 
lions,  &c.,  at  the  marine 

nospital  fund.  Statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  ma- 
rine   

Hospital  at  Memphis.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
relation  to  the  establishment  of  a  marine 

Hospitals  of  the  United  States  lor  other  purposes  than  the  relief  of 
Bick  and  disabled  seamen.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  ef  the 
Treasury  in  answer  to  a  call  for  information  respecting  the  use 
if  the  marine 

Hvlsenan,  late  charge  d^addires  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  on  the 
•ccasion  of  his  withdrawal  from  his  ollicial  relations.  Corres- 
pondence with  Mr 

I. 

Inaported  into  the  United  States  in  American  and  foreign  vessels 
during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1851.  General  and  summary 
statements  of  goor^s,  wares  and  merchandise '. 

Imports  into  New  York  from  January  1  to  June  SO,  1861,  the  pro- 
duce and  manufacture  of  the  German  Zoll-verein,  Austria, 
Hanover  and  Switzerland,  included  in  the  importations  from 
the  Hanseatic  towns,  Holland,  France,  Belgium  and  England, 
^m-iug  the  year  1851 .    Statement  of  the  val«e  of 
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Sabject. 


Imports  indirect  into  New  York  (torn  Jaiaary  1,  to  Jane  30,  1851. 
Snoimary  statement  of  the  valuo  of 

Indians  in  Mexico  and  California.    Depredations  of 

Indian  affairs  for  1851.    Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of. 

Indian  affairs  and  John  £.  and  Amos  Kendall  and  others,  in  relation 
to  their  claims  against  the  Western  Cherokee  Indians.  Corres- 
pondence between  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  Commis- 
sioner of 

Indians.  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affturs  in  relation  to 
an  amoant  due  the  St.  Regis 

Indian  agents  in  California.  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  relative  to  debts  contracted  by 

Indians  for  losses  daring  the  las^t  war  with  Groat  Britain.  Report  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  in  relation  to  a  liquidated 
balance  due  the  Creek 

lodian  Affairs  with  copies  of  communications  received  from  the  agents 
of  the  department  in  California,  in  relation  to  debta  contracted 
by  them.    Report  of  the  Commissioner  of. 

Indian  fldOTairs.  Suggestions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inteiior  in  rela- 
tion to 

Intefest  on  the  public  debt.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry 
in  relation  to  employing  agents  to  pay  the 

Interior  for  the  year  1851 .    Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the .... 

Interior,  transmitting  the  report  of  the  snporintendent  of  the  coast  sur- 
Tey  for  the  year  1851.    Report  of  tho  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  with  statements  of  invalids,  widows  and  orphans  on  the  navy 
pension  rolls.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the y. 

Interior,  communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  plan  adopted 
in  preparing  the  census  returns.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the 

Interior,  communicating  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  the  com- 
missioners^ppointed  under  the  act  to  ascertain  and  settle  the 
private  land  claims  in  Califor&ia.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the 

Interior,  communicating  correspondence  with  persons  claiming  to  be 
creditors  of  the  Western  Cherokees.  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the 

Inteiior,  respecting  the  delay  in  making  the  appointment  of  the  re- 
presentatives in  the  thirty-third  Congress.  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the » 

Interior,  wiUi  statements  of  rejected  or  suspended  applications  for  pen- 
sions and  the  grounds  of  such  suspension  or  rejection.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  showing  balances  of  appropriations  for  the  service  of  that 
department  on  the  1st  of  July,  1850 ;  the  appropriations  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1851 ;  tho  re-payments  and  trans- 
fers, with  the  amounts  applicable  to  the  service  during  the 
same  period  and  the  amounts  drawn  fVom  the  treasury,  with 
8«ch  appiopriations  as  have  been  carried  to  the  surplus  fund 
on  the  1st  July,  1851.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  communicating  a  report  of  the  architect  of  the  extension  of 
the  Capitol.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Inleilor,  communicating  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian'  Af- 
fairs in  relation  to  an  amount  due  the  St.  Regis  Indians.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  communicating  a  copy  of  the  charges  preferred  against  the 
present  commissioner  appointed  to  run  and  mark  the  boun- 
dary line  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  communicating  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
relative  to  debts  contracted  by  Indian  agents  in  Galifomia. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
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Interior,  in  relation  to  a  liquidated  balance  due  the  Creek  Indians  for 
losses  daring  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the , 

Interior,  commnnicating  a  copy  of  an  agreement  entered  into  by  him 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  with  Alexander  G.  Abell,  in  re- 
lation to  the  island  of  Santa  Cruz,  on  the  coast  of  California. 
Beport  ofthe  Secretary  of  the ; , 

Interior,  in  answer  to  a  call  for  information  whether  any  steps  were 
taken  to  investigate  the  charges  preferred  by  Colonel  McCIeUan 
against  Mr.  Bartlett,  commissioner  to  run  and  mark  the  boun- 
dary between  the  United  States  and  Mexico.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  ofthe 

Interior,  communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  public  lands  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana.    Report  of  the  Secretary  ofthe 

Interior,  communicating  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  af- 
fairs, with  copies  of  communications  received  from  the  agents 
of  the  department  in  California,  in  relation  to  debts  contracted 
by  them.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  communicating  a  statement  of  certain  expenditures  for  and 
on  account  ofthe  seventh  census.  Report  ofthe  Secretary  of 
the 

Interior,  in  relation  to  the  printing,  binding  and  advertising  executed 
tor  or  by  order  of  that  Department.  Report  of  the  Secretary 
ofthe 

Interior,  communicating  the  names,  compensation,  &c.,  of  the  clerks 
in  that  department  and  the  offices  belonging  thereto.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  in  relation  to  the  Mexican  boundary  commission.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  ofthe 

Inventions  in  manufactures  and  the  arts  for  1851.  Report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Patent  Office  in  relation  to 

Iowa,  for  expenses  of  a  portion  of  the  militia  of  that  Territory'  called 
iito  service  during  the  autumn  of  1838.  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  with  a  letter  from  Adjutant  General  Jones,  in 

relation  to  the  claims  of  the  Territory  of 

Island  of  Santa  Cruz,  on  the  coast  of  California.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  conmiunicating  a  copy  of  an  agree- 
ment with  Alexander  G.  Abell,  in  relation  to  the 

Island  of  St.  Domingo.  Correspondence  of  R.  Walsh  with  the  De- 
partment of  State,  &c.,  while  acting  as  a  special  agent  of  the 
United  States  in  the 


J. 


Japan  seas.  Report  on  the  expediency  of  a  reconnoissance  of  the 
routes  of  navigation  in  the  Northern,  China  and 

Japan,  and  serving  to  illustrate  the  existing  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  that  empire.  Documents  relative  to  the 
empire  of. 

Judges  ofthe  United  States.  Statement  of  the  salaries  ofthe  several 
district 

Judicial  expenses.   Suggestions,  with  tabular  statement  in  relation  to 


K. 


Kendall  and  others,  creditors  ofthe  Western  Cherokee  Indians.  Cor- 
respondence between  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  and 
John  £.  and  Amos 

Kossuth  and  his  companions,  from  prison,  and  their  embarkation  on 
/board  the    U*  Ss  stG&m  frigate   Mississippi   for  the  United 
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States.  iDformation  by  tbe  President  of  the  United  States  of 
tbe  release  bj  the  goyemment  of  Turkey,  of  the  UungariaB 
fMitriots,  GoTemor 


L. 


Lakes.  Report  of  the  surveys,  &c.,  of  the  northern  and  northwestern 

Land  Office  for  1851.  Annual  Keport  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General 

Lands  in  Califtmia  and  Oregon.  Measures  adopted  for  commencing 
the  soryey  of. • 

Lands  sold,  and  of  receipts  therefor  durmg  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  80, 1851 .    Statement  of  public 

Lands  advertised  for  sale  in  1851 ;  the  quantities  of  which  plats  of 
survey  have  been  returned  to  the  General  Land  Office ;  the 
quantities  prepared  for  market  not  yet  advertised,  and  the 
probable  quantities  which  will  be  prepared  in  1852.  ISxhibit  of 
public 

Lands  advertised  for  sale  since  November  30, 1850,  showing  the  quan- 
lity  under  proclamation,  exclusive  of  school  lands.  Synopsis 
of. 

Land  States  and  Territories,  showing  the  amount  of  land  disposed  of, 
and  the  amount  undisposed  of  on  June  80, 1851.  Statement 
of  the  areas  of  the  several 

Lands  in  the  several  land  districts  (except  Illinois  and  Missouri) 
during  the  year  1851.  Reports  of  the  Surveyor  Generals  of 
the  surveys  of  the  public 

Laml  claims  in  California.  Copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  the 
conunissioners  appointed  under  the  act  to  ascertain  and  settle 
the  private 

Lands  sold  in  Louisiana;  purchase  money  received  therefor  from  1847 
to  1852;  incidental  expenses  for  the  same  period;  quantity 
located  with  Choctaw  scrip  and  military  bounty-land  warrants, 
and  the  quantity  selected  under  the  act  of  September  4, 1841 . 
Statement  showing  the  quantity  of  public 

Latimer,  a  captain  in  the  navy.  Proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry 
in  the  case  of  Wm.  K 

Life-boats  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States.  Disbursements  of  ap- 
propriations made  for  locating 

Light-houses.    Reports  with  estimates  in  relation  to 

Light-house  establishment  of  the  United  States.  Report  of  the  Light- 
house Board  of  Officers  on  the  condition  of  the 

Light-houses  authorized  to  be  erected  by  Congress  on  the  Pacific 
ocean.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to 
contracts  for 

Lobos  Islands,  parts  1  and  2.  Correspondence  between  the  govern- 
ments of  the  United  States  and  Peru,  in  relation  to  the 

Louisville  and  Portland  canal.    Correspondence  in  relation  to  the . . . . 


M. 


Mail  service  for  the  year  ending  June  80, 1851.  Tabular  statement 
of. 

Mail  routes,  contractors,  route  and  local  agents  and  mail  messengers 
at  the  close  of  the  contract  year  1851 .  Statement  of  the  num- 
ber of 

Mail  service  on  railroads  in  operation  Oct.  1,  )851.    Statement  of. . .. 

Mail  service  in  the  southern  section  for  1851.    Statement  of 

Mail  service  in  steamboats  in  operation  Oct.  1, 1851.    StaX^xsiQiiX.  ^\« « 

Mail  service  abroad,  in  operation  Oct.  1, 1851.    SlaXe;m«vi\.  ^i 
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Sabjeet. 


Mails  from  1842  to  1851,  ¥rith  the  amount  of  cost  per  mile.  Statement 

of  total  annual  transportation  and  cost  of. , 

Mail  transportation,  and  the  net  revenue  arising  from  postages  io  each 

State  and  Territory  for  the  year  ending  June  80, 186! , 

Mails  between  New  York  and  California  in  steam  ships.    Reports  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  and  Postmaster  General  in  relation 

to  contracts  for  the  tcansportation  of  the 

Marine  corps,  and  detailed  estimates  from  the  pay  and  quaiiermasters. 

of  the  corps.    Report  of  the  commandant  of  the 

Marine  of  the  United  States.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tfeasnry 

on  the  statistics  and  history  of  the  steam 

Marine  hospitals  at  LouisTille,  Paducah  and  Natches.    Report  ^n 

relation  to  the 

Msrlne  hospital  fund  for  the  year  1851.    Statement  of  receipts  and 

expenditures  of  the 

Marine  hospital  at  Memphis.  Letter  fVom  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  a 

Marine  hospitals  of  the  United  States  for  other  purposes  than  the  relief 
of  sick  and  disabltd  seamen.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  answer  to  a  call  for  information  relative  to  the  nae 

of  the 

Marine  condensers.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  answer 
to  a  reeplution  of  the  Senate  calling  for  the  report  ot  the  board 

on 

Mttioe  engines  with  fresh  water,  &e.    Report  o<  oommissioners  ap- 
pointed to  examine  condensers  for  supplying  the  boilers  of . . . . 
Medicine  and  Surgery.    Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  chief 

of  the  Bureau  of • 

Messages  from  the  President  ef  the  United  States.  (S«e  Fretidsm 
of  the  United  StatM.) 

Meteorological  obsenrations.    Letter  of  Prof.  Espy  in  relation  to 

Mexican  boundary.    Information  commiinicated  by  the  Secretary  of 

the  Interior  in  relation  to  the 

Mexican  boundary.  Copy  of  charges,  &c«,  preferred  against  John  R. 
Bartlett,  one  of  the  board  of  the  commission  to  run  and  mark 

the  line  of  the 

Mexican  governments  in  relation  to  the  right  of  way  for  a  canal  or 
raikoad  across  the  Isthmus  of  Tehaaiitepe«.    Correspondence 

between  the  United  States  and 

Meadcan  authorities,  of  Mr.  Rice,  U.  S.  consul  at  Acapnleo.  Corre- 
spondence in  relation  to  the  imprisonment,  by  tlse 

Mexican  boundary  commission.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior in  relation  to  the 

M^exican  government.  Information,  views  and  acts  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  recent  outbreak  of  the 

State  of  Tamaulipas,  in  the 

Mexico  against  the  incursions  of  the  savage  tribes  wiUiin  oor  bonier, 
under  the  treaty  engagements  with  that  government.  Difficul- 
ties suggested  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  protect- 
ing  

Mexico  nnder  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  acoempanied  by  a 
letter  ttom  Baring,  Brothers  &  Co.,  and  others.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  urging  an  early  appropriation  to  pay  the 

instalment  due  to 

Mttrico.    Report  of  the  board  of  commissioners  on  claims  against. . . . 
Mexico,  in  relation  to  the  commission  for  establishing  the  boundaries 
between  the  United  States  and  said  republic.    Letters  fh>m 
Mr.  Louis  de  la  Rosa,  minister,  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Gonsales  de  la 

Yega,  charge  d'affUires  ad  interim  of  the  republic  of 

Mexico  and  the  United  States.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
relation  to  charges  preferred  against  Mr.  Bartleti,  commissioner 
to  rmn  aitd  mark  the  boundary  line  between  the  repubUe  ef. . .« 
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Subject. 


Mexico  and  the  United  States.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  U. 
States,  in  relation  to  the  initial  point  in  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  republic  of. 

Military  academy.    (See  Academy.) 

Military  road.    (See  Road.) 

Militia  daring  the  year  ending  June  30, 1851.  Statements  of  the  ap- 
portionment and  distribution  of  arms,  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores  to  the 

Militia  of  the  United  States,  and  of  their  arms,  accoutrements  and 
ammunition.    Abstract  of  the  returns  of  the 

Military  academy  at  West  Point,  for  the  year  1851.  Report  of  the 
board  of  visiters  to  the 

Military  asylum  for  invalid  and  disabled  soldiers  of  the  United  States 
army.  Report  in  relation  to  the  execution  oi  the  act  to  found  a 

Minnesota,  during  the  year  ending  June  80,  1851.  Report  of  Lieut. 
Simpson  on  the  survey  and  construction  of  roads  in  the  Terri- 
tory of 

Mint  and  branches  for  1851.  Annual  report  of  the  director  of  the 
United  States , 

Mississippi  river.  Report  of  the  chief  topographical  engineer,  accom- 
panied by  reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  Long,  of  the  topographical 
engineers,  and  Charles  Ellet,  jr.,  civil  engineer,  in  relation  to 
the  inundations  of  the 

Missouri,  from  the  Bay  of  Gibralter.  Report  of  the  U.  S.  consul  at 
Gibralter,  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  U.  S.  steam  frigate 


K. 


National  armories.     (See  Armorirs.) 

Nautical  Almanac.  Report  of  Lieut.  Davis,  the  officer  charged  with 
the  superintendence  of  the  preparation  of  the  American 

Navy-yards  and  docks.  Report,  with  detailed  estimates,  of  the  bu- 
reau of 

Navy-yard  at  Memphis.  Report  of  the  board  of  engineers  in  relation 
to  the ,.., 

Naval  academy  at  Annapolis,  Md.  Report  of  the  board  t f  examiners 
on  the  condition,  police,  &c-,  of  the 

Naval  Observatory,  relating  to  the  advantages  of  his  wind  and  cur- 
rent charts  to  vessels  sailing  fVom  the  Atlantic  to  ports  in  the 
Pacific.    Letter  of  superintendent  of  the 

Naval  establishment  recommended  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.     A  re-organization  of  the • 

Navy-yard,  in  conjunction  with  the  floating  sectional  dock  on  the  bay 
of  San  Francisco,  recommended  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States.    The  construction  of  a 

Navy  Department  for  1351.    Annual  report  of  the  public  service  of 

the 

(For  list  of  pai>er$  accompanying  the  above,  see  page  17  of 
same.) 

Navy  pension  roils.  Alphabetical  list  of  widows,  orphans  and  inva- 
lids on  the 

Navy,  transmitting  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry  in  the  i 
case  of  William  K.  Latimer,  a  captain  in  the  navy.    Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  communicating  copies  of  contracts  for  the  construction  of  dry 
docks,  basins  and  railways  at  Kittery,  Philadelphia  and  Pemsa- 
cola,  and  for  a  floating  sectional  dock  at  San  Francisco.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  and  Postmaster  General,  communicating  information  in  relation 
to  the  contracts,  with  copies  thereof,  for  the  transportation  of 
the  mails,  by  steamships,  between  New  YoriL  and  0«\\^QTiA»i« 
Report  of  the  Secreta^  of  the «,«««,•«...«.«...«.« 
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Subject. 


Nary  of  Great  Britain  available  for  war  purposes,  showing  their  class, 
power,  and  whether  in  commission,  ordinary,  fitting  or  build- 
ing.   List  of  steam  vessels  in  the 

Navy,  in  relation  to  the  expediency  of  a  rcconnoissance  of  the  routes 
of  navigation  in  the  northern  and  in  the  China  and  Japan  seas. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  communicating  the  report  oi  Engineer  Ellis  and  other  officers, 
of  a  test  of  cools  made  at  the  navy-yard  at  Washington.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the 

<Navy,  in  relation  to  the  qualities  of  the  several  species  of  coal  now 
used  by  the  navy  of  the  United  States.  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the 

Navy,  communicating  the  names  of  naval  officers  who  have  received 
greater  pay  than  is  provided  by  the  act  regulatiug  the  pay  of 
the  navy,  the  amounts  paid  and  the  authority  therefor.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  calling  for  information  in  regard  to 
officers  of  the  navy  receiving  greater  pay  than  is  provided  by 
the  act  of  March  8, 1835,  whether  settled  in  the  ofhce  of  the 
Fourth  Auditor  or  elsewhere,  and  especially  whether  any  of 
those  officers  employed  on  the  coast  survey  are  receiviog  such 
compensation.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  communicating  a  report  of  the  engineer  in  chief  of  the  navy, 
on  the  comparative  value  of  anthiacitc  and  bituminous  coals. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the. ." 

Navy,  with  information  of  the  removal  of  the  wreck  of  the  United 
States  steam  frigate  Missouri  from  the  bay  of  Gibralter.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  calling  for  the  report 
of  the  board  on  marine  condensers.  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the 

Navy,  couimunicating  a  report  of  Lieut.  Davis,  the  officer  charged 
with  the  sHpcriiitendeiice  of  t]\c  preparation  of  the  American 
Nautical  Almanac.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  tlio 

Navy,  in  relation  to  the  printing,  binding  and  advertising  executed 
for  or  by  order  of  that  department.  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the 

Navy,  communicating  the  names,  compensation,  &c.,  of  the  clerks  in 
that  department  and  its  bureaus.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the 

Navy,  in  relation  to  the  Lobos  islands.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  a  copy  of  tlie  orders  given  to  Commodore  McCau- 
ley  by  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  in  relation  to  corporal  punishments  in  the  navy.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  in  relation  to  a  dry  dock  in  California.  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the 

New  J^fexico.  Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Col.  K.  V. 
Sumner,  report  of  Col.  John  Monroe,  and  letter  from  Gover- 
nor J.  S.  Calhoun,  in  relation  to  military  and  Indian  aflairs  in. . 

New  Mexico,  while  under  military  government.  Report  and  corres- 
pondence of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  civil  officers 
employed  in  the  Territory  of 

Northern  Seas.     (See  China  and  Japan  ^'c•<^.♦.) 


O. 


Mr.   Lawrence,  minister  of 
in  relation  to  foreign  postal 


Ocean  postage.    Correspondence  with 

the  United  States  at  London 

arrangements  and  cheap 

OjSBoen  of  the  anny  io  furnish  supplies  to  the  government.    Report 
^ftbe  SecreUrj  of  Woi  in  relatioD  to  contiaGto  made  nith. . , . 
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Subject. 

a .  

OAeen  of  tlie  navy  who  have  roceircd  greater  pay  than  is  provided 
by  the  act  regalating  the  pay  of  the  navy,  the  amounts  paid, 
and  the  authority  therefor.  Report  ot  the  Fourth  Auditor  of 
the  Treasury,  giving  the  names  of 

Officers  of  the  navy  employed  on  the  coast  survey  receiving  greater 
compensation  than  is  allowed  by  law.  Reports  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  and  Treasury,  and  superintendent  and  general 
agent  of  the  coast  survey,  and  Fourtn  Auditor  of  the  Treasury 
in  relation  to 

Ordnance  and  hydrography,  mclnding  hydrographic  oflice,  naval  ob- 
servatory and  academy.  Report,  with  detailed  estimates,  of 
the  bureau  of 

Ordnance  department  during  the  year  1851 .  Report  of  the  operations 
of  the 

Oregon  and  the  British  possessions  should  be  authoritatively  marlted 
out.  Recommendation  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
that  a  certain  part  of  the  boundary  line  between 

Oregon  boundary.  Correspondence  with  Mr.  Crampton,  minister  of 
Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  the 

Oregon.  Letters  from  Governor  John  P.  Gaines,  with  reply  of  Act- 
ing Secretary  of  War.  Reports  of  the  Adjutant  General  and 
Gene'-al  Hitchcock,  Major  Allen,  and  a  third  letter  from 
Governor  Gaines  in  relation  to  militar)'  and  Indian  affairs  in. . . 

Oregon,  in  regtird  to  the  location  of  the  seat  of  government  of  that 
territory.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  vStftt«-'9  in 
relation  to  the  state  of  affairs  in 
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Panama.    (^Seo  Ho  1 1  road. ^ 

Patent  Oflice.  Report  of  tho  Secretory  of  the  Interior  la  relation 
to  the 

Patent  Office,  in  relation  to  inventiori.s  in  arts  and  manufactures  during 
the  year  1851  (Part  1.)     Report  of  the  commissioner  of  the.  . . 

Patent  Office,  in  relation  to  agiiculturc,  &c.,  for  1851  (Part  2.)  Re- 
port of  tho  con\mi.s.sioner  of  the -. 

Paymaster  GeneriiTs  department  of  the  army  durini^  the  fisoal  yar 
ending  June  30,  1851.     Report  ol'the  operations  of  tlie 

Peninsula  of  Florida.  Report  of  the  Secretary  ot  War  in  relation  to 
tho  practicability,  &o.,  of  a  ship  canal  across  the 

Peninsula  of  Florida.  Rei  ort  of  Colonel  Abert,  topograpliical 
engineer,  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  a  canal  across  the. . . 

Pensions  tor  1 851 .     Annual  report  of  tho  comniisBionor  of 

Pension  rolls  in  1851.  Alphabetical  lists  of  invalids,  widows  and 
orphans  on  the  navy 

Pensions,  with  the  grounds  of  such  suspension  or  rejection.  State- 
ments of  suspended  or  rejected  applications  for 

Peru  in  reKition  to  the  Lobos  Islands  (Parts  1,2.)  Correspondence 
between  the  governments  of  the  United  States  and 

Pierce  and  General  Winfield  Scott,  respectively.  Report  of  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  War,  showing  the  payments  made  to 
General  Franklin '. 

Pillow  to  General  Scott  of  the  battle  of  Cerro  Gordo.  Supplemental 
report  of  General 

Portugal  have  been  adjusted  and  tho  first  instalment  thereof  paid  by 
that  government.  Announcement  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  that  tho  claims  of  citiz.ens  of  the  United  States 
against  the  government  of. 

Postal  arrangements  and  cheap«ocean  postage.     Letters  of  Mr.  Law-  I 

reoce^  American  minister  at  London,  in  relaUon  to  t^i«v^ \     "V^ 
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Subject. 


Postmaster  General  for  the  year  1861.    Annual  report  of  the 

Postmojiter  General  with  a  report  of  the  receipts  and  ezpenditares  of 
that  department  lor  the  quarter  ending  September  30,  1852. 
Report  of  the 

Postmaster  General,  communicating  information  and  correspondence 
in  relation  to  the  contracts  for  transporting  the  maiU  in  steam- 
ships between  New  York  and  California.  Reports  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  and 

Postmaster  General  in  relation  to  the  postal  operations  of  the  United 
States.    Report  of  the 

Postmaster  General,  communicating  information  in  relation  to  t|ie 
clerks  in  the  Post  Office  Department.    Report  of  the. 

Post  offices  and  length  of  post  roads  in  the  United  States,  the  annual 
amount  paid  for  mail  transportation,  and  of  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures of  the  Post  Office  Department  at  periods  of  five  years, 
from  17130  to  1835.     Statement  of  the  number  of , 

Post  offices,  length  of  mail  routes,  extent  of  mail  transportation  in 
the  United  States,  and  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  from  1840  to  1851.     Statement  of 

Post  Office  Department,  under  their  several  heads,  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  Juno  DO,  1851.  Statement  of  receipts  and  c;:pendi- 
lures  of  the 

Post  office  depositories.  Statement  of  the  amount  of  funds  paid  di- 
rectly into  the  treasury  and  into  the 

President  of  the  United  states  on  the  state  of  the  Union  (Part  1.) 

Annual  message  of  tlie ^ 

(For  accompanying  docuinents,  sec  subjoined  Table  of  Docu- 
ments.) 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  information  in  rela- 
tion to  the  firing  into  and  seizure  of  the  American  steanoship 
Prometheus.     Message  from  the 

PrcsidcTit  of  tlie  United  States  communicating  a  despatch  from  Mr. 
Niles,  l«ito  cliarge  d'affaires  to  Sardinia,  on  the  subject  of  a  ship 
canal  to  unite  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans. 
Message  from  the 

Presifh'.nt  of  the  Unite  I  States  in  relation  to  the  free  navigation  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  St.  John  and  other  large  rivers,  and  the  free  en- 
joyment of  the  Dritish  North  American  fisheries  by  clti/.ens  of 
the  United  States.     Me^isage  from  tlie 

President  of  the  United  States,  comnumicating  a  resolution  of  the 
legislative  council  of  Canada,  expressive  of  its  satisfaction  for 
the  donations  of  Congress,  and  the  legislatnres  of  Vermont  and 
New  York,  in  aid  of  the  reconstruction  of  the  library  of  the 
Ca»adian  parliament.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  couimunicating  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  urging  an  early  appropriation  to  pay  the 
instalment  due  to  Mexico  under  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidal- 
go.    Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  the  correspondence 
between  the  department  of  State  and  the  United  States  minis- 
ter at  Paris,  respecting  the  late  political  occurrences  in  France. 
Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  the  correspondence 
with  the  British  government  in  relation  to  the  attack  on  tlie 
American  steamer  Prometheus,  by  the  British  brig-of-war 
Express.    Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  the  annual  report  of 
the  director  of  the  mint.    Message  from  the k . 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  the  report  of  the  ar- 
chitect for  the  extension  of  the  Capitol,  showing  the  condition 
and  progress  of  the  public  works  under  his  charge.  Message 
from  the « 
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Prestdent  of  the  United  States,  communicating  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  respecting  the  delay  and  difliculty  in 
making  the  apportionment  among  the  States,  of  the  represen- 
tatlTes  of  the  thirty-third  Congress.    Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  relution  to  the  mission  of  Mr. 
Balestier,  late  United  States  consul  at  Singapore,  to  Eastern 
Asia.    Message  fVom  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  for  the  revision  of  Con- 
gress, a  copy  of  rules  and  regulations  for  uiasters,  &c.,  of  Uni- 
ted States  vessels  at  the  free  ports  of  China.  Message  from 
the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  information  in  rela- 
tion to  the  extension  of  the  Capitol.   Mesnage  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  certain  oflicial  docu- 
ments relative  to  the  empire  of  Japan,  and  serving  to  illustrate 
the  existing  relations  between  the  United  States  and  Japan. 
Message  from  the - 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  state  of  affairs  iu 
Oregon,  growing  out  of  a  conflict  of  opinion  among  the  autho- 
rities of  that  Territory,  in  regard  to  the  location  of  the  seat  of 
government  of  the  Territory.     Message'froni  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  papers  in  relation  to 
the  claim  of  Samuel  A.  Belden  &  Co.,  against  the  government 
of  Mexico.    Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  with  a  leport  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  accopipanied  by  a  communication  from  the  Spanish 
minister,  claiming  indemnity  for  Spanish  subjects -who  sustained 
iiynry  in  the  popular  tumult  at  New  Orleans,  in  August,  1851. 
Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  the  correspondence 
of  the  American  charge  d'affaires  at  Vienna,  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  on  the  subject  of  the  api)rehension  and  impris- 
onment, by  the  Austriau  authorities,  of  the  Rev.  Charles  L. 
Brace,  an  American  citizen.    Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  couununicating  the  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Ilulsemann,  late  charge  d'affaires  of  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  on  the  occasion  of  his  withdrawal  from  his  place  as 
charge  d'affaires.     Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  corre"«j)ondence  be- 
tween the  governments  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  re- 
specting a  right  of  way  for  a  railroad  or  canal  across  the  isth- 
mus of  Tehuantcpec.    Message  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  fisheries  on  the 
coasts  of  the  British  possessions  in  North  America.  Message 
from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  information  in  relation 
to  the  controversies  betwern  the  United  States  consul  at  Aca- 
pnlco,  in  Mexico,  and  the  Mexican  authorities.    Message  (torn 


I 


Ihe. 


President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  the  correspondence 
between  the  governments  of  the  United  States  and  Peru,  re- 
garding the  Lobos  Islands,  (Parts  1  and  2.)    Message  IVom 


ibe. 


President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  the  correspondence 
of  R.  M.  Walsh,  Esq.,  while  acting  as  a  special  agent  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Island  of  St.  Domingo.  Message  from 
the 10 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  copies  of  the  notes  of 
Mr.  Luis  de  la  Rosa  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Gonzales  dc  la  Vega. 
Message  from  the 15 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  correspondence  with 
Mr.  Lawrence,  United  States  minister  at  London,  in  rclatlotv 
to  foreign  postal  arrangements  and  cheap  oc^i^iv  ^q^V^%^ 
Message  from  the .•.•.*•%•.••«••»»  A     ^^ 
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FrfrsM:,:;:  01  the  ViiiUs'l  6i-t^i>  In  re'ition  lo  the  initiil  j>oint  in  the 
J-.cr.dary  li.'i.j  I  ;..eca  the  United  Stilts  aiid  the  repntHc  ol 
Mexico.     MeN^u^'f  i: cLi  I'lie 

Frintiug,  bir.-iin;:  aii  ^i''ri.y,rrz  for  tl^e  N^iry  Department.  Kejiorl 
ol  ifjtr  .^ecreury  oi  iLc  .N ^v_v  in  rci:itio!i  lo  ibe. 

Fri.'.J.'jg.  hinaiijg  ai.a  s^iti-nerv  lor  the  I  rt*a>>ury  Department  from 
April  1,  1^4i*,  to  Mi:-!  .^i.  1>^  .2.  Kt- port  of  ih*^  Secrd-iry  ot 
the  Tre::-  -ry,  m  !  •.  rr-t . ;..'  r,:>  of  the  ituioiint  paid  for 

l':t  .'.u£y  h;:.]::.g  and  -a  .  •.•:*;< '-i  for  the  U'iir  Oepiirtment  from  .March 
4,  l/>4:',  to  May  I'jy  icoJ.  KejKjrt  of  the  Seerwtary  of  War  iii 
relation  lo  the 

I  :i.Mi[jg.  hindin^  aLd  advcrl'^ir.g  execnted  f«»r  or  by  order  of  thai 
d'fpart!::--:.:.  K*  p.  .n  of  the  Sccrttuj-y  oi  the  Icterior  in  rela- 
t!  >u  to  The 

Private  kiiid  c'.^:::is.     (S.v  Lt/-?/  CV^/m*.) 

Pr'K;Uri.a:;oij  oi  the  Pr.-.d»  ?i:  '^  f  the  Un;ted  Stales  up'^n  the  isuhiec: 
of  tij'3  appreherd*  d  irrv^>ion  ofCju.i,  <l  ited  .\prii  --j.  IS>1 

^:o^•:a'^^*i';n  or  tiio  Tri--;  l'?^*  ot  tho  L'nil-^d  St  it*»s  relitive  to  the 
in«-urT»*clJon  in  th..  Mc.xica.T  State  of  Taiaaulipa.v,  date  i  ()clo'i>er 
22,  IV^l 

r.-  metji'.  ?:.-.  C*>rre>po;  *•  Ijc*-  in  relation  lo  the  tiring  iuio  a:;d  .Nfiziire 
ol  the  Americ.in  .vti-  ..'ij:*:-ip 

i'fiFiieti'euM.  Corre>p<':;  i*.  i  c»i  witii  the  Briti.*-!]  goveniineat  in  it-Ia- 
tion  to  the  attack  i\  ihc  Britivb  brig-of-var  t^proNi,  on  the 
AmcricaD  steurut  r , 

I'r'jvi'^ions  and  cloihini;.  r{cp«>n,  ^"iilh  detailed  estiuiJites,  of  the 
hureac  of , 

Public  Iand«<.     (Sec  /w. •./.,> 

Puhhc  buildin^'M.     (See  fii'-lJincf.) 

r.irii.-haierit,«  in  the  rmvui  «i.r.-icc:.  K'?'iX)rt  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  in  relation  l«i  »>>rjK>r<.i 


•( 


I 


(^ 


teniiastcr  Geni^rarj  dvpariniont  of  the  army  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  Jnnc  GO,  \^'y\.     Keport  of  the  operati'»n.=  of  the.  . , 


K. 

Railroad  across  the  Isthmus  of  Tchaantepec  Ratification  by  the 
United  States  goveniment  of  the  convention  with  Mexico  for 
the  construction  of  a 

Railroad  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  the  inter-oceanic  com- 
munication between  the  St.  John  river  and  the  Pacific  ocean. 
Progress  of  the 

Railroad  or  canal  across  tlj^  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec.  Correspond- 
ence between  the  United  States  and  Mexicao  gOYemments 
respecting  the  right  of  way  for  a 

Receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1861. 
Statement  of. 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Post  OflSce  Department  for  the 
quarter  ending  September  oO,  1852.     Statement  of 

Representatives  in  the  83d  Congress.  Report  of  the  Secretar}^  of 
the  Interior  in  relation  to  tiiie  cause  of  the  delay  in  apportioning 
the.  

Revenue  collected  by  James  Collier,  late  collector  of  the  customs  at 
San  Francisco.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with 
a  statement  showing  the  amount  of. < 

Rice,  United  States  consul  at  Acapnlco,  in  Mexico.    Coirespondence 
in  rclMtioB  to  the  impriaonment,  by  the  Mexican  anthonties,  of  | 
Mr 
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Subject. 


Rivers.  Report  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long  on  the  improvement  of 
the  western 

Rivers  St.  Lawrence,  St.  John  and  other  large  rivers.  Letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  answer  to  a  resolution  ot  the  Senate  call- 
ing for  information  concerning  the  free  navigation  of  the 

River  Mississippi.  Reports  of  Colonel  Abort  and  Colonel  Long  of 
the  topographical  engineers,  and  Mr.  Ellct  of  the  civil  engineers 
in  relation  to  the  inundations  of  the 

Rivers  of  the  United  States.  Statement  by  Davis  Embree,  of  losses 
caused  to  steam-vessels  employed  on  the  western 

River  San  Diego  into  False  Bay,  &c.  Communication  of  Captain 
Hardcastle  on  the  subject  of  diverting  the 

River,  by  J.  Barney.  Report  of  a  survey,  with  estimates,  &c.,  of  a 
route  for  a  road  from  St.  Louis  to  the  Big  Bend  of  the  Red. . . . 

River.  Report  of  Colonel  Abert  of  the  topographical  engineers  in 
relation  to  the  estimate  of  the  cost,  by  Colonel  Long,  of  im- 
provmg  the  navigation  of  the  Tennessee 

River  Colorado  and  Gulf  of  California,  by  Lieutenant  Derby.  Re- 
connaissance of  the 

Roads  in  the  territory  of  Minnesota.  Report  of  Lieutenant  Simpson 
on  the  operations  in  relation  to  the  survey  and  constrscticn  of. . 

Road  from  Fort  Dodge  to  Dubuque,  and  the  cost  of  transporting 
munitiOBS  of  war,  provisions,  &c.,  used  at  that  fort  from  the 
Mississippi  river.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  relatife  to 
the  construction  of  a  military 

Koad  from  St.  Louis  to  the  Big  Bend  of  Red  river,  by  Joshua  Barney. 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  a  report  of 
the  survey,  estimates,  &c.,  of  a 


Vol. 


S. 


Saint  Domingo.  Correspondence  of  R.  Walsh,  Esq.,  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  relation  to  the  island  of 

St.  Clair  flats,  in  Lake  St.  Clair.  Report  of  the  Topographical  Bu- 
reau in  relation  to  the  improvement  of 

Salaries. '  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  correspondence,  on 
the  expediency  of  adopting  a  graduated  scale  of  diplomatic  . . . 

Salaries  of  the  several  district  judges  of  the  United  States.  State- 
ment of. 

San  Diego  river.    (See  River.) 

Sandwich  Islands.  Views  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
relation  to  the 

San  Francisco.  Estimate  of  the  amount  of  money  necessary  to  be 
appropriated  for  the  commencement  of  the  fortifications  of ... . 

San  Francisco.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  a 
statement  of  the  commissioner  of  customs,  showing  the  amount 
of  revenue  collected  by  James  Collier,  late  collector  of  the 
port  of , 

Santa  Cruz,  on  the  coast  of  California.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  with  a  copy  of  an  agreement  with  Alexander  G. 
Abell,  in  relation  to  the  island  of 

Scott  and  General  Franklin  Pierce,  respectively.  Report  of  the  act- 
ing Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  showing  the  payments  made  to 
General  Winfield ^ 

Seizure  and  forfeiture  of  goods  under  the  tariff  act  of  1846,  on  the 
ground  of  undervaluation  or  fraud.    Statement  of  the 

Seventh  census.    (See  Ceruus.) 

Ship  canal  to  unite  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic  aid  Pacific  oceans. 
Despatch  from  Mr.  Niles,  late  charge  d'affaires  to  Sardinia,  in 
relation  u>  a ^  . . . , 
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Ship  canal  across  the  peninsula  of  Florida,  antl  also  in  relation  to  the 
navigatian  of  the  Straits  of  Florida.  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  "Ph^asury  in  relation  to  the  practicability,  utility  and 
probable  cost  of  a 

Soldiers  of  the  United  States  army.  Report  in  relation  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  act  to  found  a  military  asylum  for  the  relief  of 
the , 

Spanish  consul  in  that  city.  Informa'tion  and  views  of  the  President 
of  the  ynited  States  in  relation  to  a;i  assault,  by  persons  in 
New  Orleans,  upon  the  office  of  the 

Spanish  authorities  in  the  island  of  Cuba.  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  communicating  information  in  relation  to 
the  imprisonment  of  John  S.  Thrasher  at  Havana,  by  the 

Spanish  yessels  trading  between  the  Uuited  Slates  and  the  islands  of 
Cuba  and  Porto  Rico.  Report  in  relation  to  the  expediency  of 
repealing  the  act  concerning  tonnage  duty  on 

Spanish  subjects  who  sustained  injury  in  the  popular  tumult  at  New 
Orleans  in  August,  1851.  Letter  of  the  Spanish  minister 
claiming  indemnity  for 

State,  showing  the  amount  expended  under  the  appropriation  tor  ex- 
penses of  the  agent  of  the  Sublime  Porte.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of 

State,  with  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  imprisonment  of 
John  S.  Thrasher  at  Havana,  in  tlic  island  of  Cuba.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of 

State,  communicating  the  letter  of  Mr.  Niles,  late  charge  d'affaires 
to  Sardinia,  on  the  subject  of  a  ship  canal  to  unite  the  waters 
of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of. . 

State  and  Mr.  Rives,  United  States  minister  at  Paris,  respecting  the 
late  political  occurrences  in  France.  Correnpondence  between 
the  Secretary  of 

State,  communicating  the  report  of  the  board  of  commissioners  on 
claims  against  Mexico.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of. 

State,  in  relation  to  the  mission  of  Mr.  Balestier  to  Kastern  Asia.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of 

State,  with  lists  of  clerks  and  others  employed  in  that  department 
during  the  ye;ur  1851,  and  the  amount  paid  to  each.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of 

State,  showing  the  disbursements  for  the  service  of*  the  State  depart- 
ment, including  foreign  missions,  for  the  year  ending  June  80, 
1851 .     Report  of  the  Secretary  of 

State,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  calling  for  information 
in  relation  to  the  Gardiner  claim.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of. . 

State,  accompanying  a  communication  from  the  Spanish  minister, 
claiming  indemnity  for  Spanish  subjects  who  sustained  injury 
in  the  popular  tumult  at  New  Orleans  in  Augtst,  1851 .  Letter 
of  the  Secretary  of 

State  and  Mr.  Hulsemann,  late  Austrian  charge  d'affaires,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  his  withdrawal  from  his  diplomatic  relations  with  the 
United  States.    Correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of 

State,  on  the  expediency  of  adopting  a  graduated  scale  of  diplomatic 
salaries.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of '. 

State,  in  relation  to  the  examination,  promotion,  classification  and 
compensation  of  the  clerks  in  the  several  departments.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of 

State,  with  Mr.  Jewett  and  Mr.  Bayhes,  in  relation  to  .the  Lobos 
islands,  parta  1  and  2.  Correspondence  of  Mr.  civingston, 
former,  and  Mr.  Webster,  present  Secretary  of 

State,  communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  clerks  in  that  de- 
partment.   Report  of  the  Secretary  of. % 

Stationery.    (See  Printing.) 

Steamship  Prometheus,  by  a  British  vessel  of  war.  Correspondence 
in  relation  to  the  firing  into  and  seizure  of  the  American 
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Steam  marine  of  the  United  States.  Report  on  the  statistics  and 
history  of  the 

Steam  marine  of  the  United  States  on  the  Atlantic  ocean,  Gulf  of 
Mexico  and  Pacific  ocean.    Sectional  Tiews  ef  the 

Steamboats  sunk,  burnt,  or  otherwise  injured  on  the  western  waters, 
during  the  year  1849.    Alphabetical  statement  of 

Steam  ressels  in  the  British  navy  arailable  for  war  purposes;  showing 
their  class,  power,  and  whether  in  commission,  ordinary,  fitting 
or  building.    List  of / 

Steam  frigate  Missouri,  from  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar.  Report  of  the  U. 
States  consul  at  Gibraltar,  on  the  remoTal  of  the  wreck  of  the 
United  States 

Steam  frigate  Mississippi.  Letter  of  B.  F.  Isherwood,  chief  engineer 
of  the  U.  S.  navy,  in  relation  to  an  improvement  in  the  boilers 
of  the 

Stone  coal.    (See  Coal*.) 

Straits  of  Florida.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the 
navigation  of  the • 

Surgeon-general's  department  of  the  army,  for  the  year  ending  June 
80, 1861 .  Report  of  the  fiscal  concerns  and  other  transactions 
of  the 

Survey,  estimates,  &e.,  of  a  road  from  St.  Louis  to  the  Big  Bend  of 
tie  Red  river.    Report  by  Joshua  Barney  of  a 


T. 


Tarnauhpas,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rio  Bravo.  Measures  adopted 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  thu  recent 
outbreak  in  the  State  of » 

Tariff  act  of  1846,  on  the  ground  of  under  valuation  or  fraud.    State-  I 

ment  of  the  seizure  aud  forfeiture  of  goods  under  the '       10 

Tehnantepec.  Information  communicated  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  relation  to  the  connection  of  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  oceans  by  means  of  a  railroad  across  the  isthmus  of. . . 

Tennessee  river.     (See  Rivers.) 

Texas.  Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Gen.  P.  F.  Smith, 
and  reports  from  Col.  S.  Cooper  and  Lieut.  Col.  W.  J.  Hardee 
in  relation  to  military  and  Indian  affairs  in 

Third  Auditor.    (See  Auditor.)  . 

Thrasher  at  Havana,  in  the  island  of  Cuba.  Correspondence  in  rela- 
tion to  the  imprisonment,  by  the  Spanish  authorities,  of  John  i 

s ;      4 

Tod,  late  minister  to  Brazil,  for  money  advanced  to  Wm.  E.  Ander-  i 
son,  who  was  sent  to  the  United  States  as  a  witness.  Report  < 
of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  comptroller,  &c..  In  relation  to  a  charge  ' 
rejected  in  the  account  of  the  Hon.  David !        9 

Tonnage  of  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States  on  the  last  day  I 

of  June,  1851.    Statement  of  the 16 

Tonnage  of  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States  on  June  80, 1851.  | 

Statement  exhibiting  a  condensed  view  of  the |      16 

Tonnsge  thereof  in  each  State  and  Territory  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  ending  June  80, 1851 .  Statement  of  the  number  and 
class  of  vesselii  built,  and  the 

Tonnage  duty  on  Spanish  vessels  trading  between  the  United  States 
and  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico.  Report  on  the  expe- 
diency of  repealing  the  act  concerning 

Tonnage  of  the  United  States.    Report  of  the  Register  of  the  Trea-  j 

fury  in  relation  to  the ;      15 

Tonnage  and  crews,  which  cleared  from  the  United  States  for  foreign 
countries  during  the  year  ending  June  80, 1851.    Statement 
exhibiting  the  number  of  American  and  fore\^^««A>^\%)'«\^ 
their ^^ 
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INDBX. 


Subject. 


Tonnage  and  crews,  which  entered  into  each  district  of  the  United 
Stattjs  from  foreign  countries  daring  the  year  1851 .  Statement 
of  the  namber  of  American  and  foreign  vessels,  with  their. . . . 

Tonnage  of  the  United  States,  with  the  tonnage  employed  in  the  : 
whale  fishery  and  the  proportion  of  enrolled  and  licensed  ton- 
nage employed  in  the  coasting  trade,  cod,  mackerel  and  whale 
fisheries  from  1815  to  1851.    Comparative  view  of  the  regis- 
tered and  enrolled 

Tonnage  and  crews,  which  entered  into  the  United  States  from  foreign 
countries  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1851.  Statement 
oxnibiting  the  number  of  American  and  foreign  vessels,  with 
their 

ToBBage  and  national  character  of  foreign  vessels  which  entered  into 
and  cleared  from  the  United  States  for  foreign  countries  during 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1851.     Statement  of  the 

Tonmage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  arriving  from  and  de- 
parting to  each  foreign  country  in  1851.  Statistical  view  of 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  with  the  value  of  exports 
to  and  imports  from  each  foreign  country,  and  the 

Tonrage  and  crews,  which  cleared  from  each  district  of  the  Uuited 
States  for  foreign  countries  during  the  year  1851.  ^Statement 
of  the  number  of  American  and  foreign  vessels,  with  their  . . . . 

Tonnage  thereof,  in  the  several  States  and  Territories  of  the  United 
States  from  1815  to  1851.  Statement  showing  the  number  and 
class  of  vessels  built,  and  the 

Topographical  engineers.     (See  Engineers.) 

Trade  of  the  British  North  AmcriC'in  colonies.  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the 

Treasury  Department,  lor  the  year  ending  June  80,  1851.  Statement 
of  expenditures  under  head  of  contingent  expenses,  as  settled 
at  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the 

Treasury,  during  the  fiscal  year,  and  balances  on  hand  June  30, 1861. 
Statement  of  appropriations  for  the  naval  service,  viz.,  balances 
on  hand,  July  1, 1850;  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  1850-51; 
amounts  drawn  from  the 

Treasury,  on  the  state  of  the  finances.   Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  communicating  a  statement  of  the  Marino  Hospital  fund 
for  the  year  1851 .    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting,  with  the  letter  of  instructions,  the  report  of 
the  officers  constituting  the  Light-house  Board,  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  light-house  establishment  of  the  United  States. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  Louisville 
and  Portland  canal.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  showing  the  contracts  made  by  that  department  during  the 
year  1851.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  on  the  statistics  and  history  of  the  steam  marine  of  the 
United  States.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  expediency  of  repealing  or  modifying  the 
act  concerning  tonnage  duty^  on  Spanish  vessels  trading  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Islands  of  Cuba  and  Forto 
Rico.    Report  of  the  Searetary  of  the 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  a  marine  hospital  at  Mem- 
phis.   Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the. 

Treasury,  relative  to  the  disbursement  of  appropriations  made  for 
locating  life-boats  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  in  answer  to  a  call  for  infbrmation  relative  to  the  use  of  U. 
S.  marine  hospitals  for  other  purposes  than  the  relief  of  sick 
and  disabled  seamen.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  communicating  information  in  relation  to  contracts  for  light- 
houses authorized  to  be  erected  by  Congress,  on  the  Pacific 
COMSU    Report  9i  the  Secretary  of  the 
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Subject. 


Treasury,  Interior,  War,  Navy,  and  the  Postmaster  General,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  •xamination,  promotion,  classification  and  compen- 
sation of  the  clerks  in  the  several  departments.  Report  of  the 
Secretaries  of  the 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  a  charge  rejected  in  the  account  of  the  ITon. 
David  Tod,  late  miDister  to  Brazil,  for  money  advanced  to  Wm. 
E.  Anderson,  who  was  sent  to  the  United  States  as  a  witness. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  practicability,  utility  and  probable  coot 
of  a  ship  canal  across  the  Peninsula  of  Florida,  and  also  in  re- 
lation to  the  navigation  of  the  straits  of  Florida.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  tlie 

Treasury,  communicatiog  a  report  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  and 
other  papers  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Nahum  Ward.  Report 
of  the  Secretarv  of  Die 

Treasury,  accompanied  by  statements  of  the  amount  paid. by  that  de- 
partment and  its  several  bureaus  for  printing,  binding  and 
stationery,  from  April  1,  1849,  to  March  81,  1852.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  oiitablishment  of  a  dei)Ository  of  the  trea- 
sury, in  the  State  ot  (Jalitbrnia.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the 

Trciisiiry,  communicating  a  report  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
with  a  statement  showing  the  amount  of  the  trust  funds  in  the 
treasury  at  the  close  of  the  last  four  fiscal  years  and  a  compara- 
tive statement  of  the  balances  per  the  annual  printed  accounts 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  and  those  stated  in  the  reports 
of  finance  for  1849,  1860  and  1851.  Repoit  of  the  acting  Sec- 
retary of  the 

Trca.sury,  in  relation  to  tl»o  revenue  collected  by  James  Collier,  late 
collector  of  the  customs  at  San  Francisco.  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  employment  of  agents  to  pay  the  interest 
on  the  public  debt.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  communicating  a  statement  of  the  seizure  and  forfeiture  of 
goods  under  the  tariff  act  of  1846,  on  the  ground  of  under  valua- 
tion or  fraud.    Rci>ort  of  the  Secretary  of  the • . . 

Treasury,  showing  the  payments  made  to  General  W infield  Scott  and 
General  Franklin  Pierce,  respectively.  Report  of  the  acting 
Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  communicating  a  statement  of  the  sums  of  money  paid  to 
persons  claiming  the  same  under  the  act  of  1846,  as  duties  ille- 
gally exacted.    Report  of  the  acting  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  communicating  a  report  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  in 
relation  to  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  (part  1,;  communicating  a  list  of  the  names  and  compensa- 
tion of  the  clerks  in  that  department  and  the  Quboniinate 
offices  belonging  thereto,  except  the  Third  and  Sixth  Auditors 
and  Second  Comptroller.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  a  reconnoissance  of  the  coast  of  California  by 
Captain  St.  Lucas.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  trade  of  the  British  North  American  colo- 
nies.   Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  report,  with  index  thereto,  of  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  ending  Juno 
80,  1851.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Trust  funds  in  the  treasury  at  the  close  of  the  last  four  fiscal  years 
and  a  comparative  statement  of  balances,  &c.  Statement  of 
the  amount  of, 

Tulares  valley.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the 
report  of  Lieutenant  Derby  on  the 


Vol. 


9 


No. 


Page. 


9 
9 


10 

10 
10 

10 

10 

10 

15 

16 
10 
11 

16 

10 
10 


69 

73 

79 

84 


!  f\ 


'Ji 


10  I      &0 


101 

lOS 
108 

114 

115 

117 

128 

125 
107 
112 


101 
110 


28 


INDEX. 


Subject. 


Turkish  government  having  expressed  its  thanks  for  tb«  kind  recep- 
tion of  the  Snltan's  agent,  Amin  Bey,  on  the  occasion  of  his 
recent  visit  to  the  United  States.  Information  Jby  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  the 

Turkish  government,  of  the  Hungarians  imprisoned  within  its  do- 
minions, and  their  embarkation  in  a  steam  frigate  for  the  United 
States.  Information  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
the  release  bv  the 


V. 


Vessels  shipwrecked  on  the  Atlantic,  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  Pacific 
ocean,  arranged  by  collection  districts,  for  the  year  ending  June 
80,  1861.    Tabular  view  of 

Vessels  of  the  United  States  at  the  free  ports  of  China.  Rules  and 
regulations  proposed  for  masters,  olHcers  and  seamen  •f 

Vessels,  with  their  tonnage,  entered  from  and  cleared  for  foreign 
countries  from  1821  to  1851.  Statement  of  the  number  of 
American  and  foreign 

Vessels^  with  their  tonnage,  employed  in  foreign  trade  in  the  districts 
of  Portland,  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Mo- 
bile and  New  Orleans,  which  entered  and  cleared  annually, 
from  1826  to  1851,  inclusive.  Statement  exhibiting  the  num- 
ber ot  American  and  foreign 

Vessels,  with  their  tonnage  and  crews,  which  cleared  from  the  United 
States  for  Ibreign  countries  during  the  year  ending  June  80, 
1851.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  American  and 
foreign 

Vessels  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1861.  General  and  summary 
statements  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  imported  into  the 
United  States  in  American  and  foreign 

Vessclfe",  with  their  tonnage  and  crews,  which  entered  into  the  United 
States  from  foreign  countries  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1861.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  American  and 
foreign 

Vessels  which  entered  into  and  cleared  iVom  the  United  States  for 
foreign  countries,  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1852. 
Statement  of  the  tonnage  and  national  character  of 

Vessels  arriving  from  and  departing  to  each  foreign  country  during  the 
year  1861.  Statistical  view  cf  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  value  of  the  exports  t«  and  imports  from  each 
foreign  country,  and  the  tonnage  of  foreign  and  American 

Vessels,  with  their  tounage  and  crews,  which  cleared  from  each  district 
of  the  United  States  for  foreign  countries  during  the  year  1851. 
Statement  of  the  number  of  American  and  foreign 

Vessels,  with  their  tonnage  and  crews,  which  entered  into  each  district 
of  the  United  States  from  foreign  countries  during  the  year 
1851.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  American  and 
foreign 

Vessels  built  and  the  tonnage  thereof  in  each  State  and  Territory  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  ending  June  80, 1861.  State- 
ment showing  the  number  and  class  of , 

Vessels  built,  and  the  tonnage  thereof,  in  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  States  from  1815  to  18-1.  Statement 
lAiowlng  the  number  and  class  of. 
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W. 


War,  of  the  operations  of  the  War  Department  during  the  year  1851. 

Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

(For  list  of  documents  accompanying  the  above  report,  see 
page  116  of  same.) 
War,  with  statements  of  expenditures  from  the  appropriations  for  con- 
tingencies of  the  offices  and  bureaus  of  that  department  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  ending  Juno  30,  1851.    Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of 

War,  showing  tho  contracts  made  under  authority  of  that  department 

during  the  year  1851.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of , 

War,  relative  to  the  construction  of  a  military  road  from  Fort  Dodge 
to  Dubuque,  and  the  cost  of  transporting  the  munitions  of  war, 
provisions,  ^c,  used  at  that  fort,  from  the  Mississippi  river. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War,  with  a  statement  of  expenditures  for  contingencies  of  the  mili- 
tary establishment  during  the  year  1851.  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of 

War,  showing  the  persons  employed  iu  that  department,  other  than 
officers  of  the  army,  during  the  year  1851.    Report  of  the 

Secretary  of 

War,  showing  the  expenses  of  the  national  armories,  and  the  number 
of  arms  and  appendages  made  and  repaired  thereat,  during 

the  year  1851.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War,  communicating  reports  in  reference  to  the  inundations  of  the 

Mississippi  river.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of. 

War,  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa  for  tho  ex- 
penses of  a  portion  of  the  militia  of  that  Territory  called  into 
service  during  the  autumn  of  1839.    Ro;>ort  of  the  Secretary  of. . ; 
War,  with  an  abstract  of  the  returns  of  the  militia  of  the  United  ' 
States,  and  of  their  arms,  accoutremcLts   and  ammunition.  ^ 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  act  to  found  a  military  asy- 
lum for  the  relief  and  support  of  invalid  and  disabled  soldiers 

of  the  United  States  army.    Report  of  tlie  Secretary  of. 

War,  communicating  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  money  necessary  j 
U>  be  appropriated  for  the  commencement  of  the  fortifications 

at  San  Francisco.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of 1 

War,  communicating  a  statement  showing  the  number  of  fire-arms  ; 
belonging  to  tho  United  States.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of. . .  i 
War,  to  Hon.  W.  M.  Gwin,  chairman  of  the  Senate  committee  on  i 
naval  affairs,  with  a  report  from  Col.  Abort,  chief  of  the  Ba-  | 
reaa  of  Topographical  Engineers,  and  a  communication  from 
Gapt.  Hardcastle  on  the  subject  of  diveriing  the  river  of  San 

Diego  into  False  Bay,  &c.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 

War,  communicating  a  report  of  the  survey,  estimates,  &c.,  of  a 
route  for  a  road  from  St.  Loui^  to  the  Big  Bend  of  the  Red 

river,  by  Joshua  Barney.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of. 

War,  communicating  a  supplemental  report  of  the  battle  of  Cerro 
Gordo,  made  by  General  Pillow  to  General  Scott.    Report  of 

the  Secretary  of 

War,  on  the  necessity  of  establishing  suitable  depots  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  gunpowder  belonging  to  the  United  States.     Report  of 

the  Secretary  of. ...  • 

War,  in  relation  to  contracts  made  with  officers  of  the  army  to  fur- 
nish supplies  to  the  government.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of. . 
War,  in  relation  to  civil  officers  employed  in  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico,  while  under  military  government.    Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of 

War,  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ten- 
nessee river.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of « 
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Subject. 


War,  eommunicatiDg  a  report  of  the  Topographical  Bureau,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  improvement  of  the  St.  Clair  flats.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of 

War,  communicating  a  copy  of  a  reconnoissance,  by  Lieut.  Derby, 
of  the  Gulf  of  California  and  the  Colorado  river.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of 

War,  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  a  canal  across  the  peuinsula  of 
Florida.    Report  of  tne  Secretary  of 

War,  in  relation  to  the  printing,  binding  and  advertising  executed  for 
er  by  order  of  that  dcpiirtment.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of. . . 

War,  in  relation  to  a  proposed  increase  of  the  nnmber  of  cadets,  and 
a  change  in  the  course  of  instruction  at  the  military  academy, 
with  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  thereof.  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of 

War,  communicating  the  names,  compensation,  &c.,  of  the  clerks  in 
that  department  and  its  bureaus.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of. . 

War,  in  relation  to  the  report  of  Lieut.  Derby  on  tho  Tulare  valley. 
Report  of  tlie  Secretary  of. 

War,  in  relation  to  charges  against  the  commissioner  appointed  to 
run  and  mark  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of 

Ward.  Report  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasurj',  and  other  papers  in 
relation  to  the  claim  of  Nahuni 

Western  Cherokccs.     (See  Judiaus.) 

Western  rivers.     (Sec  iUrcrs.) 
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THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

FIRHT  SESSION,  TIIIRTY-SBCONl)  OONiniESP. 
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MISSAGES  FROM   THE   PRKSIDENT  OF  THE   UNITED    j 

STATES,  Tiz:  j 

1 
On  the  state  of  the  UiiioD 

Aeeompanying  report.f  atul  doeumatts,  viz  : 

ISLAXD   OF    crBA. 


PicsidcRt's  proclamation  upon  the  subject  of  the  apprehended  inva- 
sion of  Cuba,  dated  April  5,  1851 

Copy  of  bond  issued  by  General  Lopez,  dat^d  April  30,  18j0 

Letter  of  Mr.  Dei  rick,  acting  Secretary  of   St^ite,  to  Commodore 

Parker,  dated  August  li3,  185 1 

Letter  of  Commodore  Parker  to  Mr.  Webster,  Secretary  of  State, 

dated  September  G,  185 1 

Same  to  same,  dated  September  12,  l„8r)l 

Same  to  same,  dated  Sepieraber  25,  18ol 

Same  to  same,  dated  Octohci  5,  1^51 , 

Letter  of  the  Spanish  minister,  Don  A.  Calderon  de  la  Barca,  to  Mr.  j 

Derrick,  acting  Secretary  of  State,  dated  August  26,  1861 ' 

Letter  of  acting  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  United  States  attorney  at 

New  Orleans,  datod  August  20,  1861 t 

Letter  of  Spanish  minister  to  acting  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Au-  , 

gust  29,  1861 ^ i 

Letter  of  acting  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Spanish  minister,  dated  1 

August  30,  1861 ; 

Samo  to  United  States  attorney  at  New  Orleans,  dated  September  1,  | 

1851 

Letter  of  Spanish  minister  to  acting  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Sep- 
tember 5,  1851« 

Letter  of  acting  district  attorney  of  the  United  States,  at  New  Or- 
leans, to  acting  Secretary  of  State,  dated  September  26, 1851.. 
Letter  of  Spanish  minister  to  acting  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Octo- 
ber 14,  1861 

Letter  of  Mr.  Webster,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Spanish  minister,  da- 
ted November  13,  1861 

Letter  of  Spanish  minister  to  Secretary  of  State,  dated  November  14, 

1851 ..V 

Letter  •f  acting  Secretary  of  State  to  Sp&m&\i  m\ii\a\«t,  ^«X«^  ^«^-\ 
tember  6,1861 ....,.•,,•••%..,•*,.••*.••.»*--- A 
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Letter  of  Mr.  CritteDdcn,  acting  Secretary  of  State,  to  same,  dated 
September  80, 186 1 

Same  to  Mr.  Barriager,  American  minister  at  Madrid,  dated  Octo- 
ber 6,  1861 

Letter  of  Mr.  Webster,  Secretary  of  State,  to  same,  dated  October 
29,1861 

Same  to  same,  dated  November  26, 1851 


INTERVENTION  OF  FRANCE  AND  ENGLAND, 

Memorandum  of  a  conversation  between  Mr.  Crittenden,  acting  Sec- 
retary of  State,  and  Mr.  Grampton,  charge  d'affaires  of  Great 
Britain,  in  relation  to  Cuba , 

Letter  of  Mr.  Crampton,  British  minister,  to  Mr.  Webster,  dated  No- 
vember 12,  1851,  with  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Lord  Pabner- 
ston,  dated  October  22,  1851 .♦ 

Letter  of  Mr.  Crittenden,  acting  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  Sartiges, 
minister  of  France,  dated  October  22,  1851 

Letter  of  French  minister  to  acting  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Octo- 
ber 22,  1851 

Letter  of  Mr.  Webster,  Secretary  of  State,  to  French  minister,  dated 
November  18,  1851 

Proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the 
insurrection  in  the  Mexican  State  of  Tamaalipas 

COMMBKCIAL     INTERCOURSE     BETWEEN     THE     UNITED    STATES     AMD    TQE 

BRITISH   NORTH   AMERICAN    PROVINCES. 

Letter  of  Sir  H.  L.  Bulwer,  minister  of  Great  Britain,  to  Mr.  Web- 
ster, Secretary  of  State,  dated  March  1851  

Letter  of  Mr.  Derrick,  chief  clerk  of  the  State  Department,  to  the 
British  minister,  dated  3Iarch  29, 1852 

Letter  of  the  British  minister  to  Mr.  Webster,  Secretary  of  State,  da- 
ted June  24, 1851 .' 


OREGON    BOUNDARY. 


Letter  of  Mr.  Crampton,  minister  of  Great  Britain,  to  Mr.  Buchanan, 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  January  13,  1848 

Letter  of  Mr.  Clayton,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  Crampton,  minister 
©f  Great  Britain,  dated  October  25,  1849 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF    WAR. 

Accompanying  document k,  viz  : 
MILITART   AND   INDIAN    AFFAIRS    IN   TEXAS. 


Letter  of  kistructions  from  Secretary  of  War  to  General  Persifer  F. 
Smith,  April  30,  1861 

Report  of  Colonel  Cooper,  assistant  Adjutant  General  and  acting  in- 
spector, to  Adjutant  General  Jones,  dated  June  14, 1851 

Report  of  Colonel  Uardee  to  Major  Deas,  assistant  adjutant  general 
at  San  Antonio,  dated  August  29,  1851 


MILITARY  AND   INDIAN    AFFAIRS   IN  NEW  MEXICO. 

Instructions  of  Secretary  of  War  to  Colonel  Sumner,  dated  April  1, 
1851 

Report  of  Colonel  Monroe  to  Adjutant  General  Jones,  dated  March 
30,1851 

Report  of  Governor  Calhoun,  of  New  Mexico,  to  the  Secretary  of 
Wsr,  dated  August  81, 1861 
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XILITAXT  AVD  UmiJLV  AFrAIftl  ZV  OAXIPO&ITU. 

Report  of  General  F.  F.  Smith  to  Adjutant  General  JoaeSi  dated 

March  1,1861 

Letter  of  GoTemor  McDongal,  of  California,  to  the  President  of  the 

United  States,  dated  March  1,  1851 

Reply  of  Secretary  of  War  to  Governor  McDougdl,  dated  April  30, 

1861 

Inetmctions  of  Secretary  of  War  to  Geaeral  Bitchoock,  dated  May 

8,1861 


JCOITAJIT  Ain>  VKVUV  ATf  AIM  QT  OU^OV. 

LeMir  of  Gotemor  Gaines,  of  Oregon,  to  the  President  of  the  United 

States,  dated  June  IS,  1861 

Letter  of  General  Lane  to  Governor  Ghiines,  of  same  date • . 

Letter  of  Governor  Gaines  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  June  19, 1861.  . . 
Letter  of  Mr.  Graham,  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  to  Governor  Gaines, 

dated  August  8, 1861 

^Report  of  A4)ntant  General  Jones  on  Governor  Gaines'  letter,  Sep- 

tember  1, 1861 

Report  of  General  Hitchcock  to  Secretary  of  War,  October  26,  1851. . 
Report  of  Mijor  Allen  to  Colonel  Thomas,  deputy  quartermaster 

general,  October  30, 1861  .  .  • .  • . 

Letter  of  Governor  Gaines  to  Secretary  ci  War,  September  d8,  1861 


Letter  of  Governor  Brown,  of  Florida,  to  Seoretary  e^  War,  dated 
February  18,1851 

Copy  of  an  act  of  the  Florida  legislature  providing  for  the  ^al  re- 
moval of  the  Indians,  &c. . . .    • 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Grovemor  of  Florida,  March  2t, 
1851 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  Secretary  of  War,  April  12, 
1861,  enclosing  a  letter  from  Oommissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
dated  April  11,1851 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  War  to  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  dated  April 
15,1861 

Order  of  Secretary  of  War  to  Captain  Casev,  special  agent  at  Tampa 
Bay '. 


MILITARY  AFFAIKS  IN  OENSKAL. 


Report  of  tliu  general-in-chief  of  the  army  for  1851 . 

Report  of  the  qnart^jrmaster-general  of  the  array  for  1851 

Report  of  the  paymaster-geiKTal  of  tbe  army  for  1851 

Report  of  tho  coramissary-genevnl  of  the  army  for  18ol 

Report  of  the  surgeon-general  of  the  army  for  18ol 

Report  of  the  colonel  of  engineers  of  tbe  army  in  relation  to  fortifi- 
cations, &c.,  for  1  So  1 

Report  of  bureau  of  topop^raphical  engineers  in  relation  to  the  survey 
of  the  lakes,  harbors,  N:c.,  with  estimates 

Report  of  the  colonel  of  ordnance  for  1851 

Report  of  the  Third  Auditor  of  tho  Treasury  department,  with  a  state- 
ment, showing  tho  number  of  quarter-yearly  accounts  of  dis- 
bursing ofhcers  and  ngents  presented  in  each  of  the  last  three 
years  ending  SeptemlH?r  8f),  ISol,  which  remain  nnsottl^id  'd^w^  ^ 
which  will  not  be  included  in  the  annual  xepotl  to  \i^  "Ci^'^vi  \ft 
tho  comptroJJer  under  acts  vf  1809  and  \B\7  .  .,•.,••,,**,.» 
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AVmJAL  REPORT  OF  THE  8ECRETART  OP  THE  SAVY. 


Vol. 


Accompanying  doeumentsy  viz : 

List  of  deaths,  resignations  and  dismissions  in  the  navy  since  last 
report 

Report  of  Lieutenant  De  Haven  relating  to  the  expedition  to  the 
Arctic  seas  in  search  of  the  British  commander  Sir  John 
Franldin  and  his  companions 

Report  of  a  board  of  engineers  of  the  army,  being  a  survey  and 
examination  of  the  Memphis  nayy-yard 

Letter  of  Engineer  Isherwood,  of  the  navy,  relating  to  improvements 
in  the  boilers  of  the  steam  frigate  Mississippi 

Report  of  the  board  of  examiners  in  relation  to  the  condition,  police, 
&c.,  of  the  naval  academy  at  Annapolis,  Md 

Letter  of  the  superintendent  of  the  naval  observatory  relating  to  the 
advantages  of  his  wind  and  current  charts  to  vessels  sailing 
ftom  the  Atlantic  to  ports  in  the  Pacific 

Report  of  commissioners  appointed  to  examine  condensers  for  sup- 
plying the  boilers  of  marine  engines  with  fresh  water 

Report  of  Professor  Page  relating  to  his  experiments  on  the  applica- 
tion of  electro-magnetism  as  a  motive  power  in  mechanics 

Letter  of  Professor  Espy  relating  to  meteorological  observations 

Detailed  estimates  of  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  report  of 
Lieutenant  Davis,  superintendent  of  the  nautical  almanac 

Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  chief  of  the  bureau  of  Construction, 
Equipment  and  Repair 

Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and 
Hydrography,  including  hydrographic  office,  naval  observatory 
and  naval  academy. . . . « 

Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Navy  1  ards 
and  Docks 

Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions 
and  Clothing. 

Report,  with  detailed  estimate,  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery 

Report  of  the  commandant  of  the  marine  corps,  with  detailed  esti- 
mates fh>m  the  pay  and  quartermasters  of  the  corps 

Aggregate  of  estimates  for  navy  proper,  marine  corps,  special  objects, 
improvement  and  repairs  of  navy  yards,  hospitals  and  magazines 

Greneral  estimates  for  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  iind  the 
several  bureaus  of  the  Navy  Department 

General  estimate  for  the  southwest  executive  building 

Greneral  estimate  for  the  support  of  the  navy 

General  estimate  for  the  support  of  the  marine  coi*ps 

General  estimates  for  special  objects  under  the  control  ol"  the  Navy 
Department 

Statement  of  the  expenditures  under  the  head  of  contingent  expenses, 
as  settled  at  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  for  the  year  ending  June  80,  1851 

Statement  of  the  appropriations  for  the  naval  service,  viz.,  balances 
on  hand  July  1, 1850;  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  1800-51 ; 
amounts  drawn  from  the  Treasury  during  tlie  fiscal  year  1 8o0--51 ; 
and  balances  on  hand  June  30, 1851 « 
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ANNUAL   REPORT  OF  THE  POHTMASTER  GENERAL. 
Aeeompanyin^  docnine7itSy  viz: 

Tablt  Of  mail  seryice  for  the  year  endisg  June  80, 1851 w . 

Statement  of  the  nmnber  of  post  offices  and  length  of  post  roads  in 
the  United  States,  the  annual  amount  paid  for  mail  transporta- 
tion, and  of  receipts  and  ezpeniUtures  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment at  periods  of  five  years,  from  1790  to  1885 

Statement  of  the  number  of  post  offices,  length  of  mail  routes,  extent 
of  mail  transportation  in  the  United  States,  and  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  under  appropriate 
heads,  in  each  year  from  1840  to  1851,  inclusive 

Statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, under  their  several  heads,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  80,  1 861 

Statements  of  amount  of  funds  paid  du^ctly  into  the  Treasury  and 
into  the  several  post  office  depositories. 

Statements  of  dead  letters  containing  money  and  other  articles  and 
the  disposition  of  them 

Statement  of  the  number  of  mail  routes,  contractors,  route  agents, 
local  agents,  and  mail  messengers,  at  the  close  of  the  contract 
year  ending  June  80, 1851 

Statement  of  mail  service  in  the  southern  section,  for  the  year  ending 
June  80, 1861 

Statement  of  mail  service  on  railroads,  as  in  operation  Oct.  1, 1861.. . 

Statement  of  mail  service  in  steamboats  as  in  operation  Oct.  1, 1861. 

Statement  of  United  States  mail  service  abroad,  as  in  operation  Oct. 
1,1851 

Statement  of  total  annual  transportation  of  mails,  and  annual  cost  of 
transportation  fVom  1842  to  1851,  both  inclusive,  with  the 
amount  of  cost  per  mile 

Statement  of  the  amount  paid  for  mail  transportation  and  the  net 
revenue  arising  from  postages  in  each  State  and  Territory  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1851 

ANNUAL  REPORT   UP  THE   SEORETAUY  OP  THE   INTERIOR. 
Ancovipanyinq  donimentSy  viz : 

Tabular  statement  of  expenses  of  tho  judiciaty,  showing  the  increate 
thereof  over  the  increase  of  population 

Tabular  statement  of  salaries  of  tho  district  judges  of  the  United 
States 

Letter  of  acting  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  manner 
of  auditing  the  accounts  of  tho  officers  of  the  federal  courts. . . 

letter  of  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  statutes  pre- 
scribing fees,  &c.,  in  tho  Territories  t)f  New  Mexico,  Utah, 
Oregon  and  Minnesota 

Letter  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  accounts  of 
officers  of  the  federal  courts  of  the  United  States 

Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 

Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Census  Board 

Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions 

Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affiiirs, 


Communioatmg  information  in  relation  to  the  firing  indo  and  seizure  ' 
of  the  American  steamship  Prometheus 

Communicating  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Niles,  late  charge'  d'aS:^\i^%  Vi  , 
Sardinia,  on  the  robject  of  a  ship' Canal  to  ttdiUi  \3ti%  'W^\«r%  ^^ 
the  Atkfltic  and  Pacific  oceans, ,,,,, , 
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In  relation  to  the  free  naTigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  St.  John  and 
other  large  rivers ;  and  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  British  North 

American  flsherieH  by  citizens  of  the  Uoited  States 

Qommonicating  a  resolution  of  the  legislative  council  of  Canada,  ex- 
pressive of  its  satisfaction  fur  the  donations  of  Congress  and 
the  legislatures  of  Yermont  and  New  York,  in  aid  of  the  re-con- 

ttmction  of  the  libraiy  of  the  Canadian  parliament 

Ccanntmicating  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  urging  an  early 
appropriation  to  pay  the  instalment  due  to  Mexico  under  the 

treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo 

CoQUnitnicating  the  correspondence  between  the  Department  of  State 
and  the  United  States  minister  at  Paris,  respecting  the  late  po* 

litical  occurrences  in  France 

X^omsnunicating  the  correspondence  with  the  British  government  in 
relation  to  the  attack  on  the  American  steamer  Prometheus  by 

the  British  brig-of-war  Express 

Communicating  the  annual  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint 

Communicating  the  report  of  the  architect  for  the  extension  of  the 
Capitol,  showing  the  condition  and  progress  of  the  public  works 

mnder  bis  charge 

Communicating  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  respecting 
the  delay  and  difficulty  in  making  the  apportionment  among 
the  States  of  the  representatives  of  the  thirty- third  Congress. . . 
In  relation  to  the  mission  of  Mr.  Balestier,  late  United  States  consul 

at  Singapore,  in  Eastern  Asia 

Transmitting  for  the  revision  of  Congresf,  a  copy  of  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  masters,  &c.,  of  United  States  vessels  at  the  free 

ports  of  China 

Communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  extension  of  the  Capitol 

Communicating  certain  official  documents  relative  to  the  Empire  of 

Japan  and  serving  to  illustrate  the  exiftting  relations  between 

the  United  States  and  Japan '. 

In  relation  to  the  state  of  afTdirs  in  Oregon,  growing  out  of  a  conflict 
of  opinion  among  the  authorities  of  that  Territory  in  regard  to 

the  location  of  the  seat  of  government  therein ,^. 

Communicating  papers  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Samuel  A.  Bel- 

den  &  Co 

Communicating  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied  by  a 
letter  from  the  Spanish  minister,  claiming  indemnity  for  Span- 
ish subjects  who  sustained  injury  in  tjie  popular  tumult  at  New 

Orleans  in  August  1851 

Communicating  the  correspondence  of  the  American  charge  d'afiaires 
at  Vienna  with  the  Department  r.f  State,  on  the  subject  of  the 
apprehension  and  imprisonment ,  by  the  Austrian  authorities,  of 

the  Rev.  Charles  L.  Bi-ace,  an  American  citizen 

Communicating  correspondence  with  Mr.  Hulsemann,  late  charge 
d'aflfkires  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  on  tbe  occasion  of  his 

withdrawal  from  his  place  as  charge  d'affaires 

.  CrommnnicaiingcorreepoLdencc  between  the  governments  of  the  United 
States  and  Mexico  respecting  a  right  9f  way  for  a  railroad  and 

canal  across  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepoc 

lo  relation  to  the  fisheries  on  the  coast  of  the  British  possessions  in 

North  America 

Communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  controversies  between 
tbe  United  States  consul  at  Acapulco,  in  Mexico,  and  tho  Mexi- 
can authorities , 

^OUinnicatlng  the  correspondence  between  the  governments  of  the 
United  States  and  Peru,  regarding  the  Lobes  islands,  (parts 

land  2) 

VMBnnnicatlng  tbo  correspondeT.ee  of  R.  M.  Walsh,  Esq.,  while 
acting  as  a  special  agent  of  the  United  Statss  in  the  Island  of 
SI.  Ponlpgo •  •!»..•• •< 
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Subject. 


Vol.  I   No.    Page 


CommaDicating  copies  of  the  notes  of  Mr.  Lonis  do  la  Rosa  and  Mr. 
J.  M.  Gonsides  de  la  Vega 

Communicating  corren>ODdence  with  Mr.  Lawrence,  United  States 
minister  at  London,  in  relation  to  foreign  postal  arrangements 

Communicating  a  report  from  the  Secr^tar7  of  the  Interior,  in  rela- 
tion to  fixing  we  initial  point  in  the  boundary  line  between  the 
Unltvd  States  ftod  Mexico 

DEPARTMENTS. 

miPOBTS  TSOM  THE  SXC&ETA£T  OF  ITATK : 

Shoirlng  the  amount  expended  under  the  appropriation  fbr  expenaes 
of  the  agent  of  the  Sublime  Porte  of  Turkey 

With  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  Imprisonment  of  John  S. 
Thrasher  at  Hayana,  in  the  island  of  Cuba 

Communfcating  the  letter  of  Mr.  Niles,  late  charge  d'affaires  to  Sar- 
dinia, on  the  subject  of  a  ship  canal  to  unite  the  waters  of  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans 

Communicating  his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Rives,  U.  S.  minister  at 
Paris,  respecting  the  late  political  occurrences  In  Franco 

Communicating  the  report  of  the  board  of  commissioners  on  claims 
against  Mexico 

In  relation  to  the  mission  of  Mr.  Balestier  to  eastern  Asia 

Communicating  a  list  of  clerks  and  others  employed  In  that  depart- 
ment during  the  year  1851,  and  the  amouDt  paid  to  each 

Showing  the  disbursements  for  the  service  of  the  State  Department, 
including  foreign  missions,  for  tho  year  ending  June  80,  1851 . . 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  ot  the  Senate  calling  for  information  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Gardiner  claim 

Accompanying  a  commnnication  from  the  Spanish  minister,  claiming 
indemnity  for  Spanish  subject8  who  sustained  injury  in  the 
popular  tumult  at  New  Orleans,  in  August,  1851 . . . . ! 

Communicating  his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Uulseniann,  late  Austrian 
charge  d'affaires,  on  the  occasion  of  hfs  withdrawal  from  hia 
diplomatic  relations  with  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  expediency  of  adopting  a  graduated  scale  of  diplomatic  sala- 
ries  

In  relation  to  the  promotion,  classification  and  compensation  of  the 
clerics  in  the  several  departments 

Communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  clerks  in  the  State 
Department 

REPOaTS  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TRRASURT  : 

On  the  state  of  the  finances , . 

Communicating  a  statement  of  the  marine  hospital  fund  fbr  the  vear 

1851 '. :.... 

Tranimitting,  with  letter  of  instructions,  the  report  of  the  ofilcers 
eonstituting  the  light-bouse  boards  on  the  condition  of  the 
light-house  establishment  of  the  United  States 

Communicating  iniormation  in  relation  to  the  Louisville  and  Portland 
canal 

Showing  the  contracts  made  by  that  department  during  the  year  1851.; 

On  the  statistics  and  hi^^tory  of  the  steam  marino  of  the  United  States.' 

©n  the  expediency  of  repealing  or  modifying  the  act  concerning  ton-  | 
nage  duty  on  Spanish  vessels  trading  between  the  United  States  i 
and  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Kico I 

In  relation  to  the  establishment  of  a  marine  hospital  at  Memphis 

In  relation  to  the  disbursement  of  appropriations  made  for  locating 
lifeboats  on  the  coast  of  tho  United  States 

Id  answer  to  a  call  for  information  relative  to  the  use  of  the  U.  States 
^       marine  hospitals  for  other  purpose*  than  the  relief  of  sick  and 
disabled  atamtn .•••«««*«., 

OoBBunicatiDg  inlbn&ation  In  relation  to  contta^ta  to  '\\^V\i<^'^ajMa  \ 
autboriMd  to  ^  arecttd  on  tho  PacUlc  qom\  .,..,««««,,« ^ ,« «\ 
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Vol. 


In  coDjunction  with  the  Secretaries  of  the  Interior,  War,  Navy,  and 
the  Postmaster  General,  in  relation  to  the  examination,  promo- 
tion and  classification  of  the  clerks  of  the  seteral  departments.. 

In  relation  to  a  charge  rejected  in  the  account  of  the  Hon.  David  Tod, 
late  minister  to  Brazil,  for  money  advanced  tp  Wm.  £.  Ander- 
son, who  was  sent  to  the  United  States  as  a  witness 

In  relation  to  the  practicability^  utility,  and  probablecost  cf  aship 
canal  across  the  peninsula  of  Florida;  and  also  in  relation  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Straits  of  Florida. , 

Communicating  a  report  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury^  and  other 
papers  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Nahum  Ward 

Communicating  statements  of  the  amoant  paid  by  tiie  Treasury  De- 
partment and  its  several  bureaux  for  printmg,  binding  and 
stationery,  f):om  April  1, 1849,  to  March  81, 1852 

In  relation  to  the  establishment  of  a  depository  of  the  treasury  in  the 
State  of  California 

Communicating  a  report  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  with  a  state- 
ment showing  the  amount  of  the  trust  funds  in  the  treasury  at 
the  close  of  the  last  four  fiscal  years,  and  a  comparative  state- 
ment of  the  balances  per  the  annual  printed  accounts  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  in  the  reports  of  finance  for  1849, 
1^50  and  1861 

In  relation  to  the  revenue  collected  by  James  Collier,  late  collector 
of  the  customs  at  San  Francisco 

In  relation  to  the  employment  of  agents  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 
public  debt '. 

Communicating  a  report  of  the  seizure  and  forfeiture  of  goods  under 
the  tariff  act  of  1846,  on  the  ground  of  under  valuation  or  fraud. 

Showing  the  payments  made  to  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  and  Gen.  Frank- 
lin Pierce , 

Communicating  a  statement  of  the  several  sums  of  money  paid  to 
persons  claiming  the  same,  under  the  act  of  1846,  as  duties 
illegally  exacted 

Communicating  a  report  of  tlie  Register  of  the  Treasury  in  relation 
to  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States 

Communicating  a  list  of  the  names  and  compensation  of  the  clerks  in 
that  department  and  the  subordinate  offices  belonging  thereto, 
except  the  Third  and  Sixth  Auditors  and  Second  Comptroller 
(parti) 

Communicating  the  report  of  a  reconnoissance,  by  Capt.  St.  Lucas, 
of  the  coast  of  California 

Communicating  a  report  in  relation  to  the  trade  of  the  British  North 
American  colonies 

Transmitting  a  report,  tVom  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  ending 

Juno  80,  1861 

(See  index  in  detail,  and  to  general  statements  of  the  above 
document  at  the  end  thereof.) 
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HEPORTS  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE   INTERIOR  : 

On  the  operations  of  the  Interior  Department  during  the  year  1851.. , 

M'itii  statements  of  invalids,  widows  and  orphans  on  the  navy  pension 
roll 

Communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  plan  adopted  in  pre- 
paring the  census  returns 

Communicating  a  copy  of  the  Instructions  given  to  the  commissioners 
appointed  under  the  act  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  private  land 
claims  in  California « 

Communicating  correspondence  with  persons  claiming  to  be  creditors 

of  the  western  Cherokees •  •  •  •  •  v 

Bespecting  the  delay  in  maMng  the  apportionment  ofthe  tepresenta- 
tirfjs  in  the  tidrty-thixd  CoDgresB  • 
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Subject. 


Vol.      No.    Page 


GommimicatiDg  statements  of  rejected  or  suspended  applications  for 
pensions,  and  the  grounds  of  such  suspension  or  rejection 

Showing  balances  of  appropriations  for  the  service  of  that  depart- 
ment on  the  1st  of  July,  1851,  the  repayments  and  transfers, 
with  the  amounts  applicable  to  the  service  during  the  same 
period,  and  the  amounts  drawn  from  the  treasury,  with  such 
appropriations  as  have  been  carried  to  the  surplus  fund  on  the 
Ist  %f  July,  1851 

Communicating  a  report  of  the  architect  of  the  extension  of  the  Capi- 
tol  : 

Communicating  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  in  re- 
lation to  an  amount  duo  the  St.  Regis  Indians 

Communicating  a  copy  of  the  charges  preferred  against  the  present 
commissioner  appointed  to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Mexico 

Communicating  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  rela- 
tive to  debtit  contracted  by  Indian  agents  in  California 

Id  relation  to  a  liquidated  balance  due  the  Creek  Indians  for  losses 
daring  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain 

Communicating  a  copy  of  an  agreement  entered  into  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  with  Alexander  G.  Abell,  in  relation  to  the 
idand  of  Santa  Cruz,  on  the  coast  of  California 

In  answer  to  a  call  tor  information  whether  any  steps  were  taken  to 
investigate  the  charges  preferred  by  Col.  McCIellan  against  Mr. 
Bartlett,  a  commissioner  to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Mexico 

Communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  public  lands  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana : 

Communicating  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
with  copies  of  communications  received  from  the  agents  of  the 
department  in  California,  in  relation  to  debts  contracted  by 
them 

Communicating  a  statement  of  certain  expenditures  for  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  seventh  census 

In  relation  to  the  printing,  binding  and  advertising  executed  for  or  by 
Older  of  that  department 

Communicating  the  names,  compensation,  &c.,  of  the  clerks  in  that 
department  and  the  offices  belonging  thereto 

Communicating  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  the  coast  survey. . 

Communicating  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  to  run  and  mark  the 
boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the  republic  of 
Mexico •. 

REPORTS  FROM  TUB  SKCRKTARY  OF  WAR  : 

On  the  operations  of  the  "War  Department  during  the  year  1851 

With  statements  of  expenditures  from  the  appropriations  lor  contin- 
gencies of  the  offices  and  bureau  of  the  War  Department  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1861 

Showing  the  contracts  made  under  authority  of  tlie  War  Department 
during  the  year  1851 

Relative  to  the  construction  of  a  military  road  from  Fort  Dodge  to 
Dubuque,  and  the  cost  of  transporting  munitions  of  war,  pro- 
visions, &c.,  tisod  at  that  fort,  from  the  Mississippi  river 

Showing  the  names  of  persons  employed  in  the  War  Department 
other  than  officers  of  the  army  during  the  year  1851 

Communicating  a  statement  of  expenditures  for  contingencies  ol'  tlie 
military  establishment  during  the  year  1861 

Showing  tlie  expenses  of  the  national  armories  and  the  number  of 
arms  and  appendages  made  and  repaired  during  the  year  1861 

Communicating  reports  in  relation  to  the  inundations  of  the  Mis&va- 
sippi  river , , • . 
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Subject. 


In  relation  to  the  claims  of  the  territory  of  Iowa  for  the  expenses  of 
a  portion  of  tbo  militia  of  tliat  territory,  called  into  serrice 

during  the  autumn  of  1839 , 

Communicating  an  abstract  of  the  returns  of  the  militia  of  the  United 

States,  and  ol  their  arms,  accoutrements  and  ammunition.  . . . , 

In  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  act  to  found  a  military  asylum  for 

the  relief  and  support  of  invalid  and  disabled  soldiers  of  the 

United  States  army 

Oommunicating  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  money  necessary  to  be 
appropriated  for  the  commencement  of  the  fortifications  at 
San  Francisco 

CoromuQicating  a  statem^ot  showing  the  number  of  fire-arms  belong* 
ing  to  the  United  SUteH 

Oommunicating  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Gwin,  chairman  of  the  Senate  com- 
mittee on  naval  affairs,  a  report  fVom  Colonel  Abert,  chief  of 
the  bureau  of  topographical  engineers,  and  a  oommunioation 
from  Captain  HardcasUo  on  the  subject  of  diverting  the  river 
of  San  Diego  into  False  Bay,  &c < 

Coniansicating  a  report  of  the  survey  estimates,  &c.,  of  a  route  for 
a  road  from  St.  Louis  to  the  Big  Bend  of  the  Red  river,  by 
Joshua  Barney , 

Communicating  a  supplemental  report  of  the  battle  of  Cerro  Gordo, 
made  by  General  Pillow  to  General  Scott 

Oo  the  necessity  of  establishing  suitable  depots  /or  the  preservation 
of  gunpowder  belonging  to  the  United  Statee 

In  relation  to  contracts  made  with  ofQcers  of  the  anny  to  ftimish 
supplies  to  the  ;!;ovti  iiment 

In  relation  to  civil  officers  employed  in  the  territory  of  New  Mexico 
while  under  military  government. 

In  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  Tennessee  river 

Communicating  a  report  of  the  topographical  bureau  in  relation  to 
the  improvement  of  the  St.  Clair  flats 

Communicating  a  copy  of  the  reconnaissance,  by  Lieutenant  Derby,  ( 
of  the  gulf  of  California  and  the  Colorado  river { 

In  relation  to  the  construction  of  a  canal  across  the  peninsula  of 
Florida 

In  relation  to  the  printing,  binding,  and  advertising  executed  for  or 
by  order  of  the  War  Department 

In  relation  to  a  proposed  increase  of  the  number  of  cadets  and  a 
change  in  tlic  coarse  of  inslniction  at  the  military  academy, 
AvitVi  an  estimato  of  the  (ixpent^es  thereof 

Commmiicaling  the*  names,  coniporiMaiion,  K-c,  of  the  clerks  in  the 
War  Department  and  its  bureau 

Communicating  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Derby  in  relation  to  the 
Tulares  valley 

In  relation  to  the  Alexicau  boundary  commission 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  9KCKETARY  OP  THE  NAVT  : 


On  the  operations  of  the  Navy  Department  during  the  year  1861 

Transmitting  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  in  the  case  ol 
\Vm.  K..  Latimer,  a  captain  in  ilie  navy 

Commnrrcaiing  copies  of  contracts  lor  the  conHtrtiction  of  dry  docks, 
b^sii;^  and  rail.vHvs  at  Kittiry,  Philadelphia  and   Pensacola; 
aud  UiV  a  iiuatinf<  sectional  dock  at  Sin  Francisco 

Coramuiiicnting,  in  conjunction  with  the  Postmaster  General,  informa- 
tion iti  relati(»n  to  the  contuct-s,  with  copies  thereof,  for  the 
tiau8poit;itic>n  vf  the  maila  by  .st^.'llIll^hipy  between  New  York 
and  California 

In  relation  to  the  expedien«'y  of  a  nconnois>;iiice  of  the  routes  of  na- 
vigation in  the  Northern  and  in  the  Chma  and  Japan  seas 

Cowiunnicnting  tlio  reports  of  En5:iiieer  Ellis,  and  other  officers,  o(  a 
/*'5/  of  coalti  liia^ie  at  tfce  navy-yard  at  Was>\m\%t.*jn. , . .  • 
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8«Viect. 


Id  relalioB  to  the  <|aaiitieii  of  the  several  species  of  coal  now  ujod  by 
ike  MTj  0t  ibe  Uniled  States 

CoDamnnieatiog  (he  names  of  naval  officers  who  have  received  greater 
pay  tkan  is  provided  by  the  act  regulating  the  pay  of  the  Davy, 
the  amovDt  paid  and  the  authority  therefor 

In  answer  to  the  resolntion  calling  for  information  in  regard  to  officers 
•f  the  navy  receiving  greater  compensation  than  is  provided 
by  act  of  liarch  8^  1B35,  whether  settled  in  the  office  of  the 
Poartb  Auditor  or  elsewhere,  and  especially  whether  any  of 
ttioae  oiBcera  employed  on  the  coast  survey  are  receiving  such 
•ompensatioB 

Communicating  a  report  of  the  engineer-in-chief  of  the  nary,  on  the 
eomparative  value  ot  i\\e  anthracite  and  bituminous  coals 

Connnunicating  information  of  the  removal  of  the  wreck  of  the  United 
States  steam  fngate  Missouri  from  thu  Bay  of  Gibraltar 

In  AMwer  lo  a  resolution  calling  for  the  report  of  the  board  on  maiinc 
condensers 

Commnnlcaling  a  report  of  Lieutenant  Davis,  thu  officer  charged  with 
the  superintendence  of  the  preparation  of  the  American  Nau- 
tical Almanac 

In  relation  to  the  printing,  bhading  and  advertising  executed  for  or  by 
order  of  the  Navy  Department 

Communicating  the  names,  compensation,  &c.,  of  the  clerics  in  that 
department  and  itfl  bureaus 

Communicating  letter*  from  officers  of  the  navy  on  the  subject  of  cor- 
poral punishment  in  the  navy,  and  a  rovi9ion  of  the  regulations 
tor  its  better  government 

In  relation  to  dry  docks  in  California 


Vol. 


BSPORTS   PROM   TUB    I'OSTMASTKR   GKNER.AL: 

-On  the  operation*  of  the  Post  Office  Department  during  the  year 
1851 

With  statements  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Post  Office 
Departnnent  for  the  qoarter  ending  September  80, 1852.. 

Communicating  information  and  correspondence  in  relation  to  the 
contracts  for  transporting  the  mails  in  steamships  between 
New  York  and  California 

In  relation  to  the  postal  operations  of  the  United  States 

Communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Post  Office 
Department 

RRPORT    FROM  TUK   ATTORNEY   OENTUJLL: 

Commnnicatingthe  names,  compensation,  &c.,  of  the  clerks  employed 
in  his  office  during  the  year  1851 


SUBORDINATE  DEPARTMENTS. 

RftrOSTS   FROM  TUB   COMUISSIOlf ER   OP   THR  GENBRAL   LAND  OFFiCK  : 

On  the  operationit  of  the  General  Land  Office  during  the  year  1851.. . 

TroB'-iQltting  a  copy  of  instnictions  to  the  commissioners  to  ascertain 
and  settle  the  private  land  claims  in  California,  and  to  thu 
snrveyor-goneral  of  California  in  connection  with  the  subject. . . 

In  relation  to  the  public  lands  in  Louisiana 

RBPORTS   FROM   TUK   00MMi8Bn>N£R   OF    INDIAH    Af  PAIRS  : 

On  ttkO  operations  of  the  Indian  Department  during  the  year  18-31 

ConuBvnioating  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  John  E . 

and  Amos  Kendiall 

In  relation  to  the  amount  due  the  St.  Regis  Indiana 

Ja  relation  to  dabte  contracted  by  Indian  ag^^iatH  \n  C^\\\oitv\q. 
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INDEX. 


Subject. 


In  relation  to  a  liquidated  balance  due  the  Creek  Indians  for  losses 
during  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain 

Communicating  copies  of  communications  received  from  the  agents 
of  the  Indian  Department  in  California  in  relation  to  debts 
contracted  by  them 


Vol. 


REPORT  FROM  TUE  COMMISSIONER  OF  PATENTS  : 

In  relation  to  arts  and  manufactures  for  the  year  1861  (Part  1.) 
In  relation  to  agriculture  for  the  year  1851  (Part  2.) 


REPORTS  FROM  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  PENSIONS  : 

On  the  operations  of  the  Pension  Office  during  the  year  1851 
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32d  Congress,  [SENATE.]  Ex.  Do6. 

1st  Session.  No.  119. 


REPORT 


or  THB 


SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 


MADB  nr  COMPLIAWCB  WITH 


A  resolution  of  the  Senate  calling  for  information  in  relation  to  the  com' 
mission  appointed  to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  hcttoeen  the    United    ' 
States  and  Mexico. 


JvLi  26, 1853.— Referred  to  a  Select  Committee  on  the  lubject. 
AuGuiT  31, 1852- — Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Washington,  Jw/y,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  19th  of  March  last  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
adopted  a  resolution  in  the  following  words : 

"  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be  directed  to  report  as  soon  as 
practicable,  to  the  Senate — 

"1st.  Copies  of  all  instructions  given  to  the  commissioner  aj^inted 
to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico ;  together  with  all  correspondence  in  relation  to  said  boundary 
not  yet  submitted  to  the  Senate. 

"2d.  The  number  and  names  of  persons  employed  upon  said  work. 

"  3d.  The  amount  of  money  disbursed  and  the  manner  in  which 
expended  by  the  present  commissioner. 

"4th.  The  probable  amount  of  money  necessary  to*  finish  said 
work." 

I  thought  it  could  not  have  been  the  intention  of  the  Senate,  or  of 
the  mover  of  the  resolution,  to  require  the  department  again  to  send 
to  the  Senate  the  instructions  to  the  commissioner  which  had  already 
been  communicated  and  printed ;  and  that  it  was  very  likely  many 
papers  were  on  file  relating  to  the  subject  of  the  boundary,  which 
were  not  really  intended  to  be  called  for  by  the  resolution,  the  copy- 
ing of  which  would  involve  much  labor  and  useless  expense ;  and  1 
accordingly  addressed  a  note  to  the  honorable  senator  trom  Califor- 
nia who  moved  the  resolution,  suggesting  the  propriety  of  his  calling 
at  the  department  and  designating  such  of  the  papers  as  it  was  his 
intention  to  embrace  by  the  resolution. 

That  senator,  adopting  my  sugBestion,  c^Y^^di  ^  ^'^  ^^-^^osxssiKc&i. 
and  indicated  the  papers  which  he  desired* 
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They  were  copied  as  soon  as  the  other  pressing  business  before  the 
department  would  permit,  and  I  now  have  the  honor  to  submit  them 
to  the  Senate. 

The  number  and  names  of  persons  employed  on  the  work  cannot 
possibly  be  stated  at  present.  Since  the  reorganization  of  the  com- 
mission in  this  city  in  the  summer  of  1860,  changes  have  been  con- 
tinually taking  place  by  removal,  resignation,  or  reduction  of  force, 
with  a  view  to  economize  as  much  as  possible  the  funds  appropriated 
for  the  work.  Despatches  just  received  from  Major  Emory,  the  pres- 
ent surveyor  and  chief  astronomer,  inform  me  that  he  has  still  further 
and  materially  reduced  that  portion  of  the  commission  under  his 
charge ;  but  does  not  state  whose  services  have  been  discontinued. 

As  to  the  amount  of  money  disbursed  and  the  manner  in  which  ex- 
pended by  the  present  commissioner,  a  report  from  the  Fifth  Auditor 
of  the  Treasury  has  been  called  for,  and  will  be  communicated  to  the 
Senate  as  soon  as  received. 

It  is  believed  that  the  sum  asked  and  appropriated  to  meet  deficien- 
cies for  the  past  fiscal  year,  and  that  asked  in  the  general  estimates 
submitted  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of  Congress 
for  the  current  fiscal  year,  being  together  $200,000,  will  complete  the 
entire  field-work  of  the  survey. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary, 

Hon.  W.  R.  King, 

President  of  the  Senate. 


Treasury  Department, 
Fifth  Auditor's  Office,  December  28,  1849. 

8ia:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  morning,  I  have  the  honor  to 
estate  that  there  has  been  paid  to  Commissioner  Weller,  as  per  Regis- 
ter's certificate,  the  sum  of  $33,325;  and  that  he  has  rendered 
vouchers  for  the  disbursement,  on  account  of  the  commission,  of  the 
sum  of  $24,849  32.  As  the  account  of  Mr.  Weller  has  not  yet  been 
adjusted,  none  of  the  vouchers  accompanying  it  have  been  rejected ; 
nor  is  it  probable,  after  a  careful  examination  of  them,  that  much,  if 
anythiEig,  will  be  disallowed,  as  his  disbursements,  as  supported  by 
ithese  vouchers,  appear  to  have  been  necessary  for  the  commission. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  PLEASONTON. 

Hon.  Thomas  Ewino, 

Secretary  <^the  Interior. 


Mexican  Legation,  Washington,  April  20,  1850. 

The   undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 

dary  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  has  the  honor  of  addressing  himself 

^  tie  Becrctarj  4»i  State  t>f  Uie  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
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ihfbrmm^  him  thai  bb  the  labors  of  the  commission  charged  x^ith 
«ettling  the  boundaries  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States,  accord** 
ing  to  the  stipulations  of  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo,  have  been  interrupted  and  suspended,  the  government  of 
Mexico  has  thoroughly  investigated  the  causes  which  have  led  to  the 
suspension  alluded  to  in  the  labors  of  the  commissioners. 

The  government  of  the  undersigned  was  especially  desirous  to 
know  if  there  had  been  any  fault  or  delay  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
ciissioners  or  that  republic  which  could  have  caused  any  interruption 
in  the  settlement  of  the  boundaries.  From  the  information  and  data 
which  the  government  of  Mexico  has  received  in  connexion  with  this 
subject,  it  is  fully  convinced  that  the  aforesaid  operations  could  not 
have  been  interrupted  or  suspended  in  consequence  oT  any  fault  ot 
deficiency  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  commissioners.  From  the 
information  and  data  which  the  government  of  the  undersigned  has 
collected  together,  it  must  be  confessed  that  if  the  task  of  defining 
the  boundary  line  has  been  suspended  and  postponed  until  the  month 
of  November  of  the  present  year,  it  has  resulted  entirely  fi-om  the 
fact  that  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  have  frequently  been 
absent  in  California,  and  that  latterly  the  said  commissioners,  with 
«ome  exceptions,  have  not  participated  in  the  operations  of  settling 
the  boundaries*  It  was  these  same  commissioners  of  the  United 
States  who  proposed,  as  the  only  means  by  which  these  important 
labors  could  be  continued,  that  the  prosecution  of  the  same  should  be 
delayed  until  next  November*  General  Garcia  Conde,  chief  of  the 
Mexican  commission,  in  agreeing  to  this  proposition  only  yielded  to 
the  force  of  necessity ;  and  although  this  chief  found  himself  encom- 
passed with  diffltulties  to  continue  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  yet 
he  was  determined,  as  he  intimated  it  to  the  United  States  commis- 
sioners, not  to  interrupt  the  operations,  the  management  of  which  had 
been  intrusted  to  him  by  his  government. 

The  government  of  the  undersigned  deems  it  expedient  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  should  be  fully  advised  of  these 
ikcts,  in  order  that  if  in  future  the  unsettled  state  of  the  boundaries 
between  the  two  republics  should  unfortunately  give  rise  to  any 
unpleasant  differences  between  them,  no  blame  whatever  may  be  im- 
puted to  the  government  of  Mexico,  which  beUeves  to  have  done  all 
that  duty  required  to  carry  out  the  stipulations  of  the  6th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Guadalupe. 

The  undersigned  has  been  instructed  by  his  government  to  stimu- 
late that  of  the  United  States,  in  order  that  the  latter  may  adopt  any 
cowrse  of  action  it  may  deem  most  conducive  to  the  speedy  settle- 
ment of  the  boundaries  between  the  two  republics,  as  stipulated  in 
ike  above-mentioned  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace. 

The  republic  of  Mexico  has  expended  up  to  the  present  moment, 
m  defra^ying  the  cost?  for  the  first  operations  for  definmg  the  boundary 
line,  in  salaries  for  those  employed  on  the  commission,  and  the  escort 
attending  it,  more  than  forty  thousand  dollars.  If  these  expenses,  or , 
a  part  of  them,  should  prove  to  have  been  useless,  in  consequence  of 
any  jrica  that  m^  hereafter  be  presented  for  commencing  the  opera- 
tions anew,  upon  which  the  final  setdemeut  of  the  bouxi^^  ^^^^tl^^ 
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th^  undersigned  trusts  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  wiH 
not  deny  to  Mexico  the  right  of  claiming  indemnification  for  these 
losses. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to-  lenew  to  the 
Secjetary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  consider-^ 
ation. 

LUIS  DE  LA  ROSA- 


Depabtmext  of  State, 

Washingtanj  April  35,  1860. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  a  translation  of  a  note,  under 
date  the  20th  instant,  addressed  to  this  department  by  the  Mexican 
minister,  relative .  to  the  proceedings  of  the  joint  commission  for 
marking  the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  that  republic, 
pursuant  to  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  CLAYTON. 
Hon.  Thomas  Ewing, 

Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior^ 


Banking-house  of  Chubb,  Schenck  &  Co.r 

Washingtofij  January.  28,  1861. 

Sir:  In  order  to  facilitate  the  prompt  departure  of  the  United 
States  and  Mexican  boundary  commission  in  July  last,  we  at  consid- 
erable inconvenience  advanced  the  necessary  funds  to  the  commis- 
sioner, John  R.  Bartlett,  esq.,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  at  that  time,  there  being  no  appropriation  at  that  time 
from  which  the  monev  could  be  drawn.  Mr.  Bartlett  also  made  an 
arrangement  with  us  by  which  he  could  check  on  us  for  his  disburse- 
ment3,  payable  in  any  of  the  principal  cities.  He  also  left  with  us 
allotment  rolls,  requesting  us  to  make  monthly  payments  to  those 
designated  on  said  rolls.  This  we  have  promptly  done.  Mr.  Bart- 
lett has  failed  to  keep  us  in  funds  by  requisition,  as  promised,  but  we 
promptly  paid  his  checks  and  the  allotments.  His  account  has  been 
lor  some  time  overdrawn,  and  is  now  ahout  $3,600.  The  allotments 
to  be  paid  on  the  81st  instant  will  increase  the  amount  to  about 
$5,000.  His  checks  are  also  coming  in  for  payment,  and  appear  to 
be  for  suppUes  furnished  the  expedition. 

Many  persons  here  and  in  other  cities  are  entirely  dependent  on  the 
allotments  for  their  support,  and  much  distress  would  be  caused  if  the 
allotments  were  suspended. 

An  examination  of  Mr.  Bartlett's  account  can  be  made  in  a  few 
minutes,  and  we  respectfully  request  that  one  of  your  clerks  may  be 
allowed  to  do  so,  that  he  may  report  to  you  its  condition.  We  also 
respectfully  request  that  you  will  cause  a  requisition  to  be  issued  in 
our  favor  for  a  sum  sufficient  to  cover  the  balance  that  may  be  found 
due  us,  or  that  you  will  withhold  enough  of  the  appropriation  to 
seci^e  us  from  I09&  should  Mr.  Bartlett  fau  to  forwaord  requisitions  to 
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MS.    You  will  also  oblige  by  informing  if  you  wish  us  to  pay  the 
allotments  until  pisaced  in  funos. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

CHUBB,  SCHENCK  &  CO. 
Hon.  A.  H.  H«  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Dep^Mtmeni  of  ike  Interior. 


New  York,  Ocksher  14,  1851. 

Sir:  We  beg  permission  to  address  you  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining, if  practicable,  how  soon  payment  may  be  expected  of  the 
followmg  described  drafts  upon  your  department,  viz : 

John  R.  Bardett,  El  Paso,  July  14,  1851,  in  fawr  of  J.  W,  Ma- 
goffin, at  one  day's  sight,  for  $4,000. 

O.  H.  Tillinghast,  El  Paso,  July  9,  1851,  one  day's  sight,  favor  of 
Juan  Maria  Ponce  de  Leon,  ibr  $6,000. 

We  have  received  these  drafts  from  Messrs.  Lewis  Jb  Groesbeck, 
of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  for  collection  on  account  of  an  indebtedness,  • 
past  due,  contracted  for  merchandise,  which  they  have  employed  in 
nimishing  provisions  and  other  supplies  for  trains  in  the  employment 
of  the  boundary  commission. 

These  parties  (Messrs.  L.  &  G.)  have  advanced  largely  to  these 
people,  and  have  received  these  drafts  in  payment,  in  the  confident 
nope  and  expectation  that  the  same  would  be  paid  upon  presentation 
at  your  department;  but  they  learn,  to  their  great  disappomtment  and 
senous  detriment,  that  payment  is  likely  to  be  deferred  for  a  time,  and 
may  be  deferred  untfl  another  appropriation  is  made  by  Congress  to 
meet  said  drafts. 

As  said  above,  Messrs.  Lewis  &  Groesbeck  are  debtors  of  ours, 
and  at  present  they  have  no  other  means  of  payment  except  theSe 
drafts,  and  we  have  been  constrained  to  receive  them  fi-om  Messrs. 
L.  &  G.  on  account;  we  are,  therefore,  exceedingly  desirous  of 
learning  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment  how  toon  payment  of  the 
above  described  drafts  may  be  expected,  and  whether  or  not  some 
arrangement  cannot  be  made  whereby  we  may  be  able  to  realize  the 
money  which  the  drafts  call  for  at  an  earUer  period  than  an  appropri- 
ation could  be  expected  in  the  ordinary  course  of  such  matters  by 
Congress  for  said  purposes. 

A  reply  to  this  communication  at  your  earliest  convenience  will 
greatly  oblige  your  very  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  STEWARD  Jr.,  &  Co., 

58  Broadway  J  New  York. 

Hon.  Secbetazy  of  Dbpartbcent  of  the  Intbriob, 

Wa$hi$igtonj  D.  C. 


New  Yowc,  October  28,  1851. 

Sir  :  We  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  a  letter  on  the  1 4th  instant, 
to  which  we  have  not  as  yet  been  favored  with  a  le^V^*    "^  ^  ^<^>dJA^ 
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therefore,  bee  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  letter  of  that  date,  and  to  request 
that  you  wifl,  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,*  reply  to  the  same» 
giving  us  the  information  sougnt  to  be  obtained. 

We  are,  in  common  with  aJl  other  business  men  in  this  community,, 
greatly  in  need  of  money  at  this  time,  and  it  would  really  be  a  serious 
detriment  to  be  forced  to  await  an  appropriatioii  by  Congress  before- 
we  can  realize  the  amount  on  these  drafts.  And  we  have  indulged 
the  hope  that,  under  circumstances  such  as  exist  in  this  case,  it  might 
rest  with  the  department  to  pay  these  drafts  before  an  a}>propriaaon 
be  made  by  Congress  for  the  purpose.  If  we  are  wrong  m  this  con- 
clusion, ana  no  arrangement  can  be  made  whereby  the  money  can  be 
realized  upon  these  drafts,  it  is  important  that  we  shall  be  apprized  of 
it.  But  It  does  seem  to  be  a  hard  case  that,  with  an  overflowing 
treasury,  the  creditcnrs  of  the  government  should  be  compelled  to  sufier 
from  delay  of  payment  of  clauns  so  well  founded  as  mose^  under  con«» 
sideration. 

Respectfully  bespeaking  an  early  reply  to  tUs  communication,  we 
are  your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  STEWARD  Jr.,  &  Co^ 

58  Broadway^  New  Tarl^ 

Hon.  Secretary  of  Department  of  the  Interior, 

WadnnglOMi  Ik  C 
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MISCELLANEOUS  CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THE  MEXICAN  BOUNIXARY 
COMMISSION,  FROM  JUNK  85,  1850,  TO  FEBRUARY  10,  1851. 

Isist  of  the  members  of  the  United  States  and  Mexican  Boundary  Commis* 

sion^  wi$h  their  pay. 


John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner 

A.  B.  Gray,  principal  surveyor 

Thomas  H.  Webb,  M.  D.,  secretary 

Robert  C.  Murphy,  assistant  secretary  and  clerk 

James  Mhrer,  quartermaster 

George  F.  Bartlett,  commissary 

Heiwy  Jacobs,  assistant  quartermaster.^ 

J.  M.  Bigelow,  M.  D.,  surgeon 

J.aCremony,  interpreter 

Joseph  Morehead,  first  assistant  surveyor 

J.  H.  Prioleau,  first  assistant  surveyor 

John  Bull,  first  assistant  surveyor 

A.  De  Vaudricourt,  principal  draughtsman 

8.  H.  Kettlewell,  first  assistant  in  astronomical  obser- 
vations  , 

M.  T.  W.  Chandler,  magnetic  and  meteorological  re- 
corder  

Henry  C.  Force,  first  assistant  magnetic  and  meteoro- 
logical recorder 

James  Henning,  computer  and  assistant  astronomical 
observer 

John  O'Donahue,  computer  and  assistant  astronomical 
observer 

Huffh  Campbell,  computer  and  assistant  astronomical 
oDserver 

P.  Creniou,  computer  and  assistant  astronomical  ob- 
server  

R.  A.  Matthews,  computer  and  assistant  astronomical 
observer 

Theodore  F.  Moss,  mining  engineer 

George  Thurber,  botanist , 

Thomas  Thompson,  second  assistant  surveyor 

M.  Von  Hippel,  draughtsman 

A.  Von  Stemwehr,  draughtsman 

Eugene  Hesse,  draughtsman , 

Edward  Barry,  assistant  to  engineers 

Alexander  A.  Camp,  assistant  to  engineers 

J,  Charles  Sheldon,  quartermaster's  clerk , 

Jas.  P.  Espy,  jr.,  rec'r  and  attendant  on  instruments. . , 

George  G.  Gamer,  do 

George  P.  Ihrie,  do , 

Thomas  W.  Jones,  do , 


$3,000  00 

3,000 

00 

1,500 

00 

1,000 

00 

1,500 

00 

1,500  00 

800 

00 

1,500  00 

800 

00 

1,500  00  . 

1,400 

00 

1,400 

00 

1,400 

00 

1,200 

00 

1,000  00 

720  00 

720 

00 

720  00 

600  00 

600  00 

1,000  00 
800  00 
800  00 
800  00 
800  00 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00 
547  50 
547 ,50 
547  60 
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List  of  members f  4^. — Continiied. 


James  Steel,  recV  and  attendant  on  instruments.. 

Jno.  B.  Stewart,  do 

Charles  A.  Sno^den,  do ^ 

Malcolm  Seaton,  do«....« 

George  L.  Peirce,  do 

RA-PhilUps,  do , 

William  White,  jr.  do 

A.R  Wilbar,  do 

J.  T.  McDuflSe,  do.  - 

Clement  Young,  chain-bearer  and  station-marker. 

WiUiam  Bausman,  do 

Henry  C.  Cranston,  do , 

George  M.  Gordon,  do , 

R.L- Griffin,  •    do , 

Joseph  Hoban,  do , 

James  H.  Houston,  do 

F.D- Keller,  do ., 

Peter  B.  Moury,  do , 

Raymond  Nias,  do 

C.  Neville  Simms,  do 

T.W.Tansill,  do .., 

James  T.  Scott,  do 

S-  P.  Sanford,  do 

Frank  Wheaton,  do 

J.  E.  Weems,  do. .  * 

William  S.  West,  do 

William  Yerby,  do 

Charles  H.  Mallory,  hospital  steward 

Thomas  Dunn,  clerk 

George  W,  Miller,  blacksmith , , 

James  Lynch,  blacksmith 

William  T.  Brooke,  wheelwright. 

Samuel  S.  Moe,  carpenter 

William  Ferguson,  carpenter 

R.  M.  Tuttle,  armorer , 

C.  W.  Litchfield,  tailor 

B.  F.  Bums,  tailor 

J^^mes  E.  Owens,  tailor 

(Jeorge  McClelland,  shoemaker 

M.  Gassaway,  shoemaker 

R.  B.  Smith,  stone-cutter 

S.  McPherson,  stbne-cutter , 

J.  Roane,  stone-cutter 

John  J.  Mankin,  stone-cutter 

Charles  Rainey,  laborer 

Thomas  Dillon,  laborer 

Tffeaothy  Carroll,  laborer 

Jacob  JohnstoUy  laborer 


$547  50 
547  50 
547  50 
547  50 
547  50 
547  50 
547  50 
547  50 
547  50 
456  25 
456  25 
456  25 
456  25 
456  25 
456  25 
456  25 
456  Q5 
456  25 
456  25 
456  25 
456  25 
456  25 
456  25 
456  25 
456  25 
456  25 
456  25 
456  25 
240  00 
810  00 
720  00 
600  00 
600  00 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00 
480  00 
480  00 
600  00 
600  00 
600  00 
4S0  00 
480  00 
600  00 
600  00 
600  00 
360  00 
360  00 


S.  Doc.  119. 


9 


List  ofmemberSi  ^. — Continued. 


Hngh  Murray,  laborer 

Hiland  Miller,  butcher  and  quartermaster  sergeant 

James  Shackleford,  harness-maker 

L.  C.  Houghton,  orderly  to  Colonel  McClellan. . . , 

Seven  cooks  at  $365  each 

Eight  servants  at  $365  each 

Five  teamsters  at  $300  each 

Eight  muleteers,  herders,  &c.,  at  $250  each 

Four  United  States  top.  engineers  at  $1,500  each. 


Total. 


$480  00 

900  00 

720  00 

240  00 

2,555  00 

2,920  do 

1,500  00 

2,000  00 

6,000  00 

78,131  26 


El  Paso  del  Norte,  February  10,  1851. 
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List  of  Papers. 

J.  R,  Bartlett  tx)  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham,  June  19,  1850, 
requesting  a  programme  of  him  for  the  farce  necessary  to  carry  on 
the  obiecis  of  the  commission. 

J,  R,  Bartlett  to  the  Hon.  Thomas  Ewing,  with  programme  of  a 
corps  of  naturalists,  and  estimated  cost  of  same. 
"^  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  in  reply  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  June 
20,  1860. 

J.  R.  Bartlett  to  Captain  W.  F.  English,  July  6,  1860,  relative  to 
the  charter  of  a  steambc^t. 

J.  R.  Bartlett  to  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  McClellan,  requesting 
the  organization  of  a  party  to  . survey  the  route  fix>m  Indianola  to  El 
Paso,  September  2,  1860. 

Reply  to  same,  with  a  list  of  the  party. 

J,  K.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mc- 
Clellan, September  19,  1860,  an  order  to  be  read  in  camp  relative 
to  the  preservation  of  harmony  and  good  order. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Biffelow  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  relative  to  ac- 
commodations lor  the  sick  in  San  Antonio,  September  29,  1860. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mc- 
Clellan, announcing  his  intention  to  leave  the  main  body,  and  proceed 
in  advance  to  El  Paso,  with  a  list  of  his  party,  October  8,  1860. 

Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  McClellan  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commis- 
sioner, enclosing  a  correspondence  with  A.  De  Vaudricourt,  relative 
to  his  joining  the  advance  party,  October,  1860. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Bigelow  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  stating  the  rea- 
sons why  Mr.  Vaudricourt  did  not  join  his  party. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner:  general  order  to  his  party  for  its 
government  on  its  march. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Brevet  Major  Van  Home,  com- 
manding officer  at  El  Paso,  dated  in  camp  on  Delaware  creek,  asking 
aid  and  provisions  and  mules,  November  6,  1860. 

Brevet  Major  Van  Home  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  in  reply, 
November  9, 1850. 

George  Thurber  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  dated  at  Salt  Lake, 
giving  an  account  of  his  joumey,  November,  1860. 

J.  K.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Brevet  Major  J.  Van  Home,  asking 
an  additional  company  for  the  escort,  December  14,  1860. 

Major  Van  Home  in  reply,  January  11, 1851. 

Brevet  Colonel  J.  Munroe  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  in  reply, 
declining  to  fumish  the  escort  required.    December  27,  1860. 

Adjutant  General  R.  Jones  to  Major  Van  Home,  July  30,  1860,  in 
relation  to  the  escort  for  the  boundary  commission. 

Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  McClellan  to  A.  De  Vaudricourt,  princi- 
pal draughtsman  of  the  commission,  in  relation  to  a  box  of  drawing 
materials,  December  18,  1850. 

-.  A.  De  Vaudricourt  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  conmiissioner,  transmitting  the 
above  letter,  December  20,  1850. 
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J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  same,  December  21,  1850. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  Mc- 
Ciellan,  in  relation  to  the  same,  December  21,  1850. 

Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  McClellan  in  reply,  December  22, 1850. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  Mc- 
Clellan, in  relation  to  property  belonging  to  the  boundary  commission 
in  his  hands,  December  23,  1850. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  in  rela- 
tion to  Col(Hiel  McClellan  and  his  responsibility,  December  24,  1851. 

J.  R.  Bartlett  to  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  McClellan,  informing 
him  that  charges  had  been  preferred  against  him  in  Washington,  and 
suggesting  to  him  to  withdraw  voluntarily  from  the  commission  on  the 
score  of  ill-health,  (unofficial,^  December  4,  1850. 

Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  McClellan  in  reply,  requesting  further 
information,  December  9,  1850. 

J.  R.  Bartlett  to  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  McClellan,  in  reply,  on 
the  same  subject,  (unofficial,)  December  10,  1850. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  McClel- 
lan, apprizing  him  officially  of  the  charges  preferred  against  him,  and 
relieving  him  from  the  duties  of  chief  astronomer,  &c.,  to  the  boundary 
commission,  December  16,  1850. 

Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  McClellan  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commis^ 
sinner,  in  reply,  protesting  against  the  course  pursued  towards  him  in 
this  matter,  December  19,  1850. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  E.  Barry,  with  order  to  be  read  to 
the  members  of  the  commission,  notifying  them  of  Colonel  McClel- 
lan's  removal,  December  19,  1850. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  with  a 
list  of  the  party  selected  oy  him  as  his  assistants  in  the  astronomical 
observatory,  December  20,  1850. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  with  a 
list  of  persons  employed  in  San  Elizario,  December  20,  1850. 

J.  R.  Bartletty  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  appoint- 
ing him  chief  astronomer  in  place  of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J. 
McClellan,  December  15,  1850. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  in  reply 
to  his  letter  of  the  21st  December,  December  26, 1850. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  in  re- 
ply, December  28,  1850. 

Same  to  same,  in  relation  to  surveys,  and  his  opinion  on  the  5th 
article  of  the  treaty,  December  30,  1850. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt of  resolution  of  the  joint  commission,  December  31,  1850. 

J.  R.  Bartlett  to  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  in  relation  to  the 
organization  of  the  commission,  January  2,  1851. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  to  J.  R  Bartlett,  commissioner,  in  reply. 

Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  McClellan  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commis- 
sioner, enclosing  his  accounts  against  the  commission,  January,  1851. 

J.  R.  Bartlett^  commissioner,  to  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  M.cGle.1^ 
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Ian,  in  relation  to  his  accounts — ^referring  one  of  them  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior,  January  9,  1861. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  G.  F.  Bartlett,  commissary,  in  rela- 
tion to  subsistence  furnished  Colonel  McClellan,  January  6. 

Henry  Jacobs,  assistant  commissary,  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commis- 
sioner, m  reply,  January  8,  1861. 

Charges  made  against  the  conunissary  of  the  boundary  commis- 
sion, complaining  of  the  insufficiency  and  inferiority  of  provisions. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  J.  H.  Prioleau,  esq.,  assistant  sur- 
veyor, in  reply  to  same,  with  accompanying  letters,  January  6,  1851. 

Geo.  F.  Bartlett,  commissary,  to  J.  H.  Prioleau,  in  reply  lo  the 
charges  against  him,  January  7,  1851. 

H.  Milieu's  (commissary's  sergeant)  statement  in  relation  to  the  quality 
of  the  meat,  January  7,  1851. 

Lieutenant  W.  H.  Wood,  3d  infantry,  assistant  commissary,  to  J. 
R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  in  relation  to  the  provisions  furnished  by 
him  to  the  boundary  commission,  January  4,  1851. 

Captain  W.  B.  Johns,  in  relation  to  same,  3d  in&ntry. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  to  J.  H.  Prioleau,  assistant  surveyor, 
with  directions  for  surveying  a  portion  of  the  Rio  Grande,  Januaiy 
9,  1851. 

Jonathan  Chamberlin,  superintendent  of  mechanics,  to  J.  R.  Bartlett, 
commissbner,  January  19,  1851. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  in  reply,  dismissing  Mr.  Chamber- 
lin from  the  commission,  January  24,  1851. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  the  mechanics  of  the  commission, 
with  their  rate  of  pay,  as  fixed  by  Mr.  Chamberlin  and  Colonel  Mc- 
Clellan, January  24,  1851. 

R.  C.  Murphy's  (assistant  secretary)  statement  relative  to  the  above. 

Geo.  F.  Bartlett's  (commissary)  statement  relative  to  the  same. 

James  Myer,  quartermaster,  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  re- 
questing him  to  send  him  aid  firom  the  military,  to  protect  the  pubUc 
property,  January  28,  1851. 

James  Myer,  quartermaster,  to  John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner, 
announcing  the  murder  of  Edward  C.  Clarke,  and  asking  immediate 
aid  from  the  commanding  officer  at  El  Paso,  January  30,  1851. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  James  Myer,  quartermaster,  in 
reply,  January  30,  1851. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Brevet  Major  J.  Van  Home,  3d 
infantry,  asking  for  a  file  of  soldiers  to  protect  the  property  of  the 
commission,  January  30,  1851. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Washington^  June  19,  1850. 

Sir:  May  I  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  give  me  a  programme  of  the 
force  which  will  be  required  to  run  and  mark  the  Doundary  line  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Mexico,  agreeable  to  the  late  treaty  of 
Ouadahipe  Hidalgo? 
Bjr  the  6tb  article  of  that  treaty  an  agreement  was  entered  into  re- 
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fipecting  the  construcnlion  of  a  road,  canal,  or  railway,  which  should 
run,  in  whole  or  in  part,  upon  the  river  Gila,  or  upon  its  right  or  its 
left  bank,  within  the  space  of  one  marine  league  from  the  margin  of 
the  river. 

In  addition,  therefore,  to  the  force  required  to  run  and  mark  the 
boundary,  a  force  of  engineers,  surveyors,  and  reconnoitring  parties, 
will  be  required  iol  this  duty.  You  will  also  confer  a  favor  by  giving 
me  a  programme  of  the  party  required  for  this  service. 

Furthermore,  I  shall  be  glaxi  to  know  what  pay  was  attached  to  the 
several  officers  and  employes  on  the  northeastern  boundary.  Your 
long  experience  in  duties  similar  to  those  in  which  the  Mexican 
boundary  commission  will  be  employed,  induces  me  to  ask  this  favor 
of  you. 

With  high  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Col.  J.  D.  Graham. 


Washington,  June  18, 1850. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  a  programme  of 
a  scientific  party  necessary  to   explore  the  country  watered  by  the 
Colorado  river,  and  the  districts  acyacent  to  route  of  the  party  attached 
to  the  Mexican  boundary  commission.     Also  an  estimate  of  the  ex- 
pense attending  such  a  scientific  exploration. 

Geologist  and  mineralogist $1,400 

Assistant  mineralogist 800 

Botanist  (Dr.  Bigelow  acts  as  botanist) 700 

Zoologist 1,000 

Assistant  zoologist 600 

Two  artists  and  draughtsmen 2,000 

Philologist,  ethnologist,  and  historiographer 1,500 

Taxidermist 600 

Books,  instruments,  cases,  stationery  and  preparations 1,700 

Four  assistant  copyists,  etc.,  at  $400 1,600 

Three  laborers  at  $300. 900 

Cook  and  servant  at  $300 600 

Four  wagons 850 

Horses,  mules,  and  equipments 1,450 

Subsistence  for  one  year 3,750 

19,100 

llie  geographical,  meteorological,  barometrical,  and  other  subjects 
which  particularly  appertain  to  physical  science,  will  be  attend^  to 
by  persons  connected  with  the  boundary  commission. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT. 

Hon.  Thomas  Ewma. 
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Office  of  the  NoRTHEASTitltN  BotrNDARir, 

fVashington^  June  20,  1850. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  great  pleasure  in  complying  with  the  request 
contained  in  your  letter  of  yesterday ;  and  in  accordance  therewith, 
I  would  recommend  the  following  programme  of  the  force  of  the  re- 
spective parties  which  I  understana  it  is  intended  to  put  in  active 
operation  for  running  and  marking  the  boundary  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico,  under  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  and  for 
the  surveys  that  wiU  be  requisite  to  ascertain  the  proper  route  for  a 
road,  canal  or  railway,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  river  Gila,  under  the 
6th  article  of  that  treaty. 

IsU  Aitronomical  party  at  El  Paso. — ^Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple, 
topographical  engineers,  principal ;  to  be  aided  by  Lieutenant  J.  A. 
Haines,  1st  assistant;  Mr.  G.  G.  Gardner,  2d  assistant;  one  magnetic 
and  meteorological  recorder ;  four  recorders  and  attendants  on  instru- 
ments; four  laborers;  one  cook;  one  servant. 

2d.  Astrofiomical  party  at  the  head  of  the  river  Oila. — ^Brevet  Captain 
Hardcastle,  topographical  engineers,  principal;  Edward  Ingraham, 
1st  assistant;  one  second  assistant;  one  magnetic  and  meteorological 
observer;  four  recorders  and  attendants  on  instruments ;  four  laborers; 
one  cook ;  one  servant. 

3d.  Reconnoitring  and  surveying  party  Jot  the  survey  to  determine  the 
route  of  a  road,  canal  or  railway^  on  the  right  side  of  the  river  Gila,-^ 
One  topographical  engineer  officer,  principal;  one  1st  assistant;  one 
2d  assistant ;  two  instrument  carriers,  one  for  the  level  and  one  for 
compass  or  theodolite ;  two  station  markers ;  two  level  staff  bearers ; 
two  chain  bearers;  four  axe-men;  one  servant;  one  cook. 

4th.  Reconnoitring  and  surveying  party  for  the  survey  for  the  same 
object  on  the  lejl  side  of  the  river  Oila. — One  topographical  engineer 
officer,  principal;  one  1st  assistant;  one  2d  assistant;  two  instrument 
carriers  as  above  explained;  two  station  markers;  two  level  staff 
bearers ;  two  chain  bearers ;  four  axe-men ;  one  cook ;  one  servant. 

6th.  Reconnoitring  and  surveying  party  on  the  river  Gila. — A.  B.  Gray, 
esq.,  survej'or  of  the  commission,  prmcipal ;  one  1st  assistant;  one 
2d  assistant;  one  draughtsman;  one  instrument  carrier ;  two  station 
markers ;  two  chain  bearers ;  three  axe-men ;  one  cook ;  one  servant. 

Foi:  the  head  of  the  scientific  corps  and  principal  astronomer,  one 
draughtsman  and  interpreter;  one  clerk;  one  recorder;  two  laborers; 
one  cook;  one  servant. 

For  the  commissioner,  one  secretary;  one  clerk;  one  quarter- 
master ;  one  commissary ;  two  laborers ;  one  cook ;  two  servants. 

It  appears  to  me  very  important  that  the  survey  to  be  made  under 
the  6th  article  of  the  treaty  for  the  route  of  a  road  or  canal  along  the 
river  Gila,  or  within  the  limits  of  one  marine  league  of  its  borders, 
should  be  executed  with  all  the  accuracy  requisite  for  determining  the 
be^  route  for  so  important  a  work,  with  an  estimate  of  its  probable 
cost.  It  can  be  accomplished  at  much  less  expense  if  carried  oa  ia 
conjunction  with  the  boundary  survey,  than  could  be  doBe  under  any 
other  circumstances.  Upon  these  surveys  it  will  be  necessary  to  use 
the  levelling  instrument,  in  addition  to  the  theodolite  or  compass,  and 
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the  strength  of  the  parties  has  been  correspondingly  increased  in  the 
programme. 

I  would  suggest  to  you  that  the  levelling  parties  on  either  side  of 
the  GHa  should  commence  at  a  common  point  on  that  river,  and  occa- 
sionally run  oflfsets  to  common  points  upon  its  surface,  in  order  to 
compare  and  check  any  error  that  might  arise  in  the  leveUings. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  in  relation  to  the  rates  of  pay  that  were 
fixed  on  the  survey  and  demarkation  of  the  northeastern  boundary, 
I  have  to  state  that  they  were  generally  as  follows,  viz  t 

To  a  1st  assistant,  $1,500  per  annum.  In  one  instance,  a  1st  as*- 
sistant  got  $1,800  per  annum.  To  a  2d  assistant,  $730  to  |900  per 
annum,  according  to  importance  of  service.  Instrument  carriers  and 
staffinen  for  levelling  parties,  $1  per  day;  axe-men,  station  markers, 
chain  bearers,  &o.,  $30  to  $24  per  month.  In  addition  to  the  above 
rates  of  compensation,  the  board  and  necessary  "expense  of  trans- 
portation were  also  allowed  at  actual  cost. 

The  above  programme  gives  the  strength  of  the  parties  necessary 
for  the  surveys. 

When  the  Une  through  the  forest,  along  the  southern  and  western 
boundaries  of  New  Mexico,  has  been  surveyed  and  agreed  upon,  it 
will  then  be  necessary  to  opev^  it  to  a  width  of  at  least  twenty  feet 
before  erecting  the  monuments,  which  I  presume  will  be  of  cast-iron, 
as  was  the  case  on  the  northeastern  boundary,  where,  through  all 
forests,  we  opened  a  line  thirty  feet  wide.  This  part  of  the  work  and 
the  erecting  of  the  monuments  throughout  the  line  will  recjuire  much 
labor  in  addition  to  the  scientific  work,  and  must  be  estunated  for 
separately,  and  will  require  additional  assistants  in  the  subordinate 
departments. 

Should  any  other  points  arise  upon  which  you  may  think  any  fur- 
ther suggestions  from  me  desirable,  I  need  scarcely  say  I  shall  be 
happy  at  any  time  to  render  them  freely  and  fully,  to  be  used  by  you 
as  far  as  they  may  meet  your  own  views. 

I  am  now  collecting  together  for  you,  in  a  systematic  shape,  the 
various  forms  for  registering  and  computing  the  requisite  astronomical 
and  barometric  observations  adopted  by  me  for  the  northeastern  bound- 
ary service.  You  may,  perhaps,  find  fliem  of  use  in  the  arrangement 
of  the  system  to  be  pursued  on  the  present  occasion. 

These  will  be  sent  to  you  in  a  day  or  two. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Major  Top.  Eng.^  Brevet  Lieut.  CoL 

John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

United  States  Commissioner  of  Boundary 
%  under  the  treaty  of  Ouadalupe  Hidalgo. 
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Mexican  Boundary  Commission,  Providence, 

July  5, 1860. 

t)s*AR  Sir:  I  telegraphed  you  from  New  York  on  the  1st  instant^ 
stating  that  I  would  accept  your  offer  to  transport  the  party  composing 
the  bountlary  commission  and  its  stores  to  Lavaca,  Texas,  for  $5,000 
and  find  us.  I  had  previously  requested  Lieutenant  Strain,  an  officer 
of  our  party  then  staying  in  Philadelphia,  to  look  at  your  vessel  and 
see  her  capabilities. 

He  was  told  by  her  builder  that  he  could  complete  her  by  the  1st 
of  August,  if  necessary.  I  therefore  requested  Lieutenant  Strain  to 
apprize  the  builder  of  your  oflfer  and  my  acceptance  of  it,  in  order 
that  he  might  hasten  his  work  on  her. 

I  have  notified  our  party  to  be  in  New  York  by  the  10th  of  August, 
and  wish  the  steamer  to  be  there  and  receive  her  freight  before  that 
day,  so  that  we  may  sail  on  the  10th.  To  avoid  disappointment,  I 
shall  require  a  contract  from  you,  and  have  requested  Lieutenant 
Strain  to  have  such  a  contract  prepared. 

Yours,  &c., 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Capt.  W.  F.  English,  care  of  F.  B.  Ulm, 

Charleston^  SotUh  Carolina. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission,  Indianola, 

September  2,  1850. 

Sir  :  As  (upon  consultation  with  yourself  and  other  officers  of  the 
commission)  it  has  been  determined  to  survey  the  route  over  which 
we  pass  from  this  place  to  El  Paso,  will  you  please  cause  a  party  to 
be  organized  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  that  object  ? 
I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  McClellan, 

United  Stages  Topographical  Engineers^ 

Chief  Astronomer,  ^. 


In  Camp,  September  17,  1850. 

Colonel:  Will  you  please  cause  the  following  to  be  published,  for 
the  information  of  all  concerned : 

The  success  of  our  expedition,  one  of  the  most  important  ever  fitted 
out  by  the  United  States  government,  depends  mainly  upon  a  unity 
of  purpose  and  harmony  of  action  in  all  the  members.    It  is  believed 
that  the  commission  now   imbodies   sufficient  talent  and  energy,  if 

Eroperly  directed,  to  accomplish  the  object  of  our  mission  in  a  manner 
ighly  creditable  not  only  to  each  individual  employed,  but  also  to  the 
^vernment  which  has  intrusted  us  with  this  duty. 
I^ar  this  purpose,  an  efficient  organization  of  every  department  must 
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be  effected  and  strictly  adhered  to;  each  must  611  the  station  and  per- 
form the  duties  assigned  to  him  without  complaint.  The  faithful  and 
willing  discharge  of  their  duties  will  ever  be  considered  as  a  recom- 
mendation for  promotion,  and  due  credit  will  be  awarded  to  all.  In- 
justice, it  is  hoped,  will  be  done  to  no  one ;  but  should  any  one  feel 
aggrieved,  he  must  make  a  written  statement  of  the  facts  of  his  case, 
and  transmit  it  through  his  superior  direct  to  me.  Complaints  made 
in  any  other  manner  will  not  be  noticed. 

The  military  organization  which  has  been  formed  will  continue  un- 
til we  arrive  at  El  Paso ;  all  those  not  detailed  for  special  duty  will 
be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  command.  Those  having  horses 
will  join  the  cavalry;  all  others,  the  infantry. 

Any  disobedience  of  the  orders  of  those  appointed  to  the  military 
or  civil  command,  will  be  punished  with  dismissal  from  the  commis- 
sion. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner.: 

Bvt.  Lt.  CoL  J.  McClellan, 

Chief  AMronomer  and  Head  of  Top*  Eng. 


Camp  San  Pedro, 

September  29,  1850. 

Dear  Sir:  The  sickness  of  our  camp  has  principally  been  confined 
to  our  teamsters  and  cooks,  not  one  of  whom,  to  my  knowledge,  sleeps 
under  a  tent.  They  are  also  exposed  in  the  performance  of  their  ap- 
propriate duties  to  much  fatigue  and  over-heating,  especially  the 
cooks,  who  are  among  the  last  to  cease  their  labors,  and  the  first  to 
resume  them  the  next  day.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  mess«s 
of  four  or  five  persons  in  each  be  furnished  with  a  tent,  as  a  means  for 
protecting  their  health. 

Most  respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  M.  BIGEI.OW; 
Surgeon  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission* 
J.  R«  Bartlett,  Esq. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

San  Antonio,  October  8,  1860. 

Dear  Sir:  Tlie  great  delay  which  has  taken  place  in  the  march  of 
the  boundary  commission  in  consequence  of  the  insufficiency  of 
transportation,  convinces  me  that  there  is  no  probability  of  the  com- 
mission reaching  El  Paso  till  the  end  of  November. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  appears  to  me  that  my  duties  as  com- 
missioner require  that  I  should  make  every  efibrt  in  my  power  to 
comply  with  the  agreement  entered  into  between  the  Mexican  and 
late  American  commissioners;  which  was,  to  meet  at  El  Paso  on  the 
first  Monday  in  November.    I  have  therefore  d^cid^^  Xo  \^^n^  \l^\^ 
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to-morrow,  (if  the  weather  permits,)  and  make  a  forced  march  to  El 
Paso,  which  place  I  hope  to  reach  by  the  5th  proximo. 

To  protect  me  in  this  march,  I  shall  require  an  escort  of  men  from 
the  cavalry  corps,  4  mechanics,  2  cooks,  and  2  laborers;  also,  4  wag- 
ons for  the  transportation  of  our  baggage,  subsistence,  and  forage. 

It  also  appears  to  me  that  the  interpreter  and  principal  draughts^ 
man  of  the  commission,  Mr.  Vaudricourt,  should  accompany  me,  a* 
the  negotiations  into  which  I  must  enter,  immediately  on  my  arrivail 
at  El  Faso,  with  the  Mexican  commissioner,  will  be  the  most  import- 
ant that  will  take  place  during  the  existence  of  the  commission.  The 
only  contested  pomt  in  the  boundary  line  must  be  decided  at  once  ^ 
and  the  aid  of  so  excellent  a  topographer  as  Mr*  V.,  together  with  his 
official  position  in  the  commission,  I  deem  so  important,  that  I  think 
he  should  accompany  me. 

I  wish  to  detail  the  following  persons  for  the  duty  specified,  and 
desire  you  to  notify  them  accordmgly : 

Theo.  F.  Moss,  geologist;  George  Thurber,  botanist;  George  S- 
Pierce,  George  G.  Gamer,  J.  E.  Weems,  jr.,  Thomas  Dunn,  A.  P» 
Wilbar,  Robt.  E.  Matthews,  J.  C.  Cremong,  Edward  C.  Clarke,  J. 
B.  Stewart,  S.  P.  Sanford,  Thomas  Thompson,  Clement  Young,  C* 
Neville  Simms,  J.  T.  McDuflBe,  assistants  in  the  engineer  corps;  one 
blacksmith;  one  harness-maker;  one  carpenter;  together  with  the 
necessary  cooks  and  servants. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

CommisiioneT* 

Col.  J.  McClellan, 

[7.  S.  Top.  Eng.^  Chief  AstroTiomery  4^.,  M.  B.  C 


San  Elizario,  Texas,  December  31,  1850. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  for  your  consideration  a 
copy  of  the  ofiicial  correspondence  between  Mr.  A.  De  Vaudricourt 
and  myself,  at  the  time  of  your  departure  from  San  Antonio  for  El 
Paso. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McCLELLAN, 
Brevet  Lietttenant  Colonel^  Captain  Topographical  Engineer$, 

John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

Commissioner  United  States  Boundary* 


Camp  San  Antonio,  October  9,  1860. 

Dear  Sir  :  After  having  reflected  on  the  reasons  assigned  in  your 
note  of  yesterday  for  taking  Mr.  Vaudricourt  with  you,  as  well  as  the 
manner  in  which  he  became  attached  to  me,  as  draughtsman,  I  cannot 
willin^y  give  him  up,  unless  in  a  case  of  imperious  nece*ssity,  or  hia 
own  desire  to  accompany  you.    I  have  therefore  determined  to  leave 


S.  Doc.  119,  19 

him  to  decide  for  himself,  and  have  addressed  a  note  to  him  this 
morning  to  that  effect,  to  which  decision  I  will  willingly  submit. 
'  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McCLELLAN,      ' 
Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel^  Captain  Topographical  Engineers. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

United  States  Commissioner^  San  Antonio. 


0 
Camp  San  Antonio,  October  9,  1850. 

Sir:  After  having  stated  to  the  commissioner,  Mr.  Bartlett,  the 
manner  in  which  you  became  attached  to  me  as  draughtsman,  as  well 
as  other  circumstances  that  have  transpired  since  I  selected  you  to 
fill  the  place,  he  still  expresses  a  strong  desire  that  you  should  accom- 
pany him  to  El  Paso,  to  act  as  his  interpreter,  for  which  service  he 
will  allow  you  additional  pay.  Much  as  I  will  regret  the  loss  of  your 
services,  I  will  do  nothing  to  deprive  you  of  ihe  benefit  of  this  oflter  of 
the  commissioner.  I  therefore  leave  you  to  decide  for  yourself,  and 
to  your  decision  I  will  willingly  submit. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McCLELLAN, 
Brevet  LietUenant  Colonel^  Captain  Topographical  Engineers, 

A.  Db  Vaudricourt,  Esq.,  San  Antonio. 


Camp  San  Antonio,  October  11, 1860. 

Dear  Sir  :  Mr.  Vaudricourt  has  been  sick  with  fever  all  night,  and 
continues  so  still.  He  feels  anxious  to  join  your  party,  but  I  think  it 
imprudent  for  him  to  do  so. 

Most  respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  M.  BIGELOW, 
Surgeon  United  States  Boundary  Commission. 
Mr.  Bartlett. 


General  Order  for  the  government  of  the  advanced  party  of  the  Mexican 
Boundary  Commission  from  San  Antonio  to  El  Paso  del  Norte. 

As  this  portion  of  the  commission  is  entering  a  country  inhabited 
by  warlike  tribes  of  Indians,  where  no  resources  can  be  had  beyond 
what  the  prairies  supply,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  a  rigid  observ-  t 
ance  be  kept  of  the  following  order: 

The  same  organization  of  the  cavalry  company  formed  at  Indian- 
ola  will  continue  to  El  Paso,  with  the  exception  that  Mr.  Young  fill 
the  place  of  second  lieutenant,  vacated  by  the  absenpe  of  Lieutenant 
Keller. 

Mr.  George  &  Pierce  will  act  as  camp-mastjei,  d^XaSixvj^^  fet  ^^ 
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guard  whatever  force  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the 
train. 

Every  member  of  the  commission,  the  teamsters  and  cooks  excepted, 
IS  expected  to  do  guard  duty. 

The  train  and  escort  will  keep  ss  close  together  as  possible,  and 
after  leaving  Fredericksburg  no  one  will  be  permitted  to  leave  the 
train  beyond  a  short  limit. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Cremony  will  take  charge  of  the  ammunition,  inspect  the 
arms,  and  report  in  what  manner  every  man  is  armed.  Economy 
must  be  used  in  the  ammunition,  as  the  quantity  in  the  train  is  limited. 

As  there  is  one  jamada  of  seventy  miles  without  water,  and  we 
may  suffer  inconvenience  elsewhere,  every  man  who  has  not  already 
provided  himself  with  a  canteen  or  gourd,  must  do  so  before  leaving 
Fredericksburg. 

In  case  of  any  difficulty  or  accident  to  the  wagons  it  is  expected 
that  every  one  will  lend  all  the  aid  in  his  power  to  remove  it,  and 
hasten  the  movement  of  the  train. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Clarke,  the  quartermaster,  will  arrange  the  encamp- 
ments and  direct  the  distribution  of  the  forage.  It  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  there  should  be  an  equal  distribution  of  com,  and  no  one 
must  take  more  than  is  assigned  or  delivered  to  him.  On  this  depends 
the  safety  of  the  animals,  and  consequently  our  own.  A  limited 
amount  of  corn  only  can  be  taken,  and  great  economy  must  be  used 
in  its  distribution. 

On  coming  into  camp,  holes  must  be  dug  for  the  fires,  which  must, 
when  the  ground  admits,  be  placed  in  hoUows,  or  beneath  a  hill,  in 
order  to  conceal  our  encampment  as  much  as  possible. 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissiojier, 

In  Camp,  near  San  Antonio,  October  11,  1850. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

In  Camp  J  Delaware  Creeks  Nov.  7,  1850. 

Sir:  I  reached  this  place  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  instant,  with 
a  portion  of  the  boundary  commission,  having  left  the  main  body  at 
San  Antonio,  to  follow  immediately;  my  desire  being  to  reach  El  Paso 
as  early  as  possible  after  the  1st  of  November,  taking  provisions  but 
for  thirty  days. 

1  now  find  myself  overtaken  by  a  norther  and  severe  snow-storm ; 
my  animals  very  much  reduced  by  fatigue,  with  a  probability  of  fall- 
ing short  of  provisions,  in  case  the  slorm  should  continue-  Under 
these  circumstances  I  have  deemed  it  prudent,  for  the  safety  of  my 
t  party,  to  send  four  of  them  to  El  Paso  by  express  to  procure  aid  to 
enable  me  to  reach  there  at  once.  In  the  mean  time  I  shall  advance 
as  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit,  and  reach  the  Guadalupe  pass  in 
season  to  meet  the  return  messenger. 

Mr.  Thurber,  Mr.  Moss,  Mr.  Weems,  belonging  to  the  commission, 
and  Mr,  Pratt,  teamster,  will  be  despatched  with  this. 
I  shall  be  glad  if  yoa  can  send  to  my  aid  the  foUowing:  ten  mules, 
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to  be  returned  In  good  condition,  bread,  cofiee  and  sugar  sufficient  to 
last  me  five  days,  tor  which  I  will  pay  you  on  my  arrival.  I  have  in 
my  possession  a  bag  of  letters  and  newspapers,  handed  to  me  by 
General  Brooke,  for  £1  Pa^o. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commitiianer. 
Major  Van  Horne,  Commanding  officer^  ^. 


Paso  Del  Norte,  New  Mexico, 

November  11,  1S60. 

Sir:  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  yours  of  the  7th  November,  and 
have  furnished  the  aid  desired. 

It  will  give  mo  pleasure  to  afibrd  you  such  assistance  as  I  can. 
Sefior  Garcia  Conde,  (brother  of  the  Mexican  commissioner,)  who  is 
custom-house  officer  and  commandant  in  El  Paso,  informed  me  that 
the  Mexican  commissioner  has  arrived  in  Chihuahua  on  his  way  here, 
and  will  be  here  some  time  this  month,  probably  towards  the  latter 
part.     Mr.  Thurber  will  give  you  particulars. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  VAN  HORNE, 
BvL  Major  3d  Infantry^  Commanding* 
Mr.  J.  R.  Bartlett,  Z7.  5.  Commissioner* 


CooN^s  Camp,  xear  Salt  Lake, 

November  9,  1850. 

Sir:  After  leaving  you  at  the  camp  on  Delaware  creek,  we  made 
the  best  progress  the  storm  would  permit.  The  snow  balled  in  the 
feet  of  our  animals  so  badly,  that  we  were  forced  to  halt  about  11 
o'clock  at  night.  We  bivouacked  in  the  snow,  without  fire.  On  the 
morning  of  yesterday  we  were  obliged  to  melt  snow  in  order  to  ob- 
tain water  for  our  breakfast.  We  fouud  the  road  through  the  moun- 
tain, particularly  in  the  gorges,  much  obstructed  by  snow  of  such  an 
adhesive  nature  that  our  animals  could  work  their  way  but  slowly, 
although  without  their  riders.  We  found  but  little  snow  in  the  most 
difficult  portions  of  "  the  pass."  Pratt's  horse  became  so  completely 
disabled  that  we  had  great  difficulty  in  urging  him  along,  and  have 
been  much  delayed  on  his  account.  We  did  not  succeed  in  finding 
the  *'Ojo  del  Cuerpo,"  which,  according  to  Ford  and  Neighbors, 
**  breaks  up  in  the  plain."  but  we  were  obliged  to  encamp  without  water 
for  our  animals  and  with  but  a  gill  for  each  of  ourselves.  This  morn- 
ing we  started  very  early,  and  soon  came  in  sight  of  an  encampment, 
which,  on  reaching,  we  found  to  be  Coon's  train,  which  left  San  Anto- 
nio June  10th,  laden  with  government  supplies  for  El  Paso.  They 
have  been  encamped  here  about  sixty  days,  unable  to  go  on,  as  there  is 
no  water  between  this  and  El  Paso.  This  is  the  train  whose  atray 
cattle  and  broken  wagons  have  so  frequently  {vma^YiedL  \i<&  ^v^  SiSo^ 
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and  feed  since  crossing  the  Picos.  We  were  received  with  great  hospi- 
tality by  Mr.  Piercy,  who  is  in  command  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Coons. 
Mr.  Piercy  will  supply  you  with  whatever  provisions  you  are  in  need 
of.  I  shall  haste  on  with  all  possible  speed  to  obtain  the  mules,  which 
you  will  doubtless  be  much  in  need  of  after  you  pass  the  Sierra  Gua- 
dalupe. 

I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  stopping  at  the  spring  at  the  base 
of  the  mountain,  where  there  is  good  grazing,  and  to  recruit  the  ani- 
mals before  attempting  the  pass.  I  fear  we  shall  be  obliged  to  leave 
Mr.  Pratt  here,  as  his  horse  is  utterly  unable  to  go  on.  There  is  but 
one  horse  here,  and  he  is  running  at  large.  If  he  can  be  caught,  I 
shall  procure  him  for  Mr.  Pratt. 

A  party  of  men  are  going  back  as  far  as  the  spring  alluded  to  above 
to  herd  oxen.  I  shall  send  this  letter  and  a  small  supply  of  sugar  and 
coffee.  Mr.  Scallen,  the  bearer  of  this,  will  direct  you  to*  watering 
places  this  side  of  the  pass,  which  we  missed,  not  knowing  where  to 
search.  Mr.  Piercy  informs  me  that  there  is  no  water  at  all  between 
this  and  El  Paso.  It  will  be  necessary  to  fill  up  the  kegs  here.  The 
water,  though  smelling  strongly  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  is  not  un- 
palatable. All  kinds  of  provisions  are  very  high  and  scarce  in  El  • 
Paso.  Flour  is  $32  per  oarrel ;  coffee,  sugar  and  pork  5^0  cents  per 
pound.     We  are  all  in  good  spirits,  and  move  from  here  at  noon. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  THURBER. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett,  Commissioner, 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  PdsOi  December  14,  1S50. 

Sir:  I  made  an  application  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  throuj^h  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  July  last,  for  two  companies  of  scJdiers^ 
to  be  detailed  as  an  escort  for  the  boundary  commission  while  on 
duty  in  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Califomia.  One  company  had  pre- 
viously been  assigned  by  the  Secretair  of  War ;  but  believing  this 
inadequate,  in  consequence  of  the  hostility  of  the  Indians^  I  asked  an 
additional  one.  In  reply.  Adjutant  General  Jones  informed  ine  that 
my  request  would  be  complied  with,  if  there  was  reason  to  beheve 
that  the  hostile  state  of  the  Indians  required  it,  &c.,  &c. 

The  duties  of  the  commission  are  as  firilows : 

1st.  To  run  and  mark  the  boundaiy  hne  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico. 

2d.  To  examine  and   survey  the  country  north  and  south  of  the 

>  Gila,  with  the  view  of  asceitaining  the  practicability  of  a  road,  canal, 

or  railway,  on  either  bank  of  that  river,  or  within  a  league  of  it,  for 

which  two  surveying  parties  will  be  necessary,  separated  often  at  the 

distance  of  from  six  to  ten  miles,  and  often  more. 

3d.  To  carry  on  various  explorations  both  east  and  west  of  the 

Rio  Grande,  to  trace  new  routes  to  California,  to  trace  the  Colorado, 

to  examine  various  regions   and   districts,  with  a  view  of  collecting 

zaArmadon  relative  to  the  precious  metals,  minerals,  the  localities  of 
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mines,  &c.,  Ax.,  and  to  obtain  all  the  information  on  the  natural  history 
of  the  several  districts  mentioned. 

We  shall  also  require  one  or  more  depots  of  provisions  on  or  near 
the  Gila,  which  must  be  protected  by  a  guard.  These  several  duties, 
in  my  opinion,  will  require  two  companies  of  soldiers. 

I  am  desirous  to  avail  myself  of  the  valuable  services  of  Major 
Kendrick,  now  in  New  Mexico,  to  aid  me  in  carrying  on  my  geologi- 
cal and  mineralogical  investigations.  I  respectfiiUy  ask,  therefore,  if 
agreeable  to  him«  that  he  may  be  detailed  tor  the  purpose  named,  or 
in  any  other  manner,  so  that  he  may  be  connected  with  the  boundary 
commission. 

P.  S. — ^If  Major  Kendrick  cannot  {cm]  be  detailed  for  the  scientific 
corps,  I  respectfully  ask  that  his  company  may  be  detailed  with  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Major  J.  Van  Horne, 

TMrd  Lifantry,  commanding  at  El  Paso* 


Headquajelters  Battalion  Third  Infantry, 

Paso  dd  Norte  y  TexaSy  January  11,  1851. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  the  request  of  Colonel  Munroe,  I  have  the  honor 
very  respectfully  to  enclose  the  accompanying  reply  to  your  appKca- 
don  for  additional  escort,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the 
Adjutant  General  to  me  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  VAN  HORNE, 
Brevet  Major  Third  Infantry  y  Commanding. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Bartlett, 

United  States  Boundary  Commissioner. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Military  Department, 

Santa  Fe^  New  Mexico,  December  27,  1860. 

Sir:  I  received  on  the  23d  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  addressed 
to  Brevet  Major  Van  Horne,  and  referred  by  him  to  me,  asking  for  an 
additional  company  of  United  States  trooj)s  as  an  escort  to  givfe 
suitable  protection  to  the  boundaiy  commission,  and  also  requesting 
that  Major  Kendrick  be  detailed  for  service  connected  with  that  com- 
mission. 

The  instructions  of  the  War  Department,  dated  the  30th  of  July 
last,  addressed  to  the  senior  officer  at  El  Paso,  (a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  enclosed,)  authorise  the  detail  of  another  company  only  ia 
the  event  of  the  Indians  on  the  route  of  the  survey  having  assumed  a 
more  hostile  attitude  than  heretofore,  or  if  actual  war  exists  with  them. 
My  discretion  in  the  matter  is  therefore  limited  to  those  contingent 
occurrences  which  have  not  yet  arisen,  according  to  the  latest  infonaa* 
don  firom  the  commanding  officers  of  Dofla  Aua  au:d¥A.¥^^% 
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In  relation  to  your  application  for  Major  Kendrick,  I  do  not  feel 
authorized  to  grant  it.    An  order  relieving  him  from  dut^  in  this  de- 
partment, and  placing  him  on  service  with  your  commission,  must,  I 
apprehend,  necessarily  emanate  from  the  War  Department. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MUNROE, 
Brevet  Colonel  U.  S.  A.j  Com,  DcpU 
J.  R.  Bartlett, 

Commissioner  United  States  Mexican  Boundary. 


War  Department,  Adjutant  General's  Opficb, 

Washington,  July  30,  1850. 

Sir  :  Your  instructions  from  the  headquarters  of  the  army,  of  the 
21st  instant,  relative  to  the  escort  for  the  boundary  commission,  by  di- 
rection of  the  acting  Secretary  of  War,  (Major  General  Scott,)  are  so 
far  modified  as  to  designate  Captain  and  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Craig,  third  infantry,  with  his  company,  (A,)  for  this  special  service, 
provided  that  the  company,  without  detriment  to  other  interests  of  the 
service,  can  be  withdrawn  from  its  present  station,  which  it  is  supposed 
may  be  the  case. 

The  acting  Secretary  of  War  further  directs,  that  if  on  the  arrival 
of  the  commission  at  El  Paso  it  be  found  that  actual  war  exists  with 
the  Indians,  or  you  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  they  have  assumed 
a  more  hostile  attitude  towards  the  Americans,  in  the  region  through 
which  the  lines  of  survey  are  to  be  made,  two  companies  instead 
of  one,  as  directed  in  the  instructions  of  the  24th  instant,  be  detailed 
for  the  escort.  The  desi^ation  of  the  additional  company  (if  found 
necessary  to  detail  one)  will  of  course  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  department  number  nine. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  JONES,  Adjutant  General. 

Brevet  Major  J.  Van  Horne, 

or  Senior  Officer  Third  Infantry^  at  or  near  El  PasOj  N.  M. 


Presidio  de  San  Elizario,  December  18,  1850. 

Sir:  By  the  following  correct  copies  of  the  vouchers  Nos.  15,  138> 
49,  and  Nos.  16,  232,  37,  on  account  with  W.  F.  Bayly,  and  which  I 
paid  in  full,  as  per  receipts  at  foot,  I  am  responsible  to  the  United 
States  government  for  the  various  topographical  field  and  official  items 
therein  enumerated ;  and,  therefore,  I  desire  that  those  articles  referred 
to  by  the  vouchers  and  temporarily  placed  under  your  charge  be 
ihanaed  over  to  me  here  at  Presidio  de  San  Elizario  on  receipt  of  this> 
excepting  the  following  list  of  government  items  taken  according  to  my 
request;  and  also  a  box  of  colors,  as  specified  in  the  said  vouchers. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McCLELLAN, 
Brevet  Lieut.  Col.j  CaiHain  Top.  Engineers. 
Mr.  A.  De  Vaudricourt, 

Draughtsman^  El  Paso  Del  Norte. 
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List  of  contents  in  box  marked  A  V,  which,  according  to  request  of 
Colonel  McClellan  of  the  topographical  engineers,  is  taken  upon  the 
box  being  first  opened  in  the  room  of  Lieutenant  A.  W.  W  hippie, 
topographical  engineer,  at  Presidio  de  San  Elizario,  December  16, 
1850. 

[Here  follows  a  list  of  contents  of  box.] 


El  Paso,  Decemler  20,  1850. 

Dear  Sir  :  From  the  contents  of  a  letter  dated  San  Elizario,  on  the 
18th  instant,  and  addressed  to  me  by  Colonel  McClellan,  I  learn  that 
a  box,  marked  A  V,  was  opened  in  Lieutenant  Whipple's  room,  in 
presence  of  Messrs.  Kettlewell  and  Chandler.  The  articles  contained 
in  it  are  partly  the  property  of  the  United  States  and  partly  my  own.^ 
In  perusing  the  list  annexed  to  Colonel  McClellan's  letter  you  will  per- 
ceive that  the  books  and  some  letters  belong  to  me.  I  therefore  beg 
leave  to  state  that  in  the  first  place  all  draughting  materials  were  in- 
trusted to  me,  in  consequence  of  my  official  position  as  chief  topogra- 
phical draughtsman  of  the  commission,  and  no  other  authority  but 
yours,  expressed  in  an  official  order,  can  relieve  me  from  such  respon- 
sibility. Secondly y  the  opening  of  the  box  in  my  absence  and  with  full 
knowledge  of  its  being  my  property  must  be  considered,  by  all  persons 
imbued  with  a  sense  of  propriety,  as  a  bre;^  of  gentlemanly  conduct, 
for  which  I  ask  redress,  requesting  that  all  diose  implicated  in  the 
proceeding  be  reprimanded. 

I  regi'et  deeply  that  such  occurrence  should  take  place;  it  was 
originated  by  a  mistaken  appreciation  of  position  and  authority,  and  it 
is  conducive  to  feelings  of  jealousy  and  enmity,  detrimental  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  commission  and  the  good  harmony  which  should  exist 
among  its  members. 

I  herein  enclose  Colonel  McClellan's  letter,  with  the  list  of  the  articles 
contained  in  the  box,  stating  that  said  articles  are  indispensable  to  the 
performance  of  my  duty. 

Please  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  consideration,  with  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  DE  VAUDRICOTJRT. 
Chief  Topographical  Draughtsman. 

Hon.  J.  R.  Bartlett, 

United  States  Commissioner,* 


Mexican  Houndary  Commission, 

El  Paso  del  Norte,  December  21,  1850. 

Dear  Sir:  I  enclose  for  your  perusal  the  copy  of  a  letter  of  this 
date,  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Vaudricourt.  As  it  appears,  by  the  cer- 
tificate appended  to  Lieut.  Col.  McClellan's  letter  to  Mr.  Vaudricoijrt, 
that  the  box  containing  the  articles  referred  to  was  first  opened  in 
your  room,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  see  lo  tide  le^WLwv^vsi  ^^ 
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box  everything  that  may  have  been  removed  therefrom,  and  to  the 
forwarding  of  the  same  to  me  forthwith. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R,  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
Lieut.  A.  W.  Whipple, 

U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso  J  December  21,  1850. 

Sir:  Mr.  Vaudricourt  has  shown  me  a  letter  from  you  addressed  to 
hun,  by  wliich  I  am  led  to  infer,  that,  notwithstanding  the  official  no- 
tice you  have  received  of  your  removal  from  the  boundary  commission, 
you  assert  that  you  "  are  responsible  to  the  United  States  government 
•  tfor  the  various  topographical,  field,  and  official  items"  enumerated  in 
vouchers  15  and  16,  the  same  being  drawing  materials  and  stationery 
purchased  of  W.F.Bayly,  and  belonging  to  the  commission;  and, 
furthermore,  you  desire  "  that  the  articles  referred  to  be  handed  over 
to  you,  at  San  Elizario." 

This  transaction  is  certainly  a  most  extraordinary  one,  and  I  can  see 
no  more  reason  why  you  should  withhold  tliese  articles  from  the  com- 
mission, under  the  plea  of  your  being  responsible,  than  any  other  pub- 
lic property.  I  am  furthermore  surprised  at  the  detention  of  this  box, 
inasmuch  as  I  sent  an  ord^  for  it  a  few  days  since. 

Mr.  Vaudricourt  is  extremely  desirous  to  have  this  box,  as  it  contains 
articles  selected  by  him,  under  your  direction,  for  his  department.  I 
tlierefore  request  its  immediate  delivery. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  McClellan, 

U.  S.  Top.  Eng.j  San  Elizario. 


San  Elizario,  December  22,  1S50. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  yesterday  has  just  been  received,  and  in  reply  I 
will  state  to  you,  that  the  boxes  of  stationery ,  drawing  paper,  &c.,  &c., 
alluded  to  in  it,  were  purchased  by  Mr.  Vaudricourt,  under  my  order, 
and  were  paid  for  by  me  out  of  i'unds  of  the  commission,  and  were 
intended  for  the  use  of  the  topographical  and  astronomical  offices, 
and  I  am  now  responsible  to  the  Treasury  Department  for  them ;  and 
that  I  might  be  relieved  from  this  responsibility,  by  receipts,  I  applied 
to  Mr.  Vaudricourt  for  the  box,  now  in  his  possession,  and  also  for  the 
purpose  intended,  viz:  the  turning  them  over  to  the  topographical  and 
astronomical  party,  Lieut.  Whipple,  T.  E.,  being  the  proper  person  to 
receive  and  receipt  to  me  for  them;  and  not,  as  you  presume  by  your 
letter,  " to  appropriate  the  articles  alluded  to,  to  my  own  benefit," 
which  remark  but  little  becomes  you,  and  is  unworthy  of  notice  fiom 


S.  Doc.  119.  27 

As  to  my  detaining  the  box  now  here,  you  are  informed  that  it  was 
turned  over  to  the  topographical  and  astronomical  party,  as  intended. 

You  seem  to  think  that  if  I  be  no  longer  attached  to  the  commission, 
my  responsibility  for  this  property  should  thus  cease ;  but  here  you  lie 
under  mistake ;  and  as  I  am  in  the  habit  of  relieving  myself  from  re- 
sponsibility for  public  property,  as  the  regulations  of  the  army  and 
Treasury  Department  direct,  I  have  to  request  that  the  box  be  subject 
to  the  inspection  of  Lieut.  Whipple,  T.  E.,  who  can  take  the  necessary 
receipts  for  me. 

I  am,  respectfully,  J.  McCLELLAN, 

BvU  LievX.  CoLj  CapL  T.  E. 
J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Boundary  Commissioner^  El  Paso  dd  Norte. 


Headquarters  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso,  December  23,  1850. 

Sir  :  I  have  yours  of  the  22d,  and,  agreeable  to  your  rec^uest,  I  an- 
nex a  copy  of  the  order  announcing  to  the  boundary  commission  your 
removal  ti"om  it,  and  the  appointment  of  Lieut.  Whipple. 

As  respects  property  in  your  possession  belonging  to  the  commis- 
sion, there  is  a  regular  and  legal  mode  of  procedure,  whereby  you  will 
be  reUeved  from  all  responsibility,  pecuniary  or  otherwise,  viz :  by  a 
direct  delivery  of  the  same  to  me,  as  the  head  of  the  commission,  or 
to  any  agent  I  may  authorize  to  receive  the  same.  The  transfer  of 
commission  property  to  any  individual  whom  you  may  choose,  more  es- 
pecially without  my  consent,  and  still  more  without  my  knowledge, 
does  not  shift  the  responsibility.  Should  any  loss  occur  in  consequence 
of  such  a  transfer,  you  very  well  know  that,  both  legally  and  equita- 
bly, you  would  be  bound  to  make  good  the  loss. 

To  relieve  you  from  all  further  responsibility,  I  will,  if  you  desire 
it,  appoint  some  one  to  receive  such  other  property  as  still  remains  in 
your  possession  belonging  to  the  commission;  and  I  would  have  done 
it  ere  this,  had  I  been  advised  that  you  had  any  in  your  possession 
from  which  you  wised  to  be  relieved. 

In  regard  to  the  remark  in  my  letter  of  the  21st  instant  to  you  in 
relation  to  the  box  of  stationery,  "  that  you  had  appropriated  to  your 
own  benefit"  the  articles  alluded  to,  I  will  state  that  it  was  inadver- 
tently made,  and  that  I  hereby  withdraw  it.  The  letter  was  written 
in  haste,  and  the  words  alluded  to  do  not  appear  in  my  copy,  which 
reads,  "I  can  see  no  more  reason  why  you  should  withhold  them", 
(the  articles  referred  to)  from  the  commission  than  any  other  public 
property. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

•     JOHN  R.  BAUTLETT, 

Commissioner* 

Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  J.  McClellan, 

U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers,  San  Elizario. 
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Headquarters  Astronomical  and  Top.  Department, 

Presidio  de  San  Elizarioy  Texas,  December  24,  1850. 

Dear  Sir:  Upon  my  saying  to  Colonel  McClellan  that  you  had 
receipted  to  him  for  the  st'itionery  which  he  had  purchased,  he  ex- 
pressed a  belief  that  I  was  mistaken,  but  on  turning  to  his  papers  he 
found  it  as  I  had  stated.  Thus  relieved  from  the  responsibility  to  the 
government,  and  desiring,  as  he  had  ever  done,  only  to  have  a  supply 
lor  the  topographical  ofhce,  he  requested  me  to  send  the  stationery 
box,  whicn  came  to  this  place,  to  you  directly.  Soon  as  I  can  find  the 
means  for  transportation,  I  will  add  the  box  of  colors  used  by  Mr, 
Ketdewell,  and  cause  them  to  be  delivered  to  you.  But  I  desire  to 
make  upon  yourself  a  requisition  for  at  least  one-half  of  these  colors, 
provided  there  be  none  others  here. 

Will  you  oblige  me  by  detailing  Mr.  Coffee  as  a  clerk  for  this  office 
until  the  train  leaves  for  San  Antonio,  when  he  purposes,  I  believe,  to 
return  home. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE. 

Hon  J.  R.  Bartlett, 

United  States  Boundary  Commissioner. 


[unofficial.]  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Pa^o  dd  Norte,  December  4,  1850. 

Dear  Sir:  You  have  doubtless  been  informed  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  reUeve  you  from  your  present  posi- 
tion of  chief  astronomer  in  the  boundary  commission,  ana  that  my  in- 
structions from  the  department  leave  me  no  alternative  but  to  comply 
with  them. 

It  is  to  me  a  disagreeable  duty  to  remove  an  officer  of  your  rank, 
and  one  who  has  so  long  occupied  a  distinguished  place  in  a  corps 
which  embraces  so  many  gentlemanly  and  accomplished  officers.  I 
therefore  beg  leave  to  suggest  for  your  consideration  and  adoption  a 
plan  which  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  my  so  doing. 

The  department  is  aware  of  the  state  of  your  health,  and  it  is  well 
known  to  the  members  of  the  commission  that  it  has  been  seriously 
affected  by  your  journey — so  much  so,  that  you  may  be  prevented  from 
active  duty  on  the  commission.  I  would  propose,  therefore,  that  you 
request  permission  to  leave  the  commission,  on  the  score  of  ill  healthy 
which  will  be  granted,  and  you  will  be  requested  to  report  yourself  to 
the  Department  of  the  Interior,  at  Washington.  I  suggest  this  plan  to 
save  you  liom  the  odium  which  must  otherwise  follow  the  carrying  of 
my  instructions  into  effect,  as  in  the  latter  case  I  shall  be  compelled 
to  give  you  an  official  notice  of  your  removal. 

I  take  the  earhest  opportunity  to  give  you  this  friendly  notice,  as  the 
organization  of  the  several  parties  for  duty  cannot  take  place  until  this 
matter  is  settled.    You  will  therefore  oblige  me  with  an  immediate 
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answer,  which  Mr.  Murphy,  the  bearer  of  this,  will  bring  or  transmit 
to  me  forthwith. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  B^RTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  J.  McClbllan. 


San  Elizario,  December  9,  1851. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  4th  instant,  and  to  say,  that  until  I  know  the  charges  and 
specifications  against  me,  by  whom  preferred,  and  the  names  and 
residence  of  the  witnesses  to  substantiate  them,  I  cannot  reply  fully 
to  your  note ;  and  even  then,  my  course  will  not  be  determined  on 
until  I  am  furnished  with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Secretary  Stuart's  instructions 
to  you  in  relation  to  the  charges,  and  the  course  you  are  to  pursue  in 
regard  to  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McCLELLAN, 
Brevet  Lient.  CoLf  Captain  Top.  Eng. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

Commissioner  U.  S.  Mexican  Boundary^  El  Paso. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso  del  Norte,  Decembci'  10,  1860. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  dated  at  San  Eli- 
zario, in  reply  to  mine  of  the  4th  instant. 

You  observe  that,  "until  I  know  the  charges  and  specifications 
against  me,  by  whom  preferred,  and  the  names  and  residence  of  the 
witnesses  to  substantiate  them,  I  cannot  reply  fully  to  your  note;  and 
even  then,  my  course  will  not  be  determined  on  until  I  am  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Secretary  Stuart's  instructions  to  me  in  relation  to 
the  charges,  and  the  course  I  am  to  pursue  in  regard  to  them.'* 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  I  have  not  been  furnished  with  a  copy 
of  the  charges  preferred  against  you,  neither  have  I  been  advised  by 
whom  they  are  preferred ;  nor  do  I  know  the  names  of  any  witnesses 
or  parties  connected  therewith.  I  cannot  see  your  purpose  in  stating 
that  you  cannot  reply  fully  to  my  note  until  you  know  the  charges,  &c., 
when  you  have  already  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  them,  officially, 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

I  cannot  acknowledge  your  right  to  call  on  me  to  furnish  you  with 
a  copy  of  Mr.  Secretary  Stuart's  letter  to  me  in  relation  to  the  charges. 
I  stated  to  you  in  my  letter  of  4th  instant,  that  my  instructions  firom  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  left  me  no  alternative  but  that  of  relieving 
you  from  your  position  of  chief  astronomer,  unless  you  availed  your- 
self of  the  opportunity  I  gave  you  to  retire  voluntarily  on  the  score  of 
ill  health. 
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I  must  reiterate  what  I  have  before  sfated,  thai  unless  you  resign 
your  position  in  the  commission  voluntarily,  I  shall  be  compelled,  how- 
>*  ever  disagreeablf  it  may  be  to  me,  to  give  you  an  official  notice  of  your 
removal. 

An  immediate  and  definite  reply  is  requested. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  J.  McClellan, 

Captain  Topographical  Engineers. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Faso  del  Norte^  December  16,  1850. 

Sir:  On  the  4th  instant  I  addressed  you  a  private  letter,  informing 
you  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  relieve 
you  from  5rour  present  position  of  chief  astronomer,  &c.,  in  the  bound- 
ary commission,  and  that  my  instructions  left  me  no  alternative  but 
to  comply  with  them.  Anxious  to  avoid  the  unpleasant  duty,  as  well 
as  to  save  your  feelings  as  much  as  possible,  I  gave  you  the  opportunity 
of  resigning  your  place,  on  the  score  o(  ill  health,  and  returning  to 
Washington. 

Your  note  to  me,  in  reply,  led  me  to  understand  that  it  was  doubtful 
what  course  you  would  pursue;  I  therefore  wrote  you  again,  under 
date  of  the  10th  instant,  and  at  the  close  of  my  letter  I  reiterate  that 
unless  you  resign  your  position  in  the  commission  voluntarily,  I  shall 
be  compelled,  however  disagreeable  it  may  be  to  me,  to  give  you  an 
official  notice  of  your  removal.  Although  an  immediate  and  definite 
reply  was  requested,  I  have  not  received  a  line  from  you ;  and  as  a 
sufficient  time  has  elapsed  without  being  apprized  of  your  intentions, 
it  only  remains  for  me  to  communicate  to  vou  the  orders  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior.  I  am  directed  to  notify  you  that  a  report  has  been 
lodged  against  you  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  at  Washington, 
for  habitual  drunkenness^  and  conduct  unbecoming  anofficer  and  a  gentleman; 
and  I  am  furthermore  directed  to  take  measures  to  cause  you  to  return 
and  report  yourself  to  the  department.  Having  declined  to  avail  your- 
self of  the  privilege  which  I  profiered  you,  no  alternative  remains  for 
me  but  to  relieve  you,  as  I  hereby  do,  from  the  duties  of  chief  astrono- 
mer to  this  commission.  You  will,  therefore,  consider  yourself  no 
longer  connected  with  the  boundary  survey. 

I  am  further  directed  to  assign,  temporarily,  the  duties  of  chief 
astronomer  to  the  United  States  topographical  engineer  next  below  you 
in  rank,  until  the  arrival  of  the  officer  to  whom  the  office  will  be  assigned. 

Being  desirous  to  give  you  every  assistance  to  which  your  rank  en- 
titles you,  I  will  assign  for  your  especial  use  a  servant  and  a  cook,  at 
the  expense  of  the  commission.  I  will  also  furnish  you  with  subsistence 
and  quarters  until  an  opportunity  presents  to  return  to  Washington, 
bej^ond  which  time  I  shaul  not  feel  myself  authorized  to  furnish  them, 
but  must  be  governed  by  the  orders  n-om  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
as  to  pay  and  expenses.    Several  wagons  belonging  to  the  commission 
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will  leave  in  about  two  weeks  for  San  Antonio,  and  you  may,  if  you 
nsh,  avail  yourself  of  this  opportunity  of  returning  to  Washington.     A 
Tiber  of  men,  at  least  twenty,  will  accompany  the  train ;  and  as  they 
...J  be  well  armed,  I  anticipate  no  danger  in  its  journey  through. 
Lieutenant  Whipple  states  to  me  that  you  wish  to  purchase  the  ambu- 
lance in  which  you  rode  here,  at  its  cost.   It  is  the  only  light  ambulance 
owned  by  the  commission,  and  will  be  very  useful  to  us  while  in  New 
Mexico.    If,  however,  you  wish  it,  I  will  either  assign  it  for  your  own 
^benefit  while  here,  or  sell  it  to  you  at  its  original  cost. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
Bvt.  Fit.  Col.  J.  McClellan, 

United  States  Topographical  Engineer, 


San  Elizario,  December  19,  1850. 

Sir:  J^have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  16th  instant,  in  which  you  sav  that  you  have  not  received  a  line  in 
reply  to  your  notes  of  the  4th  and  10th  instant  to  me,  in  which  you  ad- 
vise me  to  "leave  the  commission  on  the  score  of  ill  hcEilth."  This  ad- 
vice I  could  take  under  no  circumstances,  as  I  would  not  endeavor  to 
avoid  charges  on  such  or  any  other  plea.  Charges  of  the  kind  preferred 
against  me  having  reached  the  department  in  Washington,  I  have  no 
alternative  but  to  meet  them ;  to  do  so  I  determined  on  the  receipt  of 
Mr.  Secretary  Stuart's  letter,  enclosing  a  copy  of  them  to  me.  I  shall, 
therefore,  apply  to  the  Commanding  General  of  the  army  for  a  court- 
martial,  to  be  held  at  this  place  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  for  my 
trial  on  the  charges  preferred ;  at  the  same  time  I  will  do  so  with  re- 
gret, as  the  witnesses  will  generally  be  from  among  the  members  of 
the  commission,  and  their  detention  by  the  court  will  cause  delay  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  survey  of  the  boundary  line. 

I  received  on  the  evening  before  Isist  your  letter  of  the  16th,  relieving 
me  from  the  position  of  chief  topoffl:*aphical  engineer  and  astronomer 
to  the  boundary  commission ;  and  1  now  onlv  have  to  protest  against 
the  whole  course  pursued  towards  me  in  this  matter.  It  is  the  first 
time  an  officer  of  tne  army  has  suffered  punishment  before  conviction ; 
and  as  I  do  not  fear  the  charges  preferred  against  me,  I  will  have  them 
tried,  and  give  their  author  an  opportunity  to  substantiate  them.  I  will, 
as  I  told  you  in  my  note  by  Lieutenant  Whipple,  take  the  small  ambu- 
lance at  its  original  cost,  the  amount  of  which  you  can  deduct  from 
what  will  be  due  me  in  the  settlement  of  my  accounts,  which  will 
be  sent  to  you  in  a  few  days. 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  McCLELLAN, 
Bvt.  Lt.  Col.y  Capt.  Top.  Eng. 

Hon.  J.  R.  Bartlett, 

Commissioner  Mexican  Botmdary  Survey. 
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Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso,  December  19,  1850. 

Sir:  You  will  please  publicly  to  announce  to  all  connected  with  the 
boundary  commission  at  Socorro,  that  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J. 
McClellan  has  been  relieved  from  duty  as  chief  astronomer,  and  no 
longer  holds  any  position  in  connexion  with  the  boundary  survey. 
Also,  that  Lieutenant  A.  ^.  Whipple  has  been  temporarily  appointed 
to  occupy  the  vacancy  thus  occasioned,  to  discharge  the  duties  per- 
taining to  the  oflBce  of  chief  astronomer. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
E.  Barry, 

Mexican  Boundary  Commission,  Socorro. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso,  December  15,  1850. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  my  instructions  from  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  I  hereby  temporarily  assign  to  you  the  duties  of  chief  astrono- 
mer of  the  United  States  and.  Mexican  boundary  survey,  that  oflSce  be- 
ing rendered  vacant  by  the  withdrawal  of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel 
McClellan.  The  duties  thus  assigned  you,  you  will  continue  to  per- 
form until  the  arrival  of  the  gentleman  whom  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior may  designate  for  the  office. 

The  duties  of  chief  astronomer  are  doubtless  well  known  to  you  ;  but, 
in  order  to  prevent  all  mistakes  or  misunderstanding,  I  will  specify 
them,  viz:  to  determine  all  astronomical  points,  and  to  direct  the 
mode  of  running  all  astronomical  lines  on  the  boundary.  Whatever 
pertains  to  either  of  these  matters  legitimately  comes  under  your  di- 
rection ;  and  you  being  responsible  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
duties,  everything  that  may  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  same  shall 
be  placed  at  your  disposal,  a  written  application  being  made  therefor, 
from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  astronomical  corps  should  be  organ- 
ized and  actively  engaged  at  the  earliest  time  practicable ;  and  as  your 
position  and  occupation,  since  our  arrival  in  Texas  and  during  our  march 
toi'ihis  place,  will  have  enabled  you  to  ascertain  the  capabilitiee-of  the 
individuals  attached  to  the  scientific  corps,  and  which  of  them  are  best 
qualified  for  the  astronomical  duties,  you  will  please  select  and  report 
to  me  for  approval  those  who,  in  your  opinion,  will  best  enable  you 
to  effect  the  various  objects  had  in  view,  in  the  most  satisfactory  and 
expeditious  manner. 

As  it  may  be  necessary  to  erect  a  building  for  the  purpose  of  an  ob- 
servatorjs  office,  &c.,  you  are  authorized  to  cause  the  same  to  be  erected 
and  suitably  furnished,  due  regard  being  had  to  the  strictest  economy 
possible,  bearing  in  mind  the  objects  for  which  they  are  designed.  As 
a  portion  of  the  mechanics  will  be  needed  by  you  for  the  above  pur- 
pose, an  order  on  the  quartermaster  will  be  furnished  you,  to  detail 
such  aiid  so  maxiy  oi  them  as  will  be  requisite.    It  is  also  desirable  to 
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have  the  various  surveying  parties  in  the  field  as  soon  as  the  weather 
will  permit,  and  arrangements  can  be  made  for  their  subsistence,  par- 
ticularly the  party  to  be  sent  under  the  command  of  John  Bull,  esq., 
for  reconnoitring  the  country  between  this  place  and  the  headwaters 
of  the  Gila*  If,  therefore,  he  should  wish  it,  you  would  oblige  me  by 
aiding  him  in  the  onranization  of  a  suitable  party. 

There  will  be  sufficient  time,  ere  their  departure,  to  complete  the  re- 
port, maps,  and  tables  of  the  survey,  made  under  your  direction^  fjrom 
Indianola  to  this  place.     This  report  will  be  an  important  one,  and  I 
%^ould  urge  its  inmiediate  completion. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaitf, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissi/meit*. 
Lieut.  A.  W.  Whipplb, 

United  Statei  Top.  Engineert. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso  J  December  16,  18$0. 

Sir  :  I  furnish  you,  for  your  information  and  guidance,  an  extract  of 
a  letter  from  me  to  Lieutenant  Whipple,  in  relation  to  a  reconnoitring 
party  under  your  direction,  to  be  sent  to  the  headwaters  of  the  Gila, 
rou  will  please  confer  with  that  oflBcer,  select  such  a  party  as  you  re- 
quire to  effect  the  object  in  view,  and  report  to  me  a  list  of  the  persons 
selected,  for  my  approval.  Also,  state  to  me  what  subsistence,  mules, 
and  wagons,  will  be  required. 

lours,  truly, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner., 
John  Bull,  Esq. 


San  Elizario,  December  28,  1850; 

Sir:  I  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the- 
organization  of  a  "  reconnoitring  party  to  be  sent  to  the  headwaters  of '' 
the  Gila,"  and  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  names  of 
gentlemen,  &c.,  whom  I  should  be  glad  to  have  connected  therewith, 
viz :  Messrs.  Seaton,  Phillips,  Snowden,  Moss,  (geologist,)  Jones,  Es- 
py, Weems,  Hesse,  Scott,  Neide,  Mankin,  Rhone,  Lynch,  Knight.;  Mr. 
Camp,  quartermaster  and  commissary — Barker,  assistant ;  herders, 
packers,  drivers,  cooks,  &c. 

As  you  will  peceive,  I  have  not  named  any  persons  belonging  to  the 
quartermaster's  department,  for  the  reason  that  Mr.,  Camp  will  become 
responsible  in  that  department,  and  should,  therefore,  have  the  appoint- 
ment of  his  own  men.  We  have  conferred  together,  and  our  views 
are  essentially  aUke.  I  beg  leave  to  commend  him  to  you,  in  arran- 
ging the  business  affairs  of  the  party. 

lu  making  up  my  party,  I  find  the  number  somewhat  laiger  than  wa» 
anticipated ;  but  witn  much  deliberation,  and  after  geuixv^  ^^  ifiM<^\^- 
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formation  as  was  possible,  concerning  the  country  over  which  we  are 
to  pass,  I  am  really  unable  to  recommend  any  less.  We  shall  have 
difficulties  to  encounter  which  will  make  it  important  to  have  every  man 
well  mounted,  and  any  escort  (unless  mounted  men)  would  retard  our 
operations,  and  might  render  the  difficulties  insuperable. 

I  therefore  respectfully  ask  for  an  escort  just  sufficient  to  do  guard 
duty,  and  to  have  such  escort  mounted. 

The  importance  of  learning  the  geological  features,  with  reference  to 
the  determination  of  the  boundfiiry  line  through  this  now  imknown 
country,  appears  to  me  to  be  so  great  as  to  induce  me  to  ask  the- 
valuable  aid  of  Mr.  Moss,  and  I  hope  it  may  accord  with  the  inclina- 
tion of  that  gentleman  to  accompany  me. 

I  submit  respectfully  the  propriety  of  employing  such  a  ffuide  as  Mr. 
Granger,  of  El  Paso,  or  Mr.  Dutton,  of  this  place,  both  of  whom  are 
familiar  with  the  headwaters  and  tributaries  of  the  Gila  river,  and 
better  acquainted  with  the  country  than  any  persons  to  be  found. 
With  reference  to  "  subsistence,  mules,  and  wagons,"  I  again  refer  you 
to  Mr.  Camp,  who  is  acquainted  with  my  wishes  on  the  subject,  and 
in  whose  judgment  I  place  entire  confidence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  oe,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
•  JOHN  BULL, 

Surveyor  in.  command  of  expedition  to  the  headwaters  of  the  Gila* 

Hon.  Jno.  R.  Bartlett, 

Commissioner  U.  S.  and  M.  B.  C* 


Headquarters  Ast'l  and  Top.  Department, 

Presidio  de  San  Elizario,  Texas,  Dec.  20,  1850. 

Sir:  According  to  the  request  as  expressed  in  your  favor  of  the 
15th  instant,  I  submit  the  following  as  a  list  of  those  of  the  scientific 
corps  selected  as  assistants  at  the  principal  astronomical  observatory  to 
be  erected  near  El  Paso  : 

M.  T.  W.  Chandler,  esq.,  and  S.  W.  Kettlewell,  esq.,  first  assistants, 
with  pay  and  rank  inferior  to  none  upon  the  commission  except  com 
missioned  officers  of  the  government 

G.  Clinton  Gardner,  esq.,  second  assistant* 

Mauritz  V.  Hippel,  esq.,  do. 

H.  C.  Force,  esq.,  fifth  assistant. 

James  Henning,  esq.,  do. 

John  O'Donohue,  esq.,  fifth  assistant. 

Hugh  Campbell,  esq.,         do. 

Patricio  Creniou,  esq.,  sixth  assistant. 

Geo.  P.  Ihrie,  esq.,  do. 

£.  A.  Phillips,  esq.,  do. 

Francis  Wheaton,  esq.,      do. 

George  L.  Pierce,  esq.,  seventh  assistant. 

•George  G.  Gamer,  esq.,  do. 

3Ialcolm  Seaton,  esq.,  do. 

'Thomas  W.  Jones,  esq.,  do. 

M.  £«  Matthews,  esq.,  do. 
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Richard  L.  Griffin,  esq.i  seventh  assistant. 

James  P.  Espy,  jr.,  esq.,  do. 

I  would  respectfully  reconunend  that  the  pay  of  these  various  grades 
from  second  to  seventh  assistant  may  be  so  proportioned  as  to  mduce 
each  young  gentleman  to  strive  to  win  that  promotion  which  shall  be 
given  to  the  deserving. 

You  perceive  that  I  designate  few  as  second  assistants,  and  none  as 
third  and  fourth  assistants ;  it  is  because  I  think  none  qualified  at  pre- 
sent to  fulfil  the  duties  which  I  design  for  those  stations,  and  I  wish  to . 
•  be  permitted  to  promote  the  most  worthy  among  the  juniors. 

The  mechanics  are  making  every  preparation  to  commence  work 
upon  the  observatory,  which  will  be  completed  with  all  despatch.  In 
the  mean  time  they  are  making  tables,  seats,  windows,  &c.,  for  the 
office  at  this  place. 

I  remain,  sur,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
Lieut.  U.  S.  Top.  Eng.j  Astronomer,  4^.,  U.  S.  Boundary. 

John  R.  Baetlett,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Com.  for  the  U.  S.  and  Mex.  Boundary,  El  Paso,  Texas. 


Heabquabtebs  Ast'l  and  Top.  Department, 

San  Elizario,  December  20,  1S50. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  send  herewith  an  account  of  the  persons  employed 
here  at  present,  together  with  the  quarters  occupied  by  them. 

Colonel  McClelland  and  mess,  one  house  and  lot  oi  ground,  S30. 

Lieut.  Whipple,  Messrs.  Chandler,  Ketdewell,  Force,  and  Wheaton, 
two  servants  and  cook,  parts  of  two  houses,  with  office,  &c.,  $66. 

Messrs.  BuU,  Hippel,  Ihrie,  Stein wehr,  Phillips,  Snowden,  cook, 
and  servant,  house  and  office,  $25. 

Messrs.  Henning,  O'Donohue,  Campbell,  Creniou,  Johnson,  Murray, 
Miller,  and  cook  ;  house,  %2bj  with  computing  room. 

These,  together  with  the  baker  attached  to  the  party,  and  the  me- 
chanics under  Mr.  Chamberlin,  who  occupy  quarters,  with  garden-plot 
and  work-shop  at  $25,  compose  the  whole  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mission located  at  this  place. 

The  location  here  is  of  coinrse  temporary,  and  the  arrangements  for 
carrying  on  the  work  of  the  commission  will  probably  lead  to  a  re- 
moval of  some  parts  of  them  at  least,  in  a  short  time. 

You  will  perceive,  by  a  reference  to  the  Ust,  that  no  persons  have 
been  ordered  to  this  place,  except  those  necessary  to  a  completion  of 
the  office  work  incident  to  the  survey  iroxn  Indianola  to  this  place. 

I  remain,  sir,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
Lt.  U.  S.  Top.  Eng.i  Astronomer,  4^.,  U.  S.  Boundary. 

J.  R.  Baetlett,  Esq., 

Commissioner. 
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Presidio  db  8an  ELizARia, 

December  26,  1860. 

Dear  Sir  :  From  the  day  that  I  first  had  the  honor  of  meeting  yon^ 
until  the  present,  my  intercourse  with  you  has  been  based  on  kind 
feelings  towards  yourself  personally,  and  from  a  desire  to  do  every- 
thing m  my  power  to  advance  the  interests  of  this  bovndary  commis- 
sion. 

To  this  end  I  have  ever  taken  the  liberty  of  speaking  and  viriting  to 
you  most  frankly  ;  expressing  my  viewg  most  freely,  upon  every  subject, 
when  it  seemed  probable  that  they  would  tend  towards  carrying  out  ther 

great  objects  of  the  covermnent  in  organizing  this  commission.  Happy 
ave  I  been  in  the  belief  that  you  understood  the  honesty  of  my  mo- 
tives,  and  coincided  in  the  correctness  of  ray  views  f  conceive,  then, 
my  surprise  at  suddenly  finding  myself  in  possession  of  your  order  and 
reprimand  of  the  2Ist  instant. 

To  account  for  not  having  noticed  this  before,  it  is  necessary  to  ex- 
plain the  following  circumstances :  It  was  on  December  21st,  as  I  was 
on  my  way  from  this  place  to  your  headquarters,  Mr.  Camp  met  me, 
and  presented  your  letter,  which  I  opened  and  hastily  read,  as  I  ex- 
pected so  soon  to  have  the  honor  of  an  interview,  and  of  learning  your 
views  more  Completely  by  verbal  communications.  I  read  the  entire 
letter  of  first  page,  but  my  eye  failed  to  note  th^  word  at  foot, 
(*'  over",)  and  consequently  had  no  knowledge  of  the  second  letter. 

The  paper  enclosed,  to  which  Mr.  Vaudricourt's  name  was  signed, 
I  read;  but,  driving  over  rough  ground  in  the  carriage,  I  failed  to  notice 
your  name  in  the  address,  but  supposing  the  letter  addressed  to  my- 
self, and  merely  considering  it  an  anair  in  which  the  commissioner  was 
not  involved.  You  will  from  this  explanation  understand  why  it  was 
that  I  did  not,  before  leaving  £1  Paso,  touch  on  these  points.^ 

I  returned  from  my  visit  to  your  headquarters  fully  m  the  belief  that 
you  sincerely  united  with  me  in  the  determination  to  aid,  by  every 
proper  means,  in  accomplishing,  after  the  manner  most  creditable  to 
the  whole  commission,  tne  great  work  assigned  us.  Hence  my  sur- 
prise that  you  could  have  allowed  a  trifling  breath  to  sweep  away  the 
whole  fabric  of  good  feeling  that  the  frank  expressions  of  truth  might 
have  reasonably  engendered. 
'*     At  the  instigation  of  a  whisper  you  have  sent  me  a  reprimand. 

Allow  me  to  inform  you  thai  no  officer  of  the  army  can  be  punished 
without  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial. 

A  reprimand  is  a  punishment  that  no  officer  can  be  expected  to  sub- 
mit to  without  a  trial.  You  will  therefore  allow  me  most  respectfully 
to  demand  that  it  be  recalled,  and  stricken  from  the  files  of  your 
department. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
Lieut.  U.  S.  Top.  Eng.j  Astronomei'  Mexican  Boundary^ 

John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Commissioner^  Mexican  Boundary^ 
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Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Poio  del^arUj  December  28,  1850. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  yours  of  the  26th  instant,  and  noticed 
jeur  remarks. 

I  do  not  hesitate  to  state  that  the  intercourse  between  us  has  always 
been  of  the  most  friendly  character,  and  that  it  is  my  wish  that  it  should 
continue  so  to  be.  I  have  never  hesitated  to  express  myself  frankly  to 
you,  and  to  advise  with  you  in  matters  of  importance  relative  to  the 
commission. 

Heretofore  everything  has  gone  on  harmoniously  between  us;  and, 
as  I  frankly  remarked  to  you,  I  was  surprised,  and  deeplj  regretted, 
that  the  harmony  of  the  party  should  be  destroyed  by  a  curcumstance 
ixrhich  might  easily  have  been  avoided. 

I  still  tmnk,  as  I  told  you,  that  it  was  wrong  to  open  a  box  bearing 
the  name  of  another,  even  thoi^h  Colonel  McClellan  directed  it  to  be  "" 
done;  but  I  did  not  state,  and  ao  not  assert,  that  it  was  done  by  you. 
It  was  this  act  that  gave  offence  to  Mr.  Vaudricourt,  and  I  doubt  not 
that  you  or  any  other  gentlemen  in  the  commission  would  have  been 
equally  offended  had  a  similar  case  happened  to  either. 

In  my  letter  to  you,  I  requested  that  you  would  see  to  the  replacing 
in  said  box  everything  that  may  have  been  removed  therefrom,  and  to 
the  forwarding  of  the  same  to  me  forthwith. 

I  do  not  in  this,  nor  in  any  other  part  of  the  letter,  find  anything  that 
can  be  construed  into  '*  a  reprimand ;"  certainly  it  was  far  from  ray 
wish  to  reprimand  you  or  to  wound  your  feelings.  At  the  same  time  I 
would  observe,  that  I  should  be  guilty  of  a  dereliction  of  duty  did  I,  for 
a  moment,  hesitate  to  reprimand  any  one  connected  with  this  commis- 
sion, whose  conduct  might  justly  render  him  amenable  to  reproof. 

Although  I  do  not  recognise  a  right  in  any  one  to  require  of  me  rea- 
sons for  any  orders  issued  or  requests  made  in  relation  to  property  be* 
longing  to  the  commission,  for  which  I  am  responsible,  I  will  say  that 
I  had  an  object  in  view  for  the  benefit  of  the  commission,  which  could 
not  be  effected  without  the  use  of  certain  articles  which  were  in  that 
box — an  object  of  very  great  importance;  and  in  consequence  of  not 
having  it  agreeably  to  my  request,  made  ten  days  since,  I  am  prevent- 
ed from  sending  to  the  governnietit  what  it  was  my  desire  to  transmit. 

The  individuals  connected  with  this  commission  were  selected  to  011 
certain  places  and  discharge  certain  duties;  and  they  are  responsible  to 
me  for  tne  manner  in  which  they  fill  said  places  and  perform  the  duties 
devolving  on  thenu 

You  are  here  as  a  member  of  the  astronomical  and  topographical 
department,  (and  ad  interim  chief  thereof,)  and  in  that  capacity,  and 
that  alone,  I  consider  you  responsible  to  me  in  the  same  manner  as  I 
am  to  the  government  for  my  conduct  as  commissioner.  In  this  com- 
mission you  occupy  a  highly  important,  scientific,  and  not  a  military, 
position ;  in  your  latter  capacity  I  neither  udsh,  nor  have  I,  the  authority 
to  control  or  directyou.  Your  remarks, therefore,  relative  to  the  course 
to  be  pursued  towards  ^an  officer  of  the  army,*'  respecting  a  court- 
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martial,  &c.,  I  conceive  to  be  entirely  out  of  place,  and  such  as  do  not 
require  any  comments  fix»n]^e. 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commmianer^ 
Lieut.  A.  W.  Whipple, 

Of  Astronomical  (ad  int.)  Mex.  Boundary  Commissian. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

•    El  Pa$0y  December  30,  1850. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  yours  of  the  25th,  by  Mr.  Chandler,  with  a 
list  of  names  to  be  attached  to  Mr.  Prioleau*s  party  for  surveying  the 
line  from  San  Elizario  to  this  place.  As  this  subject  utas  broognt  up 
•at  the  last  meeting  of  the  joint  commission,  agreeable  to  the  under- 
standing between  you  and  myself,  so  as  to. make,  it  a  portion  of  the 
regular  survey  to  be  made  by  the  joint  commission,  I  diink  it  had 
better  be  deferred  until  you  meet  Mr.  Salazar,  and  arrange  fuller  plans. 
You  will  receive  to-day  an  official  copy  of  the  rescdutions.  I  could 
not  send  it  before,  as  they  were  only  returned  from  General  Conde  late 
on  Saturday  evening. 

Among  tne  names  on  your  list  are  several  who  have  no  place  in  the 
i    commission ;  and  as  my  earnest  desire  now  is  to  reduce  our  number  and 
our  expenses,  I  cannot  increase  our  party  at  present. 

I  will  furnish  you  with  a  complete  hst  of  the  mechanics,  laborers^ 
chain-bearers,  and  assistants,  which  will  enable  you  to  make  up  your 
parties  hereafter.  This  shall  be  done  befcMre  you  require  it.  The  comr 
mission  meets,  or  I  would  make  it  out  now. 

Your  opinion  as  to  the  understanding  of  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty^ 
relating  to  the  boundary,  was  also  received  by  Mr.  Chandler,  and  shall 
l>e  filed  with  the  journals  of  the  commission. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT,  .Co«»i«b»er. 

Lieut.  A.  W.  Whipple, 

V*  S.  To^.  Eng.9  Aoro.^  4^.,  M.  JB.  C. 

P.  S. — ^At  the  time  I  reo  nested  your  opinion  on  the  5th  article  of  the 
treaty,  I  was  fearful  that  tne  po3ition  which  I  took  at  the  first  meeting 
pf  the  joint  commission,  in  which  I  claimed  the  entire  length,  or  the 
"  whole  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico,'*  according  to  Distumell^s 
map,  amounting  to  three  aegrees,  and  which  I  insisted  on  at  every  sub* 
sequent  meeting,  might  not  be  acceded  to,  and  that  we  should  be  unable 
to  agree.  In  that  case  I  was  desirous  that  my  position  should,  if  pes* 
sible,  be  sustained  by  you.  But  I  observed  diat  if  we  should  agree  it 
would  be  unnecessary.  As  we  have  now  mutually  agreed,  and  my 
original  position  and  claim  has  be^i  fully  acceded  to  by  the  commis-* 
fiion  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  this  opinion  will  be  of  no  use.  Yet  that  it 
may  be  shown  in  the  future  history  of  the  joint  commission  that  your 
opinion  fully  coincided  with  mine,  I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  placing 
it  on  file  with  the  records  of  the  joint  commission. 

J.  R.  BARTLETT,  Commimoner. 
December  30, 1850. 
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Heabqitarters  Ast'l  and  Top.  Department, 

Presidio  de  San  Elizario,  Texas^  Dec.  31,  1850. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  28th  and  30th  instant,  and  also  copy 
of  resolutions  of  the  joint  commission,  from  Dr.  Webb,  Secretary  U.  S. 
B.  C,  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive. 

I  vvrill  immediately  sketch  plans  of  operations,  in  conformity  with  said 
resolutions,  and  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  consult  in  reference 
to  them  with  Mr.  Salazar.  You  may  expect  these  plans  to  be  digested 
and  presented  for  the  approval  of  the  commissioners  early  next  week. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

A.  W.WHIPPLE, 
Lieut*  U.  S*  Topographical  Engineers. 
Hon.  Jno.  R.  Bartlett, 

17.  iS.  Commissioneri 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso,  January  2,  1851. 

Dear  Sir:  As  a  number  of  men  were  #Jded  to  the  commission  at 
San  Antonio,  and  during  its  march  to  San  Elizario,  without  mv  knowl- 
edge, and  who  still  claim  a  connexion  with  it,  as  in  the  case  of  Dalton, 
who  called  on  me  yesterday,  I  will  state  the  circumstances  in  which 
I  am  placed  with  regard  to  these  men. 

Before  leaving  Washington,  the  programme  of  a  party  necessary  to 
.  carry  on  the  several  surveys  contemplated  was  drawn  up,  first  by  your- 
self, and  subsequently  very  much  enlarged  by  Major  Graham.  This 
was  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  approved  bv  him : 
additional  names  were  first  added,  and  a  large  corps  of  mecnanicsi 
beside,  selected  by  Colonel  McClellan,  so  in  all  respects  it  was  as  com- 
plete as  possible. 

You  will  therefore  perceive  that  I  shall  be  greatly  eo^arrassed,  and 
very  materially  increase  the  expenses  of  the  commission,  if  I  consent 
to  include  in.  it  all  the  persons  wno  were  attached  to  it  after  I  left,  and 
without  my  knowledge.  The  government  holds  me  responsible  for 
every  act  of  the  commission ;  ana  unless  I  can  show  an  absolute  neces- 
sity for  employing  additional  force  at  this  time,  when  those  who  were 
attached  to  the  commission  in  Washington  cannot  be  employed,  I  shall 
deserve  the  censure  of  th6  department. 

in  diis  I  do  not  wish  to  deprive  you  of  any  aid  that  you  may  require 
in  the  astronomical  observatory,  but  will  most  readily,  when  our  present 
'force  is  employed,  employ  others,  if  required  in  your  department. 

You  will  render  me  very  great  assistance,  therefdre,  by  enabling  me 
to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  government,  and  by  curtailing  rather 
than  increasing  the  force  which  1  consider  ptoperly  to  belong  to  the 
commission. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  the  assistants  in  the  engineer  corps,  the  mechanics^ 
laborers.  See. 

Your&  tespectfuUy, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT,  Commissumer. 

Lieut.  A.  W.  Whipple, 

€•  &  Topographical  Engineers^ 
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MjLiTART  Post, 
El  PcL90t  TexeUi  January  2,  1861« 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  this  date  I  have  just  had  time  to  read,  and 
not  only  understand  your  explanation,  but  heartily  concur  with  you  in 
the  desire  of  limiting  the  expenses  of  the  comnussion,  with  reference 
to  the  employes.  You  know  that  I  had  no  authority,  even  if  I  had 
had  the  will,  to  discharge  an^r  that  had  been  employed*  At  present  I 
do  not  wish  to  make  a  requisition  for  any  addiaonal  force,  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  you  are  placed;  and  yet,  when  the  observatonr 
shall  be  in  full  operation,  I  think  others  may  tie  most  usefully  employed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE. 

Hon  Jno.  R«  Bartlbtt, 

U.  S.  Boundary  Commmumer. 


San  Elizario,  Texas,  December  31,  1850. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  ^  enclose  herewith  my  accoulit  for  pay  and' 
personal  allowance  on  the  boundary  survey,  up  to  the  16th  of  December. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

J.  McCLELLAN. 
J.  R*  Bartlett. 

The  United  States  to  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  McClellan,  Topo- 
graphical Engineers  J  Dr.^  on  account  of  survey  of  boundary  line  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico: 

For  pay  as  principal  astronomer,  in  addition  to  pay  as  cap- 
tain of  topographical  engineers,  (1 1,480,)  at  the  rate  of 
$3,000  per  annum,  from  31st  of  August  to  16th  December 
inclusive  .r^. .,  $444  47 


3^  United  States  to  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colond  McClellan,  Dr.y  on  ae^ 
count  (f  survey  of  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico: 

For  balance  of  allowance  for  personal  expenses*  at  the  rate 
of  $4  per  diem,  ($2  having  already  been  drawn  by  me,) 
from  the  14th  December,  1849,  to  the  30th  June,  1850, 
$2  per  diem,  197  days...^ $394  00 

For  allowance  for  personal  expenses  from  the  30th  June  to 

16th  December,  1850, 169  days  at  $4  per  diem 676  00 

1,070  00 
December  31,  1860.  === 


Mexican  Boundary  CoMAnssioN, 

El  Pasoy  January  9,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  yours  of  the  31st  ultimo,  enclosing  sundry  accounts 
against  the  boundary  commission. 
The  £rst  is  for  your  ''pay  as  principal  astronomer,  in  addition  to 


S.  Doc.  119.  41 

pay  as  captain  of  topographical  engineers,  ($1,400,)  at  the  rate  of  $3,000 
per  annum,  from  dlst  August  to  6th  December  inclusivei  $444  47." 

I  have  directed  Mr.  Murphy  to  wait  upon  you  at  your  quarters  in 
San  Elizario  and  pay  this  Dili,  deducting  therefrom  the  cost  of  the 
ambulance  driven  oy  you  from  Indianola,  which  you  expressed  a  de- 
sire to  retain  at  its  original  cost,  which  is  as  follows: 

Quimby  &  Co.'s  bill  tor  the  ambulance.w. $200  00 

Harrison  &  Breese's  bill  for  axles  and  hubs 27  09 

Captain  Thistle's  bill  for  superintending  the  construction  of  five 
wagons  with  iron  hubs  and  axles,  $159  80,  making  propor- 
tionate cost  of  each 39  96 

Millby  &  Co.'s  bill  of  harness 60  00 

817  04 


In  your  second  account  you  charge  the  commission  *'for  balance  of 
allowance  for  personal  expenses,  at  the  rate  of  $4  per  diem,  ($2  having 
already  been  drawn,^  from  ifk  14th  December  to  20th  June,  1860, 
$2  per  diem  for  197  days,  $394." 

As  the  service  was  performed  previous  to  my  connexion  with  the 
boundary  commission,  and  while  funds  were  in  your  hands  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  commission,  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty 
to  pay  it  until  I  receive  instructions  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

You  are  aware  that  I  am  required  to  sign  the  certificate  which  you 
have  appended  to  this,  before  it  will  be  received  by  the  Fifth  Auditor, 
stating  that  the  account  is  correct,  that  the  service  was  rendered  on 
account  of  the  commission,  and  that  it  was  necessary,  &c.,  &c.  Of  the 
truth  of  this  statement,  though  I  may  have  no  doubt,  I  have  no  knowl- 
edge. Under  these  circumstances  I  cannot  sign  the  certificate,  and 
consequently  cannot  receive  credit  for  it. 

The  second  item  in  this  account  is,  *'  for  personal  expenses  from  Juqi 
20  to  December  16,  1860,  169  days  at  $4  per  diem,  $676." 

On  referring  to  my  instructions  I  perceive  that  the  chief  astronomer 
is  entitled  to  receive  his  **  reasonable  personal  and  travelling  expenses 
while  in  service." 

From  this  I  am  led  to  infer,  that  if  these  are  once  paid  and  fiimished, 
there  can  be  no  other  charge  for  them.  Your  travelling  expenses 
were  paid  to  Indianola,  and  from  thence  the  commission  furnished  you 
with  means  of  transportation  to  this  place. 

With  regard  to  subsistence,  I  applied  to  the  commissary  to  know  if 
it  had  been  fiimished  from  the  stores  of  the  commission;  in  reply  to 
"which  he  informed  me  that  it  had,  since  the  19th  of  September, 
f  see  his  letter  appended ;)  and  in  addition  to  the  usual  subsistence 
furnished  to  all,  that  many  choice  articles  of  provisions,  such  as  are 
denominated  '*  hospital  stores,"  were  drawn  by  you.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  am  compelled  to  decline  paying  this  bill  without  or- 
ders from  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

I  shall  be  sorry  to  put  you  to  any  inconvenience  by  declining  the 

riyment  of  this  account;  but  being  held  responsible  to  the  government! 
cannot,  in  justice  to  myself,  pay  and  cemfy  to  the  correctQfi^*^  o^  ^sl 
account  which  my  instructions  do  not  authorize  me  U>  ^a^* 


42  S.  Doc.  lis. 

By  the  first  cohveyance  I  will  state  the  case  to  the  department,  and 
request  instructions  m  regard  to  it. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Bvt.  Lieut  Col.  J.  McClellan, 

U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers^  4^.,  San  Elizario. 


Headquarters  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  PasOf  January  6,  1851. 

Sir:  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  if  Colonel  McClellan 
has  been  furnished  with  his  subsistence  since  his  arrival  at  Indianola 
with  the  commission. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

A)HN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Geo.  F.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

Commissary  Mexican  Boundary  Commission^ 

Socorro^  Texas. 


.  Commissary's  Department, 
United  States  and  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Socorro^  January  8,  1851. 

Dear  Sir:  To  your  note  of  the  6th,  inquiring  if  Lieutenant  Colonel 
NcClellan  has  been  furnished  subsistence  since  his  arrival  at  Indianola, 
X  reply  that  the  provision  returns  of  the  department  show  that  he  has 
drawn  subsistence  from  September  19,  1850,  to  December  20,  1850, 
inclusive. 

Very  truly  yours, 

HENRY  JACOBS, 
AssU  Commissary  Mex.  Boundary  Commission. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett,  Commissioner 

{7.  S.  Mex.  Boundary  Commission^  El  Paso. 


^  A  complaint  against  ike  commissary  on  account  of  the  insufficiency  and  inferi^ 

ority  of  pronisions. 

We,  the  undersigned,  officers  and  members  of  the  United  States  and 
Mexican  boundary  commission,  now  quartered  at  San  Elizeu-io,  Tex- 
^,  resp  ctfuUy  represent  that  we  are  not  properly  provided,  by  the 
commissary  department,*with  such  provisions  as  are  necessary  to  our 
comfortable  subsistence;  that  the  provisions  that  are  issued  are  insula 
fcient  in  quantity  and  inferior  in  qua£ty% 
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We  were  quartered  here  after  the  arrival  of  the  train  on  the  9th  of 
December,  1850,  since  ^^^bich  time  rations  have  been  issued  three  dif- 
ferent times,  each  time  for  ten  days'  subsistence ;  that  the  rations  thus 
issued  consisted  of  sugar,  coffee,  salt,  soap,  all  of  which  articles  were 
found  sufficient  in  quantity  and  quality;  rice  that  is  inferior  in  quality, 
and  we  believe  would  be  condemned  by  a  board  of  survey;  pork  that 
we  are  informed  toas  condemned  at  the  military  post,  and  which  we  un- 
hesitatingly say  is  unfit  for  use ;  ffour  that  we  find,  on  comparison,  is 
much  inferior  to  flour  that  has  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  use  at  the 
military  post  here,  and  which  we  unhesitatingly  say  is  injurious  to  our 
health,  and  not  fit  to  eat* 

We  have  received  but  half  rations  of  rice  and  half  rations  of  beans. 

Fresh  beef  has  been  issued  every  thitd  day  at  Socorro ;  and  we  say, 

with  all  truth,  that  not  one  pound  of  the  beef  that  we  have  received 

since  our  arrival  here  was  such  as  should  be  eaten  by  man  regardful 

•of  his  life  and  health.^ 

We  also  further  state  that  no  bacon,  no  saleratus,  ojkhard  bread,  has 
been  issued  to  us ;  that  we  have  frequently  appealed  to  the  commis- 
sary, Mr.  George  F.  Bartlett,  for  redress,  but  our  complaints  have  been 
disregarded,  and  we  now  most  respectfully  ask  that  you  will  cause 
such  orders  to  be  issued  as  will  remedy  the  evils  complained  of. 

Respectfully  yours,  &c., 

♦Pat.  Carpenter,  J.  H.  Prioleau, 

James  Lynch,  Robt.  H.  Coffee, 

Madison  Gassaway,  L.  C.  Houghton, 

Saml.  McPherson,  ♦F.  Michalowski, 

C.  M.  Litchfield,  Charles  Rainey, 

James  Shackleford,  •Nicholas  Taylor, 

Robt.  M.  Tuttle,  E.  A.  Phillips, 

♦John  R.  Neide,  Avon  Steinwher, 

♦Benj.  Miller,  (his  mark,)      C.  Hippel, 
Jonathan  Cbamberlin,  C.  A.  bnowden, 

Saml.  S.Moe,  Frank  Wheaton, 

John  T.  Mankin,  Lewis  Greer, 

James  L.  Roane,  ♦£.  A.  Brasford. 

Note. — The  persons  thus  marked  (♦)  are  not  now,  and  never  were, 
members  of  the  boundary  commission. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso^  January  6,  1851. 

Sia :  I  have  just  received  a  communication  from  sundry  persons, 
calling  themselves  "oflScers  and  members  of  the  United  States  and 
Mexican  boimdary  commission  stationed  at  San  Elizario,"  complain* 
ing  that  the  provisions  issued  by  the  commissary  are  **  insufficient  in 

auantity  and  infericw  in  quality."    ♦    ♦     "  That  the  rice  would  be  con-  ** 
emned  by  a  board  of  survey."    ♦    ♦     "  That  the  pork  was  condemned 
at  the  military  post,  and  is  unfit  for  use."     ♦    •     "That  the  flour  is 
much  inferior  to  that  condemned  as  unfit  for  use  at  the  \ii\\i\a.T^  ^^x.^^ 
and  **tbat  not  oDe  pound  of  the  beef  that  you  have  leceWedi  ^laic^  ^c^va 
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arrival  at  San  Elizario  was  such  as  should  be  eaten  by  man  regard- 
ful of  his  life  and  health,"  &c.,  &c.  , 

This  communication  is  headed  by  a  man  who  has  no  connexion  widi 
the  commission,  and  never  had  except  as  a  teamster,  from  which  place 
he  was  dismissed  for  bis  bad  conduct.  There  are  four  others  who  are 
unknown  to  me  as  members  of  the  commission,  and  two  teamsters,  who, 
though  they  may  have  driven  our  wagons,  I  do  not  consider  *•  mem- 
bers" of  the  commission.  Coming  in  such  a  questionable  shape,  there- 
fore, I  should  consider  this  complaint  unworthy  of  my  notice,  did  I  not 
see  among  the  names  that  of  one  holding  so  high  a  position  as  you  do. 
For  the  provisions  furnished  I  hold  myself  solely  responsible,  and  will 
therefore  state  the  following  facts  respecting  them. 

As  soon  as  I  learned  fix)m  the  commissary  that  all  the  provisions 
were  ordered  to  be  left  behind  to  hasten  the  arrival  of  a  portion  of  the 
commission,  and  that  a  supply  would  be  necessary  on  the  arrival  of 
the  train,  I  applied  to  the  commanding  oflScer  l^re,  Major  Van  Home, 
as  well  as  to  ^he  acting  quartermaster  and  commissary.  Lieutenant 
Wood,  to  fumisn  the  commission  with  what  we  required  for  our  imme- 
diate wants.  This  they  kindly  consented  to  do,  although  the  supply 
here,  as  well  as  at  the  other  military  posts,  was  very  short.  This  was 
the  only  source  fix>m  which  pork  and  rice,  the  articles  complained  ofi 
could  be  procured ;  and  these,  together  with  sugar,  coflfee,  salt,  soap, 
candles,  &c.,  &c.,  were  immediately  sent  to  Socorro  to  await  the  ar- 
rival of  the  train. 

As  to  the  quality,  I  can  only  say  that  my  own  table,  and  also  that 
of  the  officers  and  men  at  the  military  post  here,  are  supplied  from  the 
same  source ;  and  although  they  may  not  be  equal  to  provisions  newly 
put  up  nearer  home,  I  am  thankftil  to  get  them.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  they  have  come  a  very  long  distance,  and  that  they  have 
been  on  the  way  from  the  coast  during  the  entire  summer,  exposed  to 
the  intense  heat  of  the  plains. 

As  to  the  beef,  of  which  you  complain,  I  will  state  that  my  own  table 
has  been  exclusively  supplied  from  the  same  source  that  you  have  been 
since  your  arrival;  all  the  beef  that  I  have  had  has  been  sent  me  by 
the  butcher  which  supplies  the  commission.  The  commissary^s  note, 
with  the  butcher's,  will  explain  this. 

The  flour,  which  you  condemn,  I  procured  a  sample  of  here,  had 

some  bread  made  of  it,  and  found  it  excellent     I  then  purchased  a 

t.  quantity,  and  sent  it  down  to  the  commissary.     He  will  explain  the 

rest  in  regard  to  this,  as  well  as  respecting  the  half  rations  referred  to 

by  you. 

You  complain  that  hard  bread  is  not  furnished.  I  supposed  that, 
after  living  on  hard  bread  for  two  months,  flour  and  soft  bread  would 
be  preferred.  In  fact,  many  gentlemen  of  the  commission  requested 
that  they  mi^ht  have  these,  instead  of  hard  bread ;  furthermore,  this 
article  is  not  issued  by  the  garrison,  and  the  ample  supply  which  was 
by  me  provided  for  the  commission  was  left  behind  in  the  ox  train, 
as  you  well  know,  without  my  authority,  and,  as  I  have  reason  to  be» 
lieve,  without  the  direction  or  consent  of  the  commissary.  However, 
as  you  desire  it,  and  complain  that  it  is  "  not  issued  to  you,"  I  will 
endeavor  to  procure  some  tor  you.    Bacon  shall  also  be  sent  you,  if  it 
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can  be  had ;  but  you  will  remember  that  this,  like  the  pork,  has  bee  i 
exDosed  during  the  hist  five  months  on  the  way  fix)m  the  coast  her ;. 
Balaratus  I  have  been  unable  to  procure.  This  was  left  behind  wit  i 
the  other  provisions ;  and  it  scarcely  seems  right  to  make  complaint » 
against  the  commissary,  arising  fi'om  a  case  over  which  he  had  no 
controL 

With  regard  to  the  beef  I  will  furthej^more  observe,  so  difficult 
has  it  been  to  procure  meat  here,  that  more  than  once  I  have  had  no 
other  dish  served  up  but  fried  salt  pork^  of  the  same  quality  and  fix)m 
the  same  barrel  witn  that  of  which  you  complain.  No  one  who  has 
partaken  of  the  food  haa  exjierienced  the  least  injury  to  his  health; 
partly,  perhaps,  because  used  with  a  contented  spirit ;  but  mainly,  with- 
out douot,  from  its  not  being  the  unfit  article  that  it  has  been  conjectured 
to  be. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Cammiaianer. 
J.  H.  Prioleau,  Esq., 

Aut.  Surveyor f  17.  S.  M.  B.  C,  San  Elizario^  Texas. 


Headquarters  Combhssary's  Department, 

United  States  Boundary  Commission, 

Socorro^  January  7,  1851. 

Sir:  A  copy  of  a  paper,  signed  by  yourself  and  others,  to  the  com- 
missioner, complaining  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  subsistence  issued 
fi^m  this  department,  nas  been  placed  in  my  hands  by  the  commis- 
sbner.  You  say  that  "the  provisions  are  insufficient  in  quantity.'*  In 
reply  to  this  I  have  only  to  say  that  the  quantity  issued  is  the  same  as 
that  allowed  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  with  the  exception  of 
sugar  and  coffee ;  of  which  we  issue  one  quarter  ration  more,  as  your 
provision  returns  will  show.  The  rice  and  pork  that  you  **  are  in- 
formed was  condemned  by  a  bocu'd  of  survey  "  is  the  best  that  can  be 
purchased  in  the  country,  and  never  was  condemned.  The  flour,  I 
acknowledge,  is  not  such  as  the  conmiissioner  contracted  for.  As  soon 
as  I  ascertained  this  fact  I  repaired  to  El  Paso,  and  for  the  last  six 
days  have  been  engaged  in  making  such  arrangements  as  will  insure 
you  a  much  better  quality  of  the  article.  You  say  that  "  only  half 
rations  of  rice  and  beans  have  been  issued  to  you."  I  refer  you  to  the 
•*  regulations  of  the  subsistence  department  of  the  United  States  army," 
by  which  I  have  been  governed  in»the  issue  of  these  two  articles. 

The  beef  issued  to  you  since  your  arrival  at  San  Elizario  has  been 

Eurchased  by  me  from  Messrs.  Hyde  &  Allen,  and  is  the  best  that  can 
e  procured  either  at  San  Elizario,  Socoito,  or  El  Paso. 
The  three  beeves  that  remain  of  the  herd  driven  along  with  the 
mule  train  are  not  in  fit  condition  to  kill.  The  commissioner's  table 
has  been  supplied  with  the  same  quality  of  beef  furnished  to  vou,  and 
I  have  had  no  complaint  fix)m  him  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  has  alluded  to 
it  to  me  as  being  superior  in  quality  to  that  procured  at  El  Paso.  I 
is  with  extreme  difficulty  that  I  have  been  able  to  p^daasfe  «v3fe«v^X«w:» 
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for  the  comoaission.  When  we  arrived  at  quarters  the  ccnumissary 
department  was  entirely  out  of  provisions,  owing  mainly  to  the  sul>- 
sistence  of  the  commission  being  left  behind  in  the  ox  train  by  order  of 
the  officer  then  in  command  of  the  party,  and  contrary  to  the  wishes 
of  both  myself  and  Mr.  Jacobs;  in  fact  we  both  verbally  protested 
against  it,  and  urgently  demanded  that  the  provisions  should  not  be 
left  behind.  As  regards  hard  bread  there  has  been  no  demand  made 
to  this  department  ror  it. 

After  issuing  hard  bread  for  twa  months,  I  presumed  tiiat  flour 
would  be  mo'*e  acceptable. 

If  it  is  the  desire  of  the  gentlemen  stationed  at  San  Elizario  that 
hard  bread  should  be  issued  in  lieu  of  flour,  I  will  endeavor  to  pro* 
cure  it.  That  you  "  have  frequently  appealed  to  the  commissary  for 
redress,"  I  have  yet  to  learn.  Mr.  Cofiee,  ahd  Beryamin  Miller,  team- 
ster, whose  names  are  affixed  to  the  complaint,  I  think  did  speak  to 
me  about  tte  flour  issued.  I^havje  no  recollection  of  others.  I  have 
requested  the  commissary  sergeant,  who  is  an  experienced  judge  of 
beef,  having  once  been  a  butcher,  to  address  you  in  relation  to  the 
quality  of  the  beef  issued.  If  you  and  the  other  signers  of  the  complaint 
had  taken  into  consideration  tlie  great  difficulty  I  have  to  encounter  in 
procuring  supplies,  I  am  convinced  that  the  complaint  would  never 
have  been  made. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

GEORGE  F.  BARTLETT, 
Commissary  United  States  Boundary. 

J.  H.  Prioleau,  Esq., 

Assistant  Surveyor  United  States  and 

Mexican  Boundary  Commission^  San  Elizario. 


Headquabters  Commissary  Department, 
United  States  and  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Socorroj  January  6,  1851. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  wish  you  to  give  me  your  written  opinion  in  regard 
to  the  quality  of  the  beef  issued  by  you  to  the  commission  since  the 
arrival  of  the  party  into  quarters. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

GEORGE  F.  BARTLETT, 
Com.  U  S.  and  Mexican  Boundary  Commission* 
Mr«  H.  Millbn, 

Com.  Sergt.  U  S.  and  Mexican  Boundary  Commission. 


Socorro,  January  7,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  yesterday  I  have  only  to  state  that  I 
have  been  a  butcher  at  the  north  for  many  years,  and  profess  to  be 
a  good  judge  of  beef.  That  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Tennant  I  have 
acted  in  that  capacity  in  the  United  States  and  Mexican  boundary 
commissioD,  and  must  say  the  beef  I  have  killed  and  issued  to  the 
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members  of  the  coiamission  since  our  arrival  at  this  place  has  been 
superior  to  any  I  have  issued  since  our  arrival  in  Texas. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

H.  MILLEN, 
Com.  Sergt.  U.  S»  and  Mexican  Boundary  Commission. 
Gboroe  F.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

Com.  U.  S.  and  Mexican  Boundary  Commission* 


SimsisTBNGB  Office,  Paso  pel  Norte,  Texas, 

January  4,  1851* 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  request  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  statement  in  regard  to  a  communication  addressed  to  you 
by  certain  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  boundary  commission,  com- 
plaining that  the  rations  issued  to  them  are  of  inferior  quality  to  those 
issued  to  the  troops  stationed  in  this  section  of  the  country- 

Agreeably  to  an  order  received  from  the  War  Department  (direct- 
ing that  the  boundary  commission  be  supplied  at  the  several  commis- 
sary depots  with  such  articles  of  subsistence  stores  as  could  be  spared 
without  injury  to  the  public  service)  there  have  been  issued  to  them  at 
diflferent  times  from  this  depot,  pork,  coffee,  sugar,  rice,  &c.,  from 
the  same  stores  and  of  the  same  quality  as  those  issued  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  stationed  at  this  post« 

In  regard  to  the  assertion  that  the  pork  had  been  condemned  at  this 
post  previous  to  its  being  issued,  I  can  state  that  not  a  single  pound  of 
pork  nas  ever  been  condemned  of  the  lot  of  stores  from  which  these 
were  issued.  No  fresh  beef  or  flour  has  ever  been  issued  at  this  post 
to  the  parties  complaining. 

I  presume  the  beef  issued  to  them  by  the  commissary  of  the  commis- 
sion is  not  of  the  best  quality,  as  it  is  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that 
even  a  tolerable  quality  of  beef  can  be  procured  m  the  country. 

For  the  last  three  months,  notice  for  proposals  to  furnish  the  post 
with  &esh  beef  has  been  published,  and  as  yet  not  a  single  bid  has  been 
received. 

The  beef  we  are  now  receiving  is  delivered  by  verbal  agreement,  and 
that  so  long  only  as  the  person  delivering  may  be  able  to  procure  beef 
at  certain  rates. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  H.  WOOD, 
2d  Lieut.  3d  Infantry^  A.  A.  C.  S* 

John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

Unued  States  Boundary  Commissioner. 


San  Elizario,  Texas, 

January  29,  1851. 

I  examined  a  quantity  of  rice,  beef  and  pork  in  the  possession  of  the 
commissary  of  ihe  United  States  boundary  survey,  which  I  was  assured 
was  such  as  was  issued  .to  persons  belonging  to  the  md  ^Mcve^^  ^^xA\ 


48  •      .    &  Doc  119. 

unhesitatingly  state  that  I  consider  the  samples  of  Hce,  beef  and  pork 
shown  me  equal  in  quality  to  the  provisions  issued  to  the  United  States 
troops  on  this  frontier. 

•  W.  B.  JOHNS, 

Captain  3d  Regment  Infantry. 


SocoRBo,. Texas,  January  31,  1851. 

I  hereby  certify  on  honor,  that  the  provisions  examined  by  Captain 
Johns  were  fro'm  the  same  lot  as  that  issued  to  the- members  of  the  ex- 
pedition at  San  Elizario,  in  December  and  January. 

HILAND  MILLEN, 

Commissary  SergeanU 


Socorro,  Texas,  January  31,  1851* 

.  I  hereby  certify  that  the  provisions  examined  by  Captain  Johns  were 
from  the  same  lot  as  those  issued  to  the  members  of  the  United  States 
and  Mexican  boundary  commission,  at  San  Elizario,  in  December  and 
January,  and  that  we  had  no  better  provisions  on  hand  at  the  time  the 
issues  were  made.    On  honor, 

HENRY  JACOBS, 
Asst.  Commissary  U*  S*  and  M.  B.  Cm 


Presidio  pb  San  Elizario, 

January  ^i  1851. 

Sir:  The  survey  which,  by  request  of  the  United  States  boundary 
commission,  was  ordered  to  extend  from  Indianola  to  El  Paso,  was 
necessarily  suspended  at  this  place. 

For  the  purpose  of  completing  this  work  according  to  the  original 
design,  a  party  will  be  detailed  and  placed  under  your  command. 

The  following  list  of  assistants,  &c.,  is  in  accordance  with  your  re- 
quest: 

T.  Thompson,  esq.,  assistant  with  level. 

W.  White,  jr.,  esq.,  2d  do. 

E.  Hesse,  esq.,  topographer. 

A.  P.  Wilbar,  esq.,  assistant  with  compass. 

J.  T.  McDufFee,  esq.,  rodman. 

Wm.  Lyne,  esq.,  do. 

Jos.  Hoban,  esq.,  flag  and  chain  bearer. 

C.  N.  Simms,  esq.,  do  do. 

T.  W.  Tansill,  esq.,  do  do. 

J.  E.  Weems,  esq.,  do  do. 

One  cook ;  1  servant ;  mess  furniture ;  2  wagons,  with  mules  and  driver 
to  each ;  4  tents ;  provisions  to  be  issued  to  15  men  at  San  Elizario  for 
4  days,  at  Socorro  for  16  days,  at  El  Paso  for  14  days;  forage  for  8 
mules  for  same  time,  to  be  issued  at  same  place.    You  will  please  make 
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requisitions  upon  the  commissary  and  quartermaster  of  the  commission 
for  your  servant  and  cook's  provisions,  and  for  tents,  wagons,  mules, 
teamsters,  and  forage,  as  herein  specified. 

You  will  immediately  make  your  preparations  and  proceed  to  survey 
from  the  point  where  Mr.  Bull  terminated  with  the  viameter,  to  the  as- 
tronomical station  at  this  place.  From  thence  you  will  meike  a  due 
north  Une,  which  you  will  cause  to  be  measured  with  great  accuracy, 
by  a  well-tested  chain.  Upon  this  line  shall  be  conducted  a  system  of 
carefiil  levelling,  to  accompany  and  correct  the  chain  hr  any  errors  that 
may  arise  from  measuring  upon  inclined  planes. 

At  the  end  of  each  day's  work  will  be  driven  firm  stakes,  accurately 
centred  with  a  nail  at  the  top,  marked  with  the  distance  fi'om  the  last, 
and  also  from  the  astronomicsd  station  at  San  Elizario. 

The  distances  will  be  marked  to  all  prominent  points  upon  this  line, 
such  as  the  crossing  of  roads,  streams,  acequias,  the  summits  of  hills, 
banks,  and  other  points  suitable  for  triangulation.  At  intervals  of  two 
miles,  of&ets  perpendicular  to  this  liue  snail  be  made  and  prolonged 
upon  the  west  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  upon  the  other  side  to  the  bank 
which  bounds  the  valley.  Basing  their  work  upon  these  various  lines 
snd  triangulation  points,  the  topographers  will  proceed  to  sketch  the 
intermediate  country,  paying  particular  regard  to  the  villages  of  San 
Elizario,  Isleta,  and  Socorro.  In  this  jnanner  the  survey  having  been 
conducted  to  the  well  known  pass  between  the  mountains  above  El 
Paso,  you  will  please  report  to  me  for  fiirther  instructions. 
Very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c., 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
Lt.  U.  S.  Topographical  Engineen. 

J.  R.  Priolbau,  Esq., 

li^  Attistant  V.  o.  Boundary  CommiiBum. 


San  Elizario,  January  19,  1851. 

8m :  Having  been  informed  by  the  members  of  the  mechanics'  corps 
of  the  commission  that  you  charge  me  with  altering  their  pay,  after 
the  same  was  fixed  under  your  order  at  Indian  Point,  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  have  now  in  my  possession  the  original 
l>ook  from  which  you  copied  the  list ;  and  you  know  that  you  never 
have  mentioned  the  subject  of  pay  to  me  since  I  gave  you  the  list  at 
Indian  Point.  It  would  therefore  become  you  more,  as  commissioner 
of  the  United  States,  to  tell  these  men  at  once  that  the  expenses  of 
the  expedition  had  so  far  exceeded  your  estimate  that  it  became 
necessary  to  curtail  the  expenses,  and  that  in  accordance  with  the 
advice  ot  those  around  you,  you  had  cut  down  the  pay  of  the  mechanics, 
and  not  charge  me,  an  humble  member  of  the  commission,  with  the 
meanest  of  conduct — thai  of  deception  without  an  object. 

You  will  perceive  from  this  that  I  am  not  to  be  intimidated  by  threats — > 
promulgated,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  respectable  members  of  the 


^>^ 
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commission,  by  your  brother — ^that  if  they  did  not  sign  a  Jalse  pay-roll 
they  would  no  longer  be  considered  members  of  the  commission. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JONATHAN  CHAMBERLIN, 

Superintendent  of  the  Mechanics, 
John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq.,  El  Paso, 


Mexican  BotJNDARY  Cobimission', 

12  Paso  J  January  24,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  received  only  last  evening  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant, 
also  a  copy  of  your  letter  addressed  to  the  mechanics  attached  to  the 
boundary  commission  in  relation  to  their  pay.  In  this  you  say  that  the 
list  and  rates  of  pay  mentioned  "  is  copied  from  a  list"  which  "  I 
approved  at  Indian  Point''  (Indianola.)  If  you  have  any  such  with 
my  approval,  I  request  that  it  may  be  shown  to  the  mechanics  who 
are  interested,  that  they  may  know  who  has  deceived  them. 

Your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  referred  to,  is  couched  in  such  insult- 
ing language  that  I  should  disgrace  the  position  I  occupy  were  I  not 
to  notice  it  as  it  deserves.  I  have  therefore  to  inform  you  that  your 
connexion  with  the  boundary  commission  will  cease  witn  the  close  of 
the  present  month. 

Mr.  Murphy  will  settle  your  account  and  pay  upon  your  signing  the 
pay-rolL 

Yours  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Chambbrlin*  "^ 


Headquarters  U.  S.  and  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Pasoj  January  24,  1851. 

To  the  Mechanics  to  the  Boundary  Commission: 

GENTLEMEN :  I  havc  just  received  from  Mr.  J*  Chamberlin  a  letter, 
in  which  he  encloses  me  a  list  of  your  names  and  the  rate  of  your 

f^ay  as  fixed  by  him,  at  my  request,  while  the  commission  was  in 
ndianola,  Texas. 

This  list  is  so  totally  at  variance  with  that  given  me  from  his  book 
at  that  placet  that  justice  to  you,  as  well  as  to  myself,  demands  that  I 
should  state  the  following  facts,  which  are  supported  by  witnesses. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

■  .» 

When  the  boundaiy  commission  was  at  Indianola,  in  Texas,  I  re- 
quested Mr.  Chamberkn,  a  blacksmith,  who  had  had  the  superintendence 
of  the  construction  of  the  wagons  and  other  work  for  the  commission, 
to  fix  the  rate  of  pay  for  the  mechanics  attached  to  it.  I  supposed 
ihat  bis  judgment  would  enable  him  to  do  this  to  the  satisfaction  of  alL 
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He  prepared  a  list  as  requested,  called  at  my  quarters,  when  I  took 
down  from  bis  memorandum  book,  as  be  called  tbem  off,  tbe  names  of 
tbe  mecbanics,  tbei^several  trades,  and  tbe  pay  assigned  to  eacb.  Tbis 
list  I  sbowed  to  Colonel  McClellan,  who  pronounced  tbe  pay  too  laree. 
He  directed  Mr.  Cbamberlin  to  be  sent  for,  when  we  sat  aown  with  Uie 
list  before  us.  Colonel  McClellan  then  took  a  pencil  and  reduced  tbe 
sums  affixed  to  many ;  others  were  suffered  to  remain  as  they  were. 
I  then  reauested  Jfr.  Cbamberlin  to  notify  the  mecbanics  of  their^pay. 
He  said  he  woum,  with  other  remarks  I  do  not  remember.  I  then 
handed  tbe  list  to  Mr.  R.  C.  Murphy,  assistant  secretary  of  the  commis- 
sion, who  was  sitting  at  a  table  in  the  same  room,  and  requested  him 
to  make  a  copy,  which  he  did. 

I  now  have  in  my  possession  tbe  original  list  as  reduced  by  Colonel 
McClellan  in  bis  own  figures  f  also  tbe  copy  made  by  Mr.  Murphy  at 
the  time. 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

CommisMner. 


Copy  of  a  lift  of  the  mechanics  in  the  boundary  commisdon:  taken  by  J.  R. 
Bardett  from  J.  ChamberlinU  memorandum  book^  as  called  off  by  him  in 
Jndianola. 


Names. 


Tndct. 


la 


m 


k 

^-5 


William Bro«ln  ... 
8uniid  aMoe.... 

Thomas  Clain 

William  Ferguson  • 

G.W.  Millar 

Joseph  Hanrey .  •  •  • 

Jamea  Lynch 

R.M.Tuule 

JohnTenoant  ••••• 
C.W.  Litchfield... 

B.  F.  Burns 

T.  Brifjn 

Jamea  rowler 

James  E.  Owens  • . . 

J.  Shackleford 

WilUaro  Garrett.  ••• 
John  Fitzpatrick . .. 
James  H.  Luaby . .  • 
Geoij^e  McClellan . . 
Madiaon  Grassaway 

R.  B.  Smith 

Samuel  McPherson 

James  Roane 

Charles  Rainey.... 

Tidey  Carroll 

John  J.  Mankin .  •  •  • 
Thomas  Dillon  • .  •  • 


Wheelwright 
Carpenter . .  • 


to 

...do 

Blacksmith 
.••.do 


....do... 
Armorer 
Butcher . 
Tailor.. 
....do... 


,do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Harness-maker 

....do 

....do 

Shoemaker..  •• 
...do 


...do 

Stonecutter. 

...do 

....do 


fGOOO 
CO  00 
50  00 
60  00 
67  50 
50  00 
50  00 
60  00 
50  00 
60  00 
50  00 
50  00 
45  1)0 
45  00 
60  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  UO 
50  10 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
30  00 
30  00 


fSOOO 
50  00 
40  00 
40  00 
67  50 


40  00 
40  00 
40  00 
40  00 


40  00 
40  00 


40  00 
40  00 


30  00 
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I  certify  that  the  above  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  Est  made  by  me  id 
Indianola,  as  before  stated,  with  the  reauctions  as  made  by  Colonel 
McClellan  in  my  quarters  at  that  place.  That  9s  soon  as  the  Colonel 
made  the  changes,  I  handed  it  to  K.  C.  Murphy,  assistant  secretary,  to 
make  a  copy,  which  he  did.     This  copy  I  now  have  attested  by  him- 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT,  Cammisdoner. 


Statement  ofR.  C.  Murphy. 

Office  of  the  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Pasoj  January  25,  1861* 

I  was  present  when  a  consultation  was  being  held  at  Indianola, 
Texas,  in  the  commissioner's  room,  between  the  commissioner,  John 
R.  Bartlett,  and  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  McClellan.  About  what 
thev  were  engaged  I  did  not  know ;  but  I  noticed  that  both  were 
looking  over  a  paper  together.  After  Colonel  McClellan  left  the  room, 
what  I  believe  to  be  the  same  paper  was  handed  to  me  by  the  com- 
missioner, with  a  request  to  copy  it.  I  found  the  rate  of  pay  opposite 
to  many  of  the  names  changed  by  figures  in  pencil,  and  the  onginal 
figures  which  were  in  ink  cancelled.  The  copy  which  I  made  was 
according  to  the  changes  as  they  appeared  in  pencil,  which  list  is  now 
in  the  commissioner's  possession,  certified  by  me.  A  duplicate  I 
drew  off  and  gave  to  Mr.  Cofiee  at  San  Antonio,  and  which  is  now,  I 
believe,  among  the  papers  belonging  to  chief  of  astronomical  corps. 

I  do  not  remember  whether  Chamberlin  was  in  the  room  during  this 
consulUJttion  of  which  I  speak,  or  not.  The  list  purported  to  be  a  list 
of  mechanics  attached  to  the  Mexican  boundary  commission,  with  the 
pay  afiixed. 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 

R.  C.  MURPHY, 
A$mtant  Secretary  M.  B,  C. 


Statement  of  George  F.  Bartlett ^  Commismry  of  the  Commmon. 

El  Paso,  January  25,  1851^ 

I  remember  being  in  the  commissioner's  room  at  Indianola  at  the 
time  when  the  commissioner  and  Colonel  McClellan  were  discussing 
a  list  of  the  mechanics  attached  to  the  commission,  and  their  pay, 
which  I  understood  had  been  submitted  by  Mr.  Chamberlin.  I  heard 
the  Colonel  say  that  the  pay  was  too  high,  and  he  held  in  his  hand  a 
pencil,  with  which  he  was  marking  the  list  before  him. 

When  he  had  finished,  the  comniissioner  handed  it  to  R.  C.  Murphy 
to  copy.  I  cannot  say  whether  Mr.  Chamberlin  was  present  or  not. 
I  once  met  him  there,  and  tljink  it  was  on  this  occasion. 

GEORGE  F.  BARTLETT, 

Cofnmi$»ary  M*  B.  C. 
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Quaetermastsr's  Office,  U.  S*  and  M.  B.  C, 

SocorrOf  Texcuj  Janvary  29,  1851. 

Sm :  The  great  insecurity  in  which  I  deem  the  property  belonging 
tothe  United  States  and  Mexican  boundary  commission,  for  the  want 
of  persons  to  stand  guard  at  night,  compels  me  to  ask  of  you  such  aid 
as  will  give  the  public  property  in  my  hands  protection  from  being 
stolen.  I  would  suggest  that  ten  or  fifteen  Umted  States  tioops  be 
asked  for  from  Major  Van  Home,  at  £1  Paso,  to  be  stationed  here  du- 
ring the  stay  of  the  commission  at  this  place.  This  I  think  would 
give  ample  protection  to  the  mules,  wagons,  and  harness,  as  they 
would  only  be  required  to  do  guard  duty  during  the  night-time.  Al- 
ready some  slight  depredations  have  been  committed  on  the  public 
property  her^,  and  I  nave  every  reason  to  believe  that  plans  are  being 
prepared  to  take  many  of  the  best  mules  which  I  have,  by  stealth  and 
uielt,  and  I  thereiore  must  ask  for  prompt  assistance. 

I  am,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MYER.  ' 
Quartermaster  V.  S.  and  3f.  B.  C. 

John  R.  Baktlbtt,  Esq., 

United  States  Commissioner. 


t 


QuARTEBMASTEk's  DePARTMEVT,  n.  S.  AND  M.  B.  C, 

Socorro,  Texas,  January  30,  1S61. 

Sir  :  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  again  call  your  attention  to  the  situation 
of  afiairs  at  this  place,  that  the  Uves  of  members  of  the  commission 
and  the  public  property  may  receive,  if  possible,  some  protection  from 
the  military  auttiority  present. 

A  set  of  ruffians  are  banded  together  for  murderous  and  viUanous 
urposes,  are  parading  the  streets  of  the  village  with  arms  in  hand, 
ilimg  and  intimidating,  if  possible,  any  and  every  one  opposed  or 
supposed  to  be  opposed  to  their  vile  conduct 

Their  avowed  object  is  to  murdex  and  rob.  On  the  day  before 
yesterday  one  man  was  cut ;  on  yesterday  anotlier  was  killed,  and 
others  escaped  by  the  snapping  of  the  caps  upon  the  pistols  without 
being  discharged.  Last  nignt  a  murderous  assault  was  made  on  Mr. 
Clarke,  a  member  of  the  commission,  and  Charles  Gates,  formerly,  a 
teamster  in  the  employ.    Clarke's  life  may  be  despaired  oL  * 

In  all  these  incidents  the  victims  are  said  to  have  been  unarmed, 
and  the  attacks  made  were  most  desperate  and  cowardly  ones. 

A  note  was  addressed  to  Captain  W.  B.  Johns,  commanding  at  San 
£lizario,  requesting  immediate  assistance,which,however,  he  declined 
giving  in  most  strange  terms,  considering  his  position  and  calling  as 
an  American  officer,  knowing,  as  he  well  does  or  ought  to  know,  that 
the  only  official  thing  about  an  alcalde  of  a  small  village  where  there 
are  American  desperadoes  is  his  name.  That  such  is  the  position  of  So- 
corro is  well  known  to  even  the  person  of  a  week's  residence  in  the  place. 
.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  see  Major  Van  Home,  and  witn  your 
influence  and  a  cjeaf  statement  of  the  facts  try  and  ha;ve  placed  here, 
if  ibr  a  few  days  only,  a  Bmall  guard  of  meni  wluc\i,Nv\ih  me  'gxes»bXk&^ 
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of  the  six  or  seven  reliable  members  of  the  commission  here,  who 
would  be  ready  for  any  emergency,  will  be  sufficient  to  run  these  mur- 
derers off  or  bring  them  to  punishment,  and  at  the  same  time  be  able 
to  frustrate  the  evil  designs  which  I  am  satisfied  are  ready  to  be  car- 
ried into  execution  on  the  property  of  the  commission* 
The  absence  of  our  escort  is  truly  to  be  lamented. 
Requesting  your  immediate  attention,  1  remain,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MYER, 
Qvartenmuter  U*  S.  ami  M*  B.  C» 
Hon.  J.  R.  Bartlett, 

United  States  Qnnmissioner. 


Mexican  Bovndabt  CoBfMissioNy 

El  Pasoj  January  30,  1851. 

Sib:  I  have  just  received  your  favor  of  this  morning  by  express^ 
conveying  intelligence  of  the  alarming  state  of  things  at  Socorro,  im 
consequence  of  the  threats  of  a  band  of  desperadoes  there.  I  am 
grieved,  too,  to  learn  of  the  murderous  assault  made  by  one  of  this  gang 
on  Mr.  Clarke. 

On  receiving  it,  I  immediately  rode  up  to  the  post,  where  I  (bund 
your  letter  of  yesterday,  requesting  that  I  would  make  an  application 
to  Major  Van  Home  for  a  small  body  of  troops  to  be  sent  to  Socorro 
for  the  protection  of  the  lives  of  our  party  there,  and  of  ©or  propert)'. 
I  called  immediately  on  the  Major  j  exhibited  to  him  your  letters,  and 
made  a  written  request  for  assistance.  He  promptly  acceded  to  my 
request,  and  has  promised  to  send  a  file  of  soldiers  to  Socorro  to-m«)r- 
row.    It  win  be  well  to  have  a  strong  guard  posted  to-night* 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  R.  BARTLETT, 

Cammisnaner*. 
James  Myer,  Esq., 

Quaftermastei^  M.  B.  C 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

JK  Pasoy  January  30,  1S51* 

Sir:  I  have  just  received   information,  by  express  from  both  the 

Siartermaster  and  the  commissary  of  the  commission  at  Socorro,  that 
ere  is  a  gang  of  ruffians  there,  who  have  not  only  committed  two  mur- 
ders, but  threaten  the  lives  of  several  members  of  the  commission,  in-, 
eluding  my  own.  Yesterday  a  man  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Mayson  was 
killed  by  a  man  named  Young,  without  any  provocation;  and  last  night 
Mr.  Clarke,  assistant  quartermaster  of  the  commission,  was  stabbed  no 
less  than  ten  times  in  a  horrible  manner,  and  is  not  expected  to  live. 
A  third  was  wounded  slightly. 

Mr.  Quartermaster  Myer  writes  roe  that  "  these  ruffian^  are  banded 

tqgrether  for .  murderous  and  villanous  purposes ;   are   parading  the 

streets  of  the  village  with  arms  in  their  Viaud«)  killing  and  intimidating* 


S.  Doc.  119.  66 

if  possible,  any  person  supposed  to  be  opposed  to  their  vile  conduct. 
Their  avowed^  object  is  to  murder  and  rob." 

Mr.  Myer  also  informs  me  that  assistance  was  asked  of  Captain 
Johnst  commanding  officer  of  the  military  post  at  San  Elizario,  which 
was  declined. 

The  members  of  the  commission  at  Socorro  are  anxious  to  have  a 
small  guard  of  soldiers  theie  for  their  protection ;  and  the  commissary 
and  quartermaster  are  equally  so,  to  ffuard  the  public  property.  May 
1  therefore  claim  your  protection,  and  request  that  a  few  soldiers  be 
fient  to  Socorro  for  this  purpose,  and  at  the  same  time  aid  in  arresting 
the  ruffians  referred  to. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner* 
Brevet  Major  Van  Horne, 

Comaumding  at  El  Paso. 


Stilwbll,  Butler  County,  Ohio,  March  22,  1860. 

Sir  :  If  I  am  correctly  informed,  the  enqiosed  draft  for  $275  must 
pass  through  your  office  before  it  can  be  paid.  I  therefore  enclose  it 
to  you,  with  a  request  that  you  will  have  tne  kindness  to  afford  me  the 
means  of  realizing  the  sum  therein  named,  as  soon  as  your  conve- 
nience will  allow. 

If  it  cannot  be  paid  very  shortly,  I  would  thank  you  to  return  it  im- 
mediately« 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  WELLER. 

Hon.  T.  EwiNG, 

Secretary  Interior  Department^  Washington^  D.  €• 


[Enclofed  in  abore.] 

Dear  Sir  :  Would  it  be  proper  to  issue  a  requisition  in  favor  of  C. 
L.  Weller  upon  this  draft,  witnout  its  being  first  endorsed  by  him  ? 
Please  return  the  papers.  Yours, 

P.  D.  KING. 

Charles  Drennen,  Esq. 


April  1,  1850. 

Dear  Sir:  In  my  judgment,  and  without  any  doubt,  I  think  befort 
paying  the  enclosed  draft,  you  should  require  Charles  L.  Wcller*s  endorse- 
ment upon  the  back  of  it. 

Truly  yours, 

C.  DRENNEN. 
P.  D.  Kino,  Esq. 
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Washinotox  Citt,  D.  C,  September  22,  1860. 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  John  B.  Weller,  late  commissioner,  &c.,  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  certified  copy  of  the  journjd  of  the  joint 
commission  appointed  and  organized  to  run  and  mark  the  boundary 
line  between  tne  United  States  and  Mexico. 

This,  I  understand,  comprises  the  whole  of  said  journal  up  to  the 
time  Mr.  Weller  left  the  service. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  WELLER. 
Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  Department  t  present. 


Sax  Diego,  California,  July  6,  1849. 

The  commissioners  and  surveyors  to  run  and  mark  the  boundaiy 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  repubUc  of  Mexico, 
appointed  by  the  respective  governments,  under  the  fifth  article  of  the 
treaty,  dated  2d  February,  1848,  at  Guadalupe  Hidalgo— to  wit :  John 
B.  Weller,  commissioner,  and  Andrew  B.  Gray,  surveyor,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States ;  and*  Don  Pedro  Garcia  Condi,  commissioner, 
and  Jos6  Salaisar  Darequi,  surveyor,  on  the  part  of  Mexico— met  at 
the  office  of  Mr.  Weller,  at  the  port  of  San  Diego,  California,  on  this 
day,  the  6th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1849. 

After  a  reciprocal  examination  of  credentials,  and  the  respective 
parties  being  entirely  satisfied  therewith,  it  was  a^eed  that  the  joint 
commission  to  run  and  mark  the*  boundary  aforesaid  should  be  organ- 
ized at  once. 

H.  H.  Robinson  was  then  named  as  secretary,  and  D.  Gahagan  as 
translator  and  interpreter,  oa  the  part  of  the  United  States ;  F.  M. 
Cherero  as  secretary,  and  Philip  de  T.  Iturbide  as  translator  arid  in- 
terpreter, on  the  part  of  Mexico — the  two  latter  having  been  appointed 
by  the  supreme  government. 

It  was  agreed  between  the  respective  parties  that  any  explanations 
which  either  of  the  commissioners  may  desire  to  make,  in  regard  to 
the  failure  to  meet  within  the  period  prescribed  by  the  treaty,  shall  be 
entered  on  the  journal. 

The  joint  commission  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  same  place 
to-morrow,  at  11  o^clock  a.  m. 

PEDRO  GARCIA  CONDE, 
JOHN  B.  WELLER. 
Attest: 

H.  H.  Robinson, 

F.  M.  De  Cherero. 

Secretaries. 

Saturday,  July  7,  1849. 

The  joint  commission  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
In  explanation  of  the  causes  which  prevented  him  from  reaching 
San  Diego  at  the  time  specified  in  the  treaty,  Mr.  Weller  states  that 
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he  left  his  residence  in  Ohio  for  San  Diego,  CalifcuTiiay  on  the  12th  of 
February  last,  and  reached  the  city  of  Panama,  in  the  republic  of 
New  Grenada,  on  the  16th  of  March,  where  he  was  detained,  because 
of  his  inability  to  obtain  transportation  until  the  17th  of  May ;  that  he 
landed  at  the  port  of  San  Diego  on  the  first  day  of  June. 

Mr.  Gray  states  that  he  left  New  York  city  on  the  22d  February,  for  I 
San  Diego,  and  arrived  in  Panama,  New  Grenada,  on  the  1st  April, 
where  he  was  detained  for  want  of  transportation  until  the  17th  of 
May,  when  he  embarked  in  steamship  *•  Panama,"  with  the  commis- 
sioner, and  arrived  at  the  port  of  San  Diego  on  the  1st  day  of  June. 

Mr.  Cond£  states  that  he  left  Mexico,  with  the  rest  of  the  individuals 
composing  the  commission,  for  San  Diego,  on  the  18th  of  April  last) 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo, 
clothed  with  limited  instructions  from  his  government;  that  h6  tocdc 
with  him  orders  and  recommendations  to  secure  two  passages,  even  in 
case  that  the  regular  steamer  on  the  Pacific  line  (de  esta  Carera)  should 
arrive  full,  one  being  for  himself,  and  one  for  the  surveyor ;  that  he 
arrived  at  Tepic  and  San  Bias,  and  learning  from  the  United  States 
consul  that  the  steamer  would  not  touch  at  this  latter  port  on  her  then 
voyi^,  he  decided  to  embark  on  board  the  ship  **  Uaroline,"  under 
the  sure  impression  that  with  a  favorable  vo^tge  he  would  have  arrived 
at  his^estined  port  (San  Diego)  in  proper  season ;  but  being  subjected 
to  na|pral  accidents  seldom  known  in  the  navigation  of  the  Pacific 
coasts,  he  did  not  arrive  there  until  the  3d  of  (July)  the  present  month. 
That  he  makes  this  statement  that  it  may  be  placed  upon  the  journal 
of  the  joint  commission.  That  on  account  of  other  accidents  occurring 
to  the  American  commissioner,  that  delayed  him  likewise  beyond  the 
proper  time,  it  was  agreed  upon  between  the  parties  that  their  several 
statements  should  be  placed  upon  the  journal,  in  the  proceedings  of 
to-day. 

It  was  agreed,  and  so  ordered,  that  the  surveyors  should  report  a  plan 
to  ascertain  the  *'  southernmost  point  of  the  port  of  San  Diego,"  and  the 
initial  point  upon  the  Pacific,  and  also  the  mode  of  surveying  and 
marking  the  line  fi-om  thence  to  the  river  Gila,  where  it  unites  with  the 
Colorado. 

Acyoumed  to  meet  on  Monday,  9th  instant,  at  11  o*clock  a.  m. 

PEDRO  GARCIA  GONDE, 

JOHN  B.  WELLER. 

» 

Attest : 

H.  H.  Robinson, 
F.  M.  De  Cherero, 

Secretariei* 


Monday,  July  9,  1849. 

The  joint  commission  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  surveyors,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  ot  Saturday's 
meeting,  submitted  the  following  as  the  result  of  their  conference  : 

**  That  they  have  had  a  conference  on  the  subject  referred  to  them<^ 
and  have  agreed  that  both  or  either  of  the  paiue^^  iei^teae.Dixi\%  ^^os^ 
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govemmenf,  proceed,  whenever  ready,  to  make  the  surveys  for  defi- 
ning upon  the  ground  the  southernmost  point  of  the  port,  and  the  two 
extreme  points  of  the  straight  line  between  the  Pacific  and  the  junction 
of  the  rivers  Gila  and  Colorado,  where  the  middle  of  the  former  unites 
with  the  latter,  and  that  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  two  extreme 
points  (of  the  same  straight  line)  be  determined  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining the  azimuth  and  correct  course,  preparatory  to  its  oemarkation 
upon  the  ground. 

*<  That  each  of  the  aforesaid  parties  pursue  their  own  method  to  ar- 
rive at  the  required  result,  and  that  wnen  the  parties  have  mutually 
satisfied  themselves,  then  the  demarkation  of  these  points  (by  monu- 
ments or  otherwise,  as  may  be  agreed  upon)  take  place ;  and  that,  fix>m 
time  to  time,  as  the  work  progresses,  and  information  is  obtained  of  the 
country  through  which  any  portion  of  the  line  will  pass,  the  said  par- 
ties can  agree  as  to  the  plan  of  taking  the  topography  or  marking  the 
line." 

It  was  agreed  that  a  list  of  the  persons  connected  with  the  two  com- 
missions, in  their  several  capacities,  be  entered  upon  the  journal,  ex- 
clusive of  employes,  servants,  &c. 

Persons  attached  to  the  United  States  commission. — John  B.  Weller, 
United  States  commissions ;  Hiram  H.  Robinsons-secretary  of  ditto ; 

E.  Kirby  Chamberlin,  physician  and  surgeon ;  D.  Gahagan,  traiylator 
and  interpreter;  O.  S.  Witherby,  quartermaster  and  commissarj;  C. 
L.  Weller,  clerk  and  disburser. 

Persons  attached  to  surveyor's  party. — Andrew  B.  Gray,  United  States 
surveyor ;  Charles  J.  Whiting,  principal  assistant ;  Henry  Clayton, 
draughtsman,  first  assistant ;  J.  H.  Forster,  first  sub-assistant ;  George 

F.  Hooper,  sub-assistant ;  Frederick  Emory,  ditto  ;  William  A.  Tay- 
lor, ditto ;  Joseph  Kaufman,  ditto,  and  clerk. 

Persons  attached  to  astronomical  party. — ^Major  W.  H.  Emory,  U.  S.  A., 
chief  astronomer ;  Captain  E.  L.  F.  Hardcastle,  U.  S.  A.,  assistant  as- 
tronomer ;  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  U.  S.  A.,  ditto ;  James  Nooney, 
principal  computer ;  Charles  C.  Pariy,  assistant  ditto ;  G.  C.  Gardner, 
junior  ditto  ;  Ed.  Ingraham,  ditto. 

Persons  attached  to  Mexican  commisiion. — Greneral  Pedro  Garcia  Cond^, 
commissioner ;  Jos6  Salazar  Ilarequi,  surgeon  and  mineralogist ;  Fran- 
cisco Jiminez,  first  engineer ;  Francisco  M.  de  Cherero,  ditto  and  secre- 
tary; Augustin  G.  Conde,  second  engineer;  Ricardo  Raminez,  zoolo- 
gist and  botanist ;  Phihp  de  T.  Iturbide,  translator  and  interpreter. 

PEDRO  GARCIA  CONDE, 
Attest:  JOHN  B.  WELLER. 

H.  H.  Robinson, 

F.  M.  De  Cherero, 

Secretaries. 


Monday,  October  8,  1849. 

The  joint  commissipn<met  near  the  southemroost  point  of  the  ^port  of 

San  Diego,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  initial  point  in  the  bound- 

arjr  on  the  PaciBc  ocean ;  and,  after  examining  the  surveys  made  by 
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the  surveyors,  and  hearing  their  explanations  thereof,  adjourned,  by 
agreement,  to  meet  near  the  same  place  on  Wednesday,  the  10th  in* 
stant,  at  12  m. 

PEDRO  GARCIA  CONDE, 
Attest:  JOHN  B.  WELLER, 

H.  H.  Robinson, 
F.  M.  Db  Chereso, 

SecreiUmes. 


Wednesday,  October  10,  1849. 

The  joint  commission — ^to  wit :  John  B.  Weller  and  Andrew  B,  Gray, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States ;  Pedro  Garcia  Cond0  and  Jos6  Sala- 
zar  Rarequi,  on  the  part  of  the  republic  of  Mexico— met,  and,  after  a. 
careful  examination  of  the  ^und  and  the  surveys  made  by  the  re- 
spective parties,  the  initial  pomt  in  the  boundary  was  finally  fixed  and 
determined.  A  written  statement  in  both  languages,  (EngHsh  and 
Spanish,)  being  the  solemn  declaration  of  the  representatives  of  the  two 
governments  that  this  was  the  point  fixed  and  settled,  was  placed  in 
a  bottle  hermetically  sealed  ana  deposited  in  the  ground,  upon  which 
a  temporary  monument  to  mark  the  spot  was  placed,  in  the  presence 
of  many  witnesses ;  which  declaration,  subscribed  by  the  commission- 
ers and,  surveyors  in  the  presence  of  two  witnesses,  was  as  follows : 

**  Be  it  remembered  that,  on  the  10th  day  of  October,  A.  D,  1849, 
the  undersigned,  commissioners  and  surveyors,  duly  appointed  and 
commissioned  by  their  respective  governments,  being  satisfied  with  the 
results  of  the  surveys  made,  did  agree  that  the  demarkation  of  boundary 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  repubUc  shall  commence 
at  this  point ;  all  in  conformity  with  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  signed 
at  the  city  of  Guadidupe  Hidalgo,  on  the  2d  of  FebruaiTj  1848,  the 
ratifications  of  which  were  exchanged  on  the  30th  day  of  May,  1848, 
at  Qu^retaro,  by  the  respective  representatives  of  each  government. 
This  point,  according  to  the  article  referred  to,  is  situated  on  the  Pa- 
cific coast,  *one  marine. league  due  south  of  the  southernmost  point  of 
the  port  of  San  Diego,' the  geographical  position  of  which  shall  be  en- 
tered upon  the  journal  of  the  joint  commission." 

The  initial  point  of  the  boundary  thus  solemnly  agreed  upon  is  in 
north  latitude  32^  31'  69".68,  and  the  longitude  thereof  7  h.  48  min. 
21  1  west  of  Greenwich,  as  determined  by  Major  William  H.  Emory, 
chief  astronomer,  &c.,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  Jose  Sal- 
azar  Ilarequi  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  being  'one  marine  league  due 
south  of  the  southernmost  point  of  the  port  of  San  Diego,'  according 
to  the  survey  of  said  port  made  by  Don  Juan  Pantoja,  in  the  year  1782. 
The  character  of  the  monument,  and  the  inscription  to  be  placed  there* 
on,  to  be  agreed  upon  hereafter. 

PEDRO  GARCIA  CONDE, 
JOHN  B.  WELLER. 
Attest: 

H.  H.  Robinson, 

F.  M.  De  Cherero, 

JSecretaries. 
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Monday,  January  2d,  1850. 

This  day,  to  wit,  on  the  28th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty,  the  members  of  the  joint  commission,  or- 
ganized to  run  and  mark  die  boundaries  between  the  United  States  and 
the  repubhc  of  Mexico— to  wit,  John  B.  Weller,  A.  B.  Gray,  and  Pedro 
Garcia  Cond^ — met  in  San  Diego.  H.  H.  Robinson  having  resigned 
his  position  as  secretary  to  the  commission,  Richard  Rust  was  appointed 
secretaiy  pro  tempore  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

An  examination  was  made  into  the  proceedings  of  the  respective 
commissions,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  agreement  made  on  the  9th 
July  in  the  past,  year;  the  initial  point  on  the  Pacific  ocean  having 
been  previously  settled,  as  will  appear  on  the  journal,  under  date  lOtn 
October,  A.  D.  1849. 

The  data  obtained  by  each  party  at  the  junction  of  the  rivers  Gila 
and  Colorado  was  then  submitted  to  the  meeting. 

After  a  careful  examination  it  was  found  that  the  parties  had  taken, 
as  the  point  of  departure  for  the  line  which  terminates  at  the  initial 
point  on  the  Pacific,  the  nearest  and  most  practicable  spot  of  land  in 
that  direction,  at  a  distance  of  327  metres  from  and  having  the  same 
azimuth  as  the  exact  point,  to  wit,  "the  middle  of  the  river  Gila,  where 
it  unites  with  the  Colorado."  This  point  could  not,  of  course,  be  fixed 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Colorado,  because  that  river,  after  its  junction 
with  the  Gila,  flows  nearly  in  a  northwest  direction;  thus  the  dividing 
line  between  the  territories  of  the  respective  governments,  drawn  in 
exact  compliance  with  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty,  does  not  strike  the 
Colorado  until  some  miles  from  the  junction  of  the  two  rivers. 

It  was  then  agreed  that  the  geographical  position  of  the  precise  point 
which  is  designated  in  the  treaty  as  "the  middle  of  the  Gila,  where  it 
unites  with  the  Colorado,"  is  that  of  north  latitude  32^  43'  32",  and  7 
hours  38  minutes  west  of  Greenwich  meridian ;  that  the  geographical 

Eosition  of  the  point  of  land  selected  fi-om  which  the  azimuth  of  the 
ne  takes  its  departure,  is  32^  43'  31".  68  north  latitude,  and  in  longi- 
tude 7  h.  38  min.  12  sec.  27  west  of  the  meridian  of  Greenwich. 

The  results  of  the  calculations  made  by  the  respective  parties  for  the 
determination  of  the  azimuth,  or  inclination  of  the  line  starting  fi-om  the 
initial  point  on  the  Pacific,  and  which  terminates  at  the  point  alluded 
,to  and  marked  near  the  junction  of  the  rivers  Gila  and  Colorado,  were 
examined,  and  the  azimuth  am-eed  upon. 

This  will  remain  fixed  and-clefinite,  and  will  resolve  arty  difficulty, 
if,  through  any  unforeseen  cause,  the  mounds  and  monuments  between 
the  two  extremes  of  the  line  should  be  moved  or  displaced. 

It  was  further  agreed  that  the  line  is  now  fixed  and  determined,  and 
all  that  is  now  necessary  to  the  full  and  entire  completion  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  boundary  line  between  the  territories  of  the  respective  gov- 
ernments, extending  from  the  Pacific  ocean  to  the  mouth  of  the  Gila 
river,  in  conformity  with  the  treaty  of  peace  and  limits  concluded  at 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  and  exchanged  at  Santiago  Queretaro,  Mexico,  on 
the  30th  May,  A.  D.  1848,  is  to  place  suitable  monuments  at  the  two 
extremes  of  the  line,  and  such  intermediate  monuments  as  may  be 
agreed  upon. 
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A  convention  then  took  place  between  the  commissioners,  which,  by 
agreement,  was  entered  upon  the  journal,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

The  commissioner  on  tne  part  of  Mexico  said,  "that  the  dividing 
line  is  unquestionably  in  conformity  with  the  tenor  of  the  6th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  peace ;  but  that,  according  to  the  exposition  published  by 
the  commissioners  of  the  nation  to  the  supreme  government,  which  ac- 
companies the  treaty  referred  to,  the  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  offered  to  cede  nearly  three  leagues  of  land  on  the  coast 
of  the  Pacific,  the  azimuth  commencing  at  the  Kancheria  de  los  Choyes, 
which  is  to  be  found  in  the  middle  of  the  bay  of  San  Diego,  provided 
that  a  small  portion  of  the  territory  situated  on  the  right  oank  of  the 
river  Coloraao,  immediately  below  its  junction  with  the  Gila,  which 
was  to  be  left  to  us,  should  be  ceded  to  him;  and  as  the  unforeseen 
circumstance,  of  which  mention  has  been  made  in  this  journal,  has 
caused  a  space  of  territory  of  still  greater  interest  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  river  Cfolorado,  between  the  Colorado  and  the  Gila,  to  remain  as  a 
portion  of  the  United  States,  he  declares  that  his  desire  in  this  matter 
IS  not  to  make  use  of  the  right  •  without  appeal,'  which  is  conferred 
upon  the  commissi9ners  in  wnatever  they  may  do  with  respect  to  the 
determination  of  the  line;  because,  that,  if  on  the  one  hand  it  is  drawn 
in  conformity  with  the  tenor  of  the  $th  article  of  the  treaty  referred  to, 
on  die  other  it  does  not  affree  with  the  spirit  of  those  who,  with  compe- 
tent  powers,  concluded  tnem.  Consequendy,  that  in  this  matter  ie 
leaves  to  his  government  the  right  to  decide  on  the  subject  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  government  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Weller,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  said,  in  reply,  "that 
he  regretted  very  much  his  inability  to  accede  to  the  proposition  of  the 
Mexican  commissioner.  Ifnany  doubts  existed  in  his  own  mind  as  to 
the  proper  course  to  be  pursued,  he  would  cheerfully  leave  the  question 
to  the  decision  of  the  respective  governments.  But  the  5th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  peace  provides  for  the  organization  of  a  joint  commission, 
to  run  and  mark  the  boundaries  between  the  two  governments,  and  the 
result  agreed  upon  by  them  is  to  be  considered  a  part  of  the  treaty 
itself,  and  to  have  the  same  force  as  if  it  were  inserted  therein.  It  is 
expected  that  toe  will  execute  this  duty  and  settle  the  question  forever." 

Mr.  Weller  said,  "it  was  quite  probable  that  the  ministers  who  ne- 
gotiated that  treaty  did  not  possess  an  exact  knowledge  of  the  country 
through  which  the  line  was  to  pass,  as  the  maps  in  general  use  were 
certainly  very  inaccurate.  This  want  of  correct  information,  he  appre- , 
bended,  had  already  operated  injuriously  upon  the  interests  of  his  gov- 
ernment. For  instance :  the  first  paragraph  in  the  5th  article  of  the 
treaty,  after  defining  the  boundary  from  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Gila,  says,  *  thence  across  the  Rio  Colorado,  fol- 
lowing the  division  line  between  Upper  and  Lower  California  to  the 
Pacific  ocean.'  In  the  second  paragraph,  however,  it  is  provided  that, 
*in  order  to  preclude  all  difl5culty  in  tracing  upon  the  ground  the  limit 
separating  Upper  from  Lower  California,  it  is  agreed  that  the  said  limit 
shall  consist  of  a  straight  line  drawn  from  the  middle  of  the  Gila,  where 
it  unites  with  the  Colorado,  to  a  point  on  the  coast  of  the  Pacific  ocean 
distant  one  marine  league  due  south  of  the  southernmost  point  of  the 
port  of  San  Diego,  &c.'    It  was  generally  supipoaed  xioax  ^iDfe\j\iXfc\ 


.  e 


62  S.  Dotf.  119. 

States,  by  this  treaty,  had  acquired  the  whole  of  what  was  known  as 
Upper  California.  From  the  language  employed,  such  was  probably 
the  intetuion  of  the  negotiators;  but,"  said  Mr.  Weller,  "it  is  notorious 
that  the  line  between  Upper  and  Lower  California  runs  several  miles 
south  of  the  line  we  have  fixed  as  the  boundary  between  our  respective 
territories,  and  as  this  line  is  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  miles 
in  length,  the  United  States  loses  a  considerable  amount  of  land.  The 
land  called  for  in  the  first  paragraph  would  have  struck  the  Colorado 
at  a  point  below  the  lower  crossing,  thus  including  both  forda  within 
our  limits* 

"It  is  also,**  said  Mr.  Weller,  "probable,  from  the  inaccuracies  of 
the  maps  then  extant,  that  the  negotiators  supposed  that  the  line,  after 
leaving  the  mouth  of  the  Gila,  would  at  once  cross  the  Colorado  and 
thus  leave  the  territory  on  the  left  bank  upon  the  Mexican  side.  He 
had,  however,  no  other  rule  to  guide  him  in  the  decision  of  these 
questions,  but  the  plain  unequivocd  language  of  the  treaty  itself.  This 
requires  a  straight  line  from  the  mouth  of  the  Gila  to  the  Pacific  ocean, 
and  none  other  could,  of  course,  meet  his  approbation.  The  joint  com- 
mission is  invested  with  full  power  to  decide  definitively,  and  he  was 
unwilling  to  leave  the  question  open  to  future  negotiation.  If,  in  the 
exercise  of  our  powers  under  the  treaty,  injustice  is  done  to  either 
party,  he  had  no  doubt,  fix>m  the  high  sense  of  honor  which  character- 
ised both  nations,  that  ample  reparation  would  be  made." 

The  commission  then  aojournedi  to  meet  Tuesday,  29th  January,  at 
same  place. 


Attest: 

F.  M.  Db  Cherero,  Secretary* 
R.  Rust,  Secretary  pro  tern* 


JOHN  B.  WELLER, 
PEDRO  GARCIA  CONDE. 


Tuesday,  January  29,  1850. 

Joint  commission  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

After  a  fall  and  free  mterchange  of  opinions,  it  was  decided  that 
monuments  should  be  erected  at  the  following  places,  to  wit: 

One  at  the  initial  point  on  the  Pacific ; 

One  on  the  spot  of  land  agreed  upon  near  the  mouth  of  the  Gila  river ; 

One  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Colorado,  where  the  line  crosses  that 
river; 

One  upon  the  desert,  as  near  as  practicable  where  the  line  crosses 
New  river; 

And  three  other  monuments  at  such  points  on  the  intervening  moun- 
tains as  may  be  most  visible  and  of  greatest  interest. 

As  a  very  large  portion  of  the  territory  on  both  sides  of  the  line,  for 
many  miles  between  the  Pacific  and  Colorado,  is  barren  and  never  can 
be  cultivated  by  either  par^,  this  demarkation  of  the  line  is  considered 
amply  sufiSicient. 

The  two  surveyors  of  the  commission  Shall  proceed,  at  as  early  a  day 
as  practicable,  to  fix  and  determine  the  precise  points  on  the  Une  where 
ibe  iflte/mediate  monuments  shall  be  erectedi  and  they  shall  remain  on 
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this  side  of  the  line  untH  it  is  accomplished.    A  rep6rt  of  the  proceedings 
herein  to  be  submitted  to  the  commission  and  entered  upon  the  journal. 

It  was  further  agreed  that  two  engineers,  one  from  each  party,  should 
be  appointed  to  see  that  the  monuments  which  have  been  determined  as 
necessary  to  mark  the  line,  whenever  constructed,  are  placed  upon  the 
exact  line  and  at  the  points  fixed  upon  by  the  commission.  They  will 
also  see  that  the  monuments  are  constructed  in  conformity  with  the 
orders  which  may  be  given  them.  A  minute  report  of  their  operations 
in  this  behalf  to  be  submitted  to  the  joint  commission  and  mscribed 
upon  the  journal.  The  commission  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  same 
time  and  place  to-morrow. 

JOHN  B.  WELLER, 

17.  iS.  Commisnoner. 
P.  GARCIA  CONDE. 

F.  M.  De  Cherero,  Secretary. 

R.  RusTt  Secretary  pro  tern. 

Wednesday,  January  30,  I860. 

Joint  commission  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
It  was  agreed  that  the  monuments  placed  on  the  Une  to  mark  the 
boundaries  between  the  territories  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico, 
extending  from  the  Pacific  ocean  to  the  mouth  of  the  Gila  river,  should 
be  constructed  as  follows,  to  wit: 

The  monument  at  the  initial  point  on  the  Pacific  ocean  to  be  of 
white  marble ;  the  block  or  die  three  feet  square ;  the  pyramid  or 
obelisk  nine  feet,  or  thereabouts.  On  the  side  fronting  the  Pacific,  the 
following  inscription  shall  be  placed,  to  wit : 

*<  Initial  point  of  boundary  oetween  the  United  States  and  Mexico, 
established  by  the  joint  commission,  10th  October,  A.  D.  1849,  agreeably 
to  the  treaty  dated  at  the  city  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  February  2,  A.  D« 
1848. 

"JOHN  B.  WELLER, 

"(7.  S.  Commissioner* 
"ANDREW  B.  GRAY, 

"  U.  5.  Surveyor:^ 

On  the  same  side  the  same  inscription  in  Spanish,  substituting  the 
names  of — 

"PEDRO  GARCIA  CONDE, 

**Mexican  Commissioner* 
"JOSE  SALAZAR  ILAREQUI, 

^^Mexican  Surveyor^* 

On  the  north  side,  or  the  side  fix)nting  the  territory  of  the  United 
States — 

"United  States  of  America." 

[An  arrow  horizontally  cut  over  it,  with] 

"Direction  of  the  line." 

On  the  south  side,  or  the  side  fix)nting  the  territory  of  Mexico— 

"RepubUca  Mexicana." 

[An  arrow,  and  the  words:] 

"Diricion  de  la  lineaJ^ 
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On  the  east  side,  or  the  side  fronting  the  line,  the  geographical  posi- 
tion cut  in  bas-relief^ — 

"North  latitude  32^  31'  69".68; 
Longitude  7  h.  48  min.  21  s.  1  west  of  Greenwich  ; 
as  determined  by  Major  Wm.  H.  Emory  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  Josi  Salazar  Uarequi  on  the  part  of  Mexico*** 

The  monument  to  be  placed  on  a  mound  or  elevation  of  five  feet, 
and  its  height  above  the  surface  of  the  earth  about  fourteen  feet*  The  cost 
of  which,  when  constructed,  shall  not  exceed  fifteen  hundred  dollars* 

The  monument  at  the  point  agreed  upon,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Gila  river,  to  be  of  the  same  material,  although  smaller  in. dimensions. 
The  cost  of  which  shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars,  at  the  point 
where  made*  It  shall  contain  the  same  inscription,  with  the  exception 
of  the  latitude  and  longitude,  &c*,  which  shall  be  as  follows: 

"North  latitude  32^  43'  31".68 ; 
Longitude  7  h.  38  min*  12  sec*  27  west  of  Greenwich ; 
Distance  from  the  middle  of  the  Gila,  where  it  unites  with  the  Colo- 
rado, 327  metres,  as  determined  by  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  on  the 
£art  of  the  United  States,  and  Josi  Salazar  Uarequi  on  the  part  of 
[exico." 

The  monument  to  be  placed  at  least  ten  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
earth. 

The  other  five  monuments  to  be  of  cast-iron,  with  similar  inscrip- 
tions, omitting  latitude  and  longitude  and  names  of  astronomers,  and 
shall  not  exceed  400  pounds  in  weight — all  of  which  monuments  are 
to  be  constructed  under  the  direction  of  the  two  engineers  agreed  upon, 
in  conformity  with  the  plans  or  drawings  signed  by  the  commissions^, 
and  dated  30th  January,  A.  D.  1850*  There  shall  be  deposited  in  the 
monument  at  the  Pacific,  and  the  one  near  the  mouth  of  the  Gila,  the 
names  on  parchment  of  the  members  of  the  Joint  commission,  as  foimd 
recorded  on  the  journal  of  the  9th  of  July  last* 

All  the  expenses  of  constructing  the  monuments  and  transporting 
them  to  the  line,  and  placing  them  at  the  points  designated,  (except 
the  compensation  of  the  engineers,)  to  be  equally  divided  between  toe 
two  governments. 

Captain  £•  L.  F*  Hardcastle  was  then  named  by  the  American  com- 
missioner, and  Francisco  Jiminez  by  the  Mexican  commissioner,  as  the 
engineers  to  take  charge  of  this  portion  of  the  work,  and  execute  the 
duties  specified  in  the  journal  of  the  29th  January  present. 

If,  from  any  cause,  either  of  the  engineers  thus  appointed  should  be 
unable  to  attend  to  the  duties  enjoined  upon  him,  the  party  originally 
appointing  him,  or  his  successor,  shall  designate  some  other  person  to 
serve. 

And  then  the  commission  adjourned. 

JOHN  B*  WELLER, 

V.  S*  Commissioner. 
P*  GARCIA  CONDE. 

F.  M.  De  Cherero,  Secretary. 
R.  Rust,  Secretary  jrro  tern. 
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Friday,  February  16,  1850. 

Joint  commission  met  pursuant  to  adjournment* 

The  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  not  being  prepared 
to  send  out  the  surveyor  to  determine  the  three  intermediate  points  at 
which  monuments  are  to  be  placed,  at  as  early  a  day  as  desired  by  the 
Mexican  commissioner^  and  the  presence  of  the  surveyor  at  El  Paso 
at  the  time  tixed  being  necessary,  it  is  agreed  that  that  portion  of  the 
journal  which  refers  to  the  subject  be  so  far  modified  that  one  of  the 
intermediate  monuments  shall  be  placed  on  the  line  at  or  near  where  it 
crosses  the  main  road  leading  from  San  Diego  to  Lower  California; 
and  as  Major  Emory,  chief  astronomer  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
has  marked  on  the  face  of  the  earth  the  azimuth  of  the  line  at  this 
extreme,  it  is  agreed  that  he,  in  conjunction  with  Jose  Salazar  Ilarequi, 
astronomer  and  surveyor  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  shall  proceed  at  once 
to  designate  the  precise  point  where  said  monument  shall  be  placedj 
and  that  the  other  two  intermediate  monuments  shall  be  placea 
between  that  and  the  desert,  on  the  line,  at  such  points  as  the  two 
engineers  appointed  by  the  commission  may  agree  upon  when  they 
come  to  erect  the  monuments. 

It  was  determined,  as  nothing  remains  to  be  done  on  this  side  of  the 
line  except  that  which  has  already  been  provided  for,  and  as  it  is  im- 
practicable in  the  present  condition  of  California  to  advance  from  thisv 
direction  beyond  the  mouth  of  the  Gila  and  towards  the  frontiers  of 
New  Mexico,  that  the  commission  should  adjourn  to  meet  at  El  Paso, 
in  the  State  of  Chihuahua,  on  the  first  Monday  of  November  next. 

.  If  in  any  event  (which  is  not  to  be  expected)  either  of  the  comrais-- 
sions  should  fail  to  meet  at  the  time  and  place  agreed  upon,  the  one* 
present  may  commence  its  operations  and  push  them  forward  as  far  as. 
practicable,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  examination  and  revision  of  the 
other  party. 

The  joint  commission  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  time  and  place- 
designated. 

JOHN  B.  WELLER,  U.  S.  C. 
P.  GARCIA  CONUE,  M.  G. 

F.  M.  De  Cherero,  Secretary. 

R.  Rust,  Secretary  pro  tern. 

It  is  hereby  certified,  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  c«py  of  the  jbumali 
of  the  boundary  commission. 

JOHN  B.  WELLER, 

Late  Gammisaioneri, 
San  Francisco,  Ju/y  13,  1850, 


Hamilton,  Buti.br  County,  Ohio, 

January  13,  1851. 

Sir:  I  am  informed  by  Major  W.  H.  Emory,  late  acting  boundarjr 
commissioner,  that  my  account  against  the  boundary  commissipn  was 
approved  by  him  and  reported  to  ycHir  depastment*    l^QkVi\^^\^>ii 
6 
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be  mformed  whether. there  is  anything — and  if  so,  what — to  hinder  my 
receiving  the  amount  at  this  place  at  an. early  day.     Please  answer. 
I  have  the  honor  to.be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  WELtLER. 
Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Washingtanf  D.  C. 


Hamilton,  Butler  County,  Ohio, 

January  23,  lS5t. 

Sir:  Yours  of  18th  instant^  in  answer  to  mine  of  13th,  is  received. 
You  are  in  error  in.  supposing  that  one  of  my  letters  of  said  date  was 
in  relation  to  the  $72  matter,  a  draft  for  which  I  have  just  received. 
,That  was  only  in  correction  of  an  error  in  my  brother's  account,  whilst 
my  letter  pertained  to  my  own  account.  Just  before  leaving  California 
I  sent  from  San  Francisco  to  Major  Emory,  at  San  Diego,  my  account 
and  accompanying  vouchers  for  his  examination.  I  have  since  learned 
from  him  that  he  approved  the  same,  and  made  a  report  thereof  to 
your  department.  If  this  be  the  situation  of  the  matter,  I  can  see 
nothing  to  prevent  my  receiving  the  amount*  If  I  recollect  right,  the 
balance  due  me  is  $1,121  18. 

Please  inform  me  if  anything  is  in  the  way  to  prevent  my  receiving 
this  soon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  WELLER. 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


[Elnclosed  in  foregoing.] 

January  21,  1851. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  13th  has  been  received.  Captain  Hard- 
•castle  is  at  San  Diego.  If  you  will  write  to  him  at  that  place  stopping 
the  payment  of  your  account  and  Mr.  Kinder's,  and  send  them  to  me, 
with  Captain  Hardcasde's  letter  stating  that  he  has  done  so,  I  can  then 
cause  them  to  be  paid  at  this  place. 

'  You  will  perceive,  that  until  this  is  done  I  can  take  no  step  in  the 
matter,  as  the  accounts  have  already  been  approved  by  me  at  San 
Diego,  and  orders  given  to  Captain  H.  to  pay  them  at  that  place. 

The  accounts  were  presented  by  Judge  Whittlesey,  who,  no  doubt, 
has  them  now,  if  they  have  not  already  been  paid  by  Captahi  Hard- 
castle. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORY. 
Mr.  C.  L-  Weller. 
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Hamilton,  Butler  County,  Ohio, 

September  13,  1851. 

Sir:  Since  writing  to  you  on  the  21st  ultimo  and  11th  instant  re- 
garding my  claim  against  the  United  States,  I  have  received  my 
vouchers,  &c.,  from  Cahfomia,  with  the  information  that  Captain  Harcf- 
castle  bad  no  funds  provided  him  with  which  to  pay  this  claim,  and 
that  he  has  returned  to  Washington. 

I  therefore  enclose  you  all  the  papers  in  the  case,  with  the  hope  that 
it  may  be  convenient  tor  the  department  to  act  upon  the  matter  at  cmce. 
I  would  be  pleased  to  have  tne  amount  remitted  me  at  this  place  as 
soon  as  convenient. 

Please  acknowledge  receipt  hereof. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  WELLER. 

P.  S. — My  receipt  on  back  of  account  was  placed  there  expecting  it 
to  be  paid  to  my  agent  in  California. 


House  of  Re  present  athtes, 

Columbus^  Ohio,  January  7,  1852. 

Sir:  Two  or  three  months  ago  I  had  the  honor  of  transmitting  to 
you  for  settlement  my  account  against  the  United  States  for  services 
m  the  Mexican  boundary  commission.  When  at  Washington,  the  week 
previous  to  the  convening  of  Congress,  I  found  said  account  referred 
oy  you  to  the  Fifth  Auditor,  which  officer,  it  was  told  me,  required 
your  endorsement  of  approval  as  a  necessary  preliminary  to  its  being 
audited,  it  being  a  contmgent  account.  For  that  puipose,  I  sought  to 
be  admitted  to  an  interview  with  you,  but  was  informed  that  you  was 
so  busily  engaged  upon  your  annual  report  that  I  could  not  see  you. 
I  left  the  account  in  the  hands  of  one  of  your  clerks,  (Mr.  Whiting,)  to 
be  presented  again  to  you,  with  a  request  that  you  would  make  the 
necessary  endorsement. 

I  desire  now  to  call  your  attention  to  the  justice  of  an  early  settle- 
ment of  this  account,  If  it  has  not  already  been  done,  of  which  I  have  had 
no  information.  I  have  been  deprived  of  the  amount  of  this  account 
for  a  long  period,  and  I  can  conceive  of  no  good  reason  why  I  should 
not  have  it  audited  and  paid  me  soon.  The  account  was  critically 
examined  by  the  acting  commissioner,  and  lias  his  approval  endorsed 
upon  it.  With  your  simple  endorsement  of  "  approved  "  upon  it,  I  will 
be  enabled  to  enjoy  its  balance,  my  just  dues.  Be  pleased  to  give  it 
your  early  attention. 

At  the  same  time  I  transmitted  you  the  above,  I  also  made  an  appli- 
cation, as  attorney  for  John  B.  Weller,  for  an  additional  allowance  to 
him  for  commutation  of  personal  expenses.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
other  officers  of  that  commission  have  received  a  larger  sum  on  this 
account  than  the  commissioner,  who  was  necessarily  subjected  to  greater 
expenditures,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  require  but  little  time  and 
deUberation  to  discover  the  justice  of  an  early  aWoNvaace  o^  xiaa  O^saissi* 
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Will  you  favor  me  with  some  information  regarding  both  these  matfeff 
al  as  early  a  day  as  your  convenience  will  allow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  WELLER. 
Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart. 


Washington,  D.  C,  Ja^iuirif  9,  18S0. 

Sir  :  In  my  communication  of  Saturday,  I  omitted  to  suggest,  that 
after  Major  Emory  shall  have  organized  the  corps  of  surveyors,  assist' 
ants,  and  men  to  proceed  with  the  survey  fk)m  the  mouth  of  the  Gila 
river,  he  should  be  required  to  furnish  your  department  with  a  list  of 
their  names,  their  occupation,  and  their  pay,  respectively.  Having  thi* 
list,  the  department  and  commissioner  will  be  enablea  to  refill  place* 
from  which  persons  may  be  removed  who  may  not  be  deemed  proper 
persons  for  tne  survey. 

It  is  suggested  in  the  paper  I  handed  you  several  days  ago,  that  for 
economy  of  transportation  and  support  of  animals,  (which  will  be  the 
greatest  difficulties  in  the  survey,)  as  well  as  for  despatch,  it  would  be 
well  to  have  several  iron  or  copper  boats,  (copper  is  preferable.)  These 
boats  can  be  constructed  at  New  York,  in  such  manner  that,  after  we  have 
raached  the  head  of  the  Gila  river,  we  can  mount  them  on  truck-wheels 
and  use  them  on  the  land  line  to  the  Rio  Grande.  For  this  service  we 
would  require  a  sailor  to  each  boat,  (the  rest  of  the  boatmen  could  be 
soldiers,)  and  to  avoid  the  expenses  of  transportation,  could  be  obtained 
from  our  vessels  of  war  on  the  Pacific,  under  an  order  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy.  Lieutenant  Beale,  of  the  navy,  who  has  spent  much 
time  near  the  Gila,  has  volunteered  his  services  to  have  the  boats  built, 
and  to  manage  them  on  the  river;  he  would  also  be  the  best  guide  we 
could  have  on  the  Gila.  His  detail  could  no  doubt  be  obtained  by 
application  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McCLELLAN, 
Brevet  Lieut.  CoU^  Capt.  Top.  Eng, 

Hon.  T.  EwiNO, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  12,  1850. 

Sir  :  Since  I  saw  you  last,  I  have  employed  my  time  in  seeking 
information  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  Gila  river,  and  of  the 
country  adjacent  to  it,  with  a  view  to  the  arrangement  of  the  means  of 
transportation  for  the  parties  on  the  survey  that  will  conduce  most  to 
despatch  and  economy. 

From  Lieutenant  Beale,  of  the  United  States  navVf  who  has  passed 

over  it  several  times,  I  have  obtained  the  most  reliable  information.     I 

learn  from  him,  that  in  ascending  the  river  in  several  places  we  will  be 

forced  hy  impassable  hills  on  one  side  to  cross  to  the  other,  and  that 

wlien  we  reach  the  cafions  (points  al  w\ivc\i  there  are  impassable  bills 
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<m  both  sides)  we  will  have  to  abandon  the  wagons  altogether  and  re- 
sort to  packs.  I  think,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  better  to  use  packs 
from  the  beginning;  and  if  we  obtain  six  of  the  copper  boats  suggested 
by  Colonel  Abert,  the  amount  of  heavy  articles  to  be  transported  by 
packs  will  be  so  reduced  that  the  transportation  by  them  and  by  wagons 
will  be  comparatively  small.  These  ooats,  too,  will  furnish  easy  ti*ans- 
portatioQ  for  the  sick,  and  in  crossing  the  river  will  save  us  the  delay 
incident  to  the  construction  of  rafts  tor  that  purpose. 

I  have  learned  from  an  officer  of  our  navy,  who  saw  the  parties  at 
San  Diego  in  October  last,  that  ihey  were  miserably  provided,  particu- 
larly in  camp  equipage,  which  must  necessarily  have  been  the  ^ase, 
from  the  fact  that  they  depended  on  the  garrison  at  San  Diego  for  their 
supply.    This  was  a  poor  resource  to  depend  on,  as  the  quantity  in  the 

farrisoa  was  barely  sufficient  for  the  troops  when  in  the  field.     It  would 
e  well,  therefore,  to  obtain  the  supply  in  the  States,  and  carry  it 
with  us. 

I  have  wrideo  to  an  officer  of  the  army  in  New  York  to  examine  a 
newly  invented  tent,  which  is  intended  to  save  space  and  weight  in 
transportation,  and  time  in  pitching  and  striking.  If  his  report  to  me 
is  favorable,  I  will  thep  submit  to  you  an  estimate  of  their  cost,  and 
that  of  the  tents  now  used  in  the  arniy,  and  you  can  then  determine 
whether  or  not  those  shall  be  adopted. 

If  it  is  determined  to  obtain  the  services  of  Lieutenant  Beale  on  the 
Arvey,  and  to  provide  the  tents  and  boats,  as  the  time  intervening  be- 
tween this  and  that  of  our  leaving  for  San  Diego  would  be  sufficient 
for  their  construction  in  New  York,  he  might  be  detailed  at  once  and 
go  on  that  duty,  and  thus  would  avoid  the  delay  that  would  take  place 
if  the  appropriation  is  waited  for. 

I  am  extremely  anxious  to  commence  the  survey  of  the  Gila  in  time 
(say  1st  May)  to  reach  the  Rio  Grande  by  the  end  of  the  season,  as 
then  we  will  be  in  a  country  where  supplies  can  be  obtained,  and  we 
will  avoid  the  effect  of  the  wet  season  on  the  Gila.  I  hope,  with  indus- 
try, if  we  commence  early  in  May,  to  make  considerable  progress  in 
the  survey  of  the  Rip  Grande. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McCLELLAN, 
Captain,  Topographical  Engineers^  Brevet  Lieut.  CoL 

Hon.  T.  EwiNo, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Washinotox,  D.  C,  March  14,  1850. 

6ik:  From  the  relation  I  now  bear  to  your  department,  co-operating 
mider  the  orders  of  your  department,  in  aid  of  the  surveys  for  estab- 
lishing the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  and 
aware  of  the  doubt  that  exists  if  the  surveys  will  not  be  suspended  for 
the  present,  I  would  respectfully  but  earnesdy  call  your  attention  to  the 
following  facts,  which,  from  information  frrim  the  most  authentic 
fiources,  I  think  may  have  such  weight  as  to  induce  the  government  at 
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once  to  proceed  with  the  surveys,  and  which  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
subnit. 

1st*  It  seems  to  have  been  decided  by  the  joint  commissicners  that 
the  line  between  the  Pacific  and  the  mouth  of  the  Gila  river  is  to  be 
established  preliminary  to  further  operations.  That  line  i»  say  14(> 
miles  in  extent,  of  which,  in  aU,  but  five  miles  next  to  the  Pacific  and  two 
miles  next  to  the  Colorado  have  been  run,  leaving  an  extent  between 
those  points  to  be  finally  estabUshed  of  say  133  miles.  This  is  the 
season  for  accomplishing  that ;  for  it  is  well  known,  in  the  winteif  season 
(which  would  commence  about  1st  November)  it  would,  from  the  cUnmte 
of  the  cocist  range  to  be  traversed,  be  impracticable,  and  prior  to  that 
period  time  would  suffice,  if  operations  be  at  once  commenced  and 
prosecuted  vigorously,  to  finish  what  has  been  begun,  even  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Gila.  In  other  words,  if  such  operations  be  not  speedily 
resumed  one  whole  3eason  will  be  lost ;  for,  as  all  will  testify  who  aie 
conversant  with  the  subject,  it  is  certain. 

2d.  That  operations  along  the  Gila,  during  tke  nnmntr  wmmthsy  are 
absolutely  impracticable. 

I  would  not  detain  you,  sir,  by  reciting  the  reasons  in  detail,  because 
I  think  you  are  quite  aware  they  are  such  as  prove  that,  firom  beat 
and  drought,  operations  through  the  valley  of  tne  Gila  could  only  be 
carried  on  in  the  winter  season.  Lieutenant  Beale  and  otbers  give 
decided  opinions  to  that  efiect. 

dd.  So,  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  department  to  authorize  it,  aitf 
the  commission  be  constituted  speedily,  I  feel  confident  that  the  line 
between  the  Pacific  and  the  Colorado  may  be  established  prior  to 
November  next,  and  continued  without  interruption  along  the  Gila,  and 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  boundary  line,  without  interruption^ 
to  its  entire  completion. 

4th.  In  conclusion,  while  I  await  your  orders>  I  am  ready  to  take  the 
field  at  a  moment's  warning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

J.  McCLELLAN, 
Brevet  Lieut.  CoLy  Capt^  Top^  Engintersm. 

Hon.  Thomas  Ewing, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior^ 

p.  S._The  forgoing  «maA.  «fernng  ,»  s^y,  for  te  allig„n^„ 

of  the  boundary  are  equally  apphcable  to  those  authorized  or  required 
by  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty,  with  reference  to  a  railroad*  canal,  or 
road. 

Perhaps  it  would  be  weU  also  to  state,  that  shcnild  the  survey  be 
commenced  at  El  Paso  on  the  1st  November  next,  the  commission 
could  not  possibly  reach  the  Gila  river  before  the  month  of  April  fol* 
lowing — the  commencement  of  the  hot  season — when  operations  would 
have  to  be  suspended ;  whereas,  if  the  survey  is  commenced  as  .early 
this  season  as  practicable,  on  the  Une  from  the  Pacific  to  the  month  of 
the  Gila,  the  commission  will  be  on  the  Gila  in  the  proper  season — 
through  the  winter. 

J.  McCLELLAN, 
Brevet  Id*  CoL^  Cap.  Top*  Engineen,. 
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^  Washington,  June  10,  1860. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant  in  relation  to 
the  wagons,  and  am  this  moment  putting  a  letter  into  the  mail  for  Mr.* 
Baitlett,  the  commissioner,  (who  will  be  at  Newark  in  a  day  or  two,) 
in  relation  to  the  matter.  You  will  see  him  and  Mr.  Chamberlain  ana 
Mr.  Thomas  together;  and  I  have  requested  Mr.  Bartlett  to  have  the 
ten  light  wagons  and  four  ambulances  made  on  your  plan,  and  I  will 
write  to  Mr.  Chamberlain  to  the  same  effect  this  mail.  You  will  see 
Mr.  Bartlett  and  Mr.  Strain  in  Newark  very  soon. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McCLELLAN. 

H.  L.  Thistle,  Esq. 

P.  S. — Please  see  Mr.  Bartlett  in  New  York,  and  he  will  see  Mr. 
Chamberlain  and  Mr.  Thomas  with  you.  I  think  when  you  all  get 
together  you  will  be  able  \d  manage  iu- 

J.  McCLELLAN. 


Camp  Ewino,  Indianola,  Texas, 

September  3,  1850.     \ 

The  members  of  the  United  States  boundary  commission,  who  have 
pot  already  been  detailed  for  duty,  will  be  formed  into  two  independ- 
ent detachments  or  companies — one  of  cavalry,  the  other  of  infantry. 
The  first,  to  be  organized  from  the  assistant  engineers,  is  to  be  com- 
maiided  as  follows,  viz:  N.  G.  Strain,  United  States  navy,  captain; 
Geo.  L.  Pierce,  1st  lieutenant;  Geo.  G.  Garner,  2d  lieuteuant;  Fred.; 
Keller,  1st  sergeant;  Clement  Young,  2d  sergeant;  Robt.  £.  Mathews, 
1st  coi-poral ;  Jas.  E.  Weems,  2d  corporal. 

Of  the  detachment  of  light  infantry,  the  officers  and  non-commission- 
ed officers  are  hereby  appointed  as  follows,  viz:  Edward  Barry,  cap- 
tain; Joseph  Hoban,  1st  lieutenant;  John  Chamberlain,  2d  lieutenant; 
James  Henning,  1st  sergeant;  Thos.  Bjiggs,  2d  sergeant;  B.  F.  Burns, 
1st  corporal;  Sam'l  McPherson,  2d  corporal.  James  Steele  is  also 
appointed  adjutmit  of  this  command.  Upon  the  promulgation  of  this 
order,  Captains  Strain  and  Barry  will  proceed  to  organize  their  com- 
panies, placing  each  subaltern  and  non-commissioned  officer  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  appropriate  duties,  and  report  to  me  forthwith.  Through 
the  usual  channels  reports  will  be  rendered  to  me  daily.  All  violations  of 
orders,  or  neglect  of  duty,  are  to  be  reported  to  me,  and  in  no  instance 
is  corporal  punishment  to  be  infficted  except  by  sentence  of  a  court- 
martial. 

In  cases  of  emergency,  as  of  an  attack  by  Indians,  the  command  will 
necessarily  devolve  upon  the  ranking  officer  of  the  escort.  A  strictly 
military  organization  is  desired,  and  the  officers,  while  confining  them- 
selves to  their  appropriate  sphere  of  duties,  will  be  implicitly  obeyed. 

J.  McCLELLAN, 
Brevet  Lu  CoL^  Capt.  T.  E. 

Approved :  , 

John  R.  Babtlett,  Commimoner. 
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San  Elizarto,  Texas,  Jamtary  12,  1851.  ^ 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  letter  from  commissioner  Bartlett  in  relation 
to  the  settlement  of  my  accounts  for  personal  expenses,  and  sajing  that 
he  would,  by  the  mail  which  wiU  leave  this  to-morrow,  refer  the  matter 
to  the  department  for  its  decision.  I  have  many  papers  of  public  in- 
terest to  prepare  for  this  mail,  and  will  not  be  able  to  make  my  state- 
ment to  you  in  relation  to  the  account  referred  to,  but  will  by  the  next 
mail,  25th  df  this  month,  furnish  you  a  statement  I  wish  to  have  exam- 
ined with  Mr.  Bortlett's,  before  your  decision  is  made. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McCLELLAN, 
Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel^  Captain  Top.  Engineersm ' 
Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Washington,  July  15,  1851. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  an  account  for  the  commutation  of  my 
personal  expenses  whilst  on  duty  on  the  commission  for  the  survey  and 
demarkation  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico; 
which  being  a  contingent  allowance,  requires  the  approval  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  before  it  can  be  passed  by  the  accounting  officers. 
You  will  perceive  that  I  have  deducted  from  it  the  time  of  our  passage 
from  New  York  to  Indianola,  Texas,  as  the  same  allowance  has  been 
made  for  the  same  service  to  others,  officers  of  the  to{ll»graphieal  corns, 
and  I  have  made  no  charge  for  transportation  home  from  £1  Paso.  I 
trust  it  may  meet  your  approval. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McCLELLAN, 

—^  _      __  • 

Brevet  Lieutenant  Coloneli  Captain  Top.  Engineers, 
Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart. 


San  Diego,  California,  Fdruary  23,  1850. 

Edmund  L.  F.  Hardcastle,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  bound- 
ary commission,  and  Francisco  Jimenez,  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican, 
being  appointed  to  have  constructed  and  to  place  the  monuments  u{X)n 
that  portion  of  the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico 
extending  from  the  Pacific  to  the  junction  of  the  Gila  and  Colorado 
rivers,  having  exchanged  their  credentials,  and  having  discussed  the 
points  relating  to  their  commission,  they  agreed  upon  the  manner  in 
which  said  monuments  shall  be  constructed,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
erected  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable;  and  as  said  monuments 
can  be  transported  by  sea,  they  agreed,  as  the  easiest  method  to  be 
adopted,  to  have  them  constructed  in  the  United  States  of  America. 
Accordingly,  orders  for  their  construction  were  signed  by  both  parties 
to  this  effect;  and  it  was  also  agreed  that  said  orders  should  be  carried 
out  by  Edmund  L.  F.  Hardcastle,  above  mentioned. 

Tiey  farther  agree  to  meet  at  this  place  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
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ary  next,  in  order  to  execute  their  commission  in  relation  to  the  placing 
of  said  monuments  upon  the  line;  but  if,  from  any  unforeseen  event, 
either  party  above  named  should  fail  to  be  present  at  the  time  and  place 
specified,  they  agreed  that  the  one  present  may  proceed  to  place  the 
4  (four)  monuments  at  the  points  already  agreed  upon,  to  wit:  One  at 
the  initial  point  near  the  Pacific,  one  near  the  road  leading  to  Lower 
California,  one  at  the  junction  of  the  Gila  and  Colorado  rivers,  and  one 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  latter  river,  leaving  the  remaining  3  (three) 
monuments  to  be  placed  until  both  parties  shall  be  present. 

EDMUND  L.  F.  HARDCASTLE, 

Brevet  Cayt.  U.  S.  Top.  Engineers. 
Francisco  Jimenes. 

En  el  Puerto  db  San  Diego, 
d  hs  23,  diat  del  mes  dt  Fdnrero^  de  1850. 

Francisco  Jimenes,  por  parte  de  la  comision  de  limites  de  la  Re- 
publica  Mejicana,  y  Edmund  L.  F.  Hardcastle,  por  parte  de  la  Amer- 
icana, hallandase  comisionados  para  regular  la  construccion  y  colocacion 
de  los  monumentos  en  esa  porcion  del  limite  entre  Mejico  y  los  Esta- 
dos  Unidos,  que  se  extenoe  desde  el  Pacifico  &  la  confluencia  de  los 
rios  Gila  y  Colorado,  despues  de  haber  cambiado  sus  credenciales,  y 
de  haber  discutido  sobre  los  puntos  que  conciernen  &  su  comision, 
acordaron  la  manera  en  que  dichos  monumentos  pueden  ser  constru- 
idos  pa.  que  scan  colocados,  k  la  mayor  posible  periodo,  y  como 
d^hos  monumSitos  pueden  ser  transportado  por  mar,  convinieron  que 
er  modo  mas  facil  y  menos  costoso  q^  se  pudiera  adoptar,  es 
de  construirlos  en  los  Estados  Unidos  de  America ;  a  cuyo  efecto  se 
firmaron  ordenes  para  su  construccion  pr.  ambas  paites,  y  tambien  se 
conviene  que  dicnos  ordenes  serian  executados  pr.  Edmund  L.  F. 
Hardcastle,  ya  mencionado. 

Ademas  convinieron  que  se  reunirian  en  este  lugar  el  primero  de 
Enero  del  afio  entrante  para  cumplir  §,  su  comision  en  lo  qu||[hace  rela- 
cion  k  la  colocacion  de  dichos  monumentos  sobre  la  linea;  pero  si  por 
cual  quiero  evento  imprevisto,  alguna  de  las  partes  y a  meqcionada  dejase 
de  concurrir  pa.  el  tiempo  y  lugar  sef^alados,  se  convino  en  que  la  que 
se  halle  presente  proceaira  k  colocar  los  cuatro  monumentos  en  los 
puntos  ya  acordados,  a  saber;  uno  sobre  el  punto  inicial  cerca  del  Pa- 
cifico, uno  cerca  del  camino  que  se  dirige  a  la  Baja  California,  uno  en 
ei  punto  determinado  cerca  de  la  confluencia  de  los  rios  Gila  y  Colo- 
rado, y  uno  sobre  la  izquierda  del  ultimo,  quedando  los  otros  tres  pen- 
dientes  pa.  cuando  se  hallen  presentes  los  dos  partes. 

FRANCISCO  JIMENES. 

Edmund  L.  F.  Hardcastle, 

Brevet  Capt.  U*  S*  Top,  Engineers.  • 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  16,  1852. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  approval  the  account  of 
my  personal  expenses  while  employed  as  "\3 ruled  feXaXj^s^  «>\xcn^^vsO'* 
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Mexican  boundary  survey  on  Pacific  coast,  and  while  in  chaise  of 
d  work,  as  set  forth  and  approved  in  a  letter  (a  copy  of  which  is 
ewith  enclosed)  addressed  to  you  by  Major  W.  H.  Emory,  and 
ted  Washington,  June  24,  1861.  The  same  amount  was  charged 
i  allowed  to  Major  Emory  and  Mr.  Gray  for  the  same  service,  as 
proved  by  you. 
[  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDMUND  L.  F.  HARDCASTLE, 

Brevet  Captain  U.  S.  Army, 
Bon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Washington,  D.  C,  November  13,  1861. 

3ir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  communication  for  the 
n.  John  R.  Bartlett,  United  States  commissioner,  in  reference  to 
completion  of  the  work  assigned  to  me  on  the  Pacific  section  of 
boundary,  and  to  request  that  it  may  be  forwarded  to"lTim. 
[  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDMUND  L.  F.  HARDCASTLE, 

Brevet  Captain  U.  S.  Top.  Engineers. 
Son.  AxEx.  H.  H.  Stuabt, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


San  Francisco,  California,  March  1,  1850. 

3iR :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commu- 
ation  of  the  19th  December  last,  informing  me  tnat  my  services  as 
nmissioner  upon  the  boundary  survey  were  no  longer  required, 
soon  as  Major  Emory  arrives,  to  whom  I  am  directed  to  turn  over 
>ks,  pa|^rs,  &c.,  it  will  give  me  very  great  pleasure  to  withdraw  from 
.  commission,  especially  since  its  business  has  been  transferred  to 
"Department  of  the  Interior." 

Che  letter  to  which  you  allude  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  under 
e  26th  June,  has  never  been  received.  Dihgent  seai'ch  has  been 
de  for  it  in  the  post  office  here,  but  it  cannot  be  found.  It  may  have 
!n  directed  in  the  same  way  that  his  communication  of  the  16th 
rch  was  directed,  (San  Diego,  Mexico  ;\  and  if  so,  its  failure  to  reach 
is  easily  accounted  for.  A  little  knowledge  of  the  geography  of  the 
intry  oftentimes  facilitates  the  transmission  of  letters, 
t  is  unfortunate  for  me,  although  fortunate  for  the  government,  that 
t  letter  was  not  received — uvfaittinate  because  its  receipt  would  have 
:ffied  me  in  withdrawing  from  the  commission  at  once,  and  engaging 
business  more  agreeable  and  much  more  profitable  than  the  public 
ploy ;  besides,  I  would  not  have  made  myself  Uable  to  suits  for 
nages  upon  protested  drafts. 

t  is  fortunate  for  the  government  because  its  reception  would  hare 
essarily  disbsmded  the  commission,  and  suspended  the  work  for  an 
?£njte  period.     The  Mexican  commission  could  hardly  have  beea 
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expected  to  remain  in  the  field  until  it  suited  the  convenience  of  our 
government  to  provide  the  necessary  funds  to  prosecute  the  work.  In 
this  event,  instead  of  completing  the  line  from  the  Pacific  ocean  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Gila  river,  (except  placing  monuments  at  the  points  ; 
agreed  upon,)  as  is  now  the  case,  the  commission  would  have  been 
broken  up,  and  compelled  to  reorganize  and  reassemble  at  San  Diego  at 
some  future  day.  This  would  have  subjected  the  government  to  an 
additional  expense  of  at  least y^y  thoumnd  dollart.  Bo  that  whilst  the 
failure  of  that  letter  to  reach  its  destination  may,  as  it  already  has,  in- 
flict injury  upon  me  individually,  the  government  has  profited  very 
much.  This  portion  of  the  work,  which  nas  always  been  regarded  the 
most  difficult  and  the  most  important,  is  now  nearly  quite  finished,  and 
the  joint  commission  adjourned  on  the  16th  ultimo  to  meet  at  El  Paso, 
in  the  State  of  Chihuahua,  on  the  first  Monday  of  November  next. 
All  this  has  been  accomplished  in  despite  of  the  peculiar  situation  of 
afiairs  in  this  country,  and  the  embarrassments  which  the  department 
has  seen  proper  to  throw  in  our  way. 

In  December  last  I  received  fi'om  the  clerk  and  disbursing  officer  of 
the  commission,  who  had  been  sent  to  Washington  under  my  orders,  a 
copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  the  Secretary  of  State  under  date 
20th  July,  informing  him  that  my  drafts  upon  the  treasury  could  not 
be  paid  until  vouchers  for  the  whole  amount  received  were  adjusted 
by  the  proper  officer!  How  the  department  expected  the  commis^ 
sioner  to  obtain  vouchers,  and  transmit  them  to  Washington  without 
fundsy  is  to  me  incomprehensible.  Did  the  Secretary  expect  that  the 
commissioner  would  be  able  to  have  vouchers  at  all  times  in  that  city 
sufficient  to  cover  his  drafts?  Five  thoussBid  miles  or  more  from  the 
accounting  officer,  was  it  supposed  that  he  could  show  the  department 
in  advance  the  precise  manner  in  which  he  proposed  expending  the 
proceeds  of  his  arafts?  But  payment  is  suspended  because  the  drafts 
there  exceeded  the  vouchers  returned,  some  eight  thousand  dollars ! 
If  my  vouchers  had  been  in  Washington  for  that  balance,  does  it  not 
follow  as  a  necessary  consequence  that  I  would  have  beenl^  the  field 
without  a  single  dollar?  Was  the  commissioner  to  have  no  funds  on 
hand  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  service  ? 

But  there  is  a  broad  insinuation  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  so  man- 
ifestly unjust  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  allude  to  it.  He  speaks  of  the 
commissioner  having  drati'n  money  ^^  since  his  removal  from  office P^  If 
this  had  been  true,  it  would  have  been  a  dishonorable  act ;  but  the 
whole  record  of  the  case  will  show  that  it  is  entu-ely  destitute  oJ|$ruth* 
The  respect  I  owe  the  department  will  not  allow  me  to  characterize 
the  insinuation  as  it  deserves. 

A  draft  drawn  by  me  for  $10,000,  and  protested  for  non-payment, 
has  been  sent  back  here  for  collection.     That  draft  was  negotiated  by 
Colonet  Fremont  at  my  request,  and  the  money  has  been  fairly  and 
honestly  expended  for  the  benefit  of  the  government.     At  the  time  it 
was  placed  in  his  hands  I  had  not  a  dollar  with  which  to  pay  the  em-*^  ^ 
ployes,  or  even  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  commission. 
Without  the  proceeds  of  that  draft  the  work  would  have  been  sus-  *  ♦ 
pended,  the  American  commission  driven  from  the  field,  and  the  era-     4 
pioyes  left  at  San  Diego  without  the  means  to  ^mW^X  01  ^<i\.  'a^N'a:^J- 
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And  now,  whilst  the  government  holds  my  vouchers  for  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  the  whole  amount  of  the  appropriation,  (exclusive  of  my  com- 
pensation, &c.,)  I  am  left  to  answer  wnatever  damages  the  holders  of 
tliat  and  other  drafts  may  obtain  against  me !  I  am  not  only  deprived 
of  my  compensation  for  services  rendered  at  a  great  pecuniary  sacri- 
fice, but  my  private  funds  have  been  seized  to  cover  protested  drafts, 
the  proceeds  of  which  have  gone  to  the  benefit  of  the  government.. 

Other  parties  have  been  sent  into  California  upon  pubUc  service,  and 
I  challenge  a  comparison  between  their  labors,  their  expenses,  and 
those  of  the  boundaiy  commission.  Whilst  pubUc  business  has  been 
suspended  and  all  classes  wildly  excited  by  the  rich  mineral  dis- 
coveries of  this  country,  the  boundary  survey  has  been  steadily  prose- 
cuted— not  an  employ 6  (whether  engineer  or  servant)  deserted,  nor 
did  any  of  them  ask  for  discharges  until  reUable  information  reached 
this  country  that  a  new  commissioner  was  to  be  appointed.  I  had 
selected  men  upon  whose  personal  pledge  of  honor  1  could  rely,  and 
they  did  not  deceive  me.  There  was  scarcely  a  man  upon  the  com- 
mission who  could  not  have  obtained  fix)m  private  individuals  three 
times  as  much  as  was  allowed  them.  Let  the  wages  given  these 
men  be  compared  with  the  wages  allowed  for  similar  services  in  this 
country,  and  I  trust  that  the  department  will  be  satisfied  that  the 
charge  of  extravagance  which  it  has  countenanced  is  without  the 
shadow  of  truth. 

I  must  again  invoke  most  earnestly  the  attention  of  the  department  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  past  demands  against  the  commission.  Injustice 
should  not  be  done  to  the  employ^  merely  to  gratify  the  prejudice 
w^iich  may  be  entertained  against  the  employer.  For  myself  I  am 
content  to  await  the  action  of  Congress,  confident  that  that  branch  of 
the  government  will  in  the  end  do  me  justice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  WELLER- 

Hon.  Thomas  Ewing, 

Secretary  of  the  Department  oj  the  Interior. 


Office  Boundary  Commissiov, 

San  Diego  J  June  13,  1850. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior  the  fol- 
lowittg,  instructions,  which  affect  you : 

"  As  soon  as  you  (the  undersigned)  have  completed  the  field-work  of 
the  part  of  the  boundary  line  in  question  (between  the  Gila  and 
Pacific,)  you  will  detach  Brevet  Captain  Hardcastle  and  Mr.  Gray, 
with  some  of  the  civil  assistants,  to  proceed  by  the  way  of  the  Gila  to 
El  Paso,  there  to  await  the  reassembling  of  the  commission  on  the  first 
day  of  November  next. 

"  All  the  property  and  instruments  pertaining  to  the  survey  will  be 
sent  to  El  Paso  in  charge  of  Captain  Hardcastle." 
^     From  this  are  excepted  the  notes  pertaining  to  the  line  between  here 
and  the  Gila,  which  will  be  turned  over  to  me. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  irregularity  of  addressing  tho 
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Department  of  the  Interior  except  through  me ;  of  leaving  this  work 
witnout  asking  my  consent,  or  giving  me.  notification  after  having  ex- 
hibited to  you  the  instructions  placing  me  in  charge  of  the  commission; 
and  of  allowing  any  of  the  surveying  instruments  to  pass  out  of  your 
possession  without  my  consent. 

No  money  has  been  received  by  me  fix)m  the  Department  of  the  In- 
terior since  the  work  was  placed  in  my  charge,  and  no  money  or  prop- 
erty of  any  kind,  except  the  books  now  turned  over  to  me  by  the  late 
conmiissioner. 

I  regret,  therefore,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  furnish  you  with  money. 
As  soon  as  it  does  arrive  I  shall  be  happy  to  pay  you  whatever  is  due. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
In  charge  of  Boundary  Commission. 
Mr.  A.  B.  Gray, 

U.  S.  Surveyor  Mexican  Boundary  Commission. 


Nbw  Orleans, 

September  25,  1851. 

Sir:  The  small  time  which  elapsed  between  Captain  Hardcastle's 
arrival  from  the  Pacific  side,  and  my  departure  in  pursuance  of  your 
orders  of  the  13(h,  has  prevented  me  from  before  reporting  to  you  the 
very  satisfactory  conclusion  of  the  work  on  the  Pacific  side. 

The  work  was  of  the  description  involving  a  combination  of  astro- 
nomical and  geodetic  operations  of  the  first  class — ^the  determinations 
of  a  line  connecting  two  points,  since  ascertained  to  be  upwards  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-eight  miles  apart,  and  separated  by  precipitous 
mountains  and  a  desert  of  shifiing  sand,  without  vegetation,  and  with- 
out water. 

A  previous  reconnaissance  of  the  whole  country  had  given  me  a  very 
accurate  knowledge  of  it,  and  I  was  enabled  at  once  to  designate  ap- 
proximately the  two  ends  of  the  line,  and  establish  at  them  observato- 
ries for  the  determination  of  the  differences  of  latitude  and  longitude  of 
the  two  extremities. 

One  of  the  observatories  was  conducted  by  myself  in  person,  and 
the  other  by  one  of  my  assistants,  Lieutenant  Whipple;  the  object 
being  to  conduct  both  at  the  same  time,  so  as  to  get  corresponding  ob- 
servations, and  thus  render  us  independent  of  the  errors  of  tf^  cata- 
logues and  of  the  Nautical  Almanacs.  The  no  less  scientific,  but  more 
arduous  service  of  conducting  the  intermediate  operations,  was  as- 
signed by  me  to  Brevet  Captain  Hardcastle,  corps  of  topographical 
engineers. 

An  elaborate  series  of  observations  made  in  the  month  of  July, 
August,  September,  October  and  November,  1849,  gave  me  all  the 
data  necessary  to  compute  the  exact  difference  in  latitude  and  longi- 
tude of  the  two  observatories,  and  these  were  transferred  by  triangul^- 
tion  to  the  extremities  of  the  line ;  that  is,  to  the  initial  point  on  the 
Pacific,  and  the  point  where  the  Gila  empties  into  the  Colorado.  This  ^ 
accomplished;  the  next  step  was  to  compute  t]bi&  ^ecuouol  ^^\^^^ 
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making  due  allowance  for  the  spheroidal  figure  of  the  earth,  to  mark  it 
on  the  ground,  and  get  the  topography. 

To  avoid  misunderstanding,  it  is  proper  to  state  here,  that  a  com 
parison  o{  our  observations  with  the  corresponding  observations  made 
at  Greenwich,  furnished  me  by  Mr,  Airy,  the  astronomer  royal,  ahhough 
it  changes  the  absolute  longitude,  does  not  disturb  the  ascertained  differ- 
ence of  longitude,  and  consequently  does  not  afiect  the  azimuth  of  the 
line. 

Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  the  marking  and  producing  this 
work  on  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  sketching  the  topography,  was  a 
work  of  great  labor.  Early  in  the  operations,  when  my  line  had  been 
produced  to  Mount  Tecate,  about  thirty  miles.  General  Condd,  the 
Mexican  commissioner,  signified  his  wish  to  move  towards  £1  Paso,  to 
meet  the  joint  commission  which  was  by  agreement  to  meet  there  on 
the  first  Monday  in  November,  1850.  A  previous  act  of  the  joint  com- 
mission had  devolved  the  duty  of  putting  up  the  monuments  on  two 
engineers,  one  to  be  selected  from  each  side :  it  was  now  proposed  that 
the  prolongation  of  the  line  stiould  be  confided  to  the  same  hands. 
Having  faith  in  the  correctness  of  my  determinations,  and  entire  confi- 
dence in  the  ability  and  integrity  of  Captain  Hardcastle,  the  oflicer 
selected  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  he  was  left  in  October, 
1850,  to  complete  the  prolongation  of  the  line,  and  put  up  the  monu- 
ments. He  has  accomplished  all  that  was  left  for  him  to  do  in  the 
most  satisfactory  manner ;  and  I  now  report  to  you  his  arrival  in  Wash- 
ington, and  that  he  produced  the  line  to  the  end  and  found  it  correct; 
that  he  has  obtained  all  the  topography  not  heretofore  obtained ;  and 
that  he  has  placed  all  the  monuments  on  the  line;  and  that  the  same 
has  been  officially  accepted  by  the  officer  delegated  by  the  Mexican 
commission  to  accompany  him ;  so  that  all  appertaining  to  the  bound- 
ary line  on  the  Pacific  side  may  now  be  considered  as  finally  settled. 
Advantage  was  taken  by  me  of  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  survey  to 
collect  all  the  data  necessary  to  illustrate  the  topography,  botany, 
geology,  and  zoology,  of  the  interesting  region  traversed  by  the  bound- 
ary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
Brevet  Majors  late  Acting  Commissioner. 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Camp  on  the  Leona,  October  20,  1851. 

Sir:  This  being  the  last  place  reached  by  the  military  mails,  I  think"* 
proper  to  notify  you  that  I  am  this  far  on  my  way,  with  a  suitable  es- 
cort furnished  from  the  army,  and  a  sufficient  outfit  to  enable  me  to  join 
the  commission. 

,  The  wagons  for  the  transportation  of  the  party  have  been  furnished 
by  the  quartermaster's  department  of  the  army,  but  by  an  agreement  I 
have  obligated  the  commission  to  pay  the  wages  of  the  guide,  of  the 
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drivers,  (five  in  number)  and  the  vaqueros,  at  the  rates  paid  by  the 
quartermaster's  department  of  the  army. 

I  am,  very  tespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.H.  EMORY, 
Brevet  Major  and  Chief  AMtronomer^  Boundary  CammissioftL 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Camp  near  El  Paso,  December  8,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  my  arrival  at  El  Paso,  on  the 
25th  November.   The  same  day  I  delivered  my  despatches  to  Lieutenant 
■  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham,  and  to-day  the  transfer  of  the  instiiiments  has 
'  been  completed. 

On  the  4th  of  December,  by  order  of  Colonel  Graham,  the  officers 
of  the  army,  including  the  quartermaster  and  commissary.  Lieutenant 
O.  H.  Tiliinghast,  reported  to  me.  The  latter  appears  to  be  in  full 
authority  under  the  instructions  of  Colonel  Graham,  and  recognised  by 
thepapers  placed  in  my  hands,  signed  by  the  commissioner. 

The  commissioner  being  absent,  and  no  inteUigence  of  his  where- 
abouts being  within  my  reach,  I  directed  the  quartermaster  and  com- 
missary to  report  to  me  the  means  of  the  commission  to  carry  on  the 
work  which  I  found  ready  prepsu^d,  by  the  joint  commission,  for  the 
astronomers.  You  will  find  the  exhibit  in  papers  1,  2,  and  3,  herewith 
enclosed. 

General  Cond^,  the  Mexican  commissioner,  is  at  Arispe,  sick.  Sefior  \ 
Jose  Salazar  Ilarequi,  astronomer  and  surveyor  of  the  Mexican 
boundary  commission,  is  at  El  Paso,  to  conduct,  under  the  resolution  of 
the  joint  commission  above  referred  to,  in  co-operation  with  the  astrono- 
mer, &c.,  on  the  American  side,  the  survey  of  the  Del  Norte  from  lati- 
tude 32®  22'  to  its  mouth ;  the  articles  of  agreement  for  which  are  in 
my  possession,  duly  signed  and  authenticated,  bearing  date  November 
24,  the  day  before  my  arrival  at  El  Paso,  and  founded  on  a  resolution 
of  the  joint  commission. 

It  will  be  my  duty  to  stay  here  long  enough  to  conclude  my  confer- 
ences with  Mr.  Salazar,  and  give  full  force  and  activity  to  the  work  as 
far  as  the  reduced  condition  of  the  means  of  the  commission  will  admit. 
In  the  absence  of  the  commissioner,  I  will  be  pardoned  in  calling  your 
attention  to  the  condition  of  the  funds  of  the  commission  as  exhibited 
in  the  letter  of  the  quartermaster  and  commissary,  and  the  letters 
of  the  assistant  secretary  and  clerk  of  the  commissioner,  and  to  ask 
immediate  relief.  It  will  be  seen  there  is  not  only  no  money  on  hand, 
^ut  the  appropriation  for  1852  has  been  partially  anticipated,  and  many 
'are  here  unemployed. 

The  debts  are  numerous  and  pressing,  and  the  deputy  paymaster 
and  disbursing  agent  of  the  commission,  without  means  or  credit,  un- 
able to  pay  off  men  no  longer  required  in  the  commission. 

A  letter  from  the  assistant  secretary  and  clerk  of  the  commission, 
Mr.  Henry  Jacobs,  who  is  also  the  deputy  paymaster  and  disbursing 
agent  of  the  commissioD;  (a  copy  of  which  U  \ieiem\k  ^xi^^^  %sA 
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marked  4,)  informs  me  he  does  not  know  where  the  commissioner  is  at 
present. 

Mr.  Salazar,  to  whom  Mr.  Jacobs  refers  me,  says  he  has  gone  to 
Guaymas.  Colonel  Graham's  letter  of  instructions  to  Lieutenant  Whip- 
ple, engaged  in  surveying  the  Gila,  dated  September  17,  says  Mr. 
bartlett  will  probably  go  to  San  Diego.  Mr.  Bartlett*s  letter  of  instruc- 
tions to  Mr.  Jacobs,  dated  August  19,  and  his  despatches  to  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior,  dated  August  26,  a  copy  of  which  has  been 
furnished  me,  contain  this  passage :  '<  Should  unforeseen  circumstances 
prevent  me  from  returning  during  the  fall,  or  compel  me  to  go  to  Wash- 
mgton  rta  Panama,  I  have  directed  Mr.  Jacobs  to  forward  to  the  de- 
partment copies  of  all  documents  of  importance  which  he  may  receive 
connected  with  the  commission." 

My  instructions  direct  me  to  "proceed,  with  as  little  delay  as  prac- 
ticable, to  join  the  commissioner  m  the  field,  and  relieve  Colonel  Gra- 
ham of  the  duties  devolved  upon  him." 

Having  relieved  Colonel  Graham,  I  confess  myself  perplexed  to 
know  how  to  act  with  regard  to  proceeding  further  for  tne  purpose  of 
joining  the  commissioner  in  the  field,  for  the  weight  of  information  is 
in  favor  of  his  having  gone  to  the  Pacific  side ;  whence,  should  he  not 
go  home  by  the  way  of  Panama,  he  cannot  get  back  here  till  late  in 
the  spring. 

Beyond  executing  the  resolution  of  the  joint  commission  as  set  forth 
in  the  communication  of  Mr.  Bartlett  to  Colonel  Graham,  upon  which 
is  based  the  engagement  with  Mr.  Salazar,  I  can  do  nothing  without 
consultation  with  the  commissioner. 

A  movement  at  this  season  across  the  country  will  take  all  the  avail- 
able portion  of  the  escort,  and  all  the  available  portion  of  the  transport- 
ation of  the  commission;  and  will  render  animals  and  men  unfit  for 
another  campaign  for  several  months  after  my  return. 

After  giving  the  subject  all  due  consideration,  I  have  concluded  I 
would  best  accompUsh  the  duties  devolved  upon  me  by  first  settling 
with  Mr.  Salazar  ail  the  points  necessary  to  carry  out  the  stipulations 
of  the  joint  commission  for  the  survey  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte  from 
here  to  its  mouth,  and  setting  as  many  parties  in  the  field  as  I  can ; 
and  then  to  take  what  transportation  and  escort  may  be  left,  and  pro- 
ceed west  along  the  unfinished  portion  of  the  boundary  to  its  extremity, 
and,  faiUng  to  find  Mr.  Bartlett,  to  return  to  this  place. 

This  will  take  four  months ;  by  which  time  Mr.  Bartlett,  if  he  has 
gone  to  Washington,  will  have  reached  there,  and  can  make  the  ar- 
rangements necessary  to  relieve  the  embarrassments  of  the  commission 
at  this  place.  Should  he,  on  the  contrary,  return  to  this  place,  I  will 
have  specific  directions  of  the  route  intended  to  be  followed,  and  cou- 
riers can  be  sent  to  recall  me  to  this  place.  s 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  a  short  interview  with  Colonel  Sumner, 
the  commander  of  this  the  9th  military  department,  and  he  does  not 
consider  himself  at  liberty,  under  his  present  instructions,  to  give  the 
commission  any  aid  whatever  beyond  the  meagre  escort  already  fur- 
nished. Now,  considering  the  fact  that  most  of  our  unfinished  work  is 
in  the  8th  and  9th  military  departments,  in  a  country  in  possession  of 
the  Indians^  who  are  now  in  active  state  of  hostilityi  and  tnat  the  mili- 
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tary  supplies  on  hand  are  ample,  I  respectfully  suc^est  that  the  com- 
manders of  these  two  departments  be  authorized  and  instructed,  by  the 
Department  of  War,  to  extend  to  us  such  faciUties  as  are  necessary  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  work,  and  which  can  only  be  obtained  in  these 
remote  regions  from  the  army  establishments. 

At  present  the  commissaries  of  the  army  have  orders  to  give  the 
commission  nothing  without  the  ready  money;  growing  out  of  the  fact 
that  there  still  remains  unpaid  in  this  department,  in  the  hands  of  Cap- 
tain Browman,  United  States  army,  a  aebt  of  large  amount  due  the 
conomissary,  contracted  when  the  commission  first  came  to  £1  Paso. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  11.  EMORY, 
Brevet  Major^  United  States  Armyy  Ifc. 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 


[No.  4.]  United  States  Boundary  Commissicw, 

Magofjir^t  Ranche^  near  El  Fasoj  November  30,  1851. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  29th  instant  I  received  this  morning.  In 
reply,  I  have  to  state  that  my  latest  advices  from  the  commissioner  are 
dated  September  27,  which  I  received  by  the  hands  of  Colonel  Gra- 
ham. Mr.  Bartlett  and  the  Mexican  commissioner,  with  their  parties, 
were  then  at  Santa  Cruz,  to  which  place  they  had  gone  in  quest  of 
provisions. 

I  have  received  no  information  respecting  the  movements  of  the 
commissioner  since,  and  am  unable  to  advise  you  what  route  to  take 
in  order  to  meet  him  in  the  shortest  practicable  time.  Perhaps  Colonel 
Graham  or  Mr.  Salazar  (the  latter  gentleman  I  understand  is  now  at 
El  Paso)  can  give  you  the  information  required. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  you  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  JACOBS, 
Assistant  Secretary  to  Commissioner  U.  S.  and  M.  B.  C* 

Major  W.  H.  Emory, 

Principal  Astronomer  U.  S.  B.  C»>  near  El  Paso. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

G.  CLINTON  GARDNER, 

Secretary  to  Chief  Astronomer^  tj/c 


A  list  of  employes  of  the  boundary  commission  drawing  rations  from  th& 

depot  at  Frontera. 


Doctor  Bio[elow,  Messrs.  Thompson,  Wilbar,  Clark,  Jones,  Garner, 
Snowden,  Chandler,  Bigelow,  Pierce,  Houston,  Wright,  White,  Hip- 
;1,  Phillips,  and  Espy,  assistants  in  the  scientific  corps;  Mr.  Jacobs, 
r.  Bartlett's  assistant  secretary;  Mr.  Nias,  at  Mago^n's  with  Mr. 
Jacobs;  Mr.  Tansill,  quartermaster  and  commissai^'a  cV^i^^^^tsom^^ 
*       6 


^, 
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and  Crenioa,  carpenters.— (21.)  Scott,  principal  teamster;  ShacUefard 
harness-maker;  Burns,  tailor;  Roan,  stone-cutter;  Elliott,  blacksmitl^ 
Johnson,  butcher ;  Dillon,  commissary's  sergeant ;  Furgerson,  carpeii^ 
ter.  Rowan,  Hurdnot,  Walter,  Owens,  LesUe,  Crane,  Ipsom,  8tone 
TumbuU,  Murray,  Woodland,  Murphy,  Butler,  Magner,  Harvey 
Anderson,  Williamson,  Tucker,  McMahon,  Braden,  Simons,  Leplant, 
are  teamsters  and  laborers ;  Micalaske,  Johnson,  Taylor,  Morewood, 
Jos6  Garcia,  Cooke,  Lee,  McMahon,  are  cooks  and  servants ;  Tucker, 
Waja,  Seldino,  and  Espinoso,  are  herders.— (43.) 

Besides  these,  I  have  issued  ninety  days'  rations  to  forty-seven  men 
now  on  the  Gila,  (names  not  known.) — ^47.) 

O.  H.  mLINGHAST, 
First  Lu  Itt  Artillery^  Q.  M.  and  Commmary  U*  S.  and  M.  B*  C. 

I  certify  that  the  above  i»  a  true  copy. 

G.  CLINTON  GARDNER, 

Secretary  to  the  Chief  Astronomer* 


United  Stated  Boundabt  Cd&iMiMiONf 

Magoffi/rCs  Ranche^  near  El  PomOj  December  2,  1851# 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  inquiring  if  I  can  furnish  yo« 
with  four  thousand  dollars  for  use  in  the  quartermaster's  and  conmiis^ 
sanr  department,  is  received. 

I  yesterday  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Magoffin,  and  proposed  to 
turn  over  to  him  the  commissioner's  requisitions  that  1  now  iiold,  and 
draw  upon  him  for  the  money ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  requisitions 
of  the  commissioner  made  in  July  last  not  having  been  honored  by  the 
Department  of  the  Interior,  Mr.  Magoffin  declines  to  make  further 
advances. 

The  requisitions  that  I  hold  amount  to  $5,000,  aiid  I  owe  Mr# 
Magoffin  about  $6,500,  making  a  deficit  of  $1,500.  You  will  see, 
therefore,  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  furnish  you  the  money  re- 
quired. You  will  understand  that  I  dechne  to  furnish  the  money  solely 
for  want  of  funds,  (as  I  hold  myself  bound  by  the  commissioner's  in- 
structions to  fm-nish  your  department  with  money  if  I  have  it,)  and  not 
on  any  other  grounds. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  JACOBS, 
Assistant  Sec*y  U)  the  Commissioner  of  the  U.  S.  B.  C* 

Lieut.  O.  H.  TiLLINOHAST, 

Quartermaster  and  Commissary  U.  S*  B.  C,  Frontera,  Texas, 

A  true  copy. 

O.  H.  TILLINGHAST, 
First  Lt»  1st  Aiiilleryi  Quartermaster  and  Commissary  B*  C» 
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Near  El  Paso,  December  3,  1851. 

Sir  :  Having  reported  to  me  this  morning,  by  order  of  Colonel  Gra- 
ham, as  quartermaster  and  commissary  of  the  United  States  boundary 
commission  for  running  and  marking  the  boundary  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico,  in  accordance  with  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hi- 
dalgo, you  will  please  inform  me  the  number  of  serviceable  animals  in 
your  possession,  the  number  of  wagons  fit  for  service,  the  number  of 
pack-saddles,  the  number  of  days'  rations  on  hand,  and  the  state  of 
the  funds.  I  also  request  the  number  of  men  belonging  to  the  com- 
mission to  whom  you  issue  supplies. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
Brevet  Major  U.  S.  A.j  4^.,  4^.,  4^. 

Lieut  O.  H.  TiLLINOHAST, 

Ist  Reg.  U.  S.  Artillery i  Quartemuuter  and  Cam*  U.  8.  B.  C. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

G.  CLINTON  GARDNER, 
Secretary  to  the  Chief  Astronomerj  4'^.,  ^. 


Frontera,  near  El  Paso,  Texas, 

December  4,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday,  requiring  of  me,  as  quartermaster  and  conmiissary  of  the 
United  States  boundary  commission,  a  report  of  the  number  of  servicea- 
ble animals,  wagons,  pack-saddles  and  rations  of  provisions  in  my  posses- 
sion belonging  to  the  commission.  Also  a  list  of  all  the  mea  to  wlpm 
I  issue  supplies,  and  a  statement  of  the  state  of  the  funds. 

Li  reply  I  submit  the  following  statement : 

I  have  now,  for  which  I  am  accountable,  by  purchase  and  otherwise, 
acquired  fifty-two  mules  and  three  horses  :  of  these  seven  mules  are 
absent  transporting  provisions  to  the  surveying  party  under  Lieutenant 
Whipple,  on  the  Rio  Gila,  and  eleven  are  with  the  two  parties  in  the 
field  on  the  Rio  Grande. 

I  have  also  fourteen  mule  wagons  in  good  order,  one  of  which  is  on 
the  Rio  Gila  and  two  on  the  Kio  Grande.  Also  ten  ox  wa^ns,  for 
which  I  am  responsible,  but  have  never  had  possession.  They  were 
turned  over  to  me  at  the  copper  mines  while  tihey  were  at  Socorro, 
below  El  Paso ;  they  are  stilt  there  in  charge  of  Mr.  Martin  Lijan. 
I  have  had  no  occasion  to  use  them,  and  would  recommend  that  tney 
be  sold. 

I  have  also  nineteen  pack-saddles,  all  of  which  I  believe  to  be  in 
good  order  and  serviceable. 

The  staple  articles  of  provision  on  hand  are  as  follows :  Of  pork, 
3,466  rations;  of  flour,  711  rations;  of  rice,  9,430  rations;  of  sugar, 
9,516  rations ;  Of  coffee,  8,383  rations ;  beef  cattle,  fifty  head. 

I  send  you  on  another  sheet  a  list  of  men  at  this  time  who  draw  sub- 
sistence from  my  department.  Also  the  number  of  men  on  the  Gila 
pities ;  their  names  have  not  been  furnislied  xne. 
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,  With  regard  to  the  state  of  the  funds,  I  understand  your  letter  to  call 
for  all  the  information  I  may  possess  in  reference  to  the  practicability 
of  supplying  my  department. 

My  transactions  in  the  funds  consist  of  three  drafts  dra^ni  on  the 
Q0cretary  of  the  Interior;  the  first  for  six  thousand  dollars  drawn  for 
the  payment  of  transportation  of  provisions  according  to  the  contracts 
of  Mr.  G.  F.  Bartlett,  the  former  commissary.  Another  for  five  thousand 
ddUars  was  drawn  in  favor  of  Mr.  C.  W.  Ogden,  from  whom  I  received 
that  amount  of  money.  This  money  I  received  in  July  last,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year  there  remained  in  n^ 
handiB,  as  appears  by  my  quarterly  account-current,  $423  34,  wbicn 
amount  h^s  since  been  very  nearly  expended.  I  am  not  abl^  at  this 
moment  to  state  the  exact  amount  that  has  been  expended  during  the 
present  quarter  of  the  $5,000.  I  turned  over  to  Lieutenant  Burnsides 
$1,350,  to  be  accounted  for  by  him. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  I  took  care  to  inform  the  department 
o£  tl)pse  drafts  immediately  after  making  them  (in  July  last,)  and  as 
yet  have  received  no  information  from  the  department  whether  they 
were  paid,  but  have  received  notice  from  another  source  that  they  were 
protested. 

Another  draft  for  $750  waB  made  for  the  purchase  of  flour:  this 
latter  is  still  in  this  country,  and  will  not  be  presented  for  payment ; 
consequently  the  flour  remains  to  be  paid  for. 

In  a  letter  dated  Copper  Mines,  September  1,  Mr.  Henry  Jacobs, 
agent  for  Mr.  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  informed  me  that  Mr.  Bart- 
lett had  placed  funds  in  his  hands,  with  instructions  to  furnish  me  any 
amount  I  might  require. 

Upon  the  credit  of  that  representation  I  proceeded  to  purchase  mules, 
and  borrow  money  for  the  purchase  of  flour  to  the  amount  of  81,290. 

Mr.  Jacobs  has  since  informed  me,  in  a  letter  of  which  I  have  already 
furnished  you  a  copy,  that  he  cannot  supply  me  with  any  money. 

He  also  informea  me,  officially,  in  the  same  letter,  that  the  drafb  of 
the  commissioner  are  not  honored  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

I  have  also  learned  that  Mr.  Bartlett  commenced  as  early  as  Sep- 
tember last  drawing  upon  "the  next  appropriation  which  may  be 
made,"  &c.  One  of  these  drafts  is  now  m  possession  of  Mr.  C.  W. 
White,  living  near  El  PaSo.  From  this  it  is  probable  that  the  appro- 
priation for  tne  fiscal  year  was  exhausted  some  months  since. 

My  department,  as  I  have  shown  above,  is  already  much  in  debt  on 
account  of  transportation  and  subsistence,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that 
some  means  should  be  devised  for  raising  funds  to  liquidate  debts  and 
for  the  payment  of  current  necessary  expenses. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  TILLINGHAST, 
First  TiU  \9t  Artillery t  Quartermaster  and  Commissary  U»  jS.  JB.  C 

Major  W.  H.  Emory, 

Tap.  Scientific  Corps^  ^c.^  4^.,  El  Paso. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

G.  CLINTON  GARDNER, 

Secrctanj  to  tKe  Chief  Astron^er*  - 
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Near  El  Paso,  December  18,  1851.  ^ 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  by  my  letter  on  the  8th  Decenjh-  ^ 
ber,  that  I  had  arrived  here  and  relieved  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D. 
Graham,  and  had  found  a  very  large  division  of  the  work,  the  survey 
of  the  Del  Norte,  from  tliis  place  to  its  mouth,  assigned  by  the  joint 
commission  specially  to  the  chief  astronomers  on  the  two  sides. 

I  have  organized  into  parties  all  persons  that  were  unoccupied  and 
sent  them  into  the  field,  so  that  there  is  not  now  one  unemployed  on 
this  division  of  the  work  except  those  on  the  sick-list. 

Owing  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  escort  to  protect  the  different  parties 
in  the  field,  and  also  for  the  pur|y>se  of  occupying  at  once  as  many 
astronomical  stations  as  I  can,  I  have  sent  Lieutenant  Mitchler,  corps 
of  topographical  engineers,  with  an  astronomical  and  surveying  jmrty,  to 
Eagle  Pass  (Fort  Duncan,)  to  work  under  the  protection  oi  trot  gar- 
rison. 

As  the  transportation  of  ^provisions  from  this  place  to  Fort  Duncan 
costs  more  than  the  price  of  the  provisions,  I  have  given  him  authority 
to  purchase  there;  and  have  authorized  him,  in  case  of  difficulty,  to 
correspond  upon  the  subject  of  provisions  directly  with  the  dep^tment ; 
or,  should  he  hear  that  the  commissioner  is  in  Washington,  to  corre- 
spond directly  with  him,  as  he  will,  in  point  of  time,  be  three  months 
nearer  Washington  than  I  am. 

Colonel  Graham  informed  me  application  had  been  made  for  a  com- 
pany of  troops  to  escort  the  different  parties  engaged  in  the  survey  of 
the  river.  I  hope  it  may  be  granted  immediately,  another  company 
being  necessary  to  give  protection  to  parties  now  in  the  field. 

Not  more  than  ten  can  work  to  advantage  in  the  same  neighborhood, 
and  these  ten  are,  when  engaged,  usually  separated,  and  form  Uttle 
protection  to  each  other  or  to  the  animals  which  they  have  to  keep 
with  them.  At  present  the  parties  are  engaged  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  settlements  in  this  valley,  but  a  fortnight  more  will  take  them 
beyond  support  from  these. 

Nothing  as  yet  has  been  beard  from  the  commissioner,  and  I  expect 
to  proceed  west  along  the  line  to  look  for  him  about  the  1st  of  January, 
as  soon  as  my  animals  are  recruited. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
Brecet  Major. 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Ihtefior, 


San  DnsGO,  California, 

February  1,  1852. 

Sir:  Fearing  IjUt  Mr.  Bartlett  may  not  come  to  this  place  as  he 
intended,  Colonel  traig  and  myself  have  determined  to  return  imme- 
diately to  the  Colorado,  complete  the  survey  of  the  Gila,  and  push  our 
way  through  the  hostile  tribes  of  Indians  to  El  Paso. 

I  shall  be  obliged  to  send  certified  accounts  of  the  necessary  expend- 
itures here  to  the  department  for  payment,    1  have  c^e&\Sc5  ^nqJA^^ 
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e^)enditures,  except  such  as  were  absolutely  necessary,  and  I  was 
sure  would  receive  the  sanction  of  the  commissioner. 

My  party  has  been  reduced  to  a  minimum  by  voluntary  resignations, 
so  that  our  return  will  be  at  trifling  expense. 

Lest  the  desertion  of  Colonel  Craig's  small  remnant  of  soldiers,  or 
some  other  unforeseen  accident,  should  compel  us  to  return  to  this  place, 
j^rmit  me  to  suggest  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  that  if  the  department  has 
orders  for  me,  their  reception  would  be  more  certain  if  directed  in 
duriBcate— one  copy  to  this  place,  one  to  El  Paso. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  A.  W.WHIPPLE, 

Lieut.  U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers. 
HoN^.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior^  4^.,  ^c.y  4^. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

June  28,  1850. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  conmiunica- 
tion  &om  John  R.  Bartlett,  esq.,  commissioner  to  run  and  mark  the 
boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  in  which  he  re- 
quests that  two  soldiers  (therein  named)  of  the  1st  regiment  and  Lieu- 
tenant T.  J.  Haines,  of  the  3d  regiment  of  artillery,  be  detailed  for 
duty  in  the  commission,  and  also  requesting  that  instructions  be  sent 
to  ^e  proper  officers  to  furnish  the  necessary  means  of  transportation 
to  Texana  and  Victoria,  in  Texas,  and  that  the  requisite  orders  be 
given  to  him  on  the  quartermasters  and  commissaries  of  subsistence 
on  the  route,  to  afibrd  the  commission  all  the  facilities  they  can  in  trans- 
portation and  provisions. 

I  have  to  request  that  the  commissioner's  wishes  my  be  compUed 
with. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  E WING,  Secretory. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 

July  27,  1850. 

Sir  :  As  the  commission  to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  line  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico  is  soon  to  proceed  to  tlie  field  of  its  la- 
bors, under  the  new  commissioner,  it  is  important  that  the  accounts  of 
John  B.  Weller,  esq.,  late  commissioner,  should  be  finally  adjusted 
and  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Weller  himself  is  becoming  Impatient  of  del|y,  and  at  his  in- 
stance I  have  to  request  that  you  will  take  such  stepS  as  are  necessary 
to  insure  their  speedy  settlement. 

Very,  &c., 

D.  C.  GODDARD. 

8.  JPlsasanton,  Esq.,  Fifth  Auditor. 
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Dbpartment  of  the  Ixterior, 

Avgtut  h  18^0. 

Sib:  In  a  letter  from  the  department,  bearing  date  of  June  19, 1850, 
you  were  informed  that  you  had  been  appointed  commissioner,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  for  running  and  marking  the  boundary  line 
eetween  the  United  States  and  the  republic  of  Mexico,  under  the  fifth 
article  of  the  tiieaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo* 

By  the  documents  in  this  department,  copies  of  which  have  been 

E^  iced  in  your  posseasioot  or  to  which  you  have  had  access,  you  will 
ve  perceived  that  that  portion  of  the  boundary  between  the  junction 
of  the  Gila  with  the  Gdlcmio  and  the  Pacific  ocean  has  already  been 
run  by  your  predecesiy.  By  the  same  documents  it  also  appears 
that  tke  joint  commission,  in  February  last,  mutually  agreed  to  sus- 

Esnd  their  operationst  and  meet,  on  the  first  day  of  November  next,  at 
1  Paso,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  resume  their  operations  westward 
firom  that  point. 

You  will,  therefore,  in  conformity  with  that  agreement,  proceed  with 
the  conmission  appointed  to  perform  the  duties  of  running  the  bound- 
ary mentioned  to  £1  Paso,  by  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  route, 
«o  as  to  reach  there  by  the  first  of  November. 

As  the  organization  of  the  commission,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  has  been  made  with  a  view  to  other  objects  beyond  that  of 
running  the  boundary,  it  becomes  necessary  to  csdl  your  attention  to 
Ae  duties  required. 

By  the  .«ixtn  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  provision  is 
made  for  the  collection  of  information  relative  to  the  construction  of  a 
**  road,  caAal,  or  railway,  .which  shall,  in  whole  or  in  part,  run  upon 
the  river  Gila,  or  upon  its  right  or  left  bank,  within  the  space  of  a  ma- 
rine league  from  either  margin  of  that  river."  And  that,  **  should  it 
be  found  practicable  and  advantageous  to  construct  such  a  road^  the 
governments  of  both  republics  will  form  an  agreement  regarding  its 
construction,  in  order  that  it  may  serve  equaUy  for  the  use  and  ad- 
vantage of  both  countries." 

As  the  examinations  to  be  made  and  the  information  to  be  collected, 
agreeably  to  this  article,  are  of  very  great  importance,  you  will  make 
rach  an  organization  of  parties  and  assign  to  them  such  duties  as  will 
be  productive  of  the  desired  result* 

The  boimdary  line  where  you  will  commence  your  labors  begins  at 
dbe  *'  point  where  the  Rio  Grande  strikes  the  southern  boundary  of 
New  Mexico;  thence  westwardly,  along  the  whole  southern  boundary  of 
New  Mexico,  (which  runs  north  of  the  town  called  Paso)  to  its  western 
termination ;  thence  northward,  along  the  western  line  of  New  Mexico, 
until  it  intersects  the  first  branch  of  the  river  Gila,  (or,  if  it  should  not 
intersect  any  branch  of  that  river,  then  to  the  point  on  the  said  line 
nearest  to  such  branch,  and  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the  same.") 

This  portion  of  the  line  can  only  be  ascertained  by  examinations 
and  surveys  upon  the  ground.  You  will,  however,  receive  important 
aid  in  the  determination  of  this  line,  as  the  treaty  expressly  declares 
that  "the  southern  and  western  limits  of  New  Mexico  mentioned  in 
this  artiRe  are  those  laid  down  on  the  maps  of  the  united  Mexican 
states  published  at  New  Yorki  in  1847,  by  J.D\al\mv&\^r  ^^^tX&&^ 
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copy  of  which  was  appended  to  the  treaty  bearing  the  signatures  and 
seals  of  the  plenipotentiaries.  You  are  furnished  with  a  certified  copy 
of  this  map. 

The  remainder  of  the  boundary  runs  along  the  middle  of  the  river 
Gila  and  the  Rio  Grande ;  of  the  former,  from  the  point  where  the 
western  Une  of  New  Mexico  intersects  it  to  its  junction  with  the  Colo- 
rado ;  and  the  latter,  from  the  point  intersected  by  the  southern  line  of 
New  Mexico,  near  El  Paso,  to  its  mouth. 

As  the  organization  of  the  commission  under  your  charge  has  been 
made  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  information  relative  to  the  country 
contiguous  to  the  boundary  line,  in  addition  to  the  running  of  that  line, 
it  is  desirable  that  you  should  avail  yours^of  every  opportunity 
afforded  by  your  passage  through  the  unexplored  regions  of  Texas, 
New  Mexico,  and  California  to  acquire  information  as  to  its  geography, 
national  history,  &c^,  when  it  can  be  obtained  without  retarding  the 
pro^'ess  of  the  boundary  survey.  You  are,  therefore,  at  Kberty  to 
dend  out  exploring  parties,  when  not  otherwise  employed  on  the  sur- 
vey of  the  line,  to  examine  the  country  north  of  the  Gila,  as  well  as 
on  either  side  of  the  Rio  Gmnde,  for  the  above  and  kindred  purposes* 

It  is  stated,  on  the  authority  of  persons  who  have  traversed  the 
country  near  the  river  Gila,  that  during  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
summer  there  is  neither  e^rass  nor  water  to  be  obtained.  Should  the 
commission  be  in  this  region  at  this  season,  it  may  be  compelled  to  sus- 
pend its  operations.  In^uch  an  event  your  party  may  be  usefully  em- 
ployed in  geographical  and  scientific  explorations  in  tne  regions  before 
alluded  to. 

The  collection  of  information  relative  to  the  precious  metals,  quick- 
silver, and  the  various  minerals,  ores,  and  other  substances  useful  in 
the  arts,  is  very  desirable.  In  reference  to  the  existence  and  localities 
of  these,  as  well  as  the  locations  of  mines  formerly  worked  by  the 
early  settlers  in  CaUfornia  and  Ne\^  Mexico,  and  since  abandoned,  ow- 
ing to  the  incursions  of  the  Indians  or  other  causes,  you  will  do  all  in 
your  power  to  acquire  information  as  far  as  you  may  be  able,  withcMit 
unpeuing  the  main  objects  of  the  commission. 

After  you  have  traced  the  boundary  to  the  junction  of  the  Gila  with 
the  Colorado,  you  will  be  compelled  to  retrace  your  steps  to  El  Paso« 
Before  doing  this,  as  you*  will  possess  many  facilities  for  the  purpose, 
you  are  at  lioerty  to  proceed  up  the  Colorado  river,  and  make  such  ex- 
plorations as  your  time  and  facilities  will  permit,  provided  the  boundary 
survey  is  not  arrested  in  so  doing. 

The  discovery  of  more  practicable  routes  through  California  for  emi- 
grants, is  desirable.  The  present  routes,  by  way  of  the  Great  Salt 
lake  and  the  river  Gila,  are  attended  with  many  difficulties.  If  a  por^ 
tiorf  of  the  commission  can  be  spared,  with  an  adequate  escort  to  seek 
such  routes,  while  it  is  in  their  vicinity  you  are  at  hberty  to  emjdoy 
them. 

As  it  is  indispensable  that  each  government  should  be  furnished  with  a 
full  and  circumstantial  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners, 
they  will  doubtless  order  such  to  be  kept  in  dupUcate.  This  duty  will 
devolve  upon  the  clerks  or  secretaries  appointed  on  both  siflbs,  who 
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will  be  responsible  fbr  the  accuracy  of  such  records,  and  ftr  their  safer^ 
delivery,  properly  certified,  to  the  respective  govemmeiits,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  commission. 

As  soon  £fe  the  boundary  shall  have  been  ascertained  and  marked^ 
you  will  cause  a  true  and  accurate  map  to  be  made  of  the  country 
through  which  it  passes,  in  its  entire  extent.  A  duplicate  copy  of  said 
map,  certified  by  the  commissioners  and  surveyors  on  both  sides,  should 
accompany  the  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commission. 

The  joint  report  or  declaration  by  the  commissioners  "of  the  final 
result  agreed  upon  by  them,"  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty,  will 
also  be  transmitted  to  the  department,  to  be  filed  with  the  journal  or 
record  of  their  proce^ings  and  the  maps. 

Your  salary  as  commissioner,  which  has  been  fixed  by  Congress  at 
three  thousand  dollars,  will  commence  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  June» 
1850,  the  day  of  your  appointment  by  the  President,  when  you  were^ 
ordered  to  report  yourself  fiir  duty  to  this  department.  Under  the 
head  of  contingent  expenses  of  the  commission  will  be  embraced  your 
reasonable  personal  and  travelling  expenses  while  in  service,  and  t^iosct 
of  the  principal  surveyor,  chief  astronomer,  and  other  officers  of  the 
topographical  engineers  and  navy  who  may  be  detailed  to  assist  yoa 
in  the  field  or  otherwise,  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  assistant  surveyors 
and  draughtsmen,  chain-carriers,  mechanics,  laborers,  cooks,  servants, 
and  guides,  and  the  incidental  and  necessary  expenses  of  exploring  pari- 
ties, the  pay  and  subsistence  of  secretaries,  surgeon,  quartermaster,  com- 
missary assistants,  and  clerks ;  the  purchase  of  an  outfit,  including  horses,^ 
mules,  tents  and  camp  equipage,  arms  and  ammunition,  books  and 
stationery,  instruments,  medical  stores,  boats,  mechanics'  tools,  wagons 
and  vehicles  for  the  transportation  of  the  commission  and  its  stores  by 
sea  or  otherwise,  the  purchase  of  articles  for  presents  to,  or  traffic  with 
the  Indians,  clothing  for  the  men,  (to  be  repaid  by  them,)  and  the  pur- 
chase and  fixing  of  monuments- to  mark  the  boundary  fine. 

Of  all  these  expenses  you  will  keep  a  regular  account,  which,  to- 
gether with  the  necessary  vouches,  you  will  render  and  transmit  Quar- 
terly to  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  settlement.  And  to  meet 
the  same,  as  likewise  the  payment  of  the  salaries,  you  will  from  time  ' 
to  time,  as  occasion  may  require,  dra^  upon  the  department,  taking 
care  not  to  exceed  in  the  amount  dfawn  at  any  one  time,  the  sum 
which  will  be  required  to  meet  the  necessary  and  actual  expenses  of 
the  commission.  You  will  be  charged  exclusively  w^ith  the  disburse- 
ment of  the  money  appropriated  to  pay  the  expense  of  the  commission. 

As  soon  as  the  commission  is  filled  you  will  transmit  to  this  depart'^ 
ment  a  Ust  containing  the  names  of  the  several  persons  com(|psing  i^ 
the  nature  of  the  duties  assigned  to  each  individual,  and  the  compen-* 
sation  allowed  to  them  respectively,  and  will  also,  from  time  to  time, 
inform  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  any  change  which  you  may,  by 
circumstances,  be  induced  to  make  in  its  organization. 

In  organizing  for  duty,  you  are  referred  for  any  information  which 
you  may  deem  necessary,  to  Andrew  B.  Gray,  esq.,  who  has  been  ap- 

K anted  surveyor  under  the  treaty,  and  to  Brevet  Lieut  Colonel  John 
cClellan,  of  the  topographical  engineers,  whom  the  President  has  de- 
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signated  as  ^' chief  astronomer  and  head  of  the  topographical  scientific- 
corps  of  the  commission/' 

Very,  &c.,  D.  C.  GODDARD, 

Secretary  ad  interim. 
John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

CommissioneTj  4^-,  New  Torh 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

August  10,  1850. 

Sir:  Enclosed  I  transmit  a  copy  of  the  instructions  forwarded  to 
you  firom  this  department,  on  the  29th  of  ApriUast,  accompanied  by 
copies  of  the  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Colonel  J,  J.  Abert, 
explanatory  of  the  orders  given  you  by  the  War  Department  to  report 
to  General  Riley. 

You  will  perceive  that  it  was  not  intended  that  you  should  obey  the 
cnrders  of  the  War  Department,  until  you  had  complied  with  the  prior 
instructions  sent  to  you  from  this  department. 

In  a  few  days,  when  the  appropriation  for  the  service  upon  which 
you  are  engaged  shall  have  been  passed  by  Congress,  funds  will  be 
remitted  to  you  in  accordance  with  your  request. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  forward  to  the  department  a  statement  of  the 
expenses  which  you  have  incurred,  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  to 
which  you  have  been  assigned,  in  order  that  the  actual  Eunount  required 
to  dejQray  them  may  be  transmitted  to  you  as  early  as  practicable. 

Very,  &c., 

D.  C.  GODDARD, 

Secretary  ad  interim. 

Brevet  Major  W.  H.  Emorit , 

Z7.  5.  Topographical  Engineers^  San  Diego,  California. 

P.  S. — ^It  is  recjuisite  that  Mi:.  Gray  should  receive  from  you  the 
necessary  instructions  to  enable  himgp  receive  such  drafts  as  may  be 
transnitted  by  the  department  during  your  absence,  with  a  view  to  the 
proper  disbursement  of  the  money. 

•  D.  C.  GODDARD. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

August  10,  1S60. 
Sir:  Referring  you  to  my  letter  of  this  date,  I  would  remark  that, 
upon  further  reflection,  and  with  the  view  of  preventing  any  further  in- 
opnvenionce  consequent  upon  a  delay  of  the  passage  of  an  appropria- 
tion by  Congress,  I  am  of  opinion  thai  it  would  be  advisable,  and  you 
are  authorized,  to  negotiate  your  drafts  upon  the  department,  in  order 
to  meet  the  most  pressing  Uabilities  which  you  have  incurred,  in  the 
prosecutioa^f  your  duties  in  the  Mexican  boundary  commission. 

Very,  &c., 

D.  C.  GODDARD, 

Secretary  dd  interim. 
Brevet  Major  W.  H.  Emort, 

Urn  S.  Topographical  Engineers^  San  Diego,  California. 
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Department  or  the  Interior, 

•  September  16,  1850. 

Sir  :    I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  yon  will  cause  this  depart- 
ment to  be  furnished  with  a  certified  copy  of  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  the  republic  of  Mexico,  concluded  at  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo  on  the  2d  of  Februaryj§L848,  together  with  a  certified  copy  of 
the  map  attached  thereto. 

Verv  &c* 

'  ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Departbcent  of  the  Interior, 

September  11,  1860. 

Sir:    In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  I  have  to  state  that  I 

Serceive  no  objection  to  the  allowance  in  the  accounts  of  Commissioner 
ohn  B.  Weller,  of  the  charges  for  commutation  for  personal  expenses, 
and  transportation  from  California,  as  specified  by  you. 

Commissioner  Weller's  salary  terminated  on  the  day  on  which  he 
delivered  to  Brevet  Major  Emory  the  books,  papers,  &c.,  of  the  com- 
missidn.  This  date  is  not  precisely  shown  by  the  papers  received  at 
this  department,  but  it  seems  to  be  as  late,  at  least,  as  the  31st  of  March 
last,  as  stated  by  him. 

Very,  &c., 

D.  C.  GODDARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 
S.  Pleasonton,  Esq., 

Fifth  Auditor. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

September  18,  1850. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  31st 
idtimo,  I  enclose  herewith  a  certified  copy  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  unable  to  furnish  you  with  a  copy 
of  the  maps  referred  to,  having  none  in  his  office;  but  it  is  supposed 
that  the  copy  in  your  possession,  together  with  the  treaty,  will  be  suffi- 
cient for  your  purposes. 

It  is  expected  that  your  communications  with  the  department  will 
be  as  frequent  as  the  means  of  conveyance  will  admit,  and  you  are  re- 
quested to  keep  me  advised  of  the  direction  which  must  be  given  to 
my  despatches  m  order  that  they  may  not  fail  to  reach  you. 

Verv  &c 

'aLEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 
John  R.  Babtlett,  Esq.i 

Commitnoner,  ^. 


Depaiit]||;bnt  of  the  Interior, 
4  October  8,  1860. 

Sir  :  I  Lave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  July 
25 J  1850,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  you  to  Major  Emory, 
in  date  July  13,  a  copy  of  Major  Emory's  answer  to  the  same,  and  a 
copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  you  tQ||Major  Emory,  in  date  July  16, 
1860. 
^      The  causes  which  have  prevented  the  department  from  forwarding 
money  to  Major  Emory  for  defrajring  the  expenses  of  that  portion  of 
the.  boundary  commission  stationed  upon  the  Pacific  terminus  of  the 
[   line,  you  are  doubtless  already  acquainted  with ;  but  now  an  appropria- 
1   tion  for  a  continuation  of  the  survey  has  been  granted  by  Clonffress, 
'  this  department  will  immediately  take  measures  to  place  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  Major  Emory  a  sum  sufficient  to  hquidate  the  debts  already  con- 
tracted, and  to  effect  the  transfer  of  those  yet  remaining  at  San  Diego 
to  El  Paso,  the  new  point  of  departure,  as  estabUshed  by  the  joint 
conmiission.  • 

I  learn  witt  regret  that  you  should  feel  dissatisfied  with  the  exercise 
of  authority  by  Major  W.  H.  Emory,  while  in  performance  of  the  duties 
which  devolved  upon  him  in  the  absence  of  tne  commissioner;  a  con- 
tingency which  was  not  anticipated  or  provided  for  in  the  treaty,  in 
the  fulfilment  of  which  the  office  of  surveyor  was  enacted. 

The  office  of  surveyor,  and  that  of  cnief  astronomer,  are  by  their 
nature  distinct;  and  whUe  the  common  superior,  the  commissioner,  is 
present,  it  is  almost  impossible  that  they  should  conflict  As  the  de- 
partment understands  it,  the  duty  of  chief  astronomer  is  to  determine 
the  initial  and  intermediate  astronomical  points,  while  that  of  the  sur- 
veyor is  to  ran  the  boundary  line  between  such  points,  each  acting  under 
the  direction  of  the  commissioner,  their  common  superior. 

As  you  suggest,  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo 
requires  the  appointment  of  a  surveyor  to  mark  and  define  the  bound- 
ary line,  and  that  the  presence  of  such  surveyor  is  necessaiy  to  due 
fulfilment  of  its  stipulations. 

A  commissioner  is  also  required  by  the  same  treaty,  which  fact 
would  cause  a  necessity  that  the  duties  should  be  fulfilled  when  left 
temporarily  vacant  by  the  recall  of  the  Honorable  Mr.  WeUer. 

Your  position  being  clearly  defined  by  treaty,  and  by  the  Executive, 
tP  be  that  of  surveyor,  the  circumstances  of  the  case  pointed  clearly  to 
the  temporary  assignment  of  the  duties  which  would  pertain  to  the 
oommissioner,  when  present,  to  the  officer  next  to  him  in  rank  and 
tothority,  whose  duties  were  not  specified  by  treaty  or  by  law;  and 
although  the  department,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  did 
not  deem  it  advisable  or  necessary  to  concede  to  Major  Emory  an  act- 
ing appointment  as  conmiissioner,  yet  his  performance  of  the  duties 
yet  uncompleted  at  the  adjournment  of  the  commission  would  have 
given  the  joint  labors  of  the  scientific  officers  of  the  two  republics  the 
authenticity  required  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  the  treaty. 

The  officje  of  commissioner  and  surveyor  bestowed  on  one  and  the 

same  person  is  incompatible  with  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  while 

the  pi^rtbrmance  of  each  duty  was  required.     The  department,  there- 

£?re,  considered  It  advisable  that  the  temporary  duty  of  conunissioner 


S.  Doc.  119.  tIS 

should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Major  W.  H.  Emory,  whose  milkary 
knowledge,  high  standing  in  the  anny  as  a  scientific  officer,  previous 
acquaintance  with  the  country  to  be  traversed,  pointed  to  him  as^  the 
most  appropriate  person,  especially  when  by  so  doing  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  withdraw  him  from  duties  to  which  he  had  been  assigned  by 
law, 

I  am  assured  that  you  will  recognise  the  necessity  of  a  single  head 
in  an  expedition  such  as  that  upon  which  you  are  employed,  and  that 
in  the  temporary  assignment  of  the  duties  of  commissioner,  and  their 
performance,  neither  this  department  nor  Major  Emory  were  actuated 
oy  any  desire  to  depreciate  the  very  responsible  position  which  you 
hold. 

I  am,  &c*, 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Stcretary^ 
A-  B.  Gray,  Esq.,  V.  S.  Surveyor^ 

Mexican  Boundary  Commimon. 


^  Department  of  the  Interior, 

October  10,  1850. 
Sir  :  By  recent  advices  from  the  commission  to  run  and  mark  the 
boundary  Une  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  under  the  treaty 
of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  I  learn  that  the  health  of  Brevet  Lieutenant 
Colonel  J.  McClellan,  topographical  engineers,  attached  to  that  service, 
is  such  as  to  render  his  recall  necessary. 

I  therefore  propose  to  reUeve  him  from  that  duty,  and  order  him  to 
report  at  this  department;  and.  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  Brevet 
Major  W.  H.  Emory,  United  States  topographical  engineers,  may  be 
again  transferred  to  that  service,  that  he  may  occupy  the  position  from 
which  he  was  relieved  at  his  own  request.'  I  presume  that  under  ex- 
isting circumstances  an  order  to  that  effect  will  not  be  disagreeable  to 
Major  Emory,  while  it  wiU  add  much  to  the  eflSciency  of  the  commis- 
sion. 

An  early  answer  is  desired,  as  it  is  important  that  despatches  be  sent 
to  Major  Emory  by  the  steamer  which  leaves  New  York  to-morrow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 
Hon.  G.  M.  GoNRAD, 

Secretary  of  War* 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

October  10,  1850. 

Sir  :  At  the  request  of  Lieutenant  J.  G.  Strain,  United  States  navy, 
attached  to  the  boundary  commission,  and  as  an  act  of  justice  to  your- 
self, I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  charges  preferred  by  that  d£cet 
against  youHdelfl 
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Mr,  Commissioner  Bardett  will  communicate  to  you  the  orders  of 
this  department  consequent  upon  those  charges. 

Respectfully,  &c,, 

A.  H.  H.  STUART,  Secretary. 
Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  J.  McClel£«an, 

U*  S.  Topographical  Engineers^  Boundary  Commission* 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

October  10,  1850. 

Sir  :  It  having  been  reported  to  this  department  that  the  habits  of 
Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  McClellan,  United  States  topographical 
engineers,  now  attached  to  the  boundary  survey  as  chief  astronomer, 
are  so  bad  as  to  render  his  continuance  in  the  expedition  a  source  of 
discredit  to  the  government  and  country,  you  are  hereby  directed  to 
take  measures  to  cause  him  to  return,  and  report  himseU*  at  this  de* 
partment. 

For  various  reasons  connected  with  this  unfortunate  contingency,  the 
department  would  prefer  that  Colonel  McClellan  should  return  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  wound  as  little  as  possible  the  hia^-toned  and  g^ende* 
manly  corps  of  which  he  is  a  member;  you  will,  therefore,  permit  him 
to  leave  the  commission  on  the  score  of  his  illness — ^an  account  of  which 
has  already  reached  this  department. 

Should  he,  however,  refuse  to  avail  himself  of  this  privilege,  you 
will  relieve  him  from  the  duties  of  astronomer,  which  you  will  tempora- 
rily assign  to  the  United  States  topographical  engineer  next  below  him 
in  rank  until  the  arrival  of  M^or  Emory,  to  whom  the  office  has  been 
assigned  by  the  President. 

At  the  same  time  that  you  withdraw  him  from  his  position  in  the 
survey,  should  he  ngt  return  voluntarily,  you  will  also  officially  inform 
him  that  a  report  has  be^n  lodged  against  him  at  this  department  for 
habitual  drunkenness  and  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gende- 
man ;  and  that  these  charges  will  be  preferred  if  he  refuses  to  resign  the 
position  which  he  now  holds  in  the  commission. 

As  you  may  readily  understand,  it  is  no  wish  of  this  department  to 
interfere  in  a  subject  so  foreign  to  its  ordinary  duties  as  to  bring  to 
punishment  an  officer  in  the  army,  yet  it  cannot  consent  that  the  inter- 
ests of  the  commission  and  the  credit  of  the  country  should  suffer  by 
an  ill-directed  clemency  and  morbid  sympathy  for  one  who,  according 
to  reports  already  received,  has  brought  his  misfortune  on  himself  by 
hia  imprudence. 

Verv  &c. 

'  ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART,  Secretary. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

C7.  S.  Commissioner^  4^.,  4^.,  El  Paso. 
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Departmbnt  of  the  Interior, 

October  10,  1850. 

Sir:  As  it  is  probable  that  Lieutenant  J.  G,  Strain,  United  States 
navy,  now  under  the  orders  of  this  department  and  attached  to  the 
boundary  commission,  will  be  ordered  on  special  service  at  the  mouth 
of  the  GUa,  and  will  require  some  of  the  instruments  now  in  possession 
of  Brevet  Captain  Hardcastle,  I  have  to  request  that,  in  case  his  own 
eflSciency  will  not  be  impaired  thereby,  you  will  direct  that  the  follow- 
ing instruments  be  placed  in  charge  of  some  responsible  person  at  San 
Diego,  subject  to  the  order  of  Lieutenant  Strain,  or  of  this  department, 
viz: 

(I  copy  from  the  list  furnished  by  Captain  H.) 

1  sextant,  1776,  Gambey,  or  T.  &  S.,  1000 ; 

1  syphon  barometer; 

1  fifty*ibot  chain  and  marking-pins ; 

1  artificial  horizon  and  box  of  mercury ; 

1  observing  lantern; 

1  pocket  chronometer,  (sidereal ;) 

1  prismatic  compass; 

1  parallel  ruler ; 
20  sheets  chronometer  recording  paper ; 

1  theodolite,  (Ertee,  Munich.) 

Upon  a  comparison  of  Captain  Hardcasde's  list  with  that  of  the 
instruments  in  possession  of  Lieutenant  Whipple,  I  find  that  Lieutenant 
W,  has  duplicates  of  those  selected  above ;  but  if  you  think  those  in 
possession  of  Brevet  Captain  Hardcasde  cannot  be  spared,  you  will 
act  accordingly. 

I  am,  &c«, 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART,  Secretary. 
Brevet  Major  W.  H.  Emory, 

V.  S.  Top.  Engineers^  San  DiegOj  Califomia. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 

October  17,  1860. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  day  received  a  commfcication  from  Messrs.  C.  S. 
Todd  and  Robert  B.  Campbell,  members  of  the  commission  recently 
appointed  to  negotiate  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes  in  New  Mexico ; 
and,  in  compUance  with  their  wishes,  have  the  honor  to  request  that 
orders  may  be  issued  to  furnish  suitable  arms  for  the  commission,  and 
that  General  Brooke  be  directed  to  provide  an  escort  from  San  An- 
tonio to  El  Paso ;  that  the  quartermaster  at  San  Antonio  be  directed  to 
furnish  tents  and  other  necessary  camp  equipase ;  and  that  the  com- 
missary be  directed  to  supply  the  commission  with  provisions  at  govern- 
ment prices. 

The  orders  above  enumerated  being  fl^emed  absolutely  necessary 
to  the  successful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  commission,  I  rejpect- 
fully  ask  that  they  be  issued  and  transmitted  to  Messrs.  Toda  and 
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Campbell,  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  where  they  expect  to  arrive  in 
a  few  days. 

Very,  &c., 

WILL.  A.  GRAHAM, 

Acting  Secretary. 

To  the  Secrbtary  of  War. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

October  17,  1850. 

Sir:  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  having  been  indicated  by 
the  General-in-Chief  and  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War  as  a  suitable 
officer  to  relieve  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  McClellan  from  service  on 
the  Mexican  boundary  commission,  and  it  being  desirable  that  he  should 
at  once  proceed  to  join  ihe  commission,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that 
the  necessary  orders  to  that  effect  may  be  given  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Graham. 

Very,  &c., 

WILL.  A.  GRAHAM, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Col.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Carps  Topographical  Engineers. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 
Washington,  October  23,  1860. 

^ir:  You  will  immediately  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
assigned  to  you  by  this  department,  which  are  described  in  the  instruc- 
tions of  this  date  addressed  to  John  II.  Bartlett,  esq..  United  States 
commissioner  for  the  demarcation  of  the  boundary  under  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo.  You  will  look  into  the  state  of  the  astronomipal 
and  surveying  apparatus,  as  far  as  the  files  of  this  office  will  afford  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  and  you  will  submit  to  the  department  your 
views  in  regard  to  any  fu^her  supplies  that  may  be  necessary  in  that 
department  of  the  equipment.  W  hen  this  shall  have  been  completed, 
ypu  will  join  the  con^mission  in  the  field. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Bartlett 
herein  referred  to,  on  the  subject  of  your  assignment  for  duty  on  the 
Itoundary  service,  by  which  he  and  you  will  be  governed. 

Very,  &c., 

A.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 

Bvt.  Lt.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 

U.  S.  Top.  Eng.j  attached  to  the  U.  S.  and  M.  B.  C. 
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Department  op  the  Interior, 
Washington,  October  23,  1860. 

Sir:  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  James  D.  Graham,  of  the  corps  of 
topographical  engineers,  having  been  detailed  by  the  President  as  prin- 
cipal astronomer  and  head  ol  the  scientific  corps  on  the  part  ot  the 
United  States,  to  assist  you  in  running,  tracing,  and  marking  the  line  of 
boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  under  the  fifth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  he  will  be  received  and  recognised 
in  that  capacity.  He  will  meet  with  the  joint  commission  of  the  two 
governments,  and  will  aid  you  in  digesting  and  arranging  (in  concur* 
rence  with  the  Mexican  commissioner  and  his  associates)  tne  plan  of 
operations  in  the  field,  (taking  care  to  observe  the  terms  of  the  treaty,^ 
and  in  organizing  parties  and  giving  the  necessary  directions  to  sobor* 
dinates. 

It  appears  to  this  department  that  a  reorganization  of  the  scientific  corps,, 
on  our  side,  is  desirable ;  and  it  is  recommended  to  you  that  this  should 
take  place  as  soon  as  practicable,  in  accordance  with  such  joint  under- 
standmg  between  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  and  yourself  as  will  tend  to 
promote,  in  the  best  manner,  the  progress  of  the  important  work  before 
you,  and  to  bring  it  to  as  early  a  completion  as  practicable.  With  this 
view,  and  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  system  of  responsibility  and 
disciphne  throughout,  it  is  recommended  that  the  scientific  corps  on  our 
side  be  placed  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Graham,  to  receive  from  him  such  written  and  verbal  instructions  as  he 
may  deem  necessary  to  a  full  understanding  of  the  duties  to  be  per- 
foiTned  on  all  parts  of  the  work,  and  that  all  reports  fiom  the  hea«s  of 
parties  be  maxle  to  him  from  time  to  time,  as  he  may  direct  y  and  he 
will  be  required  to  report  to  you,  as  often  as  you  may  desire,  all  oper- 
ations and  their  progress,  and  he  will  be  held  responsible  to  you  for  the 
successful  prosecution  of  the  scientific  department  of  the  work. 
Should  doubts  arise  between  yourself  and  the  Mexican  commission  as 
to  the  proper  location  of  any  part  or  parts  of  the  boundary  described 
in  tl.e  treaty.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  will  be  required  to  cause  to 
be  surveyed  any  route,  line,  or  lines  that  you  may  deem  necessary  to 
elucidate  and  satisfy  your  mind  in  relation  to  any  such  questions,  and 
to  make  report  to  you  thereon,  accompanied  by  such  plans  or  drawings 
as  you  may  deem  necessary.  For  the  accuracy  and  faithful  execution 
of  these  duties  he  will  be  held  responsible  to  you,  as  the  commissioner 
of  the  Unitecl  States. 

The  head  of  the  scientific  corps  will  be  allowed  a  clerk,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  himself,  who  will  receive  $1,000  (one  thousand  dollars)  per 
annum,  and  such  subsistence  and  transportation  or  mileage  as  may  be 
allowed  to  lieutenants  attached  to  the  commission. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  May  15,  1850,  providfes,  that  if  the  duty  of 
astronomer  be  performed  by  an  officer  of  the  army,  his  pay  shall  be  in- 
creased to  the  sum  of  three  thousand,  dollars  per  annum.  Congress, 
no  doubt,  thought  proper  to  allow  this  additional  compensation  in  con- 
sideration of  the  laborious  and  responsible  duties  devolving  upon  that 
officer.  On  reference  to  the  law,  it  is  found  that  the  pay  of'Lieutenant 
Colonel  Graham  ^e  being  paid  according  to  his  rank, as  major  of  to^jo^ 
graphical  engineers)  is  sixty  dollars  per  mouOi|  or  seNeiL\i>xa!ix^^^d5i^ 
*  7"  ■**  ** 
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twenty  dollars  per  annum.  He  will,  therefore,  be  entitled  to  receive 
from  the  appropriation  for  the  running  and  marking  this  boundary  line 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  per  annum, 
and  in  that  proportion  from  the  time  he  may  receive  his  orders  from 
this  department,  and  he  will  be  allowed  ten  cents  per  mile  for  his 
transportation  while  travelling  on  duty  connected  with  the  commission* 
For  these  allowances  he  will  be  athorized  to  draw  on  you  or  on  this 
department,  payable  in  Washington,  as  he  may  prefer.  Hia  personal 
expenses  will  be  allowed  him  in  addition,  as  have  been  or  may  be 
allowed  to  other  officers  of  the  commission,  due  regard  being  had  to 
his  rank. 

f  When  the  field  duties  shall  be  completed,  or  at  any  time  it  may 
be  found  absolutely  necessary  to  suspend  them,  owing  to.hnpedi- 
ments  of  chmate,  &c.,  the  plotting  and  drawing  of  the  maps  wul  be 
prosecuted  under  the  direction  of  the  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  and 
under  your  general  supervision,  in  co-operation  with  the  Mexican  com* 
missioner  and  his  scientific  corps.  The  selection  of  the  draughtsman 
and  the  other  members  of  the  scientific  corps  on  our  side  to  be  approved 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  and  yourself,  due  regard  being  had  to 
their  scientific  qualifications. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  maps  showing  the  boundary,  as  marked 
and  agreed  upon  by  yourself  and  the  Mexican  commissioner  and  the 
surveyors  on  both  sides,  be  drawn  on  a  scale  of  t^I ^  on  a  series  of 
sheets  of  what  is  called  double-elephant  drawing  paper ;  the  whole, 
when  completed,  to  be  signed  by  the  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  be- 
fore being  authenticated  by  the  commissioners,  as  is  required  by  the 
treaty. 

In  addition  to  this  series,  to  be  bound  up  in  one  or  more  volumes,  as 
may  be  found  convenient,  such  locaUties  as  it  maybe  deemed  important  to 
lay  down  in  more  minute  detail  may  be  drawn  on  a  scale  not  exceed- 
ing Wvvf  8J^d  a  general  map  should  be  constructed  of  the  whole  bound- 
ary in  two  or  more  sheets,  on  a  scale  of  about  1  inch  to  10  miles,  or 

The  head  of  the  scientific  corps  will  have  the  custody  of  the  astro- 
nomical and  surveying  instruments  and  apparatus,  for  which  he  will 
be  responsible  to  this  department,  and  he  will  be  charged  with  their 
distribution  to  the  assistants  and  surveyors  as  he  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  performance  of  their  duties,  they  being  accountably  to  him  for 
the  same. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant,  \ 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary, 
John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

£7.  5.  Commmionery  Ifc.y  ^.,  El  Paso* 


Department  of  the  Interiob, 

October  23,  1850. 

Sir:  Your  letter  enclosing  receipts  firom  Lieutenant  Whipple,  Brevet 
Captain  Hardcastle,  and  Dr.  C.  C.  Parry,  for  instrunjents  which  have 
b€&^  transferred  by  you,  has  been  received.  '  ^ 
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Referring  to  some  of  your  former  despatches,  it  appears  to  the  depart- 
ment that  the  laudable  anxiety  expressed  hy  you  relative  to  the  future 
position  of  Dr.  C.  C.  Parry  in  the  commission,  is  scarce  well-founded, 
as  Mr.  Bartlett  could  never  have  intended  to  exclude  him  from  the 

5 arty,  or  displace  any  member  who  may  have  faithfully  discharged  his 
uties  to  the  government,  under  all  the  disadvantageous  circumstances 
which  have  marked  the  progress  of  the  commission  on  the  Pacific  end 
of  the  line. 

Of  this  you  may  assure  the  niembers  of  the  corps  who  yet  remain 
with  you;  meanwhile  this  department  will  make  it  the  subject  of  a 
special  communication  to  the  commissioner. 

In  reference  to  your  joining  the  headquarters  of  the  10th  military 
department,  this  department  has  communicated  with  the  War  Depart- 
ment on  the  subject,  and  no  change  has  been  made  in  the  orders  jfvhi^h 
were  last  communicated  to  you.  You  will,  therefore,  after  having 
transacted  the  necessary  business  of  the  commission  at  San  Diego,  turn 
over  as  speedily  as  possible  sufficient  funds  and  the  property  of  the 
commission  to  the  United  States  surveyor,  who,  with  the  whole  party 
belonging  to  the  commission,  subject  to  your  orders,  will  proceed  by 
the  shortest  route  to  El  Paso,  where  he  will  report  himself  to  the  com- 
missioner, Mr.  J.  R.  Bartlett. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 
Brevet  Major  \V.  H.  Emory, 

U.  S.  Top.  Eng.,  San  Diego. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

October  23,  185$. 

Sir:  In  a  letter  of  this  date  to  Brevet  Major  W.  H.  Emory,  I  have 
directed  that  officer  to  turn  over  to  you  as  speedily  as  possible,  after 
he  shall  have  transacted  the  necessary  business  of  the  commission  at 
San  Diego,  sufficient  funds  and  the  property  of  the  commission,  when 
you  will,  with  the  whole  paity  belonging  to  the  commission,  proceed 
by  the  shortest  route  to  El  Paso,  where  you  will  report  to  Mr.  J.  R. 
Bartlett,  commissioner. 

Cofisldering  the  great  length  of,  time  which  is  required  in  crossing 
Aie  Isthjaaus,  and  the  dangers  to  which  you  would  be  exposed  in  cross- 
ing the  country  tlirough  Texas,  I  recommend  that  you  should  proceed 
overland  through  Mexico,  or  up  the  valley  of  the  Gila. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  commissioner  and  main  body  of  the  party, 
with  the  escort,  have  in  all  probability  already  progressed  be3'ond  the 
white  settlements  of  Texas,  and  that  very  great  difficulty  would  be 
experienced  in  obtaining  for  you  a  proper  escort,  which  the  hostility  of 
the  In4ian9*  of  Texas  makes  a  matter,  of  necessity  at  this  time. 

Upon  inquiry,  it  cannot  be  learned  that  any  train  or  escort  will  leave 
San  Antonio,  after  you  could  possibly  arrive  there,  for^l  Paso,  until 
next  spring.  ^ 

Being  well  aware  of  the  time  appointed  for  meetov^  ijaa  '^Veik.^'vi 
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commissIoKi  at  £1  Paso,  it  would  be  superfluous  to  suggest  to  yotr  aO 
baste  compatible  with  the  safety  of  your  party  and  their  instruments- 
Your  further  instructions  you  will  receive  from  Mr.  Bartlett. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary^ 
A.  B.  Gbay,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Surveyor  M.  B.  C  ^  San  Diego. 


^  Depabtment  of  the  Interior, 

Washington^  November  15,  1850. 
<Bi»:  You  will  please  turn  over  to  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.- 
Graham, United  States  army,  all  the  chronometers  and  astronomical 
aftd  surveying  instruments  and  apparatus  now  in  your  possession,  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  boundary  service,  and  take  his  receipts  ia 
duplicate  for  the  same,  one  of  which  you  will  keep,  and  forward  the 
other  to  this  department.  If  any  of  these  instruments  are  now  in  Bos- 
ton, New  York,  or  Philadelphia,  you  will  please  turn  them  over  to  the 
following-named  persons,  to  be  subject  to  the  order  of  Brevet  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Graham,  so  taking  and  forwarding  their  receipts  for  the 
same  as  above  mentioned,  namely :  At  Boston,  to  Messrs.  William  Bond 
&  Son;  at  New  York,  to  Messrs.  E.  &  G.  W.  Blunt;  at  Philadelphia, 
to  Mr.  E.  Draper:  and  it  is  desirable  that  you  should  forward  to  the 
department,  as  soon  as  practicable,  a  return  of  all  the  apparatus  you 
have  had  in  charge,  showing  to  whom  each  article  has  been  delivered, 
in  what  condition,  and  where,  in  order  to  put  the  department  in  posses- 
sion of  the  best  information  in  your  j)ower  as  to  its  present  condition 
and  distribution. 

I  em,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Sea'etary^ 
Brevet  Major  W.  H.  Emory, 

U*  S.  Army  J  New  York. 


Department  op  the  Interior,     ' 

Washington^  November  26,  1S50.    ^ 

Sir  :  Annexed  you  have  a  copy  of  mj  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  to 
Brevet  Major  W.  H.  Emory,  containing  mstructions  by  which  you  and 
he  will  be  governed  in  relation  to  the  apparatus  now  in  his  possession, 
belonging  to  the  United  States  boundary  service. 

Very,  &c., 

A.  H.  H.  STUART. 
Brevet  Lt.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 

United  States  Top.  Engineers. 
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Department  of  the  Interior, 

December  30,  1850. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  enclosing  the  original  certificate 
of  Colonel  John  B.  Weller  to  O.  S.  Wetherby  for  $457  15,  for  services 
redered  on  the  Mexican  boundary  survey,  has  been  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury  for  settlement.  As 
^soon  as  they  make  their  report  on  the  same,  a  requisition  will  be  issued 
fiom  this  department  in  yo^ar  favor  for  the  amoukt. 
I  am,  sir,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H-  H.  STUART,  Secretary. 
M.  C.  Ryan,  Hamiltottf  Ohio* 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

December  30,  1850. 

Sir  :  I  have  examined  the  papers  transmitted  with  your  letter  of  the 
31st  October,  in  which  you  request  permission  to  make  an  exploration 
of  the  gulf  of  California,  in  connexion  with  the  boundary  commi»- 
sion  to  which  you  are  attached  ;  and  while  I  believe  that  the  results 
of  such  an  exploration  would  be  both  useful  and  interesting,  I  do  not 
feel  authorized,  either  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo 
or  the  law  of  Congress  making  appropriations  for  the  boundLy  survey, 
to  undertake  such  a  work. 

As,  under  the  present  organization  of  the  commission,  the  services 
of  an  officer  of  the  navy  are  no  longer  required,  you  are  relieved  from 
duty'On  that  service ;  and  you  will  accordingly  report  yourself  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  will  be  advised  of  this  order. 
I  am,  sir,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  H.  STUART,  Secretary. 

Lieut.  J.  G.  Strain, 

{7»  S*  Navy,  Jones's  Hotels  Philadelphia* 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

January  %  1851. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  dated 
the  ithinstant,  from  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham,  chief 
astronomer  of  the  United  States  and  Mexican  boundary  commission,  by 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  he  regards  the  services  of  additional  officers 
of  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers  to  be  almost  indispensable  to 
the  successful  prosecution  of  that  work. 

I  hope  it  will  be  in  your  power  to  act  favorably  on  Colonel  Graham's 
suggestion. 

I  am,  &c., 

A.  H.  H.  STUART,  Secretary. 
HoiL  C.  M.  Conrad, 

Secretary  of  War» 
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Department  of  the  Intertok, 

January  11^  1851. 

Sir  :  I  enclose,  herewith,  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 
of  the  9th  Instant,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  referred  to  this  departmenty 
having  reference  to  your  application  for  three  additional  officers  of  the 
corps  of  topographical  engineers,  as  assistants  to  aid  in  the  duty  as- 
Bi^ed  you  ^s  cnief  astronomer,  Scc^  on  the  Mexican  boundary  com- 
mission. 

I  Bfflf  &C«f 

A.  H.  a  STUART,  Secretary. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 

Chief  AztronomeTy  S(C.^  Mex.  B.  Com.^  Woikingtan^  D.  C* 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Jawuary  14,  1851. 

Sir  :  In  the  annual  estimates  of  this  department  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing 30th  June,  1852,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  included 
for  the  expenses  of  the  Mexican  boundary  survey.  I  have  just  received, 
and  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  United 
States  boundary  commissioner,  dated  £1  Paso,  November  21,  from  which 
it  will  be  perceived  that  said  estimate  will,  in  all  probability,  fall  short 
of  the  actu£d  expense,  and  that  he  suggests  that  the  sum  be  increased  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

The  facts  stated  by  the  commissioner,  and  the  length  of  time  which 
will  intervene  before  another  session  of  Congress,  induce  me  to  recom- 
mend that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  be  ap- 
propriated for  this  service. 

I  am,  &C., 

A.  H.  a  STUART,  Semtary. 

Hon.  Thomas  H.  Bayly, 

Chairman  Com.  Ways  and  Means y  Ho.  of  Reps., 


Departbcsnt  ov  the  Interior, 

January  16,  185 !» 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  of  Jo- 
seph Kaufman,  dated  December  2^  1850,  at  Decatur,  Illinois,  with 
your  endorsement,  and,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  make  any  further  payment  to  Mr.  Kaufman  than  he  has  al- 
ready received.  He  received  the  amount  of  his  certificate  because 
the  late  commissioner  had  decided  that  amount  to  be  justly  due  him, 
and  not  because  there  was  any  knowledge  in  this  department  that  the 
services  were  rendered  or  expenses  incurred.  The  commissioner  is 
responsible  for  the  proper  disbursement  of  the  government  funds,  and 
the  department  can  consider  no  question  which  would  relieve  him  of 
that  responsibility  or  throw  it  on  the  department  itself.  I  cannot,  there- 
/bre,  undertake  to  decide  whether  Mr^KaufcoaxiL  ^  e^^ti^e^  were  greater 
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or  less  than  the  amount  he  received ;  nor,  if  greater,  if  he  should  be  paid 
the  deficiency,  or  if  less,  should  refund  the  excess. 
Mr.  Kaufman's  letter  is  herewith  returned. 

I  am,  &c., 

A.  H.  H.  STUART,  Secretary. 
Hon.  D.  S.  Kaufman, 

t         House  of  Representatives. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

January  16,  1851. 

Sir:  At  my  request  Brevet  Major  Emory,  of  the  United  States  topo- 
graphical engineers,  has  prepared  the  enclosed  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
running  and  marking  the  boundary  line  between  the  State  of  Texas 
and  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  as  fixed  by  the  act  of  Congress  ap- 
proved September  9,  1860;  and  I  respectfully  submit  it,  through  you, 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  for  such  action  as  the  commit- 
tee may  deem  appropriate.        I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 

Hon.  Thos.  H.  Bayly,  House  of  Representatives. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 

January  18,  1851. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  13th  instant,  one  of  them  enclosing  an  ac- 
count of  W.  R.  Kinder,  for  services  on  the  Mexican  boundary  survey, 
and  the  other  relating  to  your  account  for  similar  services,  have  beeil 
received.  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  former,  with  the  accoimt  of 
Mr.  Kinder,  has  been  referred  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury; 
and  that  a  draft  for  $72  was  sent  to  your  address  at  Hamilton,  Butler  . 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  16th  instant,  bemg  the  balance  due  you  from  the 
gofernment.  I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 

C.  L.  Weller,  Hamilton^  Ohio. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

January  2b  J  1851. 

Sir:  Your  communicadon  of  November  20,  1850,  with  its  enclo- 
sures, has  been  received.  The  Secretary  of  War  has  been  requestecj 
to  give  the  necessary  directions  to  the  United  States  quartermaster  at 
Indianola,  to  forward  to  you  at  El  Paso  the  stores  which  you  have 
ordered  to  be  shipped  by  Messrs.  Atwater,  Mulford  &  Co.,  of  New 
York. 

The  Jis^  of  articles  transmitted  by  you  has  beeti  exaJxiMie^,  ^xA  \ 
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bave  erased  therefrom  such  as  I  considered  unnecessary  for  the  subsist- 
ence of  your  party. 

Messrs.  Atwater  &  Co.  hare  been  informed  that  the  bUl  for  the  pro- 
visions, &c.,  to  be  shipped  by  them,  must  be  paid  by  you. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary^ 
John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

United  States  Ommtsnoner^  Sft.^  8(t* 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

January  25,  1851» 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  an  extract  from  a  letter 
this  day  received  from  John  R.  Bartlett,  esq.,  commissioner,  &c.,  con- 
iainin^  the  request  that  instructions  may  be  sent  to  the  quartermaster 
It  Indianola,  Texas,  directing  him  to  forward  to  El  Paso  the  stores  of 
he  boundary  commission,  to  be  shipped  from  New  York  to  Indianola. 
[  shall  be  gratified  to  learn  that  Mr.Bartlett's  request  wUl  be  complied 
ivith.  I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretan'm 

Secretary  of  War. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

January  27,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transnut  herewith,  agreeably  to  bis  request^ 
^wo  letters  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham,  dated  New  York, 
lanuary  23, 1851 :  one  addressed  to  Major  General  Thomas  S.  Jesup, 
Quartermaster  General  United  States  army,  and  one  to  Major  General 
Greorge  Gibson,  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  &c.,  &c. ;  the  for- 
ner  requesting  that  he  may  be  furnished  with  necessary  means  for 
ransporting  instruments,  provisions,  &c.,  from  Indianola  to  £1  P^jeSo, 
lia  San  Antonio,  Texas ;  the  latter  requesting  to  be  furnished  with 
luthority  to  draw  fi-om  the  army  commissary  at  the  posts  mentioned, 
provisions  for  his  party,  attached  to  the  Mexican  boundary  commission. 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  learn  that  you  have  given  the  necessaiy  direc- 
tions in  the  premises,  in  order  tliat  the  wishes  of  Brevet  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Graham,  as  expressed  in  the  enclosed  letters,  may  be  complied 
^ith.  I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary* 

Secretary  of  War. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

February  1,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  signed  by  your^ 
^If  and  the  late  Mr*  Kaufman,  respecting  the  necessity  of  running  the 
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boundary  between  New  Mexico  and  Texas;  and,  in  reply,  beg  leave 
to  inform  you  that  the  estimate  has  akeady  been  submitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  of  the  amount  supposed  to  be  necessary 
for  the  execution  of  the  work ;  and  that  as  soon  as  an  appropriation  is 
made  by  Congress,  the  survey  will  be  put  under  way. 

I  am,  &c«, 

ALEX,  H.  H-  STUART, 

Secretary* 
Hon.  V.  E.  Howard,  House  of  Representatives. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

February  8, 1851. 

Sm:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  in  relation  to  your 
account  for  services  on  the  Mexican  boundary  commission,  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  no  such  papers  have  ever  been  received  at  this  depart- 
ment through  Major  Emory,  or  any  other  source.  From  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Major  Emory,  addressed  to  you  on  the  subject,  (which  he 
left  with  me  to-day,)  it  appears  that  your  accounts  were  left  with  Judge 
Whittlesey,  at  San  Diego,  with  an  order  from  Major  Emory  to  Captam 
Hardcastle  to  pay  them. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 
C.  L.  Weller,  Hamilton^  Buder  County ^  Ohio. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

February  13,  1851. 

Sir  :  When  the  estimates  were  sent  in  from  this  department  for  the 
next  fiscal  year,  the  sum  of  $100,000  was  asked  for  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  commission  to  run  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico;  and  on  the  14th  ultimo,  in  consequence  of  information 
received  from  the  commissioner,  which  was  also  sent  to  the  committee, 
it  was  recommended  that  the  appropriation  should  be  increased  to 
$150,000.  Tho$e  estimates  were  made  upon  the  assmnption  that  ex- 
isting appropriations  would  defray  the  expenses  of  the  current  fiscal 
year ;  it  is  now  ascertained,  however,  that  about  $30,000  more  will  be 
necessary  to  maintain  the  party  with  proper  eflSciency  in  the  field, 
and  I  therefore  respectfully  recommend  an  additional  appropriation  of 
that  amount  for  that  purpose. 

The  expedition  was  fitted  out  before  I  became  connected  with  this 
department;  and  as  the  commissioner  who  was  intrusted  with  the  duty 
was  not  in  possession  of  very  accurate  information  as  to  the  resources 
of  the  country  and  disposition  of  the  Indians  along  the  line,  the  part/ 
was  organized  upon  a  scale  which  experience  has  proved  to  be  un- 
necessary. Having  obtained  more  correct  and  precise  information  on 
these  subjects,  I  have  directed  an  entire  reorganization  of  the  corps, 
with  a  view  to  the  reduction  of  expenditure  and  an  mcx^^fifc  oft  ^'Sv- 
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ciencv ;  and  I  think  I  can  safely  promise  that  both  these  results  will  be 
speedily  accomplished.  The  commissioner  has  already  made  some 
progress  in  adjusting  the  line  on  a  satisfactory  basis»  and  the  engineers 
are  provided  with  a  complete  apparatus  for  pressing  the  work  on  with 
great  energy;  and  true  economy  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  majdng 
the  proper  arrangements  to  avoid  any  further  delay. 

If  operations  were  now  arrested,  reproach  would  be  brought  upon 
the  faith  of  the  government,  and  a  greater  expenditure  incurred  in  with- 
drawing the  corps  than  would  be  necessary  to  maintain  it  in  the  field. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 
Hon.  Thomas  H.  Bayly, 

Chairman  Com.  of  Ways  and  Means,  Ho.  of  Reps. 


Department  of  the  Interior,  March  8,  1851. 

Sir  :  With  a  view  to  economise  as  much  as  possible  the  expend- 
itures of  the  commission  to  run  and  mark  the  boundar^y  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  I  have  the  honor  to  request,  if  agreeable  to 
your  own  views,  and  not  inconsistent  with  other  duties,  that  you  will 
detail  two  officers  of  the  army  to  act  as  commissary  and  quartermaster 
of  the  commission. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary^ 
Secretary  of  War. 


Departbient  of  the  Interior, 

Washington,  March  11,  1851. 

Sir:  Your  communications  of  the  18th  and  30th  December  last  were 
duly  received,  those  of  the  latter  date  at  the  hands  of  Mr.  8.  P.  San* 
fora,  a  member  of  the  commission.  They  were  submitted  to  the 
President  for  his  perusal,  and  returned  to  the  department,  with  his 
endorsement  that  they  had  been  read  by  him  with  much  interest.  I 
have  to  inform  you  that  the  appropriation  made  for  the  present  fiscal 
year  on  account  of  the  commission  is  exhausted.  Congress  has,  how- 
ever, appropriated  $100,000  for  the  boundary  service  for  the  ensuing 
fiscsd  year ;  $5,000  of  which  is  to  be  remitted  to  Captain  Hardcastle, 
on  the  Pacific ;  $5,000  is  to  be  paid  on  certificates  issued  by  the 
former  commissioner  not  yet  satisfied;  $11,000  to  be  paid  to  Messrs. 
Chubb  &  Schenck,  being  the  amount  due  as  balance  of  your  requisi- 
tion on  them  for  $20,000 ;  and  $2,015  59  is  to  be  paid  to  Messrs.  At- 
water,  Mulford  &  Company,  New  York,  for  their  bill  of  stores  furnished 
per  your  order,  and  shipped  on  the  4th  instant,  by  schooner  Monterey^ 
to  be  delivered  at  the  port  of  Indianola,  Texas,  to  the  United  States 
quartermaster  or  his  agent  at  that  place,  s»  per  bill  of  lading  on  file 
in  this  department.  Thus  you  will  perceive  that  upwards  of  $33,000 
of  the  approprmUon  for  the  boundary  sepfice  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year 
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will  be  at  once  expended  ;  in  addition  to  which  a  large  amount  will 
probably  be  advanced  to  Colonel  Graham  on  his  estimates  for  the  as^- 
trunomical  and  surveying  branch  of  the  service.  I  must  therefore  repeat 
the  injunctions  given  you,  to  reorganize  the  commission  at  once,  and 
curtail  the  force  eniployed  to  the  lowest  possible  limit  consistent  with  a 
proper  discharge  of  the  business  connected  with  the  service.  AppUca- 
tion  having  been  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  two  officers  of  the 
army  to  act  as  conmiissary  and  quartermaster  of  the  commission,  they 
will  be  ordered  to  report  accordingly ;  and  it  would  seem  proper  that 
their  reports  should  be  hereafter  made  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham, 
the  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  who  will  be  responsible  to  you.  You 
will  therefore  discharge  the  civilians  now  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
commissary  and  quartermaster.  Mr.  Sanford  has  been  this  day  directed 
to  turn  over  to  Colonel  Graham  ^he  instruments  in  his  possession,  he 
having  in  charge  the  main  equipment  of  instruments  to  be  used  on  the 
Burvey. 

P.  S. — Two  additional  officers  of  the  corps  of  topographical  engi- 
neers, having  been  detailed  for  this  service,  are  ordered  to  report  to 
Colonel  Graham. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX-  H-  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

United  States  Commissioner^  4^.,  El  Paso. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Washington^  March  14,  1851. 

Sir:  In  a  letter  received  at  this  department  on  the  12th  instant  from 
Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham,  he  remarks:  "I  am  anxiously 
awaiting  the  detail  of  the  officers  last  applied  for,  in  order  to  proceed 
with  them  to  the  field.  At  the  Adjutant  General's  office  every  effort 
is  now  being  made  to  select  them  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  miUtary  garrisons,  a  condition  that  must  be  kept  in  view." 
As  it  is  highly  important  that  Colonel  Graham  should  proceed  at  once 
to  the  field  of  his  operations,  I  shall  be  glad  t6  have  the  request  coq^ 
tained  in  my  letter  of  the  8th  instant  acted  upon  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble. 

I  am,  &c.} 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 
Hon.  C.  M.  Conrad, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

March  27,  1851. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  me  from  tte 
Secretary  of  War,  dated  the  24th  instant,  su^^d  ot  *\U  eiic\.o«vit^>  ^.^£ss^ 
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whether  your  services  in  the  Mexican  boundary  survey  can  now  be 
dispensed  with.  To  enable  the  department  to  answei:  the  Secretary 
of  War,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  advise  me,  as  soon  as  possible, 
of  the  state  of  the  work  you  are  now  engaged  upon,  and  whether,  in 
your  opinion,  your  continuance  thereon  is  requisite. 
I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary* 
Major  W.  H.  Emort, 

Topographical  Engineers. 


Deraatmbnt  of  the  Interior, 

March  31,  1851. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  24th  instant,  I 
addressed  a  letter  to  Brevet  Major  W.  H.  Emory  on  the  subject,  and 
now  enclose  a  copy  of  his  reply. 

From  this  you  will  perceive  that  I  cannot,  with  proper  regard  to  the 
condition  of  the  business  on  which  Major  Emory  is  engaged,  dispense 
with  his  services  until  about  the  Ist  of  November  next,  at  which  time 
he  will  be  ordered  to  report  himself  to  your  department. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 
Secretary  of  War. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 

Washington^  April  5,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  enclosing  a  trans- 
lation of  a  note  of  the  Mexican  minister  of  the  11th  ultimo,  in  relation 
to  the  apprehended  delays  in  the  survey  now  in  progress  to  define  the 
boundary  line  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States.  The  Mexican 
minister  states,  "  that  from  certain  communications  made  to  his  govern- 
ment by  the  commissioner  for  settling  the  boundaries,  it  appears  that 
the  commission  which  has  been  appointed  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States  is  charged  with  the  task  of  making  surveys  with  a  view 
of  estabUshing  railways,  pubUc  roads,  and  canals,  and  to  transmit  in- 
formation upon  the  natural  productions  of  the  soil,  both  in  Texas  and 
New  Mexico.  It  is  thought,  therefore,  if  the  aforesaid  commission  finds 
itself  obliged  to  discharge  such  functions,  the  operation  of  defining  the 
boundaries  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States  cannot  possibly  be 
concluded  in  less  than  five  years ;  whereas  if  the  commission  were  to 
be  confined  to  the  simple  duty  of  fixing  the  boundaries  according  to  the 
stipulations  contained  m  the  treaty  of  peace,  this  might  be  accomplished 
in  nine  months." 

The  minister  then  adverts  to  the  importance  of  both  countries  of  a 
speedy  consummation  of  the  work,  and  urges  that  instructions  may  be 
issued  to  the  commissionej:  to  bring  it  tx)  a  close  aa  sooa  as  possible. 
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I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  the  apprehensions  of  the 
Mexican  minister  are  entirely  unfounded,  and  that  all  the  instructions 
which  have  been  given  by  this  department  to  the  commissioner  of  the 
United  States  have  been  dictated  by  a  desire  to  insure  the  prompt 
and  faithful  execution  of  the  work  in  strict  comphance  with  the  terms 
of  the  treaty.  The  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo 
contains  the  following  provision :  ••  If,  by  the  examinations  which  may 
be  made,  it  should  be  ascertained  to  be  practicable  and  advantageous 
to  construct  a  road,  canal,  or  railway,  which  should,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  run  upon  the  river  Gila,  or  upon  its  right  or  its  left  bank,  within 
the  space  of  one  marine  league  jfrom  either  margin  of  the  river,  the 
governments  of  both  republics  will  form  an  agreement  regarding  its  con- 
struction, in  order  that  it  may  serve  equally  for  the  use  and  advantage 
of  both  countries." 

I  am  not  advised  of  the  construction  which  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment has  placed  upon  this  stipulation,  nor  am  I  informed  whether  it 
has  charged  its  commission  with  the  duty  of  making  any  examinations 
of  the  country  with  reference  to  it.  But  this  department  has  con- 
sidered, that  if  the  treaty  did  not  impose  on  the  government  of  the 
United  States  an  obligation  to  make  such  examinations,  it  clearly  left  it 
at  hberty  to  do  so;  with  this  understanding  of  the  treaty,  the  commis- 
sion on  the  part  of  the  United  States  has  been  organized  and  equipped 
on  a  scale  sufficiently  comprehensive  to  embrace  all  the  objects  con- 
templated by  the  treaty.  A  sufficient  number  of  officers  have  been 
employed  not  only  to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  line  between  the  two 
countries,  but  also  to  make  the  other  explorations  and  examinations 
contemplated  by  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty.  It  seemed  to*  this  de- 
partment that  considerations  of  policy  and  economy,  if  not  of  good  fiiith, 
concurred  to  recommend  this  plan  of  organizing  the  commission. 
Both  governments  have  indicated  their  sense  of  the  importance  of 
obtaining  accurate  information  in  regard  to  the  topography  of  the 
comparatively  unexplored  country  through  which  the  surveying  party 
will  be  obliged  to  pass ;  and  as  the  commissioners  must  be  attended  by 
a  military  escort  sufficient  to  protect  them  from  the  assaults  of  the 
Indians,  there  was  a  manifest  propriety  in  sending  the  topographical  and 
scientific  agents  of  the  government  in  the  same  party,  that  they  might 
not  only  avail  themselves  of  the  protection  of  the  escort,  but  render 
assistance  in  case  of  the  disability  of  any  of  the  officers  whose  mor» 
immediate  duty  it  was  to  attend  to  the  survey  and  demarcation  of  the 
boundiary  line.  This  course  was  accordingly  adopted,  and  I  have  yet 
to  learn  that  any  inconvenience  has  resulted  or  is  likely  to  result  firom 
it.  It  is  proper  to  remark,  moreover,  that  all  the  instructions  wliich 
have  issued  from  this  department  to  the  commissioner  have  inculcated 
the  importance  of  pressing  on  the  work  with  the  utmost  practicable 
despatch ;  and  to  that  end,  all  the  other  examinations  with  regard  to 
means  of  intercommunication  ai'e  to  be  treated  as  merely  incidental,^ 
and*in  strict  subordination  to  the  principal  work  of  defining  the 
boundary  line  between  the  .two  countries,  and  in  no  event  is  the  com- 
missioner to  permit  them  in  any  manner  to  interfere  with  or  retard  the 
performance  of  that  important  duty. 

It  will  thus  be  perceived  that  no  necessity  exists  for  au^  f!\ix^^x  \sar 
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structions  to  the  commissioner  of  the  United  States ;  but  you  may  assture 
the  Mexican  minister  that  if  anything  should  occur  hereafter  to  render 
them  proper,  they  will  be  promptly  given,  as  this  department  is  deeply 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  losing  no  time  in  adjusting  the  liniits 
of  the  two  countries. 

In  conclusion,  I  hope  I  may  be  pardoned  for  remarking,  that  I  am 
not  aware  that  any  delay  has  yet  been  occasioned  by  the  default  of 
,  the  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  He  arrived  at 
the  place  designated  for  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  of  the  two 
governments  some  days  in  advance  of  the  Mexican  commissioner,  and 
all  the  despatches  which  I  have  received  from  him  lead  me  to  believe 
that  the  work  has,  since  the  arrival  of  the  Mexican  commissioner,  been 
prosecuted  on  both  sides  with  commendable  zeal  and  diligence. 

I  am,  &c.> 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 
Wm.  S.  Derrick,  Esq., 

Acting  Secretary  oj  State. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Washington^  April  10,  185A. 

Sir  :  As  you  have  been  detailed  for  duty  on  the  Mexican  boundary 
commission,  and  have  reported  yourself  to  this  department  for  orders, 
I  have  to  request  that  you  will,  as  soon  as  practicable,  repair  to  In- 
dianola,  in  Texas,  and  there  await  the  arrival  of  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham, 
who  is  now  en  route  for  that  place,  and  from  whom  you  will  receive 
your  orders  for  duty  on  the  commission. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 
Lieut.  A.  E.  Burnsidb, 

U.  5.  Army. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

May  23,  1851. 

Sir  :  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  McClellan,  of  the  corps  of  topo- 
graphical engineers,  heretofore  detailed  for  duty  under  this  depart- 
ment, has,  in  obedience  to  my  orders,  returned  to  this  city,  but  has  not 
formally  reported  himself,  edthough  he  has  called  on  me  upon  business 
personal  to  himself. 

As  Lieutenant  Colonel  McClellan's  position  on  the  commission  to  run 
and  tuifiTk  the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  is  now 
%^|jyd  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham,  Lieutenant  Colonel  McC.'s 
services  are  no  longer  required  by  this  department.  * 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 

Sbcabtabt  of  War* 


0> 
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Department  of  the  Interior, 

June  5,  1861. 

Sm:  By  an  arrangement  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  Lieutenants 
O.  H.  Tillinghasl  and  A.  E.  Burnside,  United  States  army,  have  been 
detailed  for  service  on  the  boundary  commission  as  quartermaster  and 
commissary.  These  oflScers  joined  Colonel  Graham  at  San  Antonio, 
and  have  proceeded  with  him  to  El  Paso,  there  to  enter  upon  their 
respective  duties. 

You  will  remain  in  your  present  position  until  you  have  completed 
the  duty  upon  which  you  are  now  engaged  ;  after  which,  your  func- 
tions as  quartermaster  and  commissary  will  cease.  I  can  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  commissioner  assigninj^  you  to  such  other  position  under 
nim  as  he  may  deem  proper,  and  will  so  advise  him. 

I  am,  &c.f 

ALEX  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 
Major  Geo.  F.  Bartlett, 

Cape  Vincentf  Jefferson  County f  N*  Y* 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

June  6,  1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  George  F.  Bardetl, 
esq.,  by  which  you  will  perceive  he  has  been  notified  of  an  arrange- 
ment of  which  you  will  have  been  advised,  through  the  instructions  to 
Colonel  Gmham,  before  this  reaches  you. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  arrangement  will  result  in  a  diminution  of  th^ 
expenses  of  the  commission,  any  measure  to  accomplish  which  will 
doubtless  be  agreeable  to  you.  Colonel  Graham  drew  upon  the  de- 
partment for  $30,000,  in  favor  of  Lieutenants  Tilhnghast  and  Burnside, 
upon  which,  however,  requisitions  will  not  be  issued  imtil  advices  are 
received  from  you,  as  it  is  probable  he  was  not  aware  of  your  orders, 
which  Major  Bartlett  is  now  engaged  in  executing.  The  last  letters 
received  from  you  are  dated  15th  March,  1851. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 

JoHit  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

Commissioner,  ^.,  El  Paso,  Texas. 


Department  of  the  Interior,    , 

June  5,  1851, 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  10th,  12th,  and  13th  of  Ma v  have  been 
received.  Your  drafts  for  the  amount  of  your  salary  for  the  months^f 
March,  April,  May,  June,  and  July,  will  be  paid  when  due. 

As  Major  George  F.  Bartlett,  actin|f /under  the  orders  of  the  com- 
xnissioneri  is  now  ^gaged  in  purchasmg  stores  for  the  commiEai^^  vt. 
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s  not  deemed  necessary  to  issue  requisitions  in  favor  of  Lieutenants 
rillinghast  and  Burnside  until  the  commission  can  have  time  to  advise 
;he  department  of  the  amount  required  in  addition  to  the  purchases  of 
Major  Bartlett. 

I  am,  &c«i 

ALEX.  H.  H,  STUART, 

Secretary. 
Colonel  Graham,  4^.,  ^. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 

Washington,  June  7,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant.  Lieutenant 
Uolonel  Graham  having  made  large  and  expensive  purchases  of  instru- 
nents  for  the  boundary  service,  it  is  unnecessary  for  you  to  fill  Lieu^ 
enant  Whipple's  order  to  which  you  refer. 

The  account  of  William  Bond  &  son  of  $275,  for  telescope  and 
nicrometer  furnished  the  commission,  was  duly  received  on  the  14th  of 
^arch,  but  was  accidentally  mislaid.  It  has  been  referred  to  the  Fifth 
\.uditor  for  adjustment. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART,  Secretary. 

William  C.  Bond,  Esq.,  Harvard  University • 


Department  op  the  L<fTERioR, 

Washington,  June  12,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  of  March  last,  appealing 
rom  the  decision  of  Mr.  Commissioner  Bartlett  upon  an  account  for 
brage,  and  have  referred  it  to  that  oflScer  for  report.  If  you  will  give 
he  serious  charge  you  **  prefer  against  Mr.  B."  a  distinct  and  intelligible 
brm,  he  will  be  required  to  vindicate  himself,  and  to  render  a  satisfac- 
ory  explanation. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART,  Secretary. 
Theodore  S.  Moss, 

Cantonment  Dawson. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 

Washington,  July  5,  1851. 

Sm :  On  the  26th  of  April  last  I  addressed  you  a  letter  of  which 
be  enclosed  is  a  copy.  If  the  instructions  contained  in  that  letter 
lave  not  been  comphed  with,  I  request  that  Lieutenant  Whipple  may  be 
Iirected  to  forward  to  this  department  all  the  notes  in  reference  to  his 
operations  on  the  Une  between  the  initial  point  on  the  Pacific  and  the  junc- 
ion  of  the  Gila  and  Colorado  rivers,  not  heretofore  turned  over  to  Msyor 
7inQry,  xziore  particularly  the  barometric  notes  taken  by  himself  and 
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Dr.  C.  C.  Parry,  on  the  march  from  camp  Riley  to  the  junction,  and 
all  the  notes  at  the  junction ;  and  if  be  has  not  those  notes  with  him, 
to  state  what  he  has  done  with  them, 'and  where  they  are.  It  may  be 
gratifying  to  the  Mexican  commissioner  to  know  that  Major  Emory  has 
received  advices  from  California  to  the  effect  that  all  the  monuments 
intended  for  the  line  from  the  Pacific  to  the  junction  had  arrived ;  that 
Captain  Hardcastle,  the  agent  on  the  part  ot  the  United  States  commis- 
sioner, and  Dr.  Raminez,  the  agent  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  com- 
missioner, were  both  on  the  ground  engaged  in  the  work,  and  had 
proceeded  to  put  up  the  monuments,  and  had  actually  erected  the  mon- 
uments at  the  junction,  at  the  point  where  the  line  crosses  the  Colorado, 
and  at  the  pohit  where  it  crosses  New  River,  and  that  it  was  expected 
that  all  the  monuments  would  be  erected  and  all  the  work  completed 
on  that  part  of  the  line  by  the  middle  or  end  of  June.  To  this  effect 
you  will  inform  General  Condd,  the  Mexican  commissioner,  officially. 

I  am,  &C.9 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART,  Secretary. 
J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq.,  Commis^ianery  Sfc» 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

September  11,  1851. 

Sir:  This  department  was  advised  by  letter  from  the  chief  of  the 
corps  of  topographical  engineers,  dated  the  12th  of  October,  1850,  of  the 
fiict  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham  had  been  detailed  to  relieve 
Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  McClellan  from  duty  on  the  Mexican  bound- 
ary survey,  and  requested  to  indicate  the  time  when  Colonel  Graham 
should  be  ordered  to  report  himself.  On  the  17th  of  October,  Colonel 
Abert  was  informed  that  it  was  desirable  that  Colonel  G.  should 
at  once  proceed  to  join  the  commission,  and  requested  to  give  him  the 
necessary  orders.  Colonel  Graham  reported  himself  accordingly,  and, 
by  letter  dated  October  23d,  was  directed  to  enter  immediately  upon 
the  discharge  of  his  duties,  as  described  in  a  letter  of  that  date- to  Ae 
United  States  commissioner,  Mr.  John  R.  Bartlett,  of  which  a  copy 
w^as  furnished  him.  He  was  authorized  to  look  up  the  state  of  tne 
astronomical  and  surveying  apparatus,  as  far  as  the  files  and  corre- 
spondence of  the  department  afforded  information  on  the  subject,  and  to^ 
report  his  views  as  to  what  further  supplies  might  be  deemed  necessary, 
and  directed,  as  soon  as  this  should  be  completed,  to  join  the  commis- 
sion in  the  field. 

Colonel  Graham  sailed  from  New  York  about  the  1st  of  April,  1851,. 
about  six  months  after  having  been  detailed  for  this  service,  and  he 
arrived  at  Frontera  (Whitens  rancho,)  on  the  Rio  Grande,  about  six 
miles  above  El  Paso  del  Norte,  about  the  25th  of  June  last.  The 
letter  to  Mr.  Commissioner  Bartlett  of  the  23d  October,  1850,  informing 
him  that  Colonel  Graham  had  been  detailed  to  relieve  Colonel  McClel- 
lan, and  by  which  Colonel  Graham  was  to  be  governed,  and  for  whichi 
purpose  a  copy  was  furnished  him,  suggested  the  propriety  and  import- 
ance of  reducing  the  number  of  employes,  ana  of  leot^^xiviXw^  ^^ 

scientific  corps  in  accordance  with  such  joint  \WMieia\axi^\rv^\>^v«^'^^ 
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Colonel  Graham  and  himself  as  would  tend  to  promote  the  progress  of 
the  survey.  It  was  also  su^ge^ed,  that  with  a  view  to  the  establish' 
ment  of  a  system  of  responsibility  and  dicipline  throughout,  the  scien- 
tific corps,  when  thus  reorganized,  should  be  subject  to  the  immediate 
direction  of  Colonel  Graham,  he  being  held  responsible  to  the  commis* 
sioner,  to  whom  he  should  report  from  time  to  tioje  as  the  commissioner 
might  require.  The  selection  of  draughtsman  and  the  other  members 
of  the  scientific  corps  was  to  be  approved  as  well  by  the  commissioner 
as  by  Colonel  Graham,  be  being  regarded  as  the  chief  officer,  and 
whose  approval  and  concurrence  were  necessary  and  requisite  in  any 
changes  or  reorganization  which  might  be  contemplated.  Colonel  Gra- 
ham, immediately  on  his  arrival  at  Frontera,  without  having  seen  or  heard 
firom  Mr.  Bartlett,  the  commissioner,  and  misconstruing  his  powers  under 
the  instructions  sent  Mr.  Bartlett,  ordered  Lieutenant  Whipple  to  report 
to  him  at  that  place  in  person.  This  caused  a  suspension  of  the  work, 
and  resulted  in  a  serious  complaint  by  General  Cond^,  the  Mexican 
commissioner,  as  you  will  perceive  from  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  two  commissioners  on  the  subject.  Before 
Colonel  Graham  left  here  I  was  much  annoyed  and  became  dissatisfied 
with  his  long  unnecessary  delay  in  joining  the  commission  in  the  field ; 
and  since  then  accounts  of  other  delays  and  interruj^ons  have  reached 
me,  officially  and  otherwise,  which  I  felt  called  upon  to  communicate 
to  the  President;  and  having  conferred  with  him  on  the  subject,  and 
having  submitted  to  him  Commissioner  Bartlett's  despatches,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  speedy  prosecution  of  the  work  of  the  joint  commission 
demands  that  Colonel  Graham  be  Teleased,  and  some  suitable  officer 
of  topographical  engineers  detailed  to  supply  his  place.  Major  William 
H.  Emory  was  for  some  time  connected  with  the  commission  in  the  capa- 
city of  chief  astronomer,  and  as  I  have  every  confidence  in  his  zeal  and 
ability,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  his  name  to  you.  He  is  still  acting 
under  the  orders  of  this  department,  but  his  connexion  with  it  is  merely 
temporary,  and  may  not  be  considered  sufficient  to  warrant  me  in 
transferring  him  to  the  field  without  your  concurrence.  I  shall  be 
piibased  to  have  your  reply  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

I  am)  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary* 
Secretary  of  War. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 

September  13, 1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  you  are  hereby  relieved  from  duty  as  chief 
astronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific  corps  attached  to  the  commission 
for  running  and  marking  the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and 
the  republic  of  Mexico.  This  will  be  handed  you  by  Brevet  Major 
Wm.  H.  Emory,  on  whom  your  duties  have  been  devolved,  and  to 
whom  you  will  turn  over  all  the  instniments,  instructions,  stationery, 
and  camp  equipage,  (except  so  muc\)Lo{  t]^^^  Wxj^i  ^&  loa:^  be  uecessary 
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for  your  convenience  in  returning  home,)  which  may  be  in  your  charge, 
or  under  j'-our  direction,  belonging  to  gr  in  the  boundary  service. 

You  will  receive  from  him  dupGcat^  receipts,  and  file  one  of  them  in 
this  department.  When  this  shall  have  been  done,  you  will  report 
yourself  to  this  department  in  person.  * 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART,  Secretary. 
Brevet  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham, 

Carps  Top.  Engineers^  U.  S.  A. 


Department  or  tHs  Interior, 

September  13,  1851. 

Sir:  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham  having  been  relieved, 
by  orders  of  this  date,  from  duty  with  the  commission  for  running 
and  marking  the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the  republic 
of  Mexico,  you  are,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
hereby  appointed  chief  astronomer  to  the  commission,  and  head  of  the 
scientific  corps.  You  will  accordingly  proceed,  with  as  little  delay  as 
practicable,  to  join  the  commission  m  the  field,  and  relieve  Colonel 
Graham  of  the  duties  devolved  upon  him  by  the  instructions  to  the 
commissioner  dated  October  23,  1860.  These  instructions,  it  is  be- 
lieved, cover  all  the  points  which  are  required  for  the  successful  or 
rapid  accomplishment  of  this  work ;  and  as  Colonel  G.'s  duties  under 
them  will  devolve  on  you,  a  copy  of  them  is  herewith  sent  for  your  in- 
formation and  government.  In  such  a  large  and  remote  field,  however, 
much  must  be  left  to  sound  discretion ;  and  I  doubt  not  that  Mr.  Bart- 
lett  and  yourself  will  adopt,  from  time  to  time,  such  measures  as  cir- 
cumstances may  require. 

In  compliance  with  your  letter  of  this  date,  I  have  requested  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  give  directions  to  the  commanding  officer  in 
Texas  to  furnish  you  with  a  suitable  escort  of  dragoons  to  accompany 
you  to  the  headquarters  of  the  commission,  and  to  Colonel  Graham's 
camp,  wherever  it  may  be,  and  a  general  order  to  the  commissaries 
and  quartermasters  to  further  the  execution  of  your  orders  as  far  as 
may  be  in  their  power,  without  detriment  to  the  military  service;  and 
also  to  place  the  officers  of  the  army  not  connected  with  the  escort 
imder  your  orders. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  an  order  directing  Colonel  Graham  to  turn 
over  to  you  all  the  instruments,  instructions,  stationery,  and  camp 
equipage,  except  so  much  of  the  latter  as  may  be  necessary  for  Colonel 
Graham's  convenience  in  returning  home.  For  all  these  5^ou  will 
receipt  to  him  in  dupUcate.  i|^ 

I  have  also,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  directed  that  the  sum 
of  $2,000  be  furnished  you,  for  which  you  will  be  held  accountable. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART,  Secretary. 

Brevet  Major  W.  H.  I^mory, 

Corps  Topographical  Engineer's* 
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Pepartment  of  the  Intebior, 

SeptenAer  13,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  herewith  a  copy  oi  a  letter 
from  Brevet  Major  W.  H,  Emory,  who  with  your  concurrence  ha» 
been  appointed  chief  astronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific  corps  con* 
nected  with  the  commission  for  running  and  marking  the  boundary 
between  the  United  States  and  the  republic  of  Mexico,  and  to  request 
that  the  orders  asked  for  by  him  may  be  furnished  this  departments 
These  orders  will  complete  Major  Emory's  preparatiox^  for  departure 
to  the  field  of  operations ;  and  as  I  desire  him  to  leave  the  city  on 
Monday  evening,  if  possible,  I  shall  be  much  pleased  if  the  orders  can 
be  furnished  on  that  day. 


I  am,  &c., 
Secretaet  op  War* 


ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART,  Secretary. 


■Xf 

Department  of  the  Jitterior, 

September  15,  1851, 

Sir  :  Enclosed  you  will  receive  copies  of  letters  from  this  depart- 
ment to  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham  and  Brevet  Major 
William  H.  Emory,  of  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers,  dated  the 
13th  instant,  from  which  you  will  perceive  that  the  former  has  been 
relieved  from  further  duty  on  the  boundary  survey  as  chief  astronomer 
and  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  and  that  the  latter  has  been  detailed 
to  succeed  him. 

Your  despatches  numbered  16,  17,  18,  19,  and  dated  respectively 
June  18,  July  1,  5,  7,  have  just  been  received.  They  will  be  consid- 
ered and  responded  to  at  an  early  day. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART,  Secretary. 
John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

CommimoneTy  4^.,  El  Pa»o. 


Department  op  the  Intehioh, 

September  15,  1851# 

Sir  :  By  the  terms  of  the  agreement  of  the  joint  commission  of  the 
30th  January  last,  the  cost  of  the  monuments,  as  well  as  of  their  trans- 
portation to  their  points  of  location,  was  to  be  equally  divided  between 
tlie  two  governments.  These  expenses,  however,  have  been  wholly 
paid  Hlff  the  United  States,  the  half  of  which  payment  being  regarded 
merely  as  an  advance  by  the  United  States  of  tlie  portion  ($1,816  88) 
due  by  the  republic  of  Mexico,  and  with  the  distinct  understanding 
that  said  amount  wpuld  be  paid  by  the  republic  of  Mexico  without 
delay. 

I  enclose  you  herewith  the  account  of  the  United  States  against  the 
republic  of  Mexico,  as  rendered  by  Brevet  Captain  E.  L.  F.  Hard  castle, 
w£o,  with  Senor  Don  Ricardo  Raiuiuez,  Elected  the  monuments,  and 
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the  agreement,  in  Spanish  and  English,  entered  into  by  them  on  the 
30th  July  last.  You  will  collect  this  amount  of  General  Cond^,  the 
Mexican  commissioner,  and  apply  it  to  the  purposes  of  the  commis- 
sion, and  account  for  it  as  an  advance  to  vou  from  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States.  When  the  amount  is  received  of  General  Cond^,  you 
will  advise  the  department,  in  order  that  you  may  be  charged  with 
the  same  on  the  books  of  the  treasury. 

I  am,  &c., 
ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART,  Secretary. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

.Commiisionerf  4^.,  El  Paso* 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

September  15,  1851. 

Sir  :  Lieutenants  A.  W.  Whipple,  WilUam  F.  Smith,  of  the  corp^ 
of  topographical  engineers,  Ambrose  E.  Bumside,  of  3d  regiment  of 
artillery,  and  O.  H.  TiUinghast,  of  the  1st  regiment  of  artdlery,  at- 
tached to  the  commission  to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  line  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico,  aie  hereby  required  to  report  them- 
selves to  you  as  chief  astronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific  corps  of 
that  commission,  and  are  hereafter  subject  to  your  orders  as  such. 

I  am,  Jbc, 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART,  Secretary. 

Brevet  Major  Wii.  H.  Emort, 

Chief  Auramomerf  Sfc. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

September  16,  1851. 

Sir:  Your  two  letters  of  August  20  and  your  letter  of  the  11th  in- 
stant, respecting  the  claims  of  John  B.  WeUer  and  yourself  for  addi- 
tional compensation  for  services  on  the  commission  to  run  and  mark 
the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  have  been  re- 
ceived, and  will  have  due  attention. 

I  am,  &c., 

N.  K.  HALL,  Acting  Secretary. 
Charles  L.  Weller,  Hamilton^  Ohio. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

October  21,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  to  reouest  that  you  will  as  soon  as  practicable  furnish 
this  department  with  a  statement  showing  the  indebtedness  of  the 
United  States  on  the  Pacific'  side,  on  account  of  the  survey  of  the 
iM>undary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the  repubUc  of  Mexico* 

You  will  also  furnish  an  estimate  of  the  funds  deemed,  ^leee^^^r^  Sax 
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arrying  on  the  operations  now  under  your  charge  until  the  SDth  Jun^, 
.852.  I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART,  Secretary. 

Capt.  E.  L.  F.  ELa^rdcastle, 

U,  S.  Topographical  EngineerSm 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

November  3,  1851. 

Sir  :  The  President  of  the  United  States  having  appointed  Brevet 
Jajor  William  H.  Emory  to  be  the  surveyor,  under  the  5th  article  of 
he  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  in  place  of  Andrew  B.  Gray,  I  have 
0  request  that  a  commission  be  made  out  and  sent  to  this  department 
t  your  earliest  convenience. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART,  Secretaxy. 
Secretary  of  State. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

October  31,  1851. 

Sir  :  In  relation  to  the  temporary  suspension  of  the  work  connected 
vith  the  Mexican  boundary  survey,  growing  out  of  your  refusal  to 
iflSix  your  signature  to  the  necessary  papers  establishing  the  "  initial 
K)int"  for  the  demarkation  of  the  fine  at  32^  22' ^  you  are  infbrnied 
hat  inasmuch  as  the  commissioners  appointed  by  their  respective  gov- 
tmments  to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  line  between  the  United 
Jtates  and  Mexico  were  not  necessarily  constrained  to  suspend  all 
operations  connected  with  the  survey  during  your  absence  and  until 
rour  recovery  from  the  indisposition  with  which  you  were  ajfflicted» 
hose  officers  progressed  with  the  work  intrusted  to  them  and  fixed 
he  "  initial  pomt"  of  said  line  on  the  meridian  of  latitude  referred  to. 

As  the  commissioners  coincide  in  opinion  respecting  the  correctness 
){ their  operations  and  their  results,  and  are  satisfied  that  the  ^^  initial 
K)int"  has  been  accurately  ascertained  and  determined,  it  is  very  de- 
iirable  that  the  official  documents  necessary  to  the  settlement  of  this 
mportant  point  should  be  at  once  perfected.  You  are  requested, 
herefore,  to  remove  the  only  obstacle  which  now  exists  to  the  comple- 
ion  of  this  branch  of  the  work,  by  affixing  your  signature  to  the  requi- 
site papers.  I  am,  &c., 

ALEX-  H.  H.  STUART,  Secretary. 

A.  Bt  Gray,  Esq., 

C7.  S.  Surveyor  J  Sfe. 


Dbpabtment  of  the  Intejuor, 

*.  November  4,  1851.. 

Sir:  As  some  misunderstanding  has  arisen  with,  regard  to  the  io- 
tructions  communicated  in  my  lettex  of  23d  October,  £6S0, 1  deem  it 
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proper  to  add  such  explanations  and  modifications  as  the  circumstan- 
ces seem  to  demand ;  and  as  Brevet  Major  Wm.  H,  Emory,  the  chief  as- 
tronomer, has  been  appointed  by  the  l^resident  the  surveyor  under  the 
treaty  to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico,  in  place  of  A.  B.  Gray,  esq.,  some  further  explanations 
respecting  his  position  and  duties  are  necessary.  The  omcers  and 
members  of  the  scientific  corps  immediately  connected  with  the  survey 
of  the  boundary  Une  shall  be  placed  under  the  immediate  orders  of  the 
surveyor.  Any  lines  agreed  upon  by  the  joint  commission  as  the  lines 
of  boundary  shall  be  run  and  astronomically  determined  by  the  sur- 
veyor. He  will  have  charge  and  direction  of  all  the  surveys  of  the 
boundary  line,  and  shall  determine  the  initial  and  intermediate  points 
of  the  survey  by  astronomical  means,  acting  under  your  direction. 
This  corps  shall  consist  of  such  number  of  assistants  as  you,  upon  ad- 
vising with  him,  may  deem  absolutely  necessary.  He  shall  issue  his 
instructions  in  writing,  and  shall  preserve  a  copy  of  them  in  a  book 
kept  for  that  purpose.  He  shall  require  montnly  reports  from  the 
heads  of  parties,  and  shall  place  them  before  you  in  a  condensed  form. 
He  shall  have  charge  of  the  surveying  and  astronomical  instilments, 
and  for  their  safe-keeping  will  be  responsible  to  you.  He  shall  be  al- 
lowed a  clerk,  whose  salary  shall  not  exceed  that  of  a  sub-assistant* 
He  shall  be  responsible  to  you,  and  through  you  to  this  department,  for 
as  rapid  a  prosecution  of  the  surveys,  and  for  all  the  astronomy  con- 
nected with  them,  as  may  be  consistent  with  their  accuracy;  and  will 
be  held  accountable  for  all  the  quartermaster's  stores,  camp  and  gar- 
rison eauipage,  placed  at  his  disposal. 

Should  any  doubts  arise  between  yourself  and  the  Mexican  commis- 
sioner, the  surveyor  shall  be  required  to  make  such  surveys  and  maps 
as  may  tend  to  elucidate  the  point  or  line  in  dispute. 

Should  the  surveyor  at  any  time  differ  with  your  views  on  any  ques- 
tion connected  with  the  survey,  &c.,  he  will  defer  to  your  opinion  until 
the  case  is  submitted  to  and  aecided  by  the  department 

After  the  work  in  the  field  shall  have  been  completed,  the  maps  shall 
be  drawn,  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  surveyor  and  your 
control,  on  the  scale  suggested  in  the  instructions  to  you  under  date  of 
October  23,  1860.  In  the  mean  time,  during  an  inclement  season, 
when  the  field-work  may  necessarily  be  arrested,  the  first  plotting  (or 
rough  sheets)  should  be  prosecuted.  On  the  completion  of  the  maps 
they  shall  be  signed  by  tne  surveyor,  previous  to  tneir  being  authenti- 
cated by  the  commissioners. 

No  officer  but  yourself  is  allowed  to  draw  for  any  moneys  appropri- 
ated for  the  Mexican  boundary  service.  The  surveyor  may  draw  his 
salary  from  this  department  or  from  you.  All  the  scientific  depart- 
ments not  directly  connected  with  the  surveys  of  the  boundary  fine 
are  placed  under  your  immediate  direction.  The  means  appropriated 
by  uongress  being  very  limited,  it  is  incumbent  upon  this  department 
to  order  such  reductions  in  the  number  of  persons  devoted  to  the  pur 
suits  of  science  as  your  discretion  may  deem  least  disadvantageous. 
You,  as  the  first  officer  of  the  commission,  will  be  held  responsiole  to 
this  dep^ment  for  the  proper  administration  of  the  great  work  con- 
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You  will  select  from  the  present  members  of  the  commission  those 
officers  whose  talents  or  acquirements  may  fit  them  for  the  proper  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  You  will  dismiss  all  those  whose  services  may 
not  be  deemed  necessary.  You  may  permit  the  surveyor  to  have  ac- 
cess to  such  official  documents  in  your  possession  as  you  may  think 
proper.  The  quartermaster's  department,  jointly  with  the  commissa- 
riat of  the  commission,  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  O. 
H.  TilUnghast.  The  quartermaster  and  commissary  shall  be  responsi- 
ble to  you,  and  through  you  to  this  department,  for  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  his  office.  He  will  make  issues  upon  requisi- 
tions duly  approved  by  you,  when  practicable,  and  in  your  absence, 
by  the  surveyor  for  the  surveying  parties.  He  shall  have  charge  of 
all  the  stores,  supplies,  transportation,  and  such  other  property  of  the 
commission  as  may  be  placed  in  his  hands.  He  shall  make  no  pur- 
chases, and  hire  no  mechanics,  teamsters,  or  laborers,  except  by  and 
with  your  advice  and  consent.  He  shall  be  allowed  one  clerk,  whose 
salary  shall  not  exceed  that  of  the  surveyor's  clerk.  Neither  he  nor 
any  other  officer  or  subaltern  can  absent  himself  from  the  post  of  his 
duties  without  your  consent,  or  that  of  the  chief  under  whose  orders  he 
may  be  placed.  He  shall  be  governed  by  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  quartermaster  and  commissary  departments  of  the  army,  and  shall 
transmit  all  the  accounts  to  you  for  your  approval,  previous  to  their 
being  sent  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  treasury.  His  requisitions  for 
funds  must  be  made  through  you,  who  alone  (with  the  exception  be- 
fore mentioned)  are  permitted  to  draw  upon  the  department.  This  rule 
must  be  strictly  adhered  to,  as  great  confusion  has  arisen  from  the  pre- 
sentation to  the  department  of  individual  accounts,  which  should  prop- 
erly have  been  paid  by  you. 

The  salaries  should  not  be  greater  than  the  amount  fixed  below,  viz : 

For  secretary  to  the  commission $1,500 

For  commissioner's  clerk 1,000 

For  principal  assistant  surveyor 1,800 

For  1st  assistant  and  draughtsman 1,200 

Sub-assistants'  and  computers'  salaries  equal  in  amount  and  not  higher 
than  they  are  now  allowed. 

All  officers,  civil  and  military,  attached  to  the  commission,  will  be 
furnished  by  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  with  the  necessary 
quarters  and  subsistence ;  but  no  commutation  of  personal  expenses 
will  be  allowed  them  for  any  period  during  which  they  are  thus  pro- 
vided. When,  however,  such  officer  is  ordered  upon  distant  service, 
where  his  quarters,  transportation,  or  subsistence  must  be  procured 
with  his  private  funds,  or  from  other  than  public  sources,  the  depart- 
ment will  reserve  a  discretion  to  allow  commutation,  or  actual  ex- 
penses, as  may  seem  best. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART,  Secretary. 


•   P.  S. — I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  this  day  addressed  to 
Brevet  Maj.  Wm.  H.  Emory,  enclosing  his  commission  as  surveyor,  &x:. 
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Department  of  the  Interior, 

November  4,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  your  commission  as  surveyor,  under  the 
6th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  to  run  and  mark  the 
boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  Also  a  copy  of 
a  letter  this  day  addressed  to  John  R.  Bartlett,  esq.,  United  States 
commissioner,  containing  explanations  respecting  your  position  and 
duties. 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  the  31st  ult.,  to  A.  B.  Gray, 
esq.,  late  surveyor  ;  and  in  the  event  of  his  persisting  in  his  refusal  to 
affix  his  signature  to  the  necessary  papers  for  the  establishment  of  the 
"  initial  point"  for  the  demarcation  of  the  boundary  line,  as  ascertained 
and  agreed  upon  by  the  commissioners  of  the  two  governments,  I  have 
to  request  you  will  sign  the  official  documents  which  have  been  pre- 
pared for  the  purpose,  and  which  only  require  the  signature  of  the 
surveyor  to  settle  this  important  point. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H- H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 

Brevet  Major  Wm.  H.  Emory, 

United  States  Surveyor,  ^v,       # 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

November  4,  1851. 

Sir  :  In  order  to  reduce  as  much  as  possible  the  expenses  of  the 
Mexican  boundary  commission,  and  with  a  view  to  the  harmonious, 
correct,  and  expeditious  prosecution  of  the  survey,  it  is  deemed  expe- 
dient to  dispense  with  the  office  of  "  chief  astronomer ;"  and  the  Pres- 
ident having  appointed  Brevet  Major  William  H.  Emory  the  sui-veyor, 
under  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  your  services 
are  no  longer  required. 

The  astronomical  and  surveying  operations  will  henceforth  be 
directed  by  Major  Emory,  to  whom  you  are  requested  to  turn  over  all 
the  instruments,  books,  papers,  &c.,  in  your  possession. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 

A.  B.  Gray,  Esq., 

El  Paso,  Texas, 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

November  4,  1S51. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  te  you  herewith  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  this  date  to 
A.  B.  Gray',  esq.,  informing  him  of  the  appointment  of  Major  Emory 
to  be  surveyor,  undarthe  6th  article  of  the  treaty  of  GuaA^vrg^'fiiA.^- 
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Ss  to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  Kne  between  the  United  States  and 
exico. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 
JoBia  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

Commissioner,  ^t. 


Departmbnt  of  the  Interior, 

November  6,  1851. 

Sir  :  You  will  receive  herewith  certain  despatches  for  John  R. 
Bartlett,  United  States  commissioner.  Brevet  Major  Wm.  H.  Emory, 
and  A.  B.  Gray,  esq.,  of  the  Mexicsm  boundary  commission.  You 
will  proceed  as  rapidly  as  practicable  to  the  headquarters  of  the  com- 
mission, and  deliver  the  aespatches  to  the  parties  to  whom  they  are 
directed  respectively,  and  then  report  to  your  superior  officer. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 
»  Secretary. 

Charles  Radziminski,  Present. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

December  22,  1 851. 

Sir:  I  herewith  send  you  a  draft  drawn  by  John  B.  Weller,  late 
commissioner  for  running  and  marking  the  boundary  line  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  dated  May,  1849,  for  $500,  with  a  request 
that  you  will  i-epoit  to  this  department  whether  Mr.  W.  has  been 
charged  with  the  same  in  setdement  of  his  accounts  in  your  office. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H,  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 
Fifth  Auditor  Treasury. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

December  23,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  send  you  a  draft  for  $500,  drawn  by  John  B.  Wel- 
ler, late  commissioner  to  iiin  and  mark  the  boundary  line  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  dated  May,  1849,  and  request  that  the  same 
may  be  so  stated  as  to  enable  this  department  to  pay  it. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 
Fifth  Auditor  Treasury.  ^  * 
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Depaktment  of  the  Interior, 

January  2,  1S52. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  application  for  my  authority  to  rejoin 
the  boundary  commission  under  the  direction  of  John  R.  Bartlett,  esq., 
you  are  informed  that  I  cannot,  consistently  with  the  directions  hereto- 
fore given  Mr.  B.,  express  any  opinion  on  the  subject. 

He  has  been  instructed  to  reduce  his  force  to  tlie  lowest  possible 
point,  but  I  have  not  thought  proper  to  interfere  with  the  manner  of 
that  reduction,  or  to  designate  the  persons  who  should  be  discharged 
or  retained. 

You  are  probably  a<^sed  of  Mr.  Bartlett*s  wishes  with  respect  to 
yourself,  and  must  exercise  your  own  discretion  and  act  upon  your 
own  responsibility  in  the  matter. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 
S.  P.  Sandford, 

Wick/ord,  R.  I. 

Department  of  the  Intkrior, 

January  5,  1852. 

Sir  :  I  return  the  draft  for  $500  drawn  by  John  B.  Weller,  in  May, 
3849,  on  the  Treasury  Department,  in  favor  of  Zachrisson,  Nelson  & 
Co.,  which  was  received  with  your  letter  of  the  17th  ult. 

It  appears  on  the  2d  May,  1849,  said  draft  was  protested  for  non- 
payment at  the  request  of  Messrs.  Corcoran  &  Riggs,  of  this  city,  who 
were  then  the  holaers  thereof. 

With  a  view  to  its  payment,  I  have  now  to  request  that  Messrs. 
Rowland  &  A  spin  wall,  the  last  endorsers  of  the  draft,  be  informed 
that  Messrs.  Corcoran  &  Riggs  will  honor  it  by  their  endorsement  upon 
the  receipt  from  them,  of  authority  to  that  eflect. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 
Ernest  Zachrisson,  New  York. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

January  17,  1852. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  the  treaty  concluded  between  the  United  States  and  the  re- 
public of  Mexico  at  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  on  the  2d  of  February,  1848, 
contemplated  examinations  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  practicability 
of  constructing  a  road,  canal,  or  railway  along  the  boundary  line,  which 
should,  in  whole  or  in  part,  run  along  the  river  Gila,  &c.,  and  that  the 
conmiissioner  was  instructed  to  cause  ^ose  examinations  to  be  made. 

I  am,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 

Sl^tRETART  OF  WaR. 
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Department  of  the  Interior, 

February  11,  1862, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  lo  transmit  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  herewith,  copies  of  letters  addressed  to  this  department  by 
Brevet  Major  Emory  and  Lieutenant  O.  H.  Tillinghast,  United  States 
army,  both  attached,  to  the  commission  to  run  and  mark  the  boundary 
between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  under  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo,  being  the  latest  information  I  have  received  fiom  that  quarten 

The  committee  will  perceive  the  importance  of  an  early  appropria- 
tion for  this  work,  in  which  the  honor  of  this  government  is  deeply 
concerned ;  and  I  would  respectfully  but  most^amestly  urge  that  pro- 
vision be  made  as  speedily  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  is 
compatible  with  the  public  interest,  to  enable  me  to  meet  the  draft  of 
Lieutenant  Tillinghast,  which  it  seems  to  have  been  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  him  to  make. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  add,  the  appropriation  for  this  service  is  entirely 
exhausted. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary* 

Hor.  Geo.  S.  Houston, 

Chairman  Com.  Ways  and  Means^  H.  R. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

February  11,  1852. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  2d  instant,  referring  to  this  department  a  communication  addressed 
to  you  in  January,  1852,  by  Jos6  M.  Gonzales  de  la  Vega,  chargd 
d'affaires  ad  interim  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  and  complaining  of 
the  delays  which  have  occurred  in  the  progress  of  the  work  connected 
with  the  Mexican  boundary  survey.  In  reply  to  the  communication  of 
M.  de  la  Vega,  I  have  to  state,  that  while  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  any 
delay  has  occurred  in  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  survey  of  the 
boundary  between  the  two  republics,  everything  has  been  done  by  this 
department  with  the  view  to  a  prompt,  energetic,  and  harmonious  ac- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  respective  governments,  in  order 
that  the  important  work  upon  wHich  they  are  engaged  may  be  com- 
pleted without  unnecessary  interruption. 

In  reference  to  the  appointment  of  Lieutenant  Whipple  as  surveyor 
ad  interim  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  which  M.  de  la  Vega 
refers,  I  will  remark  that  this  appointment  was  necessary,  on  account 
of  the  protracted  and  dangerous  illness  of  Mr.  A.  B.  Gray,  the  sur- 
veyor. Lieutenant  Whipple  was  recognised  by  this  government  as 
surveyor  ad  interim,  and  nis  official  acts  in  that  capacity  were,  by  direc- 
tions from  this  department  to  Mit  Gray,  to  be  considered  as  binding  on 
the  latter  officer,  who  was  instructed  to  perfect,  by  his  signature,  any 
documents  prepared  requiring  it. 

This  department  relieved  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  firom  dujy  as 

I. 
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chief  astronomer  of  the  commission,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  William 
H.  Emory  was  appointed  to  succeed  him ;  and  as  the  interests  of  this 
government  seemed  to  require  a  diminution  in  the  number  of  officers 
on  the  pait  of  the  United  States,  to  prevent,  as  far  as  practicable,  un- 
necessary interruption  in  the  progress  of  the  survey,  and  to  place  the 
organization  of  the  American  commission  on  a  permanent  footing,  the 
President  also  appointed  Lieutenant  Colonel  Emory  the  surveyor  oo 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  under  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  in  the  place  of  A,  B.  Gray,  esq,,  with  instructions 
to  proceed  at  once  to  the  scene  of  operations,  and  report  to  the  joint 
commission. 

It  is  hoped  the  joint  commission  will  now  proceed  without  interrup- 
tion to  the  close  of  their  operations  on  the  survey,  and  that  nothing  will 
transpire  on  either  side  to  cause  any  delay  in  the  early  settlement  of 
the  boundaries  between  the  two  repubUcs. 

I  am,  sir,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary^ 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State* 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

February  18,  1852. 

SiK^  I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  two  letters  addressed  to  you,  on 
31st  October  and  4ib  November,  1851,  respectively,  at  El  Paso,  Texas* 

I  am,  sir,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 

A.  B.  Gray,  Esq., 

San  DiegOf  California. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

fVashingtony  February  18,  1852. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham,  kte  chief  astronomer  and 
head  of  the  scientific  corps  attached  to  the  commission  to  run  and  mark 
the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  has  this  day  re- 
ported himself  to  this  department,  and  is  now  relieved  from  duty  on 
that  service,  and  is  instructed  to  report  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

ALEX-  H.  H  STUART, 

Secretary* 

Hon.  C.  M.  Conrad, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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Department  of  the  Interior, 

February  18,  1862, 

Sir:  Having,  in  pursuance  of  your  instructions,  reported  yourself  to 
this  department,  you  are  relieved  from  furthei^duty  on  the  commission 
to  run' and  mark  the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico, 
and  will  accordingly  report  yourself  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  is 
advbed  of  this  order. 

I  am,  sir,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham, 

17.  S.  Topographical  Engineers^  4^.,  Sfc. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

February  21,  1852. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  16th  ultimo,  dated  San  Diego,  has 
been  received,  accompanied  by  a  report  made  to  Colonel  Graham  on 
the  10th  ultimo,  of  the  operations  connected  with  an  astronomical  and 
topographical  survey  of  a  portion  of  the  United  States  and  Mexican 
boundary  upon  the  Rio  Gila,  which  you  conducted.  In  reference  to 
your  request  for  funds  to  pay  your  assistants,  &;c.,  I  have  to  state  that 
the  appropriation  for  the  Mexican  boundary  survey  is  now  exhausted,  and 
no  advance  CEm,  tlierefore,  be  made  until  a  further  appropriation  for  that 
service.  Your  request  to  be  ordered  to  Washington  cannot,  at  present, 
be  complied  with.  The  department  desires  that  you  will  remain  with 
the  commission,  where  you  can  render  important  aid  to  Major  Emcwy, 
who  has  been  appointed,  by  the  President,  the  surveyor  under  the  5th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  in  place  of  A.  B.  Gray,  esq. 

Kvery  opportunity  will  be  afforded  you  by  the  department  to  com- 
plete the  computations  of  your  astronomical,  magnetic  and  meteorolog- 
ical observations,  and  to  construct  maps  of  the  various  surveys  and 
reconnaissances  performed  under  your  direction,  which  will  exmbit  the 
resuhs  of  your  labors,  duly  appreciated  by  the  department  as  highly 
creditable  to  the  commission. 

It  is  not,  at  the  present  time,  deemed  expedient  to  adopt  your  sug- 
gestion in  reference  to  "  an  extensive  series  of  magnetic  observations," 
and  the  desire  of  the  department  already  expressed,  that  you  should 
remain  with  the  commission,  will  prevent  a  compUance  with  your  wish 
to  be  "ordered  home  by  way  of  China,"  without  taking  into  consid- 
eration the  extra  expense  which  such  a  work  as  you  propose  would 
necessarily  incur. 

I  am,  sir,  &c., 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART, 

Secretary. 

Lieut.  A.  W.  Whipple,  Top.  Eng., 

Mexican  Boundary  Survey,  San  Diego,  Cali/ornifu 
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Commissioner  BartUtt^s  Correspondence  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior* 

Washington,  June  18,  1850. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  the  following  programme 
of  a  scientific  party  necessary  to  explore  the  country  watered  by  the 
Colorado  river,  and  the  districts  adjacent  to  the  route  of  the  party  at- 
tached to  the  Mexican  boundary  commission  ;  also,  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  such  scientific  exploration  : 

Geologist  and  mineralogist $1,400 

Assistant  ditto- 800 

Assistant  botanist 700 

Naturalist 1,000 

Assistant  naturalist *  60^ 

Two  artists  and  draughtsmen 2,0QP 

Taxidermist 600 

Philologist,  entomologist,  and  historiographer 1,500 

Four  assistant  clerks  and  copyists,  at  $400 1,600 

Two  laborers,  at  $300 600 

One  cook  and  one  servant,  at  $300 600 

Subsistence  of  the  party  for  one  year 3,750 

Four  wagons 850 

Horses,  mules,  and  equipments 1,450 

Instruments,  books,  tin  and  India-rubber  cases,  paper,  prep- 
arations for  specimens,  tents,  &c 1,700 

-  -A'  — — 

19,150 
» »  » 

Geographical,  meteorological,  and  magnetic,  and  other  subjects  which 
particularly  appertain  to  physical  science,  will  be  attended  to  by  per- 
sons connected  with  the  boundary  commission. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT. 

Hon.  Thomas  Ewing. 


Washington,  June  20,  1850. 

Sir  :  The  commission  for  marking  and  running  the  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  have  made  arrangements  to 
leave  New  York  about  the  middle  of  July  for  New  Mexico,  by  the  way 
of  San  Antonio,  in  Texas,  and  expect  to  reach  the  latter  place  about 

the  20th  of  August.  .  .    .•         . 

The  party  composing  this  commission  will  pass  through  a  portion  of 
Texas,  where  there  is  danger  from  the  attack  of  Indians.  It  is  deemed 
advisable,  therefore,  for  its  safety  and  that  of  the  property  intrusted 
to  its  care,  that  it  should  be  accompanied  by  a  detachment  of  dragoons. 
I  respectfully  ask,  therefore,  that  a  sufficient  number  may  be  detailed  at 
San  Antonio  for  this  duty,  to  accompany  us  to  El  Paso. 

On  leaving  El  Paso  for  duty  westtvard,  it  is  thought  that  infantrY 
wiU  answer  the  purpose  o£  aj»  escort  better  tViaxi  dwLgxyaa*   \  ^^vS.^ 
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recomraend,  therefore,  that  two  companies  of  infantry,  together  with 
artillery  for  two  mountain  howitzers,  be  detailed  for  this  duty. 

The  boundary  commission  will  have  three  surveying  parties  in  the 
field  kt  the  same  time — one  on  the  line,  in  the  valley  of  tne  Gila  river; 
the  other  within  three  miles  north  and  south  of  that  river.  On  this 
account  a  larger  force  than  usual  will  be  necessary.  The  wai'like 
character  of  tne  Apaches,  and  other  Indian  tribes,  is  such  that  the 
escort  should  be  sufficiently  large  to  protect  all  the  parties  in  the  field. 

I  am  desirous  that  the  explorations  connected  with  this  commission 
should  tend  to  the  advancement  of  science.  With  this  view  I  shall  be 
glad  to  have  officers  whose  scientific  attainments  may  be  useful ;  and 
from  the  high  reputation  of  Major  Kendrick,  now  in  New  Mexico,  as  a 
geolo^st  and  mmeralogist,  I  would  respectfully  ask  that  he  be  detailed 
tor  this  service,  to  accompany  or  command  the  escort. 

Lieutenant  Puff  C.  Green,  of  the  United  States  army,  now  on  leave 
of  absence,  asks  to  be  detailed  for  du^,  to  accompany  our  party.  I 
enclose  his  application,  and  shall  be  glad  if  his  wishes  are  complied 
with. 

Lieutenant  Strain  has  suggested  to  me  that  another  naval  officer 
would  be  very  serviceable  in  the  management  of  our  four  boats.  I  beg 
leave,  therefore,  to  ask  that  Midshipman  J.  P.  Hall,  who  I  am  told  is  an 
efficient  officer,  may  be  detailed  for  this  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Comtnissioner* 

Hon.  Thomas  Ewing,  ? 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Mexican  Boundary  Survey, 

Washington^  June  21,  1850. 

Sir  :  Colonel  McClellan  has  given  me  the  names  of  two  common  sol- 
diers which  he  is  desirous  may  be  permitted  to  accompany  the  bound- 
ary commission.  They  have  been  employed  in  similar  duties  to  those 
which  will  be  required  of  them  in  the  boundary  survey,  and  can  be 
relied  upon  should  any  of  our  juniors  be  disabled.  I  shall  therefore  be 
glad  if  they  can  have  permission  to  join  our  party.  Their  names  are 
W.  O.  Donohue  and  Corpoi'al  Campbell,  of  Colonel  Nauman's  first 
regiment  artillery. 

We  shall  also  require  additional  topographical  engineers.  Lieuten- 
ant T.  J.  Harris,  of  the  third  artilleiy,  has  been  named  to  me  by  Lieu- 
tenant Whipple  as  a  suitable  officer.  I  shall  be  glad  if  he  can  be 
attached  to  our  party. 

Brevet  Captain  Sutherland,  of  the  United  States  marines,  has  applied 
to  me  to  accompany  the  boundary  commission  in  the  capacity  of  as- 
sistant commissary.  I  enclose  his  appUcation,  and  shall  be  glad  if  it 
is  complied  with. 

On  tne  arrival  of  our  party  at  Lavaca  or  Indianola,  in  Texas,  we 

shall  require  the  aid  of  a  steamer  and  lighters  to  transport  us  to  Texas 

or  Victoria,  places  a  short  distance  *m  t]bfe  mleira,  beyond  the  reach  or 
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influence  of  the  miasima  of  the  coast.  I  beg,  therefore,  that  instructions 
be  sent  .to  the  officers  in  command  there  to  afford  any  aid  within  power 
towards  promoting  our  object.  I  respectfully  ask,  also,  that  an  order 
may  be  sent  to,  or  given  to  me,  on  the  quartermasters  and  comri^issi- 
ries  of  subsistence  on  our  route,  to  afE)rd  the  commission  all  the  facil- 
ities they  can  in  transportation  and  provisions. 
With  high  respect,  I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT,  Commissioner. 
Hon.  Thomas  Ewino, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Providence,  July  8,  1850. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  a  letter  this  morning  from  Mr.  J.  H.  T.  Ma- 
gnider,  who  requests  a  place  for  his  nephew,  James  Biays,  of  Maryland, 
in  the  boundary  commission. 

Mr.  Magruder  says:  "1  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Ewing  to-day, 
and  he  authorized  me  to  state  that  the  appointment  would  meet  with 
his  entire  approval." 

The  only  difficulty  in  the  way  of  Mr.  Biays'  appointment  before  was, 
that  there  were  no  vacancies.  This  gentleman  was  highly  recom- 
mended, and  I  have  no  doubt  may  be  useful;  but  really  our  good  Ma- 
ryland friends,  who  have  already  the  largest  number  in  our  paity,  ought 
not  to  ask  for  more.  I  find  on  my  list  the  fIJlowing  from  that  State,  all 
recommended,  I  think,  by  Governor  Pratt;  and  the  principal  part,  if 
not  all,  by  Mr.  Pearce  and  the  Maryland  delegation: 

James  Steele,  Charles  A.  Snowden,  James  T.  Scott,  John  B.  Stew- 
art, and  James  Biays,  now  to  be  appointed. 

I  will  send  Mr.  Biays  an  official  note  in  a  few  days,  unless  instructed 
to  the  contrary.  , 

My  object  in  writing  at  this  time  is  to  show  you  what  Maryland  has, 
so  that  in  case  further  requests  are  made,  you  may  be  able  to  state  the 
force  she  has  in  our  party.     It  is  true  these  places  are  all  minor  ones. 

My  fear  is  about  the  money;  for  the  pay  of  this  large  corps  of  gentle- 
men chain-bearers  will  absorb  more  of  our  appropriation  than  can  be 
spared.  My  fears,  however,  will  be  relieved,  if  we  get  the  appropiia- 
tion  for  the  scientific  corps ;  for  in  that  case  we  may  transfer  a  portion 
of  this  body  to  that  department. 

For  your  guidance  1  enclose  a  complete  list  of  all  the  appointments 
made  thus  far,  all  of  which  have  before  been  submitted  to  you ;  and 
their  papers,  generally,  have  been  placed  on  file. 

There  are  two  1st  surveyors  still  to  be  appointed;  and  there  maybe 
other  appointments  and  changes.  Towards  the  close  of  the  ftionth, 
when  I  visit  Washington  again,  I  will  give  you  an  official  list  of  our 
appointments,  on  which  I  will  make  a  difierent  arrangement  with  the 
chain-carriers. 

With  high  respect,  I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R-  BARTLETT. 

Hon.  Thomas  Ewing. 
9 
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Mexican  Boundary  CoMMissKm, 

New  York,  July  15,  1860. 

^  Spi'  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  consideration  the  accom- 
panying schedule  of  salaries  which  I  propose  to  allow  to  the  engineers, 
their  assistants,  the  mechanics,  and  laborers  attached  to  the  Mexican 
boundary  commission. 

In  fixmg  these  rates  I  have  consulted  with  Colonel  Graham,  of  the 
topographical  engineers,  and  with  Lieutenant  Whipple,  who,  for  the 
past  year,  has  been  attached  to  this  commission.  In  the  opinion  of  both 
these  gentlemen,  as  well  as  of  others  familiar  with  the  duties  upon 
which  we  shall  be  employed,  these  salaries  are  moderate.  I  would 
recommend  higher  rates,  but  our  appropriation  will  not  admit  of  it. 

Permit  me  to  ask  whether  the  pay  shall  commence  at  the  time  of 
the  appointment  of  our  employes,  which  was  the  latter  part  of  June, 
or  on  the  day  I  requested  them  to  report  themselves  in  New  York  for 
duty?  Every  person  appointed  was  desirous  to  know  the  fact  as  soon 
as  possible ;  but  in  the  notification  of  appointment  they  were  told  that 
they  would  be  notified  when  they  would  be  wanted  to  embark  with 
the  commission.  It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that,  with  the  exception 
of  those  who  have  been  actually  employed  in  duties  for  the  commission, 
their  pay  should  commence  when  called  on  for  duty. 

The  arrangement  for  a  steamer,  about  which  I  had  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress you  a  few  days  since,  was  not  consummated.  I  have  to-day, 
however,  closed  a  contract  with  Messrs.  Howard  &  Co.,  proprietors  of 
the  New  Orleans  steamers,  to  carry  the  party  attached  to  the  boundary 
commission,  together  with  their  stores  and  baggage,  to  Matagorda  bay, 
and  landed  at  such  place  as  we  may  desire,  for  $6,000.  We  are  lim- 
ited to  100  tons  fi*eignt  and  106  passengers.  For  passengers  or  freight 
over  these,  we  pay  extra.  These  terms  are  considered  moderate,  and 
are  very  far  below  any  other  tender  made  to  me. 

By  the  contract  we  are  to  sail  on  Saturday,  the  3d  of  August.  I 
shall  at  once  notify  all  persons  appointed  to  be  here  on  that  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Hon.  Thomas  Ewing, 

Secretary  oftlie  Interior. 


Salaries  proposed  for  the  persons  attached  to  the  Mexican  boundary  commis' 


sum. 


Comftiissioner  and  disbursing  agent,  fixed  by  law S3,000  00 

Principal  surveyor,  fixed  by  law 3,000  00 

Comnussioner's  secretary 1,500  00 

Commissioner's  clerk 1,000  00 

Quartermaster 1,600  00 

Quartermaster's  assistant 1,000  00 

Commissary  of  provisions  and  clothing ^ 1,600  00 

^ur^eoo. .•«•.••..•.•..••••.••...«««.««««««««««...  1,600  00 
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Secretary  to  Colonel  McClellan S1,000  00 

Draughtsman  to  ditto  and  interpreter 1,400  00 

6  first  assistant  surveyors  at  $1,500 7,500  00 

6  second  assistant  surveyors  at  $800 4,000  00 

2  draughtsmen  at  $1,000 2,000  00 

3  computers  at  $800 2,400  00 

2  magnetic  recorders  at  $800 1,600  00 

10  recorders  and  attendants  on  instruments  at  $800 8,000  00 

7  level  staff-bearers  at  $1  50  per  day,  or  $547  50 3,832  50 

6  instrument  cairiers  for  the  level,  compass,  and  theodolite, 

at  $1  50  per  day,  or  $547  50 3,286  00 

7  station  markers  at  $1  25  per  day,  $456  25 3,193  75 

14  chain  carriers  at  $1  25  per  day,  $456  25 6,387  50 

11  axe-men  at  $1  per  day,  $365 4,015  00 

7  cooks,  at  $365 2,565  00 

20  mechanics,  laborers,  and  servants,  at  $365 7,300  00 

20  superior  mechanics  at  $1  50  a  day,  $547  50 10,950  00 

4  superior  mechanics  at  $2  a  day,  $730 2,920  00 

3  orderlies,  at  $240 720  00 


87,058  75 

Total  estimate  of  expenditures  for  one  year. 

Pay  of  officers  and  men $87,067  76 

Subsistence  for  100  men 20,000  00 

Transportation  to  Texas 6,000  00 

Outfit 26,500  00 

Subsistence  for  animals 3,000  00 

Indian  presents 2,500  00 

Commutation  of  4  officers  of  engineers  at  $1,500 6,000  00 

151,057  76 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

New  Yarky  July  26,'  1850. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to^toake  a  requisition  on  Mr.  Ewing,  the 
late  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  on  the  21st  of  June,  for  an  escort  to  the 
boundary  commission  to  El  Paso,  and  afterwards  to  accompany  it 
while  engaged  on  the  survey  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  Umted 
States  and  Mexico. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  in  reply,  has  detailed  two  companies  of  in- 
fantry, under  the  command  of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Craig,  as  an 
escort  to  the  commission  from  San  Antonio  to  El  Paso.  And  one  com- 
pany of  74  men  as  an  escort  to  the  same,  wben  it  shall  leave  £1  Paso 
on  its  duty  of  running  the  boundary  line. 

Since  my  requisition  in  question,  and  the  detail  of  the  company  re- 
ferred to,  the  accounts  from  New  Mexico  state  that  the  Indians  have 
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assumed  a  more  hostile  attitude  towards  th5  Americans,  and  are  in 
actual  war  with  them.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  appears  to  rae 
that  a  larger  force  than  that  assigned  from  El  Paso  will  be  necessary 
in  order  to  protect  the  commission  and  enable  it  to  carry  on  the  survey 
and  examinations  required  by  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  with 
despatch. 

One  of  the  provisions  is,  to  examine  and  survey  the  country  north  and 
south  of  the  nver  Gila,  with  a  view  to  a  road,  canal,  or  railway.  This 
will  require  two  parties  of  engineers  and  survej^ors  in  the  field  at  the 
same  time. 

It  will  also  be  necessary  to  send  out  several  reconnoitring  and  sur- 
veying parties  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  commission  at  El  Paso, 
in  different  directions  over  a  large  tract  of  country  between  the  Rio 
Grande  and  the  headwaters  of  the  Gila;  and  also  to  trace  the  several 
tributaries  of  that  river.  The  whole  of  this  country  is  infested  with 
hostile  Indians ;  hence  the  necessity  for  an  adequate  escort. 

May  I,  therefore,  take  the  hberty  of  suggesting  whether  an  addi- 
tional company  to  the  one  already  detailed  may  not  tend  greatly  to 
promote  the  x)bject  contemplated  by  the  boundary  survey,  and  afford 
additional  security  to  the  several  parties  in  the  field  ? 

Should  this  recommendation  be  approved,  1  shall  be  glad  if  the  two 
companies  can  be  placed  under  the  command  of  Brevet  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Craig. 

When  the  scientific  party  attached  to  the  boundary  commission  was 
first  organized  by  Major  Emory,  he  was  desirous  to  have  a  larger  corps 
of  topographical  engineers  than  was  assigned  to  him ;  but  Colonel  Abert 
decided  tnat  no  more  oflBcers  could  be  detached  from  the  duties  on 
which  they  were  employed.  Additional  duties  are  now  to  be  per- 
formed beyond  those  contemplated  by  Majoi*  Emory,  and  the  number 
of  surveyors  and  assistants  has  been  doubled.  The  necessity,  there- 
fore, for  additional  officers  from  the  topographical  engineers  is  more 
apparent  now  than  when  the  original  organization  was  made.  I  re- 
spectfully ask,  therefore,  for  the  detail  of  two  second  heutenanls  or 
brevet  second  lieutenants,  for  the  service  alluded  to.  In  case  both 
cannot  be  spared,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  that  Lieutenant  Haines,  now  acting 
assistant  professor  of  mathematics  at  West  Point,  (who  is  desirous  to 
join  the  commission,)  may  be  detailed  for  the  purpose-  Professor 
Church'  consents  that  he  may  be  relie>fed  from  duty  on  the  boundary 
survey,  and  Lieutenant  Whipple  inforn#  me  that  Lieutenant  Haines's 
service  will  be  of  importance  to  him. 

At  Colonel  McClellan's  request,  I  beg  leave  to  renew  my  request  for 
the  detail  of  the  two  soldiers,  W.  O.  Donohue  and  Corporal  Campbell, 
to  join  the  commission.  They  belong  to  Colonel  Nauma's  1st  regiment 
of  artillery.     It  is  not  necessary  that  they  should  be  discharged. 

Private  Tansill,  of  the  marine  corps,  has  been  recommended  to  me 
as  a  person  who  would  make  himself  very  useful  as  a  commissarj's 
clerk  in  the  boundary  coipmission.  When  the  duties  of  the  commission 
begin,  it  will  necessarily  be  divided  into  several  parties,  operating  at  a 
distance  from  each  other ;  under  these  circumstances,  a  clerk  may  be 
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useful  in  the  commissary's  department.     I  respectfully  ask  that  private 
Tansill  may  be  transferred  to  the  boundary  commission. 
With  high  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT,  Commissioner. 
D.  C.  GoDi)ARD,^Esq., 

Chief  Clerk  Department  of  the  Interior ^  ^.,  ^.,  4^* 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

New  York,  July  26,  1850. 

Sir  :  There  are  now  in  New  York  and  BoAon  a  number  of  instru- 
ments belonging  to  the  Department  of  State,  which  were  placed  in 
possession  of  Major  Emory  for  the  boundary  surrey,  his  receipt  being 
given  for  them  to  that  department. 

As  it  is  desirable  that  all  tlie  instruments  used  in  the  service  should 
be  sent  out  by  the  steamer  with  the  commission  on  the  3d  proximo,  I 
respectfully  ask  that  an  order  may  be  given  for  their  transfer  to  Lieu- 
tenant Whipple,  he  transmitting  his  receipt  therefor  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior. 

Lieutenant  Whipple's  address  is  at  the  Irving  House,  in  this  city. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT,  Commissioner. 

D.  C.  GoDDARD,  Esq., 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Washington. 


Baltimore,  Thursday  Evening. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  forgot  to  leave  the  memorandum  for  the  order  to  Lieu- 
tenant Whipple.     Let  it  be  as  follows : 

To  LieuL  A.  W.  WmppLE,  Irving  House,  N.  Y.:  You  are  authorized 
to  receive  any  instruments  belonging  to  the  United  States  which  were 
used,  or  intended  to  be  used,  in  the  Mexican  boundary  survey,  and 
which  are  now  in  Boston  and  New  York,  and  transmit  to  this  depart- 
ment your  receipt  for  the  same.  These  instruments,  it  is  understood, 
are  to  be  used  in  the  same  service. 

I  would  also  like  to  have  the  chronometer  which  Mr.  Ewin^  told  me 
was  at  our  service.  This  may  be  sent  by  express  to  Lieutenant 
Whipple. 

By  sending  the  above  order  to-morrow  you  will  greatly  oblige, 

Yoursrtruly, 

:rOHN  R.  BARTLETT. 
D.  C.  Goddard,  Esq. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

New  York,  August  3,  1S50. 

$ir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  engineers,  surveyors, 
and  other  persons  connected  with  the  Mexican  \)0\iii(i^X5  c«l^Ii^Kv^ius^^ 
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sailed  from  this  place  at  4  o'clock  this  afternoon,  in  the  steamship 
Galveston,  for  Matagorda  bay,  in  Texas,  en  route  for  El  Paso. 

It  is  necessary  that  I  should  remain  a  few  days  to  settle  the  bills  of 
the  commission,  and  forward  them  to  the  Fifth  Auditor,  as  well  as  for 
my  instructions.  Lieutenant  Whipple  is  also  compelled  to  wait  for  the 
completion  of  thet  astronomical  instruments.  We  have  engaged  pass- 
age m  the  steamer  for  New  Orleans,  of  the  13th  instant ;  previous  to 
which  day  I  hope  to  be  furnished  with  my  instructions. 

I  forward  with  this  a  re(^uisition  on  the  treasury  for  $8,400,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  first  appropnations  by  Congress,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  boundary  ^mmission.  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  this  requi- 
sition forwarded  to  me  in  New  York.  It  is  to  pay  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  commission,  its  baggage,  wagons,  outfit,  and  stores  to 
Lavaca. 

The  contract  with  Messrs.  Howard  &  Son,  agents  for  the  Galveston, 
I  enclose  herein.  The  sum  agreed  upon  was  $6,000  for  one  hundred 
and  five  passengers  and  one  hundred  tons  freight.  We  had  an  excess 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  tons,  whicn  increases  the  sum  to 
$8,400. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commis$ianer. 

Hon.  D.  C.  GoDDARD,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  ad  interim,  Washington. 


Memorandum  of  a  contract  entered  into  this  thirteenth  day  of  July^  1850* 
between  John  R,  Bartlett,  commissioner  to  run  the  boundary  line  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  Mexico,  and  J.  Howard  4'  Son,  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  agents  for  the  steamship  ^^GalvestonJ 


» 


First.  J.  Howard  &  Son,  for  steamship  Galveston,  engage  to  receive  on 
board  said  ship  the  company  of  said  commission,  not  exceeding  in  all 
one  hundred  and  five  men,  (say  sixty  cabin  and  forty-five  deck-passen- 
gers;) also  provisions,  camp-stores,  and  other  baggage,  to*  the  extent  of 
one  hundred  tons  measurement,  and  to  transport  the  same  from  New 
York  city  to  Matagorda  bay  via  New  Orleans,  furnishing  said  cabin- 

Sassengers  with  usual  fare,  bed  and  bedding;  also  furnishing  said 
eck-passenffers  with  the  usual  fare  of  steerage-passengers — they 
furnisning  their  own  bed  and  bed()]ng.  Said  Howard  &  Son  also 
engage  to  receive  on  board  said  ship  any  additional  number  of  men 
for  said  Bartlett;  he  paying  for  the  same  twenty-five  dollars  for  each 
deck-passenger,  and  sixty  dollars  for  each  cabin-passenger.  They  also 
agree  to  receive  on  board  any  additional  quantity  of  freight  for  said 
Bartlett;  he  paying  therefor  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  dollars  per  ton 
measurement  of  forty  cubic  feet. 

Second.  John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United 

States,  engages  to  furnish  the  above-mentioned  passengers  and  freight 

to  said  steamship  Galveston,  and  to  pay  for  the  transportation  of  the 

said  one  hundred  and  five  jmssengers  and  one  hundred  tons  freight  as 

above,  to  the  said  J.Howard  &  SoQ^the  sum  o(  sv!L\.\io\)fiaad dollars  on 
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or  before  the  sailing  of  said  steamer;  also  to  pay  for  any  additional 
passengers  or  freight  at  the  rate  above  mentioned. 

It  is  mutually  agreed  that  the  said  steamship  shall  be  ready  for 
sea,  on  the  part  of  J.  Howard  &  Son,  and  that  said  passetigers  and 
freight,  on  tne  part  of  said  commissioner,  shall  be  furmshed  on  or  be- 
fore Saturday  tne  third  day  of  August,  1850 ;  and  that  said  steamship 
shall  sail  on  said  third  day  of  August,  at  four  o^clock  in  the  afternoon. 

In  witness  hereof,  we  have  hereunto  affixed  our  hands  and  seals 
this  15tb  day  of  July,  1850. 

J.  HOWARD  &  SON. 
JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

CommissianeTf  ^. 


(Private.]  New  York,  August  11,  1850. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  am  pained  to  hear  the  sad  news  of  Mr.  Morehead. 
His  derangement  must  be  the  return  of  the  attack  he  had  on  the  coast 
of  Africa.  It  will  not  do  for  us  to  depend  on  him.  By  Lieut.  Whip- 
ple's advice  we  shall  probably  secure  the  services  of  an  engineer  here, 
A^ho  is  highly  recommended,  by  the  name  of  Ketdewell.  He  is  an 
Enfirlishman,  and  has  served  several  years  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  royal 
artillery — has  been  engaged  in  important  engineering  duties  in  England 
and  Ireland*  I  have  examined  his  testimonials,  which  come  from  well 
known  officers  in  England ;  and  Lieutenant  Whipple,  who  has  had  sev- 
eral interviews  with  him,  thinks  he  will  be  an  acquisition.  He  is  to 
meet  us  in  the  morning. 

From  what  I  learn,  I  still  think  we  may  get  an  appropriation  for  a 
corps  of  naturalists,  to  be  added  to  the  boundary  commission.  In 
this  case  we  shall  want  a  few  additional  men.  I  regret  that  this 
organization  could  not  have  been  made  before  I  leave ;  but  to  guide 
the  department  in  the  organization  of  the  cArps  alluded  to,  I  enclose  a 
memorandum  showing  what  force  we  already  have  and  what  we  shall 
want. 

I  hope  to  get  my  instructions  in  season,  as  I  positively  sail  on  Tues- 
day, at  3  o'clock  p.  m.  A  letter  sent  to-morrow  (Monday)  will  reach 
me  in  season. . 

If  Colonel  McClellan  or  Mr.  Gray  have  any  special  instructions,  you 
will  greatly  oblige  me  by  sending  me  copies  of  them. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT. 

D.  C.  GoDDABD,  Esq. 


Mtmorandumfor  the  addition  of  scientific  men  to  the  Mexican  boundary  com' 
wussionf  and  of  persons  already  in  the  commission  to  be  transferred  to  thai 
corps. 

Botany. — This  department  is  already  filled  with  the  following:  George 
Thurber,  C.  Parry,  (now  on  the  line,)  and  Di.  Bigdo^w* 
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Geology. — There  is  one  in  this  department — Theodore  F.  Moss;  one 
or  two  to  be  added. 

Zoology^ — At  least  two  to  be  appointed. 

Ethnology — The  Indian  races  and  languages — for  J.  R.  Bartlett. 

Taxidermist. — Two  wanted. 

In  my  original  estimate  for  an  addition  to  our  scientific  party,  I  men- 
tioned four  assistants  or  copyists.  These  will  not  be  required  to  be 
furnished,  as  they  can  be  spared  from  the  party  now  on  it§  way  to  El 
Paso. 

A  person  very  competent  in  some  of  the  minor  depaitments  of  natu- 
ral history,  might  be  added  to  the  above. 

Artists. — Two  wanted.  Mr.  Howard,  of  Washington,  was  strongly 
recommended  for  one  of  these.  Mr.  Henry  C.  Pratt,  of  Boston,  has 
been  recommended  for  the  other.  I  know  the  latter  to  be  an  accom- 
plished artist. 

Mr.  Sparrow,  of  Maine,  has  been  recommended  to  me  as  a  naturalist 
His  name  may  be  placed  among  the  appUcants.  His  testimonials  will 
be  duly  presented  to  govern  the  Secretary  in  making  the  appointment 
or  not. 

It  may  be  well  to  consult  certain  scientific  men  before  the  places  al- 
luded to  are  filled.  I  would  recommend  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Morton,  of 
Philadelphia,  a  distinguished  naturaHst,  as  one  of  the  most  conscien- 
tious and  reliable  men  to  advise  with  in  this  matter ;  also,  Professor 
Baily,  of  West  Point. 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

New  York  J  August  13,  1850. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  brief  abstract  of  my  requisitions 
and  expenditures  on  account  of  this  commission. 

July     2.  By  requisition $22,000  00 

Aug.    3.           Do... 7,703  00 

Aug.    9.           Do. .  .in  favor  of  Howard  &  Son 8,400  00 

Aug.  10.  Do in  favor  of  Chubb  &  Schenck, 

for  advances 12,000  00 

Aug.  12.            Do. .  .in  favor  of  J.  W.  Smith  &  Co.  1,692  87 

51,695  87 


Against  this  I  have  transmitted  vouchers  to  the  amount  of  $21,520  67 

Do  do  do  do 724  00 

James  Myer,  quartermaster's  receipt 7,000  00 

Requisition  to  be  paid  HcJward  &  Son 8,400  00 

In  Chubb  &  Schenck's  hands  1»  pay  advances  to  men. , .      12,000  00 


49,644  67 


D.  C.  GoDDARD,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  ad  interim* 
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Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 
•  Victoria,  Texas,  September  11,  1850. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  Lieutenant  J,  G.  Strain,  U.  S,  N.,  attached  to 
the  Mexican  boundary  commission,  I  have  given  him  permission  to  re- 
turn to  Washington  and  report  himself  to  you. 

The  cause  of  Lieutenant  Strain's  desire  to  leave  the  commission  at 
this  time  is  a  misunderstanding  between  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel 
McClellan  and  himself.  I  find  it  impossible  to  effect  a  reconciliation 
between  these  gentlemen,  and  do  not  believe  that  harmony  can  be  pre- 
served if  they  both  continue  with  the  commission. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  with  a  desire  that  the  valuable  ser- 
vices of  Lieutenant  Strain  may  be  retained  for  the  performance  of 
other  important  duties,  I  have  directed  him  to  take  charge  of  the  four 
iron  boats  constructed  by  him  for  the  commission,  and  proceed  with 
them  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Gila,  and  there  await  my  arrival,  when 
I  propose,  agreeable  to  my  instructions,  to  ascend  that  river  and  make 
such  explorations  as  the  force  at  my  disposal  will  permit. 

At  the  same  time  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  recommend,  that  Lieu- 
tenant Strain  may  be  instructed  to  survey  the  headwaters  of  the  gulf 
of  California  and  the  river  Colorado  to  the  mouth  of  the  Gila.  There 
has  been  no  survey  of  this  portion  of  the  gulf,  and  the  lower  part  of 
the  Colorado  is  entirely  unknown.  Should  this  river  be  found  naviga- 
ble for  any  considerable  distance,  it  will  be  of  great  importance  for  us 
to  know  whether  it  is  accessible  from  the  gulf  of  California,  and  also 
to  possess  more  correct  geographical  knowledge  of  these  waters. 

Our  iron  boats  are  admirably  adapted  for  the  survey  and  explora- 
tions in  question,  and  by  proceeding  immediately.  Lieutenant  Strain 
will  be  tible  to  complete  the  same  before  the  commission  reaches  that 
portion  of  the  boundary  line  which  is  intersected  by  the  Rio  Colorado. 

In  conclusion!  will  add,  that  Lieutenant  Strain  made  a  reconnaissance 

of,  and  report  on,  Lower  Cahfornia  in  the  year  . 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Hon.  Thomas  M.  T.  McKennan, 

Secretary  of-^the  Interior. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso,  December  22,  1850. 

Sir:  Understanding  that  a  number  of  men  were  employed  at  San 
Antonio  by  Colonel  McClellan,  after  I  left,  as  well  as  on  the  march  of 
the  commission  to  this  place,  1  have  to  request  that  you  will  proceed  to 
San  Elizario  and  ascertain  who  these  persons  are  and  what  duty  they 
are  to  perform.  You  are  furthermore  authorized,  unless  it  should  ap- 
pear to  you  that  their  services  are  actually  necessary,  to  discharge  them 
at  once  from  the  commission  and  pay  them  off. 

Li  a  memorandum  to  me.  Col.  McClellan  states  that  he  had  turned  his 
servant  over  to  other  messes,  and  had  employed  Da\\o\im\ivs»  ^^^^\ 
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that  he  had  also  employed  an  old  Polish  soldier  as  an  orderly,  to  cut 
wood,  &c.  If  th^Colonel  is  unprovided  with  a  servant,  you  will  plea^ 
give  him  one  while  he  remains,  or  until  the  first  train  leaves  for  San 
Antonio,  and  afford  him  every  comfort  in  the  means  of  the  commission. 

You  will  remember  that  we  have  already  a  number  of  laborers  and 
servants — enough  I  should  think,  to  perform  the  duties  for  which  Colo- 
nel McClellan  has  employed  additional  men.  The  guides  and  huntere 
you  will  please  discharge  and  pay  off,  as  their  services  will  be  no  longer 
required. 

Among  the  men  employed  by  Colonel  McClellan  is  a  Captain  Dob- 
bins. 1  nis  man  was  brought  up  by  Colonel  McClellan  to  San  Anto- 
nio in  his  ambulance,  and  at  his  (the  Colonel's)  earnest  request,  I  as- 
sented to  the  engagement.  The  Colonel  furthermore  stated  to  me  that 
be  wished  the  services  of  Captain  Dobbins  in  his  oflSce,  on  his  arrival 
here.  This  I  did  not  a^ee  to,  and  as  I  now  learn  that  he  is  an  objec- 
tionable person,  and  will  throw  discredit  on  the  commission,  you  will 
discharge  him  on  his  arrival. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

R.  C.  Murphy,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary. 


San  Elizario,  Texas,  December  23,  )  850. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  instructions,  I  came  to  San  Elizario,  and 
have  to  report  the  following  persons  who  were  employed  by  Colonel 
McClellan :  S.  W.  Barker,  guide ;  J.  R.  Neide,  chain-bearer ;  J.  W. 
Dalton,  servant  to  Colonel  McClellan ;  Michelouski,  servant  to  Colonel 
McClellan ;  Captain  Dobbins,  guide  and  hunter ;  Jack  WiUiams,  hunter. 

Mr.  Barker  states  that  he  was  promised  a  permanent  place  in  the 
commission  by  Colonel  McClellan,  but  without  any  particular  duty  to 
perform.  He  has  never  been  west  of  the  Rio  Grande.  I  told  him, 
therefore,  as  directed,  that  his  services  would  not  be  required  and  pro- 
posed paying  him  off,  but  he  declined  a  settlement. 

As  tnere  are  already  twenty  persons  in  the  commission  holding  pla- 
ces as  chain-bearers,  it  appeared  to  me  that  Mr.  Neide's  services  were 
unnecessary.  I  stated  to  the  others  that  their  services  would  not  be  re- 
quired, as  on  inquiry  I  found  tlfcit  Colonel  McClellan  was  abundantly 
supplied  with  servants  and  other  attendants.  He  has  had  and  still  hsis 
the  following  persons  exclusively  devoted  to  him:  Charles  Rainey,  ser- 
vant; L.  C.  Houghton,  orderly;  R.  H.  Caffee,  secretary,  and  a  cook. 
Dalton  and  Michelouski  were  also  attendants  on  him  exclusively.  To 
Jack  Williams's  engngement  you  gave  your  assent. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  RIURPHY, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

Cotnmissioner. 
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Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso,  January  34,  1851. 

Sir:  I  received  only  last  evening  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant — 
also  a  copy  of  your  letter  addressed  to  the  mechanics  attached  to  the 
boundary  commission,  in  relation  to  their  pay.  In  this  you  say  that  the 
list  and  rates  of  pay  mentioned  "  is  copied  from  a  list  which  I  ap- 
proved at  Indian  r  oint"  (Indianola.)  If  you  have  any  such,  with  my 
approval,  I  request  that  it  may  be  shown  to  the  menhanics  who  are  in- 
terested, that  tney  may  know  who  has  deceived  them. 

Your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  referred  to,  is  couched  in  such  insult- 
ing language,  that  I  should  disgrace  the  jposition  I  occupy,  were  I  not 
to  notice  it  as  it  deserves.  I  have,  therefore,  to  inform  you  that  your 
connexion  with  the  boundary  commission  will  cease  with  the  close  of 
the  present  month. 

^lr.  Murphy  will  settle  your  account  and  pay  you  upon  signing  the 
pay-roll. 

Yours,  &c., 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commimoner. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Chamberlin. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso,  March  14,  1861. 

Sir:  Mr.  J.  Chamberlin,  who  was  lately  attached  to  the  boundary 
commission  as  blacksmith  and  superintendent  of  mechanics,  has  left  on 
his  return  with  Colonel  McClellan,  without  receiving  his  pay ;  and  as 
he  will  doubtless  attach  blame  to  ftie,  I  make  the  following  statement 
of  facts  in  the  case: 

I  reside  a  mile  from  the  military  post,  and  for  safety  keep  no  money 
by  me,  but  in  the  military  chest  of  the  post,  where  the  office  of  the  com- 
mission is  in  charge  of  Mr.  Murphy,  the  assistant  secretary  and  clerk. 
Here  Mr.  Murphy  pays  my  orders  for  money.  Chamberlin  settled  his 
account  with  me  to  December  31,  1850,  when  I  gave  him  an  order  on 
Mr.  Murphy  for  $245  11.  He  called  at  a  time  when  Mr.  Murphy  had 
just  paid  out  the  last  of  his  money ;  but  expecting  more  hourly,  foil 
which  I  had  made  arrangements,  he  requested  Chamberlin  to  call  on 
his  return  from  the  observatory  the  following  day,  when  he  would  pay 
him.  He  did  not  call.  A  few  days  after,  when  he  had  received  mj 
letter  dismissing  him  from  the  commission,  he  called  on  me  to  settle  his 
account  to  the  day  of  leaving.  I  then  proposed  paying  him  my  order, 
but  he  declined,  saying  that  ne  wished  to  buy  one  of  our  wagons,  if  I 
would  sell  it  at  cost,  to  carry  his  and  Colonel  McClellan's  bag^f^ge  to 
San  Antonio,  and  would  deduct  its  cost  from  my  order.  I  assented  to 
this  request  and  gave  him  an  order  on  the  quartermaster  for  a  wagon, 
if  it  suited;  but  he  concluded  afterwards  not  to  take  it. 

As  he  was  to  return  with  Colonel  McClellan,  I  sent  Mr.  Murphy  to 
San  Elizario,  25  miles,  to  get  funds  there  and  pay  him,  as  the  sutler  there 
had  furnished  me  with  cash  when  required  for  my  drafts.     But  onthi 
occasion  he  could  get  none.    He  then  returned  lo  TL\Y^S:0%    \^^\jl'3R.\3X 
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a  wagon  down  with  the  money  in  Mexican  dollars  to  Mr.  Henry  Jacobs, 
assistant  commissary  of  the  commission,  and  requested  him  to  pay 
ChamberUn  and  take  up  my  memorandum  in  his  hands.  He  called  on 
ChamberHn  and  tendered  him  the  money  in  presence  of  witnesses, 
which  he  refused  to  receive  (see  Mr.  Jacobs's  statement.)  There  is  due 
him  on  this  order  of  mine  $245  11.  Should  he  present  his  memoran- 
dum, it  may  be  paid  and  charged  to  me. 

After  Chamberlin's  dismissal,  he  called  on  me  for  a  settlement  for 
his  services  subsequent  to  December  31st,  1S50.  I  offered  him  his  pay 
for  one  month,  say  to  January  31st,  1851.  The  money  was  counted 
out  and  laid  on  my  table,  but  he  refused  to  take  it  on  the  ground  that 
he  was  entitled  to  pay  until  he  reached  his  home,  together  with  his 
travelUng  expenses,  which  I  would  not  consent  to.  Mr.  Vaudricourt 
also  tendered  him  this  money  in  my  absence,  when  he  refused  it.  Mr. 
Vaudricourt  is  now  absent  surveying.  I  will  send  his  statement  in  my 
next  letter  to  the  department. 

In  order  to  give  Chamberlin  another  opportunity  for  settlement,  I 
sent  him  by  Mr.  Jacobs  my  draft  on  Chiibb  &  Schenck,  Washington, 
for  his  pay  to  January  31st,  which  he  refused. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  state  that  no  person  in  the  commission  has  re- 
ceived so  many  favors  as  Mr.  Chamberhn.  Colonel  McClellan  de- 
manded large  pay  for  him,  and  he  was  accordingly  allowed  $1,000  a 
year.  And  on  his  stating  that  Colonel  McClellan  had  also  promised 
him  a  horse  and  equipments ;  all  his  clothing,  blankets  and  outfit ;  all 
the  tobacco  he  might  require — in  fact  that  all  his  demands  should  be 
satisfied,  I  consented  to  them.  Taking  these  into  consideration,  Mr. 
Chamberlin's  pay  and  perquisites  have  been  greater  than  those  of  any 
man  in  the  commission,  except  the  commissioner  and  principal  surveyor. 

The  month's  pay  for  January  is  Hot  now  due  M  •  Chamberhn,  as 
there  are  charges  against  him  for  labor  done  for  him  after  his  removal, 
to  be  deducted  from  it,  the  particulars  of  which  1  cannot  now  furnish. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

m  

I  certify,  on  honor,  that  on  the  16th  day  of  February,  1851, 1  re- 
ceived an  order  from  the  commissioner  to  pay  Jonathan  Chamberhn 
two  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and  eleven  cents;  and  that  soon 
after  receiving  the  order  I  went  to  San  Elizario,  where  I  understood 
said  ChamberUn  was,  with  the  money,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
same  ||  him.  Upon  inquiring  for  him  I  found  that  he  had  left  with  the 
train  going  to  San  Antonio.  I  followed  and  overtook  the  train  some 
sixteen  miles  from  San  Elizario,  and  saw  said  Chamberlin  and  tendered 
to  him  the  money,  which  I  had  in  Major  Bartlett's  ambulance.  Said 
ChamberUn  refused  to  take  the  money,  and,  consequently,  I  was  obliged 
to  leave  him  without  effecting  a  settlement. 

HENRY  JACOBS, 
Azsistani  Commmanj^  17.  S.  Sf  M.  B.  C. 
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I  certify  that  I  was  present  at  the  time  Mr.  Jacobs  offered  Jonathan 
Chamberlin  two  hundred  and  foity-five  dollars  and  eleven  cents,  and 
witnessed  said  Chamberlin  refuse  the  same. 

LEONARD  C.  HOUGHTON, 

U.  S>  ijc  M,  Boundary  Commission. 


State  op  Texas,  El  Paso  county : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  A.  C.  Hyde,  chief  justice,  El  Paso 
county,  Henry  Jacobs,  to  me  personally  known,  and  made  oath  that 
the  facts  as  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  certificate  are  just  and  true. 

HENRY  JACOBS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  at  San  Elizario,  this  13th  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1851. 

A.C.HYDE, 
Chief  Justice  of  El  Paso  County* 


Statement  of  R.  C  Murphy^  Assistant  Secretary  and  Clerk  of  the  Com^ 

mission. 

El  Paso,  February  2,  1851. 

Sir:  In  relation  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Chamberlin  I  have  the  following  facts 
to  state:  He  presented  your  order  on  me  (or  S245  11,  being  his  pay  to 
December  31,  1850,  when  on  his  way  to  Frontera,  six*miles  above.  I 
had  not  then  any  funds,  but  was  expecting  some  every  moment,  having 
made  arrangements  for  them.  I  requested  him  to  call  on  his  return, 
when  I  would  pay  it.  He  did  not  call ;  and,  in  consequence  of  his  neg- 
lect, I  was  compelled  to  go  to  San  Elizario,  a  distance  of  twenty-five 
miles,  to  pay  him.  On  my  arrival  tl^re  I  found  it  impossible  to  get 
any  money  in  the  place,  even  for  the  commissioner's  Mder  on  El  Paso, 
where  he  had  funds.     I  therefore  returned  to  El  Pas^ 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  C.  MURPHY, 
Assistant  Secretary,  Mex.  Boundary  Commission.      i» 

Mr.  J.  R.  Bartlett, 

Commissioner,  Sfc. 


I  certify,  on  honor,  that  on  the  16th  day  of  Febiiiary,  1851,  I  received 
an  order  liom  the  commissioner  to  pay  Jonathan  Chamberlin  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  dollars  and  eleven  cents ;  and  that  soon  after  re- 
ceiving the  order  I  went  to  San  Elizario,  where  I  understood  said 
Chamberlin  was,  with  the  money,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  same 
to  him;  w^hen,  inquiring  for  him,  I  found  that  ne  had  left  with  the  train 
going  to  San  Antonio.  I  followed  and  overtook  the  train  some  sixteen 
miles  from  San  Elizario,  and  saw  said  ChamWYm  ^lA  xsxA^x^^  \» 
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him  the  money,  which  I  had  in  Major  Bartlett's  ambulance.  Said 
Chamberlin  reliised  to  take  the  money,  and,  consequently,  I  was  obliged 
to  leave  him  without  effecting  a  settlement. 

HENRY  JACOBS, 
Amstawt  Commissary  ^  U.  S.  ijc  M.  B.  C. 


I  certify  that  I  was  present  at  the  time  Mr.  Jacobs  offered  Jonathan 
Chamberlin  two  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and  eleven  cents,  and 
witnessed  said  Chamberlin  refuse  the  same. 

LEONARD  C.  HOUGHTON, 
U.  S.  4^  M.  Boundary  Commission. 


State  of  Texas,  El  Paso  county: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  A.  C.  Hyde,  chief  justice.  El  Paso 
county,  Heniy  Jacobs,  to  me  personally  known,  and  made  oath  that 
the  facts  as  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  certificate  are  just  and  true. 

HENRY  JACOBS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  at  San  Elizario,  this  13th  day  of  March^ 
A.  D.  1851. 

A.  C.  HYDE, 
Chief  Justice^  El  Faso  County. 


Comision  de  Limites  por  parte  de  Mexico. 

Camp^  bn  Rio  Membris,  Julio  Ide^  1851. 

Ssnor:  LaM;ontinuas  dificultades,  que  han  estrado  presentandose 
en  la  comision  Americana,  para  el  trajo  de  la  linea  divisoria,  parecian 
ya  salvade :  pero  un  nuero  incidente  a  venido  i,  turbar  alva  vez  al 
prosecucion  cle  los  trabajos.  El  Teniente  A.  W.  Whipple,  que  con  el 
caracter  de  astronomo  y  agrimenser  interim,  hacia  los  espresado  trabajos 
conversacion,  con  el  de  la  parte  de  Mexico,  segun  miestros  acuerdos  se 
na  saparado  de  la  linea,  sin  que  yo  haya  recibido,  sin  un  simple  aviso 
por  la  parte  de  vd.  • 

Los  crecidos  gastos  que  estoy  crogando  en  el  desierto,  y  la  perdida 
de  tiempo,  en  un  negocio  que  se  preceptus  de  una  manera  tan  ter- 
minante  en  el  tradado  de  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  me  han  obligado  a 
prevenir  a  los  ingenieros  de  mi  comision,  que  continuen  adelante  el 
trajo  de  la  linea,  y  por  mi  parte  no  puedo  menos  que  manifeston  a  vd. 
mi  sentimiento  por  el  atix)  pellamiento  que  he  sufredo,  y  del  que  day 
cuenta,  con  esta  misma  fecha,  k  mi  gobiemo  asi  como  tambien  de  la 
madidaquehedictado  de  que  por  nuestra  parte  continuen  lasoperaciones, 
supueslo  que  a  la  comision  Ajnericana  no  le  es  posible  hacerlo. 
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Accepte  V.  con  este  molivo  mi  apricio  y  consideracion  say  de  vd. 
servidor  atendoy 

PEDRO  GARCIA  CONDE. 
Sefior  John  R.  Bartlett, 

Comisionado  de  los  E.  17.,  4^.,  4^. 


[TraniUuioD.] 
Boundary  Commission  on  the  part  of  Mexico, 

Camp  on  thb  River  Membris,  July  7, 1851. 

Sir:  The  continued  difficulties  which  have  been  presenting  them- 
selves in  the  American  commission  for  tracing  the  dividing  hne,  ap- 
peared to  have  ceased ;  but  a  new  incident  has  occurred  to  disturb  again 
the  prosecution  of  the  work.  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  who,  in  the 
character  of  astronomer  and  surveyor  ad  interim^  carried  on  these 
expressed  operations  in  conjunction  with  the  gentlemen  on  the  part  of 
Mexico,  agreeably  to  the  understanding  between  us,  has  I^  the  line 
without  my  having  received  so  much  as  a  simple  notice  from  you. 

The  increased  expenses  which  I  am  incurring  in  this  desert,  and  the 
loss  of  time,  in  a  matter  which  is  described  in  so  definite  a  manner  in 
the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  has  obliged  me  to  advise  the  engineers 
of  my  conmiission  to  go  on  with  the  work  of  running  the  line ;  and  for 
my  part  I  cannot  but  express  my  sentiments  to  you  relative  to  the 
obstacles  thrown  in  my  way,  and  an  account  of  which  I  give  to  my 
government  on  this  present  date,  as  well  as  the  measures  wmch  I  have 
directed,  in  order  that,  on  our  part,  the  operations  should  be  continued, 
taking  it  for  granted  that  as  to  the  Amencan  commission  it  is  not  able 
to  continue  them. 

Accept,  with  this  reason,  my  appreciation  and  consideration,  your 
obedient  servant, 

PEDRO  GARCIA  CONDE. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

Commissioner  for  the  United  States^  SfC.,  SfC. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  and  M.  B.  C, 

Santa  Bita  del  Cobre^  July  11,  1861. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  lo  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of 
the  7th  instant,  complaining  of  the  withdrawal  of  Lieutenant  Whipple 
Grom  the  line  without  havuig  received  any  notice  from  me  of  such 
intention,  and  in  consequence  of  which  withdrawal  the  survev  of  the 
line  has  been  arrested.  This  step  on  the  part  of  Lieutenant  Whipple 
has  surprised  me  much.  The  first  intimation  I  had  of  his  intention 
was  a  note  which  I  received  from  him  on  the  dOth  ultimo,  in  which  be 
says  that  he  has  received  orders  firom  Colonel  Graham  to  report  him- 
self in  person  to  him,  at  Frontera,  near  £1  Paso.  This  is  certainly  a 
movement  I  did  not  anticipate,  and  ibr  which  I  see  no  good  reason.  I 
was  advised  by  my  govemment  that  Cobnel  Gnibaxa  Y^aii  \)«^:ii  «3^ 
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pointed  chief  astronomer,  &c.,  and  would  report  himself  to  me ;  in 
doing  so  I  expected,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  he  would  present  him- 
self here.  Had  I  been  apprized  of  Lieutenant  Whipple's  intention  or 
Colonel  Graham's  orders,  I  would  have  instructed  Lieutenant  Whip- 

Ele  so  to  arrange  matters,  before  obeying  the  orders,  that  there  should 
ave  been  no  interruption  in  running  the  line. 
I  will  make  every  exertion  in  my  power  to  have  the  work  resumed 
forthwith. 

With  high  respect,  I  am  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  R-  BARTLETT, 

Cotnmisswner. 
General  Pedro  Garcia  Conde, 

Commissioner,  4^.,  camp  on  the  Membris. 


Santa  Rita  del  Cobrb,  New  Mexico, 

July  14,  1851. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  An  express  rider  leaves  here  in  a  few  hours,  who  is 
employed  by  some  persons  at  El  Paso  to  ride  through  to  San  Antonio 
in  ten  or  twelve  days.  He  will  therefore  anticipate  all  my  late  des- 
patches for  the  department  by  many  days. 

I  have  written  the  following  to  the  department,  which  will  not  be 
received  till  after  this. 

No.  10.  June  18.  Announcing  certain  resignations  and  changes, 
and  of  my  desire  to  reduce  the  commission — anticipating  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  department  dated  March  11,  &c.,  &c. 

No.  17.  July  1.  Containing  an  account  of  my  journey  to  Sonora — 
a  description  of  the  country,  &c. 

No.  IS.  July  15.  A  long  despatch  relating  to  the  11th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo ;  of  my  rescuing  a  female  captive,  aged 
fifteen  years,  and  two  boys,  from  the  Indians — a  document  of  much 
importance.     I  have  not  time  to  make  a  duplicate. 

No.  19.  July  7.  I  send  a  dupUcate  with  this.  .  By  the  same  mail  I 
wrote  you  at  great  length. 

All  is  going  on  well  now.  The  parties  on  the  boundary  have  ad- 
vanced one  hundred  miles  west  from  the  Rio  Grande,  and  are  rapidly 
progressing.  There  has  been  a  temporary  suspension  in  the  work  in 
consequence  of  Colonel  Graham's  ordermg  Lieutenant  Whipple  to 
report  to  him  in  person  at  Frontera,near  El  Paso.  This  has  annoyed 
me  much  as  well  as  General  Conde,  who  has  made  a  complaint  in 
consequence. 

Colonel  Graham  is  now,  I  learn,  on  his  way  here,  and  as  soon  as  he 
arrives  shall  reorganize  the  parties  and  resume  work  on  the  line. 

My  vouchers  have  been  sent  by  mail,  and  my  quarterly  accounts 
nearly  balancing  my  requisitions. 

The  following  have  left  in  consequence  of  my  desire  to  reduce  the 
commission:  Messrs.  Mathews,  Weams,  Stewart,  Sanford,  McDuffie, 
Cranston  and  Dunn ;  all  of  them  on  their  way  back  via  Santa  Fe. 

A  few  weeks  previous  the  following  left :  Gordon,  West,  Mallory 
and  Morry;  all  the  above  are  from  the  assistant  engineers. 
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Litchfield,  Owens  and  McClelland,  mechanics  of  Washington,  have 
all  left. 

As  soon  as  Colonel  Graham  arrives  and  I  ascertain  what  force  he 
wiU  require,  /  vnll  bring  the  commission  down  to  the  lowest  possible  limit. 

All  are  weU.     Must  refer  you  to  my  letters  by  mail  for  particulai's  of 
important  events  transpiring  here. 

In  great  haste,  yours,  very  truly, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT. 
D.  C.  GoDDARD,  Esq. 


[unofficial.]  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  8,  1851. 

Sir  :  In  my  official  despatch  I  have  very  briefly  stated  that  Mr. 
Gray,  United  States  surveyor  of  the  commission,  objected  to  the  bound- 
ary line  as  agreed  upon  by  the  joint  commission,  or  that  portion  of  it 
which,  beginning  at  latitude  32^  22'  north  on  the  Rio  Grande,  runs  3® 
west.  Mr.  Gray's  argument  is,  that  •*  the  point  where  the  Rio  Grande 
strikes  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico "  should  be  measured 
from  the  position  of  El  Paso  on  the  map  of  Disturnell  of  1847,  and  not 
from  a  parallel  of  latitude  which  guided  the  joint  commission  in  fixing 
the  point  determined  on.  Ij\  consequence  of  Mr.  Gray's  objection  to 
acknowledge  the  point  refewf^d  to,  I  have  been  compelled  to  suspend 
the  work  on  the  hne,  and  to  request  the  Mexican  commissioner  to  do 
the  same,  until  Mr.  Gray  should  become  satisfied  with  it,  or  until  some 
other  should  be  determined  on. 

I  shall  adhere  to  the  decision  of  the  joint  commission,  that  the 
"  initial  point "  was  correctly  marked  at  32°  22',  and  that  it  was  right 
to  determine  it  by  measurmg  from  the  nearest  parallel  of  latitude, 
particularly  when  we  knew  that  El  Paso  was  erroneously  placed  on 
the  map  above  the  parallel  of  32°  instead  of  31°  45' — its  determined 
position.  It  is  the  course  that  any  geographer  would  have  pursued  if 
unbiased  by  any  sinister  motive. 

El  Paso  is  but  incidentally  mentioned  in  the  treaty,  and  not  as  any 
starting  point.  If  the  line  should  fall  one  mile  or  one  hundired  miles- 
Tiorth  of  jEI  Paso,  it  will  conform  to  the  treaty.  Let  us  measure  frono. 
other  places  in  the  treaty  map,  and  see  whether  the  line  agreed  on  is^ 
nearer  to  them,  or  whether  the  line  proposed  by  Mr.  Gray  will  define 
their  position  more  correctly.  The  actual  position  of  San  Diego  (a 
fording  place)  is  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  above  the  boundary/  line 
as  marked  by  the  commission ;  by  tne  scale  of  the  map,  it  is  about 
forty  miles  above,  or  north  of  it. 

There  are  no  such  places  as  Bobledillo^  La  Rancheria,  Jacomcj  or 
La  Salineraj  as  marked  on  the  treaty  map,  between  San  Diego  and  El 
Paso. 

Picacho  is  a  mountain.  There  is  one  of  the  name  near,  say  three 
miles  south  of  the  line,  near  the  Rio  Grande,  and  another  near  the  Rio 
Mimbres,  eight  or  ten  miles  north  of  the  hne. 

La  Canada^  just  south  of  the  line,  does  not  exist* 

San  Elizario  is  an  old  town»  and  correctly  p\ac^  ou  \!c^  \£^^^  \£i»^ 
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"with  reference  to  the  32d  parallel.  Its  position  is  the  same  in  Distort 
nell's  map  of  the  United  States,  edition  of  1850;  it  is  the  same  on 
Humboldt's  map  of  Mexico,  or  rather  Nouvelle  Espagna ;  and  it  is  the 
same  on  General  Condi's  new  map  of  Mexico — London,  1845.  (I 
think  Colonel  Abert  has  a  copy  of  this.)  Here,  then,  is  a  well-known 
point  correctly  laid  down  on  all  the  maps  I  have.  Measure  from  this 
northward  to  the  boundary,  and  it  will  not  materially  differ  from  the 
distance  as  marked  by  the  commission  by  measuring  north  from  the 
32d  parallel. 

Mr.  Gray  says  the  parallels  of  latitude  are  wrong  on  the  treaty 
map,  and  that  El  Paso  is  correctly  placed.  This  is  an  extraordinary 
opinion  ;  and  if  correct,  El  Paso  must  remain  where  it  is,  while  all  the 
parallels  of  latitude  on  the  whole  face  of  the  globe  must  be  changed 
111  order  to  conform  to  it.  But  not  only  the  parallels  will  have  to  be 
changed — the  position  of  all  geographical  points  must  be  made  to  con- 
form. 

Let  us  take  two  objects  on  the  map,  nesu:  the  boundary,  from  which 
to  determine  by  admeasurement  where  the  Rio  Grande  strikes  the 
southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico. 

1.  The  position  of  El  Paso  on  the  treaty  map.  , 

2.  The  32d  parallel  of  latitude. . 

Shall  we  measure  from  the  one  known  to  be  oc^ect,  or  the  one 
known  to  be  erroneous  ?  Unquestionably  from  the  correct  one.  Now 
we  know  the  true  position  of  El  Paso  id  be  31°  45',  and  hence  en- 
tirely out  of  place  on  the  treaty  map.  The  32d  parallel  of  latitude 
intersects  Savannah,  which  we  know  to  be  rightly  placed ;  hence  if 
the  parallel  is  right  at  Savannah,  it  must  be  on  the  Rio  Grande. 

ftlr.  Gray  says  that  Santa  Fe  and  other  towns  on  the  river  bear  the 
same  relative  position  to  El  Paso,  and  hence  all  must  be  removed 
south.  This  assertion  is  incorrect.  Some  may  be,  and  doubtless  are, 
out  of  their  right  places.  Others  are  coiTect :  instance  San  Diego,  above 
32  degrees  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  San  Elizario,  south  of  the  parallel. 

The  initial  point  on  the  Rio  Grande  was  not  the  only  difficulty  that 
presented  itself  in  determining  the  boundary  between  that  river  and 
the  Gila.  The  western  limit  of  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico 
was  another.  Geographers  not  familiar  with  the  country  would  have 
deteriinined  this  point  by  its  longitude,  which  is  about  30°  45'  west 
from  Washington,  or  107°  45'  from  Greenwich,  and  from  thence 
would,  according  to  the  treaty,  follow  "  the  western  line  of  New  Mexico 
wntil  it  intersects  the  first  branch  of  the  Gila ;  or  if  not  any  branch  of 
that  river,  then  to  the  point  on  said  line  nearest  to  said  branch,"  &c. 
/Such  a  line  drawn  on  the  ground  will  (as  you  will  perceive  by  Emory's 
map)  caiTy  us  east  of  the  copper  mines.  The  neaiest  branch  of  the 
Gila  is  one  (not  on  Emoiy's  map)  which  has  just  been  discovered  run- 
ning into  that  river  northwest  of  the  copper  mines.  To  the  source  of 
this  branch,  therefore,  we  shall  have  to  run,  thereby  losing  the  copper 
mines,  the  valuable  timber,  and  rich  valleys  in  the  vicinity,  and  all 
means  of  reaching  the  Gila. 

Now  it  is  known  that  there  is  an  error  of  more  than  two  degrees  of 

longhude  between  the  Rio  Grande,  where  the  southern  boundary  of 

JVew  Mexico  strikes  it|  and  the  gu\C  o£  C^iifotwia%    Who  must  lose 
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these  two  degrees,  Mexico  or  the  United  States  ?  We  throw  the  loss 
on  Mexico  by  claiming  and  obtaining,  as  I  have  done,  the  entire  length 
of  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico ;  in  reality,  taking  from  her 
a  considerable  portion  of  Sonora. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  framers  of  the  treaty  intended  that  the  river 
Gila  should  be  the  boundary  between  the  two  repubUcs  for  its  entire 
lengthy  as  it  appears  by  the  treaty  map.  The  very  words  of  the  treaty 
are  based  ort  this  supposition,  as  they  say  that  the  hne  shall  run 
**  northward  until  it  intersects  tht  jirzt  branch  of  the  Gila," — not  a 
branch  of  the  Gila;  and  fearing  that  it  might  pass  along  without 
touching  that  river  at  all,  they  provided  that  it  should  deviate  from  its 
northerly  direction,  and  by  a  "  direct  line"  strike  across  to  the  nearest 
branch  emptying  into  the  Gila,  thence  down,  &c.  The  spirit  of  the 
treaty  as  well  as  the  map  required  that  the  line  should  intersect  the 
Gila  at  its  first  branch — i.  e.,  near  its  source,  as  appears  by  the  treaty 
map*  It  certainly  did  not  contemplate  the  Une  passing  to  the  south  of 
that  river  and  extending  one  and  a  half  degree  west.  With  the 
map  referred  to,  and  the  treaty  before  us,  which  are  to  be  our  only 
guides,  no  one  could  have  anticipated  such  an  extent  of  countrj^  and 
boundary  as  th§  United  States  obtain  by  the  agreement  of  the  joint 
commission,  and  which  is  now  objected  to  by  Mr.  Gray. 

Let  us  imagine  the  line  to  be  removed  below  the  parallel  of  32^,  as 
claimed  by  Mr.  Gray ;  are  we  also  to  claim  the  3^  west?  Is  Mexico 
to  concede  every  demand  we  make  on  her  ?  General  Conde  has  sev- 
eral times  spoken  of  the  great  advantage  gained  by  the  United  States 
in  securing  the  copper  mine  region  and  teiritoiy  south  of  the  Gila,  a 
result  entirely  unexpected  and  unforeseen  by  Mexico. 

Where  is  the  conciliatory  spirit  which  is  to  govern  the  United  States 
commission,  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Secretary  Buchanan  in  his  original  in- 
structions? ^  The  Secretary  also  states  that  the  President  desired  "no 
advantage  over  the  Mexican  government,"  but  to  maintain  '*  our  just 
rights  under  the  treaty." 

I  am  unprepared  to  support  my  views  by  arguments  from  other  au- 
thorities besides  tlie  treaty  and  its  accompanying  map,  to  which  I  am 
confined.  I  have  endeavored  in  vain  to  procure  statistical  books 
or  maps  relating  to  the  northern  States  of  Mexico,  in  order  to  see  what 
limits  have  been  given  to  these  States,  and  particularly  whether  the 
boundarv  between  Chihuahua  and  New  Mexico  is  defined  as  north  of 
the  parallel  of  32^.  Also,  to  see  what  is  the  lx)undary  between  New 
Mexico  and  Sonora.  If  the  line  is  generally  laid  down  north  of  32°, 
the  conclusion  will  be  that'we  must  fix  it  there  instead  of  below  it,  as 
proposed  by  Mr.  Gray.  May  I  take  the  hbeity  of  suggesting  to  you 
to  examine  the  Mexican  map  to  be  found  in  Washington;  also,  any 
books  which  will  throw  light  on  the  subject.  But,  after  all,  the  treaty 
confines  us  to  DisturnelVs  map,  and  a  decision  may  be  made  from  this. 

The  question  will  naturally  arise,  although  it  is  one  which  should  not 
and  did  not  govera  me  in  my  course,  what  is  the  value  of  the  country 
or  valley  in  dispute  ?  The  extent  is  fmm  twenty-five  to  thirty  miles 
along  one  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande ;  the  only  value  is  the  valley  of  the 
river,  which  averages  one  and  a  half  mile  in  width,  worth  from  50  ceat^ 
to  $1  per  acre.    Bejond  this,  west,  is  a  deseit  m\.ViQ\i\.vi^\.^t^^Wi^% 
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or  grass,  where  not  one  aa'e  can  ever  be  cultivated,  where  no  military 
post  can  be  sustained,  and  which  can  never  be  inhabited. 

There  is  a  village  called  Mesilla^  eight  or  ten  miles  below  the 
boundary  line  as  now  determined,  containing  from  eight  hundred  to 
one  thousand  inhabitants.  It  consists  of  mud,  or  chiefly  of  slick 
houses,  and  has  been  settled  within  two  years  by  Mexicans  who  have 
abandoned  their  residences  on  our  side  of  the  river,  preferring  to  be 
under  the  Mexican  government.  One  half  of  these  removed  from 
Delia  Ana  in  consequence  of  the  encroachments  made  on  them  by  the 
Americans.  Should  this  village  fall  within  the  United  States,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  three  quarters  of  the  inhabitants  would  abandon  it  and 
remove  below  the  line,  where  the  land  is  equally  good  and  where  the 
Mexican  government  will  give  it  to  them  if  they  will  settle  it.  That 
government  is  now  estabhshing  colonies  in  various  places  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  giving  lands  to  setders.  Many  Mexicans  have  in  conse- 
quence removed  from  our  side,  and  there  is  no  doubt,  had  not  decisive 
measures  been  taken  last  winter  at  Socorro  in  the  execution  of  four 
men  and  expelling  a  large  number  of  others  (who  deserved  hanging) 
from  that  town,  that  it  would  have  been  entirely  abandoned  to  avoid 
the  bad  treatment  from  the  Americans  there.  ^ 

I  can  say  no  more  on  this  subject  without  books  and  maps  ;  what  I 
have  said  is  a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  and  facts  derived  from  the  scanty 
materials  before  me.  Even  this  I  would  not  have  written  if  Mr.  Gray 
had  not  intended  writing  the  department  on  the  subject.  The  matter  has 
not  even  been  laid  before  the  joint  commission  ^  so  that  the  whole  is  pre- 
mature and  should  not  be  publicly  discussed.  Should  there  be  no  de- 
cision by  the  United  States  government  on  this  point,  I  shall,  after 
reaching  San  Diego,  go  to  the  city  of  Mexico  and  ^procure  the  materials 
required  for  a  close  examination  of  the  subject,  and  take  them  wkh  me 
to  Washington ;  but  I  hope  the  government  may,  from  the  facta  before 
it,  approve  the  line  as  already  fixed  and  stop  further  litigation. 

Notwithstanding  the  difference  of  opinion  between  Mr.  Gray  and 
myself  on  the  point  referred  to,  the  best  feeling  exists  between  us. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R,  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart. 

P.  S. — A  courier  has  just  arrived  from  General  Condc,  who  has 
been  tracing  the  line  its  whole  length  of  three  degrees.  He  says  that 
"the  line  will  run  very  near  to  the  San  Pedro  river,^  This  is  of  great 
importance  to  us,  for  should  it  strike  even  a  branch  of  that  stream,  we 
follow  it  to  its  junction  with  the  Gila. 

Memoranda. — Map  No.  1,  being  a  copy  of  Distumeirs  map  of  1847. 

San  Diego  is  not  far  from  ita  true  position.  It  is  a  mere  fording 
place,  without  a  house  or  farm. 

Robledillo— La  Rancheria — Jacome — do  not  exist,  nor  can  I  learn 
anything  of  their  former  position. 

La  Salinera. — This  means  a  place  where  salt  is  procured.  There  are 
several  such  along  the  valley  of  the  river.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
mark  out  the  one  on  the  map. 
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Picacho. — ^This  is  a  taountain  peak,  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  above  the 
line  of  32°  22',  as  marked  on  the  ground.  There  is  another  of  the  same 
name  three  or  four  miles  below  the  line  near  the  Rio  Grande. 

San  Elizario  is  correctly  placed  on  the  map  with  regard  to  its  lati- 
tude, and  has  the  same  place  upon  the  other  map  before  me. 

El  Paso  is  wronp;ly  placed  on  this  map.  Its  true  position  as  deter- 
mined, astronomically,  is  31°  45'. 

Memorandum. — The  parallel  of  32°  intersects  Savannah.  If  the  line 
is  correct  at  that  place,  it  is  so  at  the  Rio  Grande. 

No.  2,  Emory^s  map. 

Red  line,  at  32°  22'. — Agreed  upon  by  commissioners,  but  objected 
to  by  Mr.  Gray. 

Bldck  line  <md  dots. — ^Proposed  by  Mr.  Gray ;  obtained  by  measuring 
from  the  known  erroneous  position  of  El  Paso  on  the  map. 

Blue  dotted  late. — That  of  General  Conde,  which  would  be  the  line  ^ 
if  the  longitude  of  the  western  termination  of  the  southern  boundary  of 
New  Mexico  is  taken  according  to  the  treaty  map. 

Note. — The  country  west  of  the  Rio  Grancle  is  valueless ;  not  an 
acre  is  susceptible  of  cultivation  save  the  valley  of  the  river,  which  in 
the  district  in  dispute  averages  one  and  a  half  mile  in  width. 

General  Cond6,  who  is  at  the  western  termination  of  the  line  of  32® 
^2\  informs  me,  by  letter,  that  this  point  will  be  very  near  the  San 
Pedro  river.  If  it  strikes  that  river,  or  any  branch  emptying  into  it, 
our  boundary  wiU  follow  it  to  its  junction  with  the  Gila. 


UxiTED  States  and  Mexican  Bound  art  Commission, 

JSanta  Rita  del  Cohre,  near  Mexico,  August  15,  1851. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  has  presented  me  the  accompanj^ing 
account  for  his  services  as  chief  astronomer,  amounting  to  $l,568-»- 
being  eight  dollars  a  day  for  196  days.  As  there  were  several  persons 
acting  elsewhere  as  chief  astronomer,  viz:  Major  Emory  and  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Graham,  I  am  unwilling  to  decide  as  to  the  claim  of  Lieu- 
tenant Whipple,  and  therefore  leave  the  matter  for  the  decision  of  the 
department. 

This  great  expense  has  been  incurred  by  the  non-arrival  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Graham,  thereby  having  two  officers  drawing  the  same  pay 
f(3r  services  rendered  by  one. 

This  communication,  as  I  understand,  goes  by  an  express  sent  off 
fcy  Colonel  Graham,  without  my  being  advised  or  in  any  manner  con- 
sulted in  reference  to  it.  I  therefore  respectfully  object  to  any  expenses 
thereby  incurred  being  charged  to  the  commission.  I  avail  myself  of 
the  opportunity  accidentally  offered,  (through  Lieutenant  Whipple,)  to 
advise  the  department  that  I  shall  forthwith  send  a  special  messenger 
to  Washington,  with  important  despatches. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Cominissioficr. 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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Ttie  UxiTED  States  to  A.  W.  Whipple,  LietUenant  U.  S.  Topographical 
EngineeiSy  Dr.j  on  account  of  the  United  State9  and  Mexican  boundary 
commission: 

To  commutation  for  personal  expenses  allowed  while  act- 
ing, by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  as 
principal  astronomer  and  chief  topographical  engineer, 
upon  the  United  States  and  Mexican  boundary  commis- 
sion, from  December  15th,  1850,  to  June  29th,  1851, 
being  196  days,  at  $8  per  day $1,568  00 


I  certify  that  in  conformity  with  my  instructions  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior,  the  duties  of  chief  astronomer  were  temporarily 
assigned  to  Lieutenant  Whipple,  on  the  13th  of  December,  1850,  ana 
that  he  acted  in  that  capacity  until  the  arrival  of  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham, 
who  had  been  appointed  to  fill  the  place  vacated  by  the  recall  of  Col- 
onel McClellan.  Lieutenant  Whipple  was  ordereJ  by  Colonel  G.  to 
report  to  him  in  person  at  Frontera,  on  the  29th  of  June,  when  his 
labors  ceased.  I  think  Lieutenant  W.  entitled  to  his  pay  for  his  ser- 
vices as  chief  astronomer — ^the  amount  to  be  fixed  by  the  DepartmeiU 
of  the  Interior. 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissiontr* 


Hermosillo,  S0NORA9  Mexico, 

January  1,  1852. 

The  undersigned,  to  whom  was  referred  an  account  of  Samuel  W. 
Barker  against  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the  Mexican  boundary 
commission,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  sixty-two 
cents  ($209  62,)  respectfully  reports: 

*  That  a  few  days  previous  to  the  arrival  of  that  portion  of  the  com- 
mission under  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  McClellan  at  San  Elizario, 
Texas,  he,  the  undersigned,  received  an  express  from  the  train,  with 
letters.  From  that  express  he  learned  that  Colonel  McClellan  had 
emploj^ed  several  men  on  the  march  up  from  San  Antonio.  Knowing 
that  the  commission  was  already  too  large,  and  that  no  additions  what- 
ever were  necessary,  the  undersigned  despatched  the  clerk  of  the  com- 
mission, Mr.  R.  C.  Murphy,  from  El  Paso  to  San  Elizario,  to  meet  the 
party  on  its  arrival  at  that  place,  with  orders  to  discharge,  and  money 
to  pay  off,  all  who  had  been  so  employed  by  said  McClellan. 

These  orders  were  obeyed  by  Mr.  Murphy,  who  stated  on  his  return 
that  a  man  named  S.  W.  Barker,  one  of  the  number  employed  by  said 
McClellan,  refused  to  settle,  on  the  ground  that  he  hacl  been  perma- 
nentlj'  engaged  by  that  officer. 

Soon  after,  when  in  San  Elizario,  the  undersigned  met  said  Barker. 
He  said  he  had  been  permanently  engaged  by  Colonel  McClellan,  as 
a  guide  to  the  commission.  The  undersigned  then  told  him  that  if  he 
was  familiar  with  the  country  west  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  along  the 
Gila,  (which  would  be  the  field  of  labor  of  the  engineers,  that  season,) 
he,  the  undersigned,  would  retain  him.  He  said,  in  reply,  that  he 
was  not,  never  Saving  been  th^re.    The  said  Barker  then  said  that 
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Colonel  McClellan  said  he  should  have  a  place  in  the  commission.  The 
undersigned  then  asked  him  if  he  was  an  engineer,  surveyor,  artist, 
naturalist,  or  mechanic,  so  that  he  could  make  himself  useful.  He 
repHed  in  the  negative.  Finding,  therefore,  that  he  would  be  wholly 
useless  to  the  commission,  the  undersigned  told  him  that  he  could  not 

§ive  him  employment.  Furthermore,  the  undersigned  stated  to  him 
lat  Colonel  McClellan  had  no  authority  whatever  to  employ  him  as  a 
guide,  or  in  any  other  capacity ;  but  that  under  the  circumstances,  he 
would  pay  him  while  with  the  commission,  to  its  arrival  on  the  10th 
December,  at  two  dollars  ($2)  per  day,  at  which  rate  the  undersigned 
afterwards  settled  with  said  Barker,  and  took  his  voucher  for  the  set- 
tlement. 

Colonel  McClellan  certifies  that  the  services  charged  by  Mr.  Barker 
**  were  rendered  by  him  as  stated" — viz :  •*  as  guide  en  route  from  San 
Antonio  to  El  Paso,  from  10th  December  to  6ln  February,  1851." 

The  commission  arrived  at  San  Elizario  on  the  10th  of  December, 
near  El  Paso,  when  Mr.  Barker  received  his  discharge,  and  was  ten- 
dered his  pay. 

From  the  above  facts  the  undersigned  respectfully  reports,  that  the 
account  of  «aid  Samuel  W  Barker  against  the  Mexican  (United  States) 
boundary  commission  is  unjust,  and  tnat  it  should  not  be  allowed. 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
JIoTL  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  tfie  Interior^  Washington. 


Washington  City,  July  7,  1851. 

Sm:  Herewith  I  enclose  a  power  of  attorney  for  Mr.  S.  W.  Barker, 
to  collect  whatever  may  be  due  him,  as  set  forth  in  the  papers  accom- 
panying the  account.  Colonel  McClellan  has  certified  that  he  is  en- 
titled, though  Mr.  Biutlett  declined  to  pay  him.  Be  pleased  to  do 
whatever  you  may  think  best,  and,  if  necessary,  to  write  to  Mr.  Bart- 
lett  on  the  subject.  The  account  is  left  open,  to  be  made  out  correctly, 
for  all  and  every  allowance  that  he  may  be  entitled  to,  as  agreeably  to 
the  rules  governing  other  branches  of  tne  public  service.  Persons  dis- 
chajged  as  he  has  been,  aie  entitled  to  one  day's  pay  for  every  twenty 
miles  from  place  of  discharge  to  the  place  where  engaged.  Soldiers 
and  officers  receive  this;  also  subsistence  in  like  manner:  one  ration 
for  every  twenty  miles,  and  then  $8  for  every  hundred  miles,  trans* 
portation — twenty  miles  being  deemed  a  day.  And  the  distance  from 
feao  Antonio  to  El  Paso,  I  find  from  the  Quartermaster  General's  docu- 
ments, is  673  miles,  by  a  viameter. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  T.  QUEEN, 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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The  United  States, 

To  Samuel  W.  Bar^r,  Dk- 

1850.— For  services  as  guide  with  the  United  States  boundary 
commission  en  route  from  San  Antonio,  Texas,  to  El  Paso, 
from  the  10th  of  December,  1850,  to  the  6th  of  February, 
1851,  inclusive,  at  two  dollars  per  day  lor  fifty-eight  days,  $116  00 


I  certify  that  the  above  account  is  correct  and  just;,  that  the  services 
were  rendered  as  stated ;  and  that  they  were  necessary  for  the  public 
service. 

J.  McCLELLA>\ 
Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.y  CapU  T.  E. 


Mr.  Barker  not  having  been  discharged  and  paid  until  the  6th  Feb- 
ruary, 1851,  is  entitled  to  pay  to  that  date,  as  is  customary  in  the 
government  service,  and  to  his  return  back  to  the  place  where  he  was 
engaged. 

J.  McCLELLAN, 
Bvt.  Lieut.  ColomL 


The  United  States,. 

To  Samuel  W.  Barker,  Dr. 

For  services  in  the  boundary  commission  as  guide,  under 
the  command  of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J-  McClellan, 
from  the  10th  of  December,  1850,  to  the  6th  of  February, 
1851,  inclusive — 58  days,  at  $2  per  day $116  00 

For  subsistence  from  the  1st  of  January,  1861,  to  the  16th 
of  March,  inclusive— one  ration  per  day — ^75  days,  at 
55J  cents  per  ration 41  62  J 

For  travelling  from  El  Paso  to  the  Rio  Sabinal — 650  miles, 

at  8  cents  per  mile -52  00 

209  62^ 


SAMUEL  W.  BARKER- 

The  State  of  Texas, 
County  of  Bexar. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Samuel  W.  Barker,  of  the 
county  and  state  aforesaid,  do  by  these  presents  make,  constitute  and 
appoint,  Richard  T.  Queen,  of  Washington  city,  D.  C,  my  true  and 
lawful  attorney,  to  collect  from  the  United  States  government  the 
amount  of  pay,  subsistence,  allowance  for  transportation  and  travelling, 
due  me  while  in  the  employment  of  the  United  States  boundary  com- 
mission, from  the  1st  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1851,  to  the  16th  day  of 
March,  A.  D.  1851,  (inclusive,)  and  a  full  receipt  and  acquittance  in 
mj^  name  to  grant  for  the  sslwe.    A\^  to  ^elde  all  accounts  I  may 
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have  with  the  United  States  government,  and  to  receive  the  rtioney, 
and  to  receipt  for  the  same,  hereby  declaring  this  power  of  attorney 
irrevocable,  and  ratifying  and  confirming  all  the  acts  of  my  said  attor- 
ney in  the  premises. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  scrawl  for  my  seal, 
at  the  city  of  San  Antonio,  this  2d  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1651. 

In  presence  of  John  Ward. 

SAMUEL  W.  BARKER,  [l.  s.] 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  2d  day  of  June,  A.  D. 
1851. 

J.  M.  CAROLAN, 

J.  i>.,  Bexar  County. 


The  State  of  Texas,  > 
County  of  Bexar.         ) 

I,  Samuel  S.  Smith,  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  Bexar  county,  do 
hereby  certify  that  John  M.  Carolan,  whose  name  is  signed  to  the 
within  power  of  attorney  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  was  at  the  time  of 
signing  the  same,  and  still  is,  a  justice  of  tne  peace  in  and  for  said 
county,  duly  commissioned  and  qualified,  and  that  his  acts  as  such  are 
entitled  to  full  faith  and  credit. 

In  testimony  whereof,   I  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affix  the 
r       -j  impress  of  the  seal  of  the  county  court,  at  my  office 
^  '   'J  in   San   Antonio,  this   2d   day  of  June,  anno  Domini 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

SA»fUEL  S.  SMITH, 

Clerk  C.  C,  B.  C. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Mazatlan,  Mexico,  January  10,  1852. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  17th  of  June  last,  enclosing  an  account  of  Mrs. 
Mary  S.  Williams  for  the  services  of  her  slave,  Charles  Blue,  requesting 
me  to  report  lo  you  if  the  account  is  correct;  and  if  so,  why  it  was 
not  properly  adjusted  and  discharged  by  myself,  was  received  on  the 
1st  mstant,  on  my  journey  to  this  place.  In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
port the  following : 

A  few  days  previous  to  the  departure  of  Colonel  McClellan  and  his 
servants  Charles  Blue,  from  San  Ehzario  for  San  Antonio,  I  sent  Mr. 
R.  C.  Alurphy,  clerk  to  the  commission,  down  to  that  place  (25  miles 
below  El  Paso)  to  pay  off  all  who  were  about  to  leave.  I  had  previously 
obtained  from  Hyde  and  Allen,  suders  to  the  third  regiment  of  infantry 
at  San  Elizario,  any  money  that  I  required  at  that  place,  they  being  de- 
sirous to  take  my  drafts  on  Washington  for  the  same.  On  the  occa- 
sion referred  to  they  could  not  furnish  the  money,  and  Mr.  Murphy 
returned  to  El  Paso  as  soon  as  possible,  when  I  gave  him  the  specie 
and  sent  him  immediately  back.    OnBeacWgSaiv^\i2.^no\\Rl<;i\i^^ 
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Colonel  McClellan  and  his  party  had  just  left.  Mr.  Murphy  followed, 
and  soon  overtook  them,  when  he  tendered  Blue  the  pay  due  to  him. 
He  would  have  taken  it  and  adjusted  the  account,  but  Colonel  Mc- 
Clellan interfered  and  prevented  him  from  so  doing.  Mr.  Murphy 
brought  the  money  back  and  made  the  foregoing  statement  to  me. 

Mrs.  Williams's  account  is  incorrect  in  several  charges :  first  in  the 
charge  of  $40  per  month,  instead  of  $25^  for  Blue's  wages.  Mrs.  Wil- 
liams charges  S51  25  for  Blue's  expenses  from  El  Paso  to  Washington. 
She  is  not  entitled  to  this,  as  Blue  discharged  himself  without  my  per- 
mission, at  a  time  when  his  services  were  most  required,  and  when  the 
commission  was  deficient  in  cooks.  He  had  been  in  San  Elizario  but 
two  months;  the  commission  had  paid  his  transportation  out,  and  in- 
stead of  paying  his  expenses  back,  he  should  be  compelled  to  pay  the 
commission  the  cost  of  bringing  him  out. 

Colonel  McClellan  adds  a  certificate  to  Blue's  account,  that  I  stated 
to  Lieutenant  Whipple  and  himself,  at  San  Antonio,  that  the  pay  of  the 
servants  of  himself,  (Colonel  McC.,)  Lieutenant  Whipple,  and  myself, 
should  be  $40  per  month.  This  I  pronounce  unqualifiedly  false.  I 
am  willing  to  mnke  oath  that  Colonel  McClellan  told  me  that  he 
engaged  all  the  cooks  which  accompanied  the  commission  from  Wash-» 
ington,  agreeing  to  pay  them  $26  per  month.  This  statement  he  re^ 
peated  to  me  at  Indianola  and  San  Antonio. 

In  making  advances  to  the  men  I  allowed  the  officers  three  months, 
and  the  cooks,  servants,  laborers,  &c.,  two  months'  pay.  The  advance 
to  the  cooks  from  Washington  was  made  by  me  in  New  York ;  all  re- 
ceived at  the  rate  of  $25  per  month,  and  no  objection  was  made. 
Furthermore,  to  show  the  falsity  of  McClellan's  statement,  I  will  state 
that  my  own  cook  received  but  $25  per  month,  and  Lieutenant  WTiip- 
ple's  the  same.  The  latter  was  subsequently  increased  $5,  as  he  had 
received  this  addition  from  another  mess  to  which  he  had  been  attached 
in  the  commission  by  private  subscription.  Lieutenant  Whipple  made 
a  personal  request  to  me  for  the  increase,  and  I  granted  it. 

I  am  unwilhng  to  settle  Blue's  account  as  made  out  by  Jiim.  I  must 
settle  by  the  books  of  the  commission,  which  are  at  El  Paso.  When 
I  can  get  access  to  them,  I  will  make  oflThis  account,  and  transmit  the 
amount  due  to  him  to  the  department  to  be  paid  to  Mrs.  WDliams, 
his  owner.  As  Blue  was  tendered  bis  pay  and  refused  it,  I  think  he 
should  now  wait  my  convenience. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 


Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


J.  R.  BARTLETT, 

CommUsioner. 
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The  United  States  to  Mrs.  Mary  S.  Williams,  on  accoMut  of  the 

United  States  and  Mexican  Boundary. 

1851.  Dr. 

May  1.  For  the  services  of  my  slave,  Chas-  Blue, 

as  servant  and  cook  attached  to  the 

United  States  and  Mexican  boundary 

conDmission,  from  August  1,  1850,  to 

May  1,  1851,  9  months,  at  $40  per 

month • $360  00 

For  his  expenses,  &c.,  from  El  Paso  to 

Washington  city,  viz,: 

From  San  Antonio  to  Indianola $13  00 

From  Indianola  to  New  Orleans 10  00 

From  New  Orleans  to  Wheeling 10  00 

From  WheeUng  to  Washington  city 12  00 

Bill  at  Indianola 1  50 

Bill  at  New  Orleans  and  Wheeling 3  75 

Bill  at  Cumberland  and  Harper's  Ferry         1  00 

51  25 


411  25 


Cr. 

By  cash  of  J.  R.  Bartlett  paid  Charles 

Blue 25  00 

By  cash  paid  Chas.  Blue  at  San  Antonio       15  00 
By  cash  of  R.  C.  Murphy  paid  C.  Blue         5  00 

45  00 


Balance  due 366  25 


Received,  Washington  city,  ,  1851,  of  ,  the  sum 

of  three  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents,  in  full  of 
the  above  account. 

I  certify  that  the  within  amount  is  correct  and  just ;  that  Mr.  Bart- 
lett, the  commissioner  on  the  United  States  and  Mexican  boundary 
survey,  in  a  conversation  with  Lieut.  A.  W.  Whipple  and  myself,  fixed 
the  pay  of  the  cooks  of  Lieut.  Whipple,  himself,  and  myself,  at  forty  ($4()^ 
dollars  per  month  ;  and  that  this  was  my  understanding  as  to  Charles 
Blue's  pay  until  I  had  brought  him  back  to  his  home,  Washincton  city. 

J.  McCLELLAN, 
Caj>t.  Top.  Engineers^  Brevet  Lieut.  Colonel. 


Mazatlan,  Mexico,  January  10,  1852. 

The  account  of  Robert  H.  CoSee,  late  secretary  to  Lieut.  Colonel 
McClellan,  chief  astronomer  of  the  Mexican  boundary  commission, 
having  been  referred  to  me  for  a  report,  I  subuut  \i\e  fcJAsy«\w«^\ 


156  S.  Doc.  #19. 

Ist  item. — ^For  services  as  secretary  to  Col.  McClellan,  July  15, 
1850,  to  May  1,  1851,  at  $1,000  per  annum,  nine  months  and  fifteen 
days,  $791  66. 

Colonel  McClellan  was  removed  on  the  9th  December,  1850,  soon 
after  which  time  Mr.  Coffee  was  told  by  me  that  his  services  were  re- 
quired no  longer.  He  asked  if  he  was  not  entitled  to  his  pay  until  he 
reached  Washington.  I  told  him  I  would  think  of  it.  Subsequendy 
I  informed  him  that  I  could  not  allow  it  to  him  or  any  one  else  return- 
ing, and  have  not  done  so. 

Coffee  was  discharged  £^d  paid  to  February  1,  1851,  nearly  two 
months  after  Colonel  McClellan's  removal,  during  which  time  he  did 
nothing.  The  charge  for  service  after  the  1st  February  is  therefore 
unjust,  and  I  recommend  that  it  be  not  allowed. 

2d  item. — ^Allowed  Mr.  Coffee  in  settlement,  (see  account,)  $100. 

3d  item. — ^Personal  expenses  in  Washington  and  New  York,  firom  July 
15,  1850,  to  August  13,  twenty-nine  days,  at  $2,  $58. 

Coflfee  was  not  directed  by  me  to  do  anything  for  the  commission 
either  in  Washington  or  New  York  during  the  period  named.  The 
charge  is  unjust,  and  I  recommend  that  it  be  not  allowed. 

4th  item. — ^Personal  expenses  in  subsisting  myself  on  the  route  from 
San  Elizario  to  Washington,  February  16  to  May  1,  1851,  seventy- 
two  days,  at  $2  per  day,  $146. 

Mr.  Coffee  received  nis  regular  rations  for  forty  days  (I  think  was 
the  time)  from  the  commission  to  subsist  him  to  Ind^anola,  Texas,  the 
same  as  allowed  to  others.  This  charge,  therefore,  contemplates  fraud, 
and  I  recommend  that  it  be  not  allowed. 

6th  item. — Transportation  from  El  Paso  to  Washington,  3,646  miles, 
at  ten  cents,  $364  60. 

I  agreed  (as  before  stated)  to  allow  Coffee  $125  to  take  him  home. 
This  sum  I  believe,  with  due  economy,  to  have  been  sufficient.  Several 
trains  of  wagons  were  about  to  leave  for  San  Antonio  and  Indianola ;  and 
as  the  owners  and  conductors  were  always  glad  to  increase  their  party, 
for  the  sake  of  the  additional  strength  given  to  them,  they  took  respectable 
passengers /rec.  Mr.  Coffee  would  nave  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  a 
passage  through,  if  he  had  applied  for  it.  Others  did  so,  and  obtained 
It,  together  with  transportation  for  their  baggage  and  provisions.  I  ap- 
plied to  one  of  the  owners  of  one  of  the  tiains  for  permission  to  piff  the 
provisions  and  bagg«nge  in  his  wagons  belonging  to  several  persons  who 
were  going  on  horseback,  and  for  the  passage  of  such  as  wished  to 
ride  in  'the  wagons,  when  it  was  freely  given.  This  privilege  was 
freely  given  to  Colonel  McClellan,  Mr.  Coffee,  and  others  of  their 
party,  and  accepted  by  them — the  wagons  carrying  their  provisions 
and  baggage  free. 

I  understood  Coffee  was  to  accompany  Colonel  McClellan  in  his 
wagon,  which  he  says  he  did.  His  transportation,  and  that  of  his 
provisions  and  baggage,  were  therefore  provided  for  him  to  the  coast, 
from  which  place  $125  was  amply  sufficient  to  have  taken  him  to 
Washington,  with  proper  economy.  I  have  the  vouchers  of  two 
officers  of  the  commission,  with  full  particulars  of  their  tfti veiling 
expenses  from  Boston  to  San  Antonio,  which  did  not  exceed  $100  each. 
J  do  not,  under  these  circumstances,  ibmktUvs  charge  a  just  one,  or 
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that  Mr.  Coffee  is  entitled  to  more  than  he  has  received  ateady  for  his 
transportation  home,  and  recommend  that  it  be  not  allowed. 

6th  item. — Several  small  payments,  $11  50. 

I  had  a  bill  in  New  Orleans  for  carriage  hire  to  and  from  the  steamer 
"  Falcon*,"  which  took  me  there.  The  **  Georgia,"  named  by  Mr. 
Coffee,  was  not  there.  To  the  "  Portland"  no  carriage  was  neces- 
sary. The  item  for  extra  hands  I  also  paid.  As  to  that  for  keeping  a 
mule  at  San  Antonio  ($6  50)  I  have  never  heard  of  it  before,  nor  did 
Coffee  ever  present  me  a  bill  or  speak  of  the  other  charges.  The 
charge  of  $11  60  I  think  incorrect  and  not  due,  and  recommend  that 
it  be  not  allowed. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  I  recommend,  as  stated,  that  no  portion  of 
Mr.  Coffee^s  account  be  allowed.  This  mani obtained  from  me  the  pay 
for  a  bill,  made  out  by  himself  in  favor  of  Nickerson,  for  nearly  $100, 
fnad£  up  of  false  itemsy  and  attempted  to  obtain  a  much  larger  amount 
on  a  false  voucher,  in  favor  of  Howard  &  Capers,  San  Antonio.  I 
should,  therefore,  require  the  certificate  of  a  respectable  and  honest 
man  before  paying  any  of  Mr.  Coffee's  bills. 

In  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  acorapanying  his 
account,  Coffee  says  I  promised  him,  before  leaving  Washington, 
that  his  salary  should  be  $1,200  per  annum.  This  I  pronounce  false^ 
never  having  made  him  such  a  promise.  I  have  a  list  of  the  salaries, 
copied  by  Coffee  himself  from  another  in  the  department,  in  which  his 
salary  is  put  down  at  $1,000  per  annum. 

I  perceive  that  Colonel  McClellan  has  appended  a  certificate  to 
Coffee's  account,  stating  that  Mr.  Bartlett  told  Mr.  Coffee  that  his  pay 
would  continue  until  his  arrival  in  the  city  of  Washington,  &c.  This 
statement  is  very  remarkable.  All  that  ever  passed  between  Coffee 
and  myself  on  this  subject  was  at  El  Paso,  wfdch  place  Colonel  McClel- 
lan never  visited.  I  called  on  the  Colonel  once  at  his  quarters  at  San 
Elizario.  No  one  was  present  but  ourselves,  and  nothing  was  said 
about  Coffee  or  his  pay. 

All  of  which  is  respectfuUy  submitted. 

JOHN' R.  BARTLETT,    ^ 

Commissioner^ 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 
#         Secretary  of  the  Interior <t  Washington^  D.  C* 


R.  H.  Coffee  in  account  with  Boundary  Commission. 

Dr. 

1861. 

August      3.  To  cash.  New  York ^. $100  00 

October     1.  To  Tenant's  subscription 5  00 

To  supper  in  Indianola 1  00 

August    — .  To  cash  of  Chubb  &  Schenck 400  00 

Decern.  10.  To  cash 6  00 

Decem.  28.  To  cash 20  00 
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1851. 

January  — .  To  order  in  favor  of  A.  A.  Camp SlOO  00 

To  commissary's  bill ^ 29  65 

January  21.  To  cash  and  draft.  - »* 112  60 

773  15 

Ctt. 

1850» 

Decern.  31.  By  salaiT  to  date S458  32 

By  voucher  in  New  York 100  00 

By  voucher  in  Texas 6  50 

By  my  pay  t^  January  31 83  33 

By  allowance  to  return » 125  00 

773  15 


P^  S. — Since  closing  my  letter  I  have  found  among  my  papers  an 
abstract  of  Coflee^s  account,  from  my  books,  which  I  annex  above.  In 
this  I  perceive  that  he  is  credited  with  $6  50  for  a  voucher,  which  is 
doubtless  the  same  that  he  has  charged  again  in  the  copy  of  his  ac- 
count sent  me.  The  charge  of  commissary's  bill  is  829  65,  instead  of 
$23  06,  as  stp.ted  by  Coftee — ^the  difference  being  86  50.  I  would 
suggest,  therefore,  that  Coffee  be  requested  to  show  the  statement  of 
his  account,  which  I  made  out  myself  and  gave  him  when  we  Settled. 

JOHN  IL  BARTLETT,  CommUsioner. 

January  10,  1852. 


Washington  City,  Matf  26,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  regret  the  necessity  that  compels  me  to  trouble  vou  with  the 
etflbclosed  account ;  but,  having  failed,  prior  to  leaving  El  t^aso,  to  pro- 
cure from  Mr.  Bartlett  a  fair  and  proper  adjustment  of  the  amount  due 
me,  I  am  compelled  to  appeal  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

I  was  attached  to  the  commission,  as  secretary  to  the  astronomical 
corps  under  the  immediate  command  of  Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  J.  McClel- 
lan,  and  was  assured  by  Mr.  Bartlett,  the  commissioner,  before  leav- 
ing Washington,  that  my  salary  should  be  $1,200  per  annum ;  but  on 
my  arrival  at  El  Paso,  three  thousand  five  hundred  miles  from  my 
home,  I  found  my  name  upon  the  pay-roll  at  81,000  per  annum.  On 
the  arrival  at  San  Elizario  of  that  portion  of  the  train  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  McClellan,  he  (Col.  McClel- 
Ian)  was  at  once  discharged  from  the  commission  by  the  order  of  Mr. 
Bartlett.  I  immediately  called  upon  the  commissioner  at  El  Paso  rel- 
ative to  my  own  position^  and  he  informed  me  that,  as  I  was  attached 
to  Col.  McClellan,  he  did  not  know  as  he  would  have  further  em- 
ployment for  me.  I  inquired  if  I  was  to  be  discharged,  and  be  said 
no,  he  did  not  wish  to  do  that;  but  if  I  wished,  I  could  have  permission 
to  return  borne;  that  my  pay  would  be  allowed  to  continue  until  I 
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reached  Washington,  and  that  he  would  furnish  me  transportation 
across  the  plains,  and  allow  my  travelling  expenses. 

I  accordmgly  made  my  preparations  to  return  by  the  earliest  possible 
opportunity,  and  ^n  the  latter  part  of  January  I  called  on  Mr.  Baitlett 
again  for  the  purpose  of  settling  and  procunng  the  transportation  he 
had  promised  to  furnish  me.  I  was  indeed  surprised  when  he  informed 
me  that  my  pay  would  cea^e  on  the  first  day  of  Febiiiary  >  that  I  must 
sign  the  pay-roll  at  the  rate  of  $1,000  per  annum ;  that  he  would 
furnish  no  transportation,  and  that  as  the  stage  fare  from  Santa  Fe  to 
Independence  was  $125,  he  would  allow  me  that  sum  only  to  cover 
tny  expenses.  I  received  and  receipted  for  my  pay  at  the  rate  of 
$1,000  per  annum  from  July  16,  1850,  to  January  31,  1851 ;  from 
which  was  deducted  the  commissary's  bill,  $23  05  ;  supper  at  Indianola, 
$1,  and  subscription  to  family  of  J.  Tenant,  $5  ;  and  the  balance 
Was  received  in  cash  at  different  times.  The  bill  of  the  commissary 
was  for  goods,  &c.,  purchased  by  me  on  the  road  up  from  his  private 
stores.  He  -also  paid  me  the  $125  "  to  cover  my  expenses,"  as  he 
said.  I  protested  against  this  kind  of  settlement  at  the  time,  and  said 
I  would  refer  the  whole  matter  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  ;  and 
to  this  he  said  he  had  no  objection. 

Being  thirty-five  hundred  miles  from  home  and  without  adequate 
means  to  return,  I  was  compelled  from  necessity  to  submit  to  this 
injustice.  I  returned  with  Colonel  McClellan,  riding  with  him  in  his 
ambulance,  in  company  with  a  private  Mexican  train,  by  whom  we 
were  kindly  furnished  with  transportation  for  our  baggage  to  San 
Antonio.  I  was  compelled  to  sell  my  trunk  and  many  articles  of 
clothing  to  procure  provisions  and  other  necessaries  for  the  .route  ;  and, 
but  for  the  kindness  and  liberality  of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel 
McClellan,  I  could  not  have  returned  to  my  family.  The  amount  that  I 
claim  now  to  be  justly  due  me  is  for  three  months'  pay,  at  the  rate  of 
81,000  per  annum,  to  the  ^rst  day  of  May,  1851,  the  time  of  my  arrival 
in  Washington,  and  a  reasonable  allowance  for  my  transportation  and 
expenses,  at  such  rate  as  the  department  may  think  just.  The  item  of 
fifty-eight  dollars  charged  in  the  account  is  for  personal  expenses  for 
twenty-nine  days  prior  to  my  sailing  from  New  York,  dunng  which 
time  I  was  in  the  service  of  the  commission  and  at  work  for  it.  This 
Mr.  Bartlett  refused  to  allow,  although  he  allowed  and  paid  all  my 
personal  expenses  after  the  13th  of  August,  1850.  The  item  of  $11  56 
IS  explainecl  in  a  note  that  accompanies  the  voucher. 

I  would  respectfully  urge  that  the  account  may  be  adjusted  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  H.  COFFEE, 
Late  Sec^y  to  Col.  J.  McClellan,  attached  to  Boundary  Survey, 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior* 
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The  United  States  in  account  with  Robert  H.  Copt'EE,  on  account 
oj  the  United  States  and  Mexican  boundary  commission. 

1851.  Dr. 

May  1.  For  my  services  as  secretary  to  Colonel  McClellan's 
corps,  from  July  15th,  1850,  to  May  1st,  1851,  at 
$1,000  per  annum,  nine  months  and  fifteen  days.   $791  66 

For  cash  paid,  expenses,  servants,  &c,  per  voucher     100  00 

For  my  personal  expenses  in  Washington  and  New 
York,  from  July  15th,  1850,  to  August  13th,  1850, 
twenty -nine  days,  at  $2  per  diem 68  00 

For  my  personal  expenses  in  subsisting  myself  on 
the  route  from  San  Elizario  to  Washington  city, 
from  February  16th  to  May  1st,  1851,  seventy- 
three  days,  at  $2  per  diem 146  00 

For  my  transportation  from  El  Paso  to  Washington 

city,  3,646  miles,  at  10  cents  per  mile 364  60 

For  cash  paid  for  commission,  as  per  voucher  B 11  50 

1,471  76 
Cr. 

0 

By  cash  received  of  J.  R.  Bardett,  commissioner, 

as  per  his  statement  marked  A 766  65 

Balance  due 705  11 


Received,  Washington  city, ,  1861,  of ,  the  sum  of  seven 

hundred  and  five  dollars  and  eleven  cents,  in  full  of  the  within  account. 

ROB.  H.  COFFEE. 

I  certify  that  the  accompanying  account  is  correct  and  just,  as  Mr, 
Bartlett  told  Mr.  Coffee  that  his  pay  would  continue  until  his  Eu-rival  at 
the  city  of  Washington,  from  which  h^  was  taken  to  join  the  commis- 
aion  in  New  York. 

J.  McCLELLAN, 
Captain  Top.  Eng.^  Brevet  Lieut.  CoL  J7.  S.  A. 
Washington  City,  May  26,  1861. 


[A.] 
Robert  H.  Coffbb, 

To  J.  R.  Bartlbtt,  Commissioner^  Dr. 
1860. 

Aug.    1.     To  cash  advanced  by  Chubb  &  Schenck $400  00 

Aug.    3.     To  cash  in  New  York 100  00 

To  supper  in  Indianola 1  00 

Dec.  10.     To  cash 6  00 

Dec.  28.     To  cash 20  00 

Dec.  31.    To  commissary's  bill 23  05 
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1850.      To  A.  A.  Camp,  order  in  his  favor  by  you $100  00 

Dec.  31.     To  subscription  to  J.  Tenant 6  00 

To  draft  on  Chubb  &  Schenck $100  00 

Tocash 12  60 

112  60 


• 


• 


766  65 


1851.  Cb. 

Dec.  31.    By  salary  from  July  15th  to  December  31st,  1850, 

at  $1,000  per  annum,  or  $83  33  per  month $458  32 

By  voucher  for  expenses  of  servants,  &c.,  &c. 100  00 

Jan.  31.     By  salary  of  one  month,  to  January  31st,  1851. ,       83  33 
By  allowance  ibr  your  expenses  home  from  San 

Antonio 125  00 


766  65 


El  Paso,  January  21,  1851. 
Account  settled  as  above. 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commimoner. 


The  United  States, 

To  Robert  H.  Coffee.  Dk. 

1850. 
Aug.  22<»    To  cash  paid  for  hack  hire,  jrc.,  going  to  and  retuHi-  * 

ing  from  the  hotel  to  the  steamers  Georda  and 
Portland,  at  New  Orleans,  on  business  of  tie  com- 
mission   $3  00 

To  cash  paid  for  extra  hands,  &c.,  to  discharge  freight 

of  the  commission 2  00 

Oct.  16.     To  cash  paid,  livery  stable  bill  at  San  Antonio  for 

keepingmule ^ 6  50 

11  50 

The  above  amount  was  paid  by  me,  as  above  stated,  for  the  use  of 
the  commission.  At  New  Orleans  I  was  directed  by  the  commissioner 
to  take  a  hack  and  go  to  the  steamer  and  attend  to  the  reshipment  of 
the  freight  of  the  commission. 

At  San  Antonio,  Dr.  J.  M.  Bigelow,  surgecm  of  the  commission,  used 
my  mule  to  go  and  return  from  the  camp  to  town,  in  his  attendance 
upon  the  sick  of  the  commission.  The  quartermaster  refused  to  pfiy 
the  bill,  and  it  was  afterwards  presented  to  me,  and  I  paid  it ;  and  no 
part  of  the  above  account  has  been  refunded  to  me  by  the  conunis- 
sioner. 

ROBT.  H.  COFFEE, 
Lou  Sec'y  to  Col.  McC^llan^  U.  S.  ?j  H^B.  <i. 


f 
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List  ofdocumenti  of  the  Mexican  boundary  commission* 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  General  Pedro  Garcia 
Cond^,  commissioner,  dated  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  21,  1851^ 
advising  him  of  cause  of  delay,  and  will  join  him  in  sbfew  days. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  A.  B.  Gray,  United 
States  surveyor,  dated  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  21, 1851,  calling 
for  a  reorganization  of  his  party  for  causes  mentioned. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  W.  F.  Smith, 
acting  quartermaster  and  commissary,  dated  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre, 
August  20,  1851,  ordering  the  despatch  of  the  wagons  to  Frontera  for 
supplies. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Craig,  calling  for  escort  to  Frontera,  August  20,  1851. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  D.  C.  Green  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner, 
dated  Copper  Mines,  August  21,  1851,  asking  for  delay  in  frirnishing 
escort.  • 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  W.  F.  Smith, 
dated  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  21,  1851,  urging  the  necessity  of 
sending  for  supplies,  and  commenting  upon  the  deficiency. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  W.  F.  Smith  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner, 
dated  Copper  Mines,  August  21,  1851,  denying  the  commissioner's 
right  to  give  him  an  order,  or  to  reprimand  him,  &c. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  W.  F.  Smith, 
dated  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  21,  1851,  officially  informing  him 
that,  in  consequence  of  his  insulting  letter  to  the  commissioner,  he  can 
no  longer  recognise  him  in  any  capacity  in  the  commission. 
^  Letlei^from  A.  B.  Gray,  Umted  States  surveyor,  to  J.  R.  Bartlett* 
commissioner,  dated  Encampment,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  21, 
1851,  containing  organization  of  party,  &c. 

Letter  from  A.  B.  Gray,  United  States  surveyor,  to  J.  R.  Bartlett, 
commissioner,  dated  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  21,  1851,  contain- 
ing further  organization. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commis- 
sioner, dated  Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita,  August  22, 1851,  containing 
organization  of  party. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  J. 
D.  Graham,  dated  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  21,  1851,  relating  to 
organization  of  parties. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  com- 
missioner, dated  Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita,  August  21, 1851,  relating 
to  organization  of  paities. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  com- 
missioner, dated  Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita,  August  22, 1851,  answer 
to  letter  of  21st  instant. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  A.  B.  Gray,  United 
States  surveyor,  dated  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  22,  1851,  re- 
questing laborers,  &c.,  to  be  placed  on  muster-roll. 

Better  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  ^commissioner,  to  A.  B.  Gray,  United 
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States  surveyor,  dated  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  23, 1861,  relating 
to  the  survey  of  the  Rio  Grande  by  Colonel  Graham. 

Letter  from  A.  B.  Gray,  United  States  surveyor,  to  J.  R.  Bartlett, 
commissioner,  dated  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  23,  1851,  answer 
to  above. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  J. 
D.  Graham,  dated  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  23,  1851,  directing 
the  organization  of  a  party  for  the  survey  of  the  Rio  Grande,  &c. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  D.  C.  Green  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner, 
dated  Copper  Mines,  August  25,  1851,  relating  to  an  escort. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  J. 
D.  Graham,  dated  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  26,  1851,  enclosing 
list  of  officers,  and  men  of  the  commission,  &c. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Craig,  dated  ^Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  26,  1851,  recommending 
abandonment  of  the  Copper  Mines  as  a  depot. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gra- 
ham, dated  Santa  Rita  del  CobrCi  August  27,  1851,  advising  him  in 
regard  to  funds,  &c. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Boundary  Combhsson, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  August  21,  1851. 

General:  I  regret  exceedingly  that,  in  consequence  of  a  serious 
loss  we  have  met  with  in  having  fifty  or  more  of  our  best  mules  and 
horses  stolen  by  the  Indians,  I  am  unable  to  meet  you  on  the  Gila  at 
the  time  agreed  upon.  Culonel  Craig  is  now  in  pursuit  of -the  Lidians 
with  all  the  force  at  his  command,  and,  in  order  to  furnish  him  every 
aid  in  my  power,  I  placed  at  his  disposal  the  best  animals  that  re- 
mained. I  should  also  observe  that  some  twenty  or  twenty-five  mules, 
belonging  to  Colonel  Craig,  were  stolen  about  two  weeks  since,  and 
no  trace  of  them  discovered. 

Mr.  Gray  Aid  myself,  with  our  respective  parties,  are  all  ready  for 
the  Gila  survey,  and  only  await  th^retum  of  Colonel  Craig.  I  there- 
fore send  one  of  your  men  back,  accompanied  by  Messrs.  Steele  and 
Scott,  from  our  commission,  keeping  the  other  man  as  my  guide.  I 
hojpe  to  join  you  in  a  few  days. 

>Vith  high  consideration,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Gen.  Pedro  Garcia  Conde, 

Commissioner,  ^.,  in  camp  near  the  Gila. 


• 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  21,  1851. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  loss  of  mules,  the  unjustifiable  defi- 
ciency of  provisions,  from  gross  neglect  or  oversight  in  the  commis- 
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sary  department,  and  other  causes  unnecessary  Iiere  to  detaQ,  it  seen» 
requisite  that  the  surveying  party  under  your  charge  should  be  arranged 
anew.  You  will  therefore  please  to  rearrange  it  forthwith,  making  k, 
in  view  of  the  above  contingencies,  as  small  as  is  consistent  with  the 
faithful  execution  of  the  treaty  stipulations.  It  is  desirable  that  the 
party  should  be  ready  for  the  field  at  a  day's  notice*  You  will  there- 
fore, when  prepared,  report  to  me. 

I  am,  very  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commisnaner. 
Andrew  B.  Gray, 

U.  S.  Surveyor  under  treaty  of  Cruadalufe  HidaJgo. 


Office  United  States  Boundary  CoMMissioir, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  20,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  did  not  discover  till  this  moment  that  you  were  waiting  an 
order  fi-om  me  for  an  escort  to  accompany  the  wagons  to  Frontera  for 
supplies.  I  now  enclose  it,  and  urge  the  necessity  of  despatching 
these  wagons  without  further  delay. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

CommistUmer* 
Lieut.  W.  F.  Smith, 

Acting  Quartermaster  and  Commissary. 


Office  United  States  Boundary  Commissioic, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobrcj  August  20,  185L 

Sir  :  You  will  please  furnish  an  escort  of  six  men,  for  which  a 
requisition  has  been  made  on  me  by  Lieut.  W.  F.  Smkh,  to  accom- 
pany a  train  of  wagons  to  be  sent  by  him  to  Frontera  for  provisioDS* 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yo9t  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Comnuuioner* 
Lt.  Col.  Craio, 

3d  lnf,j  and  commanding  escort  U>  S.  Boundary  Com, 


Cantonment  Dawson, 
Copper  Minesj  New  Mexico,  August  21,  186U 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  information  that  Colonel  Craig  will  be, 
here  in  one  hour.  Knowing  it  to  be  his  wish  that  the  escort  should 
not  retard  the  movements  of  the  commission,  I  beg  that  you  will  post* 
pone  the  departure  of  the  wagons  until  Colonel  Craig's  arrival-  * 

But  if  the  delay  of  one  or  two  hours  cannot  be  Permitted,  I  take 
tijs  opportunity  to  inform  yo\|  that  the  e^ort  desirea  yesterday  is  in 
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readiness.  If  the  wagons  leave  without  an  €9corf,  and  any  cause  of 
blame  should  arise,  it  will  not  rest  upon  me.  Not  wishing  to  give 
cause  of  complaint  in  any  way  as  regards  the  discharge  of  my  duties, 
I  make  the  above  reqiiest  for  a  short  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DUFF  C.  GREEN, 

2d  Lieut.  3d  Infantry. 
Hon.  John  R.  Baktlett, 

Commkiioner,  Cofper  Mines,  New  Mexico. 

Note. — A  verbal  answer  was  given  to  the  above  letter  assenting  to 
Lieutenant  Green's  request.  The  above  letter  from  Lieutenant  Green 
vras  received  by  the  commissioner  after  the  letters  in  pages  — —  were 
received  and  answered  by  the  commissioner* 


Heabquarters  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

SoiUa  Rita  del  Cabre,  N.  3f.,  August  21,  1851. 

Sir  :  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  supply  of  provisions  neces- 
sary for  the  party  about  to  survey  the  Gila  should  be  brought  up  with 
all  possible  despatch ;  and,  as  the  safety  of  the  party  now  at  the  Uopper 
Mines  requires  the  foot  soldiers  who  remain,  for  their  protection,  I  have 
requested  four  of  the  sub-assistants  in  the  commission  to  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  accompany  the  wagons  you  are  about  to  send  to 
Frontera,  as  their  escort ;  I  would  urge,  therefore,  the  immediate  dci 
parture  of  these  wagons,  that  they  may  reach  the  Mimbres  this  eve- 
ning, where  four  men,  who  have  just  left  for  El  Paso,  will  join  them. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  regret  at  the  deficiency  of  sup* 
plies  in  the  commissary  department.  The  importance  of  having  a  depot 
of  provisions,  &c.,  at  some  more  easily  accessible  point,  and  one  nearer 
the  contemplated  field  of  labor  than  El  Paso  or  Frontera,  was  early 
perceived ;  and,  in  consequence,  as  long  ago  as  January  last  this  place, 
SLS  the  most  eUffible,  was  selected  and  the  escort  stationed  here. 

Notwithstanding  this,  more  than  one-half  of  the  supplies  have  been 
retained  at  Frontera;  and  now,  when  they  are  to  be  ordered  up,  a 
difficulty  arises  at  once  from  the  danger  of  attempting  the  transporta- 
tion without  an  escort,  and  the  inability  of  the  officer  in  command  to 
furnish  one  at  this  time.  Had  the  supplies  been  brought  up  before, 
they  would  be  free  from  the  risk  that  must^owbe  incurred,  to  oe  at  the 
place  where  the  demand  for  them  exists,  and  the  Gila  party,  which  has 
been  so  long  in  contemplation,  would,  as  they  should,  be  able  to  leave 
with  ample  supplies,  instead  of  departing,  as  they  must,  with  a  defi- 
ciency of  rations  and  a  Uability  to  undergo  much  suffering  in  conse- 
quence, as  the  region  to  be  passed  over  is  unproductive  and  unin- 
habitecL 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Compiissioner. 

Lieut.  W.  F.  Smith, 

Acting  Cofn^issary  and  Quartermaster  U.  S.  B.  C. 
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Copper  Mines,  New  MEXica, 

August  21,  1851. 

•  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  informing  me  that  an  escort  wa» 
ready  to  accompany  the  wagons  that  are  going  to  Frontera ;  and,  in 
reply,  I  have  to  state  that  the  wagons  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  by 
four  o'clock  p.  m.  of  this  date;  With  regp^rd  to  the  somewhat  long  rep- 
rimand you  have  seen  fit  to  bestow  upon  me,  I  have  to  remark  that, 
in  the  first  place,  you  have  not  the  slightest  right  to  reprove  any  one 
to  whom  you  cannot  give  an  order;  and,  in  the  second  place,  you  must 
be  perfectly  well  aware  that  I  am  in  nowise  responsible  for  the  deten- 
tion of  a  part  of  the  supplies  at  Frontera,  or  the  present  deficiency  at 
this  place  ;  and  it  would  seem  to  me  that  common  justice  would  have 
dictated  the  holding  of  me  blameless  in  the  matter.  If  it  was  the  in- 
tention to  reprimand  others  through  me,  I  must  say  that  I  shall  not 
consent  to  being  used  for  any  such  purpose,  and  think,  besides,  that 
the  more  manly  course  would  have  been  to  have  made  a  direct  attack 
on  those  for  whom  the  reproof  was  intended. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  SMITH, 
Lieut.  Top.  Engineers^  A.  Q.  M.  U^  S.  jB»  CX 

John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

Commissionerm 


^  Headquarters  U.  S.  Boundart  Commission, 

^  Semta  Rita  del  Cobre^  Augutt  21,  1851.. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  insulting  note  of  this  morning  in  reply  to 
my  letter  relative  to  the  short  supply  of  provisions  at  this  place. 

Since  you  deny  my  right  to  give  you  an  order,  (of  course  in  the  ca- 
pacity which  you  now  fill  in  the  commission  as  acting  quartermaster 
and  commissary,)  I  mbst  oflScially  inform  you  that  I  shall  no  longer 
recognise  you  in  that  place,  nor,  in  consequence  of  the  gross  insult  to 
me  as  the  United  States  commissioner,  in  any  capacity  whatever  in  the 
commission. 

I  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  to  make  a  statement  of  the  case  to 
the  government  at  Washington. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R-  BARTLETT, 
#  CommimcneTu 

Lieut.  W.  F.  Smith, 

Topographical  Engineers. 


Encampment,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre, 

August  21,  1851. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  orders  of  to-day,  and  under  the  exist- 
ing circumstances,  I  have  now  arranged  the  party  to  accompany  us 
forthwith  to  the  Gila  \o  meet  the  Mexicans.    It  is  as  small  as  possible, 
consistent  with  a  faithful  execution  of  my  kamediaXft  3M\ks^  m  «iiy  con- 
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tingency  which  pay  arise  in  the  linear  surveys  to  be  made  in  accord- 
ance witlh  the  joint  agreement  of  the  conmiission,  on  the  —  day  of  July. 
Their  names  are  as  follows: 

J.  H.  Prioleau,  first  assistant. 

Malcolm  Seaton,  sub-assistant. 

William  Bausman,  sub-assistant  and  clerk. 

George  Vandergrift, 

Th    ^^4Bto^  h™^  °'        These  men  are  employed  as  laborers  to  do 
r  W  D  Itnn    '  ^^^y  work  which  the  interests  otthe  service 

Edward  Crawford,         "*y  '^''"^' 

Henry  Marks, 

8am  uel  Garcia,  (Mexican)  to  attend  animals. 

William  Gordan,  cook. 

Messrs.  Bull,  first  assistant,  and  W.  A.  Taylor,  sub-assistant,  with 
one  cook,  John  Wright,  and  one  laborer,  Brasford,  to  be  left  in  charge 
of  the  camp  at  the  copper  mines,  but  to  come  up  so  soon  as  animals 
and  provisions  can  be  procured.  Their  services  will  be  also  required 
in  the  fiirther  linear  surveys  of  the  boundary  along  the  Gila.  The 
first  named  laborers  (cook,  camp  attendants,  chain-carriers,  &c.,  &c., 
six  in  number,)  are  absolutely  indispensable  to  the  least  degree  of  ac- 
curacy as  required  in  the  immediate  performance  of  my  duties  as  the 
United  &^tes  surveyor,  independent  of  any  others  (mechanics  and 
laborers)  which  you  may  wisn  to  accompany  you  to  aid  in  erecting 
monuments,  marking  the  line,  &c.,  and  who  also  may  be  most  useful, 
and  upon  whom  I  must  depend  at  times  for  aid  in  the  Unear  surveys. 

In  the  recapitulation  which  accompanies  this,  you  will  see  the  exact 
position  of  the  party,  and  what  will  oe  absolutely  necessary  for  them, 
exclusive  of  surveying  instruments.  Most  of  them  are  good  men,  and 
tried  from  personal  observation.  The  others,  which  I  know  less  about, 
are  those  in  whom  I  am  willing  to  trust. 

This  party  is  small,  but,  under  the  circumstances  which  you  men- 
tion, I  find  such  is  absolutely  necessary  to  keep  the  faith  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

I  send  also,  accompanying  this,  a  list  and  the  names  of  the  men  whom 
it  appears  have  not  been  placed  upon  the  rolls  of  the  ^^  quartermaster ^^^ 
and  whom  it  appears  have  been  refiised  rations  or  provisions  on  that 
account.  If  there  are  any  rules  or  regulations  which  you  have  enacted, 
or  have  been  so  made  by  the  department  governing  this  jsurvey,  I 
should  be  pleased  to  have  them  (a  copy)  furnished  me,  in  order  that  I 
may  be  so  governed  in  future  as  to  prevent  the  grub  of  these  honest 
laborers  bein^  stopped. 

I  have  the  nonor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GRAY, 
United  States  Surveyor ^  ^.    . 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

27.  S.  Commissioner^  ffc^  4^.,  Treaty  Guadalupe  Hidalgo. 
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Recapitidation  ef  United  SttUes  surveyor's  party  far  the  linear  surveys 

river  Gila,  1851* 

John  Bull,  1st  assistant. 

J.  H.  Prioleau,  1st  assistant. 

Malcolm  Seaton,  sub-assistant. 

W.  A.  Taylor,  do. 

Barnes  Steele,  do. 

James  T.  Scott,  do. 

William  Bausman,      do.        and  clerk. 

George  Vandergrift,  laborer. 

William  Williamson,    do. 

G.  W.  Dalton,  do. 

Henry  Marks,  do. 

Edward  Crawford,       do. 

Thomas  Roache,  do. 

£.  A.  Brasford,  do. 

Jno.  Wright,  do. 

William  Gordan,  do.     and  cook. 

Manuel  Garcia,  Mexican,  to  attend  camp  animals. 
The  following  to  proceed  forthwith:  J.  H.  Prioleau,  1st  assistant; 
Vi.  Seaton,  sub-assistant;  WilUam  Bausman,  sub-assistant  and  clerk; 
vith  six  laborers,  and  W.  Gordan,  cook. 

Those  to  proceed  hereafter :  John  Bull,  1st  assistant ;  W.  A.  Tay- 
or,  sub-assistant;  Jno.  Wright,  cook;  and  E.  A.  Brasford,  laborer. 

For  those  to  proceed  first  will  be  required  at  least  four  riding-animals 
md  six  pack-mules,  besides  what  the  surveyor  himself  has  on  hand. 


Encampment  of  thb  United  States  Subvbtor, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  21,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  request  that  the  following  names  of  men  may  be 
)laced  upon  the  roll  of  the  quartermaster  of  the  commission,  and  that 
rou  will  direct  that  provisions  be  issued  to  them  forthwith,  for  they  are 
vithout  the  necessaries  of  life  at  present.  They  are  men  whom  I  have 
ingaged  as  laborers  to  accompany  me,  as  the  surveyor  under  the  fifth 
Lrticle  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  by  your  direction  for  pre- 
>aring  a  party  for  making  the  Unear  surveys  of  the  Gila  in  accordance 
vith  the  provisions  of  the  agreement  of  the  joint  conmiission.  Their 
lames  are  as  follows,  viz : 

Geo.  Vandergrift,  WilUam  Williamson,  Jlenry  Marks,  E.  A.  Brad- 
brd,  and  Thomas  Roache,  laborers;  and  Manuel  Garcia,  Mexican,  to 
tttend  camp  animals. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GRAY, 
United  States  Surveyor. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

U  S.  Commissioner^  Treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo. 
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Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita, 

August  22,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  the  following  organization  I 
propose  of  the  astronomical  and  topographical  party  to  be  employed  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  in  the  joint  survey  of  the  river  Gil^  I 
consider  the  organization  necessary,  and  I  respectfully  request  you^p- 
proval  of  the  same.  The  names  of  all  the  men  are  already  on  the 
quartermaster's  list,  except  that  of  Harper;  and  I  request  your  assent 
to  have  his  added  thereto. 

ORGANIZATION. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  principal  assistant  astronomer  and  topo- 
graphical engineer.  • 

Assistants. — ^H.  C.  Force,  F.  Wheaton,  Hugh  Campbell,  and  J. 
O'Donoghue. 

Instrument  carriers  and  attendants. — J.  R.  Neide,  B.  Marron,  and 
Thomas  Harper. 

Laborers.— James  Halstead,  Fredk.  Shaaf,  A.  McDonald;  Chas. 
Fitzgerald,  cook,  and  David  Smith,  servant,  to  Lieutenant  Whipple ; 
one  cook  and  one  servant  for  Lieutenant  Whipple's  assistants,  and  the 
other  members  of  his  party;  two  arrieros,  and  one  herdsman. 

I  would  recommend  that  wagons  be  sent  from  this  place  to  General 
Condi's  camp  to  transport  a  portion  of  the  provisions.  This  '^ill  dimin- 
ish the  number  of  pack-mules  requisite  for  the  transportation  as  far  as 
that  place  of  the  subsistence,  &c.,  and  it  will  further  diminish  the 
number  necessary  between  that  camp  and  the  mouth  of  the  San  Pedro, 
where  suppUes  may  be  again  drawn  from  the  Pimo  village,  at  which 
point  it  is  proposed  a  depot  shall  be  formed  by  sending  wagons  round 
Dy  Colonel  Cook's  roqd. 

I  have  the  honor  to  oe,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lient.  Col.,  head  of  the  Scientific  Corps. 

J.  R.  Bartlett, 

U.  S.  Commissioner,  4^.,  4^. 


United  States  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  21,  1851. 

Sir  :  Mr.  A.  B.  Gray,  United  States  surveyor,  has  just  sent  me  the 
names  of  the  persons  he  has  selected  to  aid  mm  in  the  linear  survey  of 
the  Gila;  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  his  programme  and  requisition  for 

{>rovisiDns,  and,  as  requested  by  him,  desire  that  the  names  of  the 
aborers  and  servants  he  has  hired  may  be  placed  on  the  roll  of  the 
quartermaster,  and  the  subsistence  issued  accordingly. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  has  sent  me  the  names  of  Alexander 
McDonald  and  Bernard  Marron,  whom  he  h^s  employed  as  laborers  in 
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the  astronomical  department.     I  have  also  to  request  that  their  names 
may  be  placed  on  the  quartermaster's  roll,  and  suDsistence  issued  thenu 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

.       CommUiianer. 
4ieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham,  4^.,  ipc. 


Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita, 

August  21,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  endeavored  to  see  you  last  evening,  and  also  this  morning, 
to  return  you  the  accompanying  papers,  but  I  could  not  find  you  at 
home.  The  programme  which  I  presented  on  the  19th  instant,  while 
1  had  hoped  it  would  conciliate  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cause  the  work 
to  go  on  cheerfully,  and  with  spirit,  preserves  the  principles  laid  down 
in  the  instructions  of  the  23d  of  October  last,  firom  the  Department  of 
the  Interior.  It  at  the  same  time  placed  the  surveyor,  with  yourself, 
in  a  high  position  for  that  sort  of  supervision  of  the  work  which  may  be 
necessary  to  satisfy  both  your  minds  as  to  its  accuracy  and  conformity 
with  the  treaty. 

This  supervision,  you  will  perceive,  is  not  confined  to  a  single  sur- 
veying party,  but  to  the  whole  work;  and  as  I  understood  you,  when 
I  presented  the  paper  for  your  perusal,  to  say  it  met  your  approbation, 
I  was  in  hopes  that  there  would  be  no  opposition  to  it  firom  any  other 
quarter. 

The  counter-proposition  firom  Mr.  Gray,  which  you  have  allowed  me 
to  examine,  while  it  accepts  all  I  conceded,  adds  conditions  adverse  to 
those  which  are  binding  upon  me  by  the  instructions.  These  I  cannot 
transcend  or  compromise. 

It  will  be  a  source  of  great  regret  to  me  if  wePcannot  go  on  with  the 
work  under  my  programme,  at  least  until  the  decision  of  the  depart- 
ment in  the  case  is  made  kndwn  to  us.  Surely  there  can  be  no  objection 
to  acknowledging  the  system  prescribed  by  the  department  until  the 
matter  in  dispute  is  settled  by  the  proper  authority. 

I  respectfully  return  to  you  all  the  papers,  and  remain  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Hc€Ul  of  the  Scientific  Corps^  ^. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U.  S.  CommisnoneTj  Sfc.^  4^. 


Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Ritaj^ 

August  22,  1JB51. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday,  and  to  say,  in  reply,  that  I  immediately  directed  the  quarter- 
master to  muster  the  my  therein  named  as  laborers,  and  enter  their 
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names  in  his  books  as  such,  and  then  direct  them  to  report  themselves 
agreeably  to  your  instructions.    ^ 

The  requisition  for  provisions  Has  already  been  complied  with. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.D.GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  CoLy  head  of  Scientific  Carpi. 
John  R.  Bartlbtt,  Esq., 

United  States  Commissioner,  4^.,  4^..  ^t. 


Santa  Rita  del  CoBre,  August  22,  1851. 

Dear  Sir:  As  Colonel  Graham  requires  that  the  laborers,  servants, 
and  cooks  in  your  party  should  report  themselves  to  him  to  be  placed 
on  his  muster-roll  before  furnishing  them  with  provisions,  I  would  re- 
commend your  complying  with  his  request,  unwilling  that  so  trifling  an 
affair  should  cause  tneir  rations  to  be  withheld. 

Yours,  tnily,  JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
A.  B.  Gray,  Esq., 

United  States  Surveyor. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cohre,  August  23,  1851. 

Sir  :  In  order  that  I  may  avail  myself  of  the  services  of  the  entire 
force  now  in  the  employ  of  the  boundary  commission,  I  think  it  of  the 
highest  importance  that  the  survey  of  the  Rio  Grande  should  be  com- 
menced at  once,  and  carried  on  simultaneously  with  that  of  the  Rio 
Gila.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  has  all  the  necessary  instruments, 
both  astronomical  and  surveying,  at  his  command,  together  with  the 
assistants  required. 

I  therefore  propose  instructing  that  officer  to  commence  the  survey, 
taking  the  entire  direction  of  it,  that  which  appertains  to  the  linear 
8ur\'ey,  as  well  as  that  of  the  astronomical  and  topographical  portion, 
until  further  orders  are  given.  Your  opinion  in  reference  to  this  matter 
is  requested. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

A.  B.  Gray,  Esq., 

United  States  Surveyor ,  ^. 


,  Santa  Ri^ta  del  Cobre,  August  23,  1851. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  to-day  I  bave  to  reply,  that  I  think 
it  most  important  that  the  survey  of  the  Rio  Grande  should  be  carried 
on  forthwith  p  and  as  jou  say  that  Colonel  Grahaca  W^^iti^  \n&\x>;i\££sci&&^ 
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assistants,  &c.,  required  for  that  purpose,  I  agree  with  your  views  per- 
fectly, as  expressed  in  your  commuMpation.  I  thus  express  my  opin- 
ion in.  this  matter,  as  requested  by  ^u. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A,  B.  GRAY, 
United  States  Surveyor^  ^c. 
Hon,  John  R.  Bartlett, 

United  States  Commissioner^  ^.f  4^c«,  ^ 


Unitbd  States  Boitndary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  23,  1851. 

Sir:  Desirous  that  the  entire  force  of  the  boundary  commission 
should  be  actively  employed  at  the  earliest  possible  day,  while  the 
season,  which  is  already  far  advanced,  continues  propitious  for  field 
work,  I  think  it  of  the  highest  importance  that  the  surveys  of  the  Rio 
Grande  should  be  commenced  at  once  and  carried  on  simultaneously 
with  that  of  the  Rio  Gila,  for  which  the  surveying,  astronomical,  and 
topographical  parties  have  already  been  organized. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  immediately  organize  such 
a  party  for  the  survey  of  the  Rio  Grande,  to  perform  the  duties  neces- 
sary for  the  linear  survey,  as  well  as  for  the  astronomical  and  topo- 
graphical portion  of  the  work,  "as  will  tend  to  promote  in  the  bestt 
manner  the  progress  of  the  important  work  before  you,  and  bring  it  to 
as  early  a  completion  as  practicable." 

For  the  party  or  parties  so  organized  you  will  give  "  such  written  or 
verbal  instructions  as  you  may  deem  necessary  to  a  full  understanding 
of  the  duties  to  be  performed  on  all  parts  of  the  work."  You  will  also 
require  "all  reports  from  the  heads  of  parties"  to  be  made  to  you  from 
time  to  time,  as  you  may  direct;  and  from  time  to  time,  as  I  may  di- 
rect, you  will  please  report  to  me  the  progress  of  your  operations,  for 
the  successful  prosecution  of  which  you  will  be  held  responsible.  It 
appears  to  me  that  the  proper  place  to  commence  the  survey  will  be 
at  the  astronomical  observatory  at  Frontera,  near  El  Paso,  and  thence 
run  down  the  river. 

My  object  in  desiring  this  portion  of  the  river  to  be  early  surveyed,  is 
i  I  order  that  the  island  on  which  stand  the  towns  of  Isleta,  Socorro  and  San 
Elizario  may  be  permanendy  secured  to  the  United  States,  in  whose  ter- 
ritory and  under  whose  jurisdiction  it  now  is.  A  few  years  smce  the 
main  channel  of  the  Rio  Grande  ran  east  of  this  island.  It  is  now  west; 
but  with  the  constant  changes  of  the  river  at  its  annual  overflow,  it  may 
abandon  its  present  and  resume  the  former  channel,  thereby  transferring 
this  valuable  island  and  its  population  to  Mexico. 

A  week's  longer  delay  may  cause  an  irreparable  loss  to  U3,fbr  the 
tendency  of  the  river  this  year  is  again  to  the  eastward.  The  regiriar 
period  for  the  annual  rains  is  already  upon  us,  and,  from  the  unusual 
^dity  of  the  past  season,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that,  when  the 
rains  do  set  in,  it  will  be  with  unusual  violence,  thereby  increasing  the 
Jiability  of  our  incurring,  indeed  rendering  almost  inevitable,  the  loss 
of  the  island  aUuded  to.      The  inbaVilanU  Via\^  W%  xiiajE&Cested  much 
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uneasiness,  lest  by  delay  they  should  be  thrown  under  a  foreign  juris- 
diction, which  is  another  important  reason  why  the  survey  should  be 
hastened  forward,  that  they  may  be  reUeved  from  their  present  anxiety 
by  being  secured  in  their  property  and  protected  in  their  citizenship. 

I  therefore  deem  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  survey  the  river  and 
fix  the  boundary  from  the  observtitory  to  the  fix)t  of  this  island,  with  the 
utmost  expedition  consistent  with  a  proper  performance  of  the  work. 

The  survey  alluded  to  you  will  carry  on  until  you  receive  further 
instructions  from  me. 

The  parties  for  the  survey  oi  the  Rio  Gila  to  its  junction  with  the 
Colorado  having  been  organized,  viz :  that  for  the  linear  survey,  under 
A.  B.  Gray,  esq.,  United  States  surveyor  under  the  treaty,  and  the  as- 
tronomical and  topographical  portion  under  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple, 
it  is  my  intention  to  proceed  with  them,  on  Monday,  the  25th  instant,  to 
meet  General  Cond^  with  the  Mexican  commission  on  or  near  the  Gila, 
there  to  enter  on  the  important  work  before  us. 

In  your  programme  ofthe  astronomical  party  under  Lieutenant  Whip- 
ple, for  the  survey  ofthe  Gila,  you  suggest  the  sending  of  wagons  with 
supplies  by  Cooke's  road  to  meet  us  at  the  Pimo  villages  and  the  mouth 
of  the  San  Pedro. 

This  plan  was  determined  on  by  me  after  my  personal  examination 
of  Cook  s  road  for  nearly  200  miles,  and,  in  my  requisition  on  the  qua]> 
termaster  for  transportation,  I  included  two  wagons  for  the  purpose. 
These  wagons  will  prove  serviceable  to  us  from  the  Pimo  villages  down- 
wards, as  the  road  \s  said  to  be  good. 

In  order  that  the  organization  of  the  party  or  parties  for  the  survey  of 
the  Rio  Giande  proposed  may  be  made  before  my  departure,  you  will 
nlftase  present  a  programme  of  the  same  for  my  approval. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Cammissiener. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham,  ^ 

Principal  Astronomer  ^  Sft* 


Cantonment  Dawson, 
Copper  Mines,  New  Mexico,  Augtut  25, 18SL 

Sir:  The  Indians  having  run  off  all  my  mules  and  horses,  except 
those  at  present  with  Colonel  Craig,  one  team  now  at  Dofla  Ana,  and 
one  mule  and  horse  unfit  for  service,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  furnish  you  any  escort  from  this  place  to 
General  Condi's  camp,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  will  be  impossible  for 
Colonel  Craig  to  supply  you  with  an  escort  to  the  Gila,  at  least  until  he 
authorizes  the  purchase  of  more  mules. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  leave  for  the  purchase  of  mules,  as  I  have 
DO  animal  which  is  fit  for  service. 

'  ^  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DUFF  C.  GREEN, 
2d  Lieutenant  2d  Infantry,  Commanding  Cantonment. 
Hon,  John  R.  Bartlett, 

Z7.  S.  Botmdart/  Qmmimonn 
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Santa  Rita  del  Cobrb,  August  26,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  a  list  of  the  officers  and  men  attached  to  the  boundary 
commission  within  my  knowledge.  There  may  be  some  herdsmen  or 
laborers  of  which  I  have  no  knowledge,  not  included  in  the  list.  I  also 
send  you,  as  requested,  a  list  of  the  gentlemen  connected  with  the  engi- 
neering and  surveying  parties.  In  this* are  the  names  of  Messrs.  Wright 
and  Clarke,  whom  you  informed  me  you  had  employed  as  assistant 
computers.  As  these  gentlemen  will  probably  devote  a  portion  of  their 
time  in  making  collections  in  natural  history,  I  request  that  their  reports 
of  their  labors  in  this  department  be  mftde  to  me.  At  the  same  time, 
I  pledge  myself  that  they  shall  have  the  entire  credit  of  whatever  they 
accomplish.  Their  collections  in  zoology  and  botany  I  request  may 
be  deposited  at  Magoffin's,  marked  with  their  nsimes,  and  directed  to 
me,  so  that  they  may  accompany  my  collections  in  natural  history 
when  they  are  sent  to  the  government.  When  they  have  passed  down 
the  river  beyond  the  reach  of  El  Paso,  their  collections  may  be  taken 
with  them. 

I  will  make  another  efibrt  for  an  additional  company  for  the  escort. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
*  Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 

Principal  AstronomeTf  4^.,  4^.,  ^. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  August  26,  1851. 

Sir:  Since  your  departure  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians,  further  robberies 
of  animals  have  taken  place,  which  will  render  it  necessary  to  change 
'  our  plans  for  the  distribution  of  the  escort  under  your  command. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  will  commence  the  survey  of  the  Rio 
Grande  immediately;  and  as  we  go  in  contrary  directions,  he  south 
and  I  west,  not  to  resume  work  in  this  quarter  ull  next  year,  it  does 
not  seem  to  me  expedient  to  maintain  a  garrison  here.  ' 

•  I  would  further  suggest  to  you  whether  it  is  not  advisable,  in  conse- 

Siuence  of  the  hostile  attitude  of  the  Indians,  materially  to  increase  the 
orce  intended  for  the  escort  of  the  Gila  parties.  The  survey  of  the 
Rio  Grande  will,  for  several  months  to  come,  be  near  towns  and  vil- 
lages, (constantly  tending  towards  a  military  post,)  where  there  will  be 
litrie  need  of  an  armed  force ;  and  you  will  be  able  to  return  from  the 
Gila  before  the  party  under  Colonel  Graham  on  the  Rio  Grande  will 
have  reached  the  point  on  that  river  where  danger  is  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  Camanches. 

The  importance  of  keeping  the  Copper  Mines  as  a  militaiy  post 
cannot  be  questioned ;  but  as  your  company  was  detailed  for  an6ther 
service,  it  cannot  be  expectea  that,  with  the  limited  force  placed  at 
your  disposal,  it  can  be  diverted  fronr  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
originally  intended.  I  would  recommend,  therefore,  the  abandonment 
of  this  place  ^d  the  reipoval  of  your  stores,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
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commission,  to  a  central  point  on  the  Rio  Grande  near  the  field  of 
operation. 

Should  the  hne  of  boundary  connecting  the  Rio  Grande  with  the 
Gila  be  resumed  next  spring,  it  is  already  so  far  advanced  that  a  depot 
at  the  Copper  Mines  would  be  unnecessary, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissiofur. 
Lieut  Col.  L.  8.  Craio, 

Third  Infantry f  commanding  escort,  ^c,  4^.,  ^. 


Santa  Rita  del  Cobrb,  New  Mexico,  ^ 

August  27,  1851. 

Sir:  In  order  to  enable  you  to  carry  on  your  work  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  to  furnish  the  commissary  and  quartermaster  with  the 
necessary  means  required  by  them  for  their  departments,  I  have  placed 
fundfl  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Henry  Jacobs,  assistant  secretary  of  the  com- 
mission. Any  vouchers  for  expenditures  approved  by  you,  or  by  the 
commissary  or  quartermaster,  will  be  paid  on  being  presented  to  Mr. 
Jacobs,  who  will  then  transmit  them  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  for  my 
credit  as  disbursing  officer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Lieut  Col.  J.  D.  GaAHAM, 

Principal  Astronomer,  ^^  4^.t  4^*  ^ 


r 
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List  of  letters  and  documents  transmitted  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
by  J.  R.  Bartkttj  Commissioner,  March  14,  1851. 

* 

Order  issued  by  Colonel  McClellan  on  the  march  from  San  Antonio 
to  El  Paso ;  November  3,  1850. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  R.  C.  Murphy,  clerk,' requestinff 
him  to  ascertain  the  names  of  persons  employed  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
McClellan,  after  he  (Mr.  B.)  left  the  commission,  at  San  Antonio ;  £1 
Paso,  December  22, 1850. 

Robert  C.  Murphy  in  reply  to  the  same,  with  repfort ;  San  Elizario, 
December  23,  1850. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  to  John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  with 
ins^uctions  for  John  Bull  to  survey  and  explore  the  sources  of  the  Gila, 
&c.,  submitted  for  approval ;  Frontera,  February  10,  1851. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  to  John  Bull,  1st  assistant  surveyor, 
containing  instructions  to  reconnoitre  and  explore  the  Gila ;  Frontera, 
February  10,  1851. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  John  BuU,  relating  to  the  same ; 
El  Paso,  February  10,  1851. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  re- 
turning the  beforementioned  instructions  for  modifications ;  Ll  Paso, 
February  12,  1851. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  to  John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner, 
transmitting  other  instructions  to  John  Bull;  Frontera  Observatory, 
February  13, 1851. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  to  John  Bull,  assistant  surveyor,  trans- 
mitting instructions  for  reconnoitring  the  country  between  the  Rio 
Grande  and  the  Gila  via  the  copper  mines ;  Frontera  Observatory, 
February  13,  1861. 

John  Bull,  esq.,  assist£^nt  surveyor,  to  John  R.  Bartlett,  commis- 
sionerj  in  reply  to  instructions  received;-  San  Elizario,  February 
17,  1851.  ' 

John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  John  Bull,  assistant  surveyor, 
with  suggestions  for  him  in  his  contemplated  reconnaissance  to  the 
Gila;  ^  Paso,  February  22,  1861. 

•James  Myer,  quartermaster,  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  re- 
questing the  services  of  the  unemployed  mechanics  in  the  commission; 
Socorro,  February  16,  1851. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  James  Myer,  quartermaster,  de- 
tailing certain  mechanics  for  the  copper  mines ;  El  Paso,  February 
19,  1851. 

J.  H.  Prioleau,  assistant  surveyor,  to  John  R.  Bartlett,  conmiission- 
er,  relating  to  the  insufficiency  of  instruments  for  carrying  on  the  sur- 
vey intrusted  to  him ;  San  Elizario,  February  13,  1851. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  in  reply  to  same ;  El  Paso,  February 
13,  1851. 

J.  H.  Prioleau,  assistant  surveyor,  to  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple, 
refusing  to  carry  on  the  survey  placed  ijpder  bis  charge ;  San  Eliza- 
rio, February  11,  1861. 
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Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  to  J.  H.  Prioleau,  in  relation  to  the  sur- 
vey and  instruments  in  question ;  Frontera  Observatory,  February  14, 
1861. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  report- 
ing the  refusal  of  J.  H.  Prioleau  to  carry  on  the  survey  alluded  to, 
which  he  had  in  consequence  assigned  to  T.  Thompson ;  February 
18,  1851. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  George  F.  Bartlett,  commissarv» 
with  instructions  for  the  purchase  of  subsistence  and  forwarding  the 
same  to  El  Paso ;  February  10,  1851. 

Eugene  Hesse,  draughtsman,  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  com- 
plaining of  the  inadequacy  of  his  pay,  &c.;  January,  1851. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  in  reply  to  the  same ;  El  Paso,  Jan- 
uary 18,  1851. 

Eugene  Hesse  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  withdrawing  his  letter ;  January  25. 

Note  of  J.  R.  Bartlett  explanatory  of  above. 

Major  O.  L.  Shepherd,  commanding  at  Dofia  Ana,  to  J.  R.  Bart- 
lett, commissioner,  advising  him  of  desertions  from  Colonel  Craig's 
company  at  the  Copper  Mines,  requesting  him  to  confer  with  General 
Cond^  with  the  view  of  arresting  the  fugitives ;  Dofia  Ana,  March  7, 
1851. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Major  O.  L.  Shepherd,  in  reply  to 
the  same ;  El  Paso,  March  12,  1851.  , 


Frontera,  near  El  Paso,    • 

February  10,  1851. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  plans  agreed  upon  yesterday,  I 
despatch  to  Mr.  Bull  the  accompanying  instructions.  I  think  it  would 
be  well  for  you  to  affix  your  approval,  and  let  my  messenger  proceed 
at  once  with  them  to  Presidio. 

Be  so  kind,  also,  as  to  give  such  directions  to  the  commissary  and 
quartermaster  as  may  prevent  this  reconnoitring  party  from  being  de- 
tained beyond  the  17th  instant. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
Lieut.  U.  S.  T.  E.f  Astronomer^  4^'»  U'  ^*  ^-.C*. 

Hon.  J.  R.  Bartlett,  Commissioner. 


Frontera,  El-  Paso, 

February  10,  1851. 

Sir:  As  the  commissioner  joins  me  in  desiring  field  operations  to 
commence  at  the  earliest  period  practicable,  you  are  hereby  detailed 
to  the  command  of  a  party  of  reconnaissance,  to  operate  upon  the 
headwaters  of  the  Rio  Gila. 

Should  the  plotting  of  the  survey  from-  Indianola  to  Presidio  de  San 
Elizario  not  yet  have  been  completed,  you-  will  please  turn  over  all  the 
field  and  o£^ce  notes  now  in  your  posses&ioU)  ox  'm  \]i[i^  '^^^^'^v^ycw  ^^ 
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your  assktants,  to  Mr.  Charles  A.  Snowden,  giviDg  him  at  the  same 
time  such  explanations  and  instructions  as  will  enable  him  to  finish 
the  profile  of  the  levels,  and  lay  down  on  sheets,  fi-om  one  astronomical 
station  to  another,  the  azimutn  lines  of  the  survey,  according  to  our 
original  design. 

JHaving  thus  turned  over  that  work  to  your  assistant,  you  will  pre- 
pare, with  the  party  detailed  to  accompany  you,  to  take  your  departure 
on  Monday,  the  17th  instant.  When  you  arrive  at  Dofla  Ana  you  will 
endeavor  to  obtain  a  proper  Apache  or  other  guide,  who  may  conduct 
you  thence  westwardly  by  Cook's  Spring,  or  other  more  practicable 
route,  to. the  copper  mines.  At  that  depot,  called  Cantonment  Daw- 
son, you  will  fit  out  your  party  with  provisions,  tents,  &c.,  upon  pack- 
mules,  and  a  small  but  proper  escort  to  conduct  you  to  the  nearest 
point  upon  the  Rio  Gila,  the  position  of  which  will  be  determined  by 
the  assistant  astronomer  who  accompanies  you-  From  thence  you  will 
ascend  the  river  to  the  headwaters  of  its  principal  branch,  measuring 
approximately  its  courses  with  the  magnetic  compass,  and  estimating 
the  distances  by  measuring,  by  time,  by  pacing,  or  other  available 
means  which  may  be  at  your  disposal.  Thus  branch  after  branch  will 
be  successively  examined  until  you  shall  have  reached  the  mouth  of 
the  San  Pedro.  To  check  and  correct  this  work,  sextant  observations 
for  time  and /or  latitude  will  be  made  by  the  assistant  astronomer  upon 
the  sun  or  stars  once  in  every  twenty-four  hours,  if  possible. 

A  geologist  and  topographer  will  also  accompany  you,  to  make  such 
examinations,  sketches,  and  reports  upon  the  features  of  the  country 
as  belong  to  their  respective  professions.  You  will  please  keep  an 
official  journal  of  your  operations,  which  you  will  communicate  to  the 
chief  topographical  engineer,  together  with  your  field-notes,  from  time 
to  time,  as  opportunities  occur.  This  journal  will  embody  all  the  in- 
formation you  may  be  able  to  obtain  of  pecuUar  general  or  scientific 
interest. 

You  will  note  memoranda  relating  to  the  agricultural  capacity  of  the 
soil  each  day  passed  over:  where  may  be  found  wefls  of  water, 
springs,  or  streams ;  the  various  kinds  and  quantity  of  wood  ;  the  gene- 
ral as^ct  of  country  included  within  the  visible  horizon;  what  ad- 
vantages may  ofier  for  the  construction  of  a  road ;  and  whether  a  plank 
or  railroad  would  be  practicable  by  the  route  you  travel,  in  oraer  to 
connect,  by  the  Rio  Gila,  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande  with  the  shore 
of  the  Pacific  ocean. 

Your  party  will  consist  of  Theo.  F.  Moss,  esq.,  geologist ;  Messrs. 
George  P.  Ihrie  and  E.  A.  Pliillips,  assistant  astronomers;  Messrs. 
James  Steele,  W.  S.  West,  and  Alex.  Camp.  Should  you  conceive 
that  your  other  duties  will  admit  leisure  to  enable  you  to  make  the 
topographical  sketches  yourself,  you  can  reduce  the  number  of  your 
party  by  dispensing  with  the  assistance  of  Avon  Steinwehr,  detailed 
as  your  topographer. 

Please  direct  Messrs.  Ihrie  and  Phillips  to  repair  to  this  place  imme- 
diately, that  I  may  provide  them  with  sextant,  artificial  horizon,  chro- 
nometer, &c.,  with  specific  directions  as  to  their  use.  Other  instru- 
ments that  you  may  require  should  be  few  and  light*    Please  make  a 
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requisition  for  such  as  you  may  deem  necessary  to  carry  out  the  above 
instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
Lieut.  U.  S.  T.  E.,  Astronomer,  ^.,  U.  S.  B.  C. 
John  Bull,  Esq., 

First  Assistant  U.  S.  B.  C. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission,   • 

El  Pasoy  February  10,  1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  just  received  from  Lieutenant  Whipple  a  letter  for  you 
for  my  approval,  detailing  you  to  proceed  to  the  Copper  Mines,  together 
with  mstructions  for  exploring  and  reconnoitring  the  Gila.  As  these 
require  some  modification,  I  retain  them  until  I  see  Lieutenant  W. 
There  is  a  clause,  however,  in  his  letter  which  I  send  you,  "  directing 
the  completion  of  your  present  work."  ^ 

I  have  directed  the  quartermaster  to  have  a  train  in  readiness  on 
the  17th  or  18th  to  move  to  the  Copper  Mines;  and  it  is  my  wish,  in 
accordance  with  my  original  plan,  that  you  should  accompany  it.. 
You  will  please,  therefore,  make  your  preparations  accordingly,^  and 
in  the  mean  time  I  will  see  Lieutenant  Whipple,  and  agree  upon 
instructions. 

Lieutenant  W.  desires  Messrs.  Ihrie,  Steele,  Phillips,  West,  and 
Camp  to  accompany  you.    You  will  please  notify  them  accordingly. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

John  Bull,  Esq. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  PasOy  February  12,  1851. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  yours  of  the  10th  instant,  wifti  a  letter  of  Jn- 
structions  to  Mr.  Bull  for  my  approval.  As  the  latter  required  some 
modification  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Bull,  stating  to  him  your  wish  for  him  to 
proceed  to  the  Copper  Mines,  &c.;  at  the  same  time  quoting  that  por- 
tion of  the  letter  wnich  relates  to  the  plotting  of  the  survey.  I  also 
mentioned  the  names  of  those  whom  you  wish  to  accompany  him. 
The  modifications  I  wish  made  in  your  instructions  to  Mr.  Bull  are  the 
following: 

I  perceive  that  the  party  detailed  under  Mr.  Bull  is  directed  to  ex- 
plore the  Gila  to  the  headwaters  of  its  principal  branch,  and  subse- 
quently to  examine  every  other  branch  until  he  reaches  the  mouth  ofthe 
San  Pedro;  to  make  geological  and  other  scientific  examinations ;  and, 
finally,  to  notice  what  advantages  may  offer  for  the  construction  of  a 
road  to  connect  the%aters  by  the  Gila,  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande 
witWthe  shores  of  the  Pacific. 

It  was  far  iiom  xnj  intention,  in  our  recexil  couN^i^'aJitfya^  Xi:^  ^^^^aii^ 
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under  Mr.  Bull  a  small  party  to  perform  the  important  duties  included 
in  your  instructions,  which  comprise  very  extensive  scientific  explora- 
tions unconnected  with  the  line,  and  a  survey  of  the  country  with  the 
view  of  a  road.  These,  in  my  opinion,  must  constitute  two  distinct 
parties,  having  in  view  two  distinct  objects. 

By  a  clause  in  the  6tb  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo, 
provision  is  made  for  the  collection  of  information  relative  to  the  "  con- 
struction of  a  road,  canal,  or  railway,  which  shall,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
run  upon  the  river  Gila,  or  upon  its  right  or  left  bank,  within  the  space 
of  one  marine  league  from  either  margin  of  the  river,"  &c. 

I  am  iostructed  to  make  this  examination,  and  a  force  has  been  given 
me  for  the  purpose. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I  have  instructions  to  perform  certain  du- 
ties while  the  engineers  and  surveyors  are  occupied  with  the  duties 
referred  to,  which  are  particularly  provided  for  in  the  treaty.  Among 
these  are,  to  acquire  information  as  to  the  geography,  natural  history 
mines,  &c.  of  the  unexplored  regions  north  of  the  Gila  and  other  parts. 
For  this  purpose  I  have  secured  the  services  of  as  many  naturalists  as 
the  limited  means  at  my  disposal  permitted.  With  these,  and  such 
other  aid  els  the  commission  can  furmsh,!  propose  (as  I  before  stated  to 
you)  to  take  the  field  myself;  and  as  soon  as  the  Indian  commissioners, 
f  ecently  appointed  by  Congress  to  treat  with  the  Indians,  arrive,  I  shall 
commence  my  operations.  They  may  be  expected  daily,  as  I  have 
information  oi  their  being  in  Galveston  on  the  IGth  Hecember.  I  hope, 
therefore,  to  be  able  to  enter  the  field  in  March,  which  General  Cond^ 
informs  me  is  as  early  as  we  can  enter  ihe  elevated  region,  where  the 
Gila  takes  its  rise,  with  safety. 

A  reconnaissance  from  jthe  initial  point  on  the  Rio  Grande  to  the 
Gila,  via  the  Copper  Mines,  is  that  which  I  am  desirous,  and  which  it 
appears  to  me  is  the  most  necessary,  now  to  make.  The  Copper  Mines 
will  be  the  headquarters  and  depot  of  provisions  of  the  commission  for 
the  summer,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  country  contiguous  would  be  very 
desirable  at  this  time.  We  shall  find  it  necessary  to  conmiunicate 
often  with  Dofia  Ana,  which  is  near  the  initial  point ;  and  it  seems 
highly  important  that  we  should  find  a  nearer  and  more  practicable 
route  than  the  present.  This  reconnaissance,  too,  will  be  in  accordance 
with  the  resolution  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  joint  commission — a 
copy  of  which  was  furnished  you. 

1  return  herein  your  letter  to  Mr.  Bull  alluded  to. 

Yours,  very  respectfiilly, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple, 

£/.  S.  Top.  Eng.f  Astr.  U.  S.  ^  Mex.  Boundary  ComnCn^ 

FronterUf  near  lU  Paso. 

P.  S. — I  would  observe  that,  in  performing  the  duty  referred  to,  it 
will  be  well  to  collect  all  the  information  possible  with  the  means  in 
the  power  of  the  gentleman  having  command  of  jjiie  party.  I  cannot 
separate  the  naturalists,  as  that  corps  is  already  very  small ;  and^  to 
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carry  on  the  investigations  desired,  I  shall  of  course  require  the  aid  of 
them  all. 

J.  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 


Frontera  Observatory, 

February  13,  1861. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the  United  States  boundary 
commissioner,  the  auties  with  which  you  are  chained  will  for  the 
present  be  limited  by  a  reconnaissance,  via  the  Copper  Mines,  to  the 
Rio  Gila. 

Should  the  plotting  of  the  survey  from  Indianola  to  Presidio  de  San 
Elizario  not  yet  have  been  completed,  you  will  please  turn  over  all  the 
field  and  oflice  notes  now  in  your  possession,  or  in  possession  of  your 
assistants,  to  Mr.  Charles  A.  Snowden,  giving  him,  at  the  same  time^ 
such  explanations  and  instructions  as  will  enable  him  to  finish  the 
profile  of  the  levels,  and  lay  down  upon  sheets,  from  one  astronomical 
station  to  another,  the  azimuth  lines  of  the  survey,  according  to  our 
original  design. 

Having  thus  turned  over  that  work  to  your  assistant,  you  will  pre- 
pare, with  the  party  detailed  to  accompany  you,  to  take  your  departure 
on  Monday,  the  17th  instant.  When  you  arrive  at  DofXa  Ana,  you 
will  endeavor  to  obtain  a  proper  Apache  or  other  guide,  who  may  con- 
duct you  thence  westward  by  Cook's  Spring,  or  other  more  practica- 
ble route,  to  the  Copper  Mines. 

Your  party  will  consist  of  Avon  Steinwehr,  topographer,  Messrs. 
E.  A.  Phillips,  James  Steele,  Alexander  Camp,  and  W.  S.  West.  It 
will  be  well  for  you  to  collect  all  the  information  possible  with  the 
means  at  your  disposal. 

Please  make  a  requisition  for  such  reconnoitring  instruments  as  yqp, 
may  deem  necessary  for  the  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
Lieut.  T.  E.,  Astronomer^  4*.,  U.  S.  Boamdary  Commission. 

John  Bull,  Esck, 

First  Asst.  u.  S.  Boundary  Commission* 


Frontera  Observatory, 

February  13,  1851. 

Dear  Sir:  In  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Bull,  I  have  made  such  mod- 
ifications as  you  suggested.  Permit  me  to  add,  however,  that  the 
original  were  in  conformity  with  my  understanding  of  your  consent  on 
the  10th  instant. 

You  mistake  my  object  when  you  suppose  this  party  of  reconnais- 
sance was  intended^ to  supersede  other  "scientific  explorations,'*  or 
**  thcitfurvey  of  the  country,  with  the  view  of  a  road."  On  the  con- 
trary, the  reports  expected  from  Mr.  Bull  wo\Ad  w#P(|||fx^^         ^n^t^ 
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object  you  had  in  view,  by  enabling  other  parties  to  proceed  directly 
to  points  of  interest  where  valuable  information  is  to  be  acquired,  and 
by  showing  what  routes  may  probably  prove  available  to  the  parties 
employed  m  the  survey  for  a  practicable  railroad  route. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
LietU.  Top.  Eng.f  AstWj  4^.,  U.  S.  Bound.  Com. 
Hon;  John  R.  Bartlett, 

Commissionerj  El  PcuOf  Texas. 


Sax  Eltzario,  Texas, 

February  17,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  10th  instant,  and  another  from  Lieutenant  Whipple,  approved  by 
yourself,  of  the  13th  instant,  both  relative  to  the  organization  of  a  party 
under  my  command  for  making  ^^a  reconnaissance,  via  the  Copper 
Mines,  to  the  Rio  Gila." 

In  conformity  therewith,  I  have  proceeded  to  make  arrangements  to 
accompany  a  train,  which  I  am  to-day  mformed  by  the  quartermaster 
will  be  in  readiness  on  Thursday  next,  and  have  made  a  requisition 
upon  that  oflicer  for  the  necessary  animals  and  wagons  for  the  party.  He 
sends  me  word  that  your  order  will  be  necessary  before  m^  requisition 
can  be  c6mplied  with.  The  persons  who  are  already  detailed  for  duty 
in  this  party  are  Messrs.  Steinwehr,  PhilUps,  Steele,  Camp,  and  West. 
If  I  did  not  misunderstand  you  in  our  conversation  on  the  13th  instant  at 
Socorro,  it  is  your  intention  that  Mr.  Moss  shall  accompany  us  as  mining 
engineer,  and  that  Mr.  Scott  be  detailed  for  duty  also.  These  addi- 
tions being  made,  my  party  will  consist  of  eight  persons,  exclusive  of 
a  cook,  a  servant,  and  a  teamster.  I  therefore  respectfully  request  you 
to  issue  an  order  to  the  quartermaster  to  supply  those  of  the  party 
^ixh  animals  that  are  not  already  provided,  and  to  provide  one  wagon, 
'  (the  one  with  a  viameter  attachea,)  with  four  mules  and  a  driver,  to 
detail  Mr.  Moss,  and  to  relieve  Mr.  Scott  from  his  present  official 
orders,  and  assign  him  to  this  duty. 

Upon  receiving  the  orders  so  requested,  I  have  no  doubt  that  we 
shall  be  in  readiness  to  accompany  the  train  on  Thursday  next.  I  may 
add  that,  although  Umited  by  my  present  instructions  to  the  making  of 
a  "reconnaissance,  via  the  Copper  Mines,  to  the  Rio  Gila,"  I  enter 
upon  the  duty  with  much  satisiaction,  and  shall  endeavor,  with  my 
best  ability,  to  meet  your  expectations  in  its  performance. 

Mr.  Camp,  by  whom  I  send  this,  will  confer  with  you,  at  my  re- 
quest, upon  some  details  of  business  connected  with  the  party,  and 
receive  your  instructions  and  wishes  appertaining  to  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BULL, 
1^  Asst.  Surveyor^  U.  S.  Boundary  Conu 

Hon.  Jno.  R.  Bartlett, 

Commisnonerj  ifc.j  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission. 


t. 
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Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso,  February  22,  1851. 

Sir:  As  Lieutenant  Whipple,  in  his  letter  of  instructions  to  you  rel- 
ative to  a  reconnaissance  from  the  initial  point  on  the  Rio  Grande  to 
the  Gila,  via  the  Copper  Mines,  on  which  duty  you  are  about  to 
enter,  is  not  explicit  in  reference  to  one  important  object  had  in  view 
in  directing  the  examinations  and  explorations  to  be  made,  I  furnish 
the  following  suggestions  for  your  information  and  guidance :    - 

As  the  headquarters  of  the  commission  will  be  established,  during 
the  approaching  "field"  working  season,  at  Santa  Rita,  (the  Copper 
Mines,)  it  is  not  only  desirable  but  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  have  a  knowledge  of  the  surrounding  country ;  and  also  to  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  facilities  of  communication  between  that  place  and 
Dofia  Ana. 

The  present  route  is  a  very  long  and  circuitous  one*  Some  portions 
of  it  are  heavy,  and  hard  to  travel  with  loaded  teams ;  other  portions, 
during  particular  seasons  of  the  year,  will  be  found  difficult  to  pass 
over,  if  not,  indeed,  absolutely  impassable. 

Exigencies  may  arise  (and  for  the  occurrence  of  such  we  should, 
therefore,  be  prepared)  rendering  it  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  com- 
municate with  the  mihtary  station  at  Dofia  Ana  for  stores  or  aid  at  the 
unfavorable  seasons;  or,  indeed,  at  other  seasons,  when  the  difference 
in  time  of  a  day  might  occasion  great  distress,  and,  perhaps,  loss  of 
life.  The  distance  by  the  ordinary  route  is  125  miles.  There  is  good 
reason  for  supposing  that,  by  varying  the  route,  this  might  be*shortened 
at  least  one  tnird. 

During  Dr.  W.'s  recent  visit  to  the  Copper  Mines,  some  Mexican 
express  riders  came  in,  who  entered  the  valley  from  the  northeast ; 
they  left  on  their  return  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  expected  to  reach 
Dofia  Ana  the  next  evening,  as  they  did. 

Mr.  Jones  (Col.  Craig's  guide)  left  the  mines  the  same  day  that  Dr. 
W.'s  companions  did,  viz:  on  Saturday,  February  1.  He  diverged 
from  the  regular  (or,  rather,  irregular)  road  at  Cook's  Spring,  and,  pro- 
ceeding eastwardly^,  reached  Dofia  Ana  the  next  day ;  whereas  thf 
others,  pursuing  in  a  four-mule  carriage  the  usual  route,  which  runs  from 
the  spring  first  nearly  north  some  15  miles,  then  northeast  for  as  many 
more,  then  east,  and  afterwards  southeast,  did  not  arrive  at  Dofia  Ana 
until  the  following  Wednesday  afternoon. 

Indian  trails  were  undoubtedly  followed  both  by  Mr.  J.  and  ihe 
Mexicans.  Whether  either  of  these  routes  be  practicable  for  loaded 
teams  is  to  me  unknown ;  but  it  is  a  matter  worthy  of  being  ascertained. 
There  is  reason  for  supposing,  even  if^  neither  of  these  is  advisable,  a 
saving  might  be  made  in  time,  distance,  and  labor,  by  striking  off  west 
from  Mule  Spring,  and  thus  avoiding  the  most  circuitous  and  also  a  very 
mountainous  portion  of  the  road,  mat  is  extremely  irksome  to  animak 
and  somewhat  hazardous  to  vehicles. 

Wishing  you  an  agreeable  and  prosperous  trip, 
I  remain  yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

John  Bull,  Esq.,  First  Assistaal  Surteyor. 
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Quartermaster's  Departmekt, 
V.  S.  SfM.  B.  C,  Socarroj  Textu^  Febrmry  16,  1861. 

Sir  :  As  many  of  the  mechanics  will  be  required  at  the  Copper  Mines 
for  many  necessary  purposes,  which  may  there  render  their  services  of 
more  value  to  the  commission,  and  as  I  know  of  no  particular  duty 
which  those  at  San  Elizario  at  this  time  may  have  to  perform,  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  that,  if  it  would  not  interfere  with  any  previous  in- 
tention on  your  part,  an  order  might  be  issued  for  such  as  are  at  that 
place  to  report  to  me,  with  their  working  materials  and  tools,  that  this 
department  may  have  the  benefit  of  the  same  in  the  noaking  of  many 
important  repairs  for  the  anticipated  coming  movement. 

The  services  of  a  mason,  stonecutter,  and  carpenter  will  be  almost 
indispensably  necessary  at  the  mines  for  the  repairing  of  such  buildings 
there,  that  good  and  safe  storehouses  and  quarters  be  ready  far  the  re- 
ception of  fiiture  public  stores,  &c. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MYER, 
Quartermaster  27.  S.  SfM.  Batindary  Commission, 

Hon.  Jno.  R.  Bartlett, 

United  States  Commissioner. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso  J  February  19, 1851. 

Sir  :  As  I  contemplate  an  immediate  movement  of  a  portion  of  the 
boundary  comi^HSsioa  to  the  Copper  Mines,  I  have  to  request  that  you 
will  call  on  the  mechanics  at  San  Elizario  to  report  to  you  forthwith, 
with  their  working  materials  and  tools,  in  order  that  you  may  be  ena- 
bled to  make  the  preparations  and  repairs  necessary  for  that  move- 
ment. You  will  please  request  the  following  persons  to  accompany 
the  wagons,  viz :  Mr.  Shackleford,  harness-maker ;  Mr.  Lynch,  black- 
smith ;  Mr.  Owens,  tailor ;  Mr.  Gassaway,  shoemaker ;  Mr.  Moe,  car- 

Tpenter; Rainey. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner., 

J>|3i|ES  Mter,  Esq., 

Quartermasterj  4^. 


San  Elizario,  February  13,  1851. 

Dear  Sir:  On  my  return  here  from  my  last  visit  to  El  Paso,  I  care- 
fully examined  the  instruments  with  which  I  am  instructed  bv  Lieu- 
tenant Whipple  to  run  a  line  from  here  to  White's  Ranch,  and  I  now 
report  to  you  that  they  (and  in  particular,  one — the  compass)  axe  such 
as  are  not  suited  to  the  work  contemplated^ 

I  have  reported  the  above  to  Lieutenant  Whipple,  in  a  letter  of  the 
day  before  yesterday,  and  in  that  I  refused  to  proceed  any  further  in 
the  prosecution  of  running  the  baae  Aky&  MiiiXil  1  was  furnished  with 
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proper  instruments.  As  I  do  not  like  to  have  my  party  lying  idle  here, 
will  you  be  so  good  as  to  send  me  orders  to  traverse  the  raady  instead 
of  running  the  base  line,  up  to  El  Paso,  or  White's  Ranch,  as  you  may 
think  most  advisable,  so  as  to  form  a  connected  survey  from  Indianola 
up  to  that  point. 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  with  esteem,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  H.  PRIOLEAU, 
First  Assistant  Surveyor  U.  S.  and  M.  Boundary  Commission. 

Jonix  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

Commissioner^  4^. 


Socorro,  February  13,  1851. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  yours  of  this  date,  stating  that  the  in- 
struments furnished  you  by  Lieutenant  Whipple,  to  run  the  line  from 
San  Elizario  to  White's  Ranch,  are  such  as  are  not  essential  to  the  work 
contemplated. 

I  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  Lieutenant  W.'s  instructions ;  but  it 
appears  to  me  that  if  you  are  directed  to  perform  a  certain  duty,  and 
have  not  the  requisite  means  placed  at  your  disposal,  no  more  can  be 
done.  Excuse  me,  therefore,  from  giving  any  directions  in  the  matter. 
1  presume  that  Lieutenant  Whipple  will,  as  soon  £is  he  hears  from  you, 
so  modify  his  instructions  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  carry  them  out. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
J.  H.  pRioLEAu,  Esq., 

First  Assistant  Surveyor  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission. 


San  Elizario,  February  11,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  to  you  that  I  find  it  utterly  impossible  to  run 
the  line  you  require  in  your  letter  of  instructions  to  me  of  January  9, 
with  the  instruments  at  present  furnished  me ;  and  I  hereby  refuse  to 
run  the  said  base  hne  one  inch  further  until  I  am  supplied  with  instru- 
ments which  can  be  depended  upon. 

My  party  will  remain  here  till  we  receive  further  instructions. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  PRIOLEAU, 
First  Assistant  Surveyor  U.  S.  and  M.  Boundary  Commission. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple, 

Chief  Astronomer  U.  S.  and  Mexican  Boundary  Commission. 


Frontera  Observatory,  February  14,  1851. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  11th  instant  surprises  me.     You  are  aware 
that  the  principal  surveying  instruments  expected  Vieie  Vs^  G'^xsixx. 
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Hardcastle  and  Mr.  Gray  on  the  1st  of  November  last  have  not  yet 
arrived.  You  well  know,  also,  that  I  have  never  refused  any  instru- 
ment in  my  possession  for  use  upon  the  siftrvey  with  which  you  are 
charged,  and  that  it  has  been  my  desire  to  furnish  you  with  every  facility 
in  my  power. 

You  have,  I  believe,  one  surveyor's  level,  with  tripod,  new;  one  pair 
of  levelling  rods,  accurately  tested;  one  tested  chain,  of  fifty  ieet; 
several  prismatic  compasses,  and  one  compass  by  Gambey,  with  a  deU- 
cate  needle ;  an  azimuth  circle,  well  graduated,  and  telescope  revolv- 
mg  tangent  to  it. 

You  are  required  to  prolong  a  north  line,  measure  it,  and  at  certain 
distances  to  make  perpendicular  offsets  across  the  valley,  sketching  the 
topography  between.  This  work,  as  I  explained  to  you,  was  intended 
to  form  the  basis  of  the  official  survey  of  the  Rio  Grande  as  soon  as 
proper  authority  could  be  obtained  from  the  commissioners. 

This  work  m\ist  be  continued  at  once  in  the  best  manner  that  the 
means  at  the  disposal  of  the  party  will  permit.  In  the  mean  time,  it 
your  instruments  require  repairs  after  the  month's  trial  you  have  had 
with  them,  Mr.  Tuttle,  the  machinist,  will  attend  to  them,  and  a  requi- 
sition can  be  made  for  such  others  as  are  deemed  necessary. 

Should  it  be  your  wish  to  avoid  the  duty  that  has  been  assigned  to 
your  direction,  you  may  be  relieved  from  it  by  placing  your  trust,  with 
a  copy  of  your  instructions,  with  your  assistxuit,  Thos.  Thompson,  esq. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
Lieutenant  V.  S.  Topograp/iical  Engineers^ 

Astronomer  J  ^•.,  U.  S.  and  3f.  B.  C 

J.  H.  Prioleau,  * 

First  Assistant  U.  S.  and  M.  B.  C 


Presidio  de  San  Elizario, 

February  18,1851. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  with  feelings  of  regret  that  I  report  the  refusal  of 
Mr.  Prioleau,  1st  assistant  United  States  boundary  commission,  to  con- 
tinue the  survey  with  which  he  was  intrusted. 

His  instructions  contemplated  the  completion  of  the  work  ordered  by 
your  direction  to  be  conducted  from  Indianola  to  El  Paso.  According 
to  the  understanding  between  us,  it  was  to  be  concluded  by  a  topo- 
graphical survey  of  the  island  and  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande  to  the 
"  Pass." 

For  weeks  after  his  party  was  organized  and  ready  for  the  field,  Mr. 
Prioleau  was  absent  or  idle,  and  performed  few  if  any  of  the  duties 
which  the  survey  required. 

At  length,  when  niore  than  a  month  had  elapsed  since  the  receipt  of 
his  instructions,  he  addressed  me  a  note  (a  copy  of  which  will  be  given 
you)  refusing  to  continue  the  work  without  proper  instruments.  He 
does  not  state  in  what  manner  he  deems  his  instruments  defective,  nor 
does  he  specify  what  instruments  he  would  require. 
My  reply,  a  copy  of  which  will  also  be  furnished  you,  directed  him 
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to  continue  the  surrey,  or  turn  over  the  command  of  his  party,  with  a 
comr^f  his  instructions,  to  Mr.  Thompson,  his  assistant. 

The  alternative  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  Thompson  is  now  in  the 
active  perfi  rmance  of  his  duties  in  conformity  witn  the  instructions  is- 
sued originally  to  Mr.  Prioleau. 

When  the  mcts  of  this  case  may  be  all  placed  before  you,  I  think  you 
will  conclude  that  Mr.  Prioleau  has  been  tried  in  the  responsible  position 
of  1st  assistant  United  States  boundary  commission,  and  h^  failed  to 
show  his  ability  to  perform  the  duties  devolving  upon  him.  Hereafter 
I  should  deem  it  highly  imprudent  to  give  him  the  control  of  any  party 
of  the  commission  charged  with  the  execution  of  important  duties. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
Lieutenara  Tomgraphical  Engineers, 
Astronomer,  ^.,  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Babtlett, 

U.  S.  Commissioner. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 
El  Paso  del  Norte,  February  10,  1861. 

Sir:     With  this  you  wiU  receive  sundry  orders  for  provisions,  anck 
other  articles  for  the  use  of  the  commission,  which  I  wish  you  to  take 
to  New  York  and  purchase. 

On  your  arrival  at  San  Antonio,  I  wish  you  to  dispose  of  100  barrels 
of  hard  bread  (in  case  it  should  arrive  at  Indianola)  on  the  best  possible 
termd  for  cash.  This  bread  was  ordered  from  Messrs.  Atwater,  Mul- 
ford,  &  Co.,  New  York,  through  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  on  the 
20th  of  November  last. 

We  left  at  Indianola,  in  charge  of  the  quartermaster  there,  76  or  80 
barrels  of  hard  bread.  In  case  that  has  not  been  already  forwarded,  or 
any  contract  made  to  do  so,  you  will  take  charge  of  it  and  forward  it 
with  your  other  goods. 

If  the  provisions  ordered  from  Messrs.  Atwater  &  Mulford  have  reach* 
ed  San  Antonio  or  Indianola,  you  will  receive  and  transfer  them  to  Mr, 
Ponce's  train  of  wagons,  in  conformity  with  your  contract  with  him. 
In  case  they  have  not  reached  Indianola,  you  will  leave  him  directions 
to  receive  them  on  their  arrival ;  also  direct  the  quartermaster  in  charge 
at  that  place,  that,  if  these  goods  come  to  him  to  be  forwarded,  (as  I 
suggested  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,)  to  transfer  them  to  Mr. 
Ponce's  agent. 

Seven  boxes  were  shipped  by  Mr.  S.  J.  Jacobs  from  New  York,  in 
October  last,  for  Indianola,  directed  to  me  or  to  the  boundary  commis- 
sion. These  you  will  receive  at  Indianola  or  San  Antonio  and  forward 
by  the  same. 

There  are  also  several  packages  of  various  kinds,  containing  arms 
and  ammunition,  instruments,  &c.,  now  lying  in  New  Orleans,  or  which 
were  there  when  last  heard  from,  having  been  left  on  board  the  steamer 
Falcon  when  I  came  out  in  her.  These  I  requested  Mr.  Sanford  to 
k)ok  for  in  New  Orlean9,  and,  if  found,  to  forwaid  Uveuv  \ja't\S«sNsisi^ 
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Inquire  for  these  packages  at  San  Antonio  and  Indianola,  and  forward 
them,  if  found,  as  before  stated.  Should  they  not  be  there,  y<>u  will 
look  for  them  in  New  Orleans,  at  the  office  of  the  steamer  Falcon. 

I  give  you  a  list  of  provisions  to  be  purchased  in  New  Orleans. 
These  you  will  send  fortnwith  to  Indianola.     They  are  as  follows : 

15  barrels  best  pork,  estimated  cost $210 

6 do rice do 60 

1,000  pounds  best  coffee do 100 

1,000 do sugar do 100 

5  boxes  spenft  candles,  .do 65 

5.. do.. hard  soap do 22 

557 


For  the  above  I  give  you  my  draft  on  Chubb  &  Schenck,  payable 
in  New  Orleans,  for  $600. 

I  also  enclose  you  a  list  of  provisions  to  be  purchased  in  New  York, 
and  another  of  articles  required  by  the  quartermaster  for  his  depart- 
ment. The  groceries  you  will  procure  on  favorable  terms,  and  of  ^ood 
quality,  of  Messrs.  Atwater,  Mulford,  &  Co. ;  and  for  the  other  articles 
you  will  be  compelled  to  examine  the  market. 

•     You  will  exhibit  my  order  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  ob- 
^  tain  his  approval  of  the  same ;  at  the  same  time  have  it  so  arranged 
that  your  bills  for  the  purchases  mentioned  may  be  met. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  clothing  required  for  the  commission.  This  may 
either  be  purchased  on  its  account,  or,  what  would  be  more  agreeable 
to  me,  to  purchase  it  on  your  own  account,  and  supply  the  members 
at  a  moderate  advance  above  the  cost  and  charges.  It  will  lessen  the 
responsibility,  already  heavy  on  me,  to  divest  the  commission  entirely 
of  tne  charge  of  the  clothing  department. 

You  will  please  confer  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  on  this 
subject. 

Lieutenant  Whipple  will  furnish  you  with  an  order  for  the  astronom- 
ical department,  and  Dr.  Bigelow  for  the  medical  department.  After 
I  have  seen  and  approved  these  you  will  please  make  the  purchases. 
After  completing  tne  purchases  alluded  to  you  will  ship  to  Indianolat 
and  return  as  soon  as  possible  to  join  the  commission. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
Mr.  Geo.  F.  Bartlett, 

Commissary  Mexican  Boundary  Commission. 


Headquarters,  DoNa  Ana,  New  Mexico, 

March  7,  1851. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  sent  down  to  Major  Van  Home  the  descriptive  list 

g(f  seven  deserters  from  Colonel  Craig's  company,  and  requested  him  to 

aee  General  Condd,  the  Mexican  comimssioiier,  u^n  the  subject  of 
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having  the  thieves^  as  well  as  deserters,  apprehended.  These  men  stole 
seven  mules  and  six  muskets  belonging  to  the  United  States  govern- 
ment. They  were  traced  for  two  days  by  a  party  in  pursuit  of  them 
on  the  Chihuahua  road,  and  they  have  doubtless  gone  to  that  city.  I 
should  think  that,  unless  some  measures  are  taken  to  stop  desertion 
from  Colonel  Craig's  command,  serious  inconvenience  may  result 
to  the  progress  of  the  boundary  survey;  and  it  is  respectfully  suggested 
that  a  conference  with  General  Condd  by  you  may  accomplish  the 
desired  end,  in  at  once,  and  at  the  outset,  stopping  desertion. 

The  thieving  deserters  started  on  the  24tn  ultimo.  All  the  mules 
were  branded  U.  S.  A  reward  of  thirty  dollars  ($30)  will  of  course 
be  paid  for  each  and  every  deserter  delivered  at  any  post  or  United 
States  command.  Besides,  a  proper  reward  may  be  expected  for  the 
dehvery  of  the  mules,  &c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  L.  SHEPHERD, 
CwpU  and  BvU  Maj.  U.  S.  -4.,  Com.  Officer^ 

J.  K.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U*  S.  Boundary  Com.,  El  Paso^  Texas. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso,  March  12,  1851. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  and  the  same 
day  called  on  General  Condd,  accompanied  by  Major  Van  Home, 
when  we  made  known  to  him  the  desertions  from  Colonel  Craig*3 
company,  at  the  Copper  Mines. 

The  General  manifested  much  interest  in  the  matter,  and  expressed 
a  desire  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  arrest  the  fugitives  and  the  property 
taken  by  them.  He  at  once  sent  out  to  obtain  a  courier,  whom  he 
would  despatch  the  following  morning  to  Chihuahua,  by  whom  he 
could  write  to  the  Governor,  requesting  his  aid  in  the  matter.  He  also 
promised  to  send  word  to  the  military  post  at  Yanos,  which  is  on  the 
road  from  the  Copper  Mines  to  Chihuahua,  requesting  the  officer  in 
command  to  stop  all  deserters  or  suspicious  persons  passing  there.  By 
this  means  I  trust  that,  should  more  desert,  we  may  be  able  to  arrest 
them  before  passing  that  post. 

I  remain,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Bvt.  Maj.  O.  L.  Shepherd, 

United  States  Army,  Dofla  Ana. 


Sir  :  I  received  to-d^y  a  Jitter  from  Mr.  Prioleau,  according  to  which 
I  am  detailed  in  his  party  as  a  topographer,  and  have  to  enter  upon 
the  duties  assigned  to  me  on  the  20th  instant.    ^ 

Before  I  join  Mr.  Prioleau,  however,  I  wish  to  see  my  position  and 
salary  defined  upon  a  more  Uberal  basis  than  her^loibi^*    T\i<&  ^;^rj 


190  S.  Doc.  119. 

of  $720  I  considered  sufficient  for  the  time  in  which  I  had  no  duty  to 
perform,  but  I  believe  it  is  not  more  than  common  justice  that  any 
service  is  paid  according  to  its  value,  and  my  former  experience  has 
convinced  me  that  [it  ought]  to  be  the  case  in  this  country. 

The  mechanics  and  laborers,  almost  without  exception,  receive  a 
pay  larger  or  equal  to  mine  ;  while  the  large  number  of  young  gentle- 
men who  do  not  understand  anything  about  surveying  .are  paid  very 
nearly  as  high  as  I  am. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  state  to  you  that  the  duties  of  a  topographer  re- 
quire a  thorough  knowledge  of  surveying,  and  that  it  cannot  be  just 
to  place  a  scientific  position  on  the  same  level  with  handiwork.  In 
Washington  city  you  assured  me  that  we  should  be  furnished  with 
good  clothing  and  proper  provisions ;  but  on  the  one  hand  we  have  to 
pay  exorbitant  prices  tor  our  garments,  and  are  obliged  to  expend  con- 
siderable money  for  those  necessaries  that  are  indispensable  to  make  the 
furnished  food  sufficient  in  quantity  and  quality.  Before,  therefore, 
I  enter  upon  the  duties  of  my  office,  I  request  you  to  enhance  my 
salary  at  least  to  $1,200  per  annum;  as,  short  of  that  sum  I  cannot  do 
the  work  required. 

I  remain,  sir,  most  respectfully,  yours, 

EUGENE  HESSE. 

Hon.  Jno.  R.  Bartlett, 

Commisitioner  U.  S.  Boundary  Com. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso,  January  18,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  yours  without  date,  in  which  you  com- 
plain of  the  inadequacyof  your  pay  as  a  draughtsman  to  the  boundary 
commission ;  that  "  the  salary  of  $720  a  year  you  considered  sufficient" 
for  the  last  five  months,  "  when  you  had  no  duty  to  perform ;"  but  now, 
when  you  are  called  to  "enter  on  the  duties  of  your  office,"  you 
request  me  to  "enhance  your  salary  to  $1,200  per  annum ;  as,  short  of 
that  sum  you  cannot  do  the  work  required." 

You  observe,  that  in  this  country,  "any  service  is  paid  according  to 
its  value."  This  is  correct;  but,  as  you  remark  that  you  have  per- 
formed no  duty,  I  have  yet  to  learn  what  the  value  of  your  services 
will  be  to  the  commission. 

I  told  you  in  Washington  that  I  could  probably  give  you  $500  or 
$600  a  year ;  instead  of  which,  I  have  assigned  you  a  place  with  a 
salary  of  $720. 

Furthermore,  you  complain  of  the  "exorbitant price"  charged  you 
for  clothing,  and  that  the  provisions  furnished  you  are  insufficient  in 
"quantity  and  quality." 

In  reply,  I  assert  that  the  former  are  charged  you  at  prices  less  than 

cost  and  transportation,  and  that  they  are  lower  than  similar  articles 

can  be  procured  in  New  York  at  retail ;  and  as  to  the  provisions,  that 

they  are  in  every  respett  the  same  that  are  furnished  to  me,  and  to  all 

«7  the  comwissxonf  and  that  they  are  the  same  as  supplied  to  the  offi- 
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cers  and  men  at  the  military  post  here,  from  the  quartermaster  of  which 
we  received  them. 

Understanding,  therefore,  that  you  will  not  serve  for  less  than  Sl,200 
a  year,  and  are  dissatisfied  in  other  respects,  you  are  at  liberty  to 
leave  the  commission, 

I  wfll  at  once  direct  Messrs.  Chubb  &  Schenck  to  stop  the  allotment 
to  your  wife. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner, 
Mr.  Eugene  Hesse. 


El  Paso,  January  25,  1851. 

Sir:  I  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  in  answer  to  mine 
without  date,  complaining  of  my  pay,  &c.,  and  I  am  convinced  that  the 
letter  was  written  under  a  misapprehension  of  facts,  and  therefore  beg 
leave  to  withdraw  it, 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

EUGENE  HESSE. 

Hon.  John  R,  Bartlett, 

Mexican  Bou7idury  .Commissioner, 

[In  conseciuence  of  the  above  apology  and  withdrawal,  I  reinstated 
Mr.  Hesse.  On  the  21st  of  February  he  called  on  me  again,  accompa- 
nied by  Mr.  Steinwehr,  and  Mr.  Hippel,  topographical  draughtsman  ta 
the  commission,  when  they  all  tendered  their  resignations  in  consequence 
of  the  inadequacy  of  pay  and  dissatisfaction  as  to  position ;  which  were 
accepted. 

JOHN  R.  bartlett. 

Commissioner.'] 
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List  of  Documents  from  the  Boundary  Commission* 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham  to  J.  R.  Bartlett, 
commissioner,  Frontera,  July  10,  1851,  advising  that  he  will  join  him 
at  the  Copper  Mines. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  to  J,  R.  Bartlett,  commis- 
sioner, Frontera,  July  13,  1851,  introducing  Lieutenant  A.  E.  Bum- 
side  as  quartermaster  and  commissary. 

Letter  from  J.  R,  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  General  Cond^,  Santa 
Rita  del  Cobre,  July  18,  1851,  advising  a  meeting  of  the  joint  com- 
mission, &c. 

Letter  from  J,  R,  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Graham,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  July  23,  1851,  advising  him  of  his  in- 
tention to  send  a  party  down  the  Gila,  &c. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Brevet  Lietenant  Col- 
onel Craig,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  July  23,  1851,  advising  him  that 
the  escort  on  the  Mimbres  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  him. 

Letter  from  J.  R,  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Brevet  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel Craig,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  July  23,  1851,  calling  for  an  escort 
to  the  party  going  down  the  Gila. 

Order  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  the  ofl5cer  commanding 
party  on  the  Mimbres,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  July  23,  1851,  to  direct 
the  escort  to  report  to  Colonel  Craig. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  James  Myer,  esq., 
quartermaster,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  July  23,  1851,  advising  him  of 
his  release  from  duty,  &c. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Henry  Jacobs,  esq.,  as- 
sistant and  acting  commissary,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  July  23,  1851, 
advising  him  of  ms  release  from  duty,  &c. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  ^sutlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  A.  E.  Bum- 
side,  acknowledging  him  as  quartermaster  and  commissary ;  Santa 
Rita  del  Cobre,  July  23,  1851. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Henry  Jacobs,  esq., 
assistant  and  acting  commissary,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  July  23, 1851, 
making  certain  inquiries  relative  to  his  department. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Colonel  Sumner,  Santa 
Rita  del  Cobre,  July  25,  1851,  calling  for  an  additional  company  to 
escort  the  party  going  down  the  Gila. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  L.  H.  Kettlewell,  esq., 
£anta  Rita  del  Cobre,  July  26^  1851,  to  remove  the  party  at  the  Mim- 
bres to  the  Copper  Mines. 

Cetter  from  James  Myer,  late  quartermaster,  to  J.  R.  Bartlett^  com- 
missioner, Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  July  30,  1851,  reporting  his  compU- 
ance  with  orders  of  July  23,  1851. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  James  Myer,  esq.,  Santa 
Rita  del  Cobre,  July  31,  1851,  relative  to  his  travelhng  expenses,  &c. 

Letter  from  James  Myer,  late  quartermaster,  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  com- 
missioner, Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  1,  1851,  relative  to  his  trav- 
elling expenses,  &c. 

Letter  from  J*  R*  Bartlett,  commissioner^  to  James  Myer,  esq., 
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Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  1,  1851,  advising  him  that  his  accounts 
are  correct,  and  forwarded  to  the  Fifth  Auditor.  • 

Letter  from  Heniy  Jacobs,  assistant  commissary,  Santa  Rita  del 
Cobre,  July  31, 1861,  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  reporting  his 
compliance  with  orders  of  July  23,  1851. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham,  camp  at  Copper  Mines, 
August  2,  1851,  answer  to  commissioner  of  23d  ultimo. 

Letter  from  J,  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Graham,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  4,  1851,  appointing  a  meeting 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  parties,  &c. 

Letter  fiom  A.  B.  Gray,  U.  S.  surveyor,  &c.,  to  J.  R.  Bartlett, 
commissioner,  encampment  at  Copper  Mines,  August  6, 1851,  request- 
ing an  interview  to  consult  upon  the  fitting  out  of  parties  for  the  sur- 
vey of  the  Gila,  &c. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  A.  B.  Gray,  esq.,  U.  S. 
surveyor,  &c.,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  6,  1851,  appointing  in- 
terview. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Graham,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  6,  1851,  calling  for  copies  of 
instructions,  &c.,  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commis- 
sioner, Copper  Mines,  August  6,  1851,  answer  to  commissioner  rela- 
tive to  instructions,  &c.,  &c. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commis- 
sioner. Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita,  August  6,  1851,  requesting  the 
commissioner's  reasons  in  writing  for  refusing  to  acknowledge  him  as 
head  of  the  scientific  corps,  &c.,  &c. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  A.  B.  Gray,  esq.,  U.  S. 
surveyor,  Santa  Rita"del  Cobre,  August  7, 1851,  requesting  programme 
of  force,  instruments,  animals,  &c.,  required  for  the  survey  of  the  Gila. 

Letter  from  John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  J. 
D.  Graham,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  7,  1851,  relative  to  the 
Colonel's  position,  &c.,  &c. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commis- 
sioner. Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita,  August  8, 1851,  submitting  general 
plan  for  field  operations,  &c. 

Letter  from  John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Graham,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  8,  1851,  defining  the  Colonel's 
position,  &c. 

Letter  from  John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  A.  B.  Gray,  esq.. 
United  States  surveyor,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  7,  1851,  in- 
quiring relative  to  his  powers,  rights,  duties.  Sec. 

Letter  from  A.  B.  Gray,  esq»;  United  States  surveyor,  to  J.  R.  Bart- 
lett, commissioner,  encampment  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  9, 1851, 
defining  his  rights,  powers,  &c. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham  to  J.  R.  Bartlett, 
commissioner.  Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita,  August  9, 1851,  requesting 
copy  of  Mr.  Gray's  letter. 

Letter  firom  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  J. 
D.  Graham,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  9,  1851,  referring  him  to 
Mr.  Gray  for  copy. 
13 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham  to  J.  R.  Bartlettf 
commissioner,  Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita,  August  9, 1861,  asking  for 
list  of  members  of  the  commission,  &c. 

Letter  from  A,  B.  Gray,  esq.,  to  John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  en 
campment  Santa  Rita  del  Cobrc,  August  8, 1851,  submitting  estimates, 
&c.,  for  the  Gila  party. 

Note  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  Bumside, 
i?anta  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  8,  1851,  directing  rations  to  be  issued  to 
H.  C.  Pratt  and  son- 
Note  from  Lieutenant  Bumside  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner. 
Copper  Mines,  August  8,  1851,  declining  to  issue  rations  to  H.  C* 
Pmtt. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham  to  J.  R.  Bartlett, 
commissioner.  Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita,  August  8,  1851,  relative  to 
rations  for  H.  C.  rratt  and  son. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham  to  J.  R,  Bartlett,  com- 
missioner. Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita,  August  9,  1851,  relative  to  Mr, 
Gray's  letter. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  J. 
D.  Graham,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  11,  1851,  giving  him  ex- 
tracts from  the  instructions  of  March  11. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Graham,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  12,  1851,  calling  for  instru- 
ments for  Mr.  Gray's  party. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  Bumside, 
Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  13,  1851,  calling  for  subsistence  and 
transportation  for  the  Gila  party. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Bumside  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner. 
Copper  Mines,  New  Mexico,  August  14,  1851,  dechning  to  issue  upon 
the  commissioner's  requisition. 

Note  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gra- 
ham, Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  14, 1851,  offering  to  transmit  letters 
to  Washington. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commis- 
sioner. Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita,  August  14,  1851,  declining  to 
furnish  instruments  for  the  Gila  party. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commis- 
sioner. Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita,  August  14,  1851,  relative  to  Mr. 
Moss. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  J. 
D.  Graham,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  14,  1851,  relative  to  Mr. 
Moss. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  A.  E.  Burnside,  quar- 
termaster and  commissary,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  15,  1851. 

Letter  from  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  J. 
D.  Graham,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  14,  1851,  relative  to  Mr. 
Pratt's  rations. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Bumside,  quartermaster  and  commissary,  to 
J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  Copper  Mines,  New  Mexico,  August  16, 
1851* 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  to  Lieutenant  Bumside, 
Frontera,  July  13,  1851,  instructions- 
Letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  J,  D.  Graham  to  J.  R,  Bartlett,  com- 
missioner, Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita,  August  15,  1851,  declining  to 
furnish  instruments  and  closing  correspondence. 


Frontera,  Jvly  10,  1851. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoyi; 
letter  of  the  1st  instant,  which  was  handed  to  me  on  the  evening  of  the 
8th  instant  by  Mr.  Myer. 

Understanding  from  you  that  the  impression  which  seemed  to  prevail 
at  El  Paso  when  I  arrived  there,  that  you  contemplated  an  early  visit 
to  that  place,  was  erroneous,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  shall 
proceea,  in  a  few  days  from  this  time,  to  join  you  at  the  Copper  Mines, 
when  I  shall  very  cheerfully  unite  with  you  in  the  labors  which  will  de- 
volve upon  us  under  the  instructions  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAlM,  LieutenarU  Colonel, 
Principal  Astronomer  and  Head  of  the  Scientijic  Corps* 
J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U,  S.  Commissioner^  4^.,  S(c.,  S(c.,  Copper  Mines. 


Frontera,  July  13,  1851. 

Dear  Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  introduce  to  you  Lieutenant  A.  E.  Burn- 
side,  of  the  3d  regiment  United  States  artillery,  one  of  the  oflScers  re- 
cently detailed  by  order  of  the  President  to  perform  the  duty  of  quar- 
tetmaster  and  commissary  to  the  United  States  commission  of  boundary, 
under  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo.  Lieutenant  Bumside  is  an 
officer  of  great  merit,  and  I  feel  assured  you  will  be  pleased  to  have 
him  at  your  station.  He  has  been  instructed  to  take  charge  of  the  com- 
missary's stores  delivejjed  to  Mr.  Myer  here  for  transportation  to  the 
Copper  Mines,  and  to  ^^erintend  their  issue.  In  addition  to  the  stores 
called  for  by  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo  to  Mr.  Myer,  we  have 

Srocured  here,  and  sent  forward  with  his  train,  five  thousand  pounds  of 
our.     There  was  neither  flour  nor  hard  bread  amongst  the  stores  de- 
livered by  Mr.  W.  T.  Smith,  agent  for  Ponce  de  Leon. 

I  was  in  hopes  I  could  have  been  accommodated  with  two  wagons 
and  teams  from  Mr.  Myer's  train,  but  it  was  necessary  to  load  them  all 
in  order  to  send  forward  the  provisions.     I  shall,  however,  obtain  the  i 
necessary  transportation  the  best  way  I  can,  and  proceed  to  join  you 
in  the  shortest  time  practicable. 

I  will  bring  with  me  the  drawings,  &c.,  &c.,  executed  by  Mr.  Vau- 
dricourt,  which  you  desired  to  be  sent  up  by  Mr.  Murphy.  In  order  to 
inform  myself  upon  every  proper  point  (as  far  as  was  in  my  power  at. 
least  while  in  this  vicinity)  preparatory  to  the  reorganization  of  fte 
«cientific  corps,  I  have  been  obhged  to  call  on  all  its  members  here  tcv 
present  their  works  for  my  inspection ;  and  smc^  l\e»crofc^  ^^  Cvi  x>sa. 
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design  visiting  El  Paso,  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  give  even  more 
time  to  this  object,  preparatory  to  joining  you. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM,  Lieutenant  Colonel, 
Principal  Auronomer  and  Head  of  the  Scienti/ic  Corps^ 
J,  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Commissioner  J  Sfc.y  S[c.y  Sfc. 


•  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre, 

July  18,  1851. 

My  Dear  Gexeral:  I  have  just  received  your  note  of  this  morning, 
announcing  your  intention  to  move  your  camp  to  Ojo  del  Gavilan,  and 
continue  the  survey  of  the  line  to  the  Gila.  Some  of  the  gentlemen 
attached  to  Mr.  Gray's  party  have  arrived  here  to-day,  having  left  Mr- 
Gray  at  the  Mimbres.  He  intended  paying  you  a  visit  before  coming 
here.  I  hope,  therefore,  you  will  see  him  before  you  leave,  and  make 
known  to  hun  the  plan  agreed  upon  by  us  for  going  down  the  Gila. 

I  think  it  will  be  well  to  have  a  meeting  of  the  joint  commission 
immediately  ;  and  in  case  it  is  not  convenient  for  you  to  come  here,  I 
will  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  visit  your  camp  on  the  Mimbres. 

With  high  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT. 

Gen.  Pedro  Garcia  Conde, 

Commissioner y  4^.,  4^.,  camp  on  the  Mimbres* 


Headquarters  of  the  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  July  23,  1851. 

Sir:  General  Conde,  the  Mexican  commissioner,  has  removed  hi» 
encampment  to  the  Bouro  mountains,  about  sixty  miles  distant  from 
here.  On  his  way  thither,  July  19th,  he  called  upon  me.  This  offer- 
ing the  last  opportunity  for  an  interview  for  some  time  to  come,  it  w^as 
embraced  to  hold  a  meeting  of  the  joint  com^^sion. 

At  this  meeting  it  was  agreed  that  the  commissioners  and  surveyors, 
with  the  necessary  assistants,  should  proceed  forthwith  to  the  Gila,  and 
trace  it  from  the  point  where  the  western  boundary  line  of  New  Mexico 
intersects  it  to  its  junction  with  the  Colorado. 

Mr.  Gray  and  myself  are  now  engaged  in  making  the  preliminary 
arrangements  preparatory  to  starting.  As  the  favorable  season  is  now 
passing  away  rapidly,  it  is  important  to  be  in  the  field  with  as  little 
additional  delay  as  possible ;  otherwise  our  progress  will  be  materially 
impeded,  if  not,  indeed,  absolutely  arrested,  by  the  setting  in  of  violent 
rains,  which  usually  prevail  in  this  region  the  latter  part  of  the    season. 

I  am  desirous  of  having  your  advice  in  reference  to  die  astronomical 

i)arty  which  it  may  be  thought  should  accompany  us.    You  will  there-  * 
qp^  oblige  me  by  proceeding  to  this  place  at  Uie  earliest  practicable 
mowtntf  bringing  with  you  such  instruments  as  in  your  opinion  should 
be  takeo^by  us  on  such  a  trip  as  ia  pioi^^ed« 


S.  Doc.  119.  197 

Mr.  M,  Seaton,  now  at  Frontera,  has  been  selected  as  one  of  my 
proposed  party,  and  I  will  thank  you  to  direct  him  to  report  himself  to 
me  at  once.  You  will  also  oblige  me  by  furnishing  for  me  on  this 
occasion  ten  or  twelve  of  the  panniers  which  were  brought  out  by  you 
fer  commission  purposes. 

Hoping  to  see  you  very  shortly,  I  remain,  sir,  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  IL  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner 
Lieut.  CoL  J.  D.  Graham,  Frontera* 


Headquartees  U.  S.  awd  M.  B.  C, 

SatUa  Rita  del  Cobre^  July  ^3,  1851. 

Sir  :  Lieutenant  Whipple  having,  without  ray  orders,  left  the  line  to 
re[)ort  himself  to  Colonel  Graham,  the  chief  astronomer,  abandoning 
for  the  time  the  survey  on  which  he  was  engaged,  thus  rendering  it 
unnecessary  to  retain  at  his  encampment  the  escort  by  you  furnished 
him,  I  advise  you  of  these  facts  as  ine  reason  why  I  have  now  ordered 
said  escort  to  return  and  report  itself  to  you. 
I  remain,  respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  E.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  Craig, 

Com'g  Escort  U.  S,  and  M,  B.  C,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobrey  N.  M. 


Headquarters  Uv  S.  and  M.  B.  C, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  Jtdy  23,  1851. 

Sir:  I  am  now  organizing  a  party  for  the  Gila,  to  trace  it  from  the 
point  laiiere  the  western  boundary  fine  of  New  Mexico  intersects  it  to 
its  junction  with  the  Colorado.  I  deem  it  necessary  to  have  for  our 
protection,  &c.,  an  escort  of  twenty  mounted  men. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  that  such  an  escort  may  be  by  you  de- 
tailed and  provided  with  the  necessary  mules,  subsistence,  &c.,  for 
three  months. 

I  should  be  happy  to  have  you  accompany  us,  if  agreeable  to  you, 
and  consifitent  with  your  duties. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  E.  BARTLETT, 

Commissiamr. 
Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  Craio, 

Com^g  Escort  U.  S.  and  M.  B.  C,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  N.  M. 


Headqu^aaters  U.  S.  and  M.  B.  C, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  July  23,  1851. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  the  party  lately  employed  in  surveying,  the 
boundary  Une,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Whipple,  is  ejected 
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to  relej^e  the  escort  of  soldiers  sent  for  their  protection,  and  direct  them 
to  return  and  report  themselves  to  Colonel  Craig,  at  this  place. 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commisiianer. 


Santa  Rita  dbl  Cobbe,  Jvly  23,  1851. 

Sir:  I  informed  yoo  verbally  on  the  1st  instant  that  I  have  received 
advices  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior  that  an  officer  of  the 
army  had  been  detailed  to  act  as  qaartennaster  with  the  boundary 
commission,  to  fill  the  place  now  occupied  by  you,  and  to  relieve  you 
accordingly. 

Lieutenant  A.  £•  Burnside>  who  has  been  assigned  to  that  place,  has 
since  reported  himself  to  me.  You  will,  therefore,  in  compliance  with 
my  instructions,  consider  yourself  relieved  from  the  oflSce  of  quarterr 
master,  and  transfer  to  him  all  the  property  belonging  to  the  boundary 
commission  in  your  possession,  or  under  your  control,  for  which  you  are 
responsible. 

You  will  please,  also,  as  soon  as  possible,  close  up  your  accounts  to 
the  present  time.  A  list  of  the  men  employed  by  you,  with  their  re- 
spective pay,  you  will  also  hand  to  Lieutenant  Burnside. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Conmissioner^ 

Jamhs  Myer,  Esq.,  Quartermaster^  ift^ 


Santa  Rita  dei^  C!obre,  Jufy  23,  ISSl. 

SiE :  I  informed  you  verbally  on  the  1st  instant  that  I  had  received 
advices  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  that  an  oiBBcer  of  the  army 
had  been  detailed  to  act  as  commissary  in  the  boundary  commission. 

Lieutenant  A.  E.  Burnside,  who  has  been  assigned  to  that  place,  ha» 
since  reported  himself  to  me.  You  will,  therefore,  in  compliance  with 
my  instructions,  consider  yourself  relieved  from  the  duties  of  acting 
commissary,  and  transfer  to  him  all  tlie  property  belonging  to  the 
boundary  commission  in  your  possession,  or  under  your  control,  for 
which  you  are  responsible. 

You  will  please,  also, 'as  soon  as  possible,  close  up  your  accounts  to 
the  1st  of  August. 

A  Ust  of  the  men  employed  by  you,  with  their  respective  pay,  30U 
will  also  hand  to  Lieutenant  Bumside. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Henry  Jacobs,  Esq.,  \ 

Assistant  and  Acting  Commissary  V.  S.  and  M.  B.  C» 
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Headquarters  U.  S.  and  M.  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  CobrCj  July  23,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  having  informed  me  that  two 
oflScers  of  the  anny  had  been  detailed  to  act  as  quartermaster  and 
commissary  of  the  commission,  and  having  brought  a  notice  of  your 
appointment  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham,  and  that  you  have  been 
selected  to  act  in  both  capacities  at  this  place,  you  will  be  so  acknowl- 
edged. 

I  have  directed  the  gentlemen  now  filling  those  places  to  transfer 
the  property  ia  their  possession,  or  in  other  places,  for  which  they  are 
responsible  to  you ;  also  to  give  the  names  of  their  employes,  and 
then*  respective  pay.  ^ 

The  only  outstanding  contract  for  articles  of  subsistence  is  for  three 
hundred  sheep,  which  are  to  be  delivered  here  about  the  1st  of  August, 
at  $3  each.  There  was  brought  out  with  the  commission  a  quantity 
of  clothing,  shoes,  and  hats  for  the  use  of  its  members.  This  was  trans- 
ferred and  charged  to  the  commissary  at  20  per  cent,  advance  on  the 
original  cost  for  transportation;  at  this  rate  tne  members  have  been 
supplied.  A  small  portion  of  the  clothing  remains,  all  of  which  has 
been  credited  to  the  government.  It  may  either  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  late  commissary,  to  be  sold  to  the  members  of  the  commission,  as 
formerly,  or  it  may,  if  you  desire  it,  be  transferred  to  you. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  the  meclianics  and  laborers,  with  their  pay ;  and 
remain,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

4  JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Lieut.  A.  £.  Burnside. 


Santa  Rita  del  Cobre, 

July  23,  1861. 

Sir:  A  certain  statement  having  appeared  in  the  newspapers  of  the 
United  States,  and  particularly  one  in  the  New  York  Tribune  over  the 
signature  of  Jonathan  Chamberlin,  which  reflects  severely  on  the  com- 
missary of  the  commission,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  me 
replies  to  the  following  questions,  viz : 

1st.  Your  position  in  the  commission,  when  appointed,  and  your 
duties? 

2d.  Do  you  know  whether  the  late  commissary,  Mr.  Geo.  F.  Bartlett, 
brought  with  him  from  New  York  a  quantity  of  merchandise  or  private 
stores,  and  Xo  what  amount? 

3d.  The  clothing,  bcx)ts,  shoes,  and  hats  purchased  by,  and  brought 
out  by  the  commission  for  the  benefit  of  the  members  ;  what  was  the 
quantity,  and  at  what  rate  was  it  charged  them? 

4th.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  merchandise  belonging  to  the  com- 
mission or  brought  out  by  it,  except  provisions,  and  the  clothing,  &c., 
named  ? 

6th.  What  has  been  the  feeling  manifested  by  the  memberg  gener- 
ally with  regard  to  clothing  and  the  other  articles  sold  by  the  cSsimis** 
«ary? 
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An  early  reply  to  these  interrogations  will  oblige  yours,  very  re- 
specfuUy, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner, 
Henry  Jacobs,  Esq., 

Assistant  and  Acting  Commissary  U»  S,  and  M.  B,  C. 


Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  New  Mexico, 

July  23,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  and  I  hasten  to  answer  the  interrogations  contained  therein, 
in  the  order  in  which  they  are  propounded : 

Question  1st.  "Your  position  in  the  commission,  when  appointed, 
and  your  duties?" 

Answer.  I  am  assistant  commissary,  appointed  September  2,  1850, 
at  Indianola,  Texas.  My  duties  are  the  usual  duties  of  a  commissary, 
and  I  also  assisted  Major  Bartlett  in  issuing  blankets,  clothing,  &c.,  to 
the  members  of  the  commission. 

Question  2d.  "Do  you  know  whether  the  late  commissary,  Mr. 
Geo.  F.  Bartlett,  brought  with  him  from  New  York  a  quantity  of  mer- 
chandise or  private  stores,  and  to  what  amount?" 

Anstoer.  He  brought  out  one  trunk  containing  small  articles,  such 
as  thread,  tape,  needles,  pins,  scissors,  knives,  a^d  combs;  and  one  box 
containing  fishing  tackle.  Th^  contents  of  both  boxes  would  not  amount 
to  more  than  $300. 

Question  3d.  "  The  clothing,  boots,  shoes,  and  hats  purchased  by 
and  brought  out  by  the  commission  for  the  benefit  of  the  members ; 
what  was  the  quantity,  and  at  what  rate  was  it  charged  them?" 

Answer.  All  of  the  clothing  brought  out  by  the  commission  was 
charged  to  the  commissary  at  a  sufficient  advance  upon  the  cost  (25 
per  cent.)  to  cover  the  transportation,  and  it  was  issued  to  the  members 
of  the  commission  at  the  following  prices:  for  over-coats,  $4;  for  boots, 
$2  50  and  $3;  for  shoes,  $1  25;  for  fiannel  shirts,  $1  25 ;  for  hickory 
shirts,  62 J  cents ;  for  hats,  $1  50 ;  for  cotton  drawers,  37^  cents ;  for 
pantaloons,  $2  50  and  $3  50. 

Question  ^th.  "Do  you  know  of  any  other  merchandise  belonging  to 
the  commission  or  brought  out  by  it,  except  provisions,  and  the  cloth- 
ing, &c.,  named?" 

Answer.  The  commission  brought  out  a  quantity  of  red  blankets, 
domestic  goods,  caUcoes,  woollen  shawls,  trinkets,  beads,  woollen  cloths, 
&c.,  &c.,  in  all  about  25  or  30  packages;  which  goods  Major  Bartlett 
and  myself  had  repacked  in  New  York  in  bales  and  trunks  suitable  for 
transportation  on  pack-saddles.  These  goods,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  articles  given  to  the  Indians,  are  now  at  this  place  and  at  El  Paso, 
and  were  brought  out  as  presents,  &c.,  for  the  Indians. 

Question  6tfi.  **  What  has  been  the  feeUng  manifested  by  the  mem- 
bers generally  with  regard  to  clothing  and  the  other  articles  sold  by 
the  commissary?" 

Ansuuer.  Many  of  the  young  gendemeti  left,  the  States  with  the  im- 
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pression  that  they  were  to  be  found  in  clothing  by  the  government,  and 
expressed  some  dissatisfaction  when  assured  that  such  was  not  the 
case.  Also,  I  have  heard  complaints  made  to  the  commissary  that  he 
should  have  brought  out,  on  government  or  his  own  account,  more 
clothing,  and  of  a  better  quality, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  JACOBS, 
Assistant  and  Acting  Commissary  {/.  S.  and  M.  B.  C. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

Commissioner^  ^.,  Sfc.^  ^t.^  Present. 


Headquarters  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobrc,  July  25,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  some  time  since  made  application  for  an  additional  company 
of  United  States  troops,  as  an  escort  to  give  suitable  protection  to  the 
boundary  commission.  This  has  never  been  fumishea  me.  As  addi- 
tional surveying  and  other  parlies  are  now  about  taking  the  field,  and 
as  the  scene  of  their  labors  will  be  for  hundreds  of  miles  through  the 
Indian  country,  where  protection  is  absolutely  necessary,  I  feel  called 
upon  again  to  apply  for  an  increase  of  the  escort ;  and  as  the  im- 
portance of  an  efficient  force,  through  the  region  to  be  traversed,  must 
ere  this  be  well  known  to  you,  as  it  is  to  the  commander  of  every  post 
on  the  frontier,  I  cannot  doubt  but  that  you  will  prompdy  issue  the 
requisite  orders  to  have  a  company  of  mounted  men  detailed,  and  di- 
rected to  report  to  me  with  all  despatch.  I  have,  from  the  beginninff, 
been  of  the  opinion  that  a  single  company  of  infefttry  was  totally  inad- 
equate for  the  pui*poses  for  which  an  armed  force  was  sent  here.  Still 
more  inadequate  would  even  a  fvll  company  be,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances ;  and  far  more  so  is  the  one  now  stationed  here,  under  Col. 
Craig,  which  does  not  number  more  than  about  forty  efiective  men. 
With  these,  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  protect  this  place,  which  con- 
stitutes the  central  depot  of  provisions  and  stores.  Furnish  me  with  a 
prop^  escort  to  go  down  the  Gila,  and  the  two  or  three  parties  on  the 
various  portions  of  the  line  also  with  escorts,  and  provide  gustrdaifor 
the  protection  of  the  trains  which  from  time  to  time  must  convey  pro- 
visions, &c.,  to  the  temporary  depots,  and  to  protect  those  depots  them- 
selves;— ^to  accortiplish  all  of  these  important  objects,  more  men  are 
absolutely  necessary.  Moreover,  some  of  the  Indian  tribes  are  evi- 
dently assuming  a  more  hostile  attitude;  large  numbers  have  been  seen 
gathering  at  Santa  Barbara ;  it  is  reported  that  others  killed  a  small 
party  of  Americans  who  were  here  not  many  months  since ;  and  we 
know  that,  only  last  month,  Indians  attacked  a  party  of  Califoniians  on 
the  Yanos  road,  killed  one  and  wounded  several,  put  to  flight  the  re- 
mainder, and  pillaged  and  destroyed  their  goods. 

Still  further :  General  Csirasco,  as  he  informed  me  himself,  at  the 
head  of  a  large  body  of  Mexican  troops,  has  commenced  a  war  of  ex- 
termination against  the  Indians  along  the  Gila.  This  will  be  hkely 
to  exasperate  them  the  more,  and  render  us  liable  to  Become  the  suf- 
ferers; more  especially,  as  they  will  see  us,  a&  Vfe  ^^s*^  ^Toxi^"^^ 
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country,  cooperating  with  the  Mexican  boundary  commission,  and  will 
naturally  suspect  us  of  aiding  and  abetting  the  Mexicans  in  their  hos- 
tile movements. 

Without  an  increase  of  the  present  escort,  therefore,  our  parties  will 
be  likely  to  have  their  supplies  cut  off,  and,  indeed,  to  be  themselves 
captured  or  killed ;  or,  when  absent  from  the  camp,  to  have  it  attacked, 
and  our  valuable  instruments  ruined,  or  seriously  injured,  so  as  to  break 
up  the  survey  for  a  whole  year,  or  more.  On  the  other  hand,  with  an 
additional  force  of  one  company  of  mounted  men,  we  can  proceed 
with  the  important  work  we  have  in  charge  in  perfect  security,  and 
with  confidence  that  we  can  accomplish  it  without  serious  impediment 
or  interruption. 

As  the  season  is  rapidly  passing  away,  it  is  important  that  we  should 
be  on  the  Une  without  further  delay ;  more  especially,  as  the  Mexican 
commissioner  is  strenuously  remonstrating  against  his  being  subjected 
to  great  expense  whilst  awaiting  our  movements. 

I  would,  on  this  account,  among  others,  suggest  your  detailing,  as 
the  additional  escort  for  me,  the  company  of  dragoons  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Buford,  now  stationed  at  Dolla  Ana.  I  understand 
that  such  duty  would  be  agreeable  to  him,  and,  from  his  proximity,  he 
could  reach  us  at  forty-eight  hours'  notice. 

Of  such  vital  importance  is  this  matter,  that  I  send  this  despatch  by 
a  special  messenger;  and,  as  we  are  now  ready  to  move,  we  await  only 
his  return  to  commence  our  operations. 

With  high  respect,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT. 

Commissioner. 

Colonel  Sumner, 

Commanding  Ninth  Military  Department^  Santa  Fe. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  and  Mexican  B.  C, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  July  26,  1851. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  continued  absence  of  Lieutenant  Whipple 
from  .the  line,  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  time  when  he  will  return, 
and  the  difficulty  of  preserving  the  commission  property  at  its  present 
encampment,  Mr.  Kettlewell  is  requested  to  remove  the  party  left 
under  his  charge  to  this  place  forthwith.  . 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner* 
L.  H.  Kettlewell,  Esq., 

In  charge  of  the  party  lately  employed  in  running 

the  Baundary  Line,  Camp  on  the  Mimhres. 


Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  New  Mexico, 

My  30,  1851. 

Sin :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  in  compliance  with  your 
orders  and  instructions  to  me,  of  dale  3\i\^  ^^>  1841 ,  informing  me 
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that  I  was  relieved  from  further  duty  as  quartermaster  of  the  United 
States  and  Mexican  boundary  commission  by  Lieutenant  A.  E.  Burn- 
side,  quartermaster  of  the  United  States  and  Mexican  boundary  com- 
mission ;  and,  in  comphance  with  your  order  and  instructions  of  that 
date,  I  have  transferred  all  property  in  my  department  to  Lieutenant 
A.  E.  Burnside,  quartermaster  and  commissary  of  the  United  States 
boundary  commission,  and  this  day  close  my  returns  to  this  date, 
which  are  before  me. 

As  I  am  now  fully  relieved  from  duty  as  quartermaster,  without  or- 
ders, I  hold  myself  subject  to  your  further  orders  for  duty.  Sec. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  JAMES  MYER, 
Late  Quartermaster  U.  S.  and  j^exican  B.  C. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

United  States  Commissioner. 


Santa  Rita  del  Cobre, 

July  31 ,  1851. 

Sir:  Among  the  vouchers  presented  by  you,  and  included  in  abstract 
B,  for  the  second  quarter  of  1851,  is  one  for  mileage  from  Washington 
to  Lavaca,  2,100  miles,  at  ten  cents,  making  $210. 

My  instructions  give  me  no  authority  to  allow  mileage  to  any  mem- 
bers of  the  commission,  but  to  pay  them  their  reasonable  travelling  expen- 
ses when  on  duty.  Under  these  circumstances  I  cannot  allow  the  charge. 
If  you  will  make  out  a  bill  of  the  actual  amount  of  your  expenses  it 
will  be  allowed. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  30th  instant,  stating  that  you  had  trans- 
ferred the  property  belonging  to  the  commission,  which  was  in  your 
hands  as  quartermaster,  to  Lieutenant  Burnside,  and  that  you  held 
yourself  subject  to  further  orders  for  duty,  I  have  to  state  that,  agree- 
able to  my  instructions,  I  shall  not  require  your  sei*vices  longer  in  the 
commission. 

I  will  allow  you  your  reasonable  travelling  expenses  to  your  home, 
which  you  state  is  in  Washington,  but  1  am  unable  to  say  what  the 
amount  will  be. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  will  allow  you  $200,  or  will  leave  it  for 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  adjust. 

Your  accounts  current,  and  vouchers  for  expenditures  in  the  Quarter- 
master's department,  I  have  examined  ancl  find  correct,  showing  a 
balance  due  you  of  thiily-four  dollars  fifty  and  a  hall' cents,  ($34  50 J,) 
which  is  subject  to  your  order. 

I  am,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

James  Mver,  Esq. 
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Saxta  Rita  del  Cobre,  New  Mexico, 

August  1,  1851. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo  was  this  day  handed  me  by  Mr. 
Houghton,  informing  me  that  a  voucher,  presented  by  me  and  included 
in  abstract  —  for  the  second  quarter,  1851,  of  mine,  for  mileage  from 
Washington  to  Lavaca,  2,100  miles,  at  ten  cents,  making  $210,  which 
is  for  my  travelling  expenses  and  transportation  on  duty,  cannot  be  al- 
lowed by  you.  As  I  kept  no  memorandum  of  my  expenses  and  trans- 
portation. It  is  out  of  my  power,  at  this  time,  to  make  an  account  of  my 
actual  expenses;  and  as  I  received  no  directions  from  you  or  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior,  a^  the  time,  it  did  not  suggest  itself  to  me  that 
It  was  necessary  or  important  so  to  do ;  and  there  rests  the  diflSculty. 
Therefore,  I  respectfully  ask  of  the  commissioner  that,  as  the  account 
current  for  the  second  quarter,  1851,  is  made  up,  including  the  voucher 
named,  and  you  are  not  authorized  to  pass  accounts  m  this  form, 
you  state  your  objections  and  reasons  to  tne  department  for  not  allow- 
ing the  account,  and  let  these  objections  accompany  the  vouchers,  and 
I  will  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior ;  at  the 
same  time  I  would  advise  you  that  my  travelling  expenses  and  trans- 
portation from  Washington  to  Lavaca,  Texas,  remained  unpaid  except 
by  the  voucher. 

In  regard  to  my  travelling  expenses  and  transportation  home  to 
Washington  from  here,  I  will  most  cheerfully  abide  by  your  suggestion, 
and  take  the  $200,  and  leave  the  account  open  for  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  adjust  on  my  arrival  at  Washington,  and  also  my  pay  now 
due,  and  what  may  be  reasonable  to  allow  me  for  my  time  in  returning 
home  from  here,  to  be  adjusted  and  paid  by  him  at  Wasliington. 

I  will  report  to-morrow  morning  for  a  settlement,  &c. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MYER, 
Late  Qttartermdster  U.  S.  and  Max.  Boundary  Commusion. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

United  States  Commissioner* 


Santa  Rita  del  Cobre, 

At^ust  2,  1851. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  hereby  state  that  you  have  rendered 
to  me  vouchers  for  all  the  moneys  charged  to  you,  and  for  which  you  have 
given  me  receipts ;  which  vouchers  I  have  compared  with  j'our  abstracts 
and  accounts  current,  and  find  correct.  All  the  original  vouchers  and 
your  abstracts,  together  with  duplicates  of  your  accounts  current,  have 
been  forwarded  by  me  to  the  Fifth  Auditor,  Washington. 

Your  salary  has  been  paid  to  the  30th  June,  as  per  your  receipt  on 
the  pay-roll  for  the  second  quarter,  1851,  also  forwarded  to  the  Fifth 
Auditor. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT,^ 

Commissioner. 
James  MvERf  Esq. 
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Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  New  Mexico, 

July  31,  1861.    • 

Sir:  Ihave  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  in  compliance  with  your 
order  and  instructions  of  date  July  23,  1851,  I  have  transferred  to 
Lieutenant  A.  E.  Burnside,  3d  artillery.  United  States  army,  the  sub- 
sistence stores  and  other  property  belonging  to  the  commissary  de- 
partment United  States  and  Mexican  boundary  commission,  in  my 
possession. 

As  your  order  relieves  me  from  the  duty  of  acting  commissary,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  myself  for  further  duty,  &c. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  JACOBS, 
Assistant  Commissary  U.  S,  and  Mex.  Boundary  Commission  ^ 
Hon.  John  1^,.  Bartlett, 

U*  S,  Com.^  4^-.,  4^.,  4^.,  Santa  Rita  del  Cohrcj  N.  Mexico* 


Camp  at  the  Copper  Mines, 

August  2, 1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  23d  ultimo,  which  was  handed  to  me  by  Mr.  Barry,  whom  I  met 
on  my  way  to  this  place  on  the  27ih. 

With  regard  to  the  instruments  for  the  survey  of  the  river  Gila,  I 
have  to  state  that  I  brought  with  me  for  that  object  a  sufficient  supply 
to  equip  a  full  surveying  party  and  a  reconnoitring  party. 

Availing  myself  of  the  wagon  which  was  sent  down  from  this  place 
in  charge  (tf  Mr.  Barry  for  that  purpose,  I  despatched  Mr.  Lawson 
back  to  Frontera  to  bring  up  an  additional  supply,  which,  with  those 
already  here,  will  be  ample  for  the  survey  of  the  river  Gila. 

While  at  Frontera  I  occupied  myself  in  looking  carefully  into  the 
state  of  the  work,  so  far  as  it  has  hitherto  progressed. 

From  the  note-books  and  drawings  deposited  there,  together  with 
the  explanations  of  Lieutenant  Whipple,  I  have  been  able  to  obtain 
information  which  will  tend  greatly  to  expedite  the  future  progress  of 
the  survey,  in  the  active  prosecution  of  which  lam  ready  to  co-operate 
with  you  at  the  earliest  moment. 

I  shall  be  ready  at  any  hour  you  may  name  to  enter  with  you  upon 
the  duty  of  reorganizing  the  scientific  corps,  of  organizing  paities,  &c. 

As  a  preliminary  step,  I  have  to  request  that  the  instructions  of  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  of  the  23d  of  October  last,  defining  my  po- 
sition and  duties,  may  be  officially  made  known  to  the  corps. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"^  J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
LietU.  Colonel,  Principal  Astronomer,  and  Head 

of  tlie  Scientific  Corps. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

United  States  Commissioner,  tj[C.j  Spc.,  fyc* 
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^  Headquarters  of  the  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Itita  del  Cobre^  August  4,  1851. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  2d  ultimo,  advising  me  that  you  "shall  be 
ready  at  any  hoiir"  I  may  name  "to  enter  upon  the  duty  of  reorgan- 
izing the  scientific  corps,  of  organizing  parties,"  &c.,  has  been  duly  re- 
ceived, 

1  have  long  been  anxious  for  a  reorganization,  and  also  for  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  scientific  corps,  believing  that  thereby  greater  efficiency  and 
economy  will  be  attained.  On  these  subjects  I  made  known  my  \dews 
to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  some  time  since,  and  have  reason  to 
believe  they  are  approved,  inasmuch  as  I  have  been  enjoined  "to  re- 
organize the  commission  at  once,  and  curtail  the  force  employed  to  the 
lowest  possible  limit  consistent  with  a  proper  disc/iarge  of  the  business  conr 
nectcd  with  the  service.  As  I  am  desirous  that  this  business  should  be 
attended  to  with  as  little  additional  delay  as  possible,  I  would  propose 
eleven  o'clock  this  morning  for  you  to  meet  me  at  my  house  "to  aid 
me  in  organizing  parties,  and  giving  the  necessary  directions  to  subor- 
dinates." Immediately  upon  the  reorganization  being  completed,  I  will 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  make  known  to  the  heads  of  the  several 
parties,  "the  instructions  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  of  the  23d 
October  last,"  and,  through  them,  cause  your  true  position,  &c.,  to  be 
communicated  to  all  under  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  K.  BARTLETT, 

CommissioneTm 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 

Principal  Astronomer^  ^d,  4^.,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre. 


Encampment,  &c.,  August  6,  1851. 

Dear  Sir:  If  you  are  disengaged  this  morning,  I  should  be  pleased 
to  call  at  your  quarters,  in  order  to  consult  with  you  upon  the  survey 
of  the  boundary  line  down  the  Gila  river,  the  fitting  out  of  the  par- 
ties, &c. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GRAY, 
U*  5.  Surveyor^  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo. 
Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

t/.  S,  Commissioner^  treaty  of  Guadalupe  HxdalgOy  ^c,  S(C. 


Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  6,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  you,  at  your  earliest  convenience! 
to  aid  me  in  arranging  preliminaries  for  the  survey  of  the  boundary 
line  down  the  Gila. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Conwiissioner. 
A,  B.  GRAYf  Esq., 

U.  S.  Surveyor^  under  5Ui  article  ireot^j. 
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Copper  Mines  op  Santa  Rita, 

New  Mexico^  August  6,  1661. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  request  that  5'^ou  will,  as  soon  as  convenient,  give  me 
in  writing  your  reasons  for  refusing,  as  you  did  at  your  office  this  morn- 
ing, in  presence  of  nearly  all  the  members  of  the  scientific  corps  whom 
you  had  assembled  there  to  meet  me,  to  receive  and  recognise  me  in  the 
capacity  of  principal  astronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  to  assist  you  in  running,  tracing,  and  mark- 
ing the  line  of  boundary  between  tne  United  States  and  Mexico,  under 
the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo— a  position  to  which 
you  were  instructed  by  the  Department  of  the  Ulterior,  under  date  of 
October  23,  1860,  I  was  appointed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lt.  Col, J  Prin.  Astron.  and  Head  of  the  Scientijic  Corps j  ^c,  SfC* 
J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

United  States  Commissioner^  ^t.,  4^.,  4^. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  August  6,  1861. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  misunderstanding  between  us  as  to  the 
interpretation  of  my  insti  notions  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
Washington,  bearing  date  of  October  23,  1 860,  you  will  oblige  me  by 
furnishing  me  with  copies  of  any  other  instructions  or  credentials  which 
you  possess,  relating  to  your  appointment  in  the  commission. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissiont^ 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham,  " 

Principal  Astronomer j  ^'c.j  ^'c,  Sfc  1  Santa  Rita  del  Cohre. 


Copper  Mines,  August  6,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  note  of  to-day,  and  in  reply  have  to 
stale  that  I  have  no  "  credentials"  of  my  appi^intment  as  principal  astron- 
omer and  head  of  the  scientific  corps  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
in  the  boundary  commission,  other  than  an  official  copy  of  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  addressed  to  you  under  date 
of  October  23  last,  and  the  letter  of  the  department  enclosing  them  to 
me,  of  the  same  date,  which  I  read  to  you  in  your  office  yesterday; 
which  letter  charges  me  with  the  duty  of  superintending  the  equipment 
of  the  astronomical  and  surveying  apparatus  for  the  line,  and  informs 
me  officially  that  both  you  and  #iy self  are  to  be  governed  by  the  said 
instructions  to  you  of  October  23,  a  copy  of  which  letter  to  me  I  here- 
with enclose.      '•'' 

The  fact  is  that  no  additional  credentials  are  necessary.  My  posi- 
tion and  duties  are  as  fully  defined  in  those  instructions,  and  as  clearly, 
as  they  possibly  could  be  j  and  I  feel  assured  thaX  no  Yvx.\\&  ^wrgnsfc^^ 
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be  created  in  the  minds  of  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior that  you  should  entertain  any  doubts  whatever  in  regard  to  the 
matter. 

However,  I  await  very  respectfully  the  reasons  in  writing  which  you 
promised  me  this  morning. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lu  Col.  J  Prin.  Astron.  and  Head  of  the  Sclent  l^c  Corps. 
J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

United  States  Commissioner^  4^c.,  4'^.,  4^. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 
Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  7,  1851. 

•  Dear  Sir  :  You  will  please,  in  conformity  with  tlie  decision  of  the 
joint  commission,  prepare  and  submit  to  me  a  programme  of  the  entire 
force,  together  with  the  instruments  which  will  be  required  on  your 
part,  to  aid  in  running,  tracing,  and  marking  that  portion  of  the  bound- 
ary line  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  which  runs  along  the 
Rio  Gila,  agreeably  to  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  ;  also  the  num- 
ber of  animals,  wagons,  the  amount  of  subsistence,  &c. 

In  drawing  up  the  programme  desired,  I  wish  you  to  understand  that 
I  refer  alone  to  the  linear  survey,  and  not  to  any  astronomical  duties 
which  may  have  to  be  performed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Coinmissianer* 
Andrew  B.  Gray,  Esq., 

J7.  S.  Survcyoi'y  under  5th  article  treaty^  ^'c,  Sfc^ 

#  

Headquarters  U.  S.  Boudary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  7,  1S51. 

Sir  :  In  your  letter  of  yesterday  you  say,  **  I  have  to  request  that 
you  will,  as  soon  as  convenient,  give  me  in  writing  your  reasons  ft)r 
refusing,  as  you  did  at  your  office  this  morning,  in  presence  of  nearly 
all  the  members  of  the  scientific  corps  whom  you  had  assembled  there 
to  meet  me,  to  receive  and  recognise  me  in  the  capacity  of  principal 
astronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  assist  you  in  running,  tracing,  and  marking  the  line  of 
boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  under  the  fifth  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo— a  position  to  which  you  were 
instructed  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  under  date  of  October  23, 
1860,  I  was  appointed."  ^ 

In  reply,  I  will  state  that  the  gentlemen  were  assembled  on  this  oc- 
casion by  your  particular  request  to  me  on  the  day  previous.  In  your 
letter  to  me  of  tne  2d  instant,  you  request  the  instructions  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior  of  the  23d  October  last,  defining  your  "  posi- 
tjon,  may  be  officially  made  knowu  to  the  corps."    In  reply,  on  the 


a  Doe.  119.  M» 

4th  instant,  I  stated  <*  that,  immediately  on  the  reorganization  being 
completed,  I  would  take  the  necei^sary  steps  to  make  known  to  the  heads 
of  the  several  parties  the  instructions  oi  the  Department  of  the  In- 
terior of  the  83d  October  last^  and  through  them  cause  your  true  po- 
sition to  be  communicated  to  all  under  them,"  My  object  in  deferrmg« 
this  announcement  was,  as  stated  to  you  at  one  of  our  interviews,  that 
the  reorganization  to  be  made  by  us  might  be  first  completed,  as  a  con- 
siderable diminution  was  to  be  made  in  the  commission  by  order  of  the 
department. 

At  the  second  interview,  we  discussed  more  plainly  the  position  you 
were  appointed  to  fill  as  "  principal  astronomer  and  head  of  the  scien- 
tific corps,"  in  which  there  was  a  great  diversity  of  opinion  with  regard 
to  what  is  meant  by  "  scientific  corps."  In  fact  there  was  a  direct  con- 
flict in  our  views.  Hence  was  more  clearly  seen  the  propriety  of  my 
deferring  the  announcement  of  your  position  until  this  was  amicably 
settled.  At  your  departure  from  my  office,  you  requested  an  introduc- 
tion to  the  members  as  a  favor.  I  assented,  and  proposed  that  this  in- 
troduction should  take  place  the  following  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

The  members  of  the  commission,  including  those  attached  to  the 
astronomical  and  surveying  parties,  clerks  and  other  officers,  assembled 
accordingly,  and  were  separately  introduced  by  me  to  you  as  Colonel 
Graham.  After  an  hour  spent  in  familiar  conversation,  I  announced 
to  the  party  that  my  object  in  inviting  them  to  my  quarters  was  for 
them  to  be  "personally  and  officiedly introduced  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Graham,  of  the  topographical  engineers,  who  had  been  detailed  as 
principal  astronomer,  &c.,  to  assist  me  in  running,  tracing,  and  maricing 
the  line  of  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  under  the 
5th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo." 

With  your  position  as  "  head  of  the  scientific  corps  "  so  imperfectly 
understood  by  us,  I  deemed  it  improper  to  announce  you  in  that 
capacity,  as  it  would  at  once  lead  to  mterminable  difficulties  and  con- 
tentions ;  for,  according  to  your  interpretation  of  the  term,  you  would 
at  once  take  under  your  control  every  officer  and  assistant  in  the  com- 
mission, from  Mr.  Gray,  the  United  States  surveyor,  downwards,  con- 
nected with  the  astronomical  and  surveying  parties. 

After  the  introduction  referred  to,  you  requested  me  verbally  to  read 
my  instructions  of  the  23d  October  last,  from  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  defining  more  fully  your  position.  In  reply,  I  stated  that 
after  mature  reflection  I  had  decided  not  to  read  the  instructions- 
announcing  your  position  as  **  head  of  the  scientific  corps,"  as  we  dif- 
fered so  essentially  in  the  interpretation  of  these  words,  and  that  it 
was  not  a  proper  subject  for  pubhc  discussion.  You  still  urged  it,  and, 
for  the  reasons  stated;  I  as  strenuously  declined,  deeming  it  imdignified 
and  improper. 

These  are  my  reasons  for  not  acknowledging  you  as  "head  of  the 
scientific  corps  "  on  the  occasion  referred  to. 

I  cannot  but  express  my  surprise  that  agendeman  so  well  acquainted 
with  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  in  such  cases  should  for  a  moment 
entertain  the  opinion  that  the  "  members  of  the  scientific  corps  "  were 
oar  would  be  by  me  assembled  for  the  purpose  by  you  above  specified^ 
iMivujg  at  the  time  i^  your  possession  my.  letter  of  tbe  4\k  \fi&x»s(k 
14 
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already  referred  to,  wherein  I  decline  doing  anything  of  the  kind  unCrl 
certain  preliminaries  are  arranged. 

I  am  now  preparing,  as  promised,  a  written  opinion  as  to  my  inter- 
pretation of  the  instructions  referred  to,  which  shall  be  transmitted  \o 
.you  immediately. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Cammunoner^ 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 

Princvpal  Aitronomerj  ^.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita, 

August  8,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday  at  a  late  hour  of  the  afternoon.  I  await  the  written  opinion 
which  you  inform  me  will  be  transmitted  to  me  immediately.  When 
it  is  received,  I  will  reply  to  both  in  one  communication. 

In  the  mean  time,  to  prevent  the  further  loss  of  time,  I  beg  to  submit 
to  you  the  accompanying  genei'al  plan  for  field  operations,  which  I  had 
prepared,  to  hana  to  you  on  the  6th  instant,  but  which  was  not  pre- 
sented in  consequence  of  the  occurrence  at  your  oflSce  that  day. 

I  am  ready  to  assist  you  in  carrying  out  this  plan,  under  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  of  October  23d  last,  in  the 
capacity  therein  assigned  me,  should  it  meet  the  approval  of  the  joint 
commission  of  both  governments. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  Col.9  Prin*  Astronomer j  and  Head  of  S.  C,  on  part  ofU^S* 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U  S.  Commissioner^  4^.,  ^.,  ^.,  Present, 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  August  8,  1851. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  under  date  of  October  23,  1860f 
informs  me  that  you  had  "  been  detailed  as  '  principal  astronomer  and 
head  of  the  scientific  corps,'  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  assist 
me  in  running,  tracing,  and  marking  the  Hne  of  boundary  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico,  under  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo,"  and  that  "  you  will  be  received  and  recognised 
in  that  capacity." 

I  am  wilUng  to  receive  you  as  directed  by  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Interior ;  but  as  there  seems  to  be  a  very  broad  difference  of 
opinion  between  you  and  myself  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  words 
"head  of  the  scientific  corps,"  it  is  my  duty  to  explain*. them  as  I 
understand  them. 

I  think  the  misunderstanding  arises  in  a  great  measure  from  the  un- 
questionably  accidental  omission  oC  \h^  Vford  V  topographicali"  which 
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preceded  the  term  "  scjentiGc  corps  "  in  the  instructions  given  to  your 
predecessors. 

After  examining  the  instructions  of  my  predecessors,  wherein  the 
duties  of  chief  astronomer,  &c.,  are  definetf,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the 
duties  of  this  officer  are  to  "  determine  all  astronomical  points,  and  to 
direct  the  mode  of  running  all  astronomical  hues ;"  also,  as  head  of 
the  topographical  scientific  corps,  to  take  the  immediate  charge  of,  and 
to  give  written  or  verbal  instructions  to,  all  parties  of  that  corps  on 
duty  in  the  field  aiding  the, United  States  surveyor  or  his  party,  and  to 
parties  stationed  at  astronomical  observatories  or  elsewhere — the  great 
object  had  in  view,  and  steadily  kept  in  view,  being  "  to  assist "  me  in 
running,  tracing,  and  marking  the  hne  of  boundary. 

My  instructions  of  October  23,  1850,  also  state,  "  he  [Col.  Graham] 
will  meet  with  the  joint  commission  of  the  two  governments,  and  will 
aid  you  [me]  in  digesting  and  arranging  (in  concurrence  with  the 
Mexican  commissioner  and  his  associates)  the  plan  of  operations  in  the 
field,  (taking  care  to  observe  the  terms  of  the  treaty,)  and  in  organizing 
parties,  and  in  giving  the  necessary  directions  to  subordinates." 

The  first  clause,  stating  that  "you  will  meet  with  the  joint  com- 
mission of  the  two  governments,"  is  in  direct  violation  with  the  terms 
of  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty,  which  acknowledges  but  two  officers, 
viz  :  "  a  commissioner  and  surveyor."  Furthermore,  General  Cond6, 
the  Mexican  commissioner,  has  stated,  at  the  meetings  of  the  joint  com- 
mission, that  he  could  not,  and  would  not,  acknowledge  the  claim  of 
any  person  to  take  a  seat  at  the  board,  save  those  authorized  in  the 
article  refeired  to. 

The  claim  so  strongly  urged  and  reiterated  by  you,  at  our  inter- 
views, to  a  seat  there,  cannot,  therefore,  be  acknowledged. 

With  regard  to  your  aid  in  "  digesting  and  arranging  the  plan  of 
operations  in  the  field,  and  in  organizing  parties,  and  in  giving  the 
necessary  instructions  to  subordinates,"  I  shall  most  gladly  avail 
myself  of  it,  and  am  willing  to  consult  you  in  all  the  plans,  organiza- 
tions, and  directions  which  appertain  to  your  position  as  '*  principal 
astronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific  corps,"  as  1  understand  and 
have  explained  the  duties  of  that  office. 

But  in  devising  plans  and  making  organizations,  I  cannot  interfere 
with  the  prerogative  of  Andrew  B.  Gray,  esq.,  appointed  by  the  Pres- 
ident surveyor,  under  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty.  Mr.  Gray  is  com- 
missioned and  instructed  in  terms  which  cannot  be  misunderstood,  and 
his  duties  undeV  the  treaty  are  so  explicit  that  they  cannot  be  misinter- 
preted ;  consequently  the  claim  so  strenuously  advanced  by  you  at  our 
two  last  interviews — that,  in  case  Mr.  Gray  entered  the  field  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duties  as  surveyor,  he  must  receive  his  imt ructions  from 
and  report  to  you — I  cannot  for  a  moment  recognise.  I  have  been  honored 
by  the  President  with  the  appointment  of  commissioner,  under  the  5th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Guaclalupe  Hidalgo.  I  have  been  duly  commis- 
sioned and  sworn  to  carry  out  the  solemn  stipulations  of  that  article. 
I  have  received  my  instructions  (a  copy  of  which  you  possess)  in  re- 
ference to  them,  and  these,  as  in  duty  bounds  I  shall  obey. 

**  It  is  recommended  to  me  that  such  a  reorganization  cf  the  scientific 
corps  on  oiu:  side  should  take  place  as  soon  as  pracUc^bYtf ^  ^va  ''^  ^*^\a\A 
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to  promote  the  progress  of  the  important  work  before''  me,  ^^and  brin^ 
it  to  as  early  completion  as  practicable."  In  this  work,  as  advised,  I 
shall  be  most  happy  to  receive  your  co-operation.  "  It  is  recommended 
tliat  the  scientific  corps  on  our  side  be  placed  under  the  inunediate 
direction  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Graham,  to  receive  from  him  such  written 
and  verbal  instructions  as  he  may  deem  necessaiy  to  a  full  under- 
standing of  the  duties  to  be  performed  on  all  parts  of  the  work,  and 
that  all  reports  be  made  to  him,"  &c.,  &c.  I  heartily  approve  of  this 
recommendation,  confining  the  instructions  and  directions  to  parties  whose 
duties  appertain  to  the  topographical  and  astronomical  corps,  instead 
of  extending  them  so  as  to  su  oject  the  surveyor  under  the  treaty  to 
your  orders  or  control,  so  long  as  he  is  exercising  the  authority  and 
discharfi[ing  the  duties  incumbent  on  him  by  the  terms  of  his  commis- 
sion ana  the  treaty. 

Whilst  I  acknowledge  the  propriety  of  the  subOTdinates  making 
their  reports  to  you,  I  would  state  that  I  expect  tbese^  with  whatever 
pertains  to  them,  wiU  be  transmitted  by  you  to  me,  as  head  of  the 
commission,  and  be  disposed  of  in  no  other  manner. 

I  exceedingly  regret  that  there  should  be  any  misunderstanding 
between  us  as  to  the  interpretation  of  my  instructions  and  the  treaty 
stipulations,  and  that  increased  obstacles  should,  in  consequence,  be 
thrown  in  the  way  of  prosecuting  the  important  work  before  me,  which 
has  already  been  delayed  so  long  by  circumstances  entirely  beyond 
my  control.  But  the  solemn  treaty  between  the  two  governments — 
my  oath  to  see  the  stipulations  of  the  6th  article  of  that  treaty  stricdy 
enforced — ^the  duty  I  owe  to  the  United  States  surveyor,  holding  office, 
like  myself,  under  that  treaty,  whose  rights  I  am  bound  to  protect — all 
convince  me  of  the  justice  of  my  course,  and  that  the  interpretation  I  have 
put  upon  my  instructions  is  right,  and  should  be  by  me  enforced,  and 
will  be  by  our  government  sustained. 

In  case  it  should  eventually  be  found  that  we  cannot  agree  on  the 
subject  at  issue,  I  shall  of  course  refer  the  whole  matter  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  for  adjustment,  and  despatch  a  messenger  for  the  pur- 
pose to  Washington.  Wishing  to  treat  you  with  the  utmost  courtesy, 
I  give  this  notice,  that,  if  desirable,  you  may  avail  yourself  of  the  op- 
portunity to  transmit  letters,  Jcc. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARLETT, 

Commwianer. 

Lieut.  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham, 

Principal  Astronomer,  Sfc,  ipc^  Ifc. 

P.^S. — ^I  have  deferred  sending  this  letter  in  order  that  I  might  re- 
ceive a  reply  from  A.  B.  Gray,  escj.,  to  one  which  I  addresseo  him, 
inquiring  his  opinion  relative  to  his  powers,  rights  and  duties,  under 
the  treaty  and  by  his  commission.  His  answer  confirms  me  in  the 
position  I  have  above  taken  relative  to  the  surveyor. 

Mem. — This  postscript  was  added  to  the  letter  to  Lieut.  Colonel 
J.  D.  Graham,  dated  August  8. 


&ADQUARTERS  U.  8.  BOUNDARY  CoMMMTSSION, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  7,  1851. 

Sm:  At  a  recent  interview  with  Brevet  Lieut.  Colonel  Graham,  the 
subject  of  the  powers,  rights,  and  duties  of  officers  of  the  commissioa 
vras  discussed.  In  the  course  of  the  discussion  Colonel  Graham  and 
myself  were  at  variance  in  opinion  relative  to  your  position,  &c.,  in  the 
commission,  and  under  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo. 

It  therefore  becomes  important,  in  my  judgment,  to  inquire  of  you 
what  you  understand  your  powers,  rights,  and  duties,  are,  both  by 
die  treaty  and  your  commission  ?  and  also,  in  case  you  should  at  any 
time  take  the  field  as  a  surveyor,  whether  you  would  or  would  not 
consider  yourself  amenable  to  Colonel  Graham,  as  "  principal  astron- 
omer and  head  of  the  scientific  corps,"  and  receive  your  instructions 
from  and  make  yoiir  reports  to  him  accordingly  ? 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commisnojicr, 
A.  B.  Grat,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Surveyor^  under  Jiflh  article  treaty^  tfc.^  4^. 


Encampment,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre, 
New  Mexico^  morning  of  the  9th  oj  August,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  communication,  and  in  compliance  with 
your  request  I  thus  piswer :  You  wish  me  to  define  my  rights,  powers, 
and  duties  under  my  commission,  and  under  the  fifth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo. 

That  commission  reposes  special  trust  and  confidence  in  my  integ- 
rity and  abihty.  By  it  I  am  authorized  and  empowered  to  execute 
the  duties  of  that  office  according  to  law,  (the  office  of  surveyor  for  runr 
ning  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the  republic  of 
Mexico.)  I  am  to  hold  that  office,  with  all  the  powers,  privileges,  and 
emoluments  theteunto  of  right  appertaining.  Those  letters  have  been 
made  patent,  and  the  seal  of  the  United  States  affixed  thereunto. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  instructions  of  James  Buchanan, 
esq.,  hondfable  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  State,  to  the  Hon.  Johii 
B.  Weller,  dated  January  24,  1849,  that  the  duties  of  the  surveyor  arc 
sufficiently  well  defined  by  the  Jijlh  article  of  the  treaty.  By  that  article  I 
thus  interpret  my  rights,  privileges,  and  duties :  I  consiaer  the  powers 
of  the  four  persons  named  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  equal  in  one 
sense.  I  acknowledge  the  head  of  the  joint  commission  to  be  reposed 
in  the  eommitiionen  f — using  the  language  of  your  honorable  predeces- 
fior,  **by  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  it  is  clear  that  the  boundary  line 
finally  ^reed  upon  must  receive  the  sanction  of  the  joint  commission ; 
all  the  maps  or  plans  of  the  work  to  be  authenticated  must  be  acknowl- 
edged and  siraed  by  the  commissioners  and  the  surveyors."  The  sur- 
veyor has  unaoubted  charge  of  all  the  Uneal  surveys,  of  all  surveying 
parties  in  the  field,  and  of  all  the  lines  of  the  boundary. 
As  nothing  is  stated  of  astronomy  in  the  trealy ,  ^et,  ^a  o\a  ^os^m- 
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ment  has  deemed  it  important  that  a  person  of  that  character  accom^ 
pany  the  United  States  commissioner  and  the  surveyor,  for  the  purpose 
of  determining  geographically  such  points  as  the  commissioner  may  re- 
quire, I  consider  it  my  duty  to  respect  t/iat  position ;  and  in  all  ques- 
tions upon  this  point  I  have  an  amicable  feeling  of  co-operation,  pro- 
vided my  rights,  privileges,  as  well  as  duties,  are  not  encroached 
upon.  Being,  then,  placed  by  my  commission  and  the  treaty  second 
and  next  to  the  commissioner,  I  cannot,  consequently,  in  justice  to  the 
position  I  hold,  he  amenable  in  any  way — whether  I  take  the  field  or 
not — ^to  any  one  but  him,  and  only  him.  In  all  preliminary  and  inci- 
dental questions  which  may  arise  during  the  progress  of  the  wwk,  the 
action  of  the  surveyor  I  do  not  deem  requisite ;  and  in  the  organization 
of  parties  for  the  surveys,  the  President  has  full  power  to  regulate  as 
he  pleases ;  and  further  in  this  I  do  not  deem  it  opportune  to  discuss, 
having  full  faith  in  the  justice  of  his  decisions  and  the  honesty  of  his 
motives. 

The  direct  instructions  from  the  department  to  me  require  that  I  re- 

6>rt  to  the  commissioner  and  receive  my  further  instructions  from  him. 
y  my  interpretation  of  orders  received  from  the  government  or  com- 
mtssumer^  and  by  the  instructions  t herefrom j  I  do  abide. 

By  them  I  acknowledge  your  authority  alone  as  the  head  of  this 
commission ;  and  your  commands  I  will  obey,  provided  they  are  con- 
sistent with  the  treaty. 

All  my  instructions  relative  to  the  surveys  must  emanate  from  and 
my  report  be  made  to  you.  My  disposition  and  my  wish  has  always 
been,  and  is,  to  co-operate,  to  aid,  and  assist  in  the  furtherance  of  the 
interests  of  our  government,  and  to  progress  witL  this  work.  Having 
all  due  regard  to  the  rank  of  any  officer  of  the  topographical  corps  of 
the  army  who  may  have  been  sent  out  here  to  aid  and  assist  you,  §till 
I  insist  upon  it  that  my  rank,  as  a  representative  of  the  people  of  our 
country  in  sustaining  and  carrying  out  tkeir  wishes,  must  oe  regarded» 
(as  the  surveyor  of  the  boundary  line ;)  at  any  rate  so  long  as  they  have 
that  confidence  which  has  been  placed  in  me  since  the  beginning  of  this 
great  national  work. 

The  treaty,  my  commission,  and  my  orders  from  the  departoqent,  I 
look  upon  as  imperative.  Upon  this  platform  have  I  always  stood; 
and  upon  this  platform  will  I  stand.  In  this  I  feel  confident  of  being 
sustained  by  our  people  and  our  President.  ^ 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  note  to  Colonel  Graham,  of  the  topographical 
engineers,  to  show  you  my  amicable  wishes  and  disposition  to  progress 
with  this  work. 

In  the  above  conclusion  I  have  acted  with  all  the  deliberation  due  to 
the  importance  of  the  subject  before  me,  and,  therefore,  have  I  not  acted 
in  any  haste  conflicting  with  the  public  interest. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GRAY, 
U*  5.  Surveyor i  under  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo^  ^. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

Commissioner^  under  5th  article  of  treaty  of  Guadalujpe  HidaJgo. 
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Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita, 

August  9,  1851 — 8  0^ clock  p.  m. 
Sir:  Before  I  proceed  to  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  8lh 
instant,  which  I  received  an  hour  ago,  I  must  request  that  you  will 
furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Gray's  letter  to  you,  alluded  to  in  your 
postscript,  as  you  stated  that  his  opinions  relative  to  his  powers,  rights, 
and  duties  confirm  you  in  your  position. 

If  my  request  is  acceded  to,  I  will,  with  your  permission,  call  at 
your  office  immediately,  for  the  purpose  of  perusing  it,  in  anticipation 
of  the  copy,  in  order  to  expedite  my  reply  and  thus  save  time. 

I  awajt  your  reply ;  and  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  D.  GRA^M, 
Ll  CoLf  Principal  AstronomeTf  and  Head  of  Scientific  Corps. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

UnUed  States  Commissioner^  4^.,  4^.,  Ifc. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  August  9,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  yours  of  this  evening,  requesting  me  to  furnish  you  a 

copy  of  Mr.  Gray's  letter,  referred  to  in  mine  under  date  of  yesterday. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state,  that  this  letter  is  not  now  in  my  possession. 

Furthermore,  as  Mr.  Gray  is  in  camp  at  this  place,  it  seems  to  me  that 

the  most  proper  course  for  you  to  pursue  is  to  apply  to  him  for  a  copy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei*vant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

CommissUmei'. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 

Principal  Astronomer^  4^.,  4^.,  ^. 


Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita, 

August  9,  1851. 

Sir  :  In  order  that  I  may  be  the  better  prepared  to  co-operate  with 
you  in  the  duty  of  reorganizing  the  scientific  corps  of  the  United  States 
boundary  commission,  so  soon  as  I  am  recognised  by  you  in  the  posi- 
tion assigned  me  by  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
I  have  re3|)ectfully  to  request  that  you  will,  as  soon  as  convenient, 
furnish  me  with  a  list  showing  the  names,  occupation,  or  station,  and 
the  rate  of  compensation,  of  the  members  of  the  scientific  corps,  em- 
ployes, &c.,  now  attached  to  the  commission.  ' 

Much  time  will,  I  conceive,  be  saved  by  your  compliance  with  this 
request,  as  it  will  enable  me  to  compare  tne  present  organization  with 
that  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  suggest  as  sufficient  to  carry  on  the 
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field  operations  upon  the  plan  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  yesterday, 
for  the  consideration  of  the  joint  commission  of  the  two  governments. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  CoLf  Principal  Astronomer  and  Head  of  Scientific  Corjn 

on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

V  S.  CommimoneTi  4^.,  i^.,  Ifc* 


Encampbient,  Santa  Rita  dei«  CosmE,  N.  M.^ 
0  August  8,  1851. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and  in 
conformity  with  the  decision  of  the  joint  commission,  I  hereby  submit 
to  you  the  enclosed  estimates  of  provisions,  camp  equipas^e,  &c.,  which 
are  required  ^'  to  aid  in  running,  tracing,  and  marking  that  portion  of 
the  boundary  Une  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  which  runs 
along  the  Rio  Gila,  agreeably  to  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo." 

In  this  programme  I  have  not  considered  (in  accordance  with  your 
instructions)  those  instruments  or  equipage  which  may  be  necessary 
for  astronomical  duties. 
I  remain,  with  high  regard,  veiy  faithfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GRAY, 
JJniied  States  Surveyor  ^  4^« 
Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

U»  S.  Commissioner  under  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo. 


Santa  Rita  del  Cobrb» 

August  6,  1851. 

Sir:  Thave  to  request  that  subsistence  be  furnished  to  H.  C.  Pratt, 
draughtsman,  and  his  son,  John  Pratt,  both  of  whom  are  members  ot 
the  boundary  commission.  For  the  appointment  of  these  gentlemen  I 
hold  myself  responsible. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissianef. 
Lieut.  BtrtiNslDEi 

Quartermaster  and  Commissary  U.  S*  B.  C. 


Copper  Mines,  New  Mexico, 

August  8,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 

this  morning,  and  beg  leave  to  state,  that  I  have  submitted  it  to  Colonel 

Graham,  and  he  tells  me  that  he  cannot  authorize  an  issue  of  subsistence 

stores  to  Mr.  Pratt  or  his  son  ;  the  reasons  for  which  he  will  communis 

cate  to  you. 
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Tou  will  readily  see  that  I  cannot  act  without  an  order  from  my 
Commanding  officer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 
Lieut.  Sd  Art,,  Quartermaster  and  ConCy  U.  S*  B.  C. 
SoBui  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

Cammissionerf  4^.,  ^t. 


Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita, 

August  8,  1S51. 

Sir  :  Lieutenant  Bumside,  quartermaster  to  the  boundary  commis- 
sion, has  shown  me  your  requisition  on  him  for  provisions  for  Mr.  H.  C; 
Pratt,  draughtsman,  and  his  son,  Mr.  John  Pratt,  who  you  state  are 
members  of  the  boundary  commission. 

These  gentlemen  arrived  here  yesterday,  and  having  not  yet  been 
admitted  members  of  the  scientific  corps,  I  trust  you  will,  on  reflection, 
see  that  I  could  not  authorize  the  issue  of  provisions  to  them  from  the 
boundary  stores  under  the  responsibilities  imposed  upon  me  by  the 
Department  of  the  Interior. 

The  instructions  of  the  department  particularly  state  that  the  selec- 
tion of  draughtsman  and  other  members  of  the  scientific  corps  is  to  be 
approved  both  by  you  and  myself,  due  regard  being  had  to  their  scien- 
tific qualifications. 

Now,  I  understand  that  Mr.  Pratt,  a  gentleman  for  whom  I  have 

great  regard,  is  an  artist,  and  not  a  scientific  draughtsman.  Until  I  can 
ave  an  opportunity  to  satisfy  myself  and  you  on  this  point,  as  my  in* 
structions  from  riie  department  require,  you  will  see  that  I  could  not 
approve  the  requisition  in  their  behalf,  as  members  of  the  scientific 
Corps. 

m  my  instructions  to  Lieutenant  Bumside  of  July  13,  in  regard  to 
the  rule  which  will  govern  issues,  I  stated  :  "  Any  requisition  which 
the  commissioner  may  make  for  his  own  subsistence  will  be  honored.'* 
As  your  quests,  these  gentlemen  can  easily  be  provided  for  until  theit 
cases  are  disposed  of,  as  those  of  Mr.  Claike  and  Mr.  Wright  are,  who 
are  considered  as  my  guests,  and  are  provided  for  at  my  expense  until 
regularly  admitted. 

I  am,  veiy  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Principal  Astronomer  and  Head  of  Scientific  Corps 

on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
J.  R.  Barlett,  Esq#, 

U.  S.  Commissioner,  4r.,  Present. 


Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita, 

August  9,  1851 — 10  p.  m. 

Sir:  It  is  with  great  surprise  that  I  have  just  perused  your  note  in 
reply  to  mine  of  this  evening. 
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I  protest  that  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Gray,  which  was  called  for  by  you 
oflScially  upon  a  subject  of  grave  public  concern,  and  which  was  renr 
dered  to  you  in  writing,  and  contained  arguments  which,  it  would 
appear,  exercise  a  great  influence  over  your  mind  in  causing  you  to 
decide  upon  a  course  in  direct  opposition  to  the  instructions  of  the  Pres- 
ident, should  and  must  of  right  become  a  part  of  the  archives  of  the 
commission  over  which  you  preside. 

1  further  protest,  that  it  is  due  to  me  that  you  cause  me  to  be  fur- 
nished oflicially  with  a  copy  of  that  document,  in  order  that  I  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  refute  the  arguments  it  may  contain,  and  thus 
endeavor  to  free  your  mind  from  their  influence. 
'  I  d6  therefore  most  respectfully  repeat  my  request;  and  I  hope  you 
will  call  upon  Mr.  Gray  to  render  his  document  to  you,  for  your  official 
files,  and  that  you  will  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  CoLf  Prin*  Ast.f  and  Head  of  the  Scientific  Carps. 

J.  R.  Baktlett,  Esq., 

J7.  S,  Commissioner^  ^.,  Sfc.^  Spc. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

SarUa  Rita  del  Cobre^  August  11,  1851. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  verbal  request  this  morning,  I  enclose  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  my  instructions  from  the  Department  of  the  Inte- 
rior of  the  11th  March,  and  for  the  future  must  most  respectfully 
decline  furnishing  other  official  information  from  my  files,  or  otherwise, 
until  the  matter  now  at  issue  between  us  is  in  some  manner  disposed 
of,  excepting,  of  course,  documents  bearing  on  the  question. 

After  speaking  of  the  appropriation,  the  Secretaiy  requests  me  to 
"reorganize  the  commission  at  once,  and  curtail  the  force  employed  to 
the  lowest  possible  limit  consistent  with  a  proper  discharge  of  the  busi- 
ness connected  with  the  service;"  that  "two  officers  of  the  army,  to 
act  as  quartermaster  and  commissary,  will  be  ordered  to  report  accord- 
ingly; and  it  would  seem  proper  that  their  reports  should  oe  hereafter 
made  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham,  the  head  of  the  scientific  corps, 
who  will  be  responsible  to  you." 

Again:  that  a  sum  of  money  "  will  probably  be  advanced  to  Colonel 
Graham  on  his  estimates  for  the  astronomical  and  surveying  branch  of 
the  service." 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHiN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 

Principal  Astronomer^  4^.,  4^.,  4^. 
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HsAIXinARTERS  U.  S.  BoUNDART  CoMMISaiOK, 

Santa  Rita  dtl  Cobre,  Avgutt  12t  1851. 

Sib:  Mr.  A.  B.  Gray,  United  States  eurveyor  under  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  has  sent  me  a  memoianoum  of  mrreying  instru- 
ments which  be  will  require  fbr  his  duties  in  running,  tracing,  and 
maiking  the  boundary  line  along  the  Gila,  which  I  have  to  request 
may  be  furnished  to  Mm  at  once.     They  are  as  follow : 

Two  goniometf  Ti,  or  transit  compasses. 

Two  surveyors*  compasses,  with  verniers. 

Four  measuring-chains,  (two  of  100  feet,  and  two  of  fiO  feet.) 

Four  tape-lines  for  measuring,  (two  of  100  feet,  and  two  of  60  feet.) 

One  standard  measure. 

Two  Buntin's  barometers. 

Two  detached  thermometers,  (here  on  hand.) 

One  levelling  rod,  (here  on  hand.) 

Four  plumb-bobs. 

Four  prismatic  compasses. 

The  joint  commissioii  having  agreed,  on  the  20th  July  last,  to  survey 
the  Rio  Gila  to  its  junction  with  the  Colorado,  1  have  to  request  you 
will  detail  such  a  party  as  you  may  deem  proper  to  attend  to  the  astro- 
nomical duties  in  this  survey>and  instruct  said  party  as  you  may  think 
advisable  for  the  important  work  to  be  accomplished. 

It  is  necessary  that  the  astronomical  party  should  be  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Rio  Prieto  by  the  23d  instant  at  the  furthest,  on  which  day  Gen. 
Cond^  will  be  there  with  the  Mexican  commission. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

CommittioTier. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Gbahah, 

Principal  Astronomer,  {(t.,  tfe.,  IfC. 


HbaDQUABTERS  Bon^fDART  C03«MI8SI0K, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  Augiat  13,  1851. 

r-   Sib:  A.  B.  Gray,  v.-a.,  Uiiind   riLiti.-.i  riLitvcyr,!,  Ii.u  st-nt  me  the 

losed  esiimaicd  for  llie  provisions,  camj)  (,(|uipag(-,  iransportauon, 

.^requisite  for  the  party  who,  undi'rhischar;;e,  i.s  aUfiut  to  commence 

Lciaei  nioning,  and  tnarkuig  t)ie  boundary  line  along  the  river  Gila 

tto  its  junction  with  the  Colorado. 

I  As  It  is  nwessnrTi",  iu  accoydancc  wilh  the  decision  of  the  joint  conv 
'  ini!«<<ion,  th.it  the  party  sbag||MkUhe  Gila  by  ihcr  ISlh  or  SOth  inst., 
>.idino4^^^^^^B^^|ie  nec<;Ti-">ry  articles  at  the 

ninety  davs.  I  would 
fr^^m  here,  that 
the  party  at  the 
'  ':ie  Dumber  of 
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In  reference  to  the  estimates,  should  you  need  any  information,  it 
would  be  well  for  you  to  see  Mr.  Gray. 

For  my  own  immediate  party!  also  require  subsistence,  transporta- 
tion, &c. ;  the  arranging  of  whatever  may  be  necessary  I  leave  to  you. 
My  party  will  consist  of  six  persons,  e'xclusive  of  two  servants  and  a 
cook.  Three  of  the  party  are  provided  with  riding-animals;  six  only 
will  therefore  be  required,  togetnerwith  the  necessary  pack-mules,  Scc^ 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commusianef* 
Lieutenant  A.  E.  Burxside, 

Quartermaster  and  Commissary ^  U.  S.  Boundary  ComnCn^  Present* 


Copper  Mines,  New  Mexico, 

August  14,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  13th,  requesting  me  to  furnish  "  provisions,  camp  equipage,  trans- 
portation," &c.,  required  for  persons  tnerein  set  forth.  I  must  respect- 
fully beg  leave  to  decline ,  issuing  on  any  requisition  not  approved  by 
my  commanding  officer.  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham,  chief  asr 
tronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  to  whom  I  was  ordered  to 
report  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

You  will  at  once  see  the  propriety  of  my  course.  I  am  now  account- 
able to  my  government  for  public  property  in  my  hands ;  and,  if  I 
issue  it  without  proper  reouisitions,  I  shall  very  justly  be  called  to  an 
account  by  my  superior  officer.  Colonel  Graham. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 
Lieut*  Sd  Art,f  Q.  M.  and  Comm^y^  TJ*  S.  Boundary  ComnCn. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

Commissioner  U,  S.  Boundary  Commission. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  14,  1851. 

Sir:  The  party  which  ha5  been  preparing  for  seveml  days  to  leave  for 
Santa  F^  start  this  morning. 

Mr.  Murphy  Will  take  the  stage  at  Santa  F^,  and  proceed  at  once  to 
Washington,  and  will  be  the  bearer  of  any  letter  or  documents  you 
may  wish  to  send. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETt, 

Commissioner* 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 

Principal  AstronomeVy  Ifc^  4^.,  ^c* 
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Copper  Mines  op  Santa  Rita, 

August  14»  1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  note  of  this  morning,  and  beg  leave 
to  say,  in  reply,  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  avail  myself  of  Mr. 
Murphy's  services  in  carrying  letters  to  Washington  for  me,  I  must 
await  vour  answer  to  my  communication  of  last  evening ;  and  I  avail 
myself  of  this  opportimity  to  say,  so  soon  as  I  am  recognised  and  re- 
ceived by  you  in  the  capacity  assigned  me  by  the  direction  of  the 
President,  which  was  fully  understood,  and  concurred  in  by  his  Cabi- 
net, (full  proof  of  which  I  have  given  you,)  I  shall  be  prepared  to  enter 
on  my  proper  duties.  All  the  instruments,  both  astronomical  and  sur- 
veying, which  are  necessary  for  the  expedition  on  the  Gila,  have  been 
in  preparation  here  for  a  week  past,  ana  can  be  packed  ready  for  trans- 
portation in  twenty-four  hours  after  I  am  recognised,  in  conformity  with 
the  instructions  as  they  were  understood  by  the  above-named  au- 
thorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieutenant  Colonel^  Head  of  the  Scientific  Corps. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Commissioner^  Sfc.^  4^.,  Sfc. 


Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita, 

August  14,  1851. 

Sir:  I  think  it  very  important  that  the  labors  of  Mr.  Moss,  especially 
since  the  date  of  his  last  report,  submitted  the  24th  of  December  last, 
should  be  made  profitable  to  the  government,  and  that  he  should  be  al- 
lowed to  take  with  him  to  Washington,  where  he  informs  me  he  will  go, 
the  minerals  and  fossils  he  has  collected  while  attached  to  the  boundary 
commission.  He  will  then  be  enabled  to  take  them  up  for  descriptioa 
in  aid  of  a  final  report  he  will  make,  to  be  considered  a  part  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  commission. 

I  respectfully  recommend  this  course  for  your  approval  The  present 
is  certainly  the  best  opportunity  for  having  these  minerals,  &c.,  sent 
honje.    Your  reply  to  this  proposition  will  very  much  oblige, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM,  Lieutenant  Colonel, 
Principal  Astronomer ,  and  Head  of  the  Scientific  Corps,  4^. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U.  5.  Commissioner,  tfc.,  i[C.,  Ifc. 

P.  S.;— I  have  addressed  a  note  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  recommending  that  Mr.  Moss  be  allowed  reasonable  time  to 

make  his  final  report. 

Very  respectfiilly, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM. 
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Headquarters  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  CobrCf  August  14,  1S61. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  yours  of  this  date  relative  to  Mr.  Moss,  I  beg  leave  to 
say  that  if  he  has  any  inquiries  to  make  or  business  to  transact  in  rela- 
tion to  his  late  connexion  with  this  commission,  his  proper  course  is  to 
apply  directly  and  personally  to  me.  I  shaU  be  happy  to  furnish  him 
eveiy  facility  I  can  consistently  with  the  course  I  long  since  adopted 
to  govern  myself  by  in  reference  to  the  reports  of  the  various  depart- 
ments. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commisnaner* 
Lt.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 

Principal  AuroHomeTf  ^c,j  ^t%,  ^% 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

SaTita  Rita  del  CobrCf  August  15,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  received  yours  of  the  14th  instant  in  reply  to  my 
requisition  of  the  13th  for  provisions,  &c.,  for  Mr.  Gray,  the  treaty  sur- 
veyor, and  his  party,  who  are  about  to  proceed  to  the  Gila  in  discharge 
of  their  duties,  and  also  for  the  subsistence,  &c.,  for  my  own  imme- 
diate party.  You  state  that  you  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  decline 
issuing  on  my  requisition,  not  approved  by  your  commanding  ofiBcer. 

As  regards  your  commanding  officer,  I  know  of  no  individual  in  this 
commission  higher  in  command  than  myself.  I  know  of  no  one  having 
authority  to  act  upon,  much  less  to  countermand,  my  requisition.  There 
are  no  instructions  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  which  have 
ever  been  communicated  to  me,  that  delegate  such  a  power  to,  or  war- 
rant the  assumption  of  it  by,  any  one. 

For  the  pubhc  property  placed  in  ybur  charge  I  am  directly  responn- 
hie  to  government^  not  you  ;  and  should  you  not  issue  it  "on  proper 
requisitions,"  you  certainly  will  **  very  justly  be  called  to  an  account 
by  your  superior  officer,"  who,  in  this  case,  can  be  no  other  than  the 
commissioner.  You  will  please  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  your  orders 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  also  of  the  instructions  issued 
to  you  bearing  date  July  13,  1851. 

I  understand  that  a  team  was  despatched  by  you  to  El  Paso  last 
evening.  1  regret  that  you  did  not  advise  me  of  your  intention  of  so 
doing,  that  I  might  have  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity,  had  I  been 
so  disposed.  Such  a  proceeding  never  took  place  during  the  whole 
period  of  your  predecessor's  service.  I  have  to  request,  and  shall  ex- 
pect, whenever  you  contemplate  sending  off  any  person,  or  any  team, 
for  the  expense  of  which  the  commission  is  to  be  considered  responsi- 
ble, you  will  give  me  timely  notice  of  it,  that  I  may  avsdl  myself  thereof, 
should  I  approve  of  your  proceeding. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissvmer. 

Lt  A.  E.  BURNSIBE, 

Quartermaster  and  CommiMarij  U%  S%  B*  C* 
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Headquartehs  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  August  14,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  yours  of  the  8th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  requisition  on  the 
quartermaster  for  provisions  for  Mr.  H.  C.  Pratt,  draughtsman,  and  his 
son,  John  Pratt,  wherein  you  forbid  the  filling  the  same,  on  the  ground 
that  they  had  "  not  yet  been  admitted  members  of  the  scientific  corps ;" 
furthermore,  that,  "on  reflection,  you  will  see  that  I  could  not  autnor- 
ize  the  issue  of  provisions  to  them  from  the  boundary  stores  under  the 
responsibilities  imposed  upon  me  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior." 

In  reply,  I  would  state  that  I  know  not  what  the  admission  or  non- 
admission  of  those  gentlemen  as  "members  of  the  scientific  corps'* 
has  to  do  with  my  requisition  for  provisions  for  them  as  "members  of 
the  boundary  commission,"  unless  you  assume  to  order  that  no  one  but 
members  of  the  scientific  corps  are  to  be  furnished  with  rations. 
Neither  do  I  know  of  any  "  responsibilities  upon  me  [you]  by  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior"  by  which  you  are  authorized  to  supervise  my 
requisitions,  and  cause  them  to  be  answered  or  not,  as  you  may  choose. 
I  recognise  no  right  in  you  to  supervise  my  acts  in  these  matters,  and 
to  issue  countermanding  orders.  You  profess  the  highest  regard  for 
instructions.  The  same  official  communication  that  advises  me  of  the 
appointment  of  a  commissary  and  quartermaster,  who,  "  it  would  seem 
prqpeTj^^  should  hereafter  make  their  reports  to  you,  informs  me  that 
you  "  will  be  responsible  "  to  me. 

Where  and  what  is  the  responsibility  of  an  individual  who  sits  in 
judgment  upon  the  acts  of  the  one  to  whom  he  is  said  to  be  responsible, 
and  causes  them  to  be  executed  or  not,  as  he  sees  fit,  assuming  a  final 
jurisdiction  unto  himself? 

I  entirely  object  to  your  assumption  of  authority  in  this  matter,  ques- 
tioning my  right  to  appoint  whoever  I  may  think  proper  members  of 
the  commission.  The  Department  of  the  Interior  holds  me  responsible 
for  all  the  appointments ;  it  has  been  apprized  of  every  one  that  has 
been  made,  and  is  kept  duly  advised  of  every  removal  and  change  that 
takes  place. 

You  say  that  "the  instructions  of  the  department  state  that  the  selec- 
tion of  draughtsmen  and  other  members  of  the  scientific  corps  is  to  be 
approved  both  by  you  and  myself."  By  nothing  short  of  the  most 
violently  forced  construction  can  this  have  any  bearing  on  the  subject 
of  my  requisition,  and  therefore  requires  no  comment.  In  the  giounds 
by  you  assumed,  should  I  exercise  my  right  of  adding  an  individual  to 
the  commission,  without  permission  from  you  so  to  do,  what  you  cannot 
do  directly  you  will  accomplish  indirectly,  by  starving  the  person  off. 

Mr.  Pratt  was  tendered  the  appointment  of  draughtsman  in  Novem- 
ber last,  long  before  I  had  any  knowledge  of  your  appointment;  but, 
on  this  ground,  I  do  not  assert  my  right.  Furthermore,  you  were  long 
since  advised  by  the  department  that  Mr.  Pratt  had  been  by  me  ap- 
pointed on  the  commission,  and  that  he  had  accepted  the  appointment, 
and  the  department  expressed  an  assurance  that  you  would  do  all  in 
your  power  to  further  my  views,  by  afibrding  him  every  faciUty  for 
reaching  his  destination. 

While  upon  this  subject,  I  will  state  that  on  me  rests  the  exclusive 
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responsibility  of  all  admissions  to,  and  all  removals  from,  the  commis- 
sion. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
Lieut*  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 

Principal  Astronomer^  4^.,  4^.,  ^. 

[The  foUowiog  is  the  Buperecriptioa  of  the  above- letter :] 

"Lt,  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 

^^Princijml  Astronomer, 

"^.,  ^.,  ^. 

''Present:' 

"  I  respectfully  decline  receiving  this  letter,  as  it  denies  me,  in  its  su- 
perscription, the  position  assigned  me  by  authority  of  the  President. 

J.D.GRAHAM." 

The  superscription  on  this  letter  is  precisely  the  same  as  that  on  all 
the  letters  written  by  me  to  Lt.  Col.  Graham,  and  received  and  ac- 
knowledged by  him. 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 


,  Copper  Minbs,  New  Mexico, 

August  15,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
to-day,  and  I  beg  leave  to  state,  in  reply,  that  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
govern  my  issues  of  quartermaster's  and  commissary's  stores  by  the 
principles  set  forth  in  my  note  of  the  14th.  I  cannot  conceive  how 
you  can  be  the  least  responsible  for  the  pubUc  property  in  my  hands, 
inasmuch  as  I  have  receipted  for  it,  and  shall  make  my  returns  directly 
to  Washington,  countersigned  by  Colonel  Graham.  With  reference  to 
your  relative  rank  in  the  commission,  I  have  nothing  to  do.  My  orders 
were  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham,  principal  astron- 
omer and  head  of  the  scientific  corps.  They  were  directly  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  the  most  positive  terms,  both  verbal  and 
written.  You  will  readily  see  that  I  can  recognise  no  other  command- 
ing officer  at  this  place  other  than  Colonel  Graham. 

With  regard  to  your  threat  of  calling  me  to  account,  I  can  only  say 
that  T  cannot  possibly  feel  under  any  apprehension. 

The  team  that  was  sehi  to  El  Paso  yesterday  was  only  driven  up  a 
short  time  before  it  started.  I  was  glad,  however,  that  you  had  ample 
time  to  avail  yourself  of  the  opportunity  to  send  a  package  to  Fi*on- 
tera.  My  sense  of  duty  as  quartermaster  dictates  to  me  the  propriety 
of  giving  every  faciUty  in  my  power  to  members  of  the  commission  for 
transporting  necessaiy  articles  from  station  to  station,  when  the  trans- 
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portation  is  dvly  authorized.  I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  informing 
you  when  wagons  and  expresses  are  about  to  leave  this  place,  in  order 
that  you  may  avail  yourself  of  the  opportunity  of  sending  by  them. 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  enclosing 
herewith  a  copy  of  my  order  from  Colonel  Graham,  of  July  13th.     My 
order  from  the  Secretary  of  Ae  Interior  is,  I  believe,  at  Frontera. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 
Lieutenant^  and  Quartemuuter  and  ConCy^  U.  S.  B.  C. 
John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U*  S.  CammissioncTf  Sfc* 


Frontera,  Jvly  13,  1851. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  lo  the  Copper  Mines,  and  on  the  arrival  there 
of  the  subsistence  stores^  which  were  delivered  on  the  12th  instant  to 
James  Myer,  esq.,  for  transportation  thither,  you  will  please  take  charge 
of  them,  and  have  them*  stored  in  such  place  as  shall  be  provided  by 
direction  of  the  United  States  commissioner  for  that  purpose.  They  • 
will  then,  until  further  orders,  be  issued,  under  your  direction,  to  the 
members  of  the  United  States  boundary  commission,  stationed  there, 
in  that  vicinity,  upon  provision  returns  setting  forth  the  number  and 
names  of  the  persons  for  whom  they  are  required,  duly  approved  by 
the  United  States  commissioner^  or  myself,  after  my  arrival  there. 

Until  further  orders,  one  army  ration  per  day  will  be  allowed  to  each 
individual  entitled  to  subsistence  from  the  stores  of  the  conmiission  Jr 
Whenever  fresh  meat  can  be  procured,  from  one-fourth  to  one-third  of 
the  meat  portion  of  the  ration  will  consist  of  salt  pork  or  bacon,  and 
the  balance^  will  be  fresb. 

Any  requisition  which  the  commissioner  may  make  for  his  own  sub- 
sistence will  be  honored.  Mr.  G.  S.  Pierce,  assistant  on  the  United 
States  boundary  survey,  not  being  at  present  necessarily  occupied  by 
other  duties,  is  authorized  to  proceed  with  you,  and  act  as  your  stssist- 
ant  for  the  present. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  « 

J.  D..  GRAHAM, 
Lieutenant  Cohnd^  Head  of  the  Scj^ijic  Corps. 

Lieutenant  A.  E.  Burnside, 

Third  U.  S.  Artillery f  Quajtermaster  and  ConCy  V.  S.  B.  C,  Sfc* 


Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita, 

New  Mexico^  August  16,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  deferred  answering  your  communication  of  the  12th 
instant,  informing  me  of  "  Mr.  Gray's  memorandum  of  surveying  instru- 
ments* which  he  will  require  for  his  duties  in  running,  tracmg,  and 
marking  the  boundary  line  along  the  Gila,"  because  I  hoped  you  would 
be  induced,  on  cool  reflection,  to  obey  the  President's  commai^ds,  in 

15 
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recognising  me  in  my  proper  position,  and  thus  remove  every  difficulty 
attending  this  question. 

You  are  ftilly  aware  that  it  is  only  as  "  head  of  the  scientific  corps" 
that  I  can,  without  disobeying  my  instructions,  dispose  of  these  instru- 
ments to  others,  for  use  on  the  Ime,  and  only  then  in  the  manner  dic- 
tated in  those  instructions.  •  • 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  upon  what  authority  it  is  that  Mr.  A.  B.  Gray 
takes  upon  himself  the  organization  of  surveying  parties,  and  the  dis- 
tribution of  instruments  to  tbem,  when  he  is  fully  aware  that  these 
duties  have  been  expressly  committed  to  others  by  the  proper  author- 
ity. If  he  has  any  sufficient  authority,  however,  for  his  proceedings  on 
this  subject,  and  you  or  he  will  show  it,  it  shall  be  acknowledged  and 
respected. 

I  am  now  ready  to  have  turned  over  to  you,  upon  your  requisition 
upon  the  quartermaster,  subsistence  and  transportation  for  yourself  and 
Mr.  A.  B.  Gray,  and  the  persons  to  accompany  you,  in  order  to  enable 
you  to  meet  the  Mexican  commissioner,  and  thereby  preserve  the  faith 
of  our  government.  But  I  cannot  recognise  any  of  the  heads  of  sur- 
veying parties  until  they  are  organized  as  our  instructions  require,  nor 
■*  until  they  report  to  me  for  instructions,  as  is  required  by  the  proper 
authority  of  our  government. 

The  instruments  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  12th  cannot  be  issued, 
except  to  the  heads  of  parties  as  they  shall  report  to  me  for  instruc- 
tions. I  have  no  right  to  give  up  public  property  for  which  I  am 
responsible  to  my  government,  nor  to*^  allow  it  to  be  used,  except  in 
accordance  with  the  orders  I  am  obliged  to*  obey.  I  cannot  subject 
%  myself  to  the  rebuke  of  being  unfaithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in  me.  I 
refer  you  to  the  last  paragraph  but  one  of  the  instructions  of  the  23d 
October,  1850,  which  says:  "The  head  of  the  scientific  corps  will 
have  the  custody  of  the  astronomical  and  surveying  instruments  and 
apparatus,  for  which  he  will  be  responsible  to  this  department;  and  he 
will  be  charged  with  their  distribution  to  the  assistants  and  surveyors, 
as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  the  performance  of  their  duties,  they 
being  accountable  to  him  for  the  same." 

When  the  authority  of  the  President  is  respected,  and  I  am  recog^ 
liised  in  my  proper  position  by  you,  I  shall  immediately  submit  a  hst 
of  names,  and  proceed  to  co-operate  with  you  in  organizing  the  vjurious 
astronomica^nd  surveying  parties,  and  shall  take  care  that  they  are 
provided  wim  instruments  and  all  the  necessary  means  for  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties. 

I  can  take  no  part  in  what  is  going  on  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

I  shall  myself  visit  General  Cond6  at  his  camp,  ss  I  wish  to  pay 
my  respects  to  him  and  to  my  friend,  Mr.  Salazar ;  and  I  shall  unoffi- 
cially acquaint  these  gentlemen  with  the  internal  organization  which 
the  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  by  authority  of  tlie  President 
of  the  United  States,  has  thought  proper  to  prescribe  for  the  scientific 
corps  on  our  side;  and  also  of  the  ample  supply  of  instruments  of  the 
best  kind,  both  astronomical  and  surveying,  which  I  have  prepared 
and  brought  here  by  their  authority,  in  order  that  we  might  be  ena- 
bJecl  to  ca-opei*ate  with  them  \n  bragvivg  \iv^  survey  and  demarcation 
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of  this  boundary  to  a  satisfactory  termination  in  the  shortest  time 
practicable. 

I  now  close  my  correspondence  with  you  on  this  subject  until  it  can 
be  referred  to  the  government  at  Washington. 

I  am,  very#espectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  Col.y  Princ^l  Aftron.  and  Head  of  the  Scientijic  Corps 

on  the  part  of  the  U,  S. 
John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Commissioner,  ^.,  Sfc,  ^'c. 


Colonel  Graham  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

San  Antonio,  Texas,  May  12,  1851. 

Sir:  Since  my  communication  to  you  of  the  10th  instant,  A.  B.  Gray, 
esq.,  surveyor  to  the  boundary  commission  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  Lieutenants  O.  H.  Tillinghast  and  A.  E.  Bumside,  of  the 
artillery,  have  arrived  here  and  reported  to  me.  I  regi'et  to  say  that 
Mr.  Gray's  health  is  still  delicate,  but  the  army  physician  here  thinks 
it  will  be  improved  by  the  bracing  air  of  the  more  elevated  countiy 
between  this  and  El  Paso.  He  will  accordingly  proceed  on,  and  I 
hope  he  will  soon  be  sufficiently  recovered  to  take  an  active  part  in  the 
work  on  the  line. 

Lieutenants  Tillinghast  and  Burnside  will  be  very  valuable  adjuncts 
to  the  boundary  service  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  quarter- 
masters and  commissaries  in  chief,  to  which  they  have  been  assigned 
by- the  department.  Their  arrival  relieves  me  from  the  labor  of  many 
arduous  duties  which  I  have  been  performing,  belonging  properly  to 
their  departments ;  and  I  now  shall  be  enabled  to  give  my  attention 
more  particularly  to  making  observations  on  the  route  to  El  Paso  del 
Norte  than  has  heretofore  been  the  case. 

I  have  lost  no  time  in  assigning  these  officers  to  their  appropriate 
duties  as  specified  in  order  No.  4,  a  copy  of  which  is  appended,  marked 
H,  which  I  hope  will  meet  the  approval  of  the  department.  I  think 
the  system  will  bring  the  fiscal  department  of  the  commission  to  the 
most  simple  and  convenient  form  for  insuring  an  economical  disburse- 
♦  ment  and  a  prompt  accountability  in  regard  to  the  appropriations,  and 
for  keeping  the  commission  and  the  department  at  Washington  con- 
stantly informed  of  the  state  of  the  bounaary  fund. 

I  feel  well  assured  that  these  duties  will  be  faithfully  and  ably  ad- 
ministered by  Lieutenants  Tillinghast  and  Burnside.  They  must 
necessarily  be  of  an  arduous,  as  they  are  of  a  highly  responsible  nature. 
In  consideration  of  this,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  these  officers  be 
put  upon  the  same  footing  in  regard  to  compensation  as  officers  acting 
as  assistant  quartermasters  ana  assistant  commissaries  in  the  army, 
which  would  entitle  them  to  receive  from  the  boundary  appropriation 
fourteen  dollars  per  month  each,  in  addition  to  their  pay  in  the  line ;  and 
also  that  they  be  allowed  the  same  per  diem  commutation  for  their 
personal  expenses  while  on  this  service  as  ma^j  b^  ^o^^^  \»  o^^^\^ 


218  S.  Doc.  Il». 

I  protest  that  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Gray,  which  was  called  for  by  you 
officially  upon  a  subject  of  grave  public  concern,  and  which  was  ren- 
dered to  you  in  writing,  and  contained  arguments  which,  it  would 
appear,  exercise  a  great  influence  over  your  mind  in  causing  you  to 
decide  upon  a  course  in  direct  opposition  to  the  instructions  of  the  Pres- 
ident, should  and  must  of  right  become  a  part  of  the  archives  of  the 
commission  over  which  you  preside. 

I  further  protest,  that  it  is  due  to  me  that  you  cause  me  to  be  fur- 
nished officially  with  a  copy  of  that  document,  in  order  that  I  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  refute  the  arguments  it  may  contain,  and  thus 
endeavor  to  free  your  mind  from  their  influence. 
'  I  d6  therefore  most  respectfully  repeat  my  request;  and  I  hope  you 
will  call  upon  Mr.  Gray  to  render  his  document  to  you,  for  your  official 
files,  and  that  you  will  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  CoLf  Prin.  AmU^  and  Head  of  the  Scientific  Carpi. 

J.  R.  Bautlett,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Commisstanerj  4^.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  August  11,  1851. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  verbal  request  this  morning,  I  enclose  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  my  instructions  from  the  Department  of  the  Inte- 
rior of  the  11th  March,  and  for  the  future  must  most  respectfully 
decline  furnishing  other  official  information  from  my  files,  orotnerwise, 
until  the  matter  now  at  issue  between  us  is  in  some  manner  disposed 
of,  excepting,  of  course,  documents  bearing  on  the  question. 

After  speaking  of  the  appropriation,  the  Secretary  requests  me  to 
"reorganize  the  commission  at  once,  and  curtail  the  torce  employed  to 
the  lowest  possible  limit  consistent  with  a  proper  discharge  of  the  busi- 
ness connected  with  the  service;'*  that  "two  officers  of  the  army,  to 
act  as  quartermaster  and  commissary,  will  be  ordered  to  report  accord- 
ingly ;  and  it  would  seem  proper  that  their  reports  should  be  hereafter 
maoe  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham,  the  head  of  the  scientific  corps, 
who  will  be  responsible  to  you." 

Again:  that  a  sum  of  money  "  will  probably  be  advanced  to  Colonel 
Graham  on  his  estimates  for  the  astronomical  and  surveying  branch  of 
the  service." 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 

Principal  Astronomerj  4^.,  4^.,  Sftc. 
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Headquabters  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  August  12,  1851. 

Sir:  Mr.  A.  B.  Gray,  United  States  surveyor  under  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  has  sent  me  a  memorandum  of  surveying  instru- 
ments which  he  will  require  ibr  his  duties  in  running,  tracing,  and 
marking  the  boundary  line  along  the  Gila,  which  I  have  to  request 
may  be  furnished  to  lum  at  once.     They  are  as  follow : 

Two  goniometf  rs,  or  transit  compasses. 

Two  surveyors'  compasses,  with  verniers. 

Four  measuring-chains,  (two  of  100  feet,  and  two  of  60  feet.) 

Four  tape-lines  for  measuring,  (two  of  100  feet,  and  two  of  60  feet.) 

One  standard  measure. 

Two  Buntin's  barometers. 

Two  detached  thermometers,  (here  on  hand.) 

One  levelling  rod,  (here  on  hand.) 

Four  plumb-bobs. 

Four  prismatic  compasses. 

The  joint  commission,  having  agreed,  on  the  20th  July  last,  to  survey 
the  Rio  Gila  to  its  junction  with  the  Colorado,  I  have  to  request  you 
ivill  detail  such  a  party  as  you  may  deem  proper  to  attend  to  the  astro- 
nomical duties  in  this  survey^and  instruct  said  party  as  you  may  think 
advisable  for  the  important  work  to  be  accomplished. 

It  is  necessary  that  the  astronomical  party  should  be  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Rio  Prieto  by  the  23d  instant  at  the  furthest,  on  which  day  (Jen. 
Cond^  will  be  there  with  the  Mexican  commission. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 

Principal  Astronomer^  ift.,  ifc.^  ^c. 


Headquarters  Boundary  Commission, 
Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  August  13,  1851. 

Sir  :  A.  B.  Gray,  esq..  United  States  surveyor,  has  sent  me  the 
enclosed  estimates  for  tne  provisions,  camp  equipage,  transportation, 
&c.,  requisite  for  the  party  wno,  under  his  charge,  is  about  to  commence 
tracing,  running,  and  marking  the  boundary  Ime  along  the  river  Gila 
to  its  junction  with  the  Colorado. 

As  It  is  necessary,  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  joint  com- 
mission, that  the  party  should  be  on  the  Gila  by  the  18th  or  20th  inst., 
you  will  get  in  readiness  and  furnish  the  necessary  articles  at  the 
earliest  day  possible. 

The  estimates,  it  appears,  are  made  for  ninety  days.  I  would 
re6ommend,  instead  of  carrying  all  of  our  supplies  from  here,  that 
three  wagons  be  sent,  with  what  they  can  carry,  to  join  the  party  at  the 
Pimos  villages  on  the  Gila.  This  will  greatly  lessen  the  number  of 
pack-mules  estimated  as  necessary  by  Mr.  Gray. 
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ment,  including  that  of  transportation,  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  appro- 
priations for  the  boundary  survey. 

They  will,  therefore,  keep  the  Commissary  General  at  Washington 
informed  in  advance  of  the  quantity  they  may  require  from  time  to 
time  as  the  work  progresses.  An  important  duty  devolving  upon  these 
officers  will  be  to  keep  themselves  well  informed  of  the  resources  of 
the  surrounding  country,  and  the  prices  of  subsistence  of  all  kinds 
grown  therein,  m  order  that,  whenever  a  supply,  or  partial  supply,  of 
any  of  these  articles  can  be  obtained  cheaper  by  drawing  them  from 
the  country  than  in  any  other  manner,  it  may  be  availed  of. 

So  soon  as  these  officers  are  placed  in  possession  of  the  quartermas- 
ter's property  and  the  subsistence  belonging  to  the  commission,  they 
will  make  out  returns  of  the  same,  showing  the  description,  quantity, 
and  quality  of  every  kind.  These  will  be  transmitted,  m  duplicate,  to 
the  Department  of  the  Interior— one  to  be  kept  on  the  files  of  that  de- 
partment, and  the  other  to  be  handed  over  to  the  Comptroller  charged 
with  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  commission. 

After  this  initiative  step,  tliey  will  make  out  and  render  quarterly— 
that  is  to  say,  on  the  last  days  of  the  months  of  March,  June,  Septem- 
ber and  December — full  returns  of  all  pubHc  property,  showing  the 
quantity  of  each  article  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  previous  quarter,  the 
quantity  issued  or  expended  during  the  quarter,  and  the  quantity  re- 
maining on  hand  at  its  termination.  These  returns  will  be  forwarded 
to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  in  duplicate— one  to  be  retained  on 
the  files  of  the  department,  and  the  otner  to  be  handed  over  to  the 
comptroller  of  accounts,  as  above  specified.  They  will  also  render 
their  accounts  of  disbursements  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  supported 
by  vouchers,  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  at  Washington. 
Their  abstracts  and  accounts  current  will  in  every  case  be  made  in 
duplicate — one  of  each  to  accompany  their  vouchers  sent  to  the  Fifth 
Auditor,  and  the  remaining  ones  to  be  transmitted  directly  to  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior  for  its  files. 

In  this  way  the  department  will  constantly  have  within  its  conve- 
nient reach  full  information  as  to  the  disbursements  and  the  state  of 
the  funds  appropriated  for  the  survey. 
•  In  regard  to  the  accounts  and  the  forms  of  the  quarterly  returns  of 
property  and  subsistence,  and  of  accounts  of  disbursements,  those  laid 
down  in  the  printed  army  regulations  for  the  Quartermaster's  and  Sub- 
sisf^ence  departments  of  the  army  are  adopted  by  the  bounJaiy  ser- 
vice. 

Spirituous  liquors  will  not  be  included  as  a  part  of  the  subsistence 
stores.  Its  purchase  or  transportation  will  not  be  allowed  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  commission,  except  such  small  quantities  of  wine  or  spirit 
as  may  be  considered  by  the  surgeon  as  absolutely  necessary  for  med- 
ical purposes.  It  will  then  be  purchased  only  on  a  special  requisition, 
duly  approved,  and  only  issued  on  the  surgeon's  order. 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
I^t^  CoLi  Head  of  the  Scientific  Corps  U.  <S.  B*  C. 


m 
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Proceedings  of  a  Board  oj   Survey^  convened  at  San  Antonio  de  Bexar j 
Texas^  May  12,  by  virtue  of  the  foUowing  order ^  viz: 

[Special  Orders  No.  3.]  San  Antonio,  May  12, 1851. 

Several  boxes,  marked  as  the  property  of  the  United  States  boundary 
commission,  having  been  left  here  last  autumn  by  the  commission,  in 
the  temporary  charge  of  Major  Capers,  a  board  of  survey,  to  consist  of 
Lieutenant  W.  F.  Smith,  topograpnical  engineers,  and  Lieutenant  A. 
E.  Bumside,  3d  artillery,  is  hereby  appointed  to  examine  these  boxes, 
and  report  in  writing  upon  their  contents  and  the  condition  of  the 
articles.  The  object  of  the  examination  is  to  ascertain  if  it  be  expe- 
dient to  order  these  articles  foi-ward  to  El  Paso  del  Norte. 

The  board  will  proceed  immediately  to  make  the  examination,  and 
will  render  a  report  in  writing. 

J.  D.  GRAHAM,  4;, 

Brevet  Lieut.  Col.j  Head  of  the  Scientific  Corps  U.  S.  B.  C. 

San  Antonio,  May  12,  1851. 

The  board  met  pursuant  to  the  above  order.  Present,  all  the  mem- 
bers ;  and,  after  careful  examination,  report : 

That  they  found  one  small  box  containmg  sixty-seven  "mule  hobbles," 
which  are  serviceable,  but  not  of  a  good  kind ;  four  boxes  containing 
**  pack-saddles,"  one  with  ten  not  in  good  order,  but  serviceable ;  two 
with  thirteen  each,  and  one  with  fourteen,  in  pretty  good  order — making 
in  all  fifty  saddles.  The  board  is  of  opinion  that  they  are  of  a  very  good 
pattern,  and  recommend  that  both  saddles  and  hobbles  be  turned  over 
to  the  person  in  charge  of  the  "commission  train,"  now  at  this  place,  for 
transportation  to  El  Paso. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Lieutenant  and  Recorder. 
W.  F.  SMITH, 
Lieut.  Topographical  Engineers. 


J. 

[Special  Orders  No.  5.]  San  Antonio,  May  12,  1S51. 

A  portion  of  the  arms  belonging  to  the  United  States  boundary  com- 
mission, now  in  the  custody  of  Mr.  William  F.  Smith,  for  transportation 
to  El  Paso  del  Norte,  being  necessary  for  the  members  of  the  scie5^tific 
corps  attached  to  the  commission,  now  on  their  way  to  El  Paso,  for 
purposes  of  defence  against  the  Indians,  Mr.  Smith  is  authorized  to 
deliver  to  Lieutenants  O.  H.  Tillinghast  and  A.  E.  Burnside,  quarter- 
masters and  commissaries  to  the  commissibn^ten  percussion  rifles,  two 
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bullet-moulds,  one  lock-screw,  one  screw-driver,  and  one  box  of  rifle 
balls,  for  which  Lieutenant  Burnside  will  receipt  to  Mr.  Smith  and  be 
accountable  for  as  quartermaster. 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Brevet  Lieta.  Col^  Head  of  the  Scientific  Corps  U.  S.  B.  C 


San  Antonio»  May  12,  1851. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  order,  we  have  examined  the  rifles 
and  other  articles  and  find  them  new  and  in  good  order. 

O.  H.  TILLINGHAST, 
Lieut.  l«l  Artillery^  Quartermaster  and  Commissary  U.  S.  B.  C. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 
Lieut.  Sd  Artillery^  Quartermaster  and  Commissary  U.  S.  B.  C 

I  have  receipted  to  Mr.  Smith  for  the  foregoing  articles,  and  now  bear 
^^them  upon  my  return. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 
Lieut.  Sd  Artillery i  Quartermaster  and  Commissary. 


S.  Doc.  119.  233 

List  of  Documents  sent  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior^  May  12,  1851. 

James  Myer,  quartermaster,  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  on  the 
state  of  the  horses  and  mules,  and  the  necessity  of  furnishing  com  to 
the  animals,  April  21,  1851. 

Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Craig,  third  infantry,  commanding  escort, 
to  James  Myer,  on  the  necessity  of  furnishing  full  rations  of  corn  to 
the  animals,  April  20,  1851. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  giving 
an  account  of  the  labors  performed  in  the  astronomical,  topographical, 
and  meteorological  departments  since  the  landing  of  the  commission  in 
Indianola,  Texas,  April  26,  1851. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  instructions  to  John  Bull,  first  assistant 
surveyor,  for  the  examination  of  the  north  bank  of  the  Gila. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  instructions  to  T.  Thompson,  second 
assistant  surveyor,  for  the  examination  of  the  south  bank  of  the  Gila. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  appoint-  ^  .^ 
ing  him  acting  principal  surveyor. 

James  Myer,  quartermaster,  to  J.  R.  Bautlett,  commissioner,  stating 
that  five  mechanics  attached  to  the  commission  refused  to  work  except 
at  their  regular  trades.  Copper  Mines,  May  10,  1851. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  James  Myer,  quartermaster,  request- 
ing him  to  discharge  the  mechanics  referred  to  forthwith,  May  10, 
1851. 


Cojnj  of  document  deposited  at  the  initial  point. 

Be  it  remembered  that,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one,  the  com- 
missioners and  surveyors  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  and  of  Mexico, 
named  to  run  the  boundary  line  between  the  two  republics,  in  coiv 
formity  with  the  treaty  of  peace,  dated  at  the  city  of  Guadalupe  Hi- 
dalgo on  the  second  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-eight,  and  exchanged  at  the  city  of  Queretaro  on  the  thirtieth  day 
of  May  of  the  same  year,  being  fully  satisfied  with  the  operations 
made  and  the  results  obtained  by  the  chief  astronomers  of  the  two 
commissions,  do  establish  this  point  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river 
Bravo  or  Grande  del  Norte  in  (32°  22')  thirty-two  degrees  twenty-two 
minutes  north  latitude,  which,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
fifth  article  of  said  treaty,  is  "the  point  where  it  [the  said  river  Bravo 
or  Grande  del  Norte]  strikes  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico.'* 

Be  it  Ukewise  remembered  that  the  distance  from  this  point  to  the 
centre  of  the  bed  where  now  actually  runs  the  river  in  the  direction 
of  the  same  parallel,  is  (219.4m.)  two  hundred  and  nineteen  metres 
and  four-tenths,  following  the  line  east  from  said  point. 

For  the  greater  solemnity  of  this  act,  appeair  as  witnesses  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  Brevet  Captain  Abraham  Buford,  of  the  tir«t' 
dragoons,  conmianding  company  H,  (present  on  vVv^  occ^^vcsw^  ^\x^ 
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Colonel  Charles  A.  Hoppin,  aid-de-camp  to  his  Excellency  James  S. 
Calhoun,  governor  of  tne  Territory  of  New  Mexico.  And  on  the  part 
of  Mexico,  Mr.  B.  Juan  Jose  Sanchez,  political  chief  of  the  Canton  of 
Bravos,  in  the  State  of  Chihuahua,  as  first  authority  of  that  place. 

Written  in  duplicate,  in  English  and  Spanish,  and  signed  and  sealed 
at  the  point  established,  on  the  day  of  the  month  and  year  aforesaid. 

PEDRO  GARCIA  CONDE, 
JOHiN  RUSSELL  BARTLETT, 

Commissioners* 
JOSE  SALAZAR  Y  LARREGUI, 

Agremensor* 
A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 

Tcqu  Eng.y  Surveyor  and  Astronomer. 
In  presence  of — 

Thomas  H.  Webb,  Secretary. 

Juan  Jose  Sanchez. 

Francisco  Jimenbs. 

A.  BuFORD,  Brevet  Captain^  First  Dragoons. 

Chas.  a.  Hoppin, 

AiJrde-^amp  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  New  Mexico. 


Quartermaster's  Department, 
United  States  and  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Copper  Mines,  New  Mexico,  April  21,  185 1. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  reached  this  place  with 
the  mule  and  ox  train  on  the  17th  instant,  in  good  order.  The  march 
was  necessarily  long  on  account  of  the  weak  condition  of  the  oxen, 
which  compelled  the  train  to  move  slow.  I  find  the  pasturage  in  this 
immediate  vicinity  very  poor — none  worth  mentioning  nearer  than  from 
three  to  five  miles  distant.  The  mules  and  oxen  that  were  sent  here 
in  February  last,  although  well  herded,  have  not  improved — ^the  mules 
iji  particular,  which  are  at  this  time  wholly  unfit  for  service ;  the  dis- 
tance which  they  are  driven  to  pasture  and  back,  varying  from  six  to 
ten  miles  per  day,  consumes  the  benefit  that  they  derive  fi-om  grazing; 
besides,  a  great  detriment  accrues  in  their  being  corralled  during  the 
night,  (without  anything  to  eat,)  which  is  necessary  for  the  security  of 
the  animals  against  their  loss  in  the  mountains  and  timber,  or  by  the 
Indians. 

However  good  pasture  might  be,  I  feel  fully  authorized  in  my 
opinion,  having  had  a  long  experience  with  working  animals,  in  saying 
that  neither  mules  nor  horses  can  sustain  themselves  m flesh  and  strength, 
and  perform  reasonable  service,  on  grass  alone;  they  must  be  fed,  and 
without  corn  they  must  graze  in  the  morning  before  going  to  work ;  and 
by  the  time  they  can  be  placed  in  the  team  for  service,  half  of  the  day 
is  gone ;  and  then  to  work  them  until  night,  and  place  them  in  the  corrall 
without  feed  during  the  night,  it  certainly  cannot  be  reasonable  to  suo- 
^^  or  expect  that  they  can  be.  kept  in  strength  and  fit  condition  tor 
^vicie. 


t 
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I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  L.  S.  Craig's  letter,  of 
date  20th  instant,  for  perusal,  a  copy  of  which  is  herein  enclosed, 
giving  his  opinion,  based  upon  experience,  as  to  the  pasturage  and 
the  necessary  requirements  tor  the  support  of  working  animals.  Corn 
is  to  me  an  indispensable  article,  and  without  a  full  and  complete 
ration  I  am  well  satisfied  that  the  mules  in  this  department  cannot  per- 
form the  service  that  must  necessarily  be  required  ;  and  to  prepare 
them  for  a  trip  to  the  Gila,  or  any  laborious  service  in  the  country, 
they  will  require  to  be  fed  a  month  or  six  weeks  to  place  them  in 
proper  condition  to  perform  efficient  service ;  besides,  we  are  here  in 
the  heart  of  an  Indian  country,  and  suppose  that  the  Indians  should  be 
inclined  to  be  hostile,  and  attempt  a  descent  upon  the  animals  for  the 
purpose  of  robbing  or  intimidating  the  herdsmen,  and  that  they  would 
not  go  out  with  the  animals  to  graze,  (which  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  im- 
probable,) in  such  an  event,  what  must  become  of  the  mules  and  other 
stock  now  here  belonging  to  the  commission  ?  Without  corn  to  subsist 
them  they  must  perish,  or  be  taken  by  the  Indians. 

I  am  informed  that  corn  can  be  purchased  at  a  reasonable  price  at 
**Yanos"or  "Coralitos,"  in  Mexico — distant  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  from  here — say  from  $4  to  $5  per  fanega.  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  it  could  be  placed  here  on  contract  by  paying  a  reasonable  ad- 
vance for  transportation.  I  am  so  well  persuaded^f  the  necessity  of 
corn  for  the  working  animals,  that  without  it  they  must  fail  to  give  that 
service  which  it  seems  to  me  must  be  required  for  the  success  of  the 
commission,  and  to  serve  the  public  interest.     I  therefore  beg  to  sug- 

fest  to  you  that,  immediately  after  the  return  of  the  train  now  gone  to 
)1  Paso  for  supplies,  it  be  sent  to  "  Yanos,"  in  Mexico,  for  a  supply 
of  corn. 

I  find  only  one  house  in  repair,  which  is  assigned  for  the  use  of  the 
commissary's  department.  There  are  two  other  small  houses,  much 
dilapidated,  \\hich  I  am  now  repairing.  All  the  others  not  yet  taken 
for  repairs  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Craig  are  so  much  dilapidated  that  it 
seems  to  me.  to  be  a  greater  labor  and  expense  to  repair  than  build  new 
houses.  I  am  here  destitute  of  carpenters  or  carpenters'  tools.  Both  of 
these  mechanics,  Mr.  Samuel  Moe  and  Mr.  Ferguson,  with  each  a  good 
set  of  tools,  are,  I  believe,  now  with  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple. 
They  are  much  wanted  here;  and  without  them  nothing  scarcely  can 
be  done  in  the  making  of  repairs  on  the  buildings,  &c.  A  whip  and 
cross-cut  saw  are  of  the  utmost  importance.  Neither  one  is  here. 
Mr.  H.  Millen  has  gone  down  with  the  train,  in  order  to  procure  a  whip 
saw,  that  some  lumber  may  be  sawed.  I  am  informed  that  he  has 
much  experience  in  getting  out  lumber.  Without  it,  the  buildings  can- 
not be  put  in  repair.  There  are  required  fifty  or  one  hundred  pounds  of 
nails,  ninges,  screws,  and  other  building  materials,  for  making  doors, 
windows,  &c. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  you  that  you  procure  and  bring  to  this 
place  such  amount  of  specie  .funds  as  may  be  required  for  your  use 
and  this  department.  I  have  but  a  small  amount  of  funds  on  hand. 
All  disbursements  ma|j|^  here  or  in  Mexico  will  necessarily  be  r^quire^ 
in  specie;  and  the  amounts  here  will  be  small,  and  generally  paid  JSta 
teamsters  in  the  service.    Drafts  cannot  be  used  ^>x3[i  taciX^v^  %  ^sASs^ 
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the  purchase  of  corn,  if  purchased  in  Mexico,  payment  will  be  required 
in  specie,  as  it  cannot  be  expected  that  Mexicans  know  the  value  of 
our  drafts,  &c. 

I  sjiall  make  all  due  exertions  to  have  your  house  prepared  on  your 
arrival.  I  have  directed  Mr.  J.  Charles  Sheldon  to  procure  com  for 
the  train  now  below  at  Dofia  Ana.  I  have  despatched  nine  mule  teams 
for  the  commissary  supplies;  seven  are  six-mule  teams,  and  two  are 
five-mule  teams.     They  were  all  I  could  fit  out  at  this  time. 

I  am,  sir,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MYER, 
Quartermaster  U.  S.  and  M.  Boundary  Commissiofu 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

United  States  Commissioner. 


Cantonment  Dawson,  New  Mexico, 

Jjpra  20,  1S51. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  dated  the  20th  of  this  month, 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  animals  belonff- 
ing  to  the  United  %ates  boundary  commission  require  to  be  fed  with 
full  rations  of  corn,  to  enable  them  to  perform  any  kind  of  work,  as 
the  grass  is  not  sufficiently  advanced  to  enable  them  to  labor  without  it. 

The  mules  belonging  to  the  United  States  boundary  commission,  in 
my  opinion,  are  certainly  not  in  condition  to  perform  the  contemplated 
move  down  the  Gila ;  and  it  will  take  several  weeks  to  put  them  in 
order,  even  allowing  full  rations  of  com. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  S.  CRAIG, 
Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  U.  S.  A.,  commanding. 

James  Myer,  Esq., 

Quartermaster  U.  S.  and  M.  Boundary  Commission. 


In  Camp  at  Initial  Point, 

New  Mexico,  April  26,  1851. 

Dear  Sir  :  As  you  are  expected  soon  to  set  out  upon  a  reconnaissance 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  headwaters  of  the  Rio  Gila,  I  desire  to  anticipate 
a  report  which  otherwise  would  have  been  deferred  until  the  end  of 
this  month.  Since  the  landing  of  the  United  States  boundary  commis- 
sion at  Indianola,  Texas,  in  the  latter  part  of  August,  1850,  the  follow 
ing  operations  have  been  accompUshed : 

A  survey  from  Indianola  to  Paso  del  Norte.  This  work  was  under- 
taken by  your  direction,  and  the  duty  of  its  accomplishment  was  given 
to  me  by  order  of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Golonel  McClellan,  principal 
astronomer  and  chief  topographical  engineer  of  the  United  States 
boundary  commission.  f    "'"' 

'The  plan  of  this  operation  was  based  upon  astronomical  observa- 
tioas  for  the  latitude  and  longitude  ot  \KiVCjV%  \iYxcvftu.w^  of  a  sextant, 
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chronometers,  and  a  four-feet  telescope,  for  observing  occultations  of 
stars  by  the  moon.  These  points  were  connected  by  a  chain  and 
compass  survey,  accompanied  as  far  as  San  Antonio  by  a  line  of  levels. 
At  San  Antonio  it  was  generally  deemed  impracticable  to  continue 
the  work.  Our  march  itself  was  to  be  a  weary  one — wide  jornadas 
were  to  be  crossed,  and  few  seemed  willing  to  encounter  the  additional 
fatigue  of  an  arduous  survey.  But  it  was  done.  Instructions  issued 
at  Indianola  will  show  the  organization  of  parties,  in  which  there  was 
no  material  change  until  our  departure  from  San  Antonio. 

To  satisfy  those  conducting  trie  trains  of  the  escort  and  commission, 
I  had  promised  not  to  delay  their  progress  by  the  operations  of  the 
survey. 

Hence  it  became  necessary  to  start  two  parties  each  day— one  to 
complete  the  first,  the  other  to  conclude  the  latter  half,  of  the  day's 
route.  In  this  way,  notwithstanding  heat  and  cold,  storms  of  rain  and 
of  snow,  two  breaKs  only  occurred  in  the  survey.  One  was  for  a  few 
miles  during  the  third  day's  march  in  the  valley  of  San  Pedro,  (Devil's 
riv^,)  while  rain  and  sleet  rendered  it  impossible  to  read  the  compass ; 
the  other,  of  a  few  rods  on  a  Jornada,  where  the  rear  party  was  unable 
to  discover  the  signal  left  as  a»  starting-point  of  the  advanced  parly. 
Chaining  became  exceedingly  arduous,  and  I  deeply  lamented  that  my 
order  for  a  viameter  from  Mr.  Francis  had  not  been  complied  with, 
and  that  our  efforts  in  New  Orleans  to  buy,  and  at  San  Antonio  to 
borrow,  had  been  unsuccessful.  But  by  the  skill  of  Mr.  Tuttle,  armo- 
rer and  machinist  of  the  commission,  and  Mr.  Moe,  carpenter,  a  vi- 
ameter was  constructed  upon  the  route  and  fitted  to  an  ambulance. 
The  chain,  after  testing  the  viameter,  was  laid  aside. 

Here  let  me  pay  a  Just  tribute  to  the  energy  and  perseverance,  and, 
more  than  all,  general  cheerfulness,  with  wnich  every  member  of  the 
commission  not  otherwise  employed  took  his  regular  tour  of  duty  in 
this  laborious  part  of  the  operations  of  the  survey.  None  were  more 
rejoiced  than  myself  when  they  were  freed  from  the  duty. 

The  survey  then  proceeded  smoothly  to  San  Elizario,  where  it  was 
for  a  while  delayed.  It  was  afterwards  reorganized  under  Mr.  Prio- 
leau,  assistant  surveyor ;  and  upon  his  declining  the  service,  it  was 
conducted  by  Mr.  T.  Thompson,  assistant  surveyor,  to  El  Paso. 
From  thence  Mr.  Thompson  has  continued  his  survey  of  the  boundary 
along  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte,  near  a  hundred  miles  by  the  windings 
of  the  river,  to  the  initial  point  of  the  western  parallel  of  32^  22',  near 
Dona  Ana. 

The  whole  distance  surveyed  is  between  nine  hundred  and  a  thou- 
sand miles.  Upon  this  route  there  are  about  fifty  astronomical  stations.^ 
At  nearly  all  of  these  stations  numerous  observations  have  been  made* 
by  a  Fox  dip-circle  for  magnetic  inclination,  declination,  and  intensity. 
Barometric,  thermometric,  and  other  meteoroloffical  observations  have 
been  daily  made  since  our  departure  from  Indianola.  Many  occulta- 
tions of  stars  by  the  moon  have  been  observed  with  a  four-feet  reflect- 
ing telescope  at  the  various  points  on  our  route  where  we  happened  to 
be  when  tney  occurred.  >  From  Indianola  to  San  Antonio,  as  has  been 
before  stated,  a  profile  of  the  route  was  determined  by  the  surveyor's 
level;  from  thence  ta  Presidio  de  San  EUzaiio  «j[i  ^ji'^T:o\'^\i^ax»\£L^\Si^ 


238  S.  Doc.  119. 

was  observed  at  the  top  and  foot  of  nearly  every  hill  which  the  road 
traversed. 

These  observations,  when  computed,  are  expected  to  give  a  satis- 
factor}^  result  for  the  profile  of  each  day's  march.  Morning  and  even- 
ing the  aneroid  was  compared  with  a  standard  barometer.  Praise  is 
due  to  Mr.  Bull,  first  assistant  surveyor,  as  well  as  to  his  two  assistants, 
Messrs.  Ihrie  and  Snowden,  for  the  energy  displayed  in  conducting 
and  performing  their  portion  of  the  work.  Messrs.  Steinwehr  and 
Hippel  were  faithful  topographers  of  the  survey.  Mr.  Chandler  and 
his  assistant,  Mr.  Force,  devoted  themselves  with  the  utmost  zeal  and 
fidelity  to  the  meteorological  observations.  To  Mr.  Kettlewell  many 
thanks  are  due  for  invaluable  aid  in  astronomical  and  magnetic  obser\'a- 
tions.  At  three  points  on  the  Rio  del  Norte  more  extensive  series  of 
observations  have  been  made.  These  are  Presidio  de  San  Ehzario, 
about  twei  ty-five  miles  below  Paso  del  Norte;  Frontera,  seven  miles 
north  of  El" Paso,  and  the  "initial  point,"  in  latitude  32®  22',  near 
Dofia  Ana.  ^ 

At  each  of  these  stations  lunar  observations  for  longitude  have  oeen 
made  upon  a  meridian  transit,  and  the  latitude  has  been  determined  by 
means  of  a  transit  mounted  in  the  prirtle  vertical.  Mr.  Kettlewell,  be- 
sides his  labors  in  the  astronomical  department,  has  added  greatly  to 
the  interesting  series  of  magnetic  observations  conducted  by  Mr. 
Garner  at  Frontera. 

The  elaborate  meteorological  observations  conducted  by  Mr.  Chand- 
ler at  San  Elizario  will  form  an  acquisition  to  that  branch  of  science. 
Computations  of  all  the  astronomical,  magnetic,  and  meteorological  ob- 
servations are  now  in  rapid  progress  and  near  completion.  In  this  con- 
nexion, permit  me  to  speak  of  the  valuable  assistance  of  Messrs. 
O'Donognue,  Campbell,  Henning,  and  Crenion. 

By  the  energy  of  our  excellent  topographer,  Mr.  Von  Hippel,  aided 
by  his  promising  sub-assistants,  Messrs.  Wheaton  and  Snowden,  the 
survey  of  near  eight  hundred  miles,  from  Indianola  to  San  Elizario,  is 
nearly  completed  in  a  plot  (^f  one  inch  to  the  mile,  and  the  topography 
laid  down  upon  sheets.  Mr.  Hippel  reports  that  on  the  27th  instant 
this  work  will  be  accomplished. 

Mr.  Bull,  with  a  party,  has  returned  from  a  reconnaissance,  ria  Can- 
tonment Dawson,  at  the  Copper  Mines,  to  the  Rio  Gila;  but  a  report  of 
his  operations  has  not  \-et  been  received. 

The  working  season  is  now  opening,  and  we  are  prepared  to  con- 
tinue operations  upon  the  boundary  line  westward. 

According  to  your  desire,  as  expressed  in  your  official  communica- 
tion of  the  11th  instant,  two  parties  are  to  operate  upon  and  near  the 
Rio  Gila — one  upon  the  ndfth,  the  other  upon  the  south,  of  that  stream — 
from  the  nearest  point  accessible  from  Cantonment  Dawson  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  San  Pedro.  Instructions  to  the  assistants  conducting 
these  parties,  Messrs.  Bull  and  Thompson,  accompany  this  report. 
Their  operations  will  have  for  an  object  examinations  necessary  to  de- 
termine the  practicabiUty  of  a  road,  canal,  or  railway,  based  upon  the 
topographical  survey  of  the  river. 

Magnetic  and  meteorological  observ^ations  will  be  continued  at 
Frontera,  and  ar<!antoameutDu.\^soii, 
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The  main  force  of  the  commission  will  be  employed  in  delineating 
the  western  line  of  boundary  after  the  manner  deemed  best  to  combine 
rapidity  of  action  with  accurate  results. 

Parties  conducted  by  Messrs.  Kettlewell  and  Hippel  will  commence 
this  work  on  Monday  next,  in  conformity  with  the  plan  approved  by 
the  joint  commission,  and  no  effort  shall  be  spared  to  bring  it  to  a  satis- 
factory determination. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  add,  in  conclusion,  that,  notwithstanding  the  natu- 
ral talent  that  undoubtedly  exists  in  this  commission,  we  are  deficient 
in  experienced  oflScers  to  conduct,  and  in  disciplined  men  to  perform 
the  duties  of  detached  parties.  It  is  probable  that  this  deficiency  will 
be  less  felt  upon  the  arrival  of  the  officers  of  topographical  engineers, 
reported  to  have  been  ordered  hither  by  the  department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfull}',  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
Lieut.  T.  jE.,  Astronomer  and  Survcijoi'  V.  S,  and  M,  B.  C 
Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

Commissioner,  Spc, 


In  Camp,  neaiI  Initial  Point, 

Do^a  Ana,  April  26,  1851. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  the  spirit  of  the  "treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hi- 
dalgo," which  the  American  commissioner  is  directed  by  the  depart- 
ment to  follow,  you  will  please  conduct  a  party  for  operations  upon 
the  left  (south)  bank  of  the  Rio  Gila. 

To  the  party  at  present  under  your  command  will  be  attached  Geo. 
P.  Ihrie,  esq.,  and  his  assistant,  with  a  sextant,  artificial  horizon  of 
mercury,  and  chronometer,  for  the  asti^nomical  determination  of  points 
upon  the  route. 

The  surveying  and  reconnoitring  instruments  will  consist  of  goni- 
ometer, chain,  tape,  magnetic  compasses,  &c.  With  your  party  you 
will  obtain  conveyance  in  the  train  which  is  about  to  leave  this  place 
for  Cantonment  Dawson,  at  the  Copper  Mines,  and  there  you  will  make 
requisitions  u|)on  the  commissary  and  quartermaster  of  the  commission 
for  the  necessary  subsistence  and  transportation. 
•  You  will  then  proceed  without  delay  to  the  nearest  accessible  point 
upon  the  Rio  Gila.  This  point  should  be  determined  by  a  series  of 
astronomical  observations,  and  a  post  duly  marked  and  numbered 
should  be  firmly  erected  to  mark  the  spot  to  be  ir^kided  in  the  survey  ^ 
expected  to  be  performed  simultaneously  with  yoOT  own,  but  upon  the 
right  bank  of  the  river.  From  this  place  your  survey  will  commence, 
following  the  direction  of  the  stream  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  San 
Pedro,  which  flows  into  the  Gila,  according  to  Major  Emory's  map, 
from  the  southeast. 

The  basis  of  your  operations  will  be  the  line  of  the  survey  of  the 
river.  This  line  will  connect  the  astronomical  stations,  which  should  be 
numerous  as  may  be  without  greatly  impeding  the  rapidity  of  the  sur- 
vey. Angles  and  courses  will  be  measured  by  the  variovi?,  vx\&\k<^Aa. 
If^rhich  the  nature  of  the  country  will  readei  mo^X  cll^N^xa^^TiX.'asA^^'^'- 


240  S.  Doc.  119. 

rect.    The  distance  over  precipice  or  other  obstacle  not  easily  chained 
may  be  determined  by  a  nasty  triangulation. 

By  similar  means  you  will  obtain  points  upon  the  other  bank  of  the 
river,  so  as  to  be  able  to  determine  the  middle  of  the  river  Gila,  which, 
from  the  point  where  intersected  by  the  meridian,  three  degrees  west, 
becomes  the  boundary  line,  • 

You  will  also  please,  from  time  to  time,  take  angles  in  bearings  to 
distant  mountain  peaks  and  other  prominent  features  of  the  country,  to 
aid  in  plotting  the  notes  and  sketches  of  the  topography,  in  which  all 
distances  will  be  estimated  by  the  eye.  In  connexion  with  the  above, 
you  will  make  such  examinations  of  the  vicinity  of  the  Rio  Gila  as 
shall  determine  the  practicability  of  constructing  a  "road,  canal,  or  rail- 
way, which  shall,  in  whole  or  in  part,  run  upon  the  Rio  Gila,  or  upon 
its  left  bank,  within  one  marine  league  from  the  margin  of  the  river." 
Should  you,  however,  find  within  the  limits  specified  any  obstacle  which 
may  be  avoided  by  a  short  detour  upon  eithfer  bank  of  the  river,  you 
will  make  such  surveys  as  may  be  necessary  to  show  how  far  fix)m  the 
river  such  a  route  might  lead.  You  will  please  pay^  particular  regard 
to  the  astronomical  operations  connected  with  .the;  survey,  and  cause 
all  the  stations  to  be  so  marked  as  to  be  available  for  the  party  of  Mr. 
•  Bull  while  operating  upon  the  opposite  bank. 

Your  field-books  should  be  kept  in  the  most  h;cid  and  systematic 
manner,  with  copious  explanatory  notes.      '      *  ' 

Having  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  San  Pedro,  and  completed 
the  operations  with  which  you  are  charged,  please  report  for  further 
instructions. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
Lieut.  Top,  Eng.f  Astronomer  and  Surveyor  U.  S.  B.  C 

T.  Thompson,  Esq.,  ^ 

Assistant  Surveyor  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission. 


Initial  Point  Observatory,  Rio  Grande, 

'  April  26,  1861. 

Sir:  1  should  be  glad  to  receive  a  report  of  your  reconnaissance 
from  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  Rio  Gila  before  you  engage  upon  other 
duties ;  but  as  the  season  for  field-work  has  commenced,  and  as  a  train 
is  about  to  start  westward,  you  may  not  be  detained. 

You  will,  there^e,  please  repair  immediately  with  your  party,  via 
Cantonment  DawlR — ^where  your  requisitions  upon  the  quartermaster 
and  commissary  of  the  commission  will  obtain  tne  necessary  supplies 
and  transpoitation — to  the  nearest  accessible  point  upop  the  Rio  GUa, 
and  proceed  thence  with  a  survey  and  reconnaissance  upon  the  north 
(right)  bank  of  said  river  to  a  point  opposite  the  junction  of  Rio  San  Pe- 
dro. 

This  point  is  laid  down  upon  Metjor  Emory's  map  in  longitude  about 
111°  west  from  Greenwich.. 

You  will  include  in  your  txlaftigulation,  or  by  intersection  of  at  least 
two  magnetic  courses,  such  astxouomc^  ^omu  ^  may  be  determined 
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and  visibly  marked  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  Rio  Gila  by  Mr.  Ihrie  and 
his  assistants. 

The  objects  to  be  accomplished  by  your  survey  are  three-fold  ;  to 
determine  the  middle  of  the  Rio  Gila,  which,  from  its  intersection  with 
the  meridian,  three  (3°)  degrees  of  longitude  west  of  the  "initial  point," 
forms  the  boundary  between  the  two  repubUcs ;  to  obtain  a  topographi- 
cal sketch  of  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  the  river ;  and,  nnally,  to 
make  such  examinations  as  shall  determine  the  practicability  of  conir 
structing  a  road,  canal  or  railway  which  shall,  in  whole  or  in  part,  run 
upon  the  river  Gila,  or  upon  its  right  bank,  within  one  marine  league 
from  the  margin  of  the  river. 

Should  you,  however,  find  within  the  limits  specified,  any  obstacle 
which  may  be  avoided  by  a  short  detour  upon  either  bank  of  the  river, 
you  wiU  make  such  surveys  as  may  be  necessary  to  show  how  far  from 
the  river  such  a  route  might  lead. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  San  PjBdro,the  operations 
with  which  you  are  charged  being  completed,  you  will  please  report  for 
further  instructions. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE. 
Lieut.  Top.  Eng.j  Astronomer^  (Jtr;,  U.  S.  B.  C. 

JoHNi^uLL,  Esq., 

Ist  Assistant  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission. 


In  Camp,  xeab  the  Initial  Point, 

April  23,  1851. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  re- 
quires that  the  two  governments  shall  each  appoint  a  commissioner  and 
surveyor  to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  line  oetween  the  two  repubhcs. 
The  surveyor  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  has  not  arrived  ;  and 
having  received  no  advice  from  him,  it  is  impossible  to  conjecture 
when  he  will  be  here.  The  present  is  the  most  propitious  period  of  the 
year  for  field  duty ;  everything  is  in  readiness  for  continuing  the  opera- 
lions  connected  with  the  survey,  and  the  Mexican  commissioner  is  ur- 
gent to  have  the  business  proceeded  with. 

Under  these  circumstances,  being  unwilling  that  any  blame  should 
attach  to  the  United  States  by  a  delay  in  the  proceedings  of  the  joint 
commission,  I  have  thought  proper,  by  and  with  consent  of  the  Mexi- 
can commissioner,  to  designate  you  to  act  as  surveyor  during  the  tem- 
porary absence  of  A.  B.  Gray,  esq.  You  are  therefore  requested  to  be 
present  at  the  spot  fixed  upon  for  the  initial  point,  and  to  take  part  in 
the  ceremonies  as  acting  surveyor. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 
Commissioner  U.  S.  and  Mex.  Boundary  Com.^ 
Lieut.  A.  W.  Whipple,  U.  S.  Top.  Eng.^ 

Act.  Chief  Astron:  U.  S.  and  Mex.  Bound.  Com., 

In  Campi  near  the  Initial  Pointy  New  Mexico. 
16 
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QuARTERMASTER^S  OfFICE, 

United  States  and  Mexican  Boundary  Commission., 

Copper  Mines f  New  Mexico,  May  10,  1851* 

Sir  :  It  was  this  moment  reported  to  me  by  John  T.  Mankin,  esq., 
that  the  mechanics  had  refused  to  do  further  labor  except  at  their  reg- 
ular trades,  viz  :  John  Fitzpatrick,  saddle  and  harness-maker ;  James 
E.  Owens  and  C.  W.  Litchfield,  tailors ;  and  Madison  Gassaway, 
shoemaker ;  and  that  he  was  unable  to  work  further  on  the  house  now 
being  repaired  for  your  quarters,  for  the  want  of  some  one  to  assist  him ; 
at  the  same  time  he  remarked  that  if  the  other  mechanics  w^ere  dis- 
charged he  would  be  compelled  to  go  with  them. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MYER, 
Quartermaster  United  Stages  and 
Mexican  Boundary  Commission^ 

Hon,  John  R.  Bartlett, 

United  States  Commissioner^ 


Santa  Rita  Copper  Mines, 

New  Mexico,  May  10,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  moment  received  your  note  apprizing  me  that  five  of 
the  mechanics  attached  to  the  commission,  who  are  now  employed  in  re- 
pairing the  house  for  my  quarters,  **  had  refused  to  do  further  labor  ex- 
cept at  their  regular  trades." 

The  refusal  of  these  men  to  work,  when  several  have  for  months 
been  in  comparative  idleness,  surprises  me  much. 

They  were  employed  in  Washmgton  with  the  distinct  understand- 
ing that  they  should  do  any  work  required  by  the  commission,  whether 
at  their  regular  trades,  in  attending  the  surveying  parties  in  the 
field,  or  in  other  employments.  They  are  well  aware  of  this,  as  they 
must  have  known  that  the  boundary  commission,  embracing  one  hun- 
dred men,  (including  themselves,)  could  not  employ  twenty-five  me- 
chanics at  their  trades  exclusivelv. 

Such  being  the  determination  of  the  mechanics  named  in  your  letter, 
I  have  to  request  that  you  will  discharige  them  forthwith.  Their  ac- 
counts will  be  ready  on  Monday,  (the  12th,)  and  by  calling  at  the 
commissary's  ofl5ce  on  that  day  tliey  will  receive  the  amount  due 
them. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commitsioner, 

James  Myer,  Esq., 

CluartermaMer  United  States  and 

Mexican  Boundary  Commission. 


S.  Doc.  115.  243 


Colonel  Chrdham  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita, 

August  16,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  reported  to  the  department  on  the  1st  ultimo  my  arrival  at 
El  Paso  on  the  24th  of  June,  with  the  advance  of  Captam  French's 
military  escort  and  army  wagon  train.  That  letter  was  forwarded  by 
Captain  French,  who  left  El  Paso  about  the  8th  of  July,  on  hisVetum 
to  San  Antonio.  The  proceedings  of  the  United  States  commissioner 
and  myself  since  that  time  will  be  sufficiently  shown  by  the  accompa- 
nying correspondence  (numbered  from  1  to  30  inclusive)*  which  I  submit 
to  the  department.  It  shows  a  state  of  affairs  here  of  a  most  painful  char- 
acter. After  so  long  a  delay  in  going  on  with  the  surveys  of  the  bound- 
ary, involving  at  the  same  time  very  large  expenditures  of  money,  in 
consequence,  in  a  great  measure,  of  a  want  of  the  necessaiy  instruments 
on  our  part,  but  partly  from  other  causes,  it  was  to  have  been  hoped  that 
when  these  instruments  arrived,  a  spirit  of  energy  and  activity  would  be 
infused  in  the  scientific  corps,  and  that  every  thought  would  be  directed 
to  pushing  the  work  forward.  But  what  was  my  surprise  at  being  denied, 
at  the  outset,  by  the  United  States  commissioner,  the  position  assigned  me 
by  your  instructions  of  the  23d  of  October  last,  which  were  brought  to 
him  here  by  Mr.  Sanford  about  the  time  of  my  arrival  at  El  Paso.  The 
decided  course  taken  by  Mr.  Bartlett  on  this  point  caused  much  time, 
which  ought  to  have  been  spent  in  laboring  in  the  field,  to  be  taken  up 
in  the  discussions  which  unavoidably  followed.  The  result  will  be 
fiilly  seen  by  the  correspondence  which  accompanies  this  communica- 
tion. Previous  to  its  development,  hoping  it  would  have  a  different 
issue  from  what  has  taken  place,  I  took  every  step  in  my  power  to 
prepare  and  submit  to  the  United  States  commissioner  plans  tor  active 
operations  such  as  I  thought  best  calculated  to  secure  their  earliest 
completion,  and  in  regard  to  which  I  had  vainly  counted  on  his  hearty 
co-operation.  Perhaps  my  surprise  ought  now  to  be  the  less,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  rumors  which  prevailed  at  El  Paso  soon  after  my 
arrival  there,  that  the  commissioner  did  not  intend  to  receive  me  as 
your  instructions  required — that  he  considered  those  instructions  as  not 
binding  him  positively.  At  the  time,  I  treated  these  rumors  as  idle, 
and  not  worthy  of  notice.  Even  now  Mr.  Bartlett  holds  that  the  general 
instructions  he  received  from  your  predecessor  are  binding  on  hun, 
notwithstanding  the  more  recent  ones. 

There  seems  to  be  a  strange  inconsistency  here,  since  Mr.  Bartlett 
quotes  in  his  letter  to  me  of  the  4th  instant  that  part  of  your  instruc- 
tions to  him  of  March,  (the  11th,  I  think,)  which  says  he  has  been  en- 
joined "  to  reorganize  the  commission  at  once,  and  curtail  the  forde 
employed  to  the  lowest  possible  h'mit  consistent  with  a  proper  discharge 
df  the  business  connected  with  the  service." 

The  instructions  of  your  predecessor  were  issued,  if  I  mistake  not, 
at  a  time  when  it  was  believed  that  Congress  would  grant  appropri- 


*Thif  correspondence  will  be  found  on  aubiequent  ]^o^,  xi^m\M.n^  «m  ^vi^» 


S44  JS.  Doe.  119. 

# 

ations  upon  a  scale  so  liberal  as  to  allow  of  many  collateral  investiga- 
tions in  this  new  and  but  little  explored  country,  in  addition  to  the  mere 
work  for  running  and  marking  the  line.  But  Congress,  by  the  appro- 
priaA)n  bills  passed  after  Mr.  Bartlett  was  far  distant  from  the  seat  of 
government,  was  decided  in  discountenancing  any  expenditure  not 
necessary  for  the  absolute  running  and  marking  of  the  line,  &c.,  as 
specified  in  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty,  except  alone  the  exanoinations 
authorized  in  the  6th  article,  with  regard  to  ascertaining  the  practica- 
bihty  of  a  road,  canal,  or  railway  on  or  near  the  river  Gila. 

The  course  which  Mr.  Bartlett  thought  proper  to  pursue  on  the  6th 
instant,  cut  me  off  entirely  from  any  participation  with  him  in  the  re- 
organization of  the  scientific  corps.  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  the 
number  of  persons  attached  to  the  commission,  nor  of  ascertaining  the 
rates  of  compensation,  nor  the  expenses  of  the  present  organization.  It 
is  a  matter  which  he  has  taken  into  his  own  hands,  denying  me  all  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  and  of  course  I  cannot  be  in  any  way  respon- 
sible for  it.  He  never  answered  or  took  any  official  notice  of  my  letter 
to  him  of  the  9th  instant  in  regard  to  this  matter.  Wishing  to  concili- 
ate, in  every  possible  manner  consistent  with  a  proper  respect  for  the 
authority  of  your  department,  this  unfortunate  difference,  I  several 
times  sought  and  obtained  personal  interviews  with  Mr.  Bardett  at  his 
office.  On  the  11th  instant,  I  waited  on  him  in  person,  and  among 
other  subjects  I  urged  him  to  send  me  the  list  of  members  of  the  com- 
mission, with  their  stations  and  rates  of  pay  set  opposite  each  name, 
in  compliance  with  my  letter  on  that  subject  of  the  9th,  which  I  supposed, 
when  I  left  him,  he  intended  doing.  Instead  of  which,  however,  he 
sent  me,  under  the  same  envelope  with  his  letter  of  the  11th,  as  it  were 
in  derision  of  my  position,  the  paper  marked  No.  24,  which  is  in  his 
own  handwriting,  purporting  to  be  a  "  List  of  Members  of  the  Boun- 
dary Commission  attached  to  the  Surveying  and  Astronomical  Corps.** 
This  list,  it  will  be  seen,  is  neither  authenticated  by  his  signature  nor 
does  it  embrace  the  rates  of  compensation,  nor  but  a  very  small  portion 
.  of  the  persons  under  pay. 

Not  satisfied  with  this  paper,  and  supposing  the  commissioner  may, 
through  inadvertence,  have  misunderstood  my  wishes,  and  not  desiring 
myself  to  vex  this  question  by  too  much  correspondence  in  writing,  1 
requested  Lieutenant  Burnside  to  wait  on  him,  which  he  did  late  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  11th,  and  informed  him  that  the  paper  sent  was  not 
authenticated  with  his  signature,  nor  did  it  contain  all  the  information 
asked  for  by  my  letter  of  the  9th,  and  begging  him  to  send  the  informa- 
tion in  full.  The  commissioner  replied  to  Lieutenant  Burnside  that  the 
paper  he  had  already  sent  me  was  all  he  intended  to  send  me. 

He  had  already  authorized  or  allowed  Mr.  Gray  to  organize  and  lead 
off  into  a  separate  camp  all  the  members  of  the  surveying  corps  sta- 
tioned here. 

My  opinion  is,  that  the  organization  is  now  considerably  larger  apd 
more  expensive  than  it  need  be  for  all  the  duties  required  of  this  com- 
mission. 

The  department  will  no  doubt  be  informed  that  the  progress  of 
the  survey  on  the  Une  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Gila  was 
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arrested  under  a  protest  from  Mr.  Gray  in  the  latter  part  of  Jiily 
With  that  question  I  do  not  interfere,  as  its  decision  belongs  peculiarly 
to  the  joint  commission. 

It  may  be  proper,  however,  that  I  should  state  that  Mr.  Bartlett  con- 
sulted Lieutenant  Whipple,  the  acting  astronomer  at  the  time,  profes- 
sionally, in  December  last,  in  regard  to  the  point  fix)m  whence  the  line 
should  depart  from  the  Rio  Grande.  The  point  agreed  upon  is  about 
thirty-four  miles,  or  29'  ^6"  of  latitude  further  north  than  that  which 
would  have  beei  adopted  if  Mr.  Whipple's  opinion  had  prevailecL 
The  correspondence  on  that  subject  is  hereto  annexed,  (marked  E,  F, 
G.)  It  is  a  part  of  Lieutenant  Whipple's  official  correspondence, 
turned  over  to  me  when  I  reUeved  him  here. 

The  accompanying  hasty  sketch  (marked  A^  will  show  the  manner 
in  which  that  Une  was  bemg  traced  when  I  joined  the  commission. 
When  it  was  suspended,  under  the  protest  of  Mr.  Gray,  it  had  pro* 
gressed  as  far  upon  the  great  circle  (or  chord  in  projection  of  the  par- 
allel of  latitude^  as  the  point  marked  station  12---that  is  to  say,  about 
seventy-five  miles  west  of  the  Rio  Grande.  The  points  on  the 
curve,  however,  had  only  been  laid  down  as  far  as  the  point  marked 
station  8. 

A  triangulation  which  was  going  on,  in  order  to  determine  the  extent 
of  the  three  degrees  of  longitude  with  accuracy,  had  progressed  as  far 
as  the  same  point. 

I  hereto  attach,  also,  a  hasty  extract  from  the  treaty  map  of  Distur- 
nell,  of  1847,  showing  the  line  AB,  marked  as  the  southern  botnd- 
axy  of  New  Mexico,  and  the  Une  CD,  which  was  actually  being 
traced  as  the  boundary  when  its  progress  was  suspended  under 
the  protest,  making  a  difference  of  territory  of  about  5,950  square 
miles. 

Although  Mr.  Bartlett  designated  Lieutenant  Whipple  to  act  as  sur- 
veyor dunng  the  temporary  absence  of  A.  B,  Gray,  esq.,  it  was  not  until 
the  23d  of  April,  1851,  (see  H,)  after  the  initial  point  on  the  Rio  Grande 
had  be«n  agreed  upon  by  himself  and  the  Mexican  commissioner,  and 
the  astronomical  observations  were  all  completed  at  that  point.  Lieut. 
Whipple's  function  was  confined  to  the  mere  tracing  of  the  line  after  it 
bad  been  agreed  upon  by  the  two  commissioners.  He  had  no  voice 
whatever  in  the  deliberations  or  decision  as  to  the  position  of  that 
point. 

I  allude  to  these  circumstances,  sir,  to  show,  as  I  trust  it  will,  how 
important  it  was  that  I  should  not  surrender  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Bartlett,  on  his  demand — ^being,  as  it  was,  in  defiance  of  his  instructions 
from  you — ^the  responsible  position  to  which  you  had  assigned  me.  He 
undertook  to  repudiate  me  pubUcly  before  the  scientific  corps  as  its 
appointed  "head,"  and  then  demanded  that  I  should  surrender  the 
function  assigned  me  and  the  surveying  instruments  to  another.  I  did 
all  I  could  to  conciliate  this  Question ;  but  I  felt  it  a  point  of  sacred  duly 
not  to  compromise  the  President's  authority,  nor  to  allow  it  to  be  tam-> 
pered  with*  I  asked  myself  the  question.  If  I  surrendered  those  in- 
struments into  hands  that  might  direct  their  use  improperly,  would  I*. 
not  be  proving  recreant  to  my  duty?  I  weighed  the  matter  raa*&\. 
seriously  and  deliberately,  and  I  could  come  to  i^  o\!liei  co\x^\ii\o\i'^^:s)i. 
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that  it  was  my  duty  to  obey  t)ie  orders  given  to  me,  and  make  tbem 
the  criterion  of  my  conduct*  I  trust,  sir,  I  shall  meet  the  approbation 
of  the  President  and  yourself. 

I  have  served  my  country  faithfully  and  industriously  for  thirty-three 
years  amidst  vicissitudes  and  hardships  that  I  will  not  dwell  upon 
here ;  but  I  will  say,  the  most  painful  position  of  my  whole  life  is  that 
in  which  J.  R.  Baitlett,  esq..  United  States  commissioner,  has  placed 
me  on  this  occasion,  in  not  only  repudiating  publicly  the  oflBcial 
position  in  which  you  placed  me  by  authority  oi  the  President,  but 
m  declaring  that  that  position  was  in  violation  of  the  ti'eaty  stipu- 
lations. 

I  trust,  sir,  I  need  say  no  more.  T  throw  my  cause  into  the  hands  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  most  respectfully,  for  his  disposal, 
conscious  that  I  have  acted  from  a  single  motive — a  clear  sense  of 
duty. 

In  regard  to  matters  touching  the  commissariat,  I  must  leave  them, 
for  want  of  time  to  enter  into  details,  to  the  explanations  which  will 
be  made  by  Lieut.  Bumside,  an  officer  of  the  highest  honor  and  the 
highest  merit,*  in  whose  statements  the  most  implicit  confidence  may 
be  placed.    I  send  him  as  special  bearer  of  this  despatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lt.  CoLf  Head  of  the  Scientific  Corps,  ^t.y  Sft.,  ^. 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior^  4^.,  4*.,  Washington^  D.  C. 


E. 

« 

[Extract] 

El  Paso,  December  10,  1850. 

The  joint  commission  has  had  several  meetings,  the  last  yesterday. 
There  is  an  important  point  to  fix  by  the  astronomers,  which  makes  it 
necessary  that  I  should  see  you  as  soon  as  possible. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT. 
Lieut.  Whipple. 

True  extract: 

A.W.WHIPPLE, 
Lieutenant  U,  jS.  Tojxfgraphical  Engineers. 
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F. 

Hbadquarxers  U.  S«  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso^  (  Teaxuj)  December  12,  1850. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
my  opinion  regarding  that  portion  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo  which  refers  to  the  southern  and  western  boundary 
of  New  Mexico. 

Had  this  boundary  been  specified  by  a  reference  to  its  geographical 
position  upon  the  earth's  surface — ^being  defined  by  the  co-ordmates 
of  latitude  and  longitude — ^there  could  have  been  no  difference  of 
opinion  on  the  subject.  Boundaries,  when  definite,  are  always  marked 
upon  the  earth's  surface  by  natural  features,  such  as  mountains  or 
streams,  or  else  by  specific  lines  or  curves;  such  boundaHes  whsn 
projected  upon  a  map  are  easily  understood. 

But  the  map  of  Distumell — ^referred  to  by  the  treaty  as  that  to  be 
followed  in  marking  the  southern  and  western  boundaries  of  New 
Mexico — ^represents  them  by  irregularly  waving  hues. 

The  inference  is  plain  that  tneir  position  upon  the  earth's  surface 
was  never  determined ;  but  that,  when  the  limits  of  New  Mexico  were 
agreed  upon,  the  intention  was  to  include  within  them  (north  of  the 
town  of  El  Paso  and  between  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte  and  the  waters 
of  the  Rio  Gila)  a  portion  of  territory  equal,  as  neaiiy  as  possible,  to 
that  within  the  waving  lines  upon  the  map. 

The  intentions  of  the  framers  of  the  treaty  being  understood,  it  re- 
mains only  for  the  commissioners  to  agree  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
those  intentions  shall  be  carried  into  effect.  The  lines  of  latitude  and 
longitude,  not  being  referred  to  in  the  treaty,  should  not  be  followed 
upon  the  map;  particularly  as,  from  the  inaccuracy  with  which  the 
Rio  Grande  is  laid  down  in  longitude,  the  designs  of  the  framers  of  the 
treaty  would  thereby  be  frustrated. 

But  Paso,  being  a  point  of  reference  in  the  treaty,  should  not  be 
overlooked;  and  the  distance  of  the  hne  north  of  it  was  intended  to 
be  represented  upon  the  map.  From  the  starting  point  on  the  Rio 
Orande,  to  mark  a  line  due  west  three  degrees  of  longitude,  thence 
due  north  to  the  point  where  the  hne  intersects  the  Rio  Gila,  appears 
to  me  as  strict  a  construction  of  the  treaty  as  it  is  practicable  to  mark 
upon  th^  ground* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE. 
Lieut.  U.  S.  Topo.  Eng*8j  Astronomer  and  T.  E.  U.  S.  B.  C. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Boundary  ConCmUnoner,  ^.,  ^. 

True  copy : 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 

LieuienaMl  XJ»  S.  Topographical  Engineers. 
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G. 

[Extracts.]     * 

Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Pasoj  December  30,  1850. 

Dear  Snt:  •  •  •  •  •    Your  opinion 

as  to  the  understanding  of  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  relating  to  the 
boundary  was  received  by  Mr.  Chandler,  and  shall  be  filed  with  the 
journals  of  the  commission. 

Tours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Cammwioner^ 
'  Lieut.  A.  W.  Whipple, 

U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers  and 

Astronmner  U.  S,  Boundary  Commissum. 

•  •  •  ••#  •  • 

P.  S.-^At  the  time  I  reouested  your  opinion  on  the  5th  article  of  the 
treaty,  I  was  fearful  that  the  position  which  I  took  at  the  first  meeting 
of  the  joint  commission,  in  which  I  claimed  the  entire  length  or  the 
"  whole  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico,**  according  to  Distumell's 
map,  amounting  to  three  degrees,  and  which  I  insisted  on  at  every 
subsequent  meeting,  might  not  be  acceded  to,  and  that  we  should  be 
unable  to  agree. 

In  that  case  I  was  desirous  that  my  position  should,  if  possible,  be 
sustained  by  you.  But  I  observed  that  if  we  should  agree,  it  would  be 
unnecessary. 

As  we  have  now  mutually  agreed,  and  my  original  position  and 
claim  has  been  fully  acceded  to  by  the  commission  on  the  part  of 
Mexico,  this  opinion  will  be  of  no  use.  Yet,  that  it  may  be  shown  in 
the  future  history  of  the  joint  commission  that  your  opinion  fully 
coincided  with  mine,  I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  placing  it  on  file 
with  the  records  of  the  joint  commission. 

J.  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissiemer. 

True  extracts : 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
Lieut.  U.  S.  Topographical  Etigineen* 
December  30, 1850. 


H^ 

Is  Camp,  near  the  Initial  Point, 

New  Mexico^  April  23,  1851. 

Sir:  The  5th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  requires 

that  the  two  governments  shall  each  appoint  a  commissioner  and  a 

surveyor  to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  line  between  the  two  republics. 

The  surveyor  in  behalf  of  l\ie  \3ivvled  States  has  not  ar^ved,  and 

having  received  no  advice  &om  Yftm,\l  \s  im^^i^^  xac:<»\>^\.\M:«  when 
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he  will  be  here.  The  present  is  the  most  propitious  period  of  the  year 
for  field  duty :  everything  is  in  readiness  tor  the  continuing  the  opera- 
tions connected  with  the  survey,  and  the  Mexican  commissioner  is 
urgent  to  have  the  business  proceeded  with.  Under  the  circumstances, 
unwilling  that  any  blame  should  attach  to  the  United  States  by  a  delay 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  joint  commission,  I  have  thought  proper,  by 
and  with  consent  of  the  Mexican  commissioner,  to  designate  you  to 
act  as  surveyor  during  the  temporary  absence  of  A.  B.  Gray,  esq. 
You  are  therefore  requested  to  be  present  to-morrow  at  the  spot  fixed 
upon  for  the  establishment  of  the  initial  point,  and  take  part  in  th^ 
ceremonies  as  acting  surveyor. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 
Commissioner  U.  S,  and  Mexican  Boundary  Commission* 
Lieut.  A.  W.  Whipple, 

Z7.  5.  Top.  En^nee7'Sf  acting  Chief  Astr(fr  U.  S.  and  Mex. 
B.  Comny  in  camp  near  the  Initial  Pointy  Mew  Mexico, 

True  copy: 

A.W.WHIPPLE, 

United  States  Topographical  Engineers. 
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List  of  Documents  sent  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior^  July  8,  1851« 

John  Bull,  1st  assistant  surveyor,  to  John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner, 
relating  to  the  examination  and  survey  of  the  Gila,  &c.;  June  17,  1851. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Bigelow  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  on  the  tendency 
to  scurvy  at  the  Copper  Mines;  June  19,  1851. 

James  Myer,  quartermaster,  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  on  the 
necessity  of  furnishing  corn  to  the  animals,  and  his  report  after  pro- 
viding the  same;  June  20,  1851. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner, 
announcing  his  arrival  at  El  Paso,  and  desires  the  commissioner  to  meet 
him  there;  Frontera,  June  26,  1851. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham, 
in  reply;  Copper  Mines,  July  1,  1851. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  to  John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  re- 
signing his  place  as  acting  chief  astronomer  and  surveyor ;  June  2, 
1851. 

A.  B.  Gray,  principal  surveyor,  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  re- 
porting his  arrival  at  El  Paso  del  Norte  ;  June  26,  1851. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Craig, 
requesting  him  to  arrest  certain  persons  having  a  female  captive,  mules, 
&c.,  purchased  by  them  of  the  Indians;  Santa  Rita,  June  27,  1851. 

Same  to  General  Pedro  Garcia  Cond6,  stating  that  he  had  secured 
the  captive  and  property;  June  28,  1851. 

Same  to  Peter  Blacklaws,  commaQ4ing  the  party  having  the  female 
captive  and  property  in  their  possession;  June  30,  1851. 

Same  to  General  Pedro  Garcia  Cond^,  reporting  his  decision  relative 
to  the  female  and  the  two  male  captives,  the  horses,  and  mules ;  July 
2,  1851. 


,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre, 

June  17,  1851. 

Sir:  On  the  11th  day  of  May  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from 
Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  topographical  engineers,  astronomer  and 
surveyor.  United  States  boundary  commission,  a  letter  of  instructions, 
dated  April  26,  1851,  concerning  a  survey  and  reconnaissance  upon  the 
north  (right)  bank  of  the  Rio  Gila,  from  near  the  initial  point  on  the 
river  to  the  mouth  of  the  San  Pedro,  from  which  I  take  the  following 
extract,  viz: 

"You  will  include  in  your  triangulations,  or  by  intersection  of  at 
least  two  magnetic  courses,  such  astronomical  points  as  may  be  deter- 
mined and  visibly  marked  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  Rio  Gila  by  Mn 
Ihrie  and  his  assistants. 

"  The  objects  to  be  accomplished  by  your  sur\'ey  are  three-fold :  To 

determine  the  middle  of  the  Rio  Gila,  which,  from  its  intersection  with 

the  meridian,  three  degrees  (3°)  of  longitude  west  of  the  initial  point, 

forms  the  boundary  between  the  two  republics;  to  obtain  a  topograph- 

ical  sketch  of  the  country  in  iVie  \Vc\mv5  o?  xiv^  ivver  \  and,  finally,  to 
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make  such  examinations  as  shall  determine  the  practicability  of  con<» 
structing  a  road,  canal,  or  railway,  which  shall,  in  whole  or  in  part,  nm 
upon  the  river  Gila,  or  upon  its  right  bank,  within  one  marine  league 
from  the  margin  of  the  river. 

"  Should  you,  however,  find  within  the  limits  specified  any  obstacle 
which  may  be  avoided  by  a  short  detour,  upon  either  bank  oi  the  river, 
you  will  make  such  surveys  as  may  be  necessary  to  show  how  far  fi'om 
the  river  such  a  route  might  lead." 

The  foregoing  is  the  entire  substance  of  the  above-mentioned  letter 
of  instructions,  that  pertains  to  the  nature  of  the  work  with  which  I  am 
therein  charged,  and  I  beg  leave,  in  connexion  with  these  instructions, 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  character  and  importance  of  this  survey, 
as  expressed  in  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  and  to  the  means 
placed  in  my  hands  for  its  accomplishment. 

The  fifth  (5th)  article  of  the  treaty  gives  with  minute  precision  a 
description  of  the  boundary  line,  from  a  point  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
thre^  leagues  from  land,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  or  op- 
posite the  mouth  of  the  deepest  branch,  if  it  should  have  more  than  one 
Dranch  emptying  directly  into  the  sea,  and  following  the  middle  of  the 
river,  or  in  the  middle  of  the  deepest  channel  when  it  has  more  than  one, 
to  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico;  thence  along  the  boundary 
of  New  Mexico,  as  determined  by  a  certain  map  published  by  J.  Dis- 
tumdl,  to  the  middle  of  the  Rio  Gila,  or  to  tne  middle  of  the  first 
branch  of  that  river  which  may  intersect  the  said  boundaries;  thence 
down  the  middle  of  the  said  branch,  and  of  the  said  river,  until  it 
empties  into  the  Rio  Colorado;  thence  following  the  division  line  be- 
tween Upper  and  Lower  California,  to  the  Pacific  ocean. 

The  boundary  line,  therefore,  extends  from  a  point  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  to  a  point  on  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  is  two-fold  in  its  charac- 
ter, certain  portions  of  it  being  imaginary,  and  subject  to  the  determi- 
nation of  the  commissioners  and  surveyors  of  the  republics  of  the 
United  States  and  Mexico;  and  other  portions  of  it  natural^  being 
composed  of  the  rivers  Bravo  del  Norte  and  Gila. 

The  aforesaid  article  of  the  treaty,  after  specifying,  as  above,  what 
constitutes  the  boundary,  goes  on  to  determine  how  it  shall  be  estab- 
lished by  the  respective  commissioners  and  surveyors.  It  requires 
that  the  boundary  line  shall  be  run  and  marked,  in  its  whole  course  from 
the  point  on  the  Pacljic  ocean  to  the  mouth  oj  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte;  that 
journals  and  plans  shall  be  kept  and  made  out,  and  that  the  result 
agreed  upon  by  the  commissioners  and  survej'ors  shall  be  deemed  a 
part  of  the  treaty,  &c. 

Nothing  further  is  contained  in  the  treaty,  having  reference  to  the  de- 
termination and  survey  of  the  said  boundary  line,  or  to  any  other  sur- 
vey or  scientific  exanrination  connected  therewith,  beyond  what  is 
found  in  the  last  paragraph  of  the  sixth  article,  which  reads  as  follows : 

'*  If,  by  the  examination  which  may  be  made,  it  should  be  ascertained  to 
be  practicable  and  advantageous  to  construct  a  road,  canal,  or  railway 
which  should,  in  whole  or  in  part,  run  upon  the  river  Gila,  or  upon  its 
right  or  its  left  bank,  within  the  space  of  one  marine  league  from  either 
margin  of  the  river,  the  governments  of  both  republics  will  form  an 
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agreement  regarding  its  construction,  in  order  that  it  may  servd 
equally  for  the  use  and  advantage  of  both  countries." 

Looking,  then,  to  the  specification  of  the  treaty,  to  determine  the  du- 
ties of  the  respective  commissioners  and  surveyors  of  the  two  repub* 
lies,  it  is  manifest,  and  beyond  all  argument,  that  the  primary  object  to 
be  accompUshed  by  them  is,  t6  establish^  ruuj  and  mark  the  boundary  line 
in  its  whole  cowse^  from  the  port  of  San  Diego  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Bravo  del  Norte,  and  to  keep  such  notes  and  make  such  maps,  to 
be  placed  in  the  archives  of  the  respective  governments,  as  will  enable 
said  governments,  in  all  future  time,  to  determine  the  precise  position 
of  the  lines  (both  its  imaginary  and  natural  portions)  as  it  shall  now  be 
agreed  upon  by  their  commissioners  and  surveyors.  The  secondary 
object  is,  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  constructing  a  road,  canal,  or 
railway  upon  a  belt  of  land  two  leagues  in  width,  in  the  middle  of 
which  runs  the  river  Gila.  Even  sUght  attention  to  the  language  of  the 
treaty  shows  that  the  information  contemplated  by  the  sixth  article  wad 
regarded  as  incidental  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  required  by  the 
fifth  article,  and  not  of  paramount  or  even  considerable  importance, 
in  comparison  therewith. 

I  now  take  the  Uberty  of  asking  your  attention  to  a  few  considera- 
tions upon  the  relative  magnitude  and  importance,  and  the  manner  of 
running  and  marking  the  different  portions  of  the  boundary  linej  that 
is,  those  portions  which  are  imaginary  as  distinguished  from  those  which 
are  natural.  The  imaginary  boundary  is  divided  into  two  sections — ^ 
one  extending  from  a  point  on  the  Pacific,  near  the  port  of  San  Die^, 
to  the  junction  of  the  rivers  Colorado  and  Gila;  the  other  from  a  point 
on  the  Rio  Grande,  at  thirty-two  degrees  and  twenty-two  minutes 
(32°  22')  north  latitude,  to  a  point  in  the  same  parallel  of  latitude  three 
degrees  (3°)  of  longitude  west  from  the  said  Rio  Grande,  and  thence 
north  to  the  Rio  Gila.  From  the  best  information  we  have,  the  aggre- 
gate length  of  these  sections  will  not  exceed  three  hundred  (300)  miles. 
Both  of  them  pass  over  an  uninhabited,  and  I  may  literally  add,  an 
uninhabitable  country,  destitute  of  wood  and  water,  and  generally  sd 
inhospitable  as  to  preclude  the  possibiUty  of  settlement.  The  western 
section  has  already  (it  is  fair  to  presume)  been  run  and  marked,  and 
is  therefore  not  to  be  taken  into  consideration  as  among  the  objects  to 
be  accompUshed  by  the  present  commission.  The  eastern  section,  ex- 
tending from  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  Gila,  is  now  being  run  and  marked 
in  the  most  scientific  manner,  and  with  the  best  means  at  the  disposal 
of  the  commission. 

The  natural  portions  of  the  boundary  line  are  composed  of  the  Rio 
Bravo  del  Norte,  from  the  initial  point  at  thirty-two  degrees  twenty-two 
minutes  (32°  22')  of  north  latitude,  to  its  mouth  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  the  Rio  Gila  from  its  junction  with  the  Colorado  to  the  initial 
point,  a  distance  of  not  less  than  four  hundred  and  fifty  (450)  miles 
towards  its  source.  The  aggregate  length  of  the  portions  of  these 
rivers  that  constitute  the  boundary,  will  exceed  sixteen  hundred  (1,600) 
miles.  They  pass  through  fertile  and  well  timbered  valleys  nearly 
the  entire  distance;  and  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  their  alluvial  ana 
highly  productive  bottoms  constitute  almost  the  entire  land  capable  of 
cultivation  J  and  the  support  of  a  population  tKot  can  \>e  jbu-nd  yaithin  an  area 
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looter  one  hundred  thousand  square  miles,  and  extending  nearly  from  one 
ocean  to  the  other;  they  will  eventually  constitute  the  boundaries  in 
innumerable  private  title-deeds,  and  will  be  the  limits  of  civil,  ecclesi- 
astical and  political  jurisdiction,  in  a  densely  populated  section  of  the 
country.  But  these  rivers  which  seem  to  be  of  such  importance  to 
this  extensive  region  are  subject  to  continual  changes,  and  perhaps  no 
river  on  the  northwestern  hemisphere  is  more  variable  in  its  channel 
than  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte.  The  highly  cultivated  and  beautiful 
valley  lying  along  the  river  and  between  the  towns  of  El  Paso  and 
San  Elizario  has  well  nigh  passed  from  the  United  States  into  Mexico, 
under  your  own  observation  and  within  the  few  months  of  your  resi- 
dence near  the  former  place.  While  the  imaginary  boundary  can 
never,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  country  through  which  it  passes, 
become  a  matter  of  dispute,  it  requires  no  prophetic  vision  to  foresee 
interminable  litigation,  growing  out  of  the  failure  of  the  respective  com- 
missions to  run  and  mark  these  rivers  in  the  most  scientific  and  per- 
manent manner.  They  require  numerous  and  enduring  monuments, 
on  account  of  their  liability  to  change,  and  because  their  present  posi- 
tion cannot  (like  the  imaginary  bounoary)  be  at  any  time  recovered  from 
maps  and  records  only.  The  importance,  therefore,  of  these  natural 
boundaries,  and  the  necessity  of  running  and  marking  them  in  the  most 
scientific,  accurate  and  permanent  manner,  is  so  apparent,  that  I  respect- 
fully submit,  whether  the  best  means,  the  best  abilities,  and  the  best 
energies  of  your  commission  should  not  be  devoted  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  end,  and  whether  the  object  contemplated  in  the  treaty 
vrill  be  gained  without  running  and  marking  the  boundary  *'in  its  wfme 
coursc^^  from  the  Pacific  ocean  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  in  a  manner  to 
render  it  practically  useful  and  enduring. 

And  permit  me  to  hope  that  the  obscurity  with  which  I  may  have 
clothed  this  subject  will  not  prevent  its  receiving  your  careftil  attention, 
for  I  am  well  persuaded  that  it  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  merit  it 
at  your  hands. 

I  come  now  briefly  to  connect  the  foregoing  remarks  with  Lieutenant 
Whipple's  letter  of  instructions  of  the  26th  April,  ultimo.  By  that 
letter  I  am  required  to  determine  the  middle  of  the  Rio  Gila — ^to  take 
a  topographical  sketch  of  the  country — to  ascertain  its  practicability 
for  the  construction  of  a  road,  canal  or  railway,  and  to  verify  my  work, 
and  mark  it  upon  the  grounds,  by  connecting  it  with  the  observations 
made  by  the  party  under  Thomas  Thompson,  esq. 

I  have  simply  to  slate  that  the  instruments  and  means  placed  in  my 
hands  are  inadequate  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  work  in  the  man- 
ner indicated  by  the  foregoing  remarks,  or  as  I  should  be  glad  to  un- 
dertake to  do  it ;  and  while  it  is  not  my  intention  to  decline  to  obey  my 
instructions  as  well  and  faithfully  as  I  can  with  the  instruments  and 
means  at  my  disposal,  I  do  nevertheless,  in  the  most  determined  and 
unqualified  manner,  protest  against  their  imperfection  and  deficiency. 

But  I  should  perhaps  feel  thankful  for  the  order  to  connect  my  fine 
with  the  observations  made  by  the  party  in  charge  of  Mr.  Thompson, 
as  their  superior  instruments)  and  the  well  known  and  ackno\^ledged 
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professional  skill  and  experience  of  those  gentlemen,  will  become  a 
complete  verification  and  guarantee  of  the  correctness  of  ray  own. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BULL, 
First  Assistant  Surveyor,  U*  S.  B.  C. 
Hoii«  John  R,  Bartlett, 

Commissioner,  U.  S.  B.  C 


Medical  Dep't  U.  S.  and  M.  Bovndary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  Copper  Mines,  June  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  extreme  difficulty  you  will  have  in  keeping  the  men  you 
have  engaged  on  the  line  in  a  healthy  state,  exposed  as  they  will  be  to 
hardships  and  privations,  and  situated  as  you  must  necessarily  be,  from 
all  the  ordinary  sources  of  proper  supplies,  is  my  license  for  address- 
ing you  this  note. 

Independent  of  the  privation  of  a  certain  amount  of  fresh  and  suc- 
culent diet,  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  a  healthy  state  of  the 
blood,  there  appears  to  exist  a  strong  predisposition  to  scorbutic  dis- 
eases in  this  climate.  Whether  this  tendency  arises  from  pecu- 
liarity of  soil  or  climate,  or  both  conjoined,  is  more  than  I  am  able  to 
say.  But  from  the  knowledge  and  experience  I  have  had  with  the 
members  of  the  commission,  and  of  the  escort  under  Colonel  Craig,  ac- 
companying us,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  predisposition  to  attacks  of  this 
disease  is  much  stronger  here  than  it  is  in  the  eastern  portions  of  the 
United  States.  Although  the  members  of  the  commission  suffered  less 
than  the  escort  under  Colonel  Craig,  among  whom  it  was  very  mani- 
fest, twelve  or  fifteen  cases  have  occurred,  in  the  course  of  nine  months, 
in  a  command  of  eighty  men;  yet  in  the  survey  of  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, from  about  the  15ih  February  to  near  15th  May,  two  manifest 
cases  occurred  in  a  party  of  fifteen  men.  They  were  a  good  deal  ex- 
posed to  fatigue  and  moisture  in  surveying  and  traversing  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  their  means  of  obtaining  fresh  provisions  were  also  limited 
to  a  very  considerable  degree. 

Dr.  Stone,  surgeon  of  the  military  post  at  Franklin,  near  El  Paso, 
informed  me  that  citizens  of  El  Paso  who  belonged  to  the  more  ele- 
vated rank  of  society,  and  consequently  had  it  in  their  power  to  supply 
themselves  with  such  a  diet  as  was  required  by  their  necessities,  were 
subject  to  fatal  attacks  of  this  disease. 

That  scurvy  is  eminently  a  blood  disease,  in  which  the  blood  is 
starved  of  some  of  its  essential  ingredients,  and  which  is  supplied  to 
it  by  the  use  of  such  a  diet  as  we  have  spoken  of,  is  so  geneially  re- 
ceived and  adopted  by  the  profession,  that  I  dare  not,  with  my  linnted 
means  of  observation,  gainsay  it.  Salts,  of  which  potash  and  lime  are 
bases,  are,  no  doubt,  absolutely  necessary  to  a  healthy  state  of  the 
blood.  So,  also,  some  of  the  organic  acids,  such  as  citric,  malic,  and 
tartaric,  are  equally  necessary  to  form  them.  It  is  more  generally  be- 
lieved that  the  acid  constituents  of  these  salts  are  only  necessary  in  the 
bJood  to  prevent  the  appearance  of  scurvy ;  but  why,  I  do  not  know. 
Because f  if  the  theory  be  true  tbal  t\«  ^^olo^cal  state  of  the  blood 
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depends  upon  a  deficiency  of  these  salts,  then  a  Want  or  deficiency  of 
either  of  tneir  constituents  will  equally  account  for  thefr  disappearance 
in  the  blood. 

According  to  Dr.  Watson,  raw  potatoes  have  long  been  in  good 
repute,  both  for  the  cure  and  prevention  of  the  scurvy;  and  Dr.  Baly 
has  made  the  discovery  that  they  are  equally  effective  when  cooked 
and  made  palatable  as  when  used  in  their  raw  state.  He  believes  that 
three  to  six  pounds,  weekly,  to  a  person,  would  be  sufficient  to  prevent 
the  disease.  He  accounts  for  their  salutary  influence  in  the  following 
manner:  "  A  glance  at  the  chemical  analysis  of  the  potato  at  once  ex- 
plains (the  theory  of)  its  anti-scorbutic  virtue.  The  various  fruits, 
succulent  roots,  and  herbs,  which  have  the  property  of  preventing  and 
curing  scurvy,  all  contain,  dissolved  in  their  juices,  one  or  more  organic 
acids,  such  as  citric,  malic,  and  tartaric. 

"  Sometimes  these  exist  in  a  free  state,  but  more  generally  they  are 
combined  with  potash  or  lime,  or  both  these  bases.  Now,  potatoes 
have  been  submitted  to  most  elaborate  chemical  analysis,  by  Einhoff" 
and  Vanguelin;  and  by  both  these  chemists  they  have  been  found  to 
contain  a  vegetable  acid  in  considerable  quantity.  According  to  Ein- 
hoff^  this  acid  is  the  tartaric,  combined  with  potash  and  Ume.  Accord- 
ing to  Vanguelin,  it  is  the  citric,  partly  in  combination  with  those  bases, 
and  partly  in  the  free  state. 

"  The  farinaceous  seeds,  as  wheat,  barley,  oats,  and  rye,  which  are 
destitute  of  the  anti-scorbutic  property,  contain  no  organic  or  vegetable 
acid." 

I  am  not  aware  that  an  analj'sis  of  the  soil  in  this  region  has  ever 
been  made,  but  the  bitter,  resinous,  and  astringent  properties  of  nearly 
the  whole  vegetable  kingdom  indicate  the  absence  of  those  bases,  as 
well  as  of  the  organic  acids. 

The  cactus  family  and  the  agave  plant,  so  indispensable  to  human 
existence  in  this  country,  independent  of  foreign  supply,  in  the  various 
forms  of  mezcaly  are  almost  the  only  exceptions  I  know  to  this  law. 
Whether  the  extieme  aridity  of  the  atmosphere  has  any  influence  in 
causing  the  disease,  or  aggravating  it  when  caused  by  a  want  of  proper 
food,  I  am  unable  to  say. 

That  yourself  and  Colonel  Craig  would  be  justified  in  procuring  such 
means,  at  almost  any  expense,  as  would  prevent  the  ravages  of  this 
horrible  disease,  the  known  liberality,  charity,  and  humanity  of  the 
people  and  government  of  the  United  States  forbid  us  to  doubt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  BIGELOW, 
Surgeon  U.  S.  and  M,  Boundary  Commi^ion. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

U*  5.  Commissioner, 


quartermaster^s  department, 
United  States  and  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Cojiper  Minesy  New  Mexico,  June  20,  1861. 

Sir:    In  accordance  with  your  orders  and  instructions  of  date  13th 
ultimoi  I  proceeded  to  Yanosi  Corralitas,  and  Baci^dx^^^  ^^^<c.o^  ^^ 
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latter  place  about  four  miles  south  of  Corralitas,  with  nine  wagons  and 
teams,  for  tlie  purchase  of  corn,  twenty-five  pack-mules  and  thirty-five 
pack-saddles. 

I  have  the  honor  this  day  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  place  of  the  train 
of  wsigons  with  corn,  twenty-one  pack-mules  with  saddles  complete, 
after  an  absence  of  thirty-eight  days. 

I  made  purchase  of  corn  m  Barranca,  and  contracted,  immediately 
on  my  arrival  at  Corralitas,  for  twenty-five  pack-mules,  at  the  time  in 
Sonora,  to  be  deUvered  to  me  on  their  arrival  at  Corralitas.  Their  daily 
anticipated  arrival  detained  me  from  the  21st  of  May  to  the  10th  June, 
being  the  only  pack-mules  and  pack-saddles  that  I  could  obtain  in 
that  section  of  country ;  this  being  the  case,  I  was  compelled  firom  ne- 
cessity to  wait  their  arrival  or  return  without  them.  The  extra  pack- 
saddles,  as  directed  by  you,  could  not  be  obtained  in  the  country; 
neither  could  I  contract  at  any  price  for  the  delivery  of  one  or  two  hun- 
dred fanegas  of  corn  at  Yanos  or  this  place,  at  any  price  to  be  named 
reasonable,  as  it  is  not  in  the  country  at  this  time.  No  contracts  could 
be  closed  for  the  delivery  of  com  until  the  new  crop  comes  in,  in  Octo- 
ber or  November  next. 

The  three  drafts,  Nos.  279,  280,  281,  of  date  May  9th,  1851,  drawn 
by  you  in  my  favor  on  Messrs.  Chubb  &  Schenck,  Washington,  D.  C, 
ana  made  payable  at  the  office  of  Messrs.  James  Robb  &  Co.,  New 
Orleans,  two  for  five  hundred  dollars  each  and  one  for  one  thousand 
dollars;  and  also  two  drafts  dated  May  14th,  1851,  drawn  by  you  on 
Mr.  James  W.  Magoffin,  El  Paso,  Texas,  payable  to  my  order  ninety 
days  after  date,  each  for  five  hundred  dollars — making  in  all  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars,  which  was  given  me  by  you  for  the  purchase  of 
corn,  pack-mules,  &c. — ^I  was  unable  to  negotiate  in  that  country,  and 
am  obliged  to  return  them,  and  ask  in  Heu  thereof  specie  funds  to  meet 
the  payments  of  the  purchases  due  on  the  16th  of  July  next,  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  Hugh  Stevenson,  El  Paso,  Texas.  I  was  compelled  to  make  all 
of  my  negotiations  through  Mr.  Lewis  Flotte,  proprietor  of  the  hacienda 
at  Barranca,  for  the  payment  of  the  corn,  pack-mules,  &c.,  and  I  here 
acknowledge  to  him  my  obUgations  for  favors  and  kindness  bestowed, 
without  which  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  procured  the  com, 
pack-mules,  &c.  In  conseauence  ot  which,  I  am  positively  compro- 
mised to  place  the  funds  in  tne  hands  of  Mr.  H.  Stevenson  by  that  date. 

I  require  on  the  30th  June  instant,  the  close  of  the  present  fiscal  year, 
two  thousand  dollars  for  remuneration  of  services  of  teamsters,  herders, 
laborers  and  arrieros,  now  in  the  service  of  this  department,  whose  pay 
is  due  from  the  31st  March,  1851,  and  for  the  closing  of  all  other  ac- 
counts of  contingent  expenses  to  that  date.  It  will  be  out  of  my 
power  to  pay  these  men  in  other  than  specie  funds ;  and  in  order  to  make 
my  returns  and  terminate  the  fiscal  year,  the  pay-roll  should  be  closed 
and  signed  by  each  person  in  the  service  of  the  department. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

JAMES  MYER, 

Quartermaster. 

Hon.  J.  R*  Bartlett, 

U*  S.  Commissioner. 
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Station  11,  Boundary  Link  West, 

June  29y  1851. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham,  head  of  scientific  corps,  &c.,  &c., 
and  Andrew  B.  Gray,  esq.,  surveyor,  having  arrived  at  El  Paso,  my 
services  are  no  longer  necessary  to  the  commission ;  and  I  hereby  ten- 
der the  resignation  of  my  appointments  of  principal  astronomer  ad  itir 
terim  and  acting  surveyor  dunng  the  absence  of  Mr.  Gray. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE. 
Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

Z7.  S,  Boundary  Commissioner^  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre. 


.  -      .  ■  •      -* 

Fronts  RA,  June  26,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  at  the 
military  post  of  El  Paso  del  Norte  on  the  24th  instant,  with  the  instru- 
ments for  running  and  marking  the  boundary  line  under  the  treaty  with 
Mexico.  I  have  had  these  instruments  stored  here  to-day,  ready  for 
issuing  to  the  surveying  parties  so  soon  as  the  reorganization  of  the 
scientific  corps  can  be  made  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Department  of  the  Interior. 

Understanding  at  El  Paso  that  you  were  expected  there  in  a  few  days,. 
I  have  thought  it  best  to  await  your  arrival,  and  hope  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  you  soon. 

I  have  sent  instructions  to  Lieutenant  Whipple  to  proceed  to  this 
place  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  as  I  think  his  presence  very 
necessary  before  we  proceed  with  the  organization. 

I  have  several  packages  and  letters  for  you,  which  I  will  have  die- 
pleasure  to  deliver  on  meeting  you  here.  They  are  so  distributed: 
amongst  the  various  boxes  of  instruments  that  I  cannot  at  this  hasty 
moment  lay  my  hands  upon  them. 

Hoping  to  meet  you  in  good  health,  I  remain,  very  truly,  your  obe- 
dient servemt, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lt.  CoLf  Head  of  the  Scientific  Cotpsj  4^.,  ^c,  4^- 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

£/.  S.^  Commissioner, 


Headquarters  U.  S.  and  Mex..  Boundary  Comm'n, 
Santa  Rita  Copper  Mine»,  Neur  Mexico y  July  1,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  (written  in  pencil,)  announcing  your  arrival  at 
Frontera,  with  the  instruments  for  running  and  marking  the  boundary 
line  under  the  treaty  with  Mexico ;  and  that,  having  heard  at  El  Paso 
that  I  was  expected  there  in  a  few  da3rs^.  you  would  await  my^  arrival. 

In  my  reply  I  have  to  state  that  I  have  had  no  idea  of  visiting 
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El  Paso  at  present,  and  that  no  one  was  authorized  to  make  such  a 
statement.  Furthermore,  the  settlement  of  my  quarterly  and  yearly 
accounts  to  the  30th  June,  the  accumulation  of  business  during  my  last 
absence  of  a  month,  and  the  repUes  to  numerous  letters  and  despatches 
just  received  by  Mr.  Sanford — all  of  which  require  my  immediate  at- 
tjention — ^will  render  it  absolutely  impossible  for  me  to  leave  here  at 
Uiis  time  to  meet  you  at  Fronlera  to  organize  the  scientific  corps  of  the 
boundary  commission.  I  shall  be  glad,  therefore,  if  you  will  meet  me 
at  this  place,  which  is  in  the  centre  of  our  present  operations,  when  I 
will  unite  with  you  in  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  Departroent 
of  the  Interior. 

I  remain,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner* 
Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham, 

Chief  Astronomer  and  Head  of  Scientific  Corps j 

U.  S.  and  Mexican  Boundary  Common,  Frontera^  Texas* 


El  Paso,  on  the  Rio  GRANDRt 

Thursday,  June  26,  1851. 

Sir:  I  reached  this  point  on  the  25th  instant,  (yesterday;)  and 
being  instructed  to  report  to  you  on  my  arrival,  I  have  the  honor  to 
do  so  the  first  opportunity. 

My  Umited  means  of  transportation,  together  with  a  rather  debilitated 
state  of  health  after  a  recent  and  severe  illness,  vnll  prevent  my  re- 
pairing immediately  to  your  encampment  at  the  Copper  Mines.  1  en- 
teitain  a  hope  also  that  your  duties  in  the  commission  may  cause  you 
to  visit  th:s  place  very  shortly,  and  when  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  you  in  person. 

I  would  state  that  my  principal  assistant,  Mr.  Radziminski,  as  also 
Mr.  Taylor,  one  of  the  sub-assistants,  have  arrived  with  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GRAY. 
U.  S.  Surveyor,  under  6th  article  treaty,  «Jt:. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

£/.  5.  Commissioner,  under  5th  article  treaty  rvith  Mexico,  ^r. 


Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  New  Mexico, 

June  27,  1851. 

Dear  Sir:  Information  has  just  reached  me  that  a  party  of  men, 
purporting  to  be  New  Mexicans,  have  come  in  here,  bringing  with  them 
a  Mexican  female,  whom  they  say  they  purchased  of  some  Indians  on 
^e  Gila. 

The  course  pursued  by  these  men  is  in  direct  violation  of  article  11th 
of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  republic  of  Mexico, 
us  may  be  seen  by  the  extract  enclosed. 
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I  also  understand  that  they  have  with  them  a  large  number  of  horses 
and  mules,  purchased  also  of  the  Indians,  which  there  is  reason  to  believe 
are  Mexican  property,  and  the  purchase  of  which  equally  conflicts 
with  the  provisions  of  the  same  article. 

I  therefore  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  above  mat- 
ters, and  to  request  you  to  take  such  measures  as  will  lead  to  the  resto- 
ration of  the  female  to  her  liberty,  and  the  property  to  its  rightful 
owners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

U.  S,  CommmioneTf  6ft,t  ^t:.,  ^v. 
Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Craio, 

3d  Jjift  Commanding  the  Escort^  4^.,  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre* 


Headquartsrs  U.  S.  and  M.  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  New  Mexico^  June  28,  1851. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  known  to  you  the  following 
event  which  has  just  transpired  here: 

Last  evening  a  party  of  New  Mexicans — ^twenty  in  number — arrived 
here,  on  their  return  from  an  expedition  to  the  Gila  and  the  l^inol 
Indians,  whither  they  had  been  for  the  purpose  of  trade,  bringing  with 
them  about  twenty  mules  and  horses,  and  a  young  Mexican  lady,  a 
captive  purchased  by  them  of  the  Pinol  Indians. 

Although  not  authorized  by  my  instructions  to  interfere  in  a  matter 
of  this  kind,  yet  as  an  agent  of  the  United  States  government,  sent 
here  to  carry  out  certain  stipulations  in  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hi- 
dalgo, I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  order  the  immediate  arrest  of  the  party 
alluded  to,  by  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Craig,  commander  ot  our 
escort,  and  to  take  under  my  protection  the  female  captive  mentioned, 
as  well  as  to  secure  the  mules  and  horses  in  their  possession. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty, 
which  relates  to  the  matter  in  question. 

I  have  examined  the  principal  persons  engaged  in  this  expedition,  as 
w^ell  as  the  captive,  and  find  that  her  name  is  Inez  Gonzales ;  that  she 
is  the  daughter  of  Jesus  Gonzales,  a  respectable  citizen  of  Santa  Cruz, 
in  the  State  of  Sonora ;  that  she  was  captured  nine  months  ago,  and 
has  since  remained  in  the  custody  of  the  Indians  by  whom  she  was 
captured. 

As  this  is  the  first  instance  in  which  the  United  States  has  en- 
deavored to  enforce  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  11th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  you  before  I  take 
further  steps  in  the  matter.    I  have  detained  the  party  until  you  arrive. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obedient  sei-vant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

General  Pedro  Garcia  Conde, 

Commissioner  on  the  part  of  Mexico^  in  campf  Rio  Mimbres. 
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Santa  Rita  del  Cobre, 

June  30,  1851, 

Sir  :  The  commissioners  of  the  United  States  and  the  republic  of 
Mexico  have  had  a  meeting  in  reference  to  the  case  of  the  young 
female,  and  the  mules,  &c.,  brought  in  here  by  a  party  of  traders  of 
whom  you  are  the  leader.  The  result  arrived  at  is,  that  in  order  faith- 
fully to  fulfil  the  stipulations  of  article  11  of  the  tteaty  existing  between 
the  two  nations,  which  article  has  been  made  known  to  you,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  American  commissioner,  as  the  representative  of  the  govern- 
ment, to  see  that  she  is  restored  to  her  parents.  Pedro  Archiveque,  who 
is  said  to  have  purchased  her  of  the  Indians,  can  write  to  her  father  a 
statement  of  the  case,  and  undoubtedly  will  receive  ample  justice  at 
h(s  hands.  The  American  commissioner  will  take  charge  ot  atid  for- 
ward any  letter  that  may  be  delivered  to  him  for  that  purpose. 

As  respect  the  mules,  &c.,  there  is  no  doubt  but  they  belong  to  So- 
norians.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Pinol  Indians  have  of  late  made  a 
descent  on  Sonora,  and  carried  away  mules,  horses,  &c.  Besides,  they 
all  have  the  Mexican  brand,  whereas  you  tvell  know  the  New  Mexicans 
use  no  brand ;  and  therefore  this  is  a  property  which  no  license  could 
warrant  you  in  purchasing  of  Indians,  as  such  purchase  violates  a' 
solemn  treaty  between  the  two  governments.  These  animals,  there- 
fore, must  be  retained  a  suflScient  length  of  time  to  ascertain  if  they 
can  be  identified  by  their  Mexican  owners.  Should  they  not  be,  they 
shall  be  surrendered  to  those  of  your  party  claiming  them. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commisnoner* 

Mr.  Peter  Blacklaws. 


U.  S.  AND  M.  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  July  2,  1651. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  known  to  you  that  on  the  evening  of 
the  27th  ultimo  a  party  of  men  from  New  Mexico  arrived  here,  on 
their  way  from  Santa  Fe,  from  a  trading  expedition  to  the  Pinol  In- 
dians near  the  Gila,  having  with  them  a  number  of  horses  and  mules, 
and  a  female  captive  which  they  said  they  purchased  from  said  Pinol 
Indians. 

As  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  makes  it 
unlawful,  under  any  pretext  whatever,  for  any  inhabitant  of  the  United 
States  to  purchase  or  acquire  any  Mexicans  who  may  have  been  cap- 
tured by  Indians  inhabiting  the  territory  of  either  of  the  two  republics, 
nor  to  purchase  or  acquire  horses,  mules,  cattle,  or  property  of  any 
kind  stolen  within  Mexican  territory  by  such  Indians,  &c.,  I  deemed  it 
my  duty  as  commissioner  of  the  United  States,  for  the  want  of  any 
officers  placed  here  for  the  purpose,  to  carry  out  the  stipulations  in  the 
article.  I  accordingly  caused  the  arrest  of  the  party  named,  took  fiDin 
them  the  mules  having  Mexican  brands,  as  well  as  the  female  captive 
alluded  to.     The  animals  I  shall  retain  until  claimed  by  their  owners. 

The  name  of  the  female  captive  ia  Liez  Gonzalesi  aged  fifteen  jearsi 
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•daughter  of  Jesus  Gonzales,  a  respectable  citizen  of  "Santa  Cruz,  in 
Sonora.  She  states  she  was  captured  nine  months  since  by  the  Pinol 
Indians,  a  band  of  Apaches  living  north  of  the  Gila,  and  has  remained 
a  prisoner  among  them  since.  She  is  now  here  under  my  protection, 
and  will  be  provided  with  clothing  and  everything  to  make  her  com- 
fentable.  As  soon  as  possible,  I  will  send  her  with  an  escort  to  her 
parents. 

I  have  also  to  apprize  you  that  I  have  taken  two  Mexican  boys  from 
the  Apache  Indians ;  one  named  Laverro  Aredia,  aeed  about  thirteen 
years,  taken  from  Bucua  six  months  since;  the  oUier,  named  Jos6 
Faniglur,  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age,  taken  from  Frontera  about  six 
years  since.     From  that  time  they  nave  hved  near  this  place. 

Although  great  dissatisfaction  was  apparent  among  the  Apaches  by 
my  taking  from  them  these  two  captive  boys,  I  have  since  nappily  so 
settled  the  difficulty  that  the  friendship  existing  between  us  will  not  be 
impaired. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

General  Pedro  Garcia  Conde, 

Commissioner  on  the  part  of  Mexico;  m  camp  on  Rio  Mimbres. 


Colonel  Graham  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

FaOiTTERA,  NEAR  El  PaSO  DEL  NoHTE, 

November  16,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  surveys  of  the  rivers 
Gila  and  Rio  Grande  are  going  on  in  accordance  with  the  plan  proposed 
of  progressing  at  the  same  time  with  both  the  eastern  and  western 
divisions  of  the  work.  The  survey  of  the  Gila  is  progressing  under 
an  organization  proposed  by  me  and  approved  by  IVlr.  Bartlett,  on  the 
S4th  of  August  last,  by  which  Lieutenant  Whipple  is  charged  with 
that' survey  on  our  parL  On  the  7th  of  September,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
joint  commission  of  the  two  governments.  Captain  Jimenes,  of  the 
Mexican  engineer  corps,  was  designated  to  co-operate  on  the  part  of 
the  Mexican  commission  with  Lieutenant  Whipple,  in  the  survey  of 
the  Gila.  This  expedition  is  accompanied  by  Mr.  Bartlett  and  Mr. 
Gray,  and  also  by  General  Cond6,  the  Mexican  commissioner. 

It  is  expected  that  this  survey  will  be  completed  in  January,  and 
that  the  parties  will  be  here  some  time  in  that  month.  On  the  23d  of 
•August  Mr.  Bardett  requested  me  to  organize  a  party  for  the  survey  of 
the  Rio  Grande,  which  I  did  in  thfe  best  manner  which  the  qualifica- 
tions of  the  surveying  corps  would  allow ;  and  on  the  27th  it  was  ap- 
proved by  him.  I  was  also  charged  with  the  astronomical  work  on 
the  Rio  Grande,  to  be  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Smith,  topographical 
engineers. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  joint  commission,  on  the  7th  of  September, 
Mr.  Salazar,  astronomer  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  was  desi^w^'^^ics^xJcsfc 
part  of  the  Mexican  commission  to  co-operale  vj'ixlti  Tcvb  o\x  ^^  ^>a 
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Grande.  He,  however,  informed  me  that  he  conTd  not  commence  ttrfs 
part  of  the  work  before  about  the  1st  of  November.  He  arrived  at 
£1  Paso  about  that  time,  but  in  ill-health ;  but  in  a  few  days  he  ex- 
pects to  be  well  enough  for  duty. 

In  the  mean  time  the  American  party  is  progressing  with  the  survey, 
and  to-morrow  I  shall  put  a  second  party  on  another  section  of  the 
river,  so  as  to  push  the  work  forward  with  all  possible  activity.  On 
the  13th  instant  Mr.  Salazar  addressed  a  note  to  me  in  answer  to 
one  from  me  of  the  12th,  stating  that  since  the  meeting  of  the  joint 
commission  General  Conde  had  instructed  him  to  agree  with  me  as 
to  the  plan  of  the  survey,  &c.;  but  not  to  proceed  with  the  work  on 
their  part  until  his  (General  C.'s)  return  to  El  Paso,  which  wiU  not  be 
before  January. 

I  enclose  copies  of  the  notes  that  passed  between  us  on  the  subject, 
marked  A  and  B.  We  are  to  meet  to-morrow  iu  reference  to  this 
subject,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  induce  Mr.  Salazar  to  agree  to  go  on 
with  the  work;  and  if  I  cannot  succeed  in  that  I  shall  endeavor  to 
induce  him  to  assent  to  the  result  of  our  surveys,  so  far  as  the  partition 
of  islands  may  be  involved. 

Although  I  was  in  camp  with  the  joint  commission  on  the  7th  of 
September,  when  they  held  their  meeting  to  digest  the  plans  for  the 
field  operations,  &c.,  I  was  not  afforded  by  Mr.  Bardett  an  opportunity 
to  be  present  in  order  that  my  views  might  be  given  on  these  points, 
in  accordance  with  the  instiuctions  of  the  department  to  him  of 
October  23,  1850,  notwithstanding  I  had  requested  that  such  an  oppor- 
tunity might  be  afforded  me. 

All  that  I  know  of  the  result  of  that  meeting  is  contained  in  Mr. 
Bardett's  letter  to  me  of  the  9th,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  attached^ 
marked  C,  and  what  was  verbally  communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Bart- 
lett  and  General  Conde,  in  presence  of  Mr.  Salazar  and  Captain 
Jimenes,  after  the  meeting  adjourned,  in  regard  to  Mr.  Salazar's  being 
assigned  to  co-operate  with  me  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  Captain  Jime- 
.  nes  with  Lieutenant  Whipple  on  the  Gila. 

On  a  subsequent  occasion  I  called  on  Mr.  Bartlett  and  requested 
him  to  allow  me  to  see  the  record  of  the  proceedings  at  the  meeting 
alluded  to,  which  he  declined  doing,  although  I  informed  them  that  the 
department  supposed  me  to  be  present,  and  at  least  to  know  what  was 
done  in  the  meeting  in  regard  to  organization  of  parties,  &c. 

I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  have  the  whole  boundary  line  surveyed 
by  the  end  of  year  1852,  which  I  yet  hope  to  be  able  to  accomplish 
if  I  have  the  necessary  discretion  in  the  matter.  The  line  across  the 
country,  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Gila,  can  be  run  out  and 
marked  in  three  or  four  months*  field-work.  The  erection  of  the  mon- 
uments can  also  be  completed  before  the  close  of  the  coming  year. 

I  have  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
LienU  CoLy  Principal  Autonomer^  and  Head  of  the 

Scientific  Corpst  4^.,  ^t^  U*  S.  B.  C% 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  iht  ItUenor^ 
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A. 

Frontera,  Texas,  November  12,  1851. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  was  with  great  regret  that  I  heard  of  your  indisposi- 
tion at  El  Paso,  on  my  arrival  here,  and  I  beg  to.  assure  you  of  my 
best  wishes  for  your  speedy  restoration  to  perfect  health. 

I  will  endeavor  to  call  on  you,  at  El  Paso,  to-morrow,  when  I  hope 
we  shall  be  able  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  joint 
survey  of  the  Rio  Grande,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
joint  commission  of  the  7th  of  September  last. 

I  shall,  with  great  pleasure,  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  push  the 
work  forward  m  such  manner  as  shall  be  agreeable  to  you  and  best 
suited  to  accomplish  the  object  of  our  respective  governments. 

With  great  regard  and  consideration,  I  remain,  very  truly,  your 
obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  CoLp  Principal  Astronomer^  4^.,  on  the  part  of  the  U.  S, 

Jose  Salazar  Y  Larregui,  Esq., 

Principal  Astronomer^  4^.,  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  El  Paso. 


Paso,  Noviembre  13,  1851, 

QuERiDo  SeNor:  No  crei  necesario  contestar  la  muy  apreciable  de 
V.  fecha  de  aver,  porgue  hoy  debiamos  vernos  en  casa  para  arreglar  el 
plan  de  trabajos  del  Rio  Bravo  segun  me  dice  V.  en  su  grata,  despues 
oe  manifestarme  su  sentimiento  por  el  mal  estado  de  mi  salud. 

Tuvo  V.  en  efecto  la  bondad  de  venir,  d  verme,  y  aunque  de  palabra 
dije  6,  V.  cuales  eran  las  instrucciones  relativas  que  tenia  del  Sefior 
General  Garcia  Conde,  no  tengo  inconveniente  en  darselas  por  escrito 
como  ofreci  §,  V.  para  satisfacer  sus  deseos.  Para  no  aJterarlas  copiar6 
exactamente  lo  que  dicho  Sefior  General  me  dice  con  fecha,  30  de  Setiem- 
bre  ultimo: 

"Las  instrucciones  que  de  oficio  acuerdo  para  con  el  Coronel  Gra- 
ham sobre  los  trabajos  en  el  Rio  Bravo  se  reducen  4  lo  mismo  que  dije 
4  V.  de  palabra :  que  nosotros  no  podemos  emplear  un  afio  y  medio  6 
do8  afios  en  la  topografia  de  todo  su  curso  hasta  Matamoras,  porque 
las  instrucciones  que  tengo  del  Gobierno  se  reducen  ^  fijar  puntos  as- 
tronomicos  en  las  orillas  de  los  rios  y  que  ellos  determinen  su  curso, 
reconociendo  el  canal  para  fijar  el  limite  en  donde  haya  dos,  6  mas,  de 
dicbos  canales. 

"  Como  4  esta  fecha  no  se  con  que  recursos  puedo  contar  en  El  Paso, 
no  puede  hacer  nada;  convendrd  solamente  el  plan  con  el  Coronel  Gra- 
ham y  esperari.  mi  Uegada." 

Sin  embargo  de  que  estas  instrucciones  no  me  permiten  comenzar 
Dguna  clase  de  trabajos,  podr6  arreglar  con  V.  el  plan  d  que  se  de- 

n  sujetar,  y  har^  lo  posible  para  emprender  algunos  tan  Ivie^o  coisis^ 
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est^  restablecido,  6  lleguen  los  ingenieros  que  dege  concluyendo  ciertos 
operaciones. 

Quedo  de  V.  con  el  mayor  respeto  y  consideracion  su  mas  atento 
iL»  S* 

Q.  B.  8.  M., 

JOSE  SALAZAR  Y  LARREGUI. 
Seflor  Coronal  Don  J.  D.  Graham, 

Astronomo  en  Gefcj  ^.,  ^.,  de  la  Comisian  de  los  Estados  Unidot. 


C. 

United  States  Boundaby  Commission, 
In  camp  on  the  San  Pedro,  Sonora,  September  9,  1851. 

Sir:  At  a  meeting  of  the  joint  commission  held  in  camp  on  the  7tb 
instant,  I  stated  that  a  party  had  been  organized  under  your  direction 
fot  the  survey  of  the  Rio  Grande,  to  be  continued  until  further  orders 
from  me. 

The  Mexican  commissioner  consented  to  this;  and  agreed  that  Mr. 
Salazar,  surveyor  and  chief  astronomer  of  the  Mexican  commission, 
should  co-operate  with  you  in  that  work.  It  is  desirable,  therefore, 
that  you  should  proceed  with  this  business  with  all  due  despatch,  as 
the  season  is  already  far  advanced. 

The  survey  of  this  river  will  begin  at  32^  22'  north  latitude,  in  ac- 
cordance witn  the  above. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commimoner. 

Lt.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 

Principal  Astronomer ^  tfc.j  Sfc. 


Coffer  Mines  of  Santa  Rita, 

August  26,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
23d  inst.,  which  was  handed  to  me  on  the  evening  of  that  day. 

On  the  following  morning,  when  I  was  about  to  reply  to  your  letter, 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  information  that  would  enable  me  to  proceed 
at  once  with  the  organization  called  for,  for  the  survey  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  I  was  interrupted  in  my  labors,  alike  with  all  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  co^lmi3sion,  by  the  sudden  incursion  of  the  Indians,  who 
surprised  the  herdsmen  and  drove  off  all  the  cattle  belonging  to  the 
commission,  amounting  to  ninety-four  head. 

I  immediately  collected  a  party  of  twelve  from  the  gentlemen  and 
employes  of  the  commission,  who  were  armed  and  mounted  and  sent 
in  pursuit.  A  greater  number  could  not  be  equipped  for  want  of  saddles 
and  bridles. 

This  party,  headed  by  Lieutenants  Whipple  and  Smith,  of  the  topo- 
grapbical  engineers,  immedialeVy  puia\iLedm^A32w5Aaxia^^3adL8oon  rescued 
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the  greater  part  of  the  cattle.  Several,  however,  together  with  a 
number  belonging  to  Mr.  Hays,  still  remained  in  their  possession.  The 
party,  therefore,  continued  to  pursue,  and  succeeded,  about  nightfall, 
m  surprising  the  marauding  oand  in  the  highlands,  near  the  Gila. 
They  routed  the  Indians  and  retook  all  the  rest  of  the  cattle,  except, 
perhaps,  one  or  two  head.  The  pursuit  was  kept  up  for  thirty-five  or 
forty  miles.  The  party  was  obhged  to  sleep  upon  the  ground  where 
the  Indians  were  routed,  and  did  not,  therefore,  return  here  until 
yesterday  afternoon.  They  were  too  much  fatigued  for  me  then  to 
enter  upon  the  business  oi  an  organization. 

I  have  now  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  me  with  the  names  of 
all  those  members  of  the  scientific  corps  who  are  not  ahready  assigned 
to  parties  under  your  authority  and  sanction. 

I  will  then  immediately  proceed  to  obtain  such  information  as  will, 
I  hope,  enable  jme  to  present  to  you  this  afternoon  the  desired  organ- 
ization for  the  Rio  Grande. 

In  regard  to  the  period  of  beginning  the  survey  on  that  river,  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  that  under  no  contingency  would  the  line  of 
boundary  marked  by  it  be  binding  on  the  Mexican  government,  unless 
it  be  by  a  conjoint  operation  sanctioned  by  the  commissions  of  both 
governments. 

So  soon  as  a  meeting  of  the  joint  commission  takes  place,  and  the 
arrangement  is  concurred  in  on  both  sides,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  com- 
mence the  work ;  and  it  would  not  be  practicable  for  me  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements  sooner. 

I  have  to  request,  as  a  preparatory  step,  that  you  will  make  applica- 
tion to  the  Department  of  War,  through  that  of  the  Interior,  for  a  niili- 
tary  escort  of  one  company  of  troops  to  attend  me  on  the  survey  of  the 
Rio  Grande.  At  least  twenty  men  will  be  necessary  as  an  escort  from 
the  moment  we  reach  the  foot  of  the  island  below  San  Elizario  until 
we  reach  Presidio  del  Norte.  Below  the  last-mentioned  point,  until 
we  reach  Eagle  Pass,  a  full  company  will  be  required. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  p.  GRAHAM, 
Lieut*  Colonel,  Head  of  Scientific  Corjts,  ^t*.,  Ifc. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Commissioner,  S(c.,  SfC.j  SfC. 


In  Camp  on  the  San  Pedro  River, 

September  15,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  forward  you  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  Col.  James  D.  Graham 
to  my  written  application  to  him  for  instruments  for  the  linear  survey 
of  the  Gila  river,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions  to  me. 

He  was  aware  that,  by  my  orders  from  the  government,  I  could  not 
report  to  him,  and  that  the  responsibility,  great  as  it  is  in  his  refusal  to 
furnish  me  instruments,  must  rest  upon  him. 

As  directed  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  of  date  23d  October, 
1860,  to  report  to  you,  which  I  did,  and  by  your  instructions  to  n\e^ 
ihe  party  for  the  linqar  surveys  of  the  line  aioivg^\}Ci^  G^-a.  xvN^i^vsafc 
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organized,  and  the  proper  estimates  for  the  work  submitted  ana  ap- 
proved by  you. 

You  are  aware  that  the  surveyor  cannot  be  responsible  for  any  linear 
surveys  made  of  this  river,  after  what  has  passed,  except  they  be 
executed  under  his  direction  and  supervision,  nor  can  he  report  any 
such  work  to  other  than  the  commissioner. 

Therefore  the  responsibility  of  any  delay,  extra  cost  to  our  govern- 
ment, after  the  heavy  expenditures  already  gone  to,  or  non-compliance 
of  the  United  States  sur\eyor  in  properly  and  accurately  executing 
and  carrying  out  the  obligation  of  the  United  States  government  agree- 
ably to  the  decisions  of  the  joint  commission,  cannot  fall  upon  me,  but 
upon  the  ofEceir  so  refusing  the  necessary  instruments  requured. 
I  remain,  very  respectfuUy  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GRAY, 
United  StaUi  Surveyor ^  Sft. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Bartlett, 

U.  S.  Commissioner^  4^.,  4^.,  4^.,  Santa  Cruz. 


In  Camp  on  the  River  San  Pedro, 

September  10,  1861. 

Sir  :  My  official  engagements  have  prevented  my  answering  your 
note  of  the  7th  instant  at  an  earlier  moment  than  this. 

The  party  for  the  astronomical  and  topographical  survey  of  the 
boundary  along  the  river  Gila  was  organized  by  me  at  the  Copper 
Mines  of  Santa  Rita  on  the  22d  ultimo,  in  accordance  with  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  of  October  23, 1850,  addressed 
to  the  United  States  commissioner,  and  was  approved  by  him.  This 
party  was  instructed  by  me  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  duty  was 
to  be  performed,  and  was  supplied  with  all  the  necessary  instruments 
for  the  purpose. 

I  do  not  deem  the  issue  of  any  additional  instruments  necessary  for 
the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  nor  could  I  undertake  to  be  respon- 
sible for  the  successful  prosecution  of  any  portion  of  the  work  by  par- 
ties not  reporting  to  me,  and  receiving  and  acting  under  my  instructK)ns 
as  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  as  is  required  by  the  aforesaid  instruc- 
tions from  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  CoLf  Prin.  Ast^r  and  Head  of  Scientific  Corps 

on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  A.  B.  Gray, 

Surveyor,  4^.,  ^. 


In  Camp  at  Santa  Cruz, 

Sonora,  September  26, 1851. 

Sir:  I  have  your  favor  of  the  15th  instant,  enclosing  a  letter  fi^m 
LieuteDant  Colonel  Graham,  wVieie\u\ie  lefex^^^^a  otii  several  former 
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occasions,  to  furnish  you  with  the  necessary  surveying  instruments  for 
which  you  have  applied  to  him,  and  which  you  require  for  the  linear 
survey  of  the  Gila. 

His  reason  is  a  singular  one,  viz:  that  he  does  ''not  deem  the  issue 
of  any  additional  instruments  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  this 
object,"  t.  e.  the  linear  survey  of  the  Gila.  Let  me  ask  what  Col.  Gra- 
ham is  to  do  with  the  large  number  of  instruments  brought  out  by  him  at 
an  enormous  expense,  and  after  a  delay  of  nine  months  in  procuring 
them^ — an  expense  incurred  at  a  time  when  the  department  deemed  it  im- 
portant to  curtail  as  much  as  possible  all  expenses  of  the  commission,  and 
wh^ch  was  sanctioned  by  the  department  solely  upon  the  strong  declara- 
tions of  Colonel  Graham  that  the  instruments  were  absolutely  requisite 
for  the  proper  conducting  of  the  survey ;  and  I  doubt  not  he  will  be 
called  to  account  for  this  strange  perversion  and  misinterpretation  of 
the  instructions  of  the  23d  October,  1850,  referred  to. 

Colonel  Graham  says:  "  The  party  for  the  astronomical  and  topo- 
graphical sur\'ey  of  the  boundary  along  the  river  Gila  was  organized 
by  me  at  the  Copper  Mines  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Department  of  the  Interior,  addressed  to  the  United  States  commis- 
sioner, and  approved  by  him."  With  regard  to  this  I  have  to  state  that 
Lieutenant  Wnipple  exhibited  to  me  a  list  of  the  persons  composing 
the  party  under  him,  which  was  approved  by  me. 

My  instructions  say.  Colonel  Graham  "will  aid  you  in  digesting 
and  arranging  the  plan  of  operations  in  the  field,  and  in  organizing 
parties  and  giving  the  necessary  directions  to  subordinates,^*  ^r. 

No  copy  of  Colonel  Graham's  instructions  to  Lieutenant  Whipple  has 
ever  been  furnished  me,  and  I  am  in  total  ignorance  of  their  purport; 
I  merely  know  from  the  latter  of  whom  his  party  is  composed. 

I  have  applied  to  General  Cond^  to  aid  you  in  this  dilemma;  and 
though  his  supply  of  instruments  is  very  Umited,  he  has  generously 
offered  the  loan  of  such  as  he  could  spare. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner^ 

A.  B.  Gray,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Surveyor  J  in  Campy  Santa  Cruz. 


Presidio  of  Santa  Cruz, 
Sonora,  in  Camp,  September  24,  1S51. 

Dear  Sir:  On  the  16th  instant,  the  seventh  day  after  your  depart- 
ure from  the  San  Pedro  River  encampment — the  provisions  of  Lieut. 
Whipple's  party  and  mine  being  out,  except  the  live  stock  left  by  you 
for  the  Gila  survey — it  was  deemed  advisaole  that  a  messenger  should 
be  sent  forthwith  to  this  place,  the  point  you  had  started  for. 

After  the  two  men  were  selected,  upon  reflection  I  deemed  it  better 
to  come  myself,  lest  in  case  of  accident — there  being  no  guide,  and 
no  one  knowing  exactly  the  position  of  Santa  Cruz — they  might  get 
into  some  difficulty,  or  be  at  a  loss  how  to  proceed.  FortuuatelY  I 
did  so,  for  on  the  second  day  out  the  trails  became  sca\\jetv\v%^^5A^^>5. 
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course  in  opposition  to  what  I  believe  to  be  the  true  locality  of  the  pre- 
^dio.  Upon  examination,  we  concluded  to  follow  the  tracks  of  the 
main  body,  which  included  the  Mexican  commission  and  escort  w^ith 
their  packs,  and  which  I  knew  had  started  ahead  of  you  on  the  same 
.  day  for  Santa  Cruz.  Our  second  night,  after  crossing  the  summit  of  a 
high  range  of  mountains  called  "Santa  Rita,"  with  rugged  passes  and 
steep  descents,  we  encamped  upon  a  small  plateau  on  its  western 
slope.  Next  morning,  near  the  base  of  these  mountains,  the  trails 
again  separating,  confused  us,  but  with  my  reconnoitring  glass  we 
espied  wnat  proved  to  be  the  mission  and  Indian  pueblo  of  San  Xavier, 
lymg  some  twenty-five  miles  off  on  the  other  side  of  an  extensive  plain 
and  valley,  and  in  a  northwesterly  direction. 

The  glazed  white  front  of  the  church,  with  its  towers  and  cupolas 
.and  large  centi*al  dome,  appeared  sufficiently  distinct,  though  distant, 
to  convince  us  of  its  character;  and  yet  believing  that  the  course  could 
not  be  that  of  Santa  Cruz,  still  striking  upon  the  main  trail,  and  follow- 
ing it  towards  sunset,  we  brought  up  at  this  building. 

The  principal  man  at  the  mission  of  San  Xavier  appeared  to  be  a 
ranchero,  who  had  been  driven  fi^om  his  rancho  some  fifteen  leagues  up 
the  valley  of  the  Santa  Cruz  river  by  the  Apache  Indians,  and  took 
refuge  inside  the  walls  of  San  Xavier.  From  him  we  learned  that 
we  were  only  two  leagues  or  about  seven  miles  south  of  the  town 
of  "  Tucson,"  which  is  laid-  down  by  Colonel  Cooke,  of  the  dragoons, 
on  the  map  of  his  route,  followed  to  California.  We  also  found  that 
Mr.  Salazar,  the  Mexican  sur\'^eyor,  escort,  and  party,  with  Dr.  Webb, 
secretary  United  States  commission,  had  been  there,  and  left  for  this 
place  some  three  days  before;  that  it  was  thirty-three  leagues  or 
about  eighty-seven  miles  south  and  easterly  to  Santa  Cruz — a  good 
road  the  entire  way  up  the  river  and  canon  leading  here.  Of  yourself 
nothing  had  been  heard,  nor  of  the  Mexican  commission  was  anything 
known. 

We  rode  to  "  Tucson,"  procured  what  provisions  we  could,  which 
was  only  sufficient  for  a  week  for  the  party  of  five  I  had  with  me,  and 
ia  two  and  a  half  days  from  San  Xavier  we  were  at  tliis  presidio;  the 
seventh  day  from  our  camp  on  the  San  Pedro. 

General  Conde  had  only  been  in  some  four  days — ^having  been  lost 
in  the  mountains  of  Santa  Rita,  and  lived  upon  misquet  beans  for  a 
week.  Dr.  Webb  and  Mr.  Salazar  we  also  found  here.  Learning 
that  nothing  whatever  had  been  heard  from  you  since  the  day  after 
you  left  the  San  Pedro  river,  and  fearing  that  some  accident  bad  oc- 
curred to  you,  it  was  deemed  advisable  that  our  little  party  should 
remain  here  a  day,  and  if  nothing  still  should  be  forthcoming  of  5'our 
position,  that  we  should  proceed  to  explore  and  endeavor  to  come  up 
with  you.  Happily,  the  next  morning,  (yesterday,)  a  Mexican  came 
in  and  announced  your  approach.  In  the  afternoon  we  had  the  plea- 
sure and  satisfaction  of  seeing  you  enter  the  town  safely  with  your 
party  and  those  who  started  with  you. 

Mr.  Henry  Force,  who  had  accompanied  me  from  Mr.  Whipple's 
party,  was  despatched  to  our  camp,  on  the  San  Pedro,  3^esterday 
morning,  to  advise  them  of  our  movements.    He  availed  himself  of 
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Mr.  Salazar's  escort,  which  would  pass  by  the  camp  on  their  way  to 
the  Gila  river. 

I  have  now  with  me  Mr.  Steele,  two  men,  and  one  arriero — ^in  all . 
five,  with  myself. 

At  the  camp  on  the  San  Pedro  there  remained  thirty-one  men,  all- 
told,  in  Lieutenant  Whipple's  and  my  parties ;  sufficient,  with  judg 
ment  and  care,  for  pertect  safety  and  protection. 

The  camp-ground  was  a  good  one  which  I  had  selected ;  fine 
springs  of  pure  water,  and  an  extensive  valley  of  good  grass.  The 
animals  were  corralled  at  night,  and  a  strict  guard  ordered  to  be  kept 
all  the  time. 

You  are  aware  of  the  wants  of  these  parties,  and  my  movements 
now  will  be  governed  by  your  directions.     I  had  expected  only  to  re- 
main here  long  enough  to  procure  flour  and  such  other  provisions  as 
could  be  got  for  immediate  use,  and  with  our  two  pack  animals  to : 
carry  the  same  to  the  camp  on  the  San  Pedro. 

The  provisions  for  the  surveyor'?  party,  which  it  was  understood 
had  been  provided  by  the  quartermaster's  and  commissary's  depart- 
ments, at  the  Copper  Mines,  for  fifteen  days  from  1st  instant,  in  the 
main  items  onlv  proved  to  be  for  five  days.  But  fortunately,  niy  per- 
sonal stores,  which  I  laid  in  to  last  me  to  the  mouth  of  the  Gila,  were 
on  hand,  and  these  being  rationed  out  to  the  assistants  and  men,  have 
lasted  until  the  15th  and  Ukely  to  the  21st  instant.  They  are,  how- 
ever, now  exhausted.  And  here  I  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  had  the 
surveyor  been  left  to  judge  what  was  necessary  for  the  transportation 
and  provisioning  of  his  party — and  who  from  his  practical  knowledge 
and  experience  was  the  proper  person  to  do  so— or  had  the  commis- 
sioner been  able  to  supply  him  when  the  requisitions  were  made, 
instead  of  our  independent  commissary  and  quartermaster  concern, 
this  trouble  and  want  and  awkward  situation  of  his  party  would 
now  have  been  avoided.  The  delay  is  most  serious,  and  will  throw 
us  into  more  haste  than  may  be  supposed  expedient  for  a  proper  de- 
marcation of  the  boundary  along  the  Gila  river  this  season.  But 
according  to  the  old  proverb  of  an  "  ill  wind,"  &c.,  our  little  troubles 
in  this  quarter  on  account  of  provisions,  ficc.,  may  produce  some  good. 
I  have  carefully  noted  the  topography  courses  and  estimated  distances 
in  our  reconnaissance  from  the  Copper  Mines  through  to  Tucson  and 
to  this  place,  and,  together  with  your  interesting  notes  and  sketches,  we 
shall  be  able  to  make  out  a  very  correct  map  of  this  stronghold  of 
the  Apaches.  Their  trails  and  haunts  and  watering-places  we  will 
be  able  to  elucidate  somewhat  correctly ;  and  as  I  understand  that  the 
troops  of  either  nation  will  be  permitted  to  cross  the  line  when  pur- 
suing these  "  devils,"  (as  termed  very  properly  by  the  Mexicans,)  who 
have  devastated  many  beautiful  ranches  and  portions  of  this  country, 
the  map  will  be  equally  useful  to  our  people  as  to  the  Mexicans. 

In  haste,  I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GRAY, 
U.  S.  Surveyor^  iftc.^  4^. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

U.  S.  Comm.j  under  treaty  of  Guadalupe  HidalgOj  4^.,  4^., 
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Ures,  Sonora,  October  25,  1651. 

Sir:  This  will  be  handed  you  by  Dr.  Thomas  H.  Webb,  secretary 
of  the  United  States  boundary  commission. 

I  lately  arrived  here  from  New  Mexico,  where  I  have  been  engaged 
with  surveying  parties  in  running  the  boundary  line  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico;  These  parties  are  now  on  the  Gila  river. 
Finding  that  we  should  fall  short  of  provisions,  and  require  additional 
mules,  I  have  come  here  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  supply  of 
both.  It  was  my  intention  to  proceed  to  Guaymas  to  negotiate  my 
requisitions  on  the  government,  out  a  severe  illness  which  confines  me 
to  my  bed  prevents.  I  have,  therefore,  sent  Dr.  Webb  there  for  the 
purpose,  and  have  placed  in  his  hands  four  requisitions  on  the  S^re- 
tary  of  the  Interior,  Washington,  amounting  altogether  to  twenty-five 
hundred  dollars*  If  you  can  negotiate  these  for  me,  I  will  esteem  it 
a  particular  favor* 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

{/•  S.  Commissioner  J  4"^.,  ^. 
John  A.  Robinson,  Esq., 

American  Constd,  Gtiaymas, 


GuATMAS,  Noffemler  3,  1861. 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  the  25th  ultimo,  recommending  Dr.  Thomas  H. 
Webb,  was  handed  me  by  that  gentleman.  I  regret  extremely  to  in- 
form you  that  it  has  been  quite  impossible  to  negotiate  the  drafts  that 
Dr.  Webb  brought  with  him,  on  account  of  there  being  no  communica- 
tion whatever  between  this  post  and  the  United  States. 

I  have  offered  to  Dr.  Webb  that,  to  assist  you  under  your  present 
necessities,  I  would  take  a  draft  for  $1,000,  at  6  per  cent,  dis- 
count, which  is  what  I  calculate  it  will  cost  me  to  have  said  draft  ne- 
gotiated in  Mazatlan  and  the  funds  remitted  me  here.  In  case  this 
amount  will  be  of  any  service  to  you,  you  will  please  remit  to  Dr. 
Webb  a  draft  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  or  other  government 
officer  authorized  to  make  the  payment,  at  as  short  a  sight  as  possible, 
and  in  triplicate,  so  that  it  may  be  negotiable ;  for  as  ail  the  commer- 
cial houses  on  this  coast  are  foreign,  the  orders  for  requisitions  which 
Dr.  Webb  brought  with  him  are  of  no  use. 

I  regret  extremely  that  your  ill  health  prevented  me  the  pleasure  of 
making  your  acquaintance;  and,  hoping  this  may  find  you  quite 
recovered, 

I  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  ROBINSON,  U.  S.  Consul. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Boundary  Commissioner^  Urcs, 


Ures,  November  12,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  your  favor  of  November  3,  acknowledring  your  wil- 
Iwgnesa  to  take  a  draft  ficooi  me  on  the  Secretary  of  Uie  Interior  for 
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$1,000.  Although  much  less  than  the  amount  I  require,  it  will  prove 
of  service  to  me.  I  have  accordingly  enclosed  to  Dr.  Webb  my  draft 
in  triplicate  for  $1,000  on  the  Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart,  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  which  he  will  hand  to  you.  With  many  thanks  for  this  ac- 
commodation, 

I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT,   Commissioner,  ^. 

John  A.  Robinson,  Esq., 

U.  S,  Consul,  Guaymas. 


Ures,  Sonora,  November  12,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Robinson,  under  date  of 
November  3,  stating  (much  to  my  regret)  that  he  can  only  take  one  of 
my  drafts  for  $1,000,  and  that  he  requires  should  be  drawn  in  the 
usual  form  of  commercial  drafts,  instead  of  a  requisition. 

Mr.  Robinson  says  that  he  cannot  negotiate  requisitions  with  the 
foreign  merchants.  I  therefore  enclose  you  a  draft  in  triplicate  for 
$1,000,  on  which  you  will  have  to  allow  him  5  per  cent,  discount,  or 
fifty  dollars. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  R.  BARTLETT,   Commissioner. 

Dn  Thomas  H.  Webb, 

Secretary  U.  S,  B.  C,  Guaymas. 


San  Antonio,  Texas, 

May  12,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  you  a  requisition  for 
funds  and  supplies  for  the  use  of  the  United  Slates  and  Mexican  bound- 
ary commission  for  the  fiscal  year  commencing  on  the  1st  of  July, 
1861. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  TILLINGHAST, 
First  Lieut.  1st  Artillery,  Quartermaster  and  Commissary • 

Hon.  Secretary  op  the  Interior, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Requisition  for  funds  and  supplies  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  and  Mex* 
tcan  boundary  commission  for  the  fiscal  year  commencing  on  the  1st  of 
July,  1861. 

For  funds  to  be  disbursed  in  the  quartermaster  and  commis- 
sary departments  .*..««,««.••«.««...««*.*««««..«*««    $10,000 
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Authority,  by  the  approbation  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War, 
to  draw  upon  the  army  commissary  department,  at  the 
most  convenient  depot,  to  be  settled  on  rendering  the  proper 
vouchers,  by  a  transfer  at  Washington  of  the  amount  from 
the  boundary  appropriation  to  that  of  the  subsistence  de- 
partment, to  the  amount  of .* $5,000 

Total 15,000 

Respectfully  submitted : 

O.  H.  TILLINGHAST, 
First  LietU.  1st  ArtiUery^  Quartermaster  and  Commissary. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Approved : 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  CoLf  Head  of  Scientijic  Corps^  ^. 

San  Antonio,  May  12,  1851. 


El  Paso,  Texas,  July  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  agreeably  to  your  in- 
structions of  the  10th  of  April,  I  reported  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D. 
Graham,  head  of  the  scientific  corps  of  boundary  commission,  at 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  and,  in  obedience  to  his  order  dated  at  that  place. 
May,  1851,  I  entered  upon  the  duty  of  quartermaster  and  commissary 
for  the  boundary  commission.  I  made,  while  at  San  Antonio,  a  requi- 
sition for  funds  to  the  amount  of  $10,000;  but  the  interests  of  the  com- 
mission compelled  me  to  draw  upon  you  before  receiving  an  answer. 

Immediately  after  my  arrival  at  this  place  a  train  of  wagons  reached 
here  loaded  with  provisions,  ficc.,  for  the  commission.  I  took  posses- 
sion of  those  provisions.  The  transportation  by  contract  of  the  former 
quartermaster  amounted  to  $5,700,  to  pay  which  I  gave  a  draft  upon 
you  in  favor  of  Juan  Maria  Ponce  DeLeon,  (the  contractor)  dated  July 
9,  1851,  for  $6,000,  and  received  $300  in  cash,  for  which  I  am  respon- 
sible. 

I  found  also  that  the  same  contractor  (Ponce  De  Leon)  had  a  written 
contract  to  transport  from  Indianola,  Texas,  to  this  place,  for  the  former 
quartermaster  of  the  boundary  commission,  50,000  pounds  of  stores; 
to  carry  out  which  contract,  I  have  sent  an  invoice  of  provisions  to  a 
reliable  commission  house  in  New  Orleans,  to  be  purchased  and  shipped 
to  Indianola.  I  have  therefore  drawn  upon  you  in  favor  of  Messrs. 
Mansel,  White  &  Co.,  New  Orleans,  dated  July  20,  1851,  for  $3,248. 
To  meet  contingent  expenses  of  the  commission,  which  require  im- 
mediate attention,  I  have  to-day  (July  20)  given  a  draft  upon  you  in 
favor  of  C.  W.  Ogden  for  $5,000,  for  which  I  shall  receive  cash. 

According  to  the  army  system  of  accounts,  property  responsibilities, 
&c.,  I  shall  forward  to  your  department  my  first  monthly  account  cur- 
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rent  on  the  31st  inst.,  and  first  quarterly  return  of  property ,  provisions, 
&c.,  on  the  30th  of  September. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  TILLINGHAST, 
Lieut.  First  Artillery ,  Quartermaster  and  Com-  B.  C. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 

Washington^  D.  C 


El  Paso,  Texas,  November  17,  1851. 

Sir  :  By  the  mail  which  left  this  place  in  October,  I  forwarded  to 
your  department  my  quarterly  quartermaster's  returns  for  the  third 
quarter  of  1851.     It  is  nov/ , supposed  here,  that  that  mail  was  lost  before     > 
reaching  Santa  Fe.     Will  you  please  inform  me  whether  those  papers 
were  received? 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  TILLINGHAST, 
Quartermaster  and  Commi^ary  Boundary  Com^n. 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior,  (Jt.,  ^t. 


El  Paso,  December  19,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  14th  instant  the 
train  of  wagons  containing  provisions,  &c.,  for  the  United  Stales  bound- 
ary commissicm,  arrived  at  this  place. 

On  the  same  day  I  was  officially  informed  by  Mr.  George  F.  Bart- 
lett  that  he  was  charged  with  the  delivety  of  these  goods  to  me,  and 
that  he  had  no  means  of  paying  for  the  transportation  of  the  same. 

I  was  also  informed  by  Sefior  Ponce  De  Leon  on  the  same  day,  that 
he  would  not  deliver  these  provisions,  &c.,  until  some  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement was  made  for  the  payment  of  the  transportation ;  at  the 
same  time  he  expressed  his  willingness  to  take  my  draft  upon  youi 
department.  Notwithstanding  I  have  every  reason  to  beUeve  that  the 
appropriation  for  the  present  fiscal  year  is  already  expended,  yet,  to  se- 
cure the  safety  and  possession  of  the  provisions,  and  by  the  approba- 
tion of  Major  Emory,  I  have  drawn  upon  your  department  for  $7,250 
in  favor  of  Thomas  Davy,  dated  Paso  del  Norte,  December  18,  1851* 

This  draft  exceeds  the  amount  due  for  transportation  by  about  $1,400. 
^ITie  balance  I  received  in  cash,  which  will  enable  me  to  discharge 
several  laborers,  thereby  saving  their  pay,  which  would  otherwise  ac- 
cumulate, and  at  the  same  time  defray  small  expenses  of  pressing  ne- 
cessity. 

I  have  also  made  another  draft  in  favor  of  Mr.  T.  F.  White,  for 
$1,000,  dated  December  17,  1851,  for  the  payment  of  debts  already 
contracted.     These  drafl;s  were  both  made  under  the  most  pressing 

18 
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emergency,  and  It  is  hoped  that  some  arrangement  can.  be  roBide  tbr 
their  payment. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  TILLINGHAST, 
Quartermaster  and  Commmary  U.  S.  Boundury  Coni^fu 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior^  tfc.j  Spc* 


El  Paso,  Texas,  February  9,  18S2. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  clay  drawn  upon 

you,  by  order  of  Brevet  Major  W.  H.  Emory,  topographical  engineers, 

f  for  three  thousand  dollars.     Said  draft  is  made  payable  to  Mr.  Jame^ 

W.  Magoffin,  for  which  I  have  received  that  amount  of  cash,  and  am 

responsible  to  the  treasuiy  of  the  United  States  for  the  same. 

I  am,  sir,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  TILLINGHAST, 
Fint  Lieut.  1st  Artillery ^  Quartermaster  and  Com.  B*  C. 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior ^  TFashingtanj  D.  C^ 


Colonel  Graham  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Indianola,  April  26,  1851. 

Sir  :  The  pilot  bread  belonging  to  the  boundary  commission,  HieiH 
tioned  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  20th  instant,  having  been  represented 
to  me  as  too  much  damaged  by  exposure  to  the  weather,  while  lying 
1^  here  under  a  shed  since  August  last,  to  be  sent  forward  for  use,  I 
ordered  a  board  of  survey  upon  it,  and  upon  eight  boxes  of  hospital 
stores,  chemicals,  natural  history  appurtenances,  &c.,  which  were 
found  deposited  under  the  same  shed,  and  marked  as  the  property  of 
the  boundary  commission. 

.The  order  in  the  case,  and  the  proceedings  and  opinion  of  the  board, 

are  hereto   annexed,  marked  C.     In  pursuance  of  that  ojHnion,  the 

'  bread  was  this  day  sold  at  public  auction,  under  an  order  from  me  to 

that  efiect,  due  notice  having  been  previously  given,  by  public  hand* 

.    bills  posted  through  this  village. 

The  gross  amount  of  sales  was $94  85 

Auctioneer's  commission,  5  per  cent.,  off. 4  70 

Net  proceeds  of  sale 89  65 

The  above  net  amount  of  eighty-nine  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents 

has  been  paid  to  me  by  the  auctioneer,  and,  in  the  absence  of  a  com- 

misscuy,  I  have  charged  myself  with  it,  by  placing  it  to  the  credit  of 

fAe  boundary  survey,  in  my  accounts  rendered  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  of 

the  Treasury f  with  the  biU  o£  aa!b  axuaeiL^di  >iQi^i^V). 
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All  the  other  articles  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  board  of  survey 
will  be  sent  forward  to  El  Paso. 

Up  to  this  moment  no  oflScers  have  reported  to  me,  and  I  have  been 
compelled  to  continue  the  very  arduous  duty  of  attending  personally 
and  alone  to  superintending  every  detail  connected  with  the  service  I 
was  appointed  to  direct. 

I  trust  that  the  organization  of  the  quartermaster's  and  commissariat 
departments,  which  I  recommended  in  my  letter  of  the  6th  ultimo,  at 
Washington,  will  be  carried  into  effect.  I  can  assure  the  department 
that  the  state  of  the  service  i^uires  it.  Upon  a  survey  like  tnis,  con- 
sidering the  extent  of  desert  country  it  has  to  traverse,  as  much  care 
is  required  in  organizing  these  departments,  and  as  much  experience 
is  requisite  for  its  incumbents,  as  tnough  they  were  connected  with  the 
operations  of  troops  in  time  of  war. 

.  My  wagons  left  here,  with  the  instruments  and  a  portion  of  the  pro- 
visions for  my  small  party,  destined  to  El  Paso,  on  the  morning  of  the 
25th  instant. 

I  shall  overtake  them,  and  shaU  reach  San  Antonio  before  them,  and* 
we  shall  be  in  ample  time  for  the  military  escort  from  thence  to 
El  Paso. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
,  LietUenant  Colond,  Head  of  the  Scuntific  Corps,  Spc. 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stttart, 

Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior^ 


C. 

[Orders.]  IxdiaKola,  Tbjulsj  April  23,  1851. 

A  board  of  survey,  to  consist  of  Messrs.  J.  H.  Clark  and  J.  W.  Bald- 
win, attached  to  the  United  States  boundary  survey,  will  make  a  sur- 
vey and  inspection  of  seventy-five  barrels  of  pilot  bread  and  three  half 
barrels  of  crackers,  \^hich  were  left  here  in  August,  1850,  by  the 
boundary  commission ;  and  on  seven  boxes  of  chemicals,  hospital  stores, 
and  natural  history  appurtenances,  belonging  to  the  said  coinmission, 
which  arrived  here  in  November,  18S0,  in  the  steamer  Palmetto,  from 
New  Orleans ;  and  on  one  other  box  belonging  to  the  said  commission, 
which  arrived  here  by  the  steamer  Galveston  the  2Gth  of  December, 
1850. 

The  board  will  report  upon  the  present  condition  of  all  the  above 
articles,  and  state  their  opinion  whetner  they  are  now  fit  to  be  sent  for- 
ward to  El  Paso  del  Norte,  for  the  use  of  the  said  boundary  commission. 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lt.  CoLf  Head  of  the  Scientific  Corps  V.  S,  B.  C« 
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Indianola,  Texas,  April  23,  1861. 

We,  the  undersigned,  in  pursuance  of  the  above  order,  proceeded 
this  day  to  make  a  survey  and  inspection  of  the  articles  above  speci6ed. 
We  found  deposited  under  a  shed,  which  leaks  from  above,  and  which 
is  open  to  the  south,  and  exposed  to  the  rains  from  that  quarter,  7& 
barrels  of  pilot  bread,  2  half  barrels  of  soda  crackers,  and  1  half  barrel 
of  butter  crackers,  which  it  appears  were  left  here  by  the  boundary 
commission  in  August,  1850,  and  8  boxes,  7  of  which  arrived  here  in 
the  steamer  Palmetto  the  4th  of  November,  1850,  and  one  of  which  ar- 
rived here  in  the  steamer  Galveston,  26th  December,  1850,  as  we  are 
infornjed. 

Their  condition  is  at  present  as  follows: 


Articles. 


75  barrels  of  pilot  bread 

2  half  barrels  of  soda  crackers 

1  half  barrel  of  butter  crackers 

Box  No.  1,  containing  2  packages  wrap- 
ping paper,  marked  Mexican  boundary 
commission,  probably  intended  for  bo- 
tanical specimens;  2  large  portfolios 
filled  with  brown  paper  for  ditto;  1 
tin  box. 

Bdx  No.  2,  containing  1  package  of  wrap- 
ping paper  ;  2  packages  of  Bght  brown 
paper;  1  package  of  red  paper;  1  In- 
dia rubber  bag ;  3  pieces  of  oilcloth. 

Box  No.  3,  containing  6  tin  cans  of  alco- 
hol ;  1  can  of  Goadby's  solution  ;  1  can 
of  oil ;  2  cans  of  camphor  ;  6  bottles, 
3  of  which  are  marked  jmrt,  and  3  bran- 
dy; 2  small  bottles,  one  containing 
arsenic,  the  other  not  labelled  ;  1  piece 
of  glue  ;  1  .bar  of  pewter ;  1  box  of 
Dyer's  healing  embrocation  ;  1  box  of 
cocoa  paste ;  1  box  of  summer-savo- 
ry ;  1  Dox  of  sage,  pulverized  ;  2  box- 
es of  ground  pumpkm,  for  pies ;  2  small 
empty  tin  boxes ;  2  boxes  of  jelly,  one 
broken  ;  1  box  of  sweet  maijoram  ;  2 
glass  jars  of  peaches ;  1  box  of  sulph. 
ammonia ;  1  glass  jar  filled  with  ci- 

§ars ;  1  box  of  saidines ;  2  empty  bot- 
es ;  1  gauging  glass ;  1  package  of 
tin  and  copper  wire ;   3  earthen  jars 
filled   with  a  solution,  which  smells 
strongly  of  camphor ;  1  glass  jai  of 
isingia&s ;  1  cup  of  sealing  wax. 


Conditiofi. 


Damaged,  and  not  fit  for  use. 
Partially  daniaged. 
Damaged,  and  not  fit  for  use. 
In  good  condition,  and  fit  to 
be  sent  to  Paso  del  Norte. 


In  good  order,  and  fit  to  be 
sent  to  Paso  del  Norte. 


All  in  good  order,  (except 
one  box  of  jelly,)  and  fit  to 
be  sent  to  Paso  del  Norte. 


\ 
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STATEMENT— Continued. 
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Articles. 


Box  No.  4,  containing  2  tin  cases,  each  of 
which  cofltain^  six  drawers ;  these  draw- 
ers are  inlaid  with  cork,  probably  for 
pinning  insects. 

Box  No.  5,  containing  1  bottle  of  oil  of 
lemon ;  4  bottles  of  tinct.  ginger ;  1  can 
of  citric  acid.      # 

Box  No.  6,  containing  2  tea  boxes,  each 
filled  with  arrow-root. 

Box  No.  7,  containing  1  tin  case  hermet- 
ically sealed.  This  case  was  not  open- 
ed, and  consequently  its  contents  are 
unknown. 

Box  No.  8,  containing  a  chest  of  chemi- 
cals, and  implements  for  chemical  tests. 


Condition. 


In  good  order,  and  fit  to  be 
sent  to  Saso  del  Norte. 


In  good  order,  and  fit  to  be 
sent  to  Paso  del  Norte. 

One  in  good  order,  the  oth- 
er damaged,  but  fit  to  be 
sent  to  Paso  del  Norte. 

Apparently  in  good  order, 
and  fit  to  be  sent  to  Paso 
del  Norte. 

Three  vials  of  salts,  broken, 
and  contents  lost.  From 
many  of  the  vials  and  jars 
the  acid  and  salts  had 
evaporated  or  leaked,  so 
as  to  injure  the  padding 
of  the  interior  of  the  lid, 
and  the  coverings  of  ^he 
stoppers.  It  is  now  fit  to 
be  sent  to  Paso  del  Norte. 


It  is  our  opinion  that  the  75  barrels  of  pilot  bread,  and  the  half  bar- 
rel of  butler  crackers,  had  better  be  sold  at  public  auction,  and  the 
proceeds  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  boundary  fund. 

JOHN  H.  CLARK, 
JAMES  W.  BALDWIN. 


Arguments  o/*  Mexican  commissioTier  and  communications  from  U.  S.  sur- 
veyor to  John  IL  Bartletty  U.  S.  commissioner^  relating  the  southern 
boundary  of  New  Mexico^  1851. 

AROCTMEXrB   OF    GENERAL  CoNDE. 

At  the  fifth  meetingof  the  joint  commission,  on  December  20,  1850, 
at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Bartiett,  General  Cond6  observes : 

"It  is  unquestionable  that  the  intention  of  the  commissioners,  in 
drawing  up  the  treaty,  was,  that  the  southern  and  western  boundary 
iiznits  of  New  Mexico  should  be  those  marked  upon  Distuca^lT^  uv^^ 
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and  sealed  in  the  same  treaty.  It  ia  likewise  definitely  explained  in 
the  second  part  of  ihe  fifth  article ;  but  this  map  being  drawn  upon 
felse  statements — that  is  to  say,  things  appearim  on  it  which  eiist  not  on 
the  ground— it  is  necessary  to  adopt  a  mean  of  lulfilling  the  will  of  those 
who  made  the  treaty.     I  will  enter  into  the  question. 

"The  first  thing  to  be  taken  into  consideralifHi,  in  order  to  draw  the 
parallel  which  forms  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico,  ia  the 
starting  point,  qr  initial  point.  This  parallel  ia  a  sinuous  line  on  the  map 
which  It  is  impossible  to  draw  upon  the  ground ;  hence  it  is  that  we  can 
estimate  it  as  a  parallel  by  taking  the  medium  latitude  of  it  between 
the  maximum  and  minimum  which  this  sintious  line  gives :  it  resuks 
32°  ^^  of  latitude.     This  must,  then,  be  taken  as  the  initial  point. 

"  An  error  in  the  map,  which  must  not  be  looked  over,  was  the  sub- 
ject of  prolonged  discussions  between  ourselves^  but  the  good  faith  and 
absolute  obedience  which  we  pay  to  the  text  of  the  tieaty,  led  us  to  a 
conibrmity  of  ideas,  32°  23'  being  agreed  upon  as  the  parallel  oFwhich 
I  treat.  The  fact  is,  the  author  of  the  map  placed  the  town  of  El  P*o 
del  Norte  immediately  below  the  dividing  line ;  so  much  so,  that  by  the 
observations  that  may  be  taken,  it  will  be  seen  that  this  town  is  found 
near  34'  below  the  line.  Hence  arose  the  discussions  in  which  El  Paso 
del  Norte  was  considered  as  an  indifierent  point,  the  position  of  which 
was  mistaken  on  the  map,  but  not  as  a  landmark  fiom  which  the  dis* 
tance  to  the  parallel  ought  to  be  taken. 

"  The  question  looked  upon  in  this  light,  would  lead  to  serious  errors. 
The  first  would  be  to  destroy  the  boundary  system  of  New  Mexico 
adopted  in  the  treaty,  by  the  position  of  a  point  which  the  commissioii- 
ers  merely  named  in  order  to  show  it  always  should  remain  on  the 
s^them  portion  of  the  line.  The  second  would  lead  the  commissioa- 
ers  through  the  long  extent  of  nearly  four  miles,  which  the  town  of  El 
Pago  occupies,  to  lake  a  point  agreed  upon  in  order  to  determme  the 
distance  to  the  dividing  line;  the  arbitrarinessof  which  they  never  could 
assume.  The  third,  and  most  powerful,  in  consequence  of  these  trans- 
actions, would  be  to  adopt  a  puullel  which  was  not  ibund  marked  upon 
tlie  map,  nor  mentioned  m  the  treaty  oi' peace. 

'*  This  question  being  resolved,  we  will  pass  over  to  the  aecond. 
Which  is  the  lineal  or  longitudinal  extent  that  ought  to  be  given  to  this 
piirallelt  The  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  in  the  first  part,  says 
that  this  boundary  wilt  then  amtintit  untuunf^  alow  the  w/wle  louthen 
bovndary  (which  nmt  to  the  norlh  of  tht.  town  caBed  Et  Pato)  to  it*  wettent 
mmiiiattimi  thenrt  tht  dinding  line  wHlatcend  Kward*  tht  north,  l(c. 

"  Thus  it  appears  very  clear  that  the  termination  of  this  limit  is  the 
liicridiHt)  that  nas  been  drawn  upon  the  map  us  the  western  boundary 
i>r  Now  Mexico;  and  upon  this  gniund  tlie  initial  point  of  the  river 
llni\i'iiii<l  ilui  piiiiii  nil  (he  ground,  in  conibrmity  with  the  geograph- 
ii'iil  utMiiiiiiiiH  lilt'  tii;i|>  ^ves  them,  are  ibe  true  eastern  and  western 
■he  biiDutliii  \ ,  whatevtT  may  be  its  extent. 

«»  will  I'f  li>ural  to  be  corrobOTaled  by  the  sectmd  part  of 

t  •UYM :  '  The  snutheru  and  western  boundary  limits  of 

le  s|H'iiks,  arv  ibikse  marked  upon  the  map  entitled,'  &c., 

'"ould  it  lie  made  compatible  that  the  western  boundary 

Aboult,l  r«miuu  on  the  longittiduial  position  which  tie 

t 
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author  gives  it,  if,  by  taking  the  whole  length  which  the  map  gives  to 
«aid  parallel,  it  should  result  that  the  western  limit  of  New  Mexico 
would  be  either  before  or  after  the  one  determined  by  the  map? 

''  It  seems,  then,  unquestionable,  as  I  have  said,  that  the  extent  of 
the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico  will  be  found  to  be  enclosed 
within  the  parallel  as  comprehended  within  that  longitude  which  its 
geographical  position  may  snow  to  the  initial  point  on  tne  river  Bravo, 
and  die  ^dhgitude  that  the  southern  extreme  of  the  western  boundaiy 
marks  upon  the  map. 

''Iff  limited  in  this  manner,  it  should  turn  out  to  be  greater  or  less 
in  extent  than  the  one  drawn  upon  the  map,  both  nations  should  sub* 
tnit  themselves  to  the  fa^rorable  or  adverse  results  which  the  londtudi- 
nal  position  of  the  initial  point  on  the  bank  of  the  river  may  give  it;  for 
we  adhere  to  the  difference  which  £1  Paso  del  Norte  gave  with  regard 
to  its  latitude. 

''Notwithstanding,  as  I  have  before  stated  in  this  discussion,  this 
sftond  part  cannot  be  resolved  till  within  sight  of  tKe  land ;  and  per- 
haps I  will  be  enabled  to  facilitate  the  solution  of  this  question  ^f  the 
position  of  the  Rio  Mimbres,  or  any  other  locality,  should  present  a 
fjiontier  worthy  to  be  the  boundary  between  two  great  nsuions,  even 
if  a  small  sacrifice  should  be  necessary  on  my  part.** 


Santa  Rita  del  Cobre, 

New  Mexico,  July  25,  1851. 

Sm:  The  following  results  and  conclusions  have  been  arrived  at  on 
tny  part,  after  careful  and  mature  reflection ;  and  I  have,  therefore, 
the  honor  to  report,  and  advise  you  of  the  same. 

Your  request  to  me,  in  our  interview  of  Tuesday,  has  been  fully  at- 
tended to.  I  have  examined  and  revised  the  records  of  the  proceed- 
ings before  deciding  relative  to  a  confirmation  of,  or  agreement  to,  the 
operations  which  have  been  carried  on  in  the  further  demarcation  of 
the  boundary,  and  to  which  a  full  agreement  becomes  necessary  in 
order  to  be  binding. 

The  treaty  gives  to  the  two  commissioners  and  two  surveyors  com- 
missioned by  their  respective  governments,  jointly,  the  full  power  of 
running  and  marking  tne  entire  boundary  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Mexican  republics,  as  defined  by  the  fifth  article;  and  their 
joint  acts  and  decisions  in  this  demarcation  are  to  be  considered  '^ 
part  of  the  treaty,"  and  held  "sacred  by  the  two  governments." 

It  was  no  doubt  a  misfortune,  the  non-arrival  at  El  Paso  of  one  or 
two  of  the  above  named  officers  as  early  as  the  others ;  and  a  still 
further  detention  of  myself  may  have  been  the  cause  of  some  delay 
and  loss  of  time.  Nevertheless  this  event,  unforeseen  and  not  expected, 
was  fortunately  provided  for  in  the  adjournment  from  California  of  the 
joint  commission.  Either  party  arriving  at  the  time  or  place  before  the 
other,  by  an  express  stipulation  {vide  the  journal,)  coi/ld  push  on  its 
operations  as  far  as  practicable,  ^^subjecty  ofcowne^  to  the  exmmincuion  and 
revision  of  the  other  jKirtyy     The  Mexican  officers  fully  agreed  to  this. 

I  was  unfoitunate  imiMt  reaching  £1  Paso,  the  place  to  whLck^^ 
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had  adjourned,  until  some  time  after  the  operations  had  been  pushed 
forward.  The  causes  of  my  delay  I  will  not  here  discuss,  as  for  such 
I  am  responsible  to  my  government  at  Washington,  and  it  is  answerable 
for  my  detention.  This,  however,  cannot  be  taken  at  all  into  considera- 
tion by  its  influencing  or  governing,  in  the  smallest  degree,  the  revision 
and  examination  I  shall  now  enter  into  reliativeto  the  initial  point  on 
the  Rio  Grande,  and  that  part  of  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mex- 
ico upon  which  the  operations  seem  to  have  been  carri^  ^on  in  my 
absence.  These  operations  are,  by  joint  agieement,  subject  to  be 
revised  and  examined  by  any  one  of  the  joint  commission  as  to  their  true  and 
proper  situation,  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  and  terms  of  the  treaty. 

The  first  operation  seems  to  have  been  that  of  taking  a  point  of 
latitude  on  the  Rio  Grande,  as  one  called  for  in  the  treaty,  where  the 
river  strikes  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico.  The  Mexican 
commissioner  and  surveyor  have  selected  as  this  point  the  intersection 
with  the  river  o^  the  parallel  of  thirty-two  degrees  twenty-two  minutes 
north  latitude ;  and  from  thence  they  are  running  the  hne  westward. 
Their  reasons  and  arguments  I  have  made  a  copy  of  and  appended  to 
this  for  convenience  of  reference ;  also  a  tine  copy  of  that  portion  of  Dis- 
turnell's  map  to  which  I  refer. 

General  Conde,  the  Mexican  commissioner,  observes:  "It  is  ua- 
questionable  that  the  intention  of  the  commissioners  in  drawing  up  the 
treaty  was,  that  the  southern  and  western  boundary  limits  of  New 
Mexico  should  be  those  marked  upon  Distumell's  map,  and  sealed  in 
the  same  treaty.  It  is  Ukewise  definitely  explained  in  the  second  part 
of  the  fifth  article."  In  this  I  agree  with  him  perfectly;  but  he  says, 
"  This  map  being  drawn  upon  false  statements — that  is  to  say,  things 
appearing  on  it  which  exist  not  on  the  ground — it  is  necessary  to  adopt 
^  mean  of  fulfilling  the  will  of  those  who  made  the  treaty."  Here  I  can- 
not agree  with  him.  "  Drawn  upon  false  statements,"  because  "things 
appearing  on  it  exist  not  on  the  ground!"  Was  there  ever  a  map  of 
an  extensive  country  made  that  had  not  some  things  incorrectly  marked 
upon  it  ?  The  line  of  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico  appears 
upon  the  map,  but  it  does  not  as  yet  exist  upon  the  ground.  Still 
it  forms  a  very  important  part  of  the  map  itself,  and  we  are  sent  here 
to  cause  it  to  exist  upon  the  ground.  Now,  although  there  are  some 
things  appearing  upon  this  map  that  do  not  appear  upon  the  ground, 
yet  there  are  other  thin^  appearing  upon  it  that  do  exist  upon  the 
ground- — for  instance.  El  Faso. 

There  is  no  necessity,  therefore,  in  adopting  a  meati  of  fulfilling  the 
will  of  those  who  made  the  treaty.  I  doubt  whether  it  is  left  to  us  to 
alter  either  the  will  or  the  ivords  of  those  who  made  the  treaty. 

He  goes  on  to  say,  *•  The  first  thing  to  be  taken  into  consideration, 
in  order  to  draw  the  parallel  which  forms  the  southern  boundary  of 
New  Mexico,  is  the  starting  point  or  initial  point.  This  parallel  is  a 
sinuous  line  on  the  map  which  it  is  impossible  to  draw  upon  ttie 
ground ;  hence  it  is  that  w^e  can  estimate  it  as  a  parallel  by  taking 
the  medium  latitude  of  it  between  the  maximum  and  minimum  which 
this  sinuous4ine  gives :  it  results  32^  22'  of  latitude.  This  must,  then,  bo 
taken  as  the  initial  point."  Now,  he  assumes  the  southern  boundary 
line  of  New  Mexico  to  be  a  "  paraUeL"    If  the  line  is  truly  intended 
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for  a  parallel,  of  course  we  cannot  mark  it  upon  the  ground  as  a 
crooked  or  sinuous  line.  To  establish  it  as  a  parallel,  then,  by  taking 
the  medium  latitude  between  the  maximum  and  minimum  which  this 
sinuous  line  might  give,  does  not  result,  however,  in  latitude  "  32°  22';'* 
and  this,  therefore,  cannot  be  taken  as  the  latitude  of  the  initial  point 
upon  the  river.  The  line  may  be  laid  down  in  a  wrong  latitude  with 
reference  to  the  parallel,  as  marked  upon  the  map  ;  but  as  there  is  no 
mention  made  oi  latitude  in  describing  it  in  the  treaty,  it  must  be  re- 
ferrecJ|^\o  other  things.  If  we  wish  to  get  at  the  true  latitude  of  this 
line,  we  must  do  so  by  computing  it  from  the  true  latitude  of  El  Paso — 
an  actual  place  existing  upon  the  map  and  upon  the  ground,  and  like- 
wise mentioned  in  the  treaty.  The  distance  from  the  town  to  the 
point  where  the  Rio  Grande  "  strikes  the  southern  boundary  of  New 
Mexico,"  is  a  little  over  eight  miles,  as  measured  by  the  scale  drawn 
upon  Distumell's  map,  and  which  map  we  are  compelled  to  be  gov- 
erned by,  right  or  wrong,  as  the  lines  of  parallels  cy^meridians  may 
be.  Admitting  Kl  Paso  to  be  wrong  with  reference  ro  these  parallels 
of  latitude,  as  it  is  a  natural  "thing,"  appearing  upon  the  ground  as 
well  as  upon  the  map,  we  can  ascertain  its  tnie  latitude  by  observa- 
tion. It  will  be  found  that  the  parallel  of  31°  45'  north  passes  through 
it*.  Now,  as  the  southern  bounclary  of  New  Mexico  actually  measures 
only  eight  miles,  or  thereabouts,  north  of  El  Paso,  by  Disturneirs 
map,  and  this  distance  being  turned  into  minutes  and  seconds  of  lati- 
tude, (7  minutes  very  nearly,)  and  this  being  added  to  that  of  El  Paso, 
as  it  is  north  of  the  town,  places  the  line  in  31°  52'  very  nearly. 
Hence  it  cannot  be  in  latitude  32°  22'i«as  proposed  by  General  Cond6. 

Again,  General  Conde  remarks,  **  An  error  in  the  map,  which  must 
not  be  overlooked,  was  the  subject  of  prolonged  discussions  between 
ourselves ;  but  the  good  faith  and  absolute  obedience  which  we  pay 
to  the  text  of  the  treaty,  led  us  to  a  conformity  of  ideas,  32°  22'  being 
agreed  upon  as  the  parallel  of  which  I  treat."  It  is  to  be  regretted  ex- 
tremely tnat  the  acting  astronomer,  the  next  officer  in  the  absence  of  the 
surveyor,  sent  out  to  aid  and  assist  you,  particularly  when  such  prob- 
lems arose,  did  not  solve  the  apparent  mist  which  seemed  to  shroud 
this  **  error  on  the  map,"  and  thu^  prevent  those  prolonged  discussions 
which  the  Mexican  commissioner  appears  to  refer  to.  This  error 
which  General  Cond6  alludes  to  as  not  to  be  overlooked,  being  of 
course  that  of  the  viTong  position  upon  Disturaell's  map  of  the  parallel 
of  the  32°  of  north  latitude,  where  it  crosses  the  Rio  Grande,  has  noth- 
ing whatever  to  do  with  the  settlement  of  the  point  where  the  southern 
line  of  New  Mexico  leaves  the  river.  It  cannot  be,  as  he  seems  to 
think,  thfit  the  author  of  the  map  placed  the  town  of  El  Paso  del  Norte 
immediately  below  the  dividing  hne,  for  facts  show  the  reverse,  and 
that  he  actually  placed  the  dividing  line  immediately  above  or  north  of  El 
Paso, 

ff  General  Cond6  will  refer  to  Distumell's  map,  which  the  treaty 
obliges  us  to  follow,  he  will  see  that  practically  the  impoitant  natural 
points  from  El  Paso  to  Santa  Fe,  (within  which  spnce,  somewhere,  of 
course,  the  line  must  lie,)  bear  the  same  relative  positions  to  each  other 
upon  this  map  that  they  actually  do  upon  the  ground  ! 

Hence  it  Inconclusive  that  this  part  of  the  map,  at  any  rale^  ixsL\i^\.bfc 
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taken  as  relatively  correct  without  regard  to  the  parallels  of  latitude; 
and  consequendy  the  boundary  line  must  also  bear  its  relative  position 
to  El  Paso  upon  the  ground  that  it  does  upon  the  map.  Therefore  if 
he  asserts  (and  which  we  may  admit,  although  I  consider  it  foreign  to 
my  interpretation  of  the  treaty)  that  El  Paso  is  wrong  with  reference 
to  the  parallel  of  S29  north  latitude,  and  should  be  placed  further 
south,  he  must  admit,  as  Santa  Fe,  Valencia,  El  Paso,  and  the 
river  and  places  generally,  bear  the  relative  position  to  each  other 
above  referred  to,  that  also  the  Inap  itself  in  this  part  of  the  Sfpuntrj 
must  be  placed  proportionately  south,  and  the  line  Ukewise.  Hence 
El  Paso  cannot  be  an  indifierent  point,  unless  the  map  of  Distumell  is 
looked  upon  indifferentiy ;  which,  it  having  been  made  absolutely  a 
part  of  the  treaty,  it  cannot  be. 

General  Con  J(6  having  alluded  to  the  author,  I  will  remark,  that  as 
regards  his  placing  El  Paso  immediately  below  the  line,  thus  insinua- 
ting that  the  aj^or  has  made  the  town  contcquent  to  the  line,  it  has  been 
proved  that  he  made  the  line  consequent  to  the  town  ;  and  a  still  further 
proof  of  it  is  shown  from  the  fact  that  Distumell,  in  publishing  another 
map,  (dated  in  1849,  and  entitled,  if  I  recollect  right,  "Map  of  Cali- 
fornia, New  Mexico,"  &c.,)  has  marked  on  it  the  parallel  of  the  32^ 
north  latitude  right  with  reference  to  the  town  of  El  Paso,  and  the 
line,  also,  he  continues  to  place  immediately  north  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Trist,  the  honorable  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  in  negotiating  the  treaty,  was  aware  of  our  government  having 
lost,  and  been  troubled  at  least  twice  before,  by  reference  to  parallels 
of  latitude  in  defining  its  national  boundaries,  not  knowing  their  rela- 
tive position  upon  the  earth  to  permanent  natural  objects.  I  refer  to 
**  Rouse's  Point,"  on  the  northeastern  boundary,  and  to  the  meridian 
line  between  the  United  States  and  the  late  republic  of  Texas. 

When  the  demarcation  of  the  latter  line  took  place  in  1841,  it  was 
found  that  refemng  to  the  true  position  of  the  parallel  of  the  32^  of 
latitude,  where  it  crosses  the  river  Sabine,  the  whole  of  the  17th  range 
of  townships  fell  into  Texas.  It  \fSis  part  of  the  States  of  Louisiana 
and  Arkansas,  and  a  large  proportion  of  which,  after  being  se^tionized, 
had  been  sold  by  the  government  and  settled  upon  as  United  States 
territory.  It  had  to  be  given  up,  and  the  money,  paid  into  the  treasury 
by  thosp  who  purchased  any  portion  of  it,  returned. 

By  the  text  of  the  treaty  it  will  be  seen  that  in  no  instance  does  it 
mention  parallels  of  latitude  or  meridians  of  longitude;  and,  regarding 
the  will  of  those  who  negotiated  the  treaty,  the  undoubted  iifference 
must  be  drawn  that  they  scrupulously  avoided  them  in  every  way, 
preferring  natural  objects  upon  the  earth's  surface  to  those  imaginary 
and  unmarked  lines ;  and  by  this  they  have  elucidated  to  my  mind  a 
clear  and  unmistakable  description  of  the  boundary,  from  the  Pacific 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

This  point  being  proved,  "the  good  faith  and  absolute  obedience" 
(to  use  tne  General's  own  language)  which  he  pays  to  the  "^eat"  of  ibe 
treaty,  must  lead  him  to  believe  his  ideas,  relative  to  the  initial  point  in 
question,  being  in  thirty-two  .degrees  twenty-two  minutes  north  latitude, 
were  based  upon  erroneous  impressions. 

**  The  question,  looked  upon  in  this  light,  would  lea4[^^i^nous  er- 
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rors,"  the  Mexican  commissioner  says.      By  this  I  presume  he  refers 
to  locating  the  initial  point  of  the  line  upon  the  ground  by  its  relative 
.distance  irom  El  Paso,  as  measured  on  the  scale  of  the  map. 

He  says  it  will  destroy  the  boundary  system  of  New  Mexico  adopted 
in  the  treaty !  I  am  not  aware  of  but  one  system  which  seems  to 
have  been  adopted  in  the  treaty  while  describing  the  entire  line ;  and 
that  is,  throughout  to  avoid  referring  in  any  way  to  latitude  or  lonri- 
tude.  It  is  notorious  that  the  lines  representing  parallels  and  meridi-  - 
ans  placed  upon  the  map  referred  to  in  the  treaty  are  wrong,  and 
why  should  not  the  negotiators  throw  them  out  altogether?  This  ap- 
pears to  be  exactly  what  they  did  do. 

Ill  the  second  objection  which  he  makes  I  think  his  argument  has  but 
a  slight  basis ;  for  why  not  take  the  central  part  of  the  town — ^the 
plaza,  the  church,  or  such  other  public  point? 

Again :  The  third,  which  he  considers  the  most  powerful  in  his  fa- 
vor, I  look  upon  as  the  weakest — the  most  powerful  against  him  ;  for 
he  says  the  "consequence  of  these  transactions  would  be  to  adopt  a 
parauel  which  was  not  found  marked  upon  the  map  nor  mentioned  in  the 
treaty  of  peace !  "  By  this  latter  apknowledgraent  his  whole  reasoning 
falls^  to"  the  ground,  for  it  is  exactly  what  he  has  agreed  to  carry  out, 
but  which  I  trust  he  will  not  endeavor  longer  to  sustain  ;  for  he  has 
fallen  upon  a  parallel  which  is  neither  mentioned  in  the  treaty  of  peace  nor 
marked  upon  tlte  map. 

I  look  upon  the  final  settlement  by  us  of  this  "initial  point"  on  the 
Rio  Grande  as  fixing  the  position  of  the  entire  southern  boundary  of 
New  Mexico.  The  principle  upon  which  the  one  is  settled  must  de- 
cide the  other. 

Finally,  as  precedents  sometimes  govern  principles,  I  will  here  call 
your  attention  to  the  fact  thiat/in  ascertaining  the  beginning  point  on 
the  Pacific,  a  doubt  arose  as  to  the  exact  southernmost  point  of  the 
port.  The  treaty  obliged  us  to  go  by  "Don  Juan  Pantoja's  map  of 
1782."  The  conformation  of  the  coast  now  was  entirely  different  fnom 
that  laid  down ;  still,  a  bluff  point  some  distance  north  of  the  lower 
part  of  the  port  appeared  the  same  on  the  map  as  upon  the  ground. 
From  this  point,  representing  the  bluff,  was  measured,  by  the  scale  of 
the  map,  the  distance  to  the  most  southern  point  as  laid  down  on  the 
plan.  This  distance  was  laid  off  on  the  ground,  and  its  extremity 
taken  for  the  southernmost  point  of  the  port,  according  to  Don  Juan 
Pantoja.  It  fell  far  beyond  what  would  now  be  considered  the 
"southernmost  point;"  yet,  nevertheless,  from  this  the  marine  league 
was  run  and  the  initial  point  estabUshed. 

And  now,  Mr.  Bartlett,  having  submitted  my  views  and  opinions, 
being  the  regularly  commissioned  surveyor  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  to  assist  and  co-operate  with  you,  I  advise  an  immediate  sus- 
pension of  the  work  upon  the  line  which  the  Mexican  officers  are  now 
running,  and  that  you  inform  them  that  the  final  decision  of  this  line 
may  be  changed,  from  the  want  of  confirmation  and  agreement  of 
your  coReague.  I  trust  my  reasons  will  prove  clear  and  conclusive  to 
you,  relative  to  the  true  position  of  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mex- 
ico, and  I  shall  deeply  regret  any  loss  of  time  which  the  re-running  of 
this  suiall.plb^on  of  the  luie  may  occasion.     But  it  ist^your  dux^^%& 
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well  as  mine,  (and  I  look  upon  it  in  the  same  light  with  reg^d  to  the 
Mexican  commissioner  and  surveyor,)  if  we  have  been  misguided,  or 
committed  an  error,  arising  from  the  want  of  proper  information  oj 
otherwise,  and  we  axe  convinced  of  it,  that  we  are  ofmnd  to  correct  it. 

It  is  a  high  and  heavy  responsibiUty  which  rests  upon  us.  The  two 
governments  have  placed  their  rights,  in  the  demarcation  of  this  Une, 
m  our  hands,  to  decide  lawfuUy  and  conscienciously ;  and  the  high  tone 
and  principle  which  the  Mexican  officers  seem  desirous  of  maintaining 
with  us,  I  am  sure,  will  lead  them  to  correct  any  error  which  they  may 
have  fallen  into. 

By  our  joint  decision,  solemnly  and  legally  concluded,  our  respective 
governments  have  to  abide ;  by  it  the  citizenship  of  a  communitj  de- 
ends.     A  matter  of  a  few  days  or  few  months  is  not  to  be  considered. 

o  influence  must  bring  us  to  a  wrong  decision.  By  it  the  future 
hopes,  the  happiness,  and  the  welfare  of  many  may  be  sacrificed — 
may  be  lost  forever. 

As  it  is  principle  and  not  interest  that  has  governed  us,  and  will,  I 
hope,  contniue  to  do  so,  I  have  not  considered  ihe  value  of  one  portion 
of  country  more  than  another  in  acting  upon  this  boundary.  I  believe 
the  same  likewise  to  actuate  all  the  Mexican  representatives. 

Should  a  temporary  suspension  of  work  take  place  upon  one  portion 
of  the  line,  growing  out  of  a  difference  of  opinion,  or  otherwise,  we 
can  carry  on  the  sur\'ey  of  another  part.  So,  should  we  all  not  come 
to  a  final  agreement  on  the  beginning  point  of  the  southern  boundary 
of  New  Mexico,  and  feel  obliged  to  refer  it  to  our  governments,  the 
survey  of  the  Gila  river  can  still  be  progressing,  and  also  that  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  if  found  advisable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  very  faithfully 
yours,  *:';■■ 

A.  B.  GRAY, 
United. States  Survajor,  S(c. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

(/.  S.  ComfnutsioTur,  under  5th  art.  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo. 


Appendix  to  the  above. 

Encampment,  Santa  Rita  del  C0BRE9 

New  Mexico^  July  31,  1851. 

Sir:  Upon  further  examination,  since  my  last  communication  to 
you,  lam  still  more  strengthened  in  the  belief  that  the  line  represent- 
ing the  limit  upon  Disturnell's  map  of  the  southern  boundary  of  New 
Mexico  never  was  intended  to  have  reference  to  latitude,  but  to  natural 
positions  existing  on  the  ground,  and  represented  upon  his  map. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  **  parallels  "  and  "  meridians  "  which  repre- 
sent boundaries  upon  Disturnell's  map  are  bold  and  peculiarlv-divided 
and  dotted  lines,  so  marked  in  contradistinction  to  those  bounwries  not 
intended  to  refer  to  parallels  or  meridians.  They  are  direct,  Tind  not 
sinuous  lines,  as  the  others,  and  are  laid  (lf)wn  east  and  west  and  due 
north  and  sowth.     For  example:  the  northern  line  of  Alta  California, 

4^ 
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the  original  dividing  line  between  Upper  and  Lower  California,  the 
east  hne  of  New  Mexico  or  Santa  Fe,  a  meridian  between  Red  river 
and  the  Arkansas,  ^he  meridian  hne  between  the  Sabine  and  Red 
river,  all  of  which  were  lines  of  boundaries  first  estabhshed  by  Mexico. 
But  it  appears  almost  all  the  interior  boundaries  of  the  various  depart- 
ments forming  the  new  Mexican  States  were  described  by  rivers, 
ranges  of  mountains, -roads,  trails,  routes  of  travellers,  or  by  actual 
objects  that  have  existed  or  do  exist  upon  the  ground.  This  can  be 
observed  by  almost  any  map  of  Mexico  having  its  various  departments 
marked  upon  it ;  and  hence  the  cause  of  these  boundaries  being  sinuous 
lines. 

The  line  of  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico  or  Santa  Fe,  as 
laid  down  in  Disturnell's  map,  has  not  its  "  initial  point "  upon  the  Rio 
Grande,  but  upon  the  Colorado,  or  Red  river,  where  the  meridian  hne 
north  to  the  Arkansas  leaves  it.  It  then  appears  to  follow  up  the 
southern  or  Choctaw  branch  of  Red  river  to  its  head,  thence  across  to 

the  head  of  the river,  (the  northern  terminus  of  the  department 

of  Texas,)  thence  across  to  El  Paso  del  Norte,  (the  north  pass  of  the 
Rio  Grande,)  and  thence  westwardly,  all  plainly  and  distinctly  laid 
down  in  a  peculiarly-dotted  line,  sinuous  anci  different  from  those  de- 
fined by  parallels  or  meridians. 

The  treaty,  in  describing  the  western  boundary,  says:  '*From 
thence  up  the  middle  of  that  river,  (Rio  Grande,)  following  the  deepest 
channel  where  it  has  more  than  one,  to  the  point  where  it  strikes  the 
southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico ;  thence  westwardly  along  the  whole 
southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico  (which  runs  north  of  the  town 
called  Paso)  to  its  western  termination ;  thence  northward,"  &c.,  &c. 

We  are  required,  then,  by  the  treaty  itself,  to  judge  by  Distui-nell's 
map  what  is  defined  as  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico,  and 
consequently  the  "  point  where  the  Rio  Grande  strikes  it,"  at  least 
until  it  is  proven  by  the  law  (that  of  the  congress  of  Mexico)  to  be 
otherwise. 

Now,  in  the  absence  of  the  text  of  that  law,  which  might  possibly 
throw  some  light  upon  the  question,  and  \yhich  we  do  not  possess,  but 
which,  if  General  Conde  does,  he  takes  care  in  his  arguments  not  to 
bring  forward,  or  even  to  refer  to,  then,  I  say,  but  one  result,  but  one 
inference,  alone,  can  be  drawn  from  what  I  have  proven  :  that  the  line 
where  it  crosses  the  Rio  Grande — the  point  where  the  river  strikes  it- 
is  at  the  pass  of  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte. 

This  pass  is  known  to  everybody  in  the  neighborhood  to  be  only  a 
few  miles  north  of  the  central  part  of  the  town  bearing  the  same  name.. 
The  great  and  only  road  leading  from  Santa  Fe  through  Chihuahua, 
and  to  the  capital  of  Mexico,  crosses^^here.  It  is  an  unchangeable 
ford — a  natural  rapid  or  dam ;  (since  artificially  added  to  or  improved 
upon ;)  the  only  one  of  the  kind  known  on  the  whole  upper  part  of  the 
river — and  hence  its  name  of  El  Paso. 

Also,  "  the  southern  and  western  limits  of  New  Mexico  mentioned 
in  this  article  are  those  laid  down  in  the  map  entitled  *Map  of  the 
United  Mexican  States,  as  organized  and  defined  by  various  acts  of  the 
congress  of  said  republic^  and  constructed  according  to  the  best  author- . 
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ities.    Revised  edition,  published  at  New  York  in  1847,  by  J.  Distur- 
nell." 

I  wish  to  give  you  these  points  as  bearing  with  jja^rticular  reference 
to  the  settlement  of  the  entire  line  of  the  southern  boundary  of  New 
Mexico,  and  to  aid  me  in  proving  that  the  point  to  start  from  on  the 
river  is  some  thirty-four  mdes  very  nearly,  noiore  or  less,  south  of  what 
General  Cond^  endeavors  to  show  «AottM  be  theJVinitial  point;"  and 
consequently  the  thickly-populated  town  of  Mesilla,  its  beautitiil  and 
highly-cultivated  valley,  and  the  rich  and  fertile  bottom-land  of  this 
entire  distance,  rightfully  is  a  part  of  the  territory  of  New  Mexico,  and 
belongs  to  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  to  ask  that  this  may  be  placed  as  an  appendix  to  my  last 
communication. 

Very  respectfully,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GRAY,  J7.  S.  Surveyor,  ^t. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

£7.  S.  Commissianerf  4^.,  4^«,  4^. 

P.  S. — ^Just  as  I  was  having  the  above  copied,  before  sending  it  to 
you,  yours  of  the  30th  was  handed  to  me  by  Mr.  Houghton. 

I  merely  attach  this  postscript  to  acknowledge  its  receipt,  and  to  add 
that  I  regret  what  is  so  clear  and  conclusive  to  my  mind,  from  the 
facts  set  before  me— the  arguments  of  General  Cond6 — ^is  not  so  to  you. 

You  say  that  you  received  mine  of  the  25th  instant,  in  reference  to 
the  '^  initial  point  of  32^  22',  agreed  upon  by  the  joint  commission  as 
the  point  where  the  Rio  Grande  strikes  the  southern  boundary  of  New 
Mexico."  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  that  communication  again,  as  it 
was  not  with  reference  to  the  initial  point  as  agreed  upon  by  the  ^* Joint 
commission.*^  The  peculiar  wording  of  the  treaty,  by  which  these  points 
and  lines  are  to  be  decided,  has  made  the  "joint  commission"  to  be  com- 
posed of  four  persons ;  and  as  I  happened  to  have  held  at  that  time 
one  of  those  commissions,  regularly  commissioned  by  the  President,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  the  treaty-making 
power  in  the  United  States,  commissioning  me,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  "  to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  line  accordmg  to  law,*' 
and  as  I  was  not  superseded  by  the  President,  but  still  possessed  that 
commission,  signed  by  him  and  sealed  by  the  department,  and  no  one 
else  did,  there  could  not  possibly  be  another  legally  holding  the  same 
commission.  Now,  as  I  never  agreed  that  the  point  was  at  32°  22^,  it 
is  clear  that  it  was  not  an  act  final  of  the  Joint  commission,  but  a  sort  of 
ex  parte  act,  and  not  binding  without  the  confirmation  of  the  absent 
fommissioned  person. 

If  you  do  procure  such  map^and  documents  as  will  aid  you  in  elu- 
cidating, as  you  say,  the  points  at  issue,  and  I  am  convinced  that  the 
line  should  commence  so  far  up  the  Rio  Grande  as  32°  22',  I  shall  im- 
mediately agree  to  the  same.  Still,  should  I  procure  any  further  inform- 
ation, to  enable  me  to  cause  you  to  be  yet  convinced  of  its  error,  I 
shall  lay  the  same  before  you. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  high 
personal  regard  and  esteem. 

K»  ^%  GRAY^  Surveyor,  IfC. 
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Colonel  Graham  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior^ 

Frontera,  near  El  Paso  del  Norte, 

November  24,  1861. 

Sir:  I  bad  the  honor  to  address  you,  on  the  16th  instant,  in  relation 
to  the  progress  of  the  surveys  upon  the  United  States  and  Mexican 
boundary  line.  That  communication  was  forwarded  by  the  mail 
which  left  here  on  that  day,  to  go  via  Santa  F6  and  Independence. 

On  the  17th  a  second  surveying  party  was  put  upon  a  section  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  below  this  place,  so  that  we  have  now  two  surveying  par- 
ties actively  employed  upon  this  river,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  commission. 

Although  these  parties  are  not  accompanied  by  any  representative 
from  the  Mexican  boundary  commission,  yet,  in  pursuance  of  an  agree- 
ment with  Mr^  Salazar,  the  Mexican  astronomer  and  surveyor,  a  copy 
of  which  is  annexed,  marked  D,  our  labors  will  be  authenticated  on  tne 
part  of  that  commission  as  they  progress,  and  thus  be  rendered  final. 

We  have  now  about  sixty  clays'  subsistence  stores  on  hand ;  these, 
added  to  the  supplies  expected  by  Ponce  de  Leon's  train,  in  the  course 
of  the  present  or  early  in  the  ensuing  month,  will,  I  ^ust,  enable  us  to 
push  the  work  forward  upon  the  eastern  division  with  a  rapidity  and 
degree  of  accuracy  that  will  prove  satisfactory  to  the  two  governments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieutenant  Colonel^  Head  of  the  Scientific  Corps^  ^. 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  tfie  Department  of  the  Interior. 


[D.] 

Plan  for  the  conjoint  survey  of  the  Rio  Grande,  or  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte, 
formed  and  agreed  to  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham,  Princi- 
pal Astronomer  and  Head  of  the  Scientific  Corps,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  Boundary  Commission,  and  Don  Jos6  Salazar  y  Lar- 
regui.  Principal  Astronomer  and  Surveyor,  on  the  part  of  the  Mexi- 
can Boundary  Conmiission. 

We,  the  undersigned,  in  pursuance  of  authority  delegated  to  us  at  a 
meeting  held  in  camp,  on  the  7th  of  September,  1861,  by  the  joint, 
commission  for  running  and  marking  the  boundary  between  the  repub- 
lics of  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  under  the  fifdi  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  do  certify  and  authenticate  {he  following  as 
the  result  of  our  conferences  held  on  the  13th,  17th,  and  24th  of  No- 
vember, 1861,  at  and  near  El  Paso  del  Norte,  in  regard  to  the  survey 
of  that  portion  of  the  Rio  Grande,  or  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte,  which  con- 
stitutes a  part  of  the  boundary  between  the  two  republics  under  the 
a&resaid  treaty,  viz :  It  is  agreed, 

1st.  That  the  course  and  sinuosities  of  the  river  shall  be  run  out 
by  means  of  theodolites,  of  portable  and  cou\^tu&u\.  iviJ^^oxVj  %\s^* 
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veyors*  compasses,  and  the  measurements  made  with  tjie  chain,  or  by 
means  of  portable  micrometer  telescopes,  for  observmg  the  angles  of 
subtense  of  a  rod  of  given  length  at  various  distances. 

All  towns,  villages,  and  habitations,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
river,  shall  be  surveyed  aiad  laid  down  upon  the  maps,  and  also  the 
topography,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done  without  too  much  retarding  the  work. 

Should  the  commission  on  the  part  of  either  of  the  two  govern- 
ments, however,  find  it  inconvenient  to  make  this,  survey  so  minute  as 
is  above  described,  the  said  party  may,  at  its  option,  confine  this 
degree  of  minuteness  to  the  inhabited  and  other  portions  of  the  river 
that  may  be  deemed  to  possess  sufficient  interest,  and  make  a  more 
rapid  and  more  general  survey  of  the  other  portions. 

Such  party  shall,  however,  in  that  case  satisfy  itself  as  to  the  correct- 
ness of  the  more  minute  survey  of  the  other  party,  and  when  so  satis- 
fied shall  authenticate  it  by  signing  the  notes  of  survey  and  the  maps 
projected  therefrom. 

2d.  The  run  of  the  work  will  be  corrected  by  determinations  of  lat- 
itude and  longitude  from  ai^tronomical  observations  at  suitable  points  to 
be  selected  as  the  work  progresses.  Whenever  the  necessary  facihties 
shall  be  aflfbrded  by  visible  heights  within  convenient  distances,  these 
points  will  be  connected  in  longitude  by  observing  signals  marfe  by 
flashing  gunpowder,  compared  with  the  local  lime  determined  from  ob- 
servations at  the  said  points.  When  such  facihties  do  not  occur,  the 
connections  in  longitude  will  be  made  by  the  transmission,  back  and 
forth,  of  chronometers,  showing  the  diflerence  in  local  time  at  such  sta- 
tions. 

3d.  All  islands  shall  be  surveyed  with  care,  and  tlie  channels  on  both 
sides  ascertained  by  soundings,  in  order  to  determine  which  is  the  deep- 
est, and  consequently  to  which  government  the  said  islands  belong. 
Whenever  either  party,  or  the  surveyors  of  either  party,  shall  have  sur- 
veyed any  island  or  islands,  due  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  other  party, 
and  they  or  their  surveyors  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  make  such  ex- 
aminations of  the  channels  as  may  be  necessary  to  determine  which  is 
the  deepest;  and  having  agreed  upon  this  point,  they  shall  make  a  con- 
joint certificate,  stating  that  the  said  island  or  islands  belong  to  the 
republic  of  the  United  States,  or  Mexico,  as  the  case  may  be,  which 
certificate  shall  be  signed  in  duplicate  and  transmitted  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  two  governments  for  their  information,  as  early  as  may  be 
practicable. 

4th.  Should  the  Rio  Grande  or  Bravo  del  Norte  be  found  to  flow 
into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  by  more  than  one  channel,  all  shall  be  sounded 
so  that  the  boundary  line  may  be  laid  down  along  the  middle  of  the 
deepest  one.  Soundings  shall  then  be  carried  out  from  the  mouth  of 
this  deepest  chanhel  to  a  distance  of  three  leagues  into  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, in  order  to  show  the  best  entrance  for  vessels  into  the  river.  Either 
party  desiring  it  may  extend  these  soundings  to  the  said  distance  of 
three  leagues  out  from  the  entrance  of  all  the  said  channels,  the  results  to 
be  considered  as  for  the  benefit  of  the  navigators  of  both  countries,  and 
to  be  rendered,  for  that  object,  in  duplicate  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
two  ^governments. 

6tb»  Should  either  party  be  ptepaied  \o  eo^cwiievice  the  survey  of  this 
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river  before  the  other,  the  said  party  may  go  on  with  it  conformably  with 
the  foregoing  aiticles,  and  the  result,  on  being  verified  and  assented  to 
by  the  other  party,  will  be  authenticated  and  agreed  to  by  both,  and  be 
so  reported  to  the  joint  commission  of  the  two  governments  in  ^nriting 
and  in  duplicate. 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  CoLj  Principal  Astronomer  and  Head  of  the  Scientijic  Corps^ 

on  the  part  of  the  United  States* 
JOSE  SALAZAR  Y  LARREGUI.      " 

Frontera,  K^iR  El  Paso  del  Norte, 

November  2^,  1861. 

A  true  copy:    J.  D.  Graham, 

Lieutenant  Colonel^  ifc.^  Spc. 


Colonel  Graham  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

San  Antonio,  Texas,  May  10,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  here  on  the  6th 
instant,  with  my  party,  and  all  the  instruments  destined  for  El  Paso 
del  Norte  for  the  boundary  survey  in  good  order.  A  few  of  the  larger 
ones,  intended  to  be  used  hereailer  for  the  survey  of  the  lower  &o 
Grande,  were  left  at  Indianola,  to  be  taken  to  that  part  of  the  line  at  a 
future  time. 

Those  I  have  brought  forward,  and  the  provisions  for  my  party, 
were  transported  fi:'om  Indianola  to  this  place  by  the  quartermaster's 
department,  at  the  usual  rate  of  charge. 

Finding  that  a  single  wagon,  which  I  was  authorized  to  call  on  the 
quartermaster's  department  for,  was  insuflSicient  for  the  transponation 
of  these  articles  from  this  place  to  El  Paso,  owing  to  the  small  size  of 
the  wagon  bodies  used  here,  I  made  a  requisition  for  five  wagons  and 
teams  instead  of  one,  for  I  found  that  number  indispensably  necessary. 
Under  the  emergency  of  the  case  this  requisition  was  approved  by 
General  Harney,  commanding  the  eighth  military  department,  and  they  |^ 
were  issued  to  me. 

Captain  S.  G.  French,  of  the  quartermaster's  department,  com- 
mander  of  the  train  destined  to  El  Paso  for  the  transportation  of  army      ^ 
supplies,  was  still  here  when  I  arrived,  and  did  not  leave  until  the  7th, 
intending  to  organize  his  train  at  Leona  for  the  line  of  march,  which 
would  require  several  days. 

My  wagons  were  carefuUy  packed  with  the  instruments  and  pro- 
visions with  all  despatch,  and  they  proceeded  early  this  qjorning  to 
join  the  train  of  Captain  French  at  Leona. 

In  addition  to  the  accommodation  furnished  by  Major  Babbitt,  the 
chief  quartermaster  at  this  station,  I  was  obliged  to  purchase  sixteen 
mules  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  two  light  spring-wagons  loaded  with 
the  more  dehcate  instruments,  and  for  mounting  my  party.  The 
quartermaster  could  spare  me  only  ten,  which  I  bought  at  the  average 
original  cost.     The  remaining  six  were  purchased  in  the  market  here. 

With  these  a^d  a  portion  of  my  parly,  (who  Aid  not  accom^jao:^  \\sft, 
19       ♦ 
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wagons  this  moriung,)  I  shall  proceed  on  to  join  the  train  at  Leona,  as 
soon  as  I  can  complete  the  papers  necessary  to  a  settlement  with  Major 
Babbitt. 

F9r  these  necessary  equipments  for  the  journey  and  for  future  ser- 
vice, and  for  the  provisions  furnished  by  the  subsistence  department 
here,  I  have  tlrawn  on  the  Department  of  the  Interior  at  Washington, 
payable  on  the  1st  of  July  next;  and  I  request  my  drafts  may  be  hon- 
ored at  maturity,  as  follows,  viz : 

1st.  My  draft  in  favor  of  the  quartermaster's  department  at  Wash- 
ington for  services,  as  shown  by  accompanyi^  paper  marked 
D .T. $2,861  60 

2d.  My  draft  in  favor  of  same  for  the  purchase  of  mule%, 
harness,  and  other  articles,  enumerated  in  accompanying 
paper  marked  E .' 1,174  72 

8d.  My  draft  in  favor  of  J.  R.  Sweet  &  Co.,  for  purchase  of 

five  mules,  as  shown  by  accompanying  paper  marked  F . .      400  00 

4th.  My  draft  in  favor  of  the  subsistence  department  at 
.  Washington  for  provisions  furnished,  as  shown  by  accom- 
panying paper  marked  G 117  76 

Total 4,554  08 


•  I  was  not  able  to  obtain  transportation  for  all  the  boxes  of  chemicals 
and  natural  history  appurtenances  found  at  Indianola,  which  I  stated, 
in  my  letter  to  the  department  of  the  26th  ultimo,  I  would  forward  to 
El  Paso.  Nos.  3,  5,  and  6,  mentioned  therein,  containing  hospital 
stores,  have  been  sent  forward,  as  they  weigh  altogether  only  208 
pounds.  Nos.  1,  2,  4,  7,  and  8,  weigh  altogether  881  pounds,  which 
IS  more  than  one-third  of  a  load  for  a  wagon  such  as  is  used  here. 
Their  contents  are  not  absolutely  appUcable  to  the  service,  though  they 
\^ould  aid  in  very  interesting  investigations  in  natural  history. 

On  my  arrival  here,  I  found  that  the  order  of  detail  directing  Lieu- 
tenant Michler  to  report  to  me  had  not  been  served  on  him,  owing  to 
some  irregularity,  as  viewed  by  the  commanding  general  of  the  eighth 
mihtary  department,  in  the  mode  of  issuing  it.  He  could  not,  however, 
have  joined  me,  owing  to  ill  health,  and  has  gone  north  on  a  sick  leave. 
It  would  be  a  great  aid  to  this  survey  if  two  graduates  firom  the  Mihtary 
Academy,  of  next  month,  could  be  obtained  as  assistants,  and  ordered 
out,  by  way  of  Independence  and  Santa  F^,  to  report  to  me. 

I  trust,  sir,  the  fiscal  arrangements  which  I  have  reported  above,  and 
which  I  was  compelled  to  make,  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  de- 
pgftmente  They  belong,  properly,  to  the  quartermaster's  and  commis- 
sary's department  of  the  commission ;  but  I  have  been  obliged  tem- 
porarily to  assume  them,  in  the  absence  of  ofllicers  for  those  branches. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

J.  p.  GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  Col.y  Head  of  the  Scientific  Corpsj  V.  S.  B.  C 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  interior^  ^.,  4C^.,  Washington^  '  -^ 
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P.  S. — Since  closing  the  above  communication,  Lieutenant  Smith, 
topographical  engineers,  and  Mr.  Radziminski,  one  of  my  assistants  in  * 
the  northeastern  boundary  office,  have  arrived  and  reported  to  me. 
They  inform  me  that  Mr.  Griy,  and  Lieutenants  Tillinghast  and  Bum- 
side,  of  the  artillery,  are  about  a  day's  travel  only  from  this  place,  on 
their  way  to  report  to  me ;  and  that  they  will  require  facilities  for  trans- 
portation, &c.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to 
await  their  arrival ;  otherwise  they  might  not  be  able  to  go  forward 

fromptlv,  and  that  would  be  a  great  embarrassment  to  the  service,  for^ 
have  felt  the  necessity  of  their  services. 

Very  respectfully,  % 

J.  D.  GRAHAM,  Lieut.  Col.,  ^r.,  ^r. 


D. 

The  United  States  Mexican  Boundary  Commission  in  account  current  with 

the  United  States  Quartermaster's  Department. 

1851.  Dr. 

May  9.  For  services  of  five  six-mule  teams,  with  wagons, 
in  transporting  instruments,  provisions,  and  other 

Kublic   supplies   appertaining   to  the   Mexican 
oundaiy  survey— one  hundred  days  from  9th 
May,  1851,  (estimated  time  necessary  for  the  •, 

whole  trip,  to  and  from)  at  $6  50  per  day  for 
each  wagoui  which  is  to  include  the  cost  of  such 
forage  as  may  Bfe  used  at  the  ends  of  the  route 
for  a  portion  of  the  one  hundred  days,  and  also 

pay  of  teamster  and  subsistence , $2,750  00 

For  transportation  of  7,440  pounds  of  same  stores 
from  Indianola  to  San  Antonio,  between  the 
25th  April,  1851,  and  8th  May,  at  $1  50  per 
one  hundred  pounds Ill  60 

2,861  60 


1851.  Cr. 

May  9.  By  draft  as  follows:  "The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  is  respectfully  requested  to  cause  the 
amount  to  be  transferred  at  Washington  to  the 
Quartermaster's  department,  fiom  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Mexican  boundary  survey,  for  the 
fiscal  year  commencing  1st  July,  1851" $2,861  60 


J.  D.  GRAHAM, 

Lieut.  Col.,  Head  of  the  Scientific  Corps^  U.  S^B.  C. 

E.  B.  BABBITT, 

Brevet  Major,  and  A.  Q.  M. 

A  truef  copy : 

Jno.  Lawson,  Secretary,  4^.,  4^. 
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E. 

The  United  States  Mexican  Boundary  Survey  bought  of  the  United  States 

Quartermaster's  Department: 

1851. 

May  9.      8  mules,  at  $90  each $720  00 

2  mules,  at  $65  each. 110  00 

8  sets  horse  harness,  at  $12  each 96  00 

18  pounds  horse-shoe  nails,  at  30  cts.  lb 540 

150  mule  shoes,  at  12J  cts.  each 18  75 

500  grain  sacks,  at  2b  cts.  each 122  50 

100  feet  pine  boards,  at  %2b  M 2  50 

2  bottles  Bartine's  lotion,  at  $1  per  bottle 2  00 

2  botdes  opodeldoc,  at  25  cts.  each 50 

2  botdes  Venice  turpentine,  at  50  cts.  each 1  00 

1  pound  calomel,  at  $2  50 2  50 

5  pounds  castile  soap,  at  37 J  cts.  per  lb 1  87 

1  small  botde  laudanum,  at  $1 1  00 

2  botdes  oil  of  spike,  at  50  cts.  each -  1  00 

2  botdes  Briush  oil,  at  37i  cts.  each 75 

290  pounds  halter  rope,  at  18  cts.  per  lb 48  20 

1  jack-screw,  at  $8  50 8  50 

5  w^ter  kegs,  with  bails,  at  $2  2b  each 11  25 

2  botdes  horse  liniment,  at  $1  each 2  00 

1  riding  bridle,  at  $1  50 1  50 

4  lar^e  saddle  blankets,  at  $2  ^  each 10  00 

5  swmgle-trees,  extra,  at  $1  50  each 7  50 


1,174  72 


« 


I  certify  that  the  above  account  is  correct  and  just ;  that  the  articles 
enumerated  above  have  been  received  by  me  for  the  service  of  die 
United  States  boundary  survey  under  my  charge.  And  thd  Hon. 
Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  is  respectfully  requested 
to  cause  the  amount,  eleven  hundred  and  seventy-four  dollars  and  seventy 
two  cents,  to  be  transferred  at  Washington  to  the  credit  of  the  Unit«i 
States  Quartermaster's  department,  out  of  the  appropriation  for  the 
survey,  for  the  fiscal  year  commencing  1st  July,  1851. 

(SextupUcates^  J.  D.  GRAHAM, 

Bvt.  Lt.  CoLj  Head  of  the  Scientific  Corps^  U.  S.  B.  C 

San  Antonio,  May  10, 1851. 

A  true  copy : 
Jno.  Lawson,  Secretary^  4^.,  4^. 

Y 
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F. 

The  United  States  Boundary  Commission  to  James  R*  Sweet  8f  Co.,  Dr. 
May  10,  1851.  To  the  purchase  of  five  mules,  at  $80  each. .  <400  00 

Received,  San  Antonio,  May  10,  1861,  of  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham, 
head  of  the  scientific  corps,  his  draft  on  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  for  four  hundred  dollars,  in  payment  of  the  above  account. 

(Signed  duplicates.) 

JAS.  5.  SWEET  &  CO. 

I  certify  that  the  above  account  is  correct  and  just,  that  the  mules 
have  been  delivered  to  me  in  good  order,  and  that  they  were  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  public  service. 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieut*  CoLy  Head  of  the  Scientific  Corps  U.  S.  B^-C 

A  true  copy  t 

J.  Lawson,  Secretary,  4^.,  4^. 


G. 

Invoice  of  subsistence  stores  this  day  delivered  to  Lieut.  Colonel  J,  D.  Graham^ 
head  of  the  scientific  corps  of  the  United  States  and  Mexican  boundary 
commission  J  as  follows^  viz: 

250  pounds  bacon,  at  9  cents  per  pound $22  50 

1  oarrel  pork,  at  $15  per  barrel. 15  00 

798  pounds  bread,  at  7  cents  per  pound ^^  86 

1  bushel  beans,  at  $2  56  per  bushel 2  56 

48  pounds  coffee,  at  15  cents  per  pound 7  20     |R 

96  pounds  of  sugar,  at  9J  cents  per  pound 9  12 

10  gallons  vinegar,  at  28  cents  per  gallon 2  80 

32  pounds  soap,  at  8^^  cents  per  pound 2  72 

117  76 

(Signed  in  duplicate.) 

L.  B.  WOOD,  ^ 

First  Lieut.  %th  Infantry  and  Brevet  Captain^  D.  C.  S. 

a 

Subsistence  Depot, 

San  Antonio^  Texas,  May  10,  185]* 

San  Antonio,  May  10,  1851. 

I  have  received  from  Captain  L.  B.  Wood,  department  commissary^ 
of  subsistence,  at  San  Antonio^  the  above  provisions  for  the  use  of  the 

I)arty  under  my  command,  engaged  for  the  survey  of  the  ^boundary 
ine  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  the  same  being  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  sJlid  Darty,  as  will  appear  by  my  account  rendereci 
to  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  Ihe  Treasury.  J.  D.  GRAHAM, 

Lieut.  CoLi  Hood  of  the  SciciOijlc  Ciyrp^ 


A     m 
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8an  Dieoo,  California, 

Saturday^  July  IS,  1850* 

8iR :  At  the  moment  of  your  earliest  convenience  I  invite  your  at- 
tention to  the  follo\^ing  points : 

Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  joint  commission,  in  Feb- 
•ruary  last,  from  the  peculiar  stale  of  affairs  then  existing,  I  advised 
the  department  at  Washington  of  the  progress  of  the  surveys  of  the 
boundary  line,  and  had  expected  to  receive  some  orders  or  directions 
in  regard  to  the  course  of  my  further  proceedings ;  but,  from  causes 
unknown  to  me  as  yet,  I  have  not  had  any  communication  in  answer. 
And  I  presutne,  from  not  being  informed,  that  you  have  not  either  re- 
ceived any  instructions  bearing  with  particular  reference  to  the  survey 
of  the  line.  In  fact,  I  have  had  no  orders,  nor  any  instructions,  nor 
even  ajiy  communications  from  the  government  since  being  invited  by 
*'  you,  Haliout  the  28th  of  February  past,  to  read  the  advices  you  re- 
ceived from  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

The  time'has  now  come  when  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  procure 
means  to  leave  the  Pacific  end  of  the  line,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  the  stipulations  of  the  act  of  the  joint  commission  relative  to  the 
adjournment  of  that  body  to  meet  at  El  Paso,  on  the  Rio  Grande;  and 
which^  as  a  member  of  the  same,  I  must  endeavor  to  fulfil,  if  possible^ 
at  any  rate,  as  far  as  relates  to  myself. 

It  has  been  a  long  time,  you  are  aware,  since  I  have  received  any 
means  from  the  government  to  defray  my  expenses,  and  a  much  longer 

Eeriod  since  receiving  any  salary  for  my  services  as  the  surveyor  of  the 
oundaryiinder  the  treaty^  And,  consequentlvj  I  have  been  obliged 
to  call  into  requisition  btlier  resources,  to  enable  me  to  continue,  sub- 
ject to  the  orders  of  the  government.  Now,  I  require  a  sufficient  sum 
to  enable  me  to  piDceed  (6  the  other  end  of  tlie  work,  which  will  not 
be  short  of  from  five  hundred  to  a  thousand  dollars. 

Observing  in  a  San  Francisco  paper  that  you  were  to  receive  funds, 
by  the  last  steamer,  to  disburse  in  defrayment  of  the  expenses  of  the 
commission,  I  have  to  request  that,  if  you  have  any  for  this  purpose,  you 
will  furnish  me  enough  for  my  necessary  expenses. 

As  I  contemplate  leaving  very  shortly  for  the  Atlantic  side  of  the  line, 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  any  communication  from  you  in  reference 
to  the  work;  and,  also,  have  to  request  that  you  will  receive,  or  appoint 
some  one  to  receive  from  me  some  of  the  boundary  instruments,  which 
I  shall  have  no  fiirther  use  for  on  this  end  of  the  boundary,  at  present, 
should  I  proceed  in  the  steamer  of  the  first  proximo. 
Very  respectfully,  1  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.B.GRAY, 
IT.  S.  Surveyor.^  Boundary  Commimon^ 
^   Major  W.  H.  Emory, 

Chief  Astronomer  and  Head  of  the  Tm  S.  corps 
^  %^  of  the  Commission^  San  Diego  California. 


'^^ 
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San  Deboo,  California, 

Mondayy  July  15,  1850. 

Sir:  Upon  mature  reflection  I  have  to  reply  to  your  communication, 
handed  me  by  yourself  on  Saturday,  in  answer  to  one  I  addressed  you 
in  the  morning.  * 

In  reference  to  that  portion,  the  extract  from  instructions  you  received 
from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  I  will  state  that,  by^ 
the  steamer  of  the  first  proximo,  (the  next  carrying  the  mail  to  the  At- 
lantic,) I  shall  communicate  in  writing  to  the  government  at  Washing- 
ton city.  *^, 

In  regard  to  that  extraordinary  part  of  your  letter,  wherein  you  call 
my  attention  to  "  the  irregularity"  of  addressing  the  department,  &c., 
except  through  you,  I  have  only  to  say  that  1  am  not  aware  of  d&y 
regulation,  rule,  or  law,  either  by  £rct  of  Congress,  etiquette,  instruc- 
tions from  the  President,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  through  my  com^* 
mission,  or  otherwise,  which  prevents  my  communicating  at  any  time,^ 
upon  official  business,  with  the  government  at  Washington ;  and  that, 
too,  wUhout  being  through  you,  or  for  your  previous  inspection. 

As  to  leaving  **  the  work"  without  asking  your  consent,  which  you 
call  my  attention  to,  I  will  state  that  when  I  do  leave  the  ux>rk,  I  shall 
not  leave  unguarded  the  duty  I  may  have  to  perform,  by  advising  the^ 
officer  in  charge  of  the  commission  of  the  same,  and  shaU  continue  to 
do  what  I  consider  is  my  duty,  in  taking  care  of  the  public  interests 
upon  the  boundary,  in  accordance  with  the  commission  I  have  recei^d 
from  the  President  and  Senate,  as  the  surveyor  to  run  and  mark  the 
boundary  line,  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty.  ^ 

In  the  verbal  communication  we  had  together  on  Saturday,  you  made 
allusion  to  the  actual  position  which  you  might  occupy  at  presfent,  as 
the  commissioner  under  the  treaty. 

I  will  here  remark  that  if  you  have  received  a  commmaication  as 
such — been  addressed  as  commissumer,  or  acting  commissumer,  by  the  de- 
partment, and  will  so  inform  me,  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  communicate 
with  you  as  such,  and  address  you  as  such.  At  the  same  time,  I  am 
also  ready  to  receive  and  carry  out  any  instructions  or  wishes  of  the  de- 
partment, relative  to  the  survey;  at  any  rate,  until  I  officially  advise 
the  government  that  I  am  no  longer  desirous  of  holding  my  commission 
on  the  line.  * 

With  reference  to  the  work,  the  boundary  line,  I  will  say  that,  for 
various  reasons,  I  purpose  leaving  in  the  steamer  for  San  Francisco, 
which  is  expected  here  on  the  17th  or  18th  instant,  and  hope  to  be 
back  on  the  steamer  that  leaves  that  place  on  the  1st  August,  if  not 
before.  Should  you  have  any  communications  relative  to  the  8ur\'ey 
to  be  executed,  I  shall  be  happy  to  attend  to  them. 
Respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GRAY, 
17.  5.  Surveyor y  Boundary  Commission, 

Msyor  W.  H.  Emory, 

U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers^  San  Diego.     *  ♦ 


r 
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San  Francisco,  California,  Jtdy  25,  1850. 

Sir:  In  the  absence  of  a  commissioner  last  February  and  March,  I 
wrote  to  the  department  upon  the  subject  of  the  boundary  line.  I  have 
received  no  intimation  that  these  communications  ever  reached  their 
place  of  destination. 

After  the  adjournment  of  the  joint  commission,  to  meet  at  El  Paso, 
on  the  bio  Grande,  and  after  the  departure  of  the  United  States  com- 
missioner from  San  Diego,  Brevet  Major  Emory  informed  me  verbally 
that  he  had  a  communication  from  the  department,  instructing  him  to 
take  charge  of  the  aflkirs  of  the  commission, 

€  I  addressed  him  a  note,  asking  that,  if  consistent  with  his  duty,  he 
would  furnish  me  with  a  copy  ot  such  instructions  as  he  might  have 
roiQpived  relating  to  the  United  States  surveyor.  He  replied  in  a  note, 
that  he  would  exhibit  to  me  the  instructions  directing  him  to  take  the 
direction  of  the  afiairs  of  the  commission,  if  I  would  call  and  see  them. 
i  called  upon  him,  and  he  handed  me,  to  read,  two  communications. 
At  the  same  time  he  informed  me  that  he  could  do  nothing  without 
means,  and  that  he  was  unprovided  with  money  for  any  of  the  commis- 
sion ;  that  he  should  communicate  with  the  department  at  Washington. 

I  did  not,  from  my  interpretation  of  those  instructions  which  he 
^howed  me,  consider  him  appointed  commissioner,  and  from  my  recol- 
lection of  the  same  I  have  not  since  considered  him  as  such,  nor  as 
acting  commissioner.  I  do  not  recoUect  to  have  seen  him  addressed  as 
suoh  by  the  department;  and  I  supposed  him,  under  the  then  existing 
cir^msftauces,  to  merely  have  charge  of  the  pubUc  property,  ficc.,  which 
might  be  left  by  the  late  commissioner,  until  another  should  be  sent  out. 
.  I  was  £fware  that  the  department  could  not  then  know  of  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  commission,  and  saw  that  nothing  could  be  done  until 
further  advices  were  had  from  Washington.        • 

Not  so  fortunately  situated  as  Major  Emory  and  the  officers  of  the 
topographical  corps  of  engineers  attached  to  the  survey,  who  are  paid 
for  their  services  by  the  paymaster  at  San  Diego,  some  of  us  were 
obliged  to  call  into  requisition  other  resources  to  obtain  a  subsistence 
during  4the  temporary  suspension  of  work  upon  the  line.  It  has  been 
many  months  since  any  commutation  for  expenses  was  had  by  the  sur- 
veyor and  some  of  his  assistants,  and  a  much  longer  period  since  any 
portion  of  salary  has  been  received. 

It  is  now  more  than  a  year  since  the  surveyor  has  had  any  salary, 
and  the  department  is  aware  that  tlie  expenses  of  a  person  in  California, 
who  is  not  furnished  by  the  government,  are  anything  but  small.  It  was 
absolutely  necessary,  therefore,  that  those  who  were  so  situated  should 
resort  to  other  pursuits  disconnected  from  the  work  of  the  boundary. 
Yet,  notwithstanding,  this  was  never  allow(jd  to  interfere  with  the  duties 
of  the  surveyor,  whenever  and  wherever  they  were  required,  and  in  no 
instance  have  private  interests  influenced  him  or  conflicted  with  the  exe- 
cution of  any  auty  where  the  public  interest  required  his  services.  This 
state'hient  is  majde  not  with  any  degree  of  dissatisfaction  whatever,  but 
simoly^as  an  explanation  of  what  may  have  been  construed  by  some 
into  irregulatities  in  the  conduct  of  the  surveyor  and  others  who  may 
have  had  to  provide  fo#  themselves  on  the  work.  V 
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On  the  13th  instant,  at  San  Diego,  the  surveyor  not  having  been 
called  upon  to  perform  any  duty,  and  receiving  no  advices  directly  or 
otherwise  from  the  department  up  to  that  time,  he  addressed  Major 
Emory  a  note.  On  the  same  day,  in  reply,  Major  Emory  handed  the 
surveyor  a  communication.  The  letter  was  answered,  and  several  days 
having  elapsed,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  the  surveyor  came  up 
to  this  city,  having  advised  Major 'Emory  of  his  intention  to  do  so.  He 
found  it  absolutely  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  means  to  Uve 
upon,  intending  to  return  to  San  Diego  as  soon  as  possible.  It  must 
have  been  nearly  a  month  from  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  last  mail, 
by  which  the  instructions  referred  to  in  his  letter  were  received,  to  the 
day  on  which  Major  Emory  handed  the  surveyor  his  letter;  and  yet  the 
surveyor  had  not  been  absent  from  San  Diego  for  more  than  a  day  for 
six  or  eight  weeks. 

The  only  part  of  those  instructions  known  to  the  surveyor  are  two 
extracts  referred  to  bv  Major  Emory,  in  his  letter,  as  affecting  me.  I 
would  respectfully  ask  the  department,  if  it  intended  that  Major  Emory 
is  to  have  charge  of  the  surveys  of  this  line,  to  order  and  direct  the 
surveyor  under  the  treaty,  and  the  latter  to  hold  his  present  commission, 
making  him  responsible  for  the  work. 

I  would  also  respectfully  refer  the  department  to  the  direct  orders  I 
received  from  the  President,  under  my  commission,  to  wit:  "I  have 
nominated  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  do 
appoint  him  [the  undersigned!  surveyor  for  running  the  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  ana  the  repubUc  of  Mexico,  and  do  authorize 
and  empower  him  to  execute  and  rulfil  the  duties  of  that  office  according 
to  law,  and  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  office,  with  all  the  powers, 
privileges,  and  emoluments,  thereunto  of  right  appertaining."  And  in  the 
general  instructions  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  to  the  com- 
missioner, upon  repairing  to  meet  the  Mexican  commission  at  San  "Diego, 
the  surveyor  is  reterred  to  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  for  defining  his 
duties. 

The  department  will,  therefore,  readily  see  how  embarrassing  might 
be  the  position  of  the  surveyor  should  he  be  called  on  to  authenticate, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  said  5th  article  of  the  treatjs 
by  the  signing  and  agreeing  to  a  plan  or  survey  which  he  did  not 
make  nor  had  the  super\dsion  of,  and  for  which  he  would  be  held  re- 
sponsible. 

I  desire  to  state,  that  although  I  am  desirous  of  continuing  upon  this 
great  national  work  and  feel  a  deep  pride  in  its  final  and  proper  exe- 
cution, still,  acting  under  the  appointment  I  have  the  honor  to  hold,  it 
cannot  be  expected  that  I  am  to  be  subordinate  or  subject  to  the  orders 
and  direction  of  Major  Emory  or  any  other  attache  to  the  commission, 
but  only  those  of  the  commissioner  and  the  direct  instructions  from  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  * 

J  shall  continue  to  endeavor  strictly  to  carrj'-  out  the  wishes  of  the 
department,  and  not  let  the  public  interest  suffer  where  the  duties  oP*   a 
the  surveyor  may  be  required,  until  I  receive  an  answer  to  tlii^  com*     ; 
munication. 

Should  my  course  upon  the  -survey  not  have  met  with  the  apgroval 
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of  the  President  and  yourself,  I  presume  I  should  have  been  informed 
of  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully  and  faithfully, 

ANDREW  B.  GRAY, 
V.  S.  SurveyoTj  Boujidary  Commissioru 

Hon.  Thomas  Ewing, 

Secretary  of  the  IhpH  of  the  LiterioTy  Washington. 


[Despatch  No.  1.] 

Encampment  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 
Santa  Bita  del  Cobre^  New  Mexico,  August  3,  1851. 

Sir:  I  reached  the  commission,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  of  July, 
in  company  with  the  Mexican  commissioner,  who  had  joined  me  upon 
the  road.  The  next  morning  a  meeting  was  called,  various  subjects 
were  discussed,  but  no  reference  was  had  to  my  confirmation  of,  or 
agreement  to,  the  line  of  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico.  Gen- 
eral Cond^  (as  I  understood  the  United  States  commissioner  to  say)  not 
having  his  notes  and  necessary  references  with  him,  preferred  that  it 
should  be  so,  and  it  was  likewise  my  desire.  I  wished  to  examine 
carefully  the  reasons  and  arguments  of  the  commissioners  for  placing 
the  starting  point  upon  the  Rio  Grande  in  latitude  32°  22'. 

Although  there  were  things  which  I  needed,  bearing  upon  the  sub- 
ject, yet,  talving  up  General  Condi's  arguments,  I  found  that  there  was 
not  one  that  could  be  sustained.  Colonel  Graham,  with  whom  I  would  • 
have  been  glad  to  consult  and  advise,  had  not  joined  the  commissioner, 
and  I  had  to  handle  the  entire  matter  alone ;  the  commissioner,  of 
course,  could  not  aid  or  assist  me  in  arguing  against  himself.  It  was 
necessary  for  my  immediate  and  decisive  action.  A  copy  of  my  first 
and  second  communications  to  the  commissioner  I  send  on,  whicn  will 
show  thp  position  I  have  taken.  The  commissioner  does  not  yet  feel 
satisfied  that  the  point  chosen  upon  the  Rio  Grande  is  wrong;  nor  does 
the  Mexican  commissioner  admit  that  it  ought  to  be  changed.  The 
latter  being  off  some  distance,  has  not  yet  answered  the  arguments  of 
the  American  sui-veyor.  The  joint  commission  is  to  meet  in  a  few 
days  again,  and  I  am  certain  that  there  cannot  be  a  single  argument  in 
favor  of  32°  22'  as  the  "initial  point,"  sustained. 

It  is  a  great  misfortune  that  the  officer  of  the  topographical  engineers 
put  his  signature  to  an  agreement  with  those  of  the  Mexican  officers, 
as  the  surveyor,  thus  signing  away  (if  his  signature  is  legal)  a  large 
piece  of  territory  belonging  to  New  Mexico,  a  portion  of  which  is  of  a 
splendid  character,  and  most  important  to  the  United  States. 

Since  my  first  two  communications  to  Mr.  Bartlett  upon  this  subject, 

J  have  had  placed  in  my  hands  the  published  documents  by  the  Senate, 

\.     if  the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  commis-» 

I'  j6i6ner,Mr.  Trist.     I  regret  that  I  did  not  see  it  before;  yet  I  was  glad 

" /  *  to  find^hat  my  conclusions'relative  to  the  intention  of  the  commissioners, 

in  the  treaty  finally  agreed  upon,»^re  cornet.      It  proves  clearly  that 

they  oouldnot  agree  tipon  a  specified  parallel  of  latitude;  that  the  Mex- 

icans  were  a/raid  <pf  losing E\  PasO)  vcVt^Vi^^  wanted  to  get;  and,  as 
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our  government  gave  it  up,  it  was  finally  agreed  to  disregard  any  par- 
allel, and  take  the  line  marked  upon  DistumeWs  map  north  of  the  town  of 
El  Paso.     This  line  is  marked  but  about  eight  miles  north. 

I  have  only  discussed  those  points  which  the  Mexican  officers  bring 
forward.  As  a  matter  of  course  they  are  the  strongest  on  their  side,  as 
they  are  the  first. 

It  has  been  said  by  some,  as  a  proof  that  the  line  was  intended  by 
Distumell  to  be  in  latitude  32°  22',  that  he  places  "  FiccacM^  on  his 
map  immediately  south  of  the  line  marked,  and  that,  as  "Piccacho" 
mountain  (mostly  so  called  by  the  Indians  and  others)  is  known  in  the 
country,  and  is  just  south  of  the  line  claimed  by  General  Cond6,  this 
line  must  be  right.  "Piccacho,"  meaning  top  or  summit^  can  be  made  to 
refer,  of  course,  to  other  things  besides  a  mountain;  and  in  this  instance 
it  evidently  does,  for  it  has  no  topography  near  it  on  the  map  repre- 
senting a  peak  or  mountain ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  symbol  signifying 
hacienda  or  posado^  as  is  seen  by  the  explanation  upon  Distumeu's  map, 
and  therefore  refers  to  some  old  rancho,  hut,  or  place,  near  the  southern 
boundary  of  New  Mexico,  No  rancho  or  hut  may  be  found  there  at  the 
present  day ;  still  it  will  be  recollected  that  there  are  places  on  the  Rio 
Grande  having  like  marks  or  symbols  opposite  them,  and  which  did 
once  exist,  while  not  a  vestige  of  them  now  remains. 

Again,  it  may  be  said  that  the  parallels  of  latitude  which  I  refiw  to, 
marked  upon  the  map,  are  right,  because  some  Atlantic  cities  might  be 
exactly  true  as  laid  down.  No  references  can  be  had  to  the  positions  of 
places  in  our  States  on  the  Atlantic,  because  the  map  is  a  map  of  Mex- 
ico, and  we  cannpt  go  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  latter,  as  marked 
upon  it,  to  refer  to  the  situation  of  places. 

These  points  have  not  been  brought  forward  yet  as  official,  and  I 
have,  therefore,  not  thought  proper  to  refer  to  them;  but  should  they  be, 
nothing  could  be  weaker. 

I  am  now  preparing  a  map  with  the  true  positions  and  appearance 
of  the  country  as  it  actually  is,  with  parallels  and  meridians  correctly  • 
marked  upon  it;  and  I  find  there  is  a  strong  possibility  of  striking  a 
branch  of  the  San  Pedro  river,  as  laid  down  upon  Colonel  Cooke's  route 
through  this  country,  if  we  finally  get  the  line  a  short  distance  above 
El  Paso.  In  this  case  there  may  oe  great  advantages  to  the  United 
States  above  that  of  the  line  of  32°  22'  for  the  southern  boundary  of 
New  Mexico ;  and  if  we  can  gain  this  point  fairly,  and  we  are  entitled 
to  it,  we  should  hold  it. 

The  cause  of  my  not  reaching  here  earlier  is  already  known  to  the 
•'department.  It  is  evident  that  it  was  not  my  fault,  even  if  it  has 
turned  out  a  misfortune.  The  peculiar  situation  I  was  placed  in 
through  the  order  of  Mr.  Ewing  to  Major  Emory,  and  the  la^ter's 
action  thereon,  together  with  a  visitation  of  Providence — ^whirh  all  are 
subject  to — jointly  prevented  an  earlier  arrival.  The  whole,  howevei^ 
is  provided  for  in  the  adjournment  of  the  joint  commission  from  Cali* 
fornia.  This  being  a  domestic  affair,  is  easily  settled  by  the  properv  .j^ 
authorities  at  Washington.  It  is  less  important  than  the  inteiests  of 
our  country  abroad,  which  have  for  *bme  days  occupied  my  attention; 
still,  I  will  tnak^  it  the  subject  of  a  special  communication  |0  the 
department,  in  which  I  will  show  the  injurious  efife^>¥5(Q%  ^6K^^a$«.«i 
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and  the  consequences  which  have  arisen,  and  may  arise  still,  from  the 
wrong  scientific  advice  of  the  head  of  a  subordinate  bureau  of  the 
government. 

Notwithstanding  the  difference  of  opinion  existing  with  reference  to 
the  exact  locaUty  of  the  "initial  point"  in  the  joint  commission,  the 
progress  of  the  work  will  not  be  materially  impeded.  The  twenty- 
first  article  of  the  treaty,  it  appears  to  me,  provides  ample  remedy  for 
the  contingency.  Only  a  small  portion  of  the  work  is  abandoned — and 
that  but  for  a  limited  period — while  by  far  the  most  extensive  part  of 
the  labor,  and  the  most  import^t  in  inunediate  demarcation  (the  sur- 
veys of  the  Gila  and  Rio  Grlmde,)  by  mutual  agreement,  will  be  at 
once  actively  prosecuted. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that,  in  all  conflict  of  opinion,  the  most  amicable 
personal  feelings  exist  between  us.  In  no  instance  has  the  empire  of 
social  intercourse  been  invaded — which  is  construed  as  a  favorable 
augury  for  the  ultimate  satisfactory  adjustment  of  all  existing  -diffi- 
culties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GRAY, 
TJ.  5.  Surveyor  under  Treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo. 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

4      Sec^y  of  the  Department  of  the  Interiof'f  Washington  City* 


[Despatch  No.  3.] 

Encampment  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

SaTita  Rita  del  Cobre,  New  Mexico,  August  11,  1851. 

Sir  :  In  my  letter  to  the  department  of  the  3d  instant,  I  made  allusion 
to  a  special  communication  upon  a  subject  of  which  I  will  now  speak, 
deeming  it  of  importance,  as  difficulties  have  arisen  in  the  commission 
that  threaten  continued  trouble  and  confusion,  and  which,  it  will  be 
seen,  I  endeavored  from  the  beginning  to  prevent. 

So  long  ago  as  February  20  and  March  1,  1860, 1  addressed  letters 
to  Mr.  Ewing,  then  having  charge  of  the  boundary  survey  as  Secretary 
of  the  Interior.  These  letters  will  be  found  published  in  Senate  Ex. 
Doc.  No.  34  of  the  31st  Congress  1st  session,  pages  5  and  11.  In 
these  communications,  which  I  felt  it  my  duty,  as  surveyor  under  the 
treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  to  make  to  the  department  during  an 
adjournment  of  the  joint  commission,  it  will  be  seen  what  my  advice 
was.  In  that  of  March  1st,  I  use  the  following  language,  to  wit :  *•  Sup- 
posing that  the  department  may  wish  to  re-organize  the  commission  on 
our  part,  prior  to  its  meeting  that  of  Mexico  in  November  next,  I  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  suggestions : 

**  That  the  surveyor,  under  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty,  have  tlie 
direct  supervision  of  all  astronomical  observations  where  they  may  be 
desired,  as  well  as  the  surveys  on  the  line,  similar  to  Mr.  iSalazar,  the 
Mexican  surveyor  and  civil  engineer  ;  and  that  he  also  have  the  planning 
of  his  party — the  department  having  the  supervision  of  the  selection 
and  retentioq  of  thpsQ  who  act  undei  \uxxu    TVv^t  iC  it  be  deemed  ex* 
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pedient  to  have  a  portion  of  the  topographical  corps  of  engineers  upon 
the  work,  they  be  directed  to  aid  and  assist  the  surveyor.  Should  three 
of  them  be  attached  to  the  survey,  but  three  other  competent  assistants 
would  be  necessary  for  the  further  demarcation  of  the  line.  At  El  Paso 
del  Norte,  or  from  the  adjoining  settled  districts,  employes  and  laborers  can  be 
had  to  perform  the  other  duties, 

**  The  surveyor  never  objected  to  superintend  the  astronomical  work, 
but  has  always  been  ready  to  make  such  observations  as  might  be 
required  along  the  line,  together  with  his  other  duties ;  but  an  oflBcer 
was  attached  to  the  work  with  the  title  of  *  Chief  Astronomer  and 
Head  of  the  Topographical  Scientific  Corps, ^  and  which,  from  the  inde- 
pendent position,  nas  caused  some  confusion." 

It  appears,  from  the  multiplicity  of  matters  which  the  Secretary  had 
upon  his  mind,  that  the  chief  of  the  topographical  bureau  was  referred 
to  in  arranging  and  drawing  up  plans  for  the  general  direction  of  the 
survey  of  this  boundary  under  the  treaty,  and  my  letters  to  Mr.  Ewing, 
I  conclude,  were  referred  to  him.  These  communications  were  not  an- 
swered by  the  Secretary,  the  cause  of  which  remains  unexplained.  CoL 
Abert,  chief  of  the  topographical  corps  of  engineers,  says,  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Ewing,  dated  April  10,  1860,  (as  seen  page  18,  Senate  document 
No.  34 :)  "  These  two  parts,  namely,  from  the  racific  to  the  Gila,  andjrom 
the  Paso  of  the  Bio  del  Norte  to  the  Gila,  are  the  only  parts  which  require 
to  he  marked;  the  other  parts  of  the  boundary  being  rivers,  are  already 
marked  by  the  rivers  themselves  of  the  treaty." 

The  survey  of  these  would  correct  the  geography  of  the  boundary, 
but  could  not  change  it.  It  is  a  river^x>und£uy,  known  and  marked 
by  the  rivers  of  the  treaty. 

The  topographical  engineer  cannot  be  under  the  "  direction  of  the 
surveyor,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Gray." 

Major  Emory,  of  the  topographical  corps  of  engineers,  in  his  letter  to 
the  department,  dated  April  2,  1850,  (see  page  16,  Senate  document 
No.  34,  part  second,)  also  says :  "Another  consideration  is,  the  treaty 
makes  the  Gila,  for  a  certain  extent,  the  boundary.  The  Gila  does  not 
always  run  in  the  same  bed ;  whenever  it  changes,  the  boundary  must 
change,  and  no  survey  nor  anything  else  can  keep  it  from  changing. 
The  survey  of  that  river,  therefore,  as  tt  fixes  nothing— determines  nothing — 
is  of  minor  importanceJ*^ 

Again,  Colonel  Abert,  in  his  notes  upon  the  organizatiop^pf  the  sur- 
vey, says,  "  the  commissioner  is  not  to  interfere  or  direct  the  modus  operandi 
of  the  survey,  &c.,  this  being  a  duty  for  which  the  chief  topographical  enr 
gineer  is  responsible.  The  chief  topographical  engineer  to  direct  all  the 
surveying  operations,  as  well  those  of  tne  civil  enginecs  or  surveyors, 
as  those  of  the  oflBcers  of  his  corps,"  &c. 

Is  it  not  evident,  Mr.  Secretary,  what  endless  difficulties  and  troubles 
this  advice,  if  followed,  would  lead  our  government  into,  and  which 
it  has  already  partly  done  ?  It  is  to  be  regretted,  through  Colonel 
Abert's  influence  and  advice,  the  position  he  has  placed  the  many 
truly  scientific  men  of  his  corps  in,  with  reference  to  their  chief's  igno- 
rance. What  Colonel  Abert  had  as  his  basis  to  govern  him  in  draw- 
ing up  his  plans  and  expressing  his  ideas,  must  have  been  very  extra- 
ordinary^ at  least,  so  it  seems,.    Could  be^Mi.^oi^XarjnVi^^Xis^^ 
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overhauling  or  rummaging  amid  the  archives  of  the  naval  exploring  ex- 
pedition, and  by  mistake  got  hold  of  some  ancient  treaty  of  the  king  ot 
the  Tonga  islands  ?  He  certainly  mistook  the  calling,  for  it  is  clear  his 
notions  are  far  from  being  in  accordance  with  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo,  made  under  the  supervision  of  many  of  the  most  distinguished 
men. 

That  portion  of  the  treaty  which  relates  to  this  survey  is  as  follows : 
"  In  order  to  designate  the  boundary  line  with  due  precision,  upoii 
authoritative  maps,  and  to  establish  upon  the  ground  landmarks  which 
shall  show  the  limits  of  both  republics  as  described  in  the  present  article^ 
the  two  governments  shall  each  appoint  a  commissioner  and  sufveyofy 
who,  before  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  exchange 
of  ratification  of  tnis  treaty,  shall  meet  at  the  port  of  San  Diego,  and 
proceed  to  run  and  mark  the  said  boundary,  in  its  whole  course^  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte.  They  shall  keep  journals,  and 
make  out  plans  of  their  operations ;  and  we  result  agreed  upon  by 
them  shall  be  deemed  a  part  of  this  treaty  y  and  shall  have  the  same  force 
as  if  it  were  inserted  therein.  The  two  governments  will  amicably  agree 
regai'ding  what  may  be  necessary  to  these  persons,  and  also  as  to  their 
respective  escorts,  should  such  be  necessary, 

*'  Thfi  boundary  line  established  by  this  article  shall  be  religiously  respected 
by  each  of  the  two  republics,  and  no  change  shall  ever  be  made  therein^ 
except  by  the  express  and  free  consent  of  both  nations,  lawfully  given 
by  the  general  government  of  each,  in  conformity  with  its  own  consti- 
tution," 

Is  it  not  plain,  Mr,  Secret^l^y,  who  is  responsible  under  this  treaty? 
Is  the  chief  topographical  engineer,  appointed  by  the  President  to 
accompany  the  commissioner  and  the  surveyor — {mde  the  letters  of  the 
illustrious  James  Buchanan,  page  1,  Senate  Ex,  Doc.  No.  34,  31st 
Congress,  1st  session) — ^is  he,  the  topographical  engineer ^  responsibly,  as 
Colonel  Abort  advises,  lor  the  surveys  of  this  boundary  under  this 
treaty? 

Now,  Colonel  J.  J.  Abort  says  the  topographical  engineer  "cannot 
be  under  the  surveyor."  The  surveyor  of  what  ?  That  office  established 
by  a  treaty  which  terminated  a  bloody  war — an  office  to  co-operate  in 
.finally  settUng  a  difficulty  which  was  chiefly  the  origin  of  this  war. 
Does  he  look  upon  it  as  a  less  jx)sition  than  that  of  a  colonel  of  the 
topographical  engineers  ?  Had  he  referred  to  the  individual  hoh\ing  that 
omce,  instead  of  the  ojffice  itself,  I  should  have  thought  of  it  differendy. 
.It  is  a  most  singular  rebuke.  Has  he  forgotten  that  the  illustrious 
Father  of  his  Country  was  a  surveyor?  Has  he  forgotten  the  respect 
due  an  office  once  held  by  him  ?  To  say  the  least  of  it,  he  has  forgot- 
ten that  respect  due  to  the  law-makers,  his  (Colonel  Abort's)  undoubted 
.superiors.  At  any  rate,  I  do  not  consider  Colonel  J.  J.  Abort  as  a 
competent  judffe  to  sit  upon  the  commission  of  surveyor  which  three 
Presidents  and  a  Senate  have  decided  in  the  premises. 

Is  not  his  advice,  Mr.  Secretary,  relative  to  the  survey  of  the  Gila 
and  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  express  stipu- 
lations of  the  law  ?  Is  it  not  stated  positively  that  we  are  to  run  and 
mat%  the  boundary  line  in  its  whole  course  ?  to  say  nothing  of  the  abso- 
lute  i^jparlance  of  the  demarcation.    He  says :  '/  The  other  parts  of  the 
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boundary  being  rivers,  are  already  marked  by  the  rivers  themselves  of 
the  treaty.  The  survey  of  these  would  coiTect  the  geography  of  the 
boundary,  but  could  not  change  it,"  The  importance  of  their  being 
marked  was  well  known  to  the  commissioners  who  made  the  treaty.  It 
is  absmd  to  suppose  that  if  the  river  changes,  the  boundary  hne  must 
change  also ;  tor,  looking  upon  it  in  this  Tight,  most  serious  conse- 
quences may  ensue  to  the  United  States,  as  well  as  to  Mexico.  To 
regard  it  as  Colonel  J.  J,  Abort  does,  there  would  be  endless  diffi- 
culties. The  Rio  Grande  changes  its  bed  almost  annually^n  some 
part  or  another,  and  if  we  do  not  mark  it  without  delay,  there  is  immi- 
nent danger  of  the  loss  of  important  grounds  to  us.  The  flourishing 
city  of  Brownsville,  in  the  State  of  Texas,  is  one  instance,  where,  I 
understand,  in  a  few  yeais  the  river  may  change.  And,  sir,  after  we 
have  marked  the  course  of  the  river  now,  could  this  town  belong  to 
Mexico?  Certainly  not.  It  cannot  be  so  construed,  for  such  was  not 
the  intention  of  those  who  made  the  treaty.  According  to  Colonel 
Abert  and  Major  Emory's  advice,  however,  it  would  be  lost  to  us. 

Another  case  which  has  come  under  my  own  observation  is  that  of 
the  towns  of  San  Elizario,  Isleta,  and  Socorro.  They  are  ours  now — 
so  acknowledged — for  our  flag  is  hoisted  over  the  garrison  of  the  first- 
named  place ;  although  if  the  line  had  been  marked  a  few  yec^rs  ago, 
when  the  river  ran  to  the  east  of  them,  as  it  did,  they  would  have 
been  now  belonging  to  Mexico.  Those  who  made  and  ratified  this 
treaty  were  well  aware  of  the  changes  to  which  the  currents  of  rivers 
are  Uable.  Free  navigation  is  stipulated ;  but  it  is  also  understood 
that  where  we  mari  these  rivers  now,  there  the  boundary  must  continue 
to  be.  The  result  agreed  upon  by  us  becomes  a  part  of  the  treaty, 
and  so  it  is  comprehended  by  the  Mexican  officers. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  Colonel  Abert  has  read  much ;  but  "it  is  better 
to  read  little  with  thought,  than  much  with  levity  and  quickness ;"  and 
had  he  taken  the  law  of  thit  survey,  which  is  not  very  lengthy,  and  re- 
flected upon  it,  he  would  not  now  perhaps  be  answerable  for  his  many 
extraordinary  scientific  conclusions.  It  is  a  pity  that  his  "  floodgates 
of  wisdom"  had  not  been  barred  up,  for  tnen  much  of  the  present 
trouble  would  have  been  avoided.  If  his  advice  is  continuea  to  be 
followed,  we  shall  inevitably  be  plunged  into  interminable  international 
as  well  as  domestic  difficulties. 

I  have  referred  to  the  facts  above  to  show  that  delays  are  dangerous 
to  us ;  and  should  Colonel  Abert  or  Major  Emory  have  the  running  of 
this  boundary,  according  to  views  entertained  and  expressed  bv  them, 
it  could  be  imagined  what  the  results  might  be.  The  fact  of  the  busi- 
ness is,  Mr.  Secretary,  that  the  true  and  legitimate  object  of  the  survey 
of  this  boundary  line  has  been  lost  sight  of  by  some  of  the  topographi- 
cal corps,  in  **  the  cause  of  science,"  the  necessity  for  *'  the  society  of 
the  learned,"  (as  f)er  Emory's  letter,  page  9,  Senate  Ex.  Doc.  No.  34, 
&c.,)  and  amid  so  much  scientific  advice,  together  with  the  care  in 
carrying  out  to  San  Diego  all  the  rare  and  delicate  astronomical  in- 
struraents.     (See  Major  Emory's  letter,  page  17.) 

Could  I  have  been  permitted  to  carry  out  my  plans,  and  not  been  inter- 
fered with  by  this  unfortunate  scientific  advice,  I  am  convinced  that 
the  moneys  already  expended  would  haye  been  sufficient  tp^  rua  and 
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mark  the  whole  line  of  boundary,  and  with  every  degree  of  accuracy 
and  practicability  called  for  by  the  treaty,  I  am  also  sure  that  tte 
time  for  the  end  of  the  demarcation  might  have  been  calculated  on ; 
and  this,  I  believe,  would  not  have  extended  beyond  the  time  of  the 
present  administration.  Indeed,  sir,  I  can  now  well  see  the  object 
and  propriety  of  the  reference  to  the  "celebrated  remark  of  Lord 
Castlereagh"  for  limiting  similar  commissions,  and  which  was  alluded 
to  by  Mr.  Webster  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  some  few  years  since. 

A  fe\  days  before  I  was  to  leave  Washington,  in  Januaiy,  I  asked 
at  your  department  to  let  me  see  the  letter  of  the  8th  October  ad- 
dressed to  me  at  San  Diego,  and  which,  having  previously  left  that 
Elace,  I  did  not  get  Upon  reading  it,  and  after  turning  over  the  letter- 
00k,  I  first  saw  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Bartlett  dated  23d  October. 
Not  having  time  just  then  to  read  and  reflect  upon  them,  I  made  a  note 
of  the  date  of  it,  and  also  that  of  mine  already  mentioned.  I  asked 
the  chief  clerk,  Mr.  Goddard,  to  furnish  me  with  copies  of  the  same, 
if  not  incompgtible  with  the  public  service.  He  said,  certainly.  Some 
time  after  tne  crisis  of  my  illness  was  past,  the  copies  of  these  two 
documents  were  enclosed  to  me  at  the  hotel.  When  able,  I  read  and 
reflected  deeply  upon  them,  and  finally  concluded,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, and  by  advice,  not  to  interfere  at  all  with  the  department 
I  was  satisfied  that  the  intention  of  the  President  and  yourself  was  in 
nowise  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  running  this  hne,  nor  to  con- 
flict in  any  manner  with  the  rights,  powers,  or  duties  of  the  oflScers  of 
the  treaty.  I  could  not  think  so,  sir ;  I  was  satisfied  with  my  instruc- 
tions, my  position,  my  title.  The  commissioner  was  the  proper  person, 
I  knew,  to  interpret  his  own  instructions,  and  that  they  woula  be  so 
done  according  to  law.  In  fact,  I  had  already  got  into  one  corre- 
spondence with  the  department,  and  my  position  was  defined ;  and  I 
concluded  that  it  would  have  been  presumptuous  in  me  to  interfere 
with  things  which  might  never  occur.  Had  I  been  in  the  situation  to 
have  called  upon  you,  Mr.  Stuart,  after  seeing  them,  I  might  have  re- 
marked upon  one  or  two  parts  of  the  communication.  I  knew  they  had 
been  written  and  issued  long  before  I  reached  Washington,  and  that 
it  was  undoubtedly  left  to  the  commissioner  to  interpret  them. 

With  regard  to  the  present  troubles  in  the  camp,  I  consider  I  am  in 
nowise  responsible.  The  shocking-bad  arrangement  of  the  surveying 
parties,  and  in  fact  all  the  parties  that  came  out  here,  owes  its  origin  to 
causes  beyond  the  control  of  the  surveyor,  who  was  held  afar  off";  and 
who,  had  he  had  the  powers  sent  to  Major  Emory,  I  am  certain,  Mr. 
Secretary,  would  have  made  it  the  first  consideration  to  be  upon  the 
ground  to  meet  the  Mexicans,  and  thus  have  prevented  what  now  is  so 
serious  a  matter,  caused  by  the  signature  of  one  of  the  oflicers  of  the 
topographical  corps.  In  the  latter  case,  I  refer  to  the  ^uthem  boundary 
of  New  Mexico. 

I  was  happy  and  pleased  when  I  learned  that  Colonel  Graham  was 
coming  out.  I  said  all  along  that  I  would  be  happy  to  co-operate  with 
him,  to  aid  and  assist  him  in  all  his  astronomical  duties.  This  I  told 
him  at  Washington;  and  I  am  now  Ukewise  so  disposed.  This  was 
all  I  thought  he  expected  of  me,  and  as  I  understood  it.  He  tells  me 
that  hd  is  not  above  me,  iioi  did  I  ever  for  a  moment  suppose  be 
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was,  for  my  duty  under  the  commission  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  forbade 
such  an  idea :  it  being  contrary  to  the  law,  while  another  was  com- 
missioner, I  could  not  think  so.  I  irecoUect  a  conversation  one  day 
with  Major  Emory,  in  which  he  remarked:  "I  suppose  you  know  he 
(alluding  to  Colonel  Graham)  is  above  you."  I  thmk  my  reply  was, 
that  **  there  were  some  men  I  was  perfectly  willing  to  serve  under." 
Courtesy  and  friendship  would  always  dictate  to  me  to  give  way  to 
men  of  such  high  scientific  attainments  and  position ;  but  this  should 
not  be  allowed  to  conflict  with  duty. 

Mr.  Secretarj^  must  I  be  annihilated  entirely  in  my  duties,  and  still 
hold  my  present  commission?  I  was  instructed  to  report  to  the  com- 
missioner. He  ordered  me,  on  my  arrival  here,  in  accordance  with 
the  agreement  of  the  joint  commission,  during  the  absence  of  Colonel 
Graham,  to  organize  parties  for  the  linear  survey  of  the  Gila  river. 
This  I  did  without  delay;  and  we  are  now  waiting  for  transportation 
to  be  turned  over  by  the  quartermaster,  and  for  instruments  from  CoL 
Graham,  if  they  choose  to  fmaiish  them. 

And  now,  Mr.  Secretary,  tne  above  is  what  I  referred  to  in  my  com- 
munication of  the  3d  instant. 

"But,  in  a  season  of  reflection  after  many  days,  a  thought  stood  be- 
fore me  in  its  garments  of  the  past;  and  lo!  a  legion  with  it.  They 
came  in  thronring  bands.  I  could  not  fight  nor  fly  them ;  and  so  they 
took  me  to  their  tent,  the  prisoner  of  thoughts.  I  have  told  of  errors 
near  akin  to  truth,  and  wholesomes  linked  with  poisons;  of  subtle  uses 
in  the  humblest,  and  the  deep-laid  plots  of  pride." 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  high  esteem,  your  obedient  servant^ 

A.  B.  GRAY, 

U.  S.  Surveyor  J  under  Treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo^ 
Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  Department  of  the  Interior ^   Washington  Citym 


San  Diego,  California,  January  10,  1852. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  nwrning  of  the  8th  in- 
stant, I  encamped  with  my  party  at  this  place.  We  had  hoped  and 
expected  to  meet  the  United  States  commissioner  here ;  but  finding 
neither  him,  nor  any  oflScial  information  by  which  to  govern  us,  I 
lose  no  time  in  advising  the  department  of  our  situation. 

On  the  29th  of  September  last  the  commissioner,  Mr.  Bartlett,  and 
myself  parted  at  Santa  Cruz,  in  Sonora.  He  started  for  MagdaUna 
and  other  places  to  procure  us  supplies,  if  possible,^  and  I  to  wend  my 
way  back  to  the  encampment  near  the  bead  of  the  San  Pedra  rivei, 
and  from  thence  to  push  immediately  .on  and  prosecute  the  survey 
of  the  line  along  the  Gila  from  a  point  most  approximate  to  where 
the  western  boundary  of  New  Mexico  might  strike ;  but  a  scanty  sup? 
ply  of  simply  the  absolute  necessaries  of  life  being  procured  and  on 
hand,  (beef  and  flour,)  the  party,  without  an  escort  or  armed  protec- 
tion while  prosecuting  the  field  labors — without  guides — to  encounter 
hostile-  bands  of  Indians,  some  of  whom  our  own  troops  were  at  the 
moment  pursuing,  and  those  of  Mexico  likewise,  and  to  survey  and 
20 
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Eas9  through  unexplored  regions,  it  is  true,  seemed  somev^hBi 
azardous  and  uncertain  as  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  io 
view ;  still  the  anxiety  of  the  commissioner  and  myself  to  prevent  fur- 
ther delay,  and  to  push  forward  with  every  possible  despatch  that 
portion  of  the  work  which  the  Mexican  commission  was  ready  and 
waiting  for  us  to  carry  on,  and  which  by  joint  decision  had  been  agreed 
upon,  determined  us  to  even  risk  a  defeat  in  its  execution.  The  season 
of  the  year  was  the  most  propitious — fine,  clear  weather,  without  rain, 
and  the  time  when  grass  ana  water,  so  essential  to  the  preservation  of 
animals,  were  most  favorable* 

On  the  2d  October  I  reached  the  San  Pedro  river  from  Santa  Cruz, 
and  early  next  morning  the  camp  was  struck,  and  the  party,  n umber" 
ing  some  thirty-nine,  including  assistants  and  laborers  and  sonae  five 
Mexican  arri^ros,  were  on  the  march  for  the  Gila  river.  On  the  9th 
October  we  reached  that  stream  just  below  the  San  Carlos  branch, 
and  the  next  day  commenced  the  survey  and  demarcation  of  the  bound- 
ary upon  the  ground.  A  monument  of  ^tone,  with  a  post  of  the  most 
■durable  wood  to  be  found,  was  erected  at  a  prominent  position,  and 
connected  with  the  survey  on  the  river  to  mark  its  beginning.  Thp 
suivey  now  progressed  with  every  possible  degree  of  accuracy  which 
the  means  and  facilities  afforded  admitted  of. 

On  the  24th  day  of  December  the  line  hswl  been  run  and  marked 
some  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  within  sixty  miles  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Gila,  where  the  survey  was  to  end.  Monuments  were 
erected  of  stone,  large  and  durable,  with  appropriate  marks  and  in- 
scriptions, hermetically  sealed,  deposited  oeneath.  Triangolations, 
surveys,  and  reconnaissances,  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  called  for 
in  the  treaty,  have  been  made  of  this  part  of  the  line,  and.the  small 
portion  left  of  the  Gila,  near  its  junction  with  the  Colorado^  can  be 
conipleted  in  a  very  short  period  and  while  the  party  is  returning  to 
El  Faso  to  carry  on  the  Rio  Grand  survey. 

The  astronomical  determinations  were  made  by  Mr.  Whipple. 

The  commissioner's  determination,  when  we  separated  in  Septem- 
Iber,  was  to  return,  as  soon  as  he  had  procured  provisions,  and  to  join 
lUS  somewhere  above  the  Pimo  village.     We  have  heard  nothing  of 
Jiim  since  except  indirectly ;  and  this  was,  that  he  had  arrived  at  Guay- 
iinas,  on  the  gulf,  and  would  be  up  in  the  next  steamer,  which  is  daily 
expected  from  below.     Should  he  not  arrive,  the  whole  party  of  as- 
sistants and  men,  as  also  the  escort  under  Col.  Craig,  will  be  at  a  loss 
to  know  how  to  proceed.     Without  the  proper  papers  relative  to  the 
accounts  of  the  men,  without  money  to  pay  them  off,  and  most  of  them 
shipping  or  engaging  to  be  settled  with  here — ^all  of  which  the  com- 
jnissioner,  expecting  to  be  along,  had  not,  in  the  contingency  of  his  ab- 
sence, provided  for — places  us  in  an  awkward  situation.     It  will  be 
^five  or  six  weeks  before  our  animals  will  have  recruited  sufficient  to 
.enable  .us  to  return;  and,  should  the  department  have  information  of  the 
swh€a*eabouts  of  the  commissioner,  it  would  be  most  desirous  for  us  to 
ib.e  jnade  acquainted,  even  from  Washington,  at  this  distant  place. 
jFor,  should  any  accident  have  occurred,  by  which  he  was  forced  to  go 
'back  to  Santa  Cruz,  and  could  not  join  us  at  this  point,  it  would  be  a 
long  time  before  any  informatiou  co\M  le^jda.  u-a  fi:om  him  by  way  of 


&  Doc.  119.  807 

the  Gila  river.    It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  some  authentic  inform- 
atioti  may  be  received  of  him  in  a  few  days. 

To  provide  against  such  a  contingency,  that  of  his  not  arriving,  and 
prevent  heavy  expense  and  loss  to  the  government,  I  would  respectfully 
suggest  that  the  department  advise  me  by  return  mail  how  to  proceed, 
and  to  give  me  permission,  by  letter,  to  draw  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
ten  thousand  dollars,  with  which  to  pay  off  and  settle  the  immediate 
debts  incurred  and  most  necessary  to  be  paid  at  once ;  as  also  to  fit  out 
the  party  with  provisions  and  return  with  the  escort,  finishing  the  small 
part  remaining  uncompleted  on  the  Gila,  and  which  will  be  immediately 
on  our  way  to  El  Paso,  The  expense  now  would  be  but  small,  if  the 
parties  were  still  more  reduced  than  what  they  have  been,  with  the 
animals  and  equipage  on  hand  and  the  escort  on  the  spot  to  return  with  us. 

The  survey  made  and  completed,  including  the  running  and  marking 
the  line  for  some  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles  along  the  Gila,  (which 
has  proved  itself  to  be  most  important  in  many  ways,  and  which  I  nfill 
give  a  more  detailed  report  of  to  the  commissioner  or  department  in  a 
lew  daj^s,  with  field-sketches  of  work  done,  &c.,  as  also  forward  some 
seeds  of  various  kinds  as  examples  of  the  rich  productions  of  portions 
of  the  valleys  along  the  river,)  has  cost  the  government,  from  the  time 
we  commenced  it  in  October  to  its  completion,  less  than  one-tenth  of 
the  entire  exjyefiditures  in  the  field,  and  its  distance  and  length  of  demar- 
cation mare  than  double  the  whole  of  the  work  heretofore  done,  and  as 
dangerous  and  diflScult,  if  not  more  so  than  any  other  portion  of  the 
whole  boundary.  Many  errors  of  others,  who  had  been  along  this  riv-  ' 
er,  in  astronomical  determinations,  were  corrected  by  Mr.  Whipple,  and 
the  topography  of  the  river  and  country  I  have  had  carefully  noted  and 
taken  down  for  mapping. 

It  was  only  when  all  others  had  left  the  work  and  were  pushing  for 
the  gaiTison,  which  was  supposed  to  exist  at  the  mouth  of  the  Gila,  for 
provisions,  and  the  express  came  from  Colonel  Craig  and  Lieutenant 
Whipple  of  their  being  obhged  to  push  on  to  this  point,  San  Diego,  ad- 
vising of  the  disappointment  in  not  getting  supplies,  the  abandonment  of 
the  post,  the  hostility  of  the  Indians,  a#d  my  provisions  being  reduced 
to  so  low  a  stand,  just  giving  me  time,  by  rapid  marches,  to  get  in,  that 
I  stopped  the  line,  marking  properly  the  spot,  and  pushed  on  here  with 
the  party.  The  assistants  and  men,  with  hardly  an  exception,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  did  their  duty.  All  arrived  in  excellent  health,  and  the 
party,  comparatively,  sustained  but  httle  loss  to  the  government  in  the 
expedition. 

The  names  of  the  assistants  of  my  immediate  party  that  came  through 
with  me  were  Messrs.  J.  H.  Priolcau,  1st  assistant;  Malcolm  Seaton, 
sub-assistant;  J.  Steele,  W.  Bausman,  and  J.  T.  Scott,  ditto,  to  the 
Pimo  village,  when,  at  the  latter  place  I  was  joined  by  Mr.  J.  Bull,  1st 
assistant,  and  Mr.  W.  A.  Taylor,  sub-assistant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  GRAY, 
U.  S.  SwrveyoTy  under  Treaty  of  Guadalujje  Hidalgo. 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  Department  of  the  Interior y  Washifigion  Cit^. 
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List  of  Documents  forwarded  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  from  the  Mezi" 

can  Boundary  Commission^  April  15,  1851, 

John  Bull,  1st  assistant  surveyor,  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner^ 
giving  an  account  of  his  journey  to  Santa  Rita,  (the  Copper  Mines,) 
announcing  a  new  route ;  March  11,  1851. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  inform- 
ing him  of  his  intention  to  meet  General  Cond^  at  the  initial  point  on 
Monday,  the  24th  instant ;  El  Paso,  March  18,  1851. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  to  John  R.  Bartlett,  commiseioner,  sta- 
tino[  that  he  would  complete  the  determination  of  the  initial  point  on  or 
before  the  last  of  the  month ;  Dofia  Ana,  March^20,  1851. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  acting  «hief  astronomer,  to  John  R* 
Bartlett,  commissioner,  stating  that  a  point  in  latitude  32^  22'  had 
bd^n  marked  on  the  Rio  Grande  ;  Camp  near  Dofta  Ana,  March  29^ 
1851. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Mr.  T.  W.  Chandler,  ordering 
certain  persons,  if  unemployed,  to  the  Copper  Mines ;  El  Paso,  April 
1,  1851. 

Dr.  Diflfenderfler  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  in  'relation  to  med- 
ical services  to  the  commission  at  San  Elizario ;  March  31,  1851. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Mr.  T.  W.  Chandler,  relating  to 
Dr.  Diffenderffer*s  letter ;  El  Paso,  April  3,  1851. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Dr.  Diffenderffer,  in  reply  to  his 
(the  Doctor*s)  letter,  referring  him  to  Mr.  Chandler ;  El  Paso,  April  3y 
1851. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  is 
relation  to  the  "  initial  point ;"  El  Paso,  April  7,  1851. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  acting  chief  astronomer,  to  John  R* 
Bartlett,  commissioner,  announcing  that  Mr.  Sabzar  and  himself  had 
agreed  upon  the  initial  point,  with  the  particulars  by  which  the  results 
were  arrived  at;  Camp  near  Dofia  Ana,  April  4,  1851. 

Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple ^n  reply  to  Mr.^  Bartlett's  letter  of  the 
7th  April;  Frontera,  April  10,  1851. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner,  to  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  act- 
ing chief  astronomer,  in  reply  to  his  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  also  re- 
questing Lieutenant  W.  to  organize  the  several  surveying  and  astro- 
nomical parties  ;  El  Paso,  April  10,  1851. 


In  Camp  at  Santa  Rita, 

March  11,  185L 

Sir  :  I  embrace  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  return  of  two  wagons, 
belonging  to  the  quartermaster's  department,  to  inform  you  of  the  re- 
result  of  the  reconnaissance  just  made  from  Dofia  Ana  to  this  place,  by 
the  party  under  my  command,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  practicability  of 
the  countiT  westerly  from  Dofia  Ana  to  Cook's  Spring,  for  the  laying  of 
a  road  for  loaded  wagons.  I  am  most  happy  to  state  that  I  have  found 
it  without  an  obstacle  of  any  uupoxl^xice^vie^Qud  tte  absence  of  water. 
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The  distance  from  Dofia  Ana  to  Cook's  Sprint,  as  measured  with  the 
viameter,  is  fifty-two  and  fiftj'^-one  one-hundredth s  miles,  (52.51.) 
From  water  to  water,  Viz :  from  the  Rio  Grande  to  Cook's  Spring,  the 
distance  is  about  forty-eight  miles.  This,  however,  can  be  reduced 
from  two  to  three  miles.  I  have  requested  Mr.  Cleveland,  who  returns 
in  charge  of  the  wagons,  ft)  go  over  this  route  and  make  the  new  track, 
which  reduces  the  distance  to  about  forty-six  miles. 

We  found  great  difficulty  in  getting  our  wagon  across,  for  several 
reasons.  Our  load  was  very  heavy,  and  our  mules  weak  j  besides 
which,  we  were  compelled  to  make  the  first  track.  One  larse  train 
passing  over  the  roaa  will  make  it  excellent.  The  grass  is  the  best 
grama  that  I  have  found  in  the  country.  Wood  is  scarce.  I  was  in- 
formed by  an  Apache  chief,  whom  we  met  at  Cook's  Spring,  that  there 
was  water  in  the  mountains  at  about  one-half  the  distance  between 
the  two  points.  I  saw  a  large  trail  leading  in  what  I  now  supposed 
to  be  the  direction  of  the  water,  and  sent  two  of  my  party  in  search  of 
it ;  they,  however,  did  not  find  it.  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the 
first  wagons  passed  over  this  route  should  he  lightly  laden  and  well 
furnished  with  sti'ong  mules.  There  are  but  two  hiUs  of  any  magni- 
tude to  overcome  in  the  whole  distance,  and  they  are  perfectly  incon- 
siderable in  comparison  with  the  one  we  descend  to  enter  the  valley. 
Ten  days'  work  would  render  them  quite  easy  of  ascent  with  the 
heaviest  load. 

The  entire  distance  from  El  Paso  to  this  place  is  one  hundred  and 
fifty-one  and  seventy-three  one-hundredths  miles,  (151.73.)  This  is  a 
saving  of  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  miles  over  the  old  route,  according 
to  the  reported  distance.  My  own  opinion  is  that  the  distance  gained 
by  the  new  route  is  from  forty  to  fifty  miles. 

At  Dofia  Ana  I  employed  Mr.  Jones,  the  bearer  of  fliis,  as  a  guide, 
and  agreed  to  give  him  three  dollars  per  diem.  He  commenced  work 
on  the  27th  ultimo,  and  his  pay  is  to  continue  until  his  return.  He  is 
anxious  to  get  the  appointment  of  mail  carrier  from  Dofia  Ana  to  this 
places  and  fi*om  my  observations  of  his  qualities,  I  do  not  think  a  bet- 
ter person  could  be  found  for  the  duty.  I  will  thank  you  to  settle  with 
him  for  his  services,  and  shall  be  glad  if  you  can  give  him  the  appoint- 
ment that  he  seeks.  m 

It  is  my  intention  to  leave  this  place  for  the  Gila  river  on  the  first 
of  next  week,  or  as  soon  as  my  animals  are  sufficiently  recruited.  On 
my  return  I  shall  make  a  report  in  detail  of  the  entire  reconnaissance, 
and  submit  it  to  you  by  the  first  opportunity.  I  will  also  send  at  the 
same  time  a  map  of  my  route. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BULL, 
First  Assistant  Surveyors 

Hon.  JoHx  R.  Bartlett, 

Commissioner  U.  S.  B.  C 
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Mexican  Boundary  Co^TMrssioN, 

El  Paso,  March  18,  1S51. 

• 

Dear  Sir  :  General  Conde  has  stated  to  me  oiEcially  that  Mr.  Sat 
azar,  the  astronomer  of  the  Mexican  commission,  has  determined  the 
initial  point  on  the  Rio  Grande ;  also,  that  h§  is  ready  and  urgent  to 
proceed  with  the  survey  of  the  line  westward  from  that  point. 

Unwilling  that  the  United  States  commission  should  be  the  means 
of  retarding  the  progress  of  the  survey,  I  have,  at  the  reouest  of  Gen- 
eral Cond^,  agreed  to  meet  hrm  at  the  initial  point,  as  determined  by 
Mr.  Salazar,  on  Monday  next,  the  24th  instant.  If  it  is  possible  for 
you  by  that  time  to  determine  the  point  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  I  shall  be  glad. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT,  Commissumer. 
Lieut.  A.  W.  Whipple, 

U.  S.  Top.  Eng.,  M.  B.  C. 


BorNDARY  Initial  Point,  DoNa  Ana,  N.  M., 

March  20,  1851. 

Dear  Sir  :  Since  my  arrival  here  on  the  6th  instant,  the  weather  hag 
been  unusually  windy  and  the  nights  cloudy,  as  might  have  been  expected 
about  the  equinox.  But  I  have  nevertheless  succeeded  in  obtaining 
some  very  good  observations,  and  will  be  able  to  fix  the  initial  point  of 
boundary  upon  the  Rio  Grande  in  a  very  few  days.  Should  the  com- 
missioner desire  to  appoint  a  day  for  marking  the  point  oflBcially,  1 
doubt  not  the  complete  determination  may  be  perfected  on  or  before 
the  last  of  this  month. 

Mr.  Salazar  is  here.     Will  write  you  again. 

Very  respectfully,  in  haste,  your  obedient  servant^ 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE. 
Hon.  John  R-  Bartlett, 

Commisnoner* 


Camp  near  Do^a  Ana,  N.  M., 

March  29,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  results  of  astronomical  observa- 
tions made  at  this  place,  a  point  in  latitude  32^  22'  has  been  marked 
upon  the  right  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande.  The  observations,  computa- 
tions, measurements,  &c.,  which  have  led  to  this  determination,  I  de- 
sign to  communicate  officially  as  soon  as  copies  can  be  made. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
Lt.  T.  E.,  Act.  Chief  Asu,  ^t.,  U.  S.  B.  C. 
Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

Commimoner  U.  S.  and  M.  JS^  El  Paso^  Texas.. 
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El  Paso,  April  1,  1851. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  shall  leave  here  in  a  few  days  for  Dofia  Ana  and  the 
Cropper  Mines,  and  I  find  myself  short  of  the  means  of  transportation. 
You  will  please  send  me,  therefore,  the  wagon  you  have  at  San  Eliza- 
no.  Should  you  require  the  use  of  a  wagon,  you  may  hire  one  when 
necessary  to  transport  wood,  or  for  other  purposes.     The  great  ex- 

gense  of  supporting  our  mules  renders  it  necessaiy  that  they  should  all 
e  collectea  at  some  point  where  it  may  be  saved. 
As  the  services  of  Messrs.  Mathews,  Houston,  and  Jones  are  not 
required  at  San  Elizario,  (unless  you  have  work  for  them,^  you  will 
please  direct  them  to  come  up  with  the  wagon,  bringing  their  oagga^e 
and  tent,  if  they  have  one,  mess  furniture,  &c.,  to  accompany  the  tram 
to  Doiia  Ana. 

You  will  oblige  me  by  inquiring  of  Mr.  Hippel  how  long  it  will  yet 
require  to  complete  the  map  on  which  he  is  now  engaged,  and  inform 
me  of  the  result. 

Mr.  Frazier  has  called  on  me  for  his  pay  as  a  laborer.  This  sur- 
prises me  much,  for  I  knew  of  no  such  person  in  the  commission.  I 
^hall,  therefore,  require  from  you  a  written  statement,  certifying  that 
vou  employed  Mr.  Frazier — what  the  particular  services  are  which 
he  was  rejquired  to  perform — that  he  had  rendered  these  services — and 
that  they  were  absolutely  necessary  for  the  commission. 

Yours,  truly, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
M.  T.  W.  Chandler,  ^sq., 

Chief  Meteorological  Department^  San  Elizario. 


Presidio  de  San  Elizario, 

March  31,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  called  upon  in  a  number  of  instances  to  give  pro 
fessional  attendance  to  the  detachment  of  tlje  boundary  commission 
stationed  at  this  place.  Permit  me  to  inquire  whether  you  will  au- 
thorize the  payment  of  the  accounts  for  these  services,  and  whether  it 
is  your  wish  that  I  shall  continue  to  give  professional  advice  to  the 
party  when  needed. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

W.  L.  DIFFENDERFFER,  M.  D. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Bartlett, 

Commissioner* 


El  Paso,  April  3,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  Dr.  Diffenderffer  has  written  me,  stating  that  he  has 
been  called  upon  in  a  number  of  instances  to  give  professional  attend- 
ance to  the  detachment  of  the  boundary  commission  stationed  at  San 
Elizario,  and  asks  whether  I  will  authorize  the  payment  of  these  ac- 
counts; also  whether  it  is  my  wish  that  he  &Vio>]^dL  cox^ca^^L^^X^  ^^ 
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professional  advice  to  the  party  when  needed.  My  reply  to  him  I 
enclose  for  your  perusal.  By  this  you  will  perceive  that  I  have  re- 
ferred him  to  you,  and  shall  be  satisfied  with  any  arrangement  you 
may  make  with  the  Doctor  for  the  future. 

I  will  state,  however,  that  I  will  pay  no  bills  for  professional  services 
when  sickness  is  caused  by  unnecessary  indulgence  or  imprudence. 
Such  must  be  paid  by  the  persons  requiring  medical  advice.  I  should 
also  be  glad  to  know  what  Dr.  D.'s  terms  are,  as  the  physicians  at  El 
Paso  aie  quite  extravagant  in  their  charges. 

Yours,  truly, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commisuatier. 
M.  T.  W.  Chandler,  Esq., 

San  Elizario* 


El  Paso,  April  8,  1851. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  31st  ult.,  making  certain  inquiries,  was  received 
this  morning. 

In  reply,  I  would  state  that  I  was  under  the  impression  that  Dr. 
Bigelow,  the  physician  and  surgeon  of  the  boundary  commi^ion,  who 
has  been  stationed  at  Socorro  ever  since  our  arrival,  has  attended  upon 
the  members  at  San  Ehzario  when  sick,  and  called  upon.  If  any  in- 
dividuals have  preferred  employing  other  professional  gentlemen  instead 
of  sending  for  the  person  whom  government  has  employed  and  pays 
for  the  purpose,  I  see  no  reason  why  they  sKould  not  themselves  pay 
the  bills*  thus  contracted.  Any  case  of  emergency  should  of  course  be 
an  exception,  but  I  have  heara  of  none  such. 

The  detachment  which  has  been  at  San  Elizario  is  now  ordered 
elsewhere,  and  there  will  remain  behind  none  save  the  two  or  three 

;rsons  connected  with  the  meteorological  department.  As  Doctor 
►ieelow  has  removed,  these  cannot  now  come  under  his  charge  when 
sicK ;  and  any  arrangement  which  Mr.  Chandler  may  think  proper  to 
make  with  you  for  advlte  and  attendance  upon  them  when  sick,  will 
be  acceptable  to  me. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commimoner. 

W.  L.  DiFFENDEFFER,  M.  P., 

San  Elizario^ 


Camp  near  Do.^a  Ana, 

April  4,  1851. 

Dear  Sir:  On  the  night  of  the  4th  of  March  I  arrived  at  the  camp 

which  I  had  directed  Sir.  Kettlewell  to  place  upon  the  right  bank  of 

the  Rio  Grande.    The  night  was  cloudy.    On  the  5th  the  sun  appeared 

for  a  short  time,  and  allowed  a  few  observations,  which  made  our 

latitude  two  minutes  of  arc  south  ot  v\i^  ^^^'eJ^  qS.  ^^^  22\    The  next 
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day  we  moved  in  search  of  ft  more  available  point :  found  the  left 
bank  of  the  river  more  promising,  where,  upon  good  camping  giound, 
we  stopped  and  observed.  The  sun  giving  us  still  too  little  latitude, 
we  advanced  to  a  bend  in  the  river,  which  the  sextant  proved  to  be 
near  the  initial  point.  We  commenced  at  once  to  set  our  camp  in 
order.  Trees  were  selected,  sawed,  planted,  isolated  for  the  meridian 
instruments,  and  one  was  very  skilfully  cut  by  Mr.  Ferguson,  one  of 
the  excellent  mechanics  of  the  commission,  for  a  transit,  to  be  mounted 
in  the  prime  vertical.  Notwithstanding  clouds  above,  as  well  as  clouds 
of  dust  below,  borne  by  the  equinoctial  storms  on  the  12th,  the  instru- 
ments were  adjusted,  and  observations  fairly  commenced. 

I  enclose  an  abstract  of  the  result  for  the  latitude,  as  observed  and 
computed  in  the  month  of  March.  The  full  detail  of  the  operations, 
as  referred  to  in  my  last,  is  not  yet  completely  copied. 

The  result  obtained  from  all  the  stars  observed  (eleven)  is  32^  22^ 
13".391,  with  a  probable  error  of  0".279.  This  error  depends  jnainly 
upon  the  error  in  levelling,  and  the  error  in  the  tabulated  places  of  the 
stars.  Stars  whose  dechnations  may  be  found  in  the  British  Nautical 
Almanac  are  to  be  preferred,  inasmuch  as  their  elements  have  been 
corrected  by  many  observations  at  the  principal  observatories  in  Eu- 
rope. Alpha  Geminorum  ful61s  not  only  this,  but  also  another  condition 
essential  to  extreme  accuracy  in  observations  of  this  kind :  it  passes 
the  prime  vertical  very  near  the  zenith,  and  gives  results  less  depend- 
ent upon  a  change  in  the  rate  of  the  chronometer.  Hence  you  per- 
ceive, more  observations  have  been  made  upon  this  star  than  upon 
others;  and  a  mean  of  thdse  observations,  with  a  probable  error  of 
0'M34,  differs  hut  five  thousandths  of  a  second  of  arc  from  the  result 
obtained  from  observations  upon  all  the  stars.  This  result  havi^ig  been 
obtained,  the  distance  south,  to  the  parallel  of  latitude  32^  22',  was 
accurately  measured  by  Mr.  Ketdewell  with  deal-rods,  and  a  log  was 
firmly  planted  at  the  point  found. 

Upon  this  log,  as  a  stand,  an  azimuth  instrument,  by  Ertel  of  Mu- 
nich, of  14rgr  inches  diameter,  reading  by  four  verniers  to  10"  of  arc, 
was  used  to  measure  the  angle  from  the  true  meridian,  and  to  deter- 
mine the  point  in  the  same  parallel  of  latitude  on  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  river.  To  this  point  I  referred  in  my  communication  of  the  29th 
ultimo ;  for  the  result,  you  perceive,  is  not  materially  changed  by  the 
obsejKations  of  the  29th  ancl  31st.  The  distance  between  the  parallel 
passing  through  this  point,  and  that  passing  through  the  point  as  finally 
fixed  by  Mr.  Salazar,  was  found  to  be  31.55  metres,  which  difference 
may,  perhaps,  be  partly  attributed  to  the  deflection  of  the  plumb-Une 
produced  by  the  mmeral  mountain,  Picacho,  near  the  northern  base  of 
which  was  the  Mexican  astronomical  camp.  On  the  31st  ultimo  I 
laid  before  Mr.  Salazar,  the  Mexican  astronomer,  the  results  upon  which 
depends  my  determination  of  the  latitude.  On  the  2d  instant  Mr.  S.  pro- 
duced his  own.  We  then  agreed  to  incorporate  our  observations,  and  by 
giving  equal  weight  to  each,  thus  to  produce  one  result  for  the  initial 
point  upon  the  Rio  Grande,  whose  latitude  is  32^  22'  north.  Upon  the 
3d  instant  we  met  upon  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  found  and  maiked 
the  point,  15.77  metres  south  from  the  parallel  which  resulted  from, 
my  observations,  and  the  same  distance  noilYi  fcora  \ia^  ^^x^^^x^'sci^- 


314  S.  Doc.  119. 

ing  from  Mr.  Salazar's  obsen'ations ;  \^ich  point  we  mutually  agrred 
to  recommend  to  the  joint  commission  to  be  adopted  as  a  point  of  the 
boundary  in  die  parallel  of  32^  22'. 

With  reference  to  the  astronomical  line  westward,.  I  proposed  to  the 
Mexican  astronomer  a  plan,  with  which  he  was  well  pleased,  and  I 
myself  think  it  the  most  available.  It  is  to  measure  the  chord  of  the 
parallel,  and  lay  off,  at  certain  distances  upon  the  meridional  arcs, 
points  in  the  true  line  of  boundary. 

At  the  same  time  astronomical  observations  may  be  carried  on,  and 
the  true  differences  of  longitude  ascertained,  by  signal  flashes. 

As  soon  as  I  can  direct  this  party  in  the  initial  operations,  it  is  my 
wish  to  proceed  to  the  western  termination  of  the  southern  boundary  of 
New  Mexico  to  determine  that  point  by  astronomical  observations. 

In  haste,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
•       Lt,  T.  JE.,  Acting  Principal  Astronomer^  U.  S,  ^  M.  B.  C. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartle;tt, 

Commissioner^  U.  S.  and  M.  B.  C. 


U.  S.  AND  M.  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso,  April  7,  1851. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  yours  of  the  29th  ultimo,  stating  tnat,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  results  of  astronomical  observations,  a  point  in  latitude 
32^  22'  has  been  marked  upon  the  right  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
that  the  observations',  computations,  &c.,  which  have  led  to  this  deter- 
mination, will  be  officially  communicated  to  me. 

Since  the  reception  of  your  letter,  I  have  been  anxiously  awaiting 
the  receipt  of  the  official  communication  referred  to,  which  has  not  yet 
reached  me.  You  will  please  send  it  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that 
the  commissioners  may  proceed  without  unnecessary  delay  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  in  establishing  and  marking  the  initial  point. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT. 

Commissioner. 
Lieut.  A.  W.  Whipple, 

V.  S.  T.  £.,  Acting  Chief  Astronomer,  U.  S.  B.  C,  # 

near  Vofia  Ana. 


Frontera,  April  10,  1851. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  communication  of  the  7th  instant  was  received  by 
me  at  Dofia  Ana,  yesterday  morning.  My  despatch  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
intended  to  give  official  information  of  the  astronomical  determination 
of  the  point,  in  latitude  32^  22',  which  then  required  but  the  official 
sanction  of  the  joint  commission  to  make  it  the  "initial  point"  of  the 
western  boundaiy  line  from  the  Rio  Grande,  I  am  sorry  to  find  was 
misunderstood. 

The  observations,  compulatioxiSi  fiwi.i  «&  ^^  ^&  xjkwj^  of  the  line, 
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are  to  be  communicated,  when,  conveniently  to  the  commission,  they 
can  be  prepared ;  but  it  is  desirable  thattthe  field-work  should  not  be 
delayed  for  that  purpose. 

The  point  above  referred  to  being  determined  upon  the  earth's  sur- 
face by  the  astronomers  of  both  commissions,  the  demarcation  of  the 
parallel  westward  now  awaits  only  for  the  ceremony  with  which  the 
commissioners  may  deem  it  proper  to  distinguish  the  commencement  of 
a  new  portion  of  national  boundary. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
l»t.  T,  E.,  Acting  Chief  Astronomer^  U.  S.  B.  C 
Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

U.  S.  and  M.  B.  C,  El  Paso,  Texas. 


Office  of  U.  S.  and  M.  Boundary  Commission, 

12  Paso  defiNorte,  April  10,  1851. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  two  letters  of  the  4th  and  one  of  the  6th  instant,  by 
Mr.  Force,  were  received  on  the  8th;  the  former  communicating  the 
particulars  of  the  determination  of  the  initial  point  by  yourself,  and  also 
by  Mr.  Salazar,  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  commission,  accompanied 
by  a  table  of  the  observations  from  which  the  result  was  by  you  de- 
duced. The  joint  commission  have  agreed  to  meet  at  the  point  fixed 
upon,  on  Monday,  the  21st  instant,  lor  the  purpose  of  ratifying  the 
decision  of  the  astronomers,  and  of  taking  measures  to  mark  the  spot 
which  is  to  designate  the  initial  point,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  of  the  boun- 
dary between  the  two  republics.  * 

With  reference  to  the  astronomical  line  westward,  whatever  method 
is  deemed  most  advisable  to  be  taken,  by  yourself  and  Mr.  Salazar,  to 
insure  correctness,  and  which  at  the  same  time  shall  be  most  available, 
will  meet  my  views.  The  plan  you  propose,  viz:  "to  measure  the 
chord  of  the  parallel,  and  lay  off,  at  certain  distances  upon  the  meri- 
dional arcs,  points  in  the  true  line  of  boundary,"  seems  to  me  the  most 
available  one  that  can  be  selected.  I  will  submit  it  to  General  Condfi 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  commission.  At  the  same  time,  I  will  bring 
up  the  subject  of  the  western  limit  of  the  southern  boundary  of  New 
Mexico;  so  that  we  may  be  prepared,  when  we  meet  at  the  initial 
point,  to  act  definitively  in  the  matter. 

I  am.  glad  we  agree  in  the  plan  of  abandoning  our  meteorological 
station  at  the  presidio  de  San  Elizario,  and  of  concentrating  our  parties 
in  the  region  west  of  the  Rio  Grande,  which  will  be  our  field  of  oper- 
ations for  some  time  to  come.  Mr.  Chandler  will  join  me  on  the  21st, 
at  the  initial  point,  and  accompany  me  to  the  Copper  Mines,  Mr. 
Force  will,  as  you  propose,  take  the  station  at  Frontera,  instead  of  that 
at  the  Copper  Mines,  as  suggested  in  my  letter  of  the  2d  instant. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  hear  from  you  of  the  safe  arrival  at 
Dofia  Ana  of  Mr.  Thompson  with  his  party,  from  the  survey  of  the 
valley  of  the  Rio  Grande,  find  of  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  he 
has  accomplished  this  work.  Mr.  Thompson  may  now  he  detax\ad.^<5jt 
duty  on  the  Gila. 
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It  now  becomes  necessary  to  organize  a  party  for  the  examination  of 
the  counfry  south  of  the  Gilsif  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  prac- 
ticabiHty  of  a  road,  canal,  or  railway,  within  a  marine  league  of  its 
banivs,  agreeable  to  a  clause  in  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guada- 
lupe Hidalgo;  which  duty  I  am  instructed  to  perform.  You  will  please 
organize  a  party  to  enter  the  field  at  once,  to  commence  the  examina- 
tions conteAplated ;  and  give  the  surveyor  in  command  such  instruc- 
tions as  you  may  deem  proper,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  facts  desired. 

As  the  United  States  will  now  possess  both  banks  of  tlie  river  Gila, 
to  a  point  three  degrees  from  the  Rio  Gfrande,  in  conformity  with  the 
agreement  of  the  joint  commission,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  limit 
the  examination  >#ithin  ,a  marine  league  of  the  Gila,  until  we  pass  the 
point  where  the  western  boundary  of  New  Mexico  strikes  that  river; 
and  even  then,  should  any  impassable  barrier  present  itself,  the  exami- 
nation should  be  extended  south  of  such  barrier,  even  though  it  may 
extend  beyond  the  marine  league  referred  to.  Furthermore,  I  would 
recommend  that  an  examination  of  the  country  from  the  Rio  Grande 
westward,  beginning  neSi:  the  initial  point,  should  be  made,  to  connect 
with  that  along  the  Gila.  The  object  contemplated  in  the  treaty  being 
to  open  a  communication  from  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande  to  the 
Pacific,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  survey  of  the  Gila  would  be  useless, 
unless  extended  to  the  Rio  Grande, 

For  the  party  to  be  stationed  at  the  astronomical  observatory  at 
Frontera,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  you  will  please  select  such  as  you  think 
most  competent  to  carry  out  your  instructions  there. 

For  the  astronomical  party  which  you  will  require  to  accompany  you 
to  the  western  limit  of  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico,  you  will 
please  detail  such  assistants  as  will  be  of  most  essential  service  in  aid- 
ing you  in  this  important  duty.  For  the  wagons,  mules,  and  subsist- 
ence required,  you  will  please  apply  to  the  quartermaster  and  commis- 
sary, whom  I  will  instruct  to  comply  with  your  request. 

The  depot  of  provisions  at  the  Copper  Mines  will  be  quite  accessible 
from  the  boundary  fine;  and  from  what  is  known  of  the  country  through 
which  said  line  passes,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  wagons  may  be 
used  to  advantage  the  greater  portion  of  the  distance  from  the  banks 
of  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  termination  of  the  south  line.  With  the  depot 
of  provisions  at  Doila  Ana,  and  the  Copper  Mines,  I  anticipate  no  dif- 
ficulty in  supplying  the  several  parties  engaged  on  the  boundary  Une, 
as  well  as  those  near  the  Gila,  in  making  the  surveys  and  examinations 
before  alluded  to. 

For  the  survey  of  the  boundary  line  proper,  from  the  initial  point 
westward,  it  would  be  veiy  desirable  that  Mr.  A.  B.  Gray,  the  princi- 
pal surveyor,  appointed  by  Congress  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty, 
should  be  present ;  and  I  feel  very  reluctant  to  commence  and  direct 
so  important  a  dutj*^  in  his  absence.  Nevertheless  it  is  incumbent  on 
me  in  this  contingency  to  begin  the  survey,  as  the  work  for  which  the 
commission  was  sent  here  cannot  be  delayed,  to  await  the  arrival  of 
that  gentleman.     You  will  please,  therefore,  place  the  important  and 

responsible  duty  of  running  the  Une  temporarily  in  charge  of -» 

with  directions  to  carry  on  the  work,  under  your  instructions  and  su- 
pervision, until  the  arrival  of  tiae  iptuvevp^sl  %»\iiveyor. 
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When  you  have  made  an  organization  of  parties  for  the  sereral  ob- 
jects and  duties  required  above,  you  will  please  present  the  same  to 
me,  accompanied  by  your  instructions,  for  my  approval. 

In  carrying  out  the  several  objects  contemplated,  k  seenas  proper,  at 
this  time,  to  state  to  you  the  following  circumstances  connected  with 
the  organization  of  the  boundary  commission. 

You  are  aware  that  several  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  certain  re- 

Sonsible  positions  in  Washington,  including  the  first  assistant  surveyor, 
aughtsmen,  and  computers.  These  positions  were  assigned  them  in 
consequence  of  the  testimonials  which  they  presented  of  their  compe- 
tency to  perform  the  duties  appertaining  to  their  several  offices.  I  could 
not  be  expected  to  know  how  far  they  were  qualified  for  the  situations. 
This  can  alone  be  ascertained  when  they  enter  the  field.  The  young 
gentlemen,  who  compose  a  majority  of  the  commission*  were,  after  con- 
sulting with  you,  assigned  to  different  positions  as  assistants  to  the  sur- 
veying and  astronomical  parties,  according  to  the  study  or  practice 
they  had  had  in  these  departments.  When,  therefore,  it  shall  be  found 
that  any  connected  with  the  engineering,  surveyings  or  astronomical 
departments,  are  incompetent  to  perform  the  duties  assigned  to  them, 
you  will  not  hesitate  to  remove  them  at  once,  and  appoint  others  who 
are  competent  to  their  places.  The  commission  is  now  to  be  organized 
for  active  duty  for  the  working  season,  and  under  no  consideration  can 
the  interests  of  the  government  be  permitted  to  suffer,  that  the  private 
interests  of  any  individual  may  be  promoted.  I  desire  that  the  same 
directions  may  be  given  to  the  gentlemen  having  charge  of  parties. 
They  will  be  responsible  for  all  under  them ;  and,  for  any  misconduct 
or  disobedience  of  orders,  they  will  be  at  hberty  to  remove  those  of- 
fending from  their  parties,  and  report  the  same  to  me,  or,  in  my  ab- 
sence, to  yourself;  and  whatever  yonr  decision  may  be  in  the  matter, 
will  meet  my  approval. 

I  intend,  as  soon  as  the  initial  point  is  ratified,  td  proceed  to  the  Cop- 
per Mines  and  the  Gila  with  a  small  party,  and  trace  that  river  to  its 
source;  also  to  explore  its  several  tributaries.  The  following  gentle- 
men will  accompany  me  in  this  expedition :  Dr.  Webb,  Messrs.  Thur- 
ber.  Moss,  Steele,  Bausman,  Weems,  and  Steuart. 

Mr.  Chandler,  with  an  assistant,  will  be  stationed  at  the  Copper 
Mines,  in  charge  of  the  meteorological  department;  Mr.  Murphy,  assist- 
ant secretary,  and  Mr.  Cranston,  will  also  remain  there,  together  with 
the  quartermaster's  and  commissary's  departments.  Mr.  Vaudricourt  will 
have  completed  his  survey  of  El  Paso  and  its  vicinity  in  two  or  three 
weeks,  when  the  two  young  men  who  are  assisting  him,  Messrs.  White 

and ,  will  join  my  party,  on  which  you  may  detail  them.     Mr. 

Vaudricourt  will  remain  at  El  Paso  to  complete  his  topographical  and 
artistical  work.  All  others  in  the  commission  are  placed  at  your  dis- 
posal in  effecting  the  organization  of  the  several  parties  referred  to. 

As  for  the  laborers  and  mechanics  belonging  to  the  commission,  I 
think  it  \^^  be  well  to  lea\e  one  of  each  of  the  following  at  the  Copper 
Mines,  where  they  may  always  be  found,  to  make  repairs  or  do  any 
other  work  required  of  them:  say  a  carpenter,  blacksmith,  wheelwright, 
tailor,  shoemaker,  and  harnessmaker.  One  or  more  of  the  masons  will 
be  required  there  to  put  the  buildings  in  order,  unless  '^^Bl'^i^xji  ^\ftKX 
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the  monuments.  The  armorer  and  machinist  may  be  retained  at  the 
observatory  or  at  the  Copper  Mines,  wherever  you  think  his  services 
most  necessary. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
Lieut.  A.  W,  Whippijb, 

Acting  Chief  Auronomer,  U.  S*  Sf  M.  B.  C. 


Lieutenant  Strain  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

•  Washington,  D.  C,  October  31,  1850. 

Sir:  In  reference  to  the  duty  to  which  J.  R.  Bartlett,  esq.,  the  United 
States  boundary  commissioner,  requested  that  I  should  be  assigned,  I 
have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  two  projects — one  of  which  I  hope 
may  merit  your  approval. 

In  assigning  me  to  the  command  of  the  flotilla,  composed  of  four 
boats  belonging  to  the  boundary  commission,  it  was  suggested  that,  in 
consideration  of  the  important  results  which  must  accrue  to  the  country 
from  the  early  exploration  and  survey  of  the  river  Colorado  below  its 
junction  with  the  Gila,  as  well  as  that  of  the  upper  waters  of  the  Gulf 
of  CaUfornia — ^without  which  the  former  would  be  nearly  valueless — 
the  Navy  Department  might  be  induced  to  detail  the  requisite  number 
of  seamen  for  the  management  of  the  boats,  which  would  thus  mate- 
rially lessen  the  outlay  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  prosecution  xrf 
the  boundary  survey. 

No  men  could  be  obtained  better  adapted  to  this  duty  than  seamen. 

The  importance  of  the  examination  proposed  by  Mr.  Bartlett  is  ob- 
vious to  every  one  acquainted  with  the  present  state  of  our  new  terri- 
tories on  the  Pacific,  while  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  case  does  not 
place  the  duties  in  any  particular  department  of  the  government.  The 
examination  of  the  upper  part  of  the  gulf,  and  that  portion  of  the  Colo- 
rado between  its  mouth  and  junction  with  the  Gila,  cannot  be  consid- 
ered as  pertaining  to  the  "coast  survey,"  as  it  is  entirely  embraced  in 
the  territory  of  the  Mexicaii  republic ;  yet  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hi- 
dalgo, giving  to  our  citizens  free  ingress  to  the  valleys  of  the  Gila  aiid 
Colorado  through  the  gulf,  which  is  the  only  route  available  for  the  pur- 
poses of  commerce,  makes  an  early  examination  of  equal  importance 
to  that  of  any  portion  of  the  coast  of  our  newly-acquired  territories. 

Could  the  sympathies  of  the  Navy  Department  be  enlisted  in  favor 
of  this  examination,  and  crews  assigned  to  the  boats  already  built  for 
the  use  of  the  boundary  commission,  the  service  could  be  effectually 
and  economically  performed. 

If,  however,  the  government  should  not  deem  such  measures  desira- 
ble, I  would  respectfully  suggest  another  prefect,  which,  though  It  would 
not  possess  all  the  advantages  of  that  al^ady  suggested,  would  prove 
the  most  economical  mode  of  prosecuting  the  explorations  and  survejrs 
with  the  funds  which  are  now,  or  may  be  placed  hereafter,  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Interior  DepaxtxaenX  mi  xlti^X^oxiiA^  commissioner. 
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The  second  project  is  as  follows :  That  the  four  boats  should  be 
despatched,  in  cnarge  of  two  passed  midshipmen  and  five  seamen,  in 
a  steamer  which  will  sail  about  the  first  of  December  to  Mazatlan ; 
and  that  I  should  be  authorized  to  proceed  to  El  Paso,  where  the  com- 
mission will  be  compelled  to  winter,  and  obtain  from  the  party  at  that 
point  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  manage  the  boats,  and  proceed 
with  them  overland  to  the  port  of  Guaymas,  on  the  Gulf  of  California, 
to  which  point  the  boats  will  be  conveyed  from  Mazatlan  in  a  coasting 
Vessel. 

From  Guaymas  we  could  easily  ascend  the  gulf  in  our  boats  to  the 
point  where  it  would  be  desirable  to  commence  our  examinations. 

The  advantage  of  this  plan  will  be  its  economy,  as  it  will  require 
but  a  few  persons,  who  may  be  obtained  from  the  navy,  in  addition  to 
those  who  are  already  drawing  pay  and  subsistence  from  the  govern- 
ment. At  present,  the  number  oi  men  with  the  main  body  of  the 
commission  is  greater  than  can  be  advantageously  employed,  while  the 
scarcity  of  provisions  at  El  Paso,  owing  to  the  drought  of  last  season, 
will  make  their  subsistence  enormously  expensive  during  the  winter. 
The  horses  and  mules  now  belonging  to  the  commission  will  have  to 
be  sold  at  El  Paso,  or  sustained  at  a  heavy  expense  during  the  winter; 
and  by  employing  a  portion  of  them  to  transport  t^  party  to  Guaymas, 
no  additional  expense  will  be  entailed  upon  the  survey,  as  they  and 
the  men  can  be  more  economically  subsisted  on  the  journey  than  at 
El  Paso. 

The  adoption  of  this  plan  would  incur  no  additional  outlay  com- 
mensurate with  the  object  in  view,  which  can  never  be  attempted  un- 
der more  favorable  auspices.  My  opinions  as  to  the  superfluity  of  men 
now  with  the  commissioner,  you  will  find  supported  by  letters  now  in 
your  department. 

My  views  relative  to  the  great  expense  of  subsisting  a  large  party 
of  men  and  animals  at  El  Paso  during  the  ensuing  winter  will  be 
corroborated  by  Colonel  J.  Rodgers,  special  Indian  agent,  who  is  fa- 
miliar with  the  present  state  of  the  country;  while  the  opinions  which  I 
have  expressed  relative  to  the  importance  of  the  explorations  proposed 
by  Mr.  Bartlett,  you  can  assure  yourself  of  by  reference  to  the  accom- 
panying condensed  narrative,  which,  you  will  observe,  confirms  the 
opinion  published  by  the  Hon.  T.  Butler  King  as  to  the  fertility  of  the 
valley  of  the  Colorado  and  its  future  importance  to  our  country. 

To  display  the  feasibility  of  a  journey  from  El  Paso  to  Guaymas^  I 
have  also  enclosed  a  narrative  of  a  journey  through  that  region. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.t  STRAIN, 
Lieut,  U.  S.  Navy  J  attached  to  Boundary  Survey. 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuabt, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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Information  relative  to  the  Colorado  of  the  West,  compiled  from  a  Narrative 
of  two  Journeys,  made  in  that  region  in  1826  and  182S,  by  James  O. 
Pattie,  an  American  trajpper. 

Part  1st. — The  Colorado  above  junction  with  the  Gila. 

From  junction  of  Gila  and  Colorado  the  party  of  trappers,  consist- 
ing of  36  men,  commenced  ascending  the  eastern  bank  of  the  latter. 
The  date  of  their  departure  from  this  junctidn  is  between  the  26th  and 
29th  of  February,  1826. 

Narrativcy  compiled  OTtd  condensed. 

«  « 

At  entrance  of  Gila,  Colorado  is  from  200  to  300  yards  wide,  a  bold, 
deep  stream  of  clear  water;  river  bottoms  a  mile  wide  on  an  average, 
with  high,  barren  cliffs.  Timber  heavy,  with  high  and  rank  grass. 
Near  river  are  lakes,  which  abound  in  beaver. 

March  1. — Arrived  in  the  country  of  the  Cocomarikopa  Indians,  who, 
though  timid  at  first,  held  friendly  communication  with  the  trappers. 
Beaver  abundant.  ^ 

March  3. — Left  flis  tribe  and  arrived  on  the  6th  at  a  village  of  the 
Mohawas.  At  this  point  prairies  reach  the  river  bank ;  remained  en- 
camped near  Indian  village  until  10th;  on  9th  had  a  skirmish  with 
Mohawas,  who  lost  their  chief  and  16  warriors. 

March  10. — Resumed  their  march,  taking  precautions  against  a  sud- 
den attack. 

March  12. — Mohawas  having  pursued  at  a  distance,  attacked  the 
trappers  at  night,  kiUing  two  and  wounding  two  of  their  party. 

march  13. — Eighteen  trappers  started  in  pursuit,  overtook  and  killed 
a  number  of  the  Mohawa  Indians.  Red  river  (Colorado)  at  this  point 
runs  from  the  north,  and  is  bounded  by  "an  abundance  of  the  finest 
lands." 

Marched  until  16th  without  meeting  Indians. 

March  16. — Met  a  small  party  of  Indians;  men  fled,  leaving  one 
woman,  who  repeated  Lotvera,  Lotvera,  from  which  it  was  inferred  that 
she  belonged  to  a  tribe  of  that  name. 

March  23. — Arrived  at  a  village  of  the  Shuenas,  with  whom  they 
had  a  skirmish.  From  their  extreme  terror  upon  the  discharge  of  fire- 
arms, it  was  supposed  that  they  were  unacriuainted  with  the  whites. 
Course  of  river  still  north  and  south,  flowmg  through  a  rich  valley, 
skirted  by  high  mountains,  the  summits  of  which  were  white  with 
snow.  ♦ 

March  25. — Arrived  at  a  small  stream  entering  from  the  eastward. 
Sent  three  men  up  the  stream  to  trap.  These  men  were  afterwards 
found  dead  and  in  part  cooked. 

March  28. — Arrived  at  a  point  where  mountains  skirted  the  river  so 
closely  that  the  party  could  not  follow  its  banks,  forming  a  caflon;  sup- 
posed length  of  canon  300  leagues.  Travel  difficult  and  snow  from  12 
to  18  inches  in  depth.  River  always  in  sight  below  the  route,  and  bluffs 
on  either  side,  distant  fi-om  each  other  about  one  mile.  Pasture  so 
scarce  that  party  were  obliged  to  feed  their  mules  on  bark. 
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April  10,  1826. — ^River  emerges  from  mountains,  and  party  returned 
to  its  banks.     Caught  beaver,  and  killed  abundance  of  elk. 

April  13. — ^Arrived  at  a  point  where  a  branch  from  the  north  emptied 
into  main  river.  In  this  branch  the  parly  caught  beaver,  and  were  at- 
tacked by  Indians.  The  Colorado  at  this  point  a  clear  and  beautiful 
stream.    Moved  onward  slowly,  as  horses  were  very  lean. 

April  16. — Met  a  large  party  of  Shoshones,  a  portion  of  whom  had 
musKets.  Had  a  skirmish,  in  which  eight  Indians  were  killed.  As- 
cended river  to  forks,  neither  fork  being  more  thtm  25  or  30  yards  wide. 

April  19. — Began  to  ascend  the  east  fork,  which  bears  about  north- 
east and  southwest. 

April  23. — Arrived  at  principal  village  of  the  Navajoes,  who  were 
at  that  time  friendly  to  the  whites,  and  were  informed  by  the  Indians 
that  the  mountain  chain  was  impassable,  except  by  the  route  which 
followed  the  north  or  left  fork. 

Ajrril  25. — Started  up  the  left  fork,  and  on  the  30th  of  April  arrived  in 
the  country  of  the  Pewes,  who  were  friendly  to  the  Navajoes.  Their 
chief  village  is  situated  two  days'  journey  from  the  gap  or  gorge  at 
which  the  party  were  obliged  to  cross  the  mountain. 

May  1,  1826. — ^Arrived  at  the  gorge,  the  passage  of  which  occupied 
six  days.  Compact  snow-banks  were  found,  higher  than  a  man  on 
horseback,  and  the  narrow  path  through  was  made  by  passage  of 
buffaloes.  Cotton-wood  bark  was  carried  with  the  party  as  forage  for 
horses  and  wood  with  which  to  cook,  as  nothing  was  found  among  the 
mountains  except  bare  peaks  and  perpetual  snow. 

May  7. — Struck  south  fork  of  river  Platte  near  Long's  Peak. 

Remarks  and  conclusions. 

From  above  condensed  narrative  it  appears  that  the  trappers  were 
from  60  to  63  days  on  their  journey  from  junction  of  Gila  and  Colorado 
to  the  east  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  where  they  met  the  south 
branch  of  the  Platte  river.  From  the  junction  to  the  mountain  range, 
which  so  encloses  the  river  as  to  form  a  cafUm,  the  journey  consumed 
from  23  to  26  days,  which,  allowing  an  average  of  23  miles  a  day,  will 
give  a  distance  of  from  629  to  598  miles  of  river,  skirted,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  narrative,  by  a  highly  fertile  and  cultivable  country,  which 
must  prove  extremely  valuable  in  a  region  which  so  abounds  in  deserts, 
without  soil  or  irrigation. 

In  following  the  narrator  through  the  sterile  and  mountainous  region 
which  forms  the  cafLouy  an  error,  probably  topographical,  is  observable. 
Though  the  transit  is  represented  as  extremely  aifficult,  the  distance 
given  as  having  been  traversed  in  13  days  is  300  leagues,  or  69  miles 
per  diem.  This  is  impossible;  for  leagues  we  must  call  miles,  which 
will  give  an  average  rate  of  23  miles  a  day — an  exceeding  long  march 
under  the  circumstances. 

The  hydrographic  basin  of  the  Colorado  will  doubtless  be  found 
effectually  transversely  separated  by  this  mountain  range,  unless  futufe 
explorations  should  develop  some  new  passes;  and  even  in  that  event, 
8o  far  as  the  purposes  of  commerce  are  concerned,  the  lower  bs^in 
below  the  cafUm^  formed  by  the  mountains,  must  be  alt»>x\&^  \!cl\^m^ 
21 
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the  Gulf  of  California,  while  communication  will  be  held  with  the 
upper  through  the  territory  of  Utah  and  the  passes  in  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains. 

Respectfully  submitted : 

J.  G.  STRAIN, 
Lieutenant  United  State*  Navy. 


Information  relative  to  the  Colorado  of  the  West,  compiled  from  a  Narrative 
of  tioo  Journeys^  made  in  that  region  in  1826  and  1828,  by  James  O. 
Pattie,  an  American  trapper. 

Part  2d. — The  Colorado  below  junction  with  the  Gila. 

On  the  9th  of  December,  1827,  James  O.  Pattie,  his  father,  and  six 
other  trappers,  in  four  pirogties  formed  of  eight  canoes,  in  pairs,  set  out, 
from  a  point  a  short  distance  below  the  junction  of  the  Gila  and  Colorado, 
with  the  intention  of  seeking  the  Mexican  settlements,  relative  to  which 
they  had  received  erroneous  intelligence  from  the  Uma  Indians. 

December  9,  1827. — Commenced  floating  down  Colorado,  current 
running  about  four  miles  an  hour.  Floated  about  thirty  miles;  en- 
camped and  caught  thirty-six  beavers.  River-bottoms  rich,  subject  to 
inundation,  and  from  six  to  ten  miles  wide.  Timber  principally  cot- 
ton-wood. Course  of  the  river  tuest.  Floated,  without  incident,  until 
the  12th.     Beavers  abundant. 

December  12. — Killed  two  Indians  belonging  to  tribe  which  had 
stolen  their  horses  at  junction  of  Gila  and  Colorado.  Floated  on  until 
some  sixty  or  seventy  miles  below  junction,  when  increase  of  beaver- 
^kins  made  it  necessary  to  construct  more  canoes.  At  this  point  cot- 
ton-wood larger,  but  forests  not  so  dense.  River  winding  and  cir 
cuitous,  containing  a  number  of  islands  on  which  beavers  were  abundant. 
Trapped  as  many  as  sixty  in  one  night.  Rare  birds,  unknown  to  the 
trappers — ^panthers,  deers,  foxes,  and  wild-cats. 

December  20. — The  canoes  having  been  finished,  on  17th  recom- 
menced drifting  down  the  river.  Saw  some  naked  Indians  pertaining 
to  a  tribe  with  whom  they  found  an  opportunity  to  communicate  on 

December  24. — This  tribe,  the  Cotopa,  proved  to  be  friendly,  and, 
though  aware  white  settlements  existed  to  the  westward  of  them,  on 
the  sea-shore,  (San  Diego,)  appeared  to  have  held  no  communication 
with  them,  as  they  were  unacquainted  with  the  use  and  effect  of  fire- 
arms. Cotopa  women  very  handsome.  Dog's  flesh  an  article  of  fixxi. 
Beavers  abundant. 

January  1,  1828. — ^While  floating  down  the  river  received  a  volley  of 
arrows  from  Pipi  Indians,  eight  of  whom  were  killed  by  the  trappers. 
Colorado,  at  this  point,  seemed  to  flow  in  a  bed  found  in  a  high  ndge, 
a^,  while  navigating  it,  a  great  extent  of  marshy  ground  could  be  seen 
on  both  sides. 

January   18. — ^First  perceived  effects  of  tide.     At  ebb-tide,  cur- 
rep^  flowed  at  a  velocity  double  that  of  the  current,  or  six  miles.    On 
the  evening  of  die  18th  the  ^artj  fei^l  Vwaa^^  the  6ore,  or  conflict 
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between  the  tide  and  current,  which  is  graphically  described  as  re- 
sembling the  water  pouring  over  a  mill-dam.  It  rose  (the  tide)  sud- 
denly and  overflowed  then:  camp  to  the  depth  of  three  feet.  The 
party  continued  drifting  until 

January  28,  when  the  surf  was  found  so  rough  and  high  as  to 
endanger  their  canoes,  when  they  determined  to  return ;  which  they 
did,  aided  by  the  tide,  to  the  head  of  tide-water,  and  thence,  with  bars, 
setting-poles  and  cordelUj  until  the  10th  of  February,  when,  the  river 
having  risen,  they  found  it  impossible  to  force  their  way  against  the 
stream.  At  this  point  they  cached  their  furs,  deserted  their  canoes,  and, 
after  much  suflTering,  reached  San  Diego,  where  they  were  imprisoned 
as  spies  by  the  Mexican  commandant. 

Remarks  and  conclusions. 

By  carefully  comparing  dates  in  this  narrative,  it  appears  the  party 
floated  down  the  Colorado  about  forty  days,  and  at  an  average  rate  of 
three  miles  an  hour. 

Allowing  for  detention  in  setting  traps,  skinning  beaver,  working,  &c., 
six  hours  a  day  may  be  considered  a  fair  average  journey.  Upon  these 
premises,  then,  it  would  appear  that  the  distance  from  junction  of 
Gila  and  Colorado  to  head  of  tide-water  (30  days  X  18  miles  ^540)  is 
about  540  miles  by  the  windings  of  the  river;  and  that  from  the  junc- 
tion above  mentioned  to  the  point  which  the  party  ultimately  reached 
was  about  720  miles,  (40  days  X  18  miles  =  720.) 

Reducing  this  distance  one  half,  as  a  fair  allowance  for  the  windings 
of  the  river,  it  would  appear  the  American  trappers  composing  this 
party  had  navigated  a  distance  of  about  360  mues  in  a  straight  line 
without  reaching  the  gulf  of  California;  which  if  admitted,  displays 
great  inaccuracies  in  existing  maps,  and  would  lead  us  to  the  inference 
that  the  gulf  does  not  extend  so  tar  inland  as  is  generally  supposed  by 
geographers. 

The  only  impediment  to  the  navigation  of  this  river  by  steam  ap- 
pears to  be  the  bore,  already  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  narrative ;  but 
this  phenomena  having  been  already  easily  overcome  in  the  Ganges, 
the  Amazon,  and  the  Marahhas,  will  not  probably  present  a  serious  ob- 
stacle. 

Respectfully  submitted : 

J.  G.  STRAIN, 

Lieutenant  U*  S.  Navym 


Journey  Jrom  Santa  Ft  to  Cruaymas. 

Left  Santa  F^  on  the  18th  of  August,  remained  three  days  at  the 
Copper  Mines,  and  arrived  at  Yanos  on  the  1st  of  September,  1826. 
Yanos  is  a  small  town  in  the  province  of  Biscay,  between  Sonora  and 
New  Mexico,  in  a  southwest  direction  from  the  Copper  Mines.  The 
village,  in  1826,  contained  700  souls. 

Left  Yanos  on  the  6th  of  September,  travelling  a  ^^«>\c.QNiX'3fc^5ciX^Nx^ 
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a  beautiful  country,  which  afforded  pasture  for  a  large  number  of  do- 
mestic animals.  On  the  8th,  airived  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain  dividing 
Sonora  from  Biscay.  Inhabitants,  Mexicans  and  Indians.  Mascal  is 
manufactured  at  this  place.  On  the  9th,  commenced  climbing  the 
mountain  before  me,  and  in  the  evening  arrived  at  a  smaU  town  in 
Sonora  called  Bavispa,  on  the  banks  of  a  beautiful  little  stream,  the 
Yazni.     Bull  fight  at  Bavispa. 

On  the  mominff  of  the  12th  left  this  place,  and  in  the  evening  arrived 
at  a  small  town  called  Vassarac,  where  we  remained  one  day-  Country 
well  timbered  and  hilly.     Cattle  and  horses. 

On  13th  travelled  through  a  rich  country,  abounding  in  cattle,  and 
arrived  in  the  evening  at  a  town  called  Jepac.  A  gold  mine  at  this 
place,  worked  by  Yazni  Indians.  Gold  $10  an  ounce.  Sonora  is  one 
of  the  richest  provinces ;  but  the  people  having  no  energy  or  enterprise, 
its  resources  are  not  developed.  Remained  the  14th,  and  started  on 
the  15th.  Country  well  watered  and  timbered.  In  the  evening  arrived 
at  Barguancha.  Remained  the  16th,  and  left  on  17th,  and  continued 
journey  through  a  beautiful  country,  thinly  inhabited  by  civilized  Indians, 
who  raise  sugar-cane  and  abundance  ot  stock. 

On  22d  arrived  at  Patoka,  a  considerable  town,  and  capital  of  the 
province.     Hence,  it  is  two  days'  journey  to  Guaymas. 

Days  of  travel  with  pack  mules,  estimated  from  dates  given  in  nar- 
rative :  Santa  F^  to  Yanos,  10  days ;  Yanos  to  foot  of  mountain,  2  days ; 
foot  of  mountain  to  Bavispa,  1  day;  Bavispa  to  Bassarac,  1  day;  Bas- 
sarac  to  Jepac,  1  day ;  Jepac  to  Barguancha,  1  day ;  Barguancha  to 
Patoka,  6  days.  Patoka  to  Guaymas,  2  days ;  Yanos  to  Guaymas,  14 
days ;  Bavispa  to  Guaymas,  11  days ;  Santa  F6  to  Guaymas,  (estimated,) 
24  days. 

Journey  from  Guaymas  to  El  Paso,  by  way  of  Chihuahua  and  Opo- 
sura:  Guaymas  to  Oposura,  8  days.  Fertile  and  cultivated  country. 
Passed  through  Lanveha,  where  the  silver  mines  are  said  to  be  the 
richest  in  Mexico.  Oposura  to  Chihuahua,  7  days ;  Chihuahua  to  Bue- 
naventura, 2  days;  Buenaventura  to  Lasas  Grandes,  4  days;  Lasas 
Grandes  to  El  Paso,  3  or  4  days.  From  Guaymas  to  El  Paso,  23  or 
24  days.  Country  generally  settled.  Indians  friendly  and  civilized, 
with  the  exception  of  those  on  the  rough  mountain  route  between  Lasas 
Grandes  and  El  Paso,  where  wandering  tribes  of  Apaches  are  met  with. 
Respectfully  submitted : 

J.  G.  STRAIN, 
Lieutenant  United  States  Navy, 


Colonel  Graham  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior* 

San  Antonio,  May  13,  1851. 

Sir  :  Since  the  arrival  here  of  the  officers  that  were  ordered  to  re- 
port to  me  for  the  boundary  service,  I  find  my  expenditures  will  be 
considerably  increased  in  the  necessary  preparations,  and,  as  the  small 
balance  I  have  on  hand,  as  will  be  reported  in  my  accounts  pow  to  be 
rendered  to  the  Fifth  Audiloi,  is  *m  co\ix«>^  ol  xraatxance  on  account  of 
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instruments,  &c.,  obtained  for  the  survey,  I  have  found  it  necessary  to 
raise  a  small  sum  of  money,  by  drafts  on  the  department,  on  account 
of  my  pay  as  principal  astronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  for 
June  and  July,  1861,  which  is  really  to  be  applied,  under  the  emer- 
gency, to  public  purposes.  I  have,  accordingly,  this  day  drawn  two 
drafts  on  the  department  in  favor  of  Major  L.  G.  Capers,  of  this  place, 
or  order,  namely : 
One  at  fifty  days  after  date,  bringing  the  time  of  payment 

to  the  2d  July  next,  for $187  39 

One  at  eighty  days,  in  favor  of  the  same,  payable  the  1st 

of  August  next,  for 193  64 

Total 381  03 

I  request  that  these  may  be  honored  at  maturity,  and  that,  as  a  set- 
off to  them,  I  may  be  charged  as  principal  astronomer,  &c.,  for  the 

month  of  June,  1851,  amounting  to $187  39 

And  with  my  pay,  in  same  capacity,  for  the  month  of  July, 

1851 193  64 

Total 381  03 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  p,  GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  Colondj  Head  of  Scientific  Carps^  ^.,  ^•,  ^« 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Washington. 


Indianola,  Texas,  Ajrril  20,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department  my  arrival  here 
yesterday,  by  the  steamer  Galveston,  from  New  Orleans,  with  a  valua- 
ble portion  of  the  astronomical  and  surve3n[ng  apparatus  procured  in 
New  York  and  Washington,  and  which  required  adjustments  and  some 
necessary  repairs  after  the  sailing  of  the  schooner  W.  H.  Hazard  from 
New  York,  in  February.  These  have  all  arrived,  and  been  landed  here 
in  perfect  order. 

I  found  here  my  clerk,  in  charge  of  the  small  party  and  the  instru- 
ments which  were  despatched  from  New  York  by  the  Hazard.  On 
the  arrival  of  that  vessel,  the  instruments  brought  by  her  were  all 
safely  landed  in  a  lighter,  and  were  stored  in  the  government  store- 
house by  the  consent  of  the  United  States  quartermaster  stationed  here. 

All  the  instruments  and  provisions  for  my  party  will  be  despatched 
forthwith,  by  wagons,  to  San  Antonio,  where  they  will  arrive  m  good 
time  to  go,  under  my  own  supervision,  by  the  first  military  escort  and 
government  train  that  will  have  left  that  place  for  El  Paso  del  Norle 
since  I  was  jd^tailod  for  this  bpundary  service. 

In  the  latter  part  of  December  last.  Lieutenant  J.  G.  Strain,  of  the 
aavy,  was  duFpcted  by  the  department*  to^turn  over  to  me  fova  \^'a3^ 
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^nd  their  appurtenances,  which  had  been  constructed  under  his  diree 
tion  for  the  boundary  service. 

In  January  last,  while  I  was  superintending,  in  New  York,  the  con- 
struction of  the  surveying  instruments  for  the  survey,  I  received  from 
that  officer  the  within  papers  relating  to  these  boats.  Being  at  the 
moment  confined  to  my  bed  by  illness,  I  directed  Lieutenant  Thom, 
of  the  topographical  engineers,  one  of  my  assistants  for  the  northeastern 
boundary  service,  and  my  clerk,  Mr.  Jonn  Lawson,  to  go  to  the  Brook- 
lyn navy  yard  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  these  boats,  and  reporting 
to  me  their  condition,  dimensions,  &c. 

It  appears,  from  their  report  to  me,  that  these  four  boats  are  all  con- 
structed of  galvanized  iron ;  that  they  are  each  30  feet  long,  5^  feet 
wide,  and  1  foot  9  inches  deep  from  tne  gunwale  to  the  keel,  and  that 
each  boat  is  provided  with  eight  oars,  15  feet  long,  an  awning,  with 
stanchions,  a  rudder,  a  yoke,  and  a  warp.  There  are  two  anchors  for 
the  four  boats. 

These  boats  weigh  over  half  a  ton  each,  exclusive  of  the  appurte- 
nances. They  are  built  in  five  sections  each,  and  the  parts  riveted 
together,  the  object  being  to  afford  facilities  for  separating  them  into  as 
many  parts  when  required  to  be  transported  over  land. 

I  consider  these  boats  altogether  unsuitable  for  any  service  connected 
with  this  boundary  survey.  They  are  too  large  and  too  heavy  even 
for  the  survey  of  the  lower  Rio  Grande,  and  require  too  many  men  to 
man  them.  While  in  New  York  I  made  eveiy  inquiry  in  my  power, 
with  a  view,  under  the  approbation  of  the  department,  of  eSecting  an 
exchange  of  these  boats  for  others  more  suitable  to  this  service,  but 
was  unsuccessful.  I  requested  Messrs.  E,^  &  G.  W.  Blunt  to  make 
further  inquiries  upon  the  subject,  and  to  report  to  me  the  result.  Up 
to  the  time  I  last  heard  from  them  it  does  not  appear  that  they  had  been 
able  to  effect  the  object. 

I  now  respectfuUy  recommend  to  the  department  that  a  suitable 
agent  be  employed  in  New  York  to  seek  the  earliest  opportunity  to  dis- 
pose of  these  boats  and  their  equipments,  in  such  manner  as  to  prevent 
too  great  a  sacrifice  on  their  cost  (of  which  I  am  uninformed,)  and  that 
the  proceeds  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  boundary  survey. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  this  will  be  the  most  profitable  manner  of  dis- 
posing of  them.  The  boats  that  may  be  necessary  for  the  lower  Rio 
Grande  can  readily  be  procured,  when  required,  either  at  Galveston  or 
New  Orleans.  For  the  upper  Rio  Grande  and  the  Gila,  canoes  and 
hght  gum-elastic  boats  will  be  the  best. 

I  herewith  enclose  to  the  department  Lieutenant  Strain^s  letter  to  me 
of  January  21,  and  the  papers  that  accompanied  it,  containing  a  de- 
scription of  all  the  articles  pertaining  to  these  boats. 

tarly  in  March  last  Mr.  S.  P.  Sanford,  then  in  Washington,  was 
directed  by  the  department  to  turn  over  to  me,  on  my  arrival  at  New 
Orleans,  certain  boxes  reported  to  contain  the  surveying  instruments 
belonging  to  the  commission,  which  were  unintentionally  left  there  when 
the  commission  proceeded  on  for  El  Paso  del  Norte,  in  August  last. 

On  my  arrival  at  New  Orleans  I  received  from  Mr.  Sanford  the  ac- 
campamng  order,  marked  A,  addressed  to  ]\Ir.  James  R.  Jennings, 
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agent  for  the  United  States  Mail  Steamship  Company,  for  the  delivery 
to  me  of  the  boxes  in  question. 

When  I  called  on  Mr.  Jennings  he  showed  me  the  boxes.  From 
their  outward  appearance  I  judged  that  only  one  of  the  ten  mentioned 
in  the  order  contained  instruments.  Under  the  circumstances  I 
thought  a  board  of  survey  was  necessary  to  open  these  boxes  and 
report  upon  their  contents  before  I  should  take  possession  of  them. 
Accordingly  I  applied  to  Major  General  Twiggs,  commanding  the 
Western  Division  of  the  army,  who  ordered  a  board  for  the  purpose, 
consisting  of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  W.  S.  BHss,  assistant 
Adjutant  General;  Brevet  Captain  J.  M.  Brannan,  adjutant  first  ar- 
tillery ;  who  immediately  proceeded,  in  presence  of  myself  and  one  of 
Mr.  Jennings's  clerks,  who  pointed  out  the  boxes,  to  perform  this  duty. 

The  order  constituting  the  board,  and  their  report,  are  hereto  appended, 
being  contained  in  paper  marked  B,  by  which  it  will  appear  tliat  out 
of  the  ten  boxes  eight  of  them  contamed  rifle-bull^ta,  one  pf  them 
contained  twenty  percussion  rifles,  and  the  remaining  one  contained  a 
portion  only  (namdy^  the  stand  and  upright  columns)  of  an  astronomical 
transit.  1  took  possession  of  this  last  only,  and  haye  it  here  with  the 
other  instruments. 

Although  I  made  personally  every  possible  seai:ch  and  inquiry  in  my 
power,  in  New  Orleans,  to  find  the  remainder  of  this  valuable  instru- 
ment {namely J  the  axis  and  telescope,  the  levels,  eye-lenses  and  mi- 
crometer,) which  are  packed  in  another  box,  I  was  unsuccessful.  I 
made  sinular  search  at  Galveston,  and  have  done  the  same  here,  but 
with  no  better  success.  I  shall  continue  the  search  at  San  Antonio, 
and  on  the  route  from  thence  to  El  Paso  del  Norte. 

This  is  the  largest  and  one  of  the  most  valuable  astronomical  instru- 
ments belonging  to  the  survey,  and  I  had  intended  that  it  should  be  left 
here  so  as  to  be  in  convenient  position  for  transportation  to  the  lower 
Rio  Grande,  where  it  will  be  needed  and  where  it  will  have  the  benefit 
of  water  transportation.  It  was  made  in  the  year  1844,  under  my 
special  directions,  by  Troughton  &  Simms,  of  London,  for  use  on  the 
northeastern  boundary,  and  is  the  instrument  with  which  the  latitude 
fi-om  observations  of  stars  on  the  prime  vertical,  and  the  longitude,  from 
observed  meridian  transits  of  the  moon's  bright  Umb,  and  the  moon 
culminating  stars,  of  the  military  position  of  Rouse's  Point,  were 
determined  in  1845. 

It  is  the  instrument  with  which  the  first  determination  of  latitude 
was  ever  made  in  America,  I  believe,  by  observing  the  transits  of 
stars  over  the  prime  vertical.  By  a  series  of  such  obsei'vations  made 
in  December,  1844,  with  it,  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Bond,  director  of  the  Cam- 
bridge Observatory,  Massachusetts,  and  myself,  the  latitude  of  that 
observatory  was  determined  in  a  few  nights,  and  was  reported  in  the 
Transactions  of  the  American  Academy  of  Sciences  of  the  succeeding 
year.     Its  loss  would  prove  very  inconvenient  to  the  commission. 

I  find  stored  here  under  a  shed,  much  exposed  to  the  weather,  some 
seventy  or  more  barrels  of  pilot-bread,  belonging  to  the  commission, 
which  have  been  here  since  August  last.  I  shall  have  it  inspected,  and 
if  fit  to  be  sent  forward  to  El  Paso  I  shall  assume  the  responsibility  of 
having  it  done,  trusting  that  this  com*se  will  be  approvea  b^  \Jafc  i^^ 
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partment    It  does  not  seem  to  be  under  the  charge  of  any  agent  of  the 
commission  here. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lietit.  CoLj  Head  of  the  Scientific  Corpsj  4^.,  ^T. 
Hon,  A.  H-  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 


A. 

New  Orleans,  March  29,  1851. 

Dear  Sir:  You  will  please  deliver  to  Colonel  Graham,  or  his  order, 
nine  boxes,  delivered  at  this  port  by  steamship  Falcon,  which  are 
marked  for  the  United  States  and  Mexican  boundary  conmiission;  also 
one  box  addressed  to  Lieutenant  Whipple,  of  the  same  company  or 
commission,  as  per  order,  addressed  to  me  by  the  Hon.  John  EC.  Bart- 
lett,  commissioner  for  the  said  boundary  commission,  dated  at  £1  Paso 
del  Norte,  December  30,  1850,  deposited  with  you. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

S.  P.  SANFORD. 
James  R.  Jennings, 

Agent  of  the  U.  S*  Mail  Steamship  Company,  New  Orleans. 


B. 

Proceedings  of  a  board  of  officers  which  assembled  at  New  Orleans,  Louisi- 
ana, pursuant  to  the  following  orders : 

[Special  Orders  No.  19.] 

Headquarters  Western  Division, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  April  12,  1851. 

At  the  request  of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham,  topographical 
engineers,  a  board  of  ofiBcers  will  assemble  at  the  quartermaster's 
office,  at  11  o'clock  this  morning,  to  examine  certain  boxes  pertaining 
to  the  Mexican  boundary  comnussion,  and  report  upon  their  contents. 

Detail  for  the  board. — Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  W.  S.  Bliss, 
assistant  Adjutant  General ;  Brevet  Captain  J.  M.  Brannan,  adjutant 
first  artillery. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Twiggs. 

W.  W.  S.  BLISS, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


New  Orleans,  La.,  April  12,  1851. 

The  board   met,  pursuant  to  the  above  orders.    Present  all  the 
nirinlxTs. 

I'ho  board  examined  certain  boxes  pertaining  to  the  Mexican  bound- 
ary coiijmission,  and  found  th^  couieuts  as  follows: 
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Box  683. — One  transit  stand,  marked  "  Lieutenant  Whipple,  United 
States  Mexican  boundary  commission."  The  telescope,  axis,  mi- 
crometer, and  lenses,  said  to  be  packed  in  another  box,  could  not  be 
found. 

Box  2. — 20  (twenty)  percussion  rifles,  marked  "  United  States  Mexi- 
can boundary  commission." 

*Six  boxes. — 7  (seven)  tin  canisters  of  rifle-balls,  marked  "  United 
States  Mexican  boundary  commission." 

Boxes  8  and  9. — ^Rifle-balls ;  marked  "  United  States  Mexican  bound- 
ary commission." 

Box  683  was  taken  possession  of  by  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Graham,  topographical  engineers.  The  remaining  boxes  were  turned 
over  to  the  agent  for  transportation  to  Indianola,  Texas. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  board,  it  adjourned  sine  die. 

W.  W.  S.  BLISS, 
Assistant  Adj.  Gen.^  Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  U.  S.  A* 

J.  M.  BRANNAN, 

Brevet  Captain  U.  S.  A. 


Washington,  January  4,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  1st  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  orders  of  the  department  of 
the  23d  ultimo  to  Brevet  Captain  Hardcastle,  which  require  him  to  re- 
main on  his  present  duties  until  the  erection. of  the  monuments  is  com- 
Eleted.  As  there  are  only  seven  of  these,  I  presume  it  will  not  detain 
im  long. 

This  decision  of  the  department  leaves  me  with  but  one  oflScer  of 
topographical  engineers  to  assist  me  in  the  surveys  necessary  for  the 
tracing  out  and  marking  of  full  one  thousand  six  hundred  miles  of 
boundary,  under  the  late  treaty  with  Mexico.  From  all  that  I  can 
learn  of  the  organization  that  has  gone  out,  I  am  satisfied  my  chief  aid 
in  the  scientific  duties  on  this  line  must  be  derived  from  the  corps  of 
topographical  engineers. 

The  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  War  having  very  kindly  expressed, 
during  my  last  interview  with  him,  a  desire  to  make  every  practicable 
arrangement  in  his  power  to  increase  the  assistance  from  that  corps  for 
this  service,  I  take  leave  very  respectfully  to  recommend  that  applica- 
tion be  made  to  the  department  for  three  additional  lieutenants  to  be 
detailed  for  it,  if  it  can  possibly  be  done  without  injustice  to  other 
branches  of  the  service.  I  would  feel  justified  in  asking  for  even  a 
greater  number,  for  so  extensive  a  Une,  did  1  not  know  that  the  small 
number  of  oflScers  composing  the  corps,  and  the  great  demands  upon 
it,  render  it  impossible  for  the  colonel  of  the  corps  to  detedl  more  than 
the  number  mentioned,  at  this  time,  without  prejudice  to  other  import- 
ant public  interests.  Four  lieutenants  are,  however,  (including  Lieu- 
tenant Whipple,  who  is  already  on  this  duty,)  the  least  number  that 
will  allow  me  to  make  the  proper  organization  of  parties. 

*There  are  seven  tin  canisters  of  riile-baIJa  in  tadk  of  the  six  boxes,  making  fortv-two  can« 
istersinall.  *  I«V^«^. 
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I  propose  on  reaching  El  Paso  to  divide  the  scientific  corps  into  two 
grand  divisions ;  the  one  to  survey  and  mark  the  line  westward^  and 
the  other  to  proceed  eastward  down  the  Rio  Grande.  This  arrange- 
ment would  lead  to  the  accompUshment  of  this  very  arduous  and  ex- 
tensive duty  at  an  earher  period  and  at  a  less  expense  than  by  any 
other  plan ;  and  I  feel  assured  the  commissioners  of  both  governments 
will  approve  it.  At  least  three  surveying  parties  will  be  required  for 
each  division,  making  in  all  six;  and  the  equipment  must,  in  my 
judgment,  be  completed  accordingly ;  for  when  once  the  work  is  in 
progress,  under  such  system  as  shall  be  approved,  we  ought  to  be 
prepared  beyond  any  contingency  of  having  to  resort  to  the  Atlantic 
cities  for  instruments  to  supply  deficiencies,  or  losses  by  accidents, 
should  any  occur  on  that  temote  frontier,  distant  from  1,800  to  3,000 
miles  from  any  other  resources  than  those  which  shall  be  provided  and 
carried  out. 

The  department  will  bear  in  mind  that  it  was  expected  that  Mr. 
Gray,  the  surveyor  to  the  commission,  would  meet  me  at  El  Paso  with 
the  instruments  that  were  on  the  Pacific  side  of  the  line.  It  was  not 
until  his  report  wa5  made  to  me,  on  the  20th  of  last  month,  (soon 
after  his  unexpected  arrival  here,)  that  I  could  possibly  know  how 
large  and  important  a  portion  of  the  apparatus  must  fail  altogether  to 
be  available  to  us  from  that  quarter  for  this  service.  Even  after  that 
late  date  have  I  been  obliged  to  modify  very  materially  the  arrange- 
ments necessary  for  the  equipment  of  the  scientific  corps  on  our  side. 
If  more  time  has  been  consumed  for  this  object  than  was  expected,  it 
should  be  recollected  that  it  has  been  owing  to  the  derangements  in 
the  organization  which  occurred  before  I  was  attached  to  this  service, 
over  which  I  could  not  have  exercised  any  control  whatever.  To 
remedy  these  was  my  first  duty,  and  I  have  been  devoting  my  whole 
.  time  and  attention  to  that  object  from  the  moment  they  were  from  time 
to  time  developed,  impressed  deeply  with  the  conviction  that  the  prep- 
arations consequent  upon  these  contingencies  were  indispensable  to 
prevent  a  failure  of  the  primary  objects  of  the  commission. 
^  I  am  now  putting  up  in  boxes,  for  safe  transportation,  the  articles  I 
was  obliged  to  provide  here,  and  which  could  only  be  prepared  here, 
where  I  was  obliged  to  be  to  analyze  matters  of  the  first  importance 
respecting  the  equipment  of  instruments,  so  far  as  the  files  of  the  In- 
tenor  Department  afforded  information  on  that  all-important  point. 

I  shall  depart  as  soon  as  this  packing  of  the  apparatus  can  be  com- 
pleted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Brevet  Lieut*  CoL,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  4^.,  ^c. 


Frontera,  (White's  Rancho)  on  the  Rio  Grande, 

6  miles  above  El  Paw  del  Norte,  July  1,  1S51. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department  that  I  arrived 
at  the  mihtary  post  of  El  Paso  with  my  party  and  my  small  train  of 
wagonSf  loaded  with  instrumenls,  provisions,  and  camp  equipage,  on 
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the  24th  ultimo,  with  the  advance  of  Captain  S.  G.  French's  military 
escort  and  arnfiy  wagon-train.  This  is  the  first  military  escort,  or  army 
wagon-train,  that  has  reachel  El  Paso  since  I  was  detailed  for  duty  on 
the  United  States  and  Mexican  boundary  commission,  and  it  is  the  first 
opportunity,  since  that  period,  by  which  the  instruments  for  this  service 
could  have  been  transported  here  in  security. 

I  left  San  Antonio  on  the  19th  of  May  and  overtook  Capt.  French's 
train  on  the  7th  of  June,  at  Camanche  Spring,  eighty  miles  on  this 
side  of  the  point  where  we  crossed  the  Pecos  river.  After  this  we 
marched  generally  with  that  train  until  we  reached  the  valley  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  when  we  came  on,  and  arrived  two  days  in  advance  of 
it.  I  left  San  Antonio  on  the  19  th  of  May,  and  my  total  time  to  El 
Paso  was  thirty-seven  days.  The  number  of  marching  days  was 
twenty-nine,  having  halted  on  the  way  as  many  as  eight  days  in  the 
aggregate  to  repair  wagons,  and  rest,  and  graze  the  animals.  The 
officers  and  men  of  my  party  all  arrived  in  good  health,  and  without 
any  accident  whatever. 

My  first  object  on  arriving  was  to  secure  a  safe  and  convenient  place 
to  store  the  instiiiments,  &c.,  as  it  was  necessary  I  should  lose  no  time 
in  unloading  the  five  wagons  liiredfrom  the  quartermaster's  department, 
in  order  to  turn  them  over  to  Captain  S.  G.  French,  United  States 
army,  in  time  for  him  to  get  them  ready  for  his  return-trip  to  San  An- 
tonio, in  compliance  with  my  agreement  with  Major  Babbitt.  The  sup- 
plies brought  up  by  Captam  French  filled  all  the  storehouses  at  the 
garrison  belonging  to  the  quartermaster's  department,  and  we  could 
find  no  accommpdation  there.  I  found,  however,  that  ample  storage 
was  afforded  at  this  rancho,  which  is  hired  from  Mr.  White  for  the  use 
of  the  commission.  On  the  25th  of  June  my  party  and  the  wagons 
were  ordered  up  to  this  place.  The  next*day  the  wagons  were  all 
unloaded  and  their  contents  stored,  and  I  am  happy  to  mform  the  de- 
partment that  all  the  instruments  reached  here  in  safety,  after  a  jour- 
ney of  eight  hundred  miles  overland,  a  portion  of  the  route  being  along 
veiy  hilly  and  rough,  rocky  roads. 

I  have  this  day  turned  over  to  Captain  French  the  five  wagons  and 
twenty-nine  mules,  together  with  the  harness  and  other  gear  delivered 
to  me  at  San  Antonio  by  Mnjor  Babbitt.  One  of  the  mules  furnished 
by  him  was  left  on  the  route,  so  diseased  that  he  could  not  proceed, 
and  probably  died  on  the  plains. 

Understanding  at  El  Paso  that  Mr.  Bartlett,  United  States  commis- 
sioner, was  expected  there  from  the  Copper  Mines  in  a  few  days,  I  sent 
an  express  to  him  on  the  26th,  informing  him  that,  under  this  information, 
1  would  await  his  arrival  here.  So  soon  as  my  express  returns,  I  shall 
proceed  to  join  Mr.  Bartlett,  should  he  not  design  coming  here.  In  the 
mean  time  I  have  been  busily  en^i^aged  in  preparations  necessary  for 
the  field,  which  must  be  perfected  here. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Smith's  tram  with  the  supplies  for  th*^  commission,  under 
the  conti*act  with  Ponce  de  Leon,  was  reported  to  me  yesterday  as 
being  near  San  Elizario.  Mr.  Smith  had  exhibited  to  me  the  contract 
for  this  transportation,  and  requested,  before  we  left  him  on  the  route, 
to  be  informed  where  he  should  halt  his  wagons  to  deliver  these  stores. 
There  being  £unple  storage  at  ^s  place  already  uudet  \Jaa  Vsix'^^^  ^ic^ 
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commission,  I  directed  Lieutenant  Tillinghast  to  proceed  below  and 
order  the  wagons  to  unload  here,  as  he  and  Lieutenant  Bumside,  the 
officers  detailed  as  quartermasters  and  commissaries  to  the  commission, 
will  have  to  take  an  account  of  the  articles  as  they  are  delivered,  in  or- 
der to  enable  them  to  settle  for  the  transportation  and  to  make  their  re- 
turns to  the  department  of  everything  they  receive,  which,  under  the  sys- 
tem of  accountability  adopted,  must  be  covered  by  their  account  of  issues. 

While  at  Fort  Inge,  on  the  Leona  river,  in  answer  to  inquiries  if  any 
instruments  had  been  left  there  belonging  to  the  commission,  I  was  in- 
formed there  were  a  number  of  articles  marked  as  belonging  to  it,  in 
charge  of  Mr.  Howard,  sutler  at  that  post.  With  the  view  of  ascertain- 
ing if  any  of  the  lost  instruments  were  among  them,  I  directed  a  board 
of  survey,  consisting  of  Lieutenant  Wm.  F.  Smith,  corps  of  topograph- 
ical engineers,  and  Lieutenant  A.  E.  Burnside,  3d  regiment  of  artillery, 
quartennaster  and  commissary  for  the  commission,  to  inspect  these 
articles  and  report  upon  them.  My  order  and  the  proceedings  in  the 
case  are  hereto  appended,  marked  M,  by  which  it  will  appear  that 
the  articles  in  question  consisted  of  twelve  barrels  containing  whiskey, 
and  that  no  instruments  were  found. 

Although  these  barrels  were  marked  as  property  of  the  United  States 
boundary  commission,  I  directed  Mr.  Howard  not  to  forward  them  or 
to  incur  any  expenses  on  them  on  account  of  the  commission,  but  to 
await,  in  relation  to  them,  the  orders  of  whom  it  might  concern. 

I  would  recommend  that  my  letters  be  sent  via  Independence  and 
Sante  Fe,  and  be  addressed  to  me  at  El  Paso  del  Norte. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  CoL  and  Head  of  the  Seienti/ic  Corps^  &fc.j  4'^.,  !fc. 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuajit, 

Secretary  of  the  IntejioTf  Washington* 


M. 

[Special  Obder  No.  6.]  Fort  Inge,  Leona  River,  Texas, 

May  24,  1S61. 

Understanding  that  there  are  a  number  of  packages  now  in  the  cus- 
tody of  Mr.  Howard,  the  sutler  of  this  post,  marked  as  the  property  of 
the  United  States  boundary  commission — with  a  view  to  ascertain  their 
contents,  and  especially  whether  there  are  among  them  any  astronom- 
ical or  surveying  instruments,  a  board  of  survey,  to  consist  of  Lieutenant 
W.  F.  Smith,  of  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers,  and  Lieutenant 
A.  E.  Burnside,  of  the  3d  regiment  of  artillery,  attached  to  the  said 
commission,  is  hereby  appointed  to  proceed  to  make  a  survey  and  in- 
spection of  the  said  packages. 

The  boaid  will  forthwith  perform  the  duty  assigned  to  it  and  will 
report  the  contents  and  present  condition  of  the  said  packages,  in  order 
to  a  decision  as  to  the  expediency  of  having  them,  or  any  of  them,  sent 
forward  to  El  Paso  del  Norte  for  the  use  of  the  commission. 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Brevet  LietU.  Col.,  Head  o/lfc?  Scientijic  Corps j  4^.,  ^.,  4^. 
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Fort  Inge,  Leon  a  River,  Texas, 

May  24,  1851. 

The  board  met  pursuant  to  the  above  order ;  present  all  the  members. 
The  board,  after  careful  examination,  find  that  no  instruments  or 
public  property  of  any  kind  were  left  in  charge  of  Mr.  Howard,  sutler 
at  Fo»*t  Inge,  marked  as  the  property  of  the  United  States  boundary 
commission,  except  twelve  whiskey  barrels,  two  of  which  were  nearly 
empty,  and  the  remainder  have  had  more  or  less  of  their  contents  drawn 
out. 

These  barrels,  it  appears,  were  first  placed  in  an  open  storehouse, 
where  they  were  probably  opened  by  persons  unknown,  and  were  after- 
wards, for  better  keeping,  turned  over  to  Mr.  Howard,  who  says  he  did 
not  become  responsible  for  them.  The  whiskey  was  of  a  very  inferior 
quality. 

The  board  having  no  further  business,  adjourned. 

WxM.  F.  SMITH, 
Lieutenant  Topographical  Engineers, 
A.  E.  BURxNSIDE, 
Lieut.  Sd  Artillery^  Quartermaster  and  Commissary  U.  S,  B»  C 


[Private.]  El  Paso,  November  16  1851. 

Dear  Colonel  :  I  have  been  wanting  to  write  to  you  for  some  time 
past,  but  I  have  been  kept  too  busy  by  the  hard  time  I  have  had,  to 
prevent  everything  from  going  ruinously  wrong.  You  have  no  doubt 
been  informed  of  all  the  troubles  out  here,  which  I  did  all  I  could 
to  avoid.  I  had  either  to  consent  to  be  made  a  mere  insignificant 
machine  of,  or  take  the  stand  I  did.  Mr.  Bartlett  listened  to  foolish 
people  around  him,  whose  aim  it  was  to  prejudice  him  against  me. 
After  I  sent  Lieutenant  Bumside  to  Washington,  Mr.  Bartlett's  course 
was  very  much  changed.  He  adopted  all  the  plans  of  parties  proposed 
by  me,  and  seemed  to  leave  Mr.  Gray  to  shift  for  himself. 

You  will  no  doubt  see  my  official  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior of  this  date.  I  wish  you  would.  You  will  see  that  General 
should  co-operate  with  me  in  the  work  on  the  Rio  Grande,  afterwards 
wrote  to  him  not  to  ^o  on  with  that  survey  till  after  his  (General  C.'s) 
Condi,  notwithstandmg  the  agreement,  in  joint  meeting,  that  Mr.  Salazar 
return  here  in  January  next.  This  is  unwarranted,  I  think,  and 
shows  that  although  General  C.  has  several  times  induced  his  govern- 
ment to  complain  to  ours  of  delays  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
commission,  (before  I  was  attached  to  the  work,)  yet  he  does  not  hesitate 
to  stop  an  important  portion  of  the  work,  agreed  upon  in  joint  commis- 
sion, and  that  without  any  consultation  with  the  American  commission. 
I  hope  Mr.  Stuart  will  have  a  complaint  made  to  the  Mexican  authorities 
about  this,  in  return  for  similar  ones  from  the  other  side. 

The  people  here  think  that  General  C.  is  fearful  some  advantages 
may  be  taken  in  regard  to  the  partition  of  islands  unless  he  is  present, 
but  there  is  no  ground  for  this.  We  will  always  be  perfectly  fair  and 
honorable  on  these  points.  In  his  qote  to  Mr.  Salazar  he  gives  as  a  reason, 
that  he  cannot  spend  a  year  and  a  half  ox  Invo  ^^^x^Ssi^xJOiSi^'^ 
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topography  of  the  Rio  Grande.  I  told  him  distinctly  that  we  expected 
to  j&nish  the  Rio  Grande  and  all  other  surveys  of  the  line  by  the  end  of 
the  year  1852.  He  said  his  government  wished  that  river  finished  in 
five  months,  which  cannot  possibly  be  done  if  there  is  to  be  accuracy 
enough  to  render  the  thing  worth  doing  at  all.  It  would  be  about  four 
hundred  miles  per  month. 

I  wish  you  would  speak  at  the  Department  of  the  Interior  about  one 
thing.  It  is  in  relation  to  the  surveying  corps  here.  There  are  not 
more  than  three  or  four,  out  of  some  dozen  or  so,  that  are  at  all  in- 
structed in  surveying,  and  the  rest  are  of  no  use  in  the  world.  They 
are  amiable  and  worthy  yopng  men,  but  I  cannot  make  use  of  them 
in  surveying,  nor  could  I  possibly  be  responsible  for  their  work.  I 
think  some  discretion  should  be  given  me  about  retaining  them.  I  do 
not  like  to  report  their  names  to  the  department,  because  that  would 
injure  the  young  men  seriously  in.  regard  to  future  prospects. 

Mr.  Bartlett  never,  I  think,  took  any  pains  to  ascertain  in  the 
Atlantic  States  anything  about  the  qualifications  of  a  host  whom  he 
appointed  assistants  "  in  the  engineer  department"of  the  work,  as  their 
letters  of  appointment  read ;  and  I  have  heard  him  say  that  those 
persons  (members  of  Congress  and  others)  who  recommended  them 
are  responsible,  and  not  he.  He  now  is  trying  to  throw  the  responsibility 
on  me  for  the  accuracy  of  their  work ;  but  I  will  not  be  responsible  for 
one  of  them,  for  Mr.  B.  denied  me  any  vote  in  reorganizing  the  corps, 
thus  setting  at  defiance  the  positive  instructions  of  the  department. 

I  am  willing  to  work  as  I  have  done,  harder  than  almost  any  one  of 
my  corps  for  33  years,  as  the  whole  country,  and  especially  the  army, 
well  knows ;  but  I  cannot  and  will  not  permit  my  reputation  to  be  tar- 
nished by  being  responsible  for  the  work  of  incompetent  people,  whom 
I  have  had  no  voice  in  selecting. 

It  would  ruin  the  reputation  of  any  officer  in  the  service  to  undertake 
such  a  thing.  I  have  done  too  much  hard  service,  and  have  been  too 
many  years  ready  at  a  moment's  call,  (and  you  will  do  me  the  justice 
to  say  I  have  been  kept  actively  employed  for  32  years  in  the  corps, 
without  any  rest,)  to  be  willing  to  have  my  reputation  suffer  by  the 
folly  of  others. 

The  department  gave  me  a  voice  in  selecting  the  assistants,  by  the 
instructions  of  October  23,  1860,  and  Mr.  Bartlett  chose  to  cut  me  off 
from  that  privilege,  so  that  he  alone  is  responsible  for  their  work.  Those 
that  I  find  apt  I  am  willing  to  take  pains  to  instruct ;  but  I  can  do 
nothing  with  those  who  have  not  even  the  first  rudiments. 

I  would  be  very  glad  to  get  authority  firom  you,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  to  come  to  Washington  to  make  my 
computations,  so  soon  as  I  can  finish  the  astronomical  work  on  the  Rio 
Grande.  Lieutenant  Whipple  will  be  charged  with  running  the  line 
across  between  the  two  rivers. 

You  have  no  doubt  heard  of  the  illness  of  my  eldest  daughter,  who 
is  threatened  with  consumption.     I  wish  to  be  with  her  as  soon  as  I  can 

Eossibly  be  allowed  to.    1  suffered  more  grief  than  I  could  express  in 
eing  obU^ed  to  be  separated  by  public  duty  as  much  from  her  mother, 
daring  a  similar  illness,  as  I  was  on  the  northeastern  boundary ;  and  I 
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hope  it  will  be  thought  that  my  request,  informally  made  on  this  occa- 
sion, is  reasonable.     I  beg  you  will  give  me  your  views  on  this  point. 

You  intimated,  in  one  of  your  letters  to  me,  that  I  had  made  tait  re- 
marks while  in  Washington  that  were  wounding  to  some  persons.  I 
now  say  that  I  am  incapable  of  intentionally  wounding  the  feelings  of 
any  one.  There  were  persons  who  commented  upon  what  they  called 
*'my  delay  in  Washington,"%^hen  they  knew  nothing  of  the  cause;  and 
therefore,  very  unjustly  as  I  thought,  injured  me  by  an  accusation  which 
I  had  a  right  to  defend  myself  against. 

1  wish  you  would  rive  me  your  views  in  relation  to  the  protest  of 
Mr.  Gray  against  the  Une  that  was  partly  run  between  the  two  rivers. 
Will  the  government  entertain  the  protest? — and  if  so,  what  will  be  the 
course  to  be  pursued?  I  would  like  very  much  to  be  kept  informed  on 
all  such  points. 

1  assure  you.  Colonel,  it  is  fortunate  that  I  provided  the  instruments 
as  I  did.  But  for  that,  this  hne  would  not  have  been  finished  in  five 
years.  In  the  survejdng  department,  I  found  scarcely  anything  here 
fit  to  be  used  for  work  of  any  credit;  and  I  arrived  here  with  them  at 
the  same  time  that  I  should  have  done  without  them,  had  I  started  on 
being  first  detailed,  for  there  was  no  earlier  opportunity  by  either  of  the 
two  great  routes. 

I  do  not  know  the  state  of  the  boundary  fimd,  but  there  is  an  impres- 
sion with  some  that  it  is  already  pretty  nearly  out.  I  have  not  oeen 
invited  to  send  any  estimates,  and  Mr.  Bartlett  is  already  so  much  put 
out  by  what  he  thinks  infiringement  upon  his  prerogative,  that  I  have 
thought  any  interference  on  my  part  with  what  is  not  conunitted  to  me, 
might  only  produce  more  trouble  without  any  good. 

Whatever  appropriation  may  be  made  the  ensuing  Congress,  ought 
to  be  disconnected  with  the  payment  of  any  arrearage. 

I  shall  keep  you  informed,  by  every  mail,  of  our  progress,  &c.,  &c. 

I  remain,  very  truly  and  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM. 

Colonel  Abert,  4^.,  At., 

WashingUm. 


Bureau  op  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington^  January  14,  1852. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  copy  of  an  ofiBcial  report  received 
firom  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham,  dated  November  16,  1851 ;  also  the 
copy  of  a  letter  of  the  same  date  marked  private ;  but  as  it  speaks  of 
his  duties  and  services,  it  has  appeared  to  me  proper  that  it  should  be 
known  to  the  department. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Topographical  Engineers. 
Hon  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior ^  Washington. 
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Colonel  Graham  to  Mr.  Bartlett* 

Office  of  the  N.  E.  Boundary, 

Washington,  June  30,  1850. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  great  pleasure  in  coiiiplying  with  the  request  con- 
tained in  your  letter  of  yesterday ;  and,  tu  accordance  therewith,  I 
would  recommend  the  following  programme  of  the  force  of  the  respect- 
ive parties,  which  I  understand  it  is  intended  to  put  in  active  oper- 
ation for  running  and  marking  the  boundary  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico,  under  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo;  and  for  the  sur- 
veys that  will  be  requisite  to  ascertain  the  proper  route  for  a  road, 
canal,  or  railway,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  river  Gila,  under  the  sixth  arti- 
cle of  that  treaty. 

1st.  Astronomical  party  at  El  Paso. — Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple, 
topographical  engineers,  principal;  to  be  aided  by  Lieutenant  J.  A. 
Haines,  first  assistant;  Mr.  G.  G.  Garner,  second  assistant;  one  mag- 
netic and  meteorological  recorder ;  four  recorders  and  attendants  on 
instruments;  four  laborers;  one  cook;  one  servant. 

2d.  Astronomical  party  at  the  head  of  the  river  GUa. — Brevet  Cap- 
tain Hardcastie,  topographical  engineers,  principal;  Edward  Ingraham, 
first  assistant;  one  second  assistant;  one  magnetic  and  meteorological 
observer;  four  recorders  and  attendants  on  instruments;  four  laborers; 
one  cook ;  one  servant. 

3d.  Reconnoitring  and  surveying  party  for  the  survey  to  determine  the 
route  of  a  road,  canal,  or  railroad,  on  the  right  side  of  the  river  GUa. — One 
topographical  engineer  officer,  principal;  one  first  assistant;  one  second 
assistant ;  two  instrument  carriers — one  for  the  level,  and  one  for  the 
compass  or  theodolite;  two  station  markers;  two  level  staff  carriers; 
two  chain  bearers;  four  axemen;  one  servant;  one  cook. 

4th.  Reconnoitring  and  surveying  party  for  the  survey  for  the  same 
object  on  the  left  side  of  the  river  Gila.— One  topographical  engineer  offi- 
cer, principal;  one  first  assistant;  one  second  assistant;  two  instru- 
ment carriers,  as  above  explained;  two  station  markers;  two  level  staff 
bearers;  two  chain  bearers;  four  axemen;  one  cook;  one  servant. 

6th.  RcconnoitHng  and  surveying  party  on  the  river  Gila. — A.  B.  Gray, 
esq.,  surveyor  of  the  commission,  principal ;  one  first  assistant ;  one 
second  assistant;  one  draughtsman;  one  instrument  carrier;  two 
station  markers;  two  chain  bearers;  three  axemen;  one  cook;  one 
servant. 

For  the  head  of  the  scientific  corps  and  pjincipal  astronomer. — One 
draughtsman  and  interpreter;  one  clerk;  one  recorder;  two  laborers; 
one  cook ;  one  servant. 

For  the  commissioner. — One  secretary;  one  clerk;  one  quartermaster 
and  disbursing  agent;  one  commissary  of  provisions ;  two  laborers; 
one  cook ;  two  servants. 

It  appears  to  me  very  important  that  the  survey,  to  be  made  under 

the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty,  for  the  route  of  a  road  or  canal  along  the 

river  Gila,  or  within  the  limits  of  one  marine  league  of  its  borders, 

should  be  executed  with  all  the  accuracy  requisite  for  determining  the 

beat  route  for  so  important  a  \voi:V,  Vim  ^n  ^^Voaaxa  k^C  its  probable 
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cost.  It  can  be  accomplished  at  mucli  less  expense  if  carried  on  in 
conjunction  with  the  boundary  survey,  than  could  be  done  under  any- 
other  circumstances.  Upon  these  surveys  it  will  be  necessary  to  use 
the  levelling  instrument,  m  addition  to  the  theodolite  or  compass ;  and 
the  strength  of  the  parties  has  been  correspondingly  increased  in  ||^ 
programme. 

I  would  suggest  to  you  that  the  levelling  parties  on  either  side  of  the 
Gila  should  commence  at  a  common  point  on  tliat  river,  and  occasion- 
ally run  offsets  to  common  points  upon  its  surface,  in  order  to  compare 
and  check  any  error  that  might  arise  in  the  levellings. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  in  relation  to  the  rates  of  pay  that  were 
fixed  on  the  survey  and  demarcation  of  the  northeastern  boundary, 
I  have  to  state  that  they  were  generally  as  follows,  viz: 

To  a  first  assistant,  $1,500  per  annum:  in  one  instance  a  first  assist- 
ant got  $1,800  per  annum ;  to  a  second  assistant,  $730  to  $900  per  ^ 
iftinum,  according  to  importance  of  service;  instrument  carriers  and 
staff  men,  for  levelling  parties,  $1  per  day;  axemen,  station  markers,^ 
chain  bearers,  &c.,  $20  to  $24  per  month. 

In  addition  to  the  above  rates  of  compensation,  the  board  and  ne- 
cessary expense  of  transportation  were  also  allowed  at  actual  cost. 

The  above  programmrgives  the  strength  of  the  parties  necessary  for 
the  surveys. 

When  the  line  through  the  forest,  along  the  soutliem  and  western 
boundaries  of  New  Mexico,  has  been  surveyed  and  agreed  upon,  it 
will  then  be  necessary  to  open  it  to  a  width  of  at  least  20  feet  before 
erecting  the  monuments,  which  I  presume  will  be  of  cast-iron,  as  was 
the  case  on  the  northeastern  boundary,  where,  through  all  forests,  we  ^ 
opened  a  line  thirty  feet  wide. 

This  part  of  the  work,  and  the  erecting  of  the  monuments  throughout 
the  line,  will  require  much  labor,  in  addition  to  the  scientific  work, 
and  must  be  estimated  for  separately,  and  will  require  additional  as- 
sistants in  the  subordinate  departments.  * 

Should  any  other  points  arise  upon  which  you  may  think  any  further 
suggestions  from  me  desirable,  I  need  scarcely  say,  I  shall  be  happy  ae 
any  time  to  render  them,  freely  and  fully,  to  be  used  by  you  as  tar  as 
they  may  meet  your  own  views. 

I  am  now  collecting  together  for  you,  in  a  systematic  shape,  the  va- 
rious forms  for  registering  and  computing  the  requisite  astrcHiomical 
and  barometric  observations  adopted  by  me  for  the  northeastern  bound- 
ary service.  You  may,  perh^s,  find  them  of  use  in  the  arraagement 
of  the  system  to  be  pursued  on  the  present  occasion.  Thea&  will  be 
sent  to  you  in  a  day  or  two. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Major  Top.  Eng.y  Bet.  Lt.  CoK 

3gss  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Boundary^  ^ 

under  the  treaty  of  Chiadalt^e  Hidalgo.       « 

22  * 
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Colond  Graham  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior* 

Washington,  December  27,  1S50. 

'  The  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  having 
r^erred  to  me  (for  my  views  of  the  measures  therein  suggested)  the 
leUer  of  Lieutenant  J.  G.  Strain,  of  the  navy,  of  the  31st  of  October 
last,  [see  p.  318,]  and  the  papers  accompaning  it,  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
that  1  have  perused  them  all  with  attention,  &iid  that  I  feel  obliged  to  give 
it  as  my  opinion,  (which  I  do  with  all  deference,)  that  the  measures  sug- 
gested by  Lieutenant  Strain  have  no  relation  whatever  to  the  survey 
.  and  demarcation  of  the  boundary  under  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hi- 
dalgo, and  that  they  ought  not  in  any  way  to  be  connected  threwith. 
1  have  made  a  careful  calculafion  of  the  length  of  boundary  line  to  be 
surveyed,  and  marked  by  suitable  monuments,  and  find  it  to  be  about 
^sixteen  hundred  miles,  independent  of  the  lateral  surveys  that  will  bei 
requisite,  in  order  to  detemune  the  true  line  of  boundary,  should  doubts 
on  this  point  arise,  on  any  portion  of  the  line,  in  the  minds  of  the  com- 
missioners. The  aggregate  extent  of  survey  necessary  to  fix  the  line 
will  scarcely  fall  short  of  two  thousand  or  two  thousand  five  bimdred 
milee.  Every  One  connected  with  this  survey  will,  then,  have  as  much 
as  they  can  possibly  attend  to  in  performing  the  duties  immediately 
connected  with  the  boundary  line,  which  should  be  completed  at  as 
early  a  period  as  practicable. 

Besides  these  considerations  of  expediency,  I  cannot  perceive  how 
the  expenses  which  would  attend  the  acco0iplishment  of  Lieutenant 
grain's  project,  could  be  legitimately  drawn  fi^om  the  appropriations 
granted  by  Congress  for  the  boundary  survey. 

The  Gulf  of  California  lies  far  from  the  lin^  of  boundary,  and  in 
'  territory  belonging  exclusively  to  Mexico,  and  not  within  the  jurisdic- 
tten,  therefore,  of  the  United  States.  To  attempt  a  minute  survey  of 
.this  gulf,  under  the  pretence  of  its  being  an  adjunct  operation  to  the 
bouridaty  survey,  would  undoubtedly  arouse  the  suspicions  of  Mexico, 
and  rive  ofience  to  that  republic. 

It  IS  true,  that  by  the  provisions  of  the  late  treaty  our  citizens  have 
the  right  of  ingress  and  egress  through  the  Gulf  oi  California;  and  it 
is  ngt  improbable  that,  if  the  proposition  were  made  to  the  Mexican 
government  through  the  proper  channel,  she  njight  be  disposed  to  enter 
into  a  joint  arrangement  with  our  government  for  an  accurate  hydro- 
graphic  survey  of  this  gulf,  an  undertaking  that  would  be  equally  hon- 
orable to  both  governments,  and  highly  aovants^eous  to  the  commerce 
of  both  people.  But  in  such  an  event,  I  should  think  it  highly  expe- 
dient that  so  important  an  operation  should,  on  our  side,  be  placed 
under  the  direction  of  one  of  the  organized  corps  of  the  government, 
maintained  for  such  purposes,  and  provided  with  all  the  requisite  ap- 
paratus and  scientific  experience,  which  are  necessary  to  success. 

I  find,  by  reference  to  the  latest  maps  we  have  of  California,  that 
the  ar^  of  this  gulf  is  not  less  than  sixty-two  thousand  square  miles. 
To  'kcy^omplish  a  survey  of  it,  in  a  manner  to  satopfy  the  requirements 
of  commerce,  would,  to  say  the  least,  occupy  several  years,  and  it 


S.  Doc.  119.  ^39^ 

would  propably  cost  very  nearly  as  much  as  has  been  appropriated  for 
the  whole  boundary  survey— perhaps  even  more.  ^ 

If  a  mere  reconnaissance  of  the  gulf  is  proposed,  I  will  remark  that 
Mr.  Gray,  the  United  States  surveyor,  informed  me,  on  his  arrival  here, 
that  (Jeneral  Persifor  Smith  had  already  detailed  ih  oflScer  and  sqm 
pUed  a  vessel  for  that  object.  I  presume  he  had  proper  authority  for 
so  doing.  ^    .    ' 

In  regard  to  the  ''flotilla,"  which  Lieutenant  Strain  alludes  to  ^s 
being  in  command  of,  I  must  again  most  respectfully  remak,  th^  I 
consider  this  an  injudicious  arrangement,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  dis- 
pensed with.  I  have  been  frequently  engaged  on  surveys  for  the  last  ^ 
thirty  years,  of  rivers,  harbors,  and  portions  of  the  seacoast,  and  al- 
ways found  the  best  persons  to  manage  the  boats  employed  on  such 
service,  were  the  engineers  and  surveyors  charged  with,  and  responsi- 
ble for,  the  execution  of  the  duty.  Landsmen,  bom  and  reared  near 
the  seacoast,  or  near  our  greater  rivers,  generally  possess  all  the  skill 
requisite  for  the  management  of  such  boats ;  and  I  would  much  prefer  ^ 
on  this  boundary  service  the  system,  in  this  respect,  which  I  have  al- 
ways heretofore  practised,  and  therefore  I  recommend  it  to  your  favora- 
ble consideration. 

The  letter  of  Lieutenant  Strain  to  the  department, ^  of  October  31, 
and  the  papers  therein  alluded  to  as  accompanying  the  same,  are  here- 
with handed  back  to  the  department. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.D.GRAHAM, 
Lu  Col.f  and  Head  of  the  Scientific  CorpSf  t^.,  ifc. 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  ^ 


Cincinnati,  December  7, 1850. 

Mt  Dear  Sir  :  Allow  me  to  trespass  on  your  kindness  to  ask  a  favor, 
by  which  I  may  be  materially  served,  without  putting  you,  as  I  h^pe,  » 
to  much  trouble. 

My  son.  Passed  Midshipman  John  P.  Hall,  of  the  navy,  informed^  * 
me,  some  time  since,  that  he  had  been  proposed  for  being  appcnnted  to  - 
accompany  the  commission  for  the  survey  of  the  boundary  line  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico.  I  understand  that  this  order  was  ap- 
pUed  for  by  Passed  Midshipman  Strain,  who  has  been  appointed  on 
that  service,  an  intimate  friend  of  my  son.  Whether  the  order  wA 
actually  made,  or  even  promised,  I  do  not  know;  but  my  son  now 
writes  me  that  he  has  been  disappointed  in  his  expectations. 

I  would  be  glad  if  this  appointment  could  be  obtained  for  my  son, 
as  I  think  it  would  be  advantageous  to  him,  and  would  gratify  a  very 
laudable  ambition  on  his  part  for  active  employment  in  a  new  field.  He 
is  aware  that  it  would  be  a  laborious  and  aan^erou^  service ;  but  is,  on 
that  account,  not  the  less  anxious  to  obtain  it.  He  is,  permit  me  to 
say,  particularly  well  qualified  for  such  duty.  Reared  on  the  west- 
em  prairies,  he  is'^a  good  hunter ;  rides  like  a  Camanche;  and  is  expert 
in  the  use  of  all  weapons,  especially  the  rifie%    K^  \a  Aasrav^  '^si^  4i^^ 
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bodied y  and  cm  any  land  service  would  be  an  efficient  officer.     On 
^such  an  expedition  as  the  one  in  question,  I  should  think  he  would 
be  an  acquisition. 

I  need  not  say  ny)rey  as  your  time  is  yaluable,  and  the  whole  case  19 
^ted»  Will  you  4iave  the  kindness  to  place  this  matter  fayorably 
before  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy?  My  son  has  served  on  the  coast  of 
Africa^  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on  the  California  station — ^all  bard 
sfjjfvice.  If  he  can  be  gratified  with  this  order,  I  will  consider  it  a 
grditt  favor. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully  yours, 
^  JAMES  HALL. 

Hon.  Samuel  F.  Vihtow. 


WASHnreToir,  December  13,  18S0. 

Deak  Sir:  I  am  unacquainted  with  Midshipman  Hall;  but  Judge 
Hall,  the  writer  of  this  letter,  is  a  gentleman  of  the  highest  respecla* 
bility,  and,  if  his  request  can  be  complied  with,  I  should  be  much 
grated. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  Jfcc, 

SAMUEL  F.  VINTON. 
Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart. 

December  27, 1850. 

The  foregoing  having  been  submitted  to  me  by  the  honorable  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  report  upon,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that 
nothing  could  be  more  gratifymg  to  me  than  to  recommend  that  the 
wishes  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Vinton  be  acceded  to.  At  the  same  time  I  am 
Oooipelled  to  state,  that  so  many  enterprising  and  worthy  young  gen- 
tlemen have^  already  been  attached  to  the  boundary  survey,  actuated 
oJiiieSy  by  the  luadable  and  ambitious  views  entertained  by  Mr.  Hall  of 
tijiversing  a  new  and  but  Uttle-explored  region,  that  I  fear  the  number 
already  gone  out  will  have  to  be  reduced.  I  think  none  but  persons  of 
;lyelUtried  science  and  practical  experience  ought  now  to  be  attached 
.  to  this  service.  Success  to  the  expedition  seems  really  to  require  this 
tule. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieutenant  Colonel j  Head  of  the  Scientific  Corp$» 


trite  following  ifl  the  eorrespondence  referred  to  in  Colonel  Graham's  letter  to  the 

of  the  Interior  on  page  943,  anU] 

Colonel  Graham  to  Mr.  Bartlett* 

9^0.  1.]  Frontera,  June  26,  1861. 

DEAR^^nt:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  airived  at  the  mili- 
tary post  of  £1  Paso  del  Norte,  on  the  24th  instant,  with  the  instruments 
for  running  and  marking  the  boundary  line  under  the  treaty  with  Mexico. 
I  have  had  these  instruments  stored  here  to-day,  readj^  for  issuing  to  the 
surveyiDg  parties  so  soon  a&  tKe  leot^^ization  of  the  scienf£%Hf)^ 


i 
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can  be  made,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Department  of « 
the  Interior. 

Understanding  at  El  Paso  that  you  are  expected  there  in  a  few  days, 
I  have  thought  it  best  to  await  your  arrival,  and  hope  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  you  soon. 

I  have  sent  instructions  to  Lieutenant  Whipple  to  proceed  to  this^ 
place  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  as  I  tnmk  his  presence  very 
necessary  before  we  pnweed  with  the  reorganization.  .* 

I  have  several  packages  and  letters  for  you,  which  I  will  have  the 
pleasure  to  deliver  on  meeting  you  here.     They  are  so  distributed/ 
amongst  the  various  boxes  of  instruments  that  I  cannot,  at  this  hast^ 
moment,  lay  my  hands  upon  them. 

Hoping  to  meet  you  in  good  health, 

I  remain,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant,  ^         ♦ 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
LiefUenant  Cclond^  Head  of  Scientific  Corps. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

United  States  Commissioner^  ^.,  ^.,  ^« 


Mr.  Bartlett  to  Colonel  Graham* 

[No,  2.]        Headquarters  U.  S.  &  M.  Boundary  Commission,  * 

Santa  IUUl,  Copper  Mines,  New  Mexico,  July  1,  1851. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  9f  your 
letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  (written  in  pe  :cil,*)  announcing  your  arrival 
at  Frontera  with  the  instruments  for  running  and  marking  the  boundary 
line  under  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  and  that,  having  hearH  at  El  Paso 
fhat  I  was  expected  there  in  a  few  days,  you  would  await  my  arrival. 

In  reply,  I  nave  to  state  that  I  have  had  no  idea  of  \'isiting  El  Paso 
at  present,  and  that  no. one  was  authorized  to  make  such  a  statement. 
Furthermore,  the  settlement  of  my  quarterly  yearly  accounts  to  the 
dOih  of  June,  the  accumulation  of  business  during  my  late  absence  of* 
a  month,  and  the  replies  to  numerous  letters  and  despatches  just  received 
by  Mr.  Sanford,  all  of  which  require  ray  immediate  attention,  will  render 
it  absolutely  impossible  for  me  to  leave  here  at  this  time,  to  meet  you,^t 
Frontera  to  reorganize  the  scientific  corps  of  the  boundary  commissioji. 
I  shall  be  glad,  therefore,  if  you  will  meet  me  at  this  place,  which  fe  iB' 
the  centre  of  our  present  operations,  when  I  will  unite  with  you  in  car- 
rying out  the  instructions  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  *      i 

1  remain,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  IL  BARTLETT, 
^  .  Commissioner. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham, 

Chief  Astronomer  and  Head  of  Scientific  Corps, 

U.  S.  and  M.  Boundary  Commission,  FronteretfvTexil^^. 

*  K.'B.— *The  pending  of  the  letter  in  pencil  wai  an  inadvertent  miatake  oC  to\  ^^tst^^^^'c^ 
very  haffiily  made  a  copy,  in  pencil,  of  my  letter,  in  order  \o  \.t«lt\aT«c  v\.\a  tk^  \tx\]t^tMA>CwHiv^- 
Mit  dexainiog  the  expte§M.    Ufiforumately  he  endofted,  V\\)ityi^  \i«a»%  vk^sa  ^1  Nx^'^a^^k^ 
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Cohfiel  Graham  to  Mr.  BartletU 

[No.  3.]  Frontera,  July  10,  1851, 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 

^ter  of  the  1st  instant,  which  was  handed  to  me  on  the  evening  of  the 

8th  by  Mr.  Myen 

tJnderstandlng  from  you  that  the  impression,  which  seemed  to  pre- 

^  vail  at  £1  Paso,  when  I  arrived  there,  that  you  contemplated  an  early 

visit  to  that  place,  was  erroneous,  I  have  tne  honor  to  acquaint  you 

""that  I  shall  proceed  in  a  few  days  from  this  time  to  join  you  at  the 

Copper  Mines,  where  I  shall  very  cheerfully  unite  with  you  in  the  labors 

which  will  devolve  upon  us  under  the  instructions  of  the  Deyj^artmeDt 

^  of  the  Siterion 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant,  * 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  CoLj  Head  of  the  Scientific  Corps. 

J/R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U.  S.  CommissioneTt  Spc.f  Sfc.j  4^.,  Copper  Mines. 


^  Colonel  Graham  to  Lieutenant  Bumside. 

[No.  4.]  Frontera,  July  13,  1S51* 

SiRt  You  will  please  proceed  to  the  Copper  Mines,  and  on  the  ar- 
rival there  of  the  subsistence  stores  which  were  delivered  on  the  12th 
instant,  to  James  Myer,  esq.,  for  transportation  thither,  you  will  please 
take  charge  of  them,  and  have  them  stored  in  such  a  place  as  shall  be 
provided  by  the  direction  of  the  United  States  commissioner  for  thai 
purpose.  They  will  then,  until  further  orders,  be  issued  under  your 
direction  to  the  members  of  the  United  States  boundary  commission 
stationed  there  and  in  that  vicinity,  upon  provision  returns,  setting  forth 
the  number  and  names  of  the  persons  for  whom  they  are  reouired,  duly 
approved  by  the  United  States  commissioner,  or  myself  atter  my  ar- 
rival there. 

Until  further  orders,  one  army  ration  per  day  will  be  allowed  to 
each  individual  entitled  to  subsistence  from  the  stores  of  the  commis- 
sion. Whenever  fresh  meat  can  be  procured ,  from  one-fourth  to  one-third 
of  the  ration  will  consist  of  salt  pork  or  bacon,  and  the  balance  will 
be  fresh. 

Any  requisition  which  the  commissioner  may  make  for  his  own  sub- 
sistence Will  be  honored. 

Mr.  George  Pierce,  asshtant  on  the  United  States  bou#dary  survey, 

copy  to  the  commiMioner  instead  of  the  original.  The  error  wae  iiecoTered  thrre  days  afier- 
wai^  by  my  finding  the  original  letter,  which  I  intended  should  be  sent,  lying  on  my  talkie  with 
othit  papers.  I  immediately  wrote  and  sent  off  an  explanation  and  an  apology  to  Mr.  Bartlcct 
ior  the  mistake. 

1.  D.  QltAHAIi. 
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not  being  at  present  necessarily  occupied  by  other  duties,  is  authorized. 
to  proceed  with  you  and  act  as  your  assistant  for  the  present. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D-  GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  CoLy  Head  of  the  Scientific  Corps. 

Lieut.  A.  £•  Burnside, 

Third  U.  S.  Artillery^  Quartermaster  and 

Com'ry  U.  S.  B.  C,  tfc.^  4^.,  S(C.  %  « 


Colonel  Graham  to  Mr.  Bartlett. 

[No.  6.]  Frontbra,  July  18,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  introduce  to  you  Lieut.  A.E.  Bui:nside,  of^  » 
the  3d  regiment  United  States  artillery,  one  of  tfce  officers  recently  de- 
tailed by  order  of  the  President  to  perform  the  duty  of  quartermaster 
and  commissary  to  the  United  States  conraiission  of  boundary,  under 
the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo.  Lieut.  Burnside  is  an  officer  of 
great  merit,  and  I  feel  assured  you  will  be  pleased  to  have  him  at  your 
station.  He  has  been  instmcted  to  take  charge  of  the  commissaly's 
stores,  delivered  to  Mrf  Mver  here  for  transportation  to  the  Copper 
Mines,  and  to  superintend  their  issue.  In  addition  to  the  stores  called 
for  by  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo  to  Mr.  Myer,  we  have  procured 
•  here  and  sent  forward  with  his  train  five  thousand  pounds  of  flouri^ 
There  was  neither  flour  nor  hard  bread  amongst  the  stores  delivered 
by  Mr.  W.  T.  Smith,  agent  for  Ponce  de  Leon. 

I  was  in  hopes  I  could  have  been  accommodated  with  two  wagons 
and  teams  from  Mr.  Myer's  train,  but  it  was  necessary  to  load  mem 
all  in  order  to  send  forward  the  provisions.  I  shall,  however,  obtain 
the  necessary  transportation  the  best  way  I  can,  and  proceed  to  join 
you  yi  the  shortest  time  practicable. 

I  will  bring  with  me  the  drawings,  &c.,  &c.,  executed-  by  Mr.  Vau- 
dricourt,  which  you  desired  to  be  sent  up  by  Mr.  Murphy.  In  ofder 
to  in&rm  myself  upon  every  proper  point  (as  far  as  was  in  my  f^er, 
at  least,  while  in  this  vicinity)  preparatory  to  the  reorganization  of  the 
scientific  corps,  I  have  been  obliged  to  call  on  all  its  members  here  to 
present  their  works  for  my  inspection ;  and  since  I  learned  you  did 
not  design  visiting  El  Paso,  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  give  even 
more  time  to  this  object,  preparatory  to  joining  you. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  / 

J.  D.  GRAHAM,  Lt.  Col.^  S(c.,  Sfc.,  ifc. 

J*  R.  Bartlett,  Esq.,  * 

27.  8.  Commiisioner,  Sfc.y  Sfc.y  Sfc. 


Mr.  Bartlett  to  Col.  Graham. 

[No.  6.]  Headquarters  of  the  Boundary  Commission, 

♦  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  July  23,  1851. 

Sir  :  General  Cosd^,  the  Mexican  commissioner!  has  removed  his 
encampment  to  tke  Burro  mountittns,  son^  si-jLt^  tcSl^^  ^\&\3mdx.  Ssrks^ 
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bere.  On  his  way  thither,  July  19,  he  called  upon  me.  This  offeoDg 
the  last  opportunity  for  some  time  to  come  for  an  interview,  it  was  em- 
braced to  hold  a  meeting  of  the  joint  commission. 

At  this  meeting  it  was  agreed  that  the  commissioners  and  survey- 
ors, with  the  necessary  assistants,  should  proceed  forthwith  to  the  Gila, 
and  trace  it  from  the  point  where  the  western  boundary  Une  of  New 
Mexico  intersects  it,  to  its  junction  with  the  Colorado. 

Mr.  Gj^y  and  myself  are  now  engaged  in  makipg  the  necessary  pre- 
liminary arrangements  preparatory  to  starting.  As  the  favorable  sea- 
son is  now  rapidly  passing  away,  it  is  important^to  be  in  the  field  with 
as  little  additional  delay  as  possible ;  otnerwise  our  progress  will  be 
materially  impeded,  if  not  inaeed  absolutely  arrested  by  the  setting  in 
of  violent  rains,  which  usually  prevail  in  this  region  the  latter  part  of 
the  season. 

I  am  desirous  of  having  your  advice  in  reference  to  the  astronomical 
party,  which  it  may  be  thought  best  should  accompany  us.  You  will, 
therefore,  oblige  me  by  proceeding  to  this  place  at  the  earliest  practi- 
cable moment,  bringing  with  you  such  instruments  as,  in  your  opinion, 
should  be  taken  with  us  on  such  a  trip  as  is  proposed.  , 

JVIr.  M.  Seaton,  now  at  Frontera,  has  been  selected  as  one  of  my 
proposed  party,  tfnd  I  will  tliank  you  to  direct  him  to  report  himself  to 
me  at  once. 

*-  You  will  also  greatly  oblige  me*by  furnishing,  for  use  on  this  occa- 
^sion,»ten  or  twelve  of  the  panniers  which  were  bought  out  by  you  foi; 
commission  purposes. 

Hoping  to  see  you  very  shordy,  I  remain,  sir,  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 

Chief  Astronomer  J  ifc,j  4^.,  U.  S.  B.  C,  Frontera^  Texas. 


Colonel  Graham  to  Mr.  Bartlett. 

[No.  7.]  Camp  at  the  Copper  Mines, 

August  2,  1851. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  23d  ultioK),  which  was  handed  to  me  by  Mr.  Barry,  whom  I  met 
oi^my  way  to  this  place,  on  the  27th. 

With  regard  to  the  instruments  for  the  survey  of  the  river  Gila,  I 
have  to  state,  that  I  brought  with  me,  for  that  object,  a  sufficient  supply 
to  equip  a  full  surveying  party  and  a  reconnoitring  party.  Avaihng  . 
myself  of  the  wagon  which  was  sent  down  from  this  place,  in  charge 
of  Mr.  Barry,  for  that  purpose,  I  sent  Mr.  Lawson  back  to  Frontera  to 
bring  up  an  additional  supply,  which,  with  thos^  already  here,  wiU  be 
a^mle  for  the  survey  of  the 'river  Oila.  , 

W  hile  at  Frontera  I  occupied  myself  in  looking  carefully  intp  the 

state  of  the  work,  so  far  as  it  has  liitnerto  progressed.  •  From  tl|e  ribte- 

books  and  drawii^s  deposited  there,  together  with  the  explanations,  ot 

Xieutenant  Wbipj^e,  1  navib^\)eeix  Ate  xc^  o\iVoi^'^%as|ioa  which  will 
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tend  greatly  to  expedite  the  future  progress  of  the  survey,  in  the  active 
prosecution  of  which  I  am  ready  to  co-operate  with  you  at  the  earliest 
moment. 

I  shall  be  ready,  at  any  hour  you  may  name,  to  enter  with  you  upon 
the  duty  of  reorganizing  the  scientific  corps,  of  organizing  parties,  &c. 

As  a  preparatory  step,  I  have  to  request  that  the  instructions  of  the 
Department  of  the  Interior,  of  the  23d  of  October  last,  defining  my 
position  and  duties,  may  be  oflScially  made  known  to  the  corps. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfuUy,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lu  CoLf  Pnncipal  Astronomer  and  Head  of  S.  C 

J.  R.  Barlett,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Commissioner,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Bartlett  to  Colonel  Graham. 

9 

[No.  8.]  Headquarters  of  the  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  4,  1851. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  advising  me  that  you  ''  shall  be 
ready,'*  at  any  hour  I  may  name,  "  to  enter  upon  the  duty  of  reorganizing 
the  scientific  corps,  of  organizing  parties,"  &c.,  has  been  duly  received. 

I  have  lon^  been  anxious  for  a  reorganization,  and  also  a  diminutioUt 
of  the  scientific  corps,  believing  thereby  a  greater  eflBciency  and  econ- 
omy will  be  attained.  On  these  subjects  I  made  known  my  views  to 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  some  time  since,  and  have  reason  to 
believe  they  were  approved;  inasmuch  as  I  have  been  enjoined  "to 
reorganize  the  commission  at  once,  and  curtail  the  force  employed  to  the 
loudest  possible  limit  consistent  with  a  proper  discharge  of  the  business  con- 
nected with  the  aervice*^ 

As  I  am  anxious  that  this  business  should  be  attended  to  with  as 
little  additional  delay  as  possible,  I  would  propose  eleven  o'clock  this 
morning  for  you  to  meet  me  at  my  house,  to  aid  me  in  organizing 
parties,  and  giving  the  necessary  directions  to  subordinates. 

Immediately  upon  the  reorganization  being  completed,  I  will  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  make  known  to  the  heads  of  the  ^everal.parties 
«•  the  instructions  df  the  Department  of  the  Interior  of  the  23d  Oclob^ 
last,"  and  through  them  cause  your  true  position,  &c.,  to  be  communi- 
cated to  all  under  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissiontr. 

Lieut.  Qol.  J.  D.  Graham, 

Chief  Astronomer,  ^r.,  ^.,  ifcl  *        ,  \ 


«. 
I 
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Coland  Qraham  to  Mr.  BartletU 

[No.  9,]  Camp  at  thb  Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita, 

August  4,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  this  morning,  and  will  with 
great  pleasure  meet  you  at  the  hour  proposed  by  you,  at  the  office 
of  the  boundary  commission,  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  com- 
mitted to  us. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieutenant  Colonelf  4f^.,  ^t. 
John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

17.  S.  Commissioiierf  4^.,  ^. 


CoUmd  Graham  to  Mr.  Bartlett. 

[No.  10.]  Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita, 

New  MexicOy  August  6,  1S51. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  request  that  you  will,  as  soon  as  convenient,  give  me, 
in  writing,  your  reasons  for  refusing,  as  you  did,  at  your  office  this 
morning,  in  presence  of  nearly  all  the  members  of  tHfe  scientific  corps, 
whom  you  had  assembled  there  to  meet  me,  to  receive  and  recognise 
me  in  the  capacity  of  principal  astronomer  and  head  of  the  scienti6c 
corps,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  assist  you  in  running,  tracing, 
and  marking  the  line  of  boundary  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  under  the  fifth  article  of  tne  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  a 
position  to  which  you  were  instructed  by  the  Department  of  the  Inte- 
rior, under  date  of  October  23,  1850, 1  was  appointed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 

Lieut.  CoLy  Principal  Astronomer ^  and  Head  of  S.  C. 
J.  R.  Bartlett,  Egqj., 

U.  S.  Commissioner^  4^.,  4^.,  S/c. 


Mr.  Bartlett  to  Colonel  Graham. 

[No.  11.]  Heaixquarters  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  August  6,  1851. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  misunderstanding  between  us,  as  to  ihe 
interpretation  of  my  instructions  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
Washington,'  bearing  date  ot  October  23,  1850,  you  will  oblige  me  by 
furnishing  me  with  copies  of  any  other  instructions  or  credentials  which 
ybu  possess  relating  to  your  appointment  in  the  commissioif. 
I  am,  very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 
,  Commissioner.  • 

'  Lieut..Col.  J.  D.  GRAtiA>ii  ; 
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Colonel  Graham  to  Mr.  Bartlett. 


•     « 


[No,  12.]  Copper  Mines,  Augvst  6,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  note  of  to-day,  and,  in  reply,  have 
to  state  that  I  have  no  "credentials"  of  my  appointment  as  principal 
astronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  boundary  commission,  other  tlian  an  official  copy  of  the 
instructions  of  the  Department  of  the  Literior,  addressed  to  you  under 
date  of  October  23.d  last,  [see  p.  97,1  and  the  letter  of  the  department, 
enclosing  them  to  me,  of  the  same  date,  [see  p.  96,]  which  I  read  to 
you  in  your  office  yesterday;  which  letter  charges  me  with  the  duty 
of  superintending  the  equipment  of  the  astronomical  and  surveying 
apparatus  for  the  line,  and  informs  me,  officially,  that  both  you  and 
myself  are  to  be  governed  by  the  said  instructions  to  you  of  October  23 ; 
a  cpvy  of  which  letter  to  me  I  herewith  enclose. 

The  fact  is  that  no  additional  credentials  are  necessary.  My  posi* 
tion  and  duties  are  as  fully  defined  in  those  instructions,  and  as  clearly, 
as  they  possibly  could  be ;  and  I  feel  assured  that  no  litde  surprise  will 
be  created  in  the  minds  of  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior that  you  should  entertain  any  doubts  whatever  in  regard  to  the 
matter.  However,  I  await,  very  respectfully,  the  reasons  in  writing 
which  you  promised  me  this  morning. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.D.GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  CoLf  Principal  Astronomet'f  and  Head  of  S.  C. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Commissioner^  ^r.,  ^.,  Present. 


Mr.  Bartlett  to  Colonel  Graham. 

[No.  13.]  Headquarters  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  August  7,  1851, 

Sir  :  In  your  letter  of  yesterday,  you  say,  "  I  have  to  request  that 
you  will,  as  soon  as  convenient,  give  me  in  writing  your  reasons  for  r^ 
fusing,  as  you  did,  at  your  office  this  morning,  in  presence  of  nearly  all 
the  members  of  the  scientific  corps,  whom  you  had  assembled  there  to  mee\ 
me,  to  receive  and  recognise  me  in  the  capacity  of  principal  astronomer 
and  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  tif  as- 
sist you  in  running,  tracing  and  marking  the  line  of  boundary  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Mexico,  under  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  a  position  to  which  you  were  instructed  by  the 
Department  of  the  Interior,  under  date  of  October  23,  1850,  I  was  ap- 
pointed." 

In  reply,  I  will  state  that  the  gentlemen  were  assembled  on  this  oc- 
casion by  your  particular  request  to  me  on  the  day  previous.      In  your 
^  letter  to  me  of  the  2d  instant,  you  "  request  that  the  instructions  of  the 
^  Department  of  the  Interior,  of  the  23d  October  last,  defining, my  [jouf*"[ 
tx>dition,  may  be  officially  made  known  to  the  t:ot^^," 


^^ 
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• 

In  reply,  on  the  4th  instant,  I  stated  that,  "immediately  on  the  re- 
organization being  completed,  I  would  take  the  necessary  steps  tcf  make 
known  to  the  heads  of  the  several  parties  the  instructions  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior  of  the  23d  of  October  last,  and  through  them  cause 
your  true  position  to  be  communicated  to  all  under  them."  My  object 
m  deferring  this  announcement  was,  as  stated  to  you  at  one  of  our  in- 
terviews, that  the  reorganization  to  be  made  by  us  might  be  first  com- 
pleted, as  a  considerable  diminution  was  to  be  made  in  the  commission 
by  order  of  the  department. 

At  the  second  interview,  we  discussed  more  plainly  the  position  you 
were  appointed  to  fill  as  "principal  astronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific 
corps,"  m  which  there  was  a  great  diversity  of  opinion  with  regard  to 
what  is  meant  by  "  scientific  corps;"  in  fact  there  was  a  direct  conflict 
in  our  views.  Hence  was  more  clearly  seen  the  propriety  of  my  de- 
ferring the  announcement  of  your  position  until  this  was  amicably  set- 
tled. At  your  departure  from  my  office,  you  requested  an  introduction 
to  the  members  as  a  favor.  I  assented,  and  proposed  that  this  introduc- 
tion should  take  place  the  following  morning  at  10  o'ck)ck.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  commission,  including  those  attached  to  the  astronomical 
and  surveying  parties,  clerks  and  other  officers,  assemt^d  accordingly, 
and  were  separately  introduced  by  me  to  you  as  Colonel  Graham* 
After  an  hour  spent  in  famiUar  conversation,  I  announced  to  the  party 
that  my  object  in  inviting  them  to  my  quarters  was,  that  they  might 
be  personally  and  officially  introduced  to  "  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gra- 
ham, of  the  topographical  engineers,  who  had  been  detailed  as  prin- 
cipal astronomer,  &c.,  to  assist  me  m  running^  tracing,  and  marking  the 
line  of  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  under  the  5th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo."  With  your  position  as 
"  head  of  the  scientific  corps"  so  imperfectly  understood  by  us,  I  deemed 
it  improper  to  announce  you  in  that  capacity,  as  it  would  at  once  lead 
to  interminable  difficulties  and  contentions ;  for,  according  to  your  in- 
terpretation of  the  term,  you  would  at  once  take  under  your  control 
every  officer  and  assistant  in  the  commission,  from  Mr.  Gray,  the  United 
States  surveyor,  downwards,  connected  with  the  astronomical  and  sur- 
veying parties. 

After  the  introduction  referred  to,  you  requested  me  verbally  to  read 
my  instructions  of  the  23d  October  last,  from  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  defining'more  fully  your  position.  In  reply,  I  stated,  that  after 
mature  reflection  I  had  decided  not  to  read  these  instructions,  announ- 
cing your  position  as  "head  of  the  scientific  corps,"  as  wediflfered  soe^ 
sentially  in  the  interpretation  of  these  words ;  and  that  it  was  not  a  proper 
subject  for  public  discussion.  You  still  urged  it,  and,  for  the  reasons 
stated,  I  as  stFenuously  declined,  deeming  it  undignified  and  improper. 

These  are  my  reasons  for  not  acknowledging  you  as  "head  of  the 
scientific  corps"  on  the  occasion  referred  to. 

,  I  cannot  but  express  my  surprise  that  a  gentleman  so  well  acquainted 
with  the  proper  coume  to  be  pursued  in  such  cases,  should  for  a  moment 
entertain  the  opinion  that  the  "members  of  the  scientific  corps"  were, 
or  would  be,  by ^e  assembled  for  the  purpose  by  yoU  fibove  specifiidi 
having  at  the  tirne  in  your  \;-o%sessiou  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  «1* 
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ready  referred  to,  wherein  I  declined  doing  anything  of  the  kind,  until 
certain  preliminaries  are  arranged. 

I  am  now  preparing,  as  promised,  a  written  opinion  as  to  my  inter- 
pretation of  the  mstnictions  referred  to,  which  snail  be  transmitted  to 
you  immediately.  • 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 

Principal  Astronomer^  Sfc.^  ^c,  Sfc. 


Col.  GraJuim  to  Mr.  Bartlett. 

[No.^  14.]  Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita, 

August  8,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday,  at  a  late  hour  of  the  afternoon. 

I  await  the  written  opinion  which  you  inform  me  will  be  transmitted 
to  me  immediately.  When  it  is  received,  I  will  reply  to  both  in  one 
communication.  > 

In  the  mean  time,  to  prevent  further  loss  of  time,  I  beg  to  submit  to 
you  the  accompanying  general  plan  for  field  operations,  which  I  had 
prepared,  to  hand  to  you  on  the  6th  instant,  but  which  was  not  pre- 
sented in  consequence  of  the  occurrence  at  your  oflSce  that  day.  I 
am  ready  to  assist  you  in  carrying  out  this  plan,  under  the  instructions* 
of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  of  the  23d  of  October  last,  in  the 
capacity  therein  assigned  me,  should  it  meet  the  approval  of  the  joint 
commission  of  both  governments. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM,  Lieut.  Col, 
Prin.  Astronomer  and  Head  of  the  S.  C.  on  the  part  of  U.  S. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq.,  # 

United  States  Commissioner^  Sfc.^  ^.,  SfC.^  Present. 


PLAN  OP  OPERATIONS  PROPOSED. 

[No.  16.]  Copper  Mines  of  Saxta  Rita, 

August  6,  1851. 

Sir  t  With  a  view  to  expedite  the  survey  and  demarcation  of  the 

boi^lvdary  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  and  to  brin^  the 

whold  work  to  as  early  a  termination  as  shall  be  consistent  with  a 

proper  regard  to  accuracy,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you,  for  the  consider- 

\,BXxon  of  the  "joint  commission"  of  the  two  governments,  the  following 

pla|i;t)f  operations  to  be  entered  into  immediately,  viz :         # 

•  Th^t  tne  line;betwfeen  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  tl>e  iMuth 

.of-^fte  aver  Gila^sfeU  be  divided  into  two  divisions,  tdbe  callecT  tfie 

£a|terCaAd  Western  IJ^iaions  j  the  Eastern  DivmoxxVo^-x^fttA^OTx^^ 
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highest  point  of  boundary  on  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  mouth  of  that  river, 
and  thence  three  leagues  from  land,  opposite  to  said  mouth,  into  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  in  accordance  with  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Gua- 
dalupe Hidalgo.  ^ 

The  Western  Division  to  extend  from  the  aforesaid  highest  point  of 
boundary  on  the  Rio  Grande,  across  the  country  until  the  line  intersects 
the  first  branch  of  the  river  Gila,  as  provided  in  the  treaty,  and  thence 
down  the  said  branch  and  river  to  its  mouth. 

That  each  division  shall  be  subdivided  into  two  portions,  to  be  called 
Subdivision  First,  and  Subdivision  Second,  as  follows,  viz : 

FOR   THE    EASTERN   DIVISION. 

Subdivision  first — To  consist  of  that  portion  included  between  the 
aforesaid  highest  point  on  the  Rio  Grande ;  thence  down  that  river  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Pecos,  or  Puerco. 

Stibdivision  second — To  extend  from  the  mouth  of  the  said  river  PecOfl^ 
or  Puerco,  down  the  Rio  Grande  to  its  mouth,  and  thence  three  leagues 
from  land,  opposite  the  said  mouth,  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  as  before 
mentioned,  and  in  accordance  with  the  treaty.  The  distance  of  three 
leagues  to  be  accurately  sounded  to  a  width  necessJary  to  show  upon 
the  map  the  best  channel  for  the  entrance  of  the  vessels  of  the  two  re- 
publics into  the  river. 

FOR  THE    WESTERN   DIVISION. 

Subdivision  first — To  consist  of  the  line  across  the  country  from  the 
Rio  Grande  to  the  first  branch  of  the  river  Gila,  as  described  in  the 
treaty. 

Subdivision  second — To  extend  fix)m  the  aforesaid  point  on  the  first 
branch  of  the  river  Gila,  down  that  branch  and  river  to  its  mottth,  in 
accordance  with  the  treaty. 

It  is  considered  that  the  surveys  down  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Gila 
need  not  be  attended  with  a  triangulation.    Although  the  most  accu- 
rate, this  is,  at  the  same  time,  an  expensive  and  slow  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, and  is  not  necessary  to  the  satisfactory  accomplishment  of  the  ob- 
ject committed  to  the  joint  commission.     It  will  be  sufficient  if  the 
shores  of  these  streams  are  laid  down  by  simple  traverse  work,  with 
small  light  theodoUtes  or  surveyor's  compasses,  and  the  measurements 
made  with  the  chain.     The  run  of  the  work  to  be  corrected  by  deter- 
minations of  latitude  and  longitude  fix)m  astronomical  observations  at 
suitable  points ;  these  points  to  be  connected  in  longitude  by  observing 
signals  made  by  flashes  of  gunpowder,  &c.,  compared  with  the  local 
time,  provided  it  is  found  practicable  without  retarding  the  progress  of 
the  surveys.     The  two  shores  of  these  two  rivers,  respectively,  to  be 
connected  in  relative  position  by  offsets,  measured  or  observed  across, 
as  often  as  may  be  necessary,  to  lay  them  down  of  correct  width  upon  ^ 
the  maps.     The  course  of  the  deepest  channel  of  the  Rio  Grande,  where 
it  has  morS  than  one,  to  be  determined  by  such  soundings  as  may  be 
necei|0ary  to  satisfy  the  surveyors  on  both  sides  who*  may  be  charged 
with  the  operation. 


K 
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THE   MARKING  OF   THE   LINE. 

The  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  requires  that  the  boundary  line  »hall 
be  designated  by  landmarks  estabUsbed  upon  the  ground,  which  »ball 
show  the  limits  of  both  republics,  as  described  in  the  said  article. 

The  only  portions  of  the  line  included  between  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande  and  the  mouth  of  the  Gila  which  will  require  thus  to  be  marked 
are  the  islands  in  the  Rio  Grande,  which  are  said  to  be  but  few  in 
number,  and  the  line  across  the  country  between  the  waters  of  the  said 
rivers. 

Various  modes  have  been  resorted  to  by  nations  for  marking  their 
conterminous  limits  on  land.  Sometimes  mounds  of  earth  or  of  stones, 
piled  up  six  or.  seven  feet  high,  have  been  adopted.  Sometimes  posts 
of  timber,  charred  to  preserve  them  fi'om  decay,  have  been  inserted  in 
the  ground  for  this  purpose. 

On  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  run  to  divide  the  provinces  of  Maryland 
and  Pennsylvania,  which  was  completed  in  the  year  1768,  posts  of 
stone,  with  appropriate  inscriptions  on  the  sides  facing  the  respective 
territories,  were  resorted  to.  On  the  northeastern  boundary  of  the 
United  States,  run  and  marked  in  the  years  1843,  '44  and  '45,  posts 
of  cast-iron,  with  suitable  inscriptions  formed  in  the  casting,  were 
used  with  great  economy,  and  their  durability  gives  them  a  decided 
preference  over  all  others,  provided  they  can  be  cast  within  such  dis- 
tance of  the  line  as  to  confine  the  expense  of  transportation  within 
reasonable  limits.  This  may  be  found  practicable.  If  so,  I  would 
recommend  their  being  adopted.  Those  for  the  islands  in  the  Rio 
Grande  should  have  bnef  inscriptions,  indicating  the  republic  to  whose 
jurisdiction  they  may  respectively  belong. 

As  principal  astronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific  corps  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  I  am  prepared  with  instruments  and  meaj^  suffi- 
cient to  s^t  immediately  into  active  operation  the  surveys  of  ^h  sec- 
tions of  the  western  division,  and  ot  the  first  section  of  the  eastern 
division ;  and  I  request  that  the  commission  on  the  part  of  Mexico  may 
be  invited  to  co-operate  with  us  in  pushing  the  work  forward,  upon  this 
plan,  without  delay.  ♦    * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  CoLj  Principal  Astronomer ^  and  Head  of  the 

Scientific  Corpsy  on  ihe  part  of  the  United  States* 

J.  R«  Bartlett,  Esq., 

United  States  CommissioneTj  ifo.j  Sfc^  4^.,  Present. 


Mr.  Bartlett  to  Lieutenant  Bumside. 

[No.  16.]  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  8,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  request  that  subsistence  be  fuqiished  to  H.  C.  Pratt, 
draughtsman,  and  his  son,  John  Pratt,  both  of  whom  ^are  members  of 
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the  boundary  commission.    For  the  appointment  of  these  gentlemen 
I  hold  myself  responsible. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R-  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
Lieut.  BuRNsiBE, 

Quartermaster  and  Commissary  V.  S.  B.  C* 


Colonel  Graham  to  Mr.  Bartlctt. 

[No.  17.]  Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita, 

Ai^ust  8,  1851. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Burnside,  quartermaster  to  the  bmndary  commis- 
sion, has  shown  me  your  requisition  on  him  for  provisions  for  Mr.  H. 
C.  Pratt,  draughtsman,  and  his  son,  Mr.  John  Pratt,  who  you  state  are 
members  of  the  boundary  commission.  These  gentlemen  arrived  here 
yesterday,  and  having  not  yet  been  admitted  members  of  the  scientific 
corps,  I  trust  you  will,  on  reflection,  see  that  I  could  not  authorize  the 
issue  of  provisions  to  them  from  the  boundary  stores,  under  the  re- 
sponsibihties  imposed  upon  me  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

The  instructions  of  the  department  particularly  state  that  the  selection 
of  draughtsmen,  and  other  members  of  the  scientific  corps,  is  to  be 
approved  by  both  you  and  myself — ^'^due  regard  being  had  to  their 
scientific  quaUfications."  Now,  I  understand  that  Mr.  Pratt,  a  gende- 
man  for  whom  I  have  great  regard,  is  an  artist,  and  not  a  scientific 
draughtsman.  Until  I  can  have  an  opportunity  to  satisfy  myself  and 
you  on  this  point,  as  my  instructions  fi-om  the  department  require,  you 
will  see  that  I  could  not  approve  the  requisition  in  their  behalt  as 
membe^of  the. scientific  corps. 

In  my  instructions  to  Lieutenant  Bumside,  of  July  13th,  in  regard 
to  the  rule  which  will  govern  issues,  I  stated,  "  Any  requisition  the 
commissioner  may  make  for  his  own  subsistence  will  be  honored." 
.  As  your  guests  these  gentlemen  can  easily  be  provided  for  until  their 
cases  are  disposed  of,  as  those  of  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  Wright  are,  who 
are  considered  as  my  guests,  and  are  provided  for  at  my  expense  until 
regularly  admitted. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
LieiU.  CoLf  Principal  Astronomer^  and  Head  of  S,  C. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

United  Stages  Commissioner^  Ifc.^  4^.,  ifc* 


Colonel  Oraham  to  Mr*  Bartlett. 

[No.  18.]  Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita, 

August  9,  1851. 

Sir  :  In  order  that  f'may  be  the  better  prepared  to  co-operate  with 
you  in  the  duty  of  reorganizing  th^  scientinc  corps  of  the  United  States 
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boundary  commission,  so  soon  as  I  am  recognised  by  you  in  the  posi- 
tion assigned  me  by  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I 
have  respectfully  to  request  that  you  will,  as  soon  as  convenient, 
furnish  me  with  a  list  showing  the  names,  occupation  or  station,  and 
the  rate  of  compensation,  of  the  members  of  the  scientific  corps,  em- 
ployes, &c.,  now  attached  to  the  commission. 

Much  time  will,  I  conceive,  be  saved  by  your  compliance  with  this 
request,  as  it  will  enable  me  to  compare  tlje  present  organization  with 
that  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  suggest  as  sufficient  to  carry  on  the 
field  operations  upon  the  plan  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  yester- 
day, for  the  consideration  of  the  joint  commission  of  the  two  govern- 
ments. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  Col.f  Principal  Aitratiomer,  and  Head  of  the 

Scientific  Corptf  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stater. 
J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

United  States  Commisiumer^  8fC.^  Ifc.^  Spc. 

N.  B. — ^Mr.  Bartlett  positively  refused  to  give  me  the  information 
asked  for  in  the  above  letter,  and  hence  I  have  been  unable  to  form 
any  definite  idea  of  the  expenses  incident  to  this  boundary  survey. 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  CoLj  and  Head  of  the  Scientific  Corps. 


From  Mr.  Bartlett  to  Col.  Graham^  (received  late  in  the  afternoon  of  Au- 
gust 9,  1851.) 

[No.  19.]  Headquartbrs  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  August  8,  1851. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  under  date  of  October  23, 1850, 
informs  me  that  you  had  been  detailed  as  "  principal  astronomier  and 
head  of  the  scientific  corps,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  assist 
me  in  running,  tracing,  and  marking  the  line  of  boundary  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  under  the  5th  article  of  the  tre9.ty  of  Gua- 
dalupe Hidalgo,"  and  that  "  you  wiU  be  received  and  recognised  in 
that  capacity."  • 

I  am  willing  to  receive  you  as  directed^y  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Interior ;  but  as  there  seems  to  be  a  very  broad  difference  of 
opinion  between  you  and  myself  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  words  "  head 
oi  the  scientific  corps,"  it  is  my  duty  to  explain  them  as  I  understand 
them.  I  think  the  misunderstanding  arises  in  a  great  measure  from 
the  unquestionably  accidental  omission  of  the  word  "  topographical," 
which  preceded  the  term  "  scientific  corps"  in  the  instructions  given 
to  your  predecessors. 

After  examining  the  instructions  of  my  predecessors,  wherein  the 
duties  of  chief  astronomer,  &c.,  are  defined,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the 
d«la^  of  this  officer  are  to  ''  determine  all  asti'onomical  points,  and  to 
direct  tire  loode  of  running  all  astronomical  \ky&^*^^  ^o^^s^V^^^ 
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the  topographical  scientific  corps,  to  take  the  immediafe  charge  of^  and 
to  give  written  and  verbal  instructions  to,  all  parties  of  that  corps  on 
duty  in  the  field  aiding  the  United  States  surveyor  or  his  party,  and 
to  parties  stationed  at  astronomical  observatories  or  elsewhere;  the 
great  object  had  in  view,  and  steadily  kept  in  view,  being  "to  amsT 
me  in  running,  tracing,  and  marking  the  line  of  boundary* 

My  instructions  of  October  23, 1850,  also  state :  "  He  [Col.  Graham! 
will  meet  with  the  joint  commission  of  the  two  governments,  and  will 
aid  Vou  [me]  in  digesting  and  arranging  (in  concurrence  with  the 
Mexican  commissioner  and  his  associates)  the  plan  of  operations  in  the 
field,  (taking  care  to  observe  the  terms  of  the  treaty,)  and  in  organizing 
parties,  and  in  giving  the  necessary  directions  to  subordinates." 

The  first  clause,  stating  that  **  yon  will  meet  with  the  joint  commis- 
sion of  the  two  governments,"  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  terms  of 
the  5th  article  of  the  treaty,  which  acknowledges  but  two  officers — 
**  a  commissioner  and  surveyor."  Furthermore,  General  Conde,  the 
Mexican  commissioner,  has  stated  at  the  meetings  of  the  joint  commis- 
sion that  he  could  not,  and  would  not,  acknowledge  the  claim  of  any 
person  to  take  a  seat  at  the  board,  save  those  authorized  in  the  article 
referred  to.  The  claim  so  strongly  urged  and  reiterated  by  you,  at 
our  interviews,  to  a  seat  there,  cannot,  therefore,  be  acknowledged. 

With  reg^d  to  your  "  aid  in  digesting  and  arranging  the  plan  of  oper- 
ations in  the  field,  and  in  organizing  parties  and  giving  the  necessaiy 
directions  to  subordinates,"  I  shall  most  gladly  avail  myself  of  it,  and 
am  willing  to  consult  you  in  all  the  plans,  organizations,  and  directions 
which  appertain  to  your  position  as  **  principal  astronomer  and  bead  of 
the  scientific  corps,"  as  I  understand  and  have  explained  the  duties  of 
that  office. 

But  in  devising  plans  and  making  OTganizations,  I  cannot  interfere 
with  the  prerogative  of  A.  B.  Gray,  esq.,  appointed  by  the  President 
surveyor,  under  the  5tb  article  of  the  treaty.  Mr.  Gray  is  comniis- 
sioned  and  instructed  in  terms  which  cannot  be  misunderstood,  and 
his  duties  under  the  treaty  are  so  explicit,  that  they  cannot  be  misin- 
terprcted ;  consequently,  the  claim  so  strenuously  advanced  by  you  at 
our  two  late  interviews,  that  in  case  Mr.  Gray  entered  the  field  in  the 
performance  of  his  duties  as  surveyor,  he  must  receive  his  instructions 
from  and  report  to  you,  I  cannot  for  a  moment  recognise.  I  have  been 
honored  by  the  President  with  the  appointment  of  commissioner,  under 
the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo.  I  have  been  duly 
commissioned  and  sworn  tb  carry  out  the  solemn  stipulations  of  that 
article.  I  have  received  my  instiiictions  (a  copy  of  which  you  pos- 
'  sess)  in  reference  to  them,  and  these,  as  in  duty  bound,  I  shall  obey. 

It  is  recommended  to  me  that  such  a  reorganization  of  the  scien- 
tific corps  on  our  side  should  take  place,  as  soon  as  practicable,  as 
will  "  tend  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  important  work  before"  me, 
and  "bring  it  to  as  early  completion  as  practicable."  In  this  work, as 
advised,  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  receive  your  co-operation. 

"  It  is  recommended  that  the  scientific  corps  on  our  side  be  placed 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham,  to  re- 
ceive fiom  him  such  written  and  verbal  instructions  as  he  may  deem 
necessary  to  a  full  undexdlaudvng  o(  \!sv^  d\k\i<&%  xq  be  perfbrxoed  on  all 
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parts  of  the  work,  eind  that  all  reports  from  the  heads  of  parties  be 
made  to  him,"  &c.,  &c.  I  heartily  approve  of  this  recommendatumf 
comprising  the  instructions  and  directions  to  parties  whose  duties  ap- 
pertain to  the  topographical  and  astronomical  corps,  instead  of  extend- 
ing them  so  as  to  subject  the  surveyor  under  the  treaty  to  your  ordersgi 
or  control,  so  long  as  he  is  exercising  the  authority  and  discharging  j 
the  duties  incumbent  on  him  by  the  terms  of  his  commission  and  the 
treaty. 

Whilst  I  acknowledge  the  propriety  of  the  subordinates  making  their 
repcffts  to  you,  I  would  state  that  I  expect  these,  with  whatever  pertains 
to  them,  will  be  transmitted  by  you  to  me,  as  head  of  the  commission, 
and  be  disposed  of  in  no  other  manner. 

I  exceedingly  regret  that  there  should  be  any  tnisunderstanding  between  .^ 
us  as  to  the  interpretation  of  my  instructions  and  the  treaty  stipula-  ! 
tions,  and  that  increased  obstacles  should  in  consequence  be  thrown  in 
the  way  of  prosecuting  the  important  work  before  me,  which  has  al- 
ready been  delayed  so  long  by  circumstances  entirely  beyond  my 
control.  But  the  solemn  treaty  between  the  two  governments,  my 
oath  to  see  the  stipulations  of  the  6th  article  of  that  treaty  strictly  en- 
forced, 'the  duty  I  owe  to  the  United  States  surveyor — holding  office, 
Uke  myself,  under  that  treaty,  whose  rights  I  am  bound  to  protect — all 
Convince  me  of  the  justice  of  my  course,  and  that  the  interpretation  I 
have  put  upon  my  instructions  is  right,  and  should  be  by  me  enforced, 
and  will  be  by  our  government  sustained. 

Incase  it  should  eventually  be  found  that  we  cannot  agree  on  the  suV 
ject  at  issue,  I  shall  of  course  refer  the  whole  matter  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  for  adjustment,  and  despatch  a  messenger  for  the  pur- 

rjse  to  Washington.     Wishing  to  treat  you  with  the  utmost  courtesy, 
give  this  notice,  that,  if  desirable,  you  may  avail  yourself  of  the  op- 
portunity to  transmit  letters,  &c. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT,  Commiisioner. 
Lt.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 

Principal  AttronomeTf  4^.,  4^.,  4^. 

P.  S. — ^I  have  deferred  sending  this  letter  in  order  that  I  mi^ht  re- 
ceive a  reply  from  A.  B.  Gray,  esq.,  to  one  which  I  addressed  him, 
inquiring  his  opinion  relative  to  his  powers,  rights,  and  duties  under 
the  treaty  and  by  his  commission.  His  answer  confirms  me  in  the 
position  above  taken  relative  to  the  surveyor. 

J.  R.  B*> 


Colonel  GraJiam  to  Mr*  BartletU 

[No.  20.]  Copper  Mines  op  Santa  RiTAf 

August  9,  1851 — ^7,  p.  niw 

Sir:  Before  I  proceed  to  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  8th 
instant,  which  I  received  an  hour  ago,  I  must  request  that  you  will 
furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Gray's  letter  to  you  alluded  to  in  your 
postscripti  as  you  state  that  his  opiniotis  lelaXxv^  Xo  \^  Y^^^^^>'^^^f^^^ 
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and  duties,  confirm  you  in  your  position.  If  my  request  is  acceded  to, 
I  will,  with  your  permission,  call  at  your  office  immediately  for  the 
purpose  of  perusing  it  in  anticipation  of  the  copy,  in  order  to  expedite 
my  reply,  atid  thus  save  time. 

*r..   I  await  your  answer ;  and  remain,  very  respectfully,  3'^our  obedient 
t^  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lt.  CoL,  Principal  Astronomer^  and  Head  of  Scientific  Corpt. 
J»  R.  Bartlett,  Esq.,  ^ 

United  Suites  Commissioner. 


Mr»  Bartlett  to  Colonel  Grafiam* 

i  • 

[No.  21.]  Santa  Rita  DEL  CoBRE, 

August  9, 1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  yours  of  this  evening,  requesting  me  to  furnish  you  a 

copy  of  Mr.  Gray's  letter,  referred  to  in  mine  under  date  of  yesterday* 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  this  letter  is  not  now  in  my  possession* 

Furthermore,  as  Mr.  Gray  is  in  camp  at  this  place,  it  seems  to  me  that 

the  most  proper  course, for  you  to  pursue  is,  to  apply  to  him  for  a  copy. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 
'  Principal  J^ronomer,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Colonel  Graham  to  Mr,  Bartlett* 

[No.  22.]  Copper  Mines,  August  9,  1851. 

Sir:  It  is  with  great  surprise  that  I  have  just  perused  your  note  in 
reply  to  mine  of  this  evening.  I  protest  that  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Gray, 
^which  was  called  for  by  you  officially  upon  a  subject  of  grave  public 
concern,  and  which  was  rendered  to  you  in  writing,  and  contained  ai- 
lments which,  it  would  appear,  exercised  a  great  influence  over  your 
aiind  in  causing  you  to  deciae  upon  a  course  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
instructions  of  the  President,  should  and  must,  of  ri^t,  become  a  part 
of  the  archives  of  the  commission  over  which  you  preside.  I  further 
protest  that  it  is  due  to  me  that  you  cause  me  to  be  famished,  officially, 
with  a  copy  of  that  document,  in  order  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity 
.to  refute  tne  arguments  it  may  contain,  and  thus  endeavor  to  free  your 
onind  from  their  influence. 

I  do,  therefore,  most  respectfully  repeat  my  request;  and  I  hope  you 
will  9all  upon  Mr.  Gray  to  render  his  document  to  you  for  your  official 
£les,  and  that  you  will  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  it. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lt.  CoLj  Principal  Astronomer ^  and  Head  of  Scientific  Carps* 

.JL  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

United  States  Commis<icri[icr« 
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Mr,  Bartlett  to  Colonel  Graham. 

[No.  23.]  United  States  Boundary  Cobimission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  11,  1861.     ^ 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  verbal  request  this  morning,  I  enclose  the  fol-  * 
lowing  extracts  from  my  instructions  from  the  Department  of  the  Inte- 
rior of  the  11th  March;  but,  for  the  future,  must  most  respectfully  der 
cEne  furnishing  other  official  information  from  my  files,  or  otherwise,    "^ 
until  the  matter  now  at  issue  between  us  is  in  some  manner  disposed 
o£j  excepting,  of  course,  documents  bearing  on  the  question. 

After  speaking  of  the  appropriation,  the  Secretary  requests  me  to 
*' reorganize  the  commission  at  once,  and  curtail  the  torce  employed  to 
the  lowest  jxissible  limit,  consistent  with  a  proper  discharge  of  the 
business  connected  with  the  service.**  |f 

That  "two  officers  of  the  army,  to  act  as  quartermaster  and  com- 
missary, will  be  ordered  to  report  accordingly;  and  it  would  seem 
proper  that  their  reports  should  oe  made  hereafter  to  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Graham,  the  head  of  the  scientific  corps,,  who  will  be  responsible 
to  you." 

Again,  that  a  sum  of  money  "will  probably  be  advanced  to  Colond 
Graham  on  his  estimates  for  the  astronomical  and  surveying  branch  of 
the  service." 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Lieut  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 

Principal  Astronomer^  ^c.f  4^.,  ^. 

N.  B. — ^There  came  enclosed  in  the  same  envelope  which  contained 
the  foregoing  communication,  the  following  list  of  names*  in  the  hand- 
writing of  J.  R.  Bartlett,  esq..  United  States  commissioner,  without 
any  note  or  communication  addressed  to  me  in  relation  to  it. 

J.  D.  GRAHAM. 

[No.  24.1 — List  of  the  members  of  the  boundary  commission  attacfied  to  the 

surveying  and  astronomical  corps. 

A.  B.  Gray,  United  States  surveyor. 

Mr.  Radziminski,  principal  assistant  surveyor* 

John  Bull,  first  assistant  surveyor. 

J.  H.  Prioleau,  do. 

T.  Thompson,  second    do. 

M.  T.  W.  Chandler,  meteorological  recorder. 

H.  C.  Force,  do. 

J.  P.  Espy,  do. 

Mr.  Houston,  do. 

James  Henning,  computer. 

J.  O'Donaghue,  do. 

H.  Campbell,  do. 

P.  Crenioni  do. 


* 
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M.  Von  Hippel,  draughtsman. 
George  G.  Gamer,  assistant. 
T.  W.  Jones,  do. 

C.  A.  Snowden,         do. 
George  S.  Pierce,      do. 
•   William  White,  jr.,    do. 
A.  P.  Wilbar,  do. 

Raymond  Nias,  do. 

I    C.  M.  Simms,  do. 

T.  W.  Tansill,  do. 

F.  Wheaton,  do. 

J.  A.  Phillips,  do. 

Wm^^^«^i?rpmnn     \  Selected  by  Mr.  Gray  to  carry  the  instruments  and 
J  T  Sr  tt  S      eham — ^Mr.  Bauseman,  as  clerk. 

M.  Seaton,  selected  by  Mr.  Gray  to  aid  in  surveying  duties. 


0^ 

if 


Mr.  Bartlett  to  Colonel  Graham, 

[No.  26.]     Headquarters  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cohre^  New  Mexico^  August  12,  1851. 

Sir:  Mr.  A.  B.  Gray,  United  States  surveyor  under  the  treaty  ol 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  has  sent  me  a  memorandum  of  surveying  inslru- 
ments  wnich  he  will  require  for  his  duties  in  running,  tracing,  and 
marking  the  boundary  line  along  the  Gila,  which  I  have  to  request  may 
be  furnished  to  him  at  once.     They  are  as  follows : 

2  goniometers,  or  transit  compasses ; 

2  surveyors'  compasses,  with  verniers ; 

4  measuring-chains,  (2  of  100  feet,  and  2  of  60  feet;) 

4  tape-lines,  for  measuring,  (2  of  100  feet,  and  2  of  60  feel ;) 

1  standard  measure  ; 

2  Buntin's  barometers ; 

2  detached  thermometers,  (here  on  hand ;) 
1  levelling-rod,  do. 

4  plumb-bobs; 
4  prismatic  compasses. 
The  joint  commission  having  agreed  on  the  20th  of  July  last  to  sur- 
vey the  Rio  Gila  to  its  junction  with  the  Colorado,  I  have  to  request 
that  you  will  detail  such  a  party  as  you  may  deem  proper  to  attend  to 
the  astronomical  duties  in  tnis  survey,  and  instruct  said  party  as  you 
may  think  advisable  for  the  important  work  to  be  accomplished. 

It  is  necessary  that  tbe-astronomical  party  should  be  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Rio  Prieto  by  the  23d  instant  at  the  furthest ;  on  which  day  General 
Cond^  will  be  there  with  the  Mexican  commission. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT,  Commf«noji«r. 
Lt.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham, 

Principal  Astronomer^  ^.,  S(t. 
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Colond  Graham  to  Mu  Bardett, 

[No,  26.]  CoppBR  Mines  of  Santa  Rita, 

Jtigust  13,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  already  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  two  commu- 
nications of  the  7th  and  8th  instant—- the  latter  received  late  on  the 
evening  of  the  9th — and  I  will  now  proceed  most  respectfully  to  reply 
to  them. 

Your  letter  of  the  7th  purports  to  be  a  statement  of  the  facts  in- 
volving all  the  impoitaot  points  as  they  occurred  up  to  the  time  of  the 
meeting  with  the  scientinc  corps  at  your  office ;  that  is  to  say,  the 
morning  of  the  6th,  when  you  declined  publicly  to  receive  and  ac 
knowledge  me,  or  introduce  me,  as  head  of  the  scientific  corps. 

I  regret  exceedingly  to  be  obliged,  injustice  to  this  subject,  which  is 
one  of  public  concern,  to  say  that  you  have  not  presented  it  throughout 
accordmg  to  my  views  of  the  occurrences.  In  saying  this,  I  assure 
you  I  intend  no  personal  disrespect.  My  object  is  to  remind  you  of 
«ome  important  incidents  bearing  upon  this  matter  not  touched  on  in 
your  letter  of  the  7th,  and  to  exonerate  myself  from  the  rebuke  you 
nave  been  pleased  to  undertake  to  pass  upon  me  in  the  last  paragraph 
but  one  of  that  letter,  in  which  you  saj,  '^  I  cannot  but  express  my 
surprise  that  a  gentleman  so  well  acquamted  with  the  proper  course  to 
,  be  pursued  in  such  cases  should  for  a  moment  entertain  the  opinion 
that  the  members  of  the  scientific  corps  were  or  would  be  by  me  as- 
sembled for  the  purpose  by  you  above  specified,  having  at  the  time  in 
your  possession  ray  letter  of  the  4th  instant  already  referred  to, 
wherem  I  decline  doing  anything  of  the  kind  until  certain  preliminaries 
are  arranged.^' 

In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  2d  instant  I  expressed  my  readiness  to 
enter  immediately  with  you  upon  the  duty  assigned  us  of  reorganizing 
the  scientific  corps.  My  letter  closed  with  these  words:  "As  a  pre- 
paratory step,  I  nave  to  request  that  the  instructions  of  the  Department 
of  the  Interior  of  the  23d  of  October  last,  [p.  97,]  defining  my  position 
and  duties,  may  be  officially  made  known  to  the  corps."  This  letter  was 
written  late  at  night  of  the  2d — the  day  of  my  arrival  here — and  was 
not  handed  to  you  until  the  morning  of  the  3d.  It  was  answered  by 
you  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  appointing  11  o'clock  that  morning  for 
our  meeting.  You  conclude  that  letter  by  saying :  **  Immediately  upon 
the  reorganization  being  completed,  I  will  take  the  necessaiy  steps  to 
make  known  to  the  heads  of  the  several  parties  the  instructions  of  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  of  the  23d  of  October  last,  and  through 
them  cause  your  true  position,  &c.,  to  be  communicated  to  all  under 
them.** 

I  confess,  at  the  time  I  did  not  think  this  was  the  proper  routine  of 
proceeding;  but  I  was  unwilling  at  the  outset  to  raise  points  with  you 
m  writing  upon  a  matter  which  seemed  to  me  of  no  great  moment,  and 
which  I  thought  could  best  be  adjusted  when  we  met,  should  any  cir- 
cumstance attending  our  conferences  arise  to  make  it  important.  I 
accordingly  answered  your  note  immediately,  assenting  to  the  hour 
proposed,  and  forthwith  repaired  to  the  office  of  the  commission^ 
wbere  our  meeting  took  place.    It  lasted  uttdl  abouX. ^  "^  \fiu^  X'^obsc^ 
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You  appeared  that  day  to  be  so^tewhat  digpos^d  to  construe  the  in- 
structions of  the  23d  of  October  diflerently  from  what  I  thought  their 
context  plainly  imported  in  regard  to  my  position.  This  reminded  me 
of  the  expression,  "  your  true  position,"  which  occurs  in  your  note  of 
that  morning,  and  I  asked  you  to  state  to  me  very  frankly  whether  or 
not  you  intended  anything  pointed  by  that  expression  ;  adding,  that 
when  I  first  read  your  note  I  was  very  near  replying  to  you  that  my 
true  position  was  already  defined  by  the  instructions  of  the  23d  cJf 
October,  and  that  it  was  not  a  matter  for  us  to  discuss.  You  replied 
that  you  scarcely  recollected  the  form  of  the  phrase,  and  asked  me  to 
let  you  look  at  the  letter,  which  I  did.  You  cast  your  ej^es  over  that 
part  of  it,  and  observed  that  you  intended  no  stress  or  point  whatever 
in  using  the  word  "  true,"  and  I  expressed  myself  perfectly  satisfied. 

At  the  second  day's  meeting  (the  5th)  we  proceeaed  to  look  over  the 
names  of  the  members  of  the  corps,  with  a  view  to  entering  at  once 
upon  the  reorganization.  You  however  asked  me  to  state  my  views  as 
to  the  relative  position  of  Mr.  Gray,  the  surveyor  under  the  5th  article 
of  the  treaty,  and  myself.  I  observed  to  you  I  thought  Mr.  Gray's 
position  a  much  more  elevated  and  responsible  one  than  if  he  were 
to  put  himself  at  the  head  of  a  mere  surveying  party ;  that  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  commissioners  appointed  to  decide  upon  the 
line — as  your  colleague,  appointed  to  supervise  and  see  that  it  is  prop- 
erly run  and  marked  in  accordance  with  the  treaty — he  occupied  a 
high  civil  station  far  more  responsible  and  important  than  that  of  a* 
practical  surveyor  engaged  in  executing  the  details  of  the  work  ;  and 
that  I  inferred,  when  the  instructions  of  the  23d  of  October  were  is- 
sued, the  department  probably  contemplated  his  confining  his  attention 
and  energies,  as  in  the  case  of  yourself,  to  the  first-mentioned  object. 
But  you  insisted  on  putting  the  case  to  me.  If  Mr.  Gray  should  choose 
to  take  charge  of  a  surveying  party  in  the  field,  did  I  conceive  that,  he 
was  to  execute  this  duty  under  my  instructions  ?  I  replied  that  I  did 
not  perceive  how  it  could  be  otherwise,  under  the  Secretary's  very 

Slain  instructions,  but  that  I  thought  there  was  no  necessity  of  his 
oing  such  a  thing ;  and  I  emphatically  stated  that  I  did  not  lay  claim 
to  any  right  to  command  Mr.  Gray  to  take  a  surveying  party,  and  thus 
to  exercise  a  controLover  him. 

I  moreover  stated  to  you  clearly  that  the  instructions  of  October 
23d  not  only  require  me  "  to  report  to  you"  (evidently  for  the  inform^ 
ation  of  both  Mr.  Gray  and  yourself,  as  members  of  the  American 
board,)  "  as  often  as  you  may  desire,  all  operations  and  their  prc^ess," 
but  that  they  also  hold  me  "responsible  to  you"  (in  your  capacity  of 
presiding  officer  of  the  American  board,  no  doubt,)  "lor  the  successful 
prosecution  of  the  scientific  departments  of  the  work."  I  presented  to 
you  emphatically,  for  consideration,  the  question,  how  it  would  be  pos- 
sible for  me  to  undertake  these  responsibSities  unless  the  surveying 
parties  were  put  under  my  immediate  control,  as  head  of  the  scieotife 
corps,  to  receive  from  me,  in  the  language  of  your  instructions  fi*om  the 
department,  "  such  written  and  verbal  instructions  as  he  [D  may 
deem  necessary  to  a  full  understanding  of  the  duties  to  be  performed 
on  all  parts  of  the  work." 
Ana  when  the  qv^estiou  ^as  ^xiXAoia^  ^\.  this  meeting,  how  Mr 
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Gmy  could  conscientiously  authenticate  with  his  signature  the  maps 
which  are  required  by  the  5lh  article,  •'  to  designate  the  boundary  line 
with  due  precision,"  unless  he  conducted  the  surveys  of  that  hne  in 
person,  I  acknowledged  the  obligation  resting  upon  me  to  do  all  and 
everything  that  might  be  requisite  to  satisfy  both  your  mind  and  his  upon 
this  point.  I  especially  called  j^our  attention  to  that  kindred  obligation 
so  forcibly  expressed  in  the  instructions,  which  says,  "  Should  doubts 
arise  between  yourself  and  the  Mexican  commissioner  as  to  the  proper 
location  of  any  part  or  parts  of  the  boundary  described  in  the  treaty, 
Lieut.  Colonel  Graham  wiU  be  required  to  cause  to  be  surveyed  any 
route,  line,  or  lines  that  you  may  deem  necessary  to  elucioate  and 
satisfy  your  mind  in  relation  to  any  such  questions,  and  to  make  re- 
port to  you  thereon,  accompanied  by  such  plans  or  drawings  as  you 
may  deem  necessary.  For  the  accuracy  and  faithful  execution  of 
these  duties,  he  will  be  held  responsible  to  you  as  the  commissioner 
of  the  United  States."  Finally,  I  observed  that  I  could  not  consent  to 
this  scanning  of  the  instructions  with  a  view  to  find  flaws  or  incon- 
sistencies in  them,  or  words  to  that  effect,  and  stated  that  our  only 
business  then  was  to  proceed  to  the  reorganization  which  contemplated 
a  considerable  reduction  in  the  corps,  and  I  here  reiterated  my  desire 
to  be  oflicially  presented  to  the  corps  i^i  the  capacity  designated  in 
those  instructions.  As  a  reason  for  this,  I  stated  to  you  that  it  was 
really  necessary  that  I  should  have  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with 
the  members  of  the  corps,  and  of  examming  the  works  of  those  who 
had  been  actively  employed,  so  that  I  might  become  acquainted  with 
their  relative  merits  before  I  could  undertake  to  vote  upon  their  re- 
spective claims  to  be  retained  in  the  corps,  and  that  I  could  not  with 
propriety  visit  them  or  send  for  them  to  visit  me,  for  these  objects,  until 
my  official  capacity  was  announced  to  them  by  you.  You  admitted 
the  propriety  of  the  grounds  I  took ;  and,  at  my  request,  the  under- 
standing was  that  you  would,  at  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning,  assemble 
the  members  of  the  corps  at  your  oflBee,  and  there  present  me  to  them 
in  my  official  capacity  a^  principal  astronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific 
corps,  and  cause  the  instiuctions  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
of  tne  23d  of  October  to  be  read  to  them. 

We  all  accordingly  assembled  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  inst.  at  the 
office  of  the  commissioner,  and,  as  stated  in  your  letter  of  the  7th,  the 
members  of  the  corps  were  separately  introduced  to  me  as  they  arrived, 
(for  but  few  were  tliere  when  I  presented  myself  to  you,)  as  Colonel 
Graham.  After  some  lime  spent  in  familiar  conversation,  you  an- 
nounced to  the  gentlemen  present,  that  your  object  in  assembling  them 
was  that  they  might  be  personally  and  officially  introduced  to— (then, 
reading  from  a  paper  written  in  pencil,  which  you  held  in  your  hand,  you 
added,) — Lieut.  Col.  Graham,  of  the  topographical  engineers,  who  had 
been  detailed  as  principal  astronomer,  &c.,  to  assist  you  in  running, 
tracing,  and  markmg  the  line  of  boundary  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico,  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalga. 
I  was  standing  near  by,  and  on  your  left,  at  the  time,  and  observed  to 
you  that  you  had  left  out  a  part  of  my  official  title,  and  requested,  with 
a  view  to  a  full  i^derstandmg  of  my  position,  that  you  would  cause 
the  instructions  from  the  departmenti  of^  the  23d  ot  Oc\sJQ«t\3^\^\s:i\^ 


862  S.  Doc.  119. 

read.  This  you  declined  ;  and  I  asked  you,  in  the  presence  of  all,  if 
this  was  not  the  understanding  when  I  parted  with  you  the  afternoon 
previous,  and  if,  indeed,  it  was  not  the  very  object  of  calling  the  meet- 
ing. You  replied  to  the  effect  that  you  had  intended  to  do  so,  but 
that,  on  reflection,  since  we  parted,  you  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
not  to  have  the  instructions  read;  and  you  went  on  to  state  some 
reasons,  one  of  which  was  that  you  conceived  that  there  were  some 
parts  of  the  instructions  which  were  in  violation  of  the  treaty,  or  which 
clashed  with  the  treaty,  or  words  to  that  efiect. 

Sir,  I  will  not  conceal  from  you  my  surprise  that  you  should  have 
changed  your  mind^  since  parting  with  me  the  evening  previous,  in 
regard  to  what  was  understood  by  me  to  be  the  primary  object  of  the 
meeting ;  nor  that,  having  changed  it,  you  shoula  not  have  given  me 
some  intimation  of  that  change  before  you  proceeded  to  announce  me 
oflBcially  to  the  corps,  in  the  limited  capacity  in  which  it  seems  yoa 
consider  me  as  standing,  in  direct  opposition  to  that  in  which  yo^  are 
instructed  to  receive  and  recognise  me. 

I  expressed  great  regret  at  this  state  of  affairs,  and  observed  that  I  did 
not  see  how  the  work  could  proceed  until  I  was  received  and  recog- 
nised as  the  instructions  require ;  that  the  orders  addressed  to  me,  under 
the  same  date,  (October  23, 1850,)  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
[p.  96]  expressly  coinmand  me,  as  well  as  yourself,  to  be  governed  by 
the  instructions  to  you,  so  often  alluded  to,  of  the  same  date.  Finally, 
I  requested  you  to  furnish  me  with  the  reasons,  in  writing,  which  had 
brought  you  to  your  recent  determination,  in  order  that  I  might  the 
more  fully  comprehend  them  and  have  an  opportunity  to  answer  themi 
which  you  promised  to  do,  and  I  then  took  leave  of  you. 

I  will  now  proceed,  most  respectfully,  to  reply  to  the  reasons  you 
have  presentee!  in  your  letter  to  me  of  the  8th  mstant,  which  was  not 
handed  to  me  until  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  9th. 

In  this  letter  you  say,  «*I  am  willing  to  receive  you  as  directed  by 
the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior ;  but,  as  there  seems  to  be 
a  very  broad  difference  of  opinion  between  you  and  myself,  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  words  '  head  of  the  scientific  corps,'  it  is  my  duty  to 
explain  them  as  I  understand  them.  I  think  the  misunderstanding 
arises,  in  a  great  measure,  from  the  unquestionably  accidental  omission 
of  the  word  *  topographical,'  which  precedes  the  term  *  scientific  corps' 
in  the  instructions  given  to  your  predecessors." 

Sir,  this  interpolation  upon  the  context  of  a  public  document,  to  make 
it  suit  one's  own  peculiar  views  of  what  its  meaning  should  have  been, 
is  entirely  inadmissible.  If  this  is  allowed  in  one  case,  it  may  go  on  in 
another,  and  another,  until  the  meaning  of  the  whole  instrument  is  so 
changed  that  the  obligations  it  was  intended  to  impose  shall  have 
entirely  vanished.  Moreover,  the  interpolation  in  question  would  ren- 
der the  phrase  thus  altered  entirely  inconsistent  with  its  other  parts.  It 
would  make  it  inconsistent  with  the  recommendation  of  the  department, 
"  That  the  scientific  corps,  on  our  side,  be  placed  under  the  immediate 
direction  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham,  to  receive  from  him  such 
written  and  verbal  instnictions  as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  a  full 
understanding  of  the  duties  to  be  performed  on  all  pd^  of  the  warkj  and 
iAiU  all  reports  from  tfcc  h-eods  of  the  partVcsXi^  tcvada  to  him,  Ccam  time  to 
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time,  as  he  may  direct;  and  he  will  be  required  to  report  to  you,  as 
often  as  you  may  desire,  all  operations  and  their  progress^  and  he  will  be 
held  responsible  lo  you  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  scientific 
departments  of  the  work." 

It  would  make  it  inconsistent  with  the  paragraph  which  says :  "  Should 
doubts  arise  between  yourself  and  the  Mexican  commissioner,  as  to  the 
proper  location  of  any  part  or  parts  of  the  boundary  described  in  the 
treaty,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  will  be  required  to  cause  to  be  sur- 
veyed any  route,  line,  or  lines,  that  you  may  deem  necessary  to  elucidate 
and  satisfy  your  mind  in  relation  to  any  such  questions,  and  to  make 
report  to  you  thereon,  accompanied  by  such  plans  or  drawings  as  you 
may  deem  necessary.  For  the  accuracy  and  faithful  execution  of  these 
duties  he  will  be  held  responsible  to  you  as  the  commissioner  of  the  United 
States."  Both  the  above  quotations  clearly  show  that  it  was  intended 
by  the  department  that  the  head  of  the  scientific  corps  should  be  charged 
with  the  immediate  control,  under  your  general  supervision,  of  course, 
of  the  whole  surveying  corps,  both  topographical  and  civil,  and  that  he 
is  to  undertake  the  responsibility  of^  seeing  that  all  their  duties  are 
executed  properly. 

The  sentence,  as  interpolated  upon,  would  be  inconsistent  with  the 
portion  of  the  instructions  which  says:  "When  the  field  duties  shall  be 
completed,  or  at  any  time  that  it  may  be  found  absolutely  necessary 
to  suspend  them,  owing  to  impediments  of  climate,  &c.,  the  plotting 
and  drawing  of  the  maps  will  be  prosecuted  under  the  direction  of  the 
head  of  the  scientific  corps,  and  under  your  general  supervision,  in  co- 
operation with  the  Mexican  commissioner  and  his  scientific  corps ;  the 
selection  of  the  draughtsmen  and  the  other  members  of  the  scientific 
corps,  on  our  side,  to  be  approved  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  and  yowr- 
self^  due  regard  being  had  to  their  scientific  qualifications." 

Undoubtedly  the  term  "scientific  corps"  was  intended  here  to  em- 
brace not  only  the  topographical  and  civil  branches  of  the  surveying 
departments,  but  also  the  draughtsmen. 

The  interpolation  would  render  the  sentence  inconsistent  with  the 
paragraph  next  preceding  the  last  in  the  instructions,  which  says: 
"  The  head  of  the  scientific  corps  will  have  the  custody  of  the  astro- 
nomical and  surveying  instruments  and  apparatus,  for  which  he  will  be 
responsible  to  this  department,  [that  is,  the  Department  of  the  Inte- 
rior,] and  he  will  be  ciiarged  with  their  distribution  to  the  assistants 
and  surveyors^  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  the  performance  of  their 
duties,  they  being  accountable  to  him  for  the  same.^^  This  sentence  allows 
of  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  intention  of  the  department  to  give  to  the 
head  of  the  scientific  corps  a  full  control — under  your  general  super- 
vision, of  course— of  the  whole  surveying  department,  civil  as  well  as 
topographical. 

In  the  next,  or  third  paragraph  of  your  letter,  you  say :  "  After  ex- 
amining the  instructions  of  my  predecessors,  wherein  the  duties  of 
chief  astronomer,  &c.,  are  defined,  it  is  my  [your]  opinion  that  the 
duties  of  this  ofiicer  are  *  to  determine  all  astronomical  points,  and  to 
direct  the  mode  of  running  all  astronomical  lines;'  also,  as  head  of  the 
topographical  scientific  corps,  to  take  the  immediate  charge  of,  and  to  give 
•writtea  and  verbal  instructions  to,  all  paxvve^  o^  ^^,  cue^^  wi  ^mjc^Ss^ 
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the  field  aiding  the  United  States  surveyor,  or  his  party,  and  to  parties 
stationed  at  astronomical  observatories,  or  elsewhere,  the  great  object 
had  in  view,  and  steadily  kept  in  view,  being  to  ^  assist^  me  in  running, 
tracing,  and  marking  the  line  of  boundary." 

There  is  certainly  no  doubt  as  to  the  great  object  in  view,  as  you 
have  stated  it — namely,  to  assist  you  in  running,  tracing,  and  marking 
the  line  of  boundary.  But  has  not  the  President  the  right  to  determine 
in  what  manner,  and  bv  whom,  you  shall  be  so  assisted?  Undoubt- 
edly you  will  admit  he  baa.  Then,  must  we  look  to  the  instructions  to 
your  predecessors  and  to  my  predecessors  to  find  out  in  what  manner, 
and  under  what  sort  of  an  organizatioti  on  our  side,  these  things  are  to 
be  done,  when  we  know  that  different  and  more  recent  instructions 
have  been  issued  by  the  same  authority,  directly  to  us,  in  regard  to  this 
subject?  Surely  not,  because  the  more  recent  instructions  supersede 
the  former  ones,  and  render  them  no  longer  binding  upon  us,  except 
in  so  far  as  they  may,  in  other  of  their  parts,  harmonize  with  the 
more  recent  ones.  If  the  President  had  a  right  to  detail  an  officer  to 
perform  the  duties  of  "chief  astronomer  and  head  of  the  topographical 
scientific  corps,"  to  assist  you  in  the  duties  specified,  he  undoubtedly 
has  an  equal  right  to  detail  one  as  "principal  astronomer  and  head  of 
the  scientific  corps,"  both  topographical  and  civil,  for  the  same  object. 
And  this  it  seems  was  his  intention,  as  clearly  shown  by  the  more  recent, 
and  therefore  binding,  instructions  of  October  23,  1850.  A  reason  is 
even  given  in  that  document  for  the  change  of  organization — ^namely,  "to 
promote  in  the  best  manner  the  progress  of  the  important  work  before 
you,  and  to  bring  it  to  as  early  completion  as  possible,"  and  "  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  a  system  of  responsibility  and  discipline 
throvghoutJ*^  Under  the  former  system,  the  responsibilities  to  the  com^ 
missioner  in  regard  to  these  duties  ran  through  two  separate  and  dis- 
tinct channels — namely,  the  "  chief  astronomer  and  head  of  tlie  topo- 
graphical  scientific  corps,"  and  the  civil  surveying  corps.  Under  the 
new  system,  they  are  made  to  run  through  but  one  channel — namely, 
"  the  principal  astronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific  corps,"  embracing 
evidently  both  the  topographical  and  civil  branches  of  that  coips. 

The  clause  next  before  the  last  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  says: 
"  In  order  to  designaite  the  boundary  line  with  due  precision,  u|)on 
authoritative  maps,  and  to  establish  upon  the  ground  landmarks  which 
shall  show  the  limits  of  both  republics,  as  described  in  the  present 
article,  the  two  governments  shall  each  appoint  ^commissioner  ana  asur^ 
veyor,  who,  before  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  ex- 
change of  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  shall  meet  at  the  port  of  San  Diego, 
and  proceed  to  run  and  mark  the  said  boundary  in  its  whole  course, 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte.  They  shall  keep  journals, 
and  make  out  plans  of  their  operations;  and  the  result  agreed  on  by  them 
shall  be  deemed  a  part  of  this  treaty,  and  shall  have  tbe  same  force  as 
if  it  were  inserted  therein,"  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

If  I  understand  you  rightly,  you  base  your  position  in  (^position  to 

the  instructions  emanating  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  upcHi 

that  expression  in  the  fifth  article,  which,  in  defining  the  duties  of  the 

commiasioner  and  surveyor,  says,  they  shall  "  proceed  to  run  and  mark 

tbe  said  boundary,  iu  its  vrVioVe  eo^n^C^  (i^«   ^or^^if  this  expression 
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imposes  the  actual  performance  of  this  duty  on  the  mrveycrt  in  propria 
persona t  it  imposes  it  on  the  commissioner  likewise ;  fot  he  must "  proceed 
to  run  and  mark  the  said  boundary,"  as  the  colleague  of  the  surveyor* 
But  I  am  quite  sure  the  commissioner  never  contemplated  the  perform- 
ance of  any  such  duty  in  the  field.  If,  however,  it  can  be  dispensed 
with  by  the  commissioner,  it  can  Hkewise  be  by  the  surveyor,  who,  like 
the  commissioner,  still  maintains  the  importance  of  his  position  in 
sitting  in  judgment  over  the  whole  work,  to  be  satisfied,  and  to  be  able 
to  authenticate  by  his  siraature  the  result  to  be  agreed  upon,  as  required 
by  the  treaty;  that  is,  the  correct  running  and  marking  of  the  line.  It 
is  evident  enough  that  the  practical  part  bf  the  operation  is  to  be  per- 
formed by  authorized  agents;  and  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has,  in  this  instance,  chosen  to  designate  the  principal  one  to  act  on  the 
part  of  our  own  government.  He  had  a  right  to  choose  the  agent  for 
this  purpose  in  whose  scientific  qualifications  he  reposed  the  most  con- 
fidence; and,  if  the  selection  has  fallen  on  an  individual  as  humble»«i 
as  myself,  still  the  position  assigned  to  that  individual  must  be  recog- 
nised out  of  respect  to  the  President's  authority. 

Now,  I  will  go  a  step  further,  and  say,  that  although  the  commis- 
sioner and  surveyor  are  to  be  left  free  and  untrammelled  in  their  con- 
scientious decision  as  to  where  the  boundary  is  to  be  run  and  marked, 
in  order  to  make  it  conformable  with  the  conditions  of  the  treaty — a 
sacred  instrument,  which  is  to  secure  perfect  equity  to  both  nations  in 
this  respect — ^yet  when  that  decision  is  made  and  agreed  to  by  the 
agents  of  the  two  governments,  the  President  has  a  perfect  right  to 
instruct,  or  to  appoint  a  special  agent  with  power  to  instruct,  the  sur- 
veyor as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  line  so  agreed  upon  shall  be  run 
out  upon  the  ground,  and  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  shall  be  deline- 
ated upon  the  maps.  He  has  a  perfect  right  to  say  how  far  the  sciences 
of  astronomy  or  geodesy  shall  be  applied  to  this  practical  operation.  He 
has  a  perfect  right  to  say  whether  the  military  topography  on  the  side 
of  the  line  next  to  our  own  territory  shall  be  minutely  laid  down,  with 
a  view  to  the  defence  of  the  frontier;  and  he  has  a  right  to  instruct  the 
surveyor,  either  directly  or  through  an  agent,  on  these  points,  which  in 
nowise  affect  the  extent  of  the  limits  that  may  be  agreed  upon. 
.  Sir,  there  is  no  inconsistency  in  Mr.  Gray's  acting  under  my  instruc- 
tions, if  he  undertakes  to  perform  surveying  duty  in  the  field.  The  act 
of  Congress  of  May  16, 1850,  places  my  position  as  astronomer,  simply, 
in  precedence  of  nis ;  and  the  President  has  caused  my  position  to  be 
defined  in  relation  to  all  who  go  into  the  field  to  perform  auty  as  mem- 
bers of  the  scientific  corps.  The  President  and  the  honorable  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  had  a  perfect  knowledge  of  Mr.  Gray's  position 
when  the  instructions  of  the  23d  of  October  last  were  issued ;  and  in 
defining  the  position  of  the  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  as  therein  so 
clearly  set  forth,  the  relative  position  of  every  other  member  of  the  sci- 
entific corps  in  respect  to  that  oflicer  was  also  defined. 

I  waited  nearly  four  days  for  your  promised  reasons  in  writing  for 
the  position  you  took,  on  the  6th  instant,  against  the  President's  author- 
ity; and  when,  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant,  I  received  your  com- 
munication containing  those  reasons,  I  found  in  a  postscript  thereto  this 
remark : 
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"I  have  deferred  sending  this  letter,  in  order  that  I  might  re- 
ceive a  reply  from  A.  B.  Gray,  esq.,  to  one  which  I  addressed  him, 
inquiring  his  opinion  relative  to  his  powers,  rights,  and  duties  under  the 
treaty,  and  by  his  commission.  His  answer  confirms  me  in  the  position 
I  have  above  taken  relative  to  the  surveyor. 

J.  R*  B« 

I  immediately  applied  to  you  in  two  written  communications,  on  the 
evening  of  the  9th,  for  a  copy  of  Mr.  Gray's  answer  to  your  invitation 
in  regard  to  this  matter ;  both  of  which  you  afterwards  acknowledged 
to  me  you  duly  received  the  same  evening. 

After  waiting  two  days  for  a  reply  to  my  second  note,  and  receiving 
none  from  you,  I  called  on  you  in  person,  on  the  11th  instant,  at  the 
office  of  the  commission ;  and  after  some  conversation  on  the  subject, 
you  admitted  that  this  paper  of  Mr.  Gray's  was  properlv  a  part  of  the 
.  ^chives  of  the  commission,  and  ought  to  be  preserved  upon  its  files, 
and  said  you  would  send  to  Mr.  Gray  for  it;  and  I  certainly  understood 
you  to  say  you  would  have  a  copy  furnished  to  me.  In  your  note  to 
me  of  that  date  you  virtually  promise  me  that  paper.  You  say  therein: 
"In  reply  to  your  verbal  request  this  morning,  I  enclose  the  following 
extracts,"  &c.,  &c.;  "but  for  the  future  must  most  respectfully  decline 
furnishing  other  official  information  fi^om  my  files,  or  otherwise,  until 
the  matter  now  at  issue  between  us  is  in  some  manner  disposed  of,  ay 
ceptingj  of  course^  doctiments  bearing  on  the  questionJ^^  Under  this  excep- 
tion I  had  a  right  to  expect  that  paper,  together  with  the  one  firom  you 
inviting  it.  I  waited  a  day  and  a  half  longer,  however,  without  receiv- 
ing either.  I  then  (last  evening)  sent  Lieutenant  Burnside  to  you,  with 
a  verbal  request  that  you  would  send  the  papers  to  me.  He  returned 
and  informed  me  you  declined  doing  so ;  adding,  that  the  paper  was 
in  Mr.  Gray's  hands,  and  that  if  I  wanted  it  I  must  apply  to  him  for  it, 
or  words  to  that  effect.  Thus,  after  four  days'  delay  since  receiving 
your  "  reasons  in  writing,"  am  I  deprived  by  you  of  an  opportunity  to 
see  and  refute  ar^ments  which  have  evidently  infiuenced  you  to  take 
ground  in  opposition  to  the  President's  authority — a  ground  which  calls 
on  me  also  to  disobey  the  same  authority  in  a  manner  that  would  render 
me  liable  to  be  punished  by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court-martial,  as 
you  must  be  very  well  aware. 

Now,  sir,  a  similar  controversy  arose  between  Mr.  Gray  and  Major 
Emory  last  year  on  the  Pacific — ^that  is,  as  to  seniority  or  precedence 
of  position — ^which  was  referred  by  Mr.  Gray  to  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  and  was  decided,  as  you  are  aware,  in  Major  Emory's  favor. 
Knowing  this,  and  in  order  to  prevent  any  misunderstanding  whatever 
on  Mr.  Gray's  part,  as  to  our  relative  positions  under  the  instructions 
of  the  23d  of  October,  I  took  occasion  in  Washington  last  winter,  when 
we  were  both  there  together,  to  say,  emphatica!Uy,  to  Mr.  Gray,  that 
if  he  had  any  such  ideas  in  regard  to  my  position  as  he  had  enter- 
tained in  regard  to  Major  Emory's,  he  owed  it  to  the  public  interests,  as 
well  as  to  himself,  to  declare  them  at  once  to  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  with  a  view  to  havinc;  the  matter  adjusted  at  the  department, 
and  not  wait  until  we  should  be  several  thousand  miles  beyond  refer- 
ence to  the  department)  to  raise  i^omu  %;]ii  ^\^^\itfi«    Mr.  Gray  refened 
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to  his  having  been,  ten  years  before,  under  obligations  to  me  for  much 
instruction  in  regard  to  the  use  of  instruments  in  his  profession,  whilst 
we  were  engaged  in  surveying  the  boundary  between  the  United  States 
and  the  then  republic  of  Texas;  and,  waiving  all  the  objection  to  the 
position  assigned  me  bv  the  instructions  of  October  23,  he  expressed 
tiimself  entirely  satisfied. 

I  myself  spoke  to  the  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  aUo  on  this 
subject,  and  understood  him  to  say  that  Mr.  Gray  had  signified  to  him 
his  perfect  satisfaction  in  regard  to  my  position.  How  is  it,  then,  that  this 
question  is  mooted  here  at  this  distance  from  the  seat  of  sovemment, 
at  a  time  when  it  is  known  it  cannot  be  referred  to  Washington  with- 
out so  delaying  the  work  before  us — ;already  too  long  delayea — ^in  such 
a  manner  as  to  produce  the  most  disastrous  results  to  the  public  interests. 

I  do  not  understand  from  Mr.  Gray  that  it  is  he  who  has  taken  the 
initiative  in  this  matter;  but,  on  the  cbntrary,  that  he  is  perfectly  wiUing 
that  I  should  be  received  and  recognised  as  **  principal  astronomer 
and  head  of  the  scientific  corps,"  in  accordance  with  the  President's 
command,  and  that  it  is  with  you  that  the  objection  rests.  I  respect- 
fully ask,  that  if  I  am  under  any  misapprehension  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  I  may  be  so  informed  by  a  fi-ank  avowal  from  you  both. 

In  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant  you  say,  "  The  first  clause,  stating 
that  you  will  meet  with  the  joint  commission  of  the  two  governments, 
is  in  direct  violation  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty,  wmch  acknow- 
ledges but  two  officers,  viz :  a  commissioner  and  a  surveyor,"  &c.,  fcc. 

I  beg  you  to  bear  in  mind,  that  at  our  two  meetings,  (on  the  4th  and 
5th  instant,)  I  distinctly  stated  that  I  laid  no  claim  whatever  to  vote 
or  to  take  part  in  any  discussion  whatever  at  the  board,  touching  mat- 
ters that  are  exclusively  committed,  by  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty,  to 
the  joint  commission.  The  clause  in  full  reads  thus:  "He  [the  prin- 
cipal astronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific  corps]  will  meet  with  the 
joint  commission  of  the  two  governments,  and  will  aid  you  in  digesting 
and  arranging  (in  concurrence  with  the  Mexican  commissioner  and  his 
associates)  the  plan  of  opei-ations  in  the  field,  (taking  care  to  observe 
the  terms  of  the  treaty,)  and  in  organizing  parties,  and  in  giving  the 
necessary  directions  to  subordinates." 

The  object  of  my  meeting  with  the  joint  commission  of  th^  two 
governments  is  clearly  defined.  It  must  be  in  concurrencfc  with  the 
Mexican  commissioner  and  his  associates,  for  a  specific  purpose  stated ; 
and  there  would  have  been  no  difficulty  whatever  in  arranging  this 
matter,  in  a  manner  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  Mexican  commission, 
had  you  not  so  abruptly  terminated  our  deUberations  by  the  course  you 
pursued  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant.  The  fact  is,  the  matter  had 
t>een  but  very  partially  touched  on,  and  no  conclusion  had  been  defi- 
nitely arrived  at  on  that  point. 

I  trust  I  have  convinced  you  that  you  were  mistaken  in  the'  belief 
that  this  "  misunderstanding  arises  in  a  great  measure  from  the  un- 
questionably accidental  omission  of  the  word  ^  topographical^^  which 
preceded  the  term  'scientific  corpsi'  in  the  instructions  given  to  your 
predecessors." 

If  any  further  proof  is  wanting  to  satisfy  your  mind  on  this  point,  I 
tr^8t  you  will  recognise  it  in  the  annexed  cecti&^d  co'gV^^^  ^S.  q^v^s^ 
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documents  emanatinff  from  three  distinguished  members  of  the  Presi- 
dent's cabinet,  in  addition  to  that  contained  in  the  instructions  from  the 
Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart,  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior; 
namely,  documents  marked — 

A. — A  letter  from  the  Hon.  William  A.  Graham,  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  and  Secretary  of  War  and  of  the  Interior  ad  interim^  addressed 
to  the  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  Secretary  of  State  (who  was  temporarily 
absent  from  Washington'  at  the  time,)  dated  Department  of  War, 
October  21,  I860, 

B. — A  letter  from  the  Hon.  W.  S.  Derrick,  acting  Secretary  of  State, 
announcing  Mr.  Webster's  "cheerful  concurrence  in  the  arrangements 
proposed,"  dated  Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  21^^ 
1860. 

C. — A  communication  from  the  Hon.  C.  M.  Conrad,  Secretary  of 
War,  to  Colonel  J.  J.  Abert,  commanding  topographical  corps,  dated 
War  Department,  January  6,  1861. 

By  all  three  of  these  members  of  the  cabinet,  you  will  perceive,  I 
am  namied  as  "  principal  astronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific  corps," 
&c.,  &c.,  in  its  broad  sense,  just  as  it  is  written  by  the  Hon.  A.  H.  H. 
Stuart,  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  The  word  "  topo- 
graphical," which  you  had  supposed  was  an  "unquestionably  accidental 
omission,"  is  purposely  omitted  in  each  and  every  one  of  these  docu- 
ments, the  same  as  it  is  in  the  instructions  addressed  to  you  by  the 
Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart,  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  luterior, 
under  date  of  October  23,  1850. 

To  conclude  the  proofs  upon  this  subject,  let  us  for  a  moment  ask 
ourselves  the  question:  Had  it  been  intended  that  the  surveyor,  under 
the  6th  article  of  the  treaty,  should  have  the  immediate  direction  of  the 
civil  branch  of  the  scientific  corps,  would  he  not  have  been  designated 
as  the  person  to  act  in  conjunction  with  yourself  in  its  reorganization? 
The  topographical  branch  of  that  corps  was  not  required  to  be  reor- 
ganized. 

There  were  no  selections  from,  or  reductions  of,  that  branch  of  the 
corps  to  be  made.  These  were  confined  to  the  civil  or  surveying 
branch  of  it.  But  it  was  not  the  surveyor  under  the  6th  article  that 
was  appointed  to  act  with  you  in  this  business.  On  the  contrary,  it 
was  the  •*  principal  astronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific  corps,"  the 
officer  especially  appointed  to  take  the  immediate  direction  of  thdr 
labors  in  the  field,  wno  was  and  is  especially  appointed  to  co-operate 
with  you  in  that  duty. 

Again :  If  it  had  been  intended  that  the  said  surveyor  should  have 
been  put  in  the  immediate  charge  of  the  surveying  departments,  would 
he  not  have  been  put  in  charge  of  the  surveying  instruments,  and 
intrusted  with  "their  distribution  to  the  assistants  and  surveyors,"  as 
he  might  "dieem  necessary  for  the  performance  of  their  duties,"  and 
would  they  not  have  been  made  "accountable  to  him  for  the  same?" 
Such,  however,  is  not  the  case.  All  these  prerogatives  and  duties  were 
especially  assigned  to  the  "principal  astronomer  and  bead  of  the  scieih 
tific  corps,"  as  he  is  designated  in  your  instructions ;  and  he  is  respon- 
sible to  the  Deportment  of  the  Interior  alone  for  tboee  instruments. 
I  trusty  sir,  you  will  review  \hia  w\io\<^  u^josaiction.    I  trust  yoa  w31 
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take  proper  time  to  deliberate  upon  it.  It  is  a  matter  of  grave  public 
importance,  and  involves  the  interests  of  our  countiy  in  a  most  mo- 
mentous degree. 

I  trust  you  will  reflect  that  my  oath  of  office,  which  binds  me  to 
"observe  and  obey  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  the  orders  of  the  officers  appointed  over  me,  according  to  the  rules 
and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,"  for- 
bids that  I  should  disregard  the  orders  of  the  President,  communicated 
by  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  of  October  23,  1850, 
(a  copy  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  on  the  6lh  instant,) 
which  requires  me  to  be  governed  by  the  instructions  to  you  of  the  same 
date.  I  request  that  you  will  carefully  review  that  document,  with  a 
view  to  examine  particularly  the  obligations  which  it' imposes  on  me, 
from  first  to  last.  And  then,  sir,  I  trust  you  will  bring  your  mind  to 
acknowledge  my  true  position. 

I  am  ready  and  anxious  to  commence,  without  further  delay,  and  to 
push  on,  with  every  possible  energy,  the  important  work  before  us,  and 
m  full  respect  to  y^our  position  as  commissioner  of  the  United  States, 
having  come  here  to  aid  and  assist  you  to  the  utmost  of  my  abilities  in 
the  office  assigned  me,  which,  you  must  be  well  aware,  was  not  of  my 
seeking,  but  which, "  owing  to  cucumstances  of  great  public  emergency," 
as  it  is  stated  in  the  letter  to  the  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  Secretary  of 
State,  already  exhibited  to  you,  was  devolved  on  me  by  the  orders  of 
the  President. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  J.D.GRAHAM, 

Lieut.  CoLy  Principal  Astronomer  and  Head  of  5.  C 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

J7.  S.  Commissioner^  ^.,  Copper  Mines  of  Santa  Rita* 


A. 

Department  of  War,  October  21,  1850. 

Sir  :  Owing  to  circumstances  of  great  public  emergency,  a  desire 
♦has  been  expressed  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior  that  Lieutenant 
Colonel  James  D.  Graham,  of  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers, 
should  be  put  in  charge  of  the  scientinc  operations  on  our  side  for 
the  joint  demarcation  of  the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and* 
Mexico,  under  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalffo,  provided  it  can  be 
done  without  removing  Colonel  Graham  from  the  direction,  now  exer- 
cised by  him  under  the  Department  of  State,  of  the  restoration,  by 
reconstruction,  of  the  maps  snowing  the  boundary  under  the  treatj'^  of 
Washington  (which  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  April,  1848,)  as  directed 
by  the  act  of  Congress  of  August  12,  1848. 

Colonel  Graham  has  signified  a  great  reluctance  to  be  detached 
fit)m  the  general  superintendence  of  these  maps,  upon  which  he  has 
bestowed  so  much  labor,  and  which  he  has  brought  so  near  to  a  state 
oi  completion.  A  proposition  has,  therefore,  been  made  to  coatiaue 
him,  as  at  present,  in  the  charge  of  this  work,  to  \ie^to^CM\a^>M3L\^x. 
24 
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his  instructions  while  absent,  by  his  assistant,  Lieutenant  George  Thom, 
of  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers ;  Colonel  Graham  to  remain 
responsible  for  their  faithful  and  accurate  completion. 

The  Departments  of  War  and  of  the  Interior  both  concur  in  this 
arrangement ;  and  should  it  meet  also  the  approval  and  assent  of  the 
State  Department,  for  which  it  is  respectfully  submitted  to  your  con- 
sideration, Colonel  Graham  will  be  assigned  to  the  duty  of  {principal 
astronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  on  our  side,  upon  the 
United  States  and  Mexican  boundary  line,  and  Lieutenant  Thom  will 
be  allowed  to  remain  in  his  present  position,  under  the  orders  of  Colonel 
Graham,  until  the  reconstruction  of  the  maps  of  the  boundary  under 
the  treaty  of  Washington  shall  be  finished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  senrantt 

WM.  A.  GRAHAM, 
Secretary  of  War  ad  interim^  and  of  the  Interior  ad  interim* 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State* 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  CoLy  Head  of  the  Scientific  Corpsm 


B. 

DEPAftxMENT   OE  StATE, 

Washington^  October  28, 1850. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  which 
you  addressed  to  this  department  on  tne  21st  inst.,  stating  that,  under 
circumstances  of  great  pubUc  emergency,  it  is  desirable  that  Lieut 
Colonel  James  D.  Graham,  of  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers, 
should  be  put  in  charge  of  the  operations  on  tne  part  of  this  govern- 
ment, for  the  joint  demarcation  of  the  boundary  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico,  under  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  provided 
it  can  be  done  without  removing  Colonel  Graham  from  the  direction 
now  exercised  by  him  under  the  Department  of  State  of  the  restora- 
tion, by  reconstruction,  of  the  maps  showing  the  boundary  under  the 
treaty  of  Washington,  (which  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  1848)  as  au- 
thorized by  the  act  of  Congress,  August  12,  1848;  and  inviting  the 
assent  and  approval  of  the  State  Department  to  an  arrangement,  con- 
curred in  by  the  Departments  of  War  and  of  the  Interior,  whereby 
Colonel  Graham  will  oe  assigned  to  the  duty  of  principal  astronomer 
and  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  on  the  part  of  this  government,  upon 
the  United  States  and  Mexican  boundary,  and  Lieut.  George  Thom 
will  be  allowed  to  remain  in  his  present  position,  under  the  orders  of 
Colonel  Graham,  until  the  reconstruction  of  the  maps  referred  to  shall 
be  completed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  your  communication  of 
the  2l8t  instant  was  immediately  forwarded  to  Mr.  Webster,  and  that 
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I  am  now  authorized  to  con'fey  to  you  his  cheerful  concurrence  in  the 
arrangement  proposed. 

I  am,  si^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  W.  S.  DERRICK, 

Acting  Secretary* 

Hon.  W.  A.  Graham, 

Secretary  of  War  ad  interim* 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 

Lieta.  CoLj  4^.,  ^c. 


C. 

War  DEPARpiENT,  January  6,  1851. 

Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  James  D.  Graham,  of  the  corps  of  topo- 
graphical engineers,  having  been  assigned  to  duty  as  principal  astrono- 
mer and  head  of  tlie  scientific  corps,  on  the  part  of  ttie  United  States, 
for  the  joint  demarcation  of  the  boundary  under  the  treaty  of  Guada- 
lime  Hidalgo,  he  is  to  be  retained  in  the  direction  and  command  also 
of  the  work  committed  to  him  by  the  State  Department,  of  restoring 
by  reconstruction  the  maps  of  the  boundary,  under  the  treaty  of  WastH 
ington,  which  were  destroyed  by  fire  at  the  city  of  Washington  on  the 
night  of  the  17th  of  April,  1848;  for  the  accurate  and  prompt  comple- 
tion of  which  he  will  be  held  responsible,  this  being  in  accordance  with 
the  understanding  at  the  Departments  of  State,  War,  and  the  Interior, 
when  he  was  called  on  for  the  direction  of  the  scientific  operations  on 
our  side  upon  the  first-mentioned  work. 

Brevet  Lieut  Col.  Graham  will  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this 
order. 

C.  M.  CONRAD, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Col.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Commanding  Topographical  Corps^  Washington,  D.  C 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 

LietU.  CoLy  ^.,  ^. 


Colonel  Graham  to  Mr.  Bartlett. 

[  No.  27.  ]  Copper  Mines  op  Santa  Rita,         ^ 

August  14,  1851. 

Sir:  I  think  it  very  important  that  the  labors  of  Mr.  Moss,  especially 
since  the  date  of  his  last  report,  submitted  the  24th  of  December  last, 
should  be  made  profitable  to  the  government,  and  that  he  should  he 
allowed  to  take  with  him  to  Washmgtbn,  wU^teWmfoxm&^^sx^'^^^'^ 
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go,  the  minerals  and  fossils  he  has  collected  while  attached  to  the  bound- 
ary commission.  He  will  there  be  enabled  to  take  them  up  for  descrip- 
tion, in  aid  of  a  final  report  he  will  make,  to  be  considered  a  part  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  commission. 

I  jrespectfully  recommend  this  course  for  your  approval.  The  present 
is  certainly  the  best  opportunity  for  having  these  minerals,  &c.,  sent 
home.    Your  reply  to  this  proposition  will  very  much  oblige, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  Col.j  Principal  Astronomer  and  Head  of  S.  C* 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

United  States  Commissioner,  Sfc.,  S(t* 

P.  S. — ^I  have  addressed  a  note  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  recommending  that  Mr.  Moss  be  allowed  reasonable  time  to 
make  out  his  final  report. 

Very%espectfully, 

J  D.  GRAHAM, 


Mr.  Bartlett  to  Colonel  Graham. 

[No.  28. ]  Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  14,  1851, 

Sir:  The  party  which  has  been  preparing  for  several  daj^s  to  leave 
for  Santa  F6,  start  this  morning.  Mr.  Murphy  will  take  the  stage  at 
Santa  Fd  and  proceed  at  once  to  Washington,  and  will  be  bearer  of  any 
letters  or  documents  you  may  wish  to  send. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner* 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham,  Sfc.j  ^.,  ^. 


Cohnel  Graham  to  Mr.  Bartlett. 

[No.  29.]  Copper  Mines  op  Santa  Rita, 

August  14,  1851. 

i  Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  note  of  this  morning,  and  beg  leave 
to  say,  in  reply,  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  avail  myself  of  Mr. 
Murphy's  services  in  carrying  letters  io  Washington  for  me.  I  must 
await  your  answer  to  my  communication  of  last  evening;  and  I  avail 
myself  of  this  opportunity  to  say,  so  soon  as  I  am  recognised  and  re- 
ceived by  you  in  the  capacity  assigned  me  by  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent, which  was  fully  understood  and  concurred  in  by  his  cabinet, 
(full  proof  of  which  I  have  given  you,)  I  shall  be  prepared  to  enter  on 
my  proper  duties.  All  the  instruments,  both  astronomical  and  survey- 
ing, which  are  necessary  for  the  expedition  on  the  Gila,  have  been  in 
preparation  here  for  a  week  pajBt,  and  can  be  packed,  ready  for  trans- 
poitaXxoUf  ixx  twenty-foui  \xo\xe^  ^ei  \  ^sil  i%^<;^^^d^4a  coDfanoity 
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with  the  instructions  as  they  were  understood  by  the  above-mentioned 
authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  GRAHAM, 

Lieutenant  Colonel,  Head  of  the  Scieniific  Corps,  ^.,  Sfc. 
J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Commissioner,  Sfc,  ^.,  ^. 


Colonel  Graham  to  Mr.  Bartlett* 

[No.  30.]  C!oppER  Mixes  op  Santa  Rita, 

August  15,  1851.    • 

Sir:  I  have  deferred  answering  your  communication  of  the  12th 
inst.,  informing  me  of  Mr.  Gray's  "  memorandum  of  sifrveying  instru- 
ments which  he  will  require  for  his  duties  in  running,  tracmg,  and 
marking  the  boundary  line  along  the  Gila,"  because  I  hoped  you  would 
be  induced,  on  cool  reflection,  to  recognise  me  in  my  proper  position, 
and  thus  remove  every  difficulty  attending  this  question. 

You  are  fully  aware  that  it  is  only  as  "head  of  the  scientific  corps" 
that  I  can,  without  disobeying  my  mstructions,  dispose  of  these  instru- 
ments to  others,  for  use  on  the  hne ;  and  only  then  in  the  manner  di- 
rected in  those  instructions. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  upon  what  authority  it  is  that  Mr.  A.  B. 
Gray  takes  upon  himself  the  organization  of  surveying  parties,  and  the 
distribution  of  instruments  to  them,  when  he  is  fully  aware  that  these 
duties  have  been  especially  committed  to  others  by  the  proper  au- 
thority. If  he  has  any  authority  however,  for  his  proceedings  on  this 
subject,  and  you  or  he  will  show  it,  it  shall  be  acknowledged  and  re- 
spected. 

I  am  now  ready  to  have  turned  over  to  you,  upon  your  requisition 
upon  the  commissary  and  quartermaster,  subsistence  and  transportation 
for  yourself  and  Mr.  A.  B.  Gray,  and  the  persons  to  accompany  you, 
in  order  to  enable  you  to  meet  the  Mexican  commission,  and  thereby 
preserve  the  faith  of  our  government. 

But  T  cannot  recognise  any  of  the  heads  of  surveying  parties  until 
they  are  organized,  as  our  instructions  require,  nor  until  they  report  to 
me  for  instructions,  as  is  required  by  the  proper  authority  of  our  gov*- 
cmment. 

The  instruments  mentioned  in  your  le^r  of  the  12th  inst*  cannot 
be  issued  except  to  the  heads  of  parties  as  they  shall  report  to  me  for 
instructions.  1  have  no  right  to  give  up  public  property,  for  which  I 
am  responsible  to  my  government,  nor  to  allow  it  to  be  used,  except 
in  accordance  with  the  orders  I  am  obliged  to  obey.  I  cannot  subject 
myself  to  the  rebuke  of  being  unfaithful  to  the  trust«reposed  in  me.  I 
refer  you  to  the  last  paragraph  but  one  of  the  instructions  of  October 
23,  185G,  which  says: 

"  The  head  of  the  scientific  corps  will  have  the  custody  of  the  as- 
tronomical and  surveying  instruments  and  apparatus,  tor  whioh.  ba  ^v\L 
be  responsible  to  this  department;  and  b^e  wjJi  \>^  c\i^l^^^^^2^'^^^ 
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distribution  to  the  assistants  and  surveyors  as  be  may  deenf  necessary 
for  the  performance  of  their  duties — ^they  being  accountable  to  Irim  for 
the  same." 

When  the  authority  of  the  President  is  respected,  and  I  am  recog- 
nised in  my  proper  position  by  you,  I  shall  immediately  submit  a  list 
of  names,  and  proceed  to  co-operate  with  you  in  organizing  the  various 
astronomical  and  surveying  parties,  and  shall  take  care  that  they  are 

f)rovided  with  instruments  and  all  the  necessaiy  means  Sx  the  per- 
brmance  of  their  duties. 

I  can  take  no  part  in  what  is  going  on  in  direct  opposition  to  the  au- 
thprity  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

I  snail,  myself,  visit  General  Cond6,  at  his  camp,  as  I  wish  to  pay 
my  rgspects  to  him  and  my  friend  Mr.  Salazar ;  and  I  shall,  unofficisdly, 
•acquaint  these  gentlemen  with  the  internal  organization  which  the 
honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  by  authority  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  has  thought  proper  to  prescribe  for  the  scientific 
corps  on  our  side,  and  also  of  the  ample  supply  of  instruments  of  the 
best  kind,  both  astronomical  and  surveying,  which  I  have  prepared 
and  brought  out  here,  by  their  authority,  in  wder  that  ¥re  might  be  en- 
abled to  co-operate  with  them  in  bringing  the  survey  and  demarcation 
of  this  boundary  to  a  satisfactory  termination  in  the  shortest  time  prac- 
ticable. 

I  now  close  this  correspondence  with  you  on  this  subject  until  it  can 
be  referred  to  the  government  at  Washington. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.D.GRAHAM, 
Lieut.  Col.y  Principal  Astronomer ^  if  Head  of  the 

Scientific  Corps  on  the  part  of  the  U*  & 
J.  R.  Bartlett,  £s<j.,  # 

U.  S.  Commissioner^ 


Despatches  of  Commissionei'  Bartlett  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior^ 

[No.  1.]  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Indianola^  Texas^  August  31,  1S50. 

Sir  r  I  have  the  honor  to  repcwrt  that  I  arrived  here  on  the  30th  in- 
stant, and  found  the  commission,  which  bad  arrived  a  week  before 
me,  ii>  camp. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that,  with  the  exceptioD  of  a  slight 
indisposition  of  two  of  our  men,  caused  by  too  much  labor  in  the  sun, 
the  whole  party  attached  to  the  commission,  embracing  one  hundred 
and  ten  persons,  are  in  good  health.  The  labor  attending  the  discharge 
of  our  stores  and  wagons,  the  fitting  up  and  loadii^  of  the  same  for 
our  long  journey  at  a  season  of  the  year  when  sickness  is  more  preva- 
lent than  at  any  other,  has  thus  been  accomplished  without  injui^^  to 
our  party.  Ten  wagons  moved  for  the  interior  this  morning ;  the  re- 
mainder will  follow  immediately. 

One  death  has  occurred — Bichaxd  Sullivan,  the  servant  of  Captain 
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Southerland ;  he  was  sick  during  the  voyage,  and  his  death  is  attrib- 
uted to  improper,  indulgence. 

Mr.  M .  W,  T.  Chandler,  of  Philadelphia,  was  left  sick  at  New  Orleans. 
He  had  had  a  congestive  fever,  but  was  convalescent  when  we  left. 
We  expect  him  to  join  us  before  we  reach  San  Antonio. 

Two  of  our  mechanics,  from  Washington — W.  A.  Dorsett  and  T. 
H.  Phillips — ^have  been  entited  away  from  the  conmiission  by  the  offer 
of  higher  wa^es  than  they  received. 

N.  E.  Wortnington,  of  Washington,  laborer,  in  consequence  of  feeble 
health,  is  unable  to  continue  witn  the  conmiission.  I  have  thought  it 
best  for  him  to  return,  and  have  made  arrangements  for  him  to  leave 
to-day. 

I  regret  to  state  that,  on  my  arrival,  I  found  a  bad  state  of  feeling 
existing  between  the  United  States  officers,  the  engineers  of  our  party, 
and  the  mechanic  corps,  which  tended  greatly  to  interrupt  and  retard 
the  operations  of  the  commission.  A  report  was  made  to  me  by  the 
chief  officers  (a  copy  of  which  I  enclose)  that  it  was  necessary,  for 
the  harmony  of  the  expedition,  that  Mr.  Alonzo  Hyde,  of  Michiffan, 
wagon-master,  should  be  removed.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  for 
the  prevalence  of  order  in  the  camp,  I  felt  compelled  to  state  to  Mr* 
Hyde  that  his  services  were  no  longer  required. 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Hon.  M.  T.  McKenxox, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


[No.  2.]  Mexican  Bouxdary  Commission, 

Camp  Ewingj  IndiaTiola,  Texas^  Sept.  4,  1850. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  to  you  that,  with  the  advice  of 
the  United  States  topograjAical  engineers  attached  to  the  Mexican 
boundary  commission,  I  have  caused^o  oe  organized  a  party  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  chain  and  compass  survey,  and  of  carrying  a  line 
of  levels  to  determine  a  profile  of  the  route  from  this  point  to  El  Paso. 

The  various  engineers,  surveyois,  and  assistants  were  desirous  to 
enter  on  active  duty  as  soon  as  possible;  and,  as  we  shall  be  compelled 
t»  traverse  a  region  comparatively  unknown  in  order  to  reach  El  Paso, 
where  the  boundary  survey  begins,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  employ  the 
party  attached  to  the  commission  in  making  the  important  [survey] 
alluded  to. 

The  progress  of  the  boundary  commission  will  not  be  delayed  by 
the  duty.  The  surveying  party  has  already  got  into  the  field  on  its 
way  to  San  Antonio,  while  the  remainder  of  the  commission  will  be 
diilayed  many  days  before  it  can  move. 

The  accompanying  hst  will  show  the  names  of  the  parties  detailed 
for  the  survey  alluded  to. 

The  insufficiency  of  transportation  procured  by  the  quartermaster, 
3and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  horses,  mules,  and  oxen  at*  this  tixQfe^ 
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has  caused  a  great  delay  in  moving  our  trains.    Before  the  close  of 
the  week  I  hope  to  have  the  whole  party  off,  en  route  for  San  Antonio. 
With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT,  Commissioner. 
Hon.  M.  T.  McKennon, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior.  • 


Programme  of  the  party  for  making  a  survey  and  carrying  a  line  of  levels 
to  determine  a  profile  of  the  route  from  Matagorda  bay  to  El  Paso. 

Lieut.  A.  W.  Whipple,  United  States  topographical  engineer. 

John  Bull,  of  New  York,  principal  surve5^or. 

Thomas  Thompson,  Connecticut,  assistant. 

Malcolm  Seaton,  Dist.  Col.,  do. 

Thos.  W.  Jones,  Dist.  Col.,  do. 

Alex.  A.  Camp,  Florida,  do. 

A.  P.  Wilbar,  Maryland,  do. 

George  P.  Dirie,  New  Jersey,  do. 

Jas.  T.  Scott,  Maryland,  do. 

E.  A.  Phillips,  Massachusetts,  do.  * 

Wm.  White,  jr.,  Pennsylvania,         do. 

P.  B.  Maury,  Tennessee,  do. 

Wm.  Bausman,  Indiana,  do. 

C.  A.  Snowden,  Maryland,  do. 

A.  De  Vaudricourt,  Louisiana,  principal  draughtsman. 

J.  H.  Prioleau,  South  Carolina,  assistant. 

Aug.  De  Steinwehr,  Dist.  CoL,       do. 

Frank.  Wheaton,  Rhode  Island,     do. 

Thos.  F.  Moss,  Pennsylvania,  geologist. 

S.  P.  Sanford,  Rhode  Island,  assistant  to  geologist. 

George  Thurber,,  Rhode  Island,  botanist. 

H.  C.  Cranston,  Rhode  Island,  assistant  to  botanist. 

Lieut.  A.  W.  Whipple,  pyncmal  of  astronomical  and  magnetic  party. 

S.  H.  Ketdewell,  New  i  ork,Tnagnetic  and  meteorological  recorder. 

Eugene  Hesse,  District  Columbia,  do.  do. 

Henry  C.  Force,  do.,  first  assistant     do. 

James  Henning,  do.,  second    do        do. 

John  O.  Donoffhue,     do.,  third       do        do. 

Hugh  Campbell,  do.,  fourth     do        do.  * 

Martin  Johnson,  M.  D.,  do.,  surgeon. 

T.  T.  Briggs,  do.,  commissary. 

Five  laborers,  including  axeman  and  teamster;  one  cook. 

All  the  above  are  attacned  to  the  boundary  commission. 


[No.  3.]  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

San  Antonio,  Texas,  Sept.  29,  1S50. 

Sir:  I  have  tie  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  commission  reached 
Iwre  on  tJ^e  27th  instant,  and  is  now  encamped  about  two  miles  from 
the^town. 
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Our  progress  has  been  greatly  delayed  for  want  of  suflSeient  trans- 
portation. The  large  trains  fitted  out  for  New  Mexico  during  the  sum- 
mer, from  this  place,  have  taken  from  the  market  the  best  animals,  leaving 
for  us  the  inferior  ones,  or  those  in  a  wild  state,  which  require  much 
time  to  break  for  service. 

Applications  were  made  to  deliver  our  stores  at  El  Paso  on  the  same 
terms  paid  by  the  army,  viz:  fifteen  cents  per  pound.  This  I  found  to 
be  higher  than  it  would  cost  to  purchase  the  wagons  and  oxen,  and 
transport  them  ourselves. 

I  therefore  did  not  hesitate  to  purchase  the  necessary  teams,  which 
may  be  sold  on  our  arrival  at  Kl  j?aso,  and  thereby  greatly  reduce  the 
cost  of  transportation.  The  collection  of  these  teams,  procuring  team- 
sters, shoeing  our  mules  and  horses,  and  breaking  in  the  untamed 
mules,  have  retarded  our  progress  to  the  present  time. 

Although  the  weather  has  been  exceedingly  hot  during  our  journey 
from  the  coast,  it  has  been  attended  with  litde  sickness.  We  have 
now  one  man  dangerously  sick  with  fever,  and  three  recovering  from 
slight  attacks.  But,  although  we  have  been  fortunate  in  this  respect, 
we  have  not  escaped  other  disasters — a  brief  account  of  which  I  will 
now  relate: 

On  the  25th  instant,  when  encamped  for  the  night  near  some  Mexi- 
can ranchos,  on  the  banks  of  the  San  Antonio  river,  some  of  our  men 
were  engaged  in  picking  up  wood  for  their  fires,  near  the  camp. 
Among  the  persons  so  employed  was  a  teamster  by  the  name  of  Green, 
whom  the  quartermaster  had  employed  in  Texas. 

While  this  man  was  gathering  his  wood,  a  Mexican,  who  occupied 
the  rancho,  approached  and  ordered  him  ofi^ — at  the  same  time  drawing 
his  jack-knife  and  thrusting  it  towards  him.  Green  dropped  a  portion 
of  his  wood,  and  returned  to  his  fire  with  the  remainder.  He  then 
took  his  pistol  and  returned  to  the  spot  he  had  left,  for  more.  The 
same  Mexican  who  had  ordered  him  off  before  was  there  still,  and  ap- 
proached him  again  with  his  knife  open.  When  within  two  or  three 
feet,  Green  shot  him  through  the  breast — ^the  ball  entering  one  side 
and  coming  out  the  other. 

The  wounded  man  ran  to  his  rancho,  a  few  rods  distant,  and  fell 
before  he  had  reached  his  door. 

Our  physician.  Dr.  Bigelow,  was  immediately  in  attendance.  Dr. 
Webb,  the  secretary  of  the  commission,  was  also  present  in  a  few 
minutes.  The  wound  was  found  to  be  mortal,  and  the  man  died 
within  two  hours. 

I  immediately  caused  Green  to  be  arrested,  though  I  found  that, 
while  I  had  been  to  the  rancho  to  see  the  wounded  man,  he  had  been 
to  my  tent  to  confess  the  deed.  He  came  forward  to  my  tent  at  once, 
and  related  the  facts  as  previously  stated  by  me.  Two  witnesses  were 
brought  to  my  tent  and  examined  by  me,  whose  testimony  accorded 
with  what  I  have  related.  One  saw  the  deceased  advancing  towards 
the  teamster,  pointing  something  at  him ;  the  other's  testimony  accorded 
with  the  prisoner's  statement.  After  placing  Green  in  charge  of  a 
guard,  I  went  to  the  rancho  of  the  deceased  in  company  with  Lieuten- 
ant Whipple. 

After  being  introduced  to  the  family,  I  staled  \o>JcL'e«i^^KA\Si'?^^^ 
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friends  assembled  around  tbem,  what  our  party  was,  where  f5rom, 
and  its  objects ;  that  the  individual  who  had  caused  the  death  of  the 
man  before  us  was  not  a  member  of  the  commission,  but  was  a  Texan 
teamster,  employed  in  the  country  to  drive  a  wagon  to  San  Antonio; 
that  I,  as  well  as  every  member  of  the  commission,  regretted  the  com- 
mittal of  the  rash  act  which  had  deprived  them  of  a  husband,  a  father, 
'  and  a  son ;  that  Green,  the  author  of  it,  was  under  arrest,  and  would 
be  delivered  to  the  civil  authorities  in  San  Antonio  for  trial,  when 
justice  should  be  done ;  and,  that  if  I  could  render  them  any  service,  I 
would  gladly  do  so.  The  deceased  had  been  very  useful  to  our  party 
since  our  arrival  in  procuring  for  us  beef,  and  seemed  to  be  a  harmless 
and  well-disposed  man.  The  family  expressed  many  thanks  for  the 
interest  we  had  taken  in  them,  when  I  retired.  Afterwards  learning 
their  poverty ;  that  the  deceased  was  the  main  stay  of  a  large  femily, 
and  tnat  the  expense  attending  his  funeral  would  be  great,  I  gave  the 
father  of  the  deceased  one  hundred  dollars,  and  took  his  receipt  there- 
for. This  receipt  will  be  sent  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  with  my  vouchers, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  if  he  may  be  instructed  to  pass  it  to  my  credit. 

This  payment  seemed  necessary  on  other  accounts.  Large  numbers 
of  Mexicans  were  assembling  at  the  rancho  of  the  deceased,  and  there 
were  apprehensions  that  they  might  attack  our  camp.  Every  man  lay 
on  his  arms,  and  a  double  euard  was  posted  for  the  night.  Several  of 
•our  party,  including  Drs.  Bigelow  and  Webb,  were  with  the  family  at 
times  during  the  night,  administering  to  their  wants — all  of  which 
tended  to  remove  any  animosity  the  Mexicans  might  feel  towards  us. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  add,  that  during  the  evening,  before  the  guards 
had  been  posted,  and  while  every  one  in  the  camp  was  moving  about, 
the  prisoner  raised  the  back  of  the  tent,  unseen  by  the  guard  and  sev- 
eral others  who  were  sitting  near  the  entrance  of  the  guard  tent,  and, 
under  cover  of  the  darkness  of  the  night,  escaped.  A  horse  tied  to 
the  same  tent  was  missed  soon  after,  and  in  the  morning  we  found 
three  of  our  best  horses  had  been  stolen. 

I  have  now  another  case  of  a  more  dreadful  nature  to  relate  to  you — 
one  of  a  deUberate  murder  in  the  person  of  a  valuable  member  of  the 
commission,  which  took  place  yesterday  about  noon.  The  facts,  as  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  eficit  them,  are  briefly  these : 

In  the  midst  of  the  camp,  John  Tenant,  the  butcher  to  the  commis- 
sion, from  Washington,  and  Robert  Turner,  a  teamster,  of  Texas,  were 
seen  having  high  words.  The  latter,  it  appears,  had  taken  several  op- 
portunities to  lead  the  former  into  a  fight,  without  success ;  and  yes- 
terday, when  first  seen.  Tenant  was  heard  to  say  that  he  had  no  fears 
of  him  if  he  would  throw  away  his  weapons,  at  the  same  time  draw- 
ing his  knife  from  its  sheath  and  throwing  it  away. 

No  sooner  had  he  done  this  than  Turner  gave  him  several  severe 
kicks,  and  at  the  same  time  drew  his  long  Bowie  knife,  which  he 
plunged  into  the  side  of  Tenant,  causing  his  death  in  half  an  hour. 

The  murderer  sheathed  his  knife,  and,  rushing  from  the  scene,  seized 

.a  horse  which  stood  near.     In  another  moment  he  was  mounted,  and, 

riding  at  full  speed  into  a  thick  chaparral  near  by,  he  disappeared. 

The  whole  camp  was  immediately  in  motion ;  horses  were  saddled, 

and  a  number  of  men  started  Va  ||ip^^^^*   TL^afcdcflL^^^ralwfs  high  and 
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thick,  vet  the  pursuers,  regardless  of  the  datnger  and  difficulty  of  riding 
through  its  thorny  recesses,  dashed  on  and  soon  caught  sight  of 
the  object  of  their  pursuit.  In  a  short  time  the  two  foremost  of  the 
party — Mr.  Robert  E.  Mathews,  of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Weems, 
of  Virginia — succeeded  inreaching  Turner,  and,  presenting  their  pistols, 
oompelledjiim  to  surrender.  They  then  disarmed  him,  when  others 
of  the  pursuers  coming  up,  the  prisoner  was  carried  in  safety  to  the 
camp.  Great  credit  is  due  to  Messrs.  Weems  and  Mathews  for  their 
activity  and  courage  in  taking  the  murderer. 

A  detachment  from  the  engineer  corps  then  brought  their  prisoner 
to  me  in  San  Antonio,  and  I  placed  him  immediately  into  the  hands  of 
the  sheriff  of  the  county.  Soon  after  I  saw  him  lodged  in  the  jail  and 
.hand-cufied.  As  the  excitement  was  great,  both  at  our  camp  and  in 
.the  town,  and  the  prison  not  a  secure  one,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  de- 
tail a  guard  of  six  men  from  our  party  to  the  jail  for  the  night. 

This  morning  at  9  o'clock,  an  examination  of  the  prisoner  took  place 
before  the  mayor.  A  large  number  of  witnesses  have  been  examined, 
and  the  court  is  still  sitting.  The  ^cretary  of  the  commission  (Dr. 
Thomas  H.  Webb)  is  present  takin^otes  of  the  testimony,  a  copy  of 
which  I  will  endeavor  to  send  you  by  the  next  mail,  as  well  as  any  fur- 
ther facts  that  may  be  elicited.  - 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  most  obedient 
servant,  ^ 

JQHI^  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner* 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 

Washington. 


[No.  4.]  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

San  Antonio,  Texas,  October  8,  1850. 

Sir  :  The  long  and  tedious  delay  to  which  the  boundary  commission 
has  been  subjected,  in  waiting  for  the  necessary  transportation  to  be 
provided  by  the  quartermaster,  has  now  brought  us  so  near  to  the  first 
of  November,  the  period  agreed  upon  for  the  meeting  of  the  comrais-  ^ 
^ioners  at  El  Paso,  that  I  have  determined  to  Ipave  the  main  paity,  ta- 
king a  volunteer  escort  from  our  engineer  corps,  and  proceed  in  ad- 
vance to  that  place. 

Being  the  sole  disbursing  agent,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  leave 
the  commission  until  the  quartermaster  had  completed  his  purchsLses, 
and  the  bUls  had  been  settled. 

I  have  selected  eighteen- of  our  assistants  in  the  engineer  department 
as  my  escort.  These,  with  mechanics,  laborers,  cooks,  spies,  &c.,  will 
make  a  party  of  thuty-five  men.  These  will  be  mounted  and  well 
armed.  I  hope  to  start  to-morrow,  the  9th  instant,  via  Fredericksburg; 
and,  by  making  a  forced  march,  I  hope  to  reach  El  Paso  in  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  davs. 

The  main  bocly  of  the  commission  will  yet  be  detained  a  week  longer, 
and  will  probably  arrive  at  El .  Paso  about  thirty  days  later  than  the 
time  abov6  stated. 
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I  find  some  of  our  outfit  quite  useless,  which  it  will  be  necessary  to 
abandon  or  change.  Our  fifty  dragoon  saddles,  made  in  Washington, 
have  so  much  injured  the  backs  of  our  horses  that  they  cannot  be  used 
in  our  march,  and  must  be  sold  or  changed  for  others.  The  pack- 
saddles,  for  mule  transportation,  also  made  in  Washington,  are  not 
adapted  to  our  purposes,  and  must  be  abandoned.  All  these  things 
not  only  embarrass  me  much,  but  cause  delay. 

The  members  of  the  commission,  I  am  nappy  to  say,  continue  in 
good  health.  There  have  been  many  cases  ot  fever  and  complaints 
common  to  the  season  among  them,  but  they  have  yielded  to  medicine. 
It  is  a  universal  rule  that  the  most  temperate  enjoy  the  best  health. 

Thre6  persons  attached  to  the  commission,  finding  themselves  unable 
to  continue  the  journey,  have  left  for  Washington,  whence  they  came. 
Their  names  are  Lauriner  Cassady,  John  Hogan,  and  Wilfired  Young. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissianer. 


Secret ABT  of  the  Interi 


ERicm. 
WasMn, 


igtOTU 


[No.  5.]  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

San  Antonio^  Texas^  October  10,  1850. 

Sir:  As  my  requisitions  on  the  treasure,  to  pay  the  expenses  of  this 
commission,  have  been  large,  it  may  be  necessary  to  say  a  few  words 
in  explanation. 

My  requisitions  up  to  the  30th  September  amount  to  $66,695  87 ; 
vouchers  forwarded  to  the  Fifth  Auditor,  $58,396  94 ;  leaving  a  balance 
against  me  of  $8,298  93,  for  the  greater  part  of  which  sum  Messrs. 
Chubb  &  Schenck  hold  receipts  of  members  of  the  commission  for 
money  advanced  to  them. 

The  quartermaster's  department  of  expenditures  is  much  greater 
than  was  expected.  We  purchased  six  months'  supply  of  provisions 
for  one  hundred  men  in  New  York,  and  shall  take  with  us  from  this 
place  eighty  head  of  beef  cattle  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  oxen ; 
the  latter,  used  in  our  teams  now,  may  be  sold  or  converted  into  sub- 
sistence in  New  Mexico.  I  have  B^so  added  considerably  to  our  sup- 
plies here,  a^  we  shall  not  be  able  to  procure  them  from  New  York 
again  until  spring.  To  these  must  be  added  the  large  expenditure  for 
outfit,  the  pay  of  the  commission,  &c.,  and  the  large  amount  of  my  ex- 
penditures may  be  accounted  for.  '  v 

I  shall  probably  be  called  on  by  the  quartermaster  for  an  additional 
requisition  before  I  leave.  After  this,  I  can  make  no  more  drafts  until 
we  reach  El  Paso,  which  cannot  reach  the  treasury  before  Februaiy. 

With  high  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commis$umer. 

Secretary  op  the  Interior, 

FFcuhing^on. 
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[No.  6.]  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso,  New  Mexico,  Nove^er  14,  1850. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  at  tliis  place 
yesterday,  with  my  detachment  of  the  boundary  commission,  in  ad- 
vance of  the  main  body,  in  thirty-four  days  from  San  Antonio,  having 
been  detained  seven  days  on  the  route,  five  to  rest  and  forage  my  ani- 
mals, and  two  by  a  severe  snow-storm.  My  party,  I  am  happy  to  say, 
are  all  in  good  health ;  and  the  journey  is  considered  here  as  one  of 
the  most  successful  ever  made  from  San  Antonio  with  loaded  wagons. 

In  my  last  despatch  from  S^n  Antonio  I  advised  you  of  my  deter- 
mination to  leave  with  a  small  detachment  of  the  commission  in  ad- 
vance of  the  main  body.  This  course  seemed  necessary  in  order  that 
I  might  reach  El  Paso  as  near  the  first  of  November  as  possible — the 
day  on  which  I  was  required  to  meet  the  Mexican  commissioner.  The 
delay  to  which  I  had  been  subjected  in  waiting  for  the  quartermaster 
to  provide  the  means  of  transportation  urged  me  to  take  this  step.  I 
trust  that  my  course  may  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  department. 

I  accordingly  took  five  wagons  to  transport  the  subsistence,  bag- 
gage, ammunition,  tents,  and  camp  equipage  tor  my  party  and  corn 
for  my  animals,  another  spring-wagon,  or  ambulance,  for  the  sick,  or 
such  as,  from  any  contingency,  otherwise  might  be  obliged  to  walk,  and 
my  own  Rockaway  carnage.  To  these  I  added  at  Fredericksburgh 
another  wagon  ana  six  extra  mules  exclusively  to  carry  corn,  making 
altogether  eight  wagons  with  thirty-nine  mules. 

My  party  consisted  of  eighteen  young  men,  assistants  to  the  en- 
gineers, five  mechanics,  three  scouts  and  hunters,  four  laborers  and 
cooks.  Dr.  Webb,  secretary  to  the  commission,  and  myself.  These, 
\vith  eight  teamsters,  made  up  forty  men. 

I  was  advised  to  take  the  northern  route,  which,  though  little  known, 
was  believed  to  furnish  more  grass  and  water  than  the  southern. 
Having  determined  on  taking  this,  I  made  endeavors  to  procure  a 
guide  in  San  Antonio  who  was  familiar  with  this  route,  without  suc- 
cess. As  a  last  resort,  I  secured  the  services  of  a  teamster  who  had 
once  been  through,  but  who,  on  trial,  proved  td  know  nothing  of  the 
route,  nor  to  be  of  the  least  service. 

Notwithstanding  my  disappointment  in  not  obtaining  a  competent 
guide,  I  determined  to  undertake  the  journey.  Twenty-five  of  the 
party  were  mounted  on  mules  or  horses,  and  well  armed.  We  felt 
Mly  able  successfully  to  compete  with  any  force  the  hostile  Indians 
ftght  bring  against  us;  and  with  this  feeling  we  left  our  camp  at  San 
Antonio  on  the  11th  of  October.  At  Fredericksburgh,  seventy  miles 
from  our  starling  point,  we  were  detained  two  days  in  procuring  corn 
and  other  supplies,  at  the  same  time  giving  our  animals  rest,  as  the 
road  had  been  exceedingly  bad.  I  was  here  advised  to  leave  the 
road  travelled  by  emigrants  ten  miles  south  of  the  San  Saba  river, 
strike  across  to  the  north  fork  of  Brady's  creek,  and  from  thence  fol- 
low a  course  due  west  to  the  Concho — a  branch  of  the  Colorado  river. 
This  route  I  was  told  would  lead  us  to  befter  grass  for  our  animals, 
as  well  as  to  more  water.  I  followed  this  advice,  struck  off  the  main 
road,  and  for  eighth  days  traversed  a  region  without  a  road  or  guide 
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excepting  my  compass  and  maps^  We  occasionally  crossed  the  track 
of  Lieut.  Bryaiwwho  a  year  or  two  since  had  passed  over  pjortions  of 
the  same  route.  ^We  made  very  good  progress  in  this  portion  of  our 

{'ourney,  though  we  found  the  grass  very  poor,  the  whole  country 
laving  been  burned  over.  Our  apimals  suffered  much  for  the  want  of 
forage ;  and  it  was  not  until  we  reached  Lipan  creek  that  we  found 
good  grazing.     Here  we  stopped  to  rest  pur  animals. 

At  our  encampment  we  had  a  visit  from  Chiketo  and  Chipotah,  the 
principal  chiefs  of  the  Lipan  Lidians,  with  a  small  party  of  their  tribe. 
They  seemed  well-disposed,  and  remained  with  us  over  night*  I 
made  the  chiefs  liberal  offers  to  accompany  me  to  El  Paso,  but  their 
fears  of  the  Camanches  were  such  that  nothing  would  induce  them  to 
accompany  us. 

Continuing  our  journey,  we  struck  the  emigrant  road  on  the  banks 
of  the  Concho,  and  followed  it  to  its  source ;  thence  across  the  "Jor- 
nada "  of  sixty-five  miles,  without  water,  to  the  Pecos  or  Puerco  river. 
Here  we  rested  a  day  and  a  halfi  and  crossed  that  stream.  Thence 
our  course  was  along  the  Pecos,  one  hundred  and  fourteen  miles,  to 
Delanan  or  Savin  creek.  At  our  first  encampment  on  this  stream  we 
were  overtaken  by  a  norther^  accompanied  by  a  severe  snow-storm, 
which  lasted  two  days,  and  completely  stopped  our  progress.  As  I 
had  only  taken  provisions  for  a  limited  period,  and  my  animals  mani- 
fested signs  of  weakness,  I  began  to  feel  alarm  for  our  safety  in  case 
the  storm  should  continue.  We  were  then  about  one  hundred  and 
sixty  miles  from  El  Paso.  I  determined,  therefore,  to  despatch  four 
of  my  party  to  El  Paso. at  once,  with  orders  to  procure  ten  mules  and 
a  supply  of  provisions.  Messrs^  Thurber,  Moss,  Weems,  and  a  team- 
ster, made  this  party,  leaving  our  camp  in  the  midst  of  the  storm. 
When  the  storm  ceased  we  continued  our  journey ;  but  the  cold 
weather  produced  a  serious  effect  upon  our  animals,  and  they  began  to 
give  out.  We  now  made  but  Uttle  progiess,  and  I  became  alarmed 
about  our  provisions,  besides  the  rapid  sinking  of  our  animals. 

In  this  emergency  I  determined  to  take  six  men,  whose  animals  were 
sound,  and  who,  at  the  same  time,  were  capable  of  enduring  fatigue, 
and,  with  Dr.  Webb  in  my  carriage,  proceed  with  all  speed  to  El  Pasa 
I  accordingly  left,  taking  in  my  carriage  a  scanty  allowance  of  pro- 
visions for  five  days,  consisting  of  hard  bread  ana  pork,  accompanied 
by  the  following  gentlemen,  assistants  in  the  engineer  corps,  on  horse- 
back: Ctement  Young,  Robt.  E.  Mathews,  Thos.  Thompson,  J.  C.  Cre- 
mony,  A.  P.  Wilbar,  Robt.  C.  Murphy,  assistant  secretary.  Dr.  Tho^ 
H.  Webb,  secretary,  and  myself.  These,  with  my  carriage-driver, 
made  a  party  of  nine  persons.  • 

The  first  day  we  made  thirty-five  miles.  The  second,  passed  the 
Guadalupe  mountain  and  pass,  and  at  night  reached  a  small  pond 
thirty-ei^ht  miles  from  our  encampment.  Here  we  found  encamped  a 
lar^e  tram  of  wagons,  with  government  stores  from  Indianola  to  El  Pasa 
This  train  left  San  Antonio  in  June,  and  had  been  detained  at  this 
place  for  fifty-six  days,  uriltble  to  proceed  for  the  want  of  water  be- 
tween there  and  El  Paso,  a  distance  of  about  ninety  miles.  I  procured 
from  Mr.  Piercy,  the  conductor  of  the  train,  the  prowions  I  wanted  for 
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my  train,  and  sent  them  immediately  in  charge  of  one  of  our  men,  with 
a  wagon  accompanied  by  two  of  Mr.  Piercy's  men.  The  next  morning 
I  left  with  mv  party,  and  encamped  without  finding  water;  travelling 
about  thirty-three  miles.  The  succeeding  day  brought  us  to  the  Waco 
pass  and  mountain,  where  we  found  water  in  the  rocks.  Here  we  met 
Messrs.  Thurber  and  Weems  returning  to  the  eiid  of  our  train  with  ten 
mules  and  two  men,  which  had  been  promptly  furnished  us  by  Major 
Van  Home,  conmiander  of  the  post.  We  encamped  together;  and  yes- 
terday my  party  reached  El  Paso,  being  five  days  from  the  time  I  left 
our  party  and  train. 

As  our  animals  showed  great  fatigue  when  I  left  them,  I  sent  word 
back  advising  the  train  to  stop  a  day  or  two  to  recruit  them  at  the  Gua- 
dalupe pass,  where  the  grass  was  excellent  and  the  water  abundant* 
If  they  stop,  it  may  be  five  or  six  days  before  they  reach  here. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  whole  party  have  enjoyed  good  health 
during  our  rapid  and  fatiguing  journey,  not  one  being  seriously  sick. 
Considering  the  number  of  my  animals,  and  my  forced  march  through 
a  region  infested  by  hostile  Indians,  I  was  fortunate  in  losing  so  few. 
Four  piules  were  stolen  one  night  by  the  Indians,  one  sunk  witn  fatigue 
on  the  "Jornada,"  and  a  third  broke  down  on  the  Pecos  and  was  un- 
able to  follow ;  making  a  total  loss  of  six  mules.  The  best  horse  in  our 
party  was  stolen  one  night  whUe  in  the  Camanche  country,  and  another 
sunk  with  fatigue  when  near  our  journey's  end. 

We  have  been  hospitably  received  by  Major  Van  Home  and  the  of- 
ficers of  the  post ;  and  everything  in  their  power  to  furnish  has  been 
tendered  us.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  accommodations  are  exceedingly 
limited  here,  and  that  we  shall  be  compelled  to  live  in  tents  during  the 
winter,  or  until  the  several  parties  take  the  field.  I  can  find  but  one 
small  unoccupied  room,  in  a  mud-built  house,  which  I  have  hired  at  $60 
per  month.  The  rest  of  my  party  are  accommodated  temporarily  in 
the  garrison,  through  the  kindness  of  Major  Van  Home. 

This  morning  Seflor  Cond6,  commandant  of  El  Paso,  called  on  me, 
and  stated  that  his  brother.  General  Cond^,  the  Mexican  commissioner, 
was  in  Chihuahua  on  his  way  to  El  Paso,  and  would  probably  reach 
here  before  the  end  of  the  present  month.  He  will,  at  my  request, 
despatch  an  express  to  him  this  evening,  announcing  my  arrival  and 
readiness  to  proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Gray,  principal  surveyor  of  the  commission,  has  not  yet 
arrived ;  nor  has  any  information  been  received  from  him  or  his  party, 
expected  from  the  Gila. 

As  soon  as  General  Cond6  arrives,  I  shall  at  once  proceed^to  the 
business  of  the  commission ;  and,  in  order  to  be  in  readiness,  shall  set 
out  to-morrow  to  examine  the  topography  of  the  country  north  of  El 
Paso,  with  a  view  of  selecting  a  point  for  the  southern  boundary  of 
New  Mexico  on  the  Rio  Grande. 

Before  closing,  I  should  do  injustice  to  those  who  accompanied  me 
from  San  Antonio  not  to  speak  of  the  untiring  zeal,  energy,  and  courage 
shown  by  them  all  in  our  arduous  and  hazardous  journey.  To  their 
good  conduct  throughout,  their  readiness  at  all  times  to  do  duty,  whether 
on  guard  at  night  in  an  enemy's  country  or  in  aiding  in  various  ways 
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to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  expedition,  I  am  indebted  ior  our  success- 
ful journey. 

The  main  body  of  the  commission  was  to  leave  San  Antonio  four 
days  after  me,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  McClellan,  with  an  es- 
cort of  one  hundred  and  forty  soldiers  under  Colonel  Craig.  This  por- 
tion of  the  train  has  the  advantage  of  an  abundance  of  provisions,  a 
large  number  of  extra  mules,  experienced  guides,  wagon-masters,  quar- 
termaster, &c.  These,  with  the  long  experience  of  Colonel  McClellan, 
give  me  reason  to  hope  that  he  will  make  an  expeditious  journey,  and 
reach  here  in  safety  with  the  train. 

I  have  drawn  up  a  brief  journal  of  my  route,  which  I  will  have  the 
pleasure  to  forward  by  next  mail.  As  no  account  has  yet  been  pub- 
lished of  this  route,  it  may  contain  some  facts  useful  to  emigrants. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Secret AKT  of  the  Interior, 

Washington. 


[No.  7.]  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso  del  Norte^  November  21,  1S50. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  a  letter  on  the  14th  instant, 
announcing  my  safe  arrival  with  the  advanced  party  of  the  boundary 
commission.  An  opportunity  to  send  direct  to  San  Antonio  occurs  to- 
day, and  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  forward  a  duplicate  of 
the  despatch  refeired  to,  as  it  will  doubdess  reach  you  earlier. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  remainder  of  my  party,  which 
I  left  near  the  Guadalupe  pass,  reached  here  five  days  after  me,  by 
the  aid  of  the  mules  sent  to  them,  and  that  all  are  in  good  health. 

I  find  it  utterly  impossible  to  procure  quarters  for  any  portion  of  the 
commission  here,  not  even  for  the  oflicers,  and  that  we  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  take  up  our  winter  quarters  in  camp.  I  trust,  however,  that 
the  Mexican  commissioner  may  reach  here  soon,  so  that  the  prelimina- 
ries may  be  settled  and  the  sur\'e3^ing  parties  sent  into  the  field. 

IVovisions  and  forage  are  extremely  high  here ;  flour  S22  a  barrel, 
cprn  $2  60  a  bushel,  hay  $50  a  ton,  and  all  other  articles  in  propor- 
tion. Potatoes  are  not  raised,  and  the  only  vegetables  to  be  procured 
.  are  punlpkins,  onions,  and  beans,  all  of  which  are  held  at  hign  prices. 
The  cost  of  subsistence,  therefore,  will  be  much  beyond  my  estimate. 
I  purchased  in  San  Antonio  a  number  of  beeves  at  a  low  price.  If 
they  reach  here  in  safety  they  will  supply  us  with  fresh  meat  for  six 
months,  but  the  delay  of  a  few  weeks  on  the  route  will  cause  numbers 
to  perish. 

I  was  desirous  to  send  for  your  guidance  an  estimate  of  our  expenses 

for  the  coming  year,  and  regret  my  inability  to  do  so  at  this  time, 

as  the  quartermaster  has  not  furnished  me  his  accounts.     The  high 

price  of  mules  and  horses,  of  provisions,  forage,  and  transportation, 

necessary  to  carjy  on  the  vanou^  ob^^^cta  embraced  in1i|y  instructions, 
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lead  me  to  believe  that  an  appropriation  of  $150,000  for  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  30th  of  June,  1852,  will  be  required. 

With  Wgh  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT,  Ckmrnissioner. 

To  the  SAcretart  of  the  Interior. 


N.  B. — ^As  our  six  months*  supply  of  provisions  will  soon  be  ex- 
hausted, I  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  order  a  further 
*  supply.  Enclosed  is  a  memorandum  of  articles  necessary  for  subsist- 
ence, including  those  usually  denominated  medical  stores.  This  list  I 
reouest  may  be  approved  and  forwarded  to  Messrs.  Atwater,  Mulford, 
&  a3o.,  merchants.  New  York,  the  house  which  furnished  our  first 
suppUcs,  with  the  accompan3ring  letter,  so  that  they  may  be  paid  with- 
out the  necessity  of  sending  their  bill  to  me. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  make  arrangements  for  the  transportation  of 
our  stores  from  Indlanola  to  this  place,  without  sending  an  agent  for  the 
purpose.  I  shall  be  glad,  therefore,  to  have  instructions  sent  to  the 
quartermaster  at  Indianola,  directing  him  to  receive  the  stores  of  the 
boundary  commission,  and  forward  them  to  El  Paso,  with  the  govern- 
ment stores,  I  paying  the  same  expenses  for  the  transportation  of  the 
same  as  are  paid  by  governiiient. 

J.  R.  B. 


El  Paso,  November  18,  1850. 

I  certify  that  the  articles  mentioned  below  are  required  on  account 
of  the  Mexican  boundary  commission,  for  the  subsistence  of  the  partv. 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

100  barrels  of  pilot  bread. 
60  half-barrels  of  mess  pork. 
11        do.  smoked  hams. 

17         do.    .  rice. 

16        do.  Rio  coffee. 

16        do.  Porto  Rico  sugar. 

•10  barrels  whiskey. 
6  boxes  Adams's  candles. 
10  kegs  pickled  cucumbers  and  onions— 5  each. 
10  boxes  hard  soap. 
4  half-barrels  table  salt 
2  barrels  white  beans. 

1  do.    peas,  best  quality. 

4  half-barrels  soda  biscuit,  in  tin  boxes. 

4  do.         butter  crackers. 
•100  boxes  sardines,  (lb.  boxes.) 

2  doz^n  bottles  pepper-sauce. 

5  boxes  tomato  catsup. 

4  barrels  best  quality  smokedtiams.  ^ 

2S 
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6  barrels  crushed  sugar. 

1  box  each  of  mustard  and  pepper. 

1  lb.  nutmegs — alspice. 

6  boxes  codfish,  (small  boxes,  as  before*) 
10    do.    pineapple  cheese. 

6  best  cheeses,  in  separate  boxes. 
20  kits  pickled  salmon. 

2  boxes  French  chocolate. 

4  dozen  tomato  and  apple  sauce,  in  tin  cases,  (largest.) 
•4    do.    preserved  fnuts,  in  jars  and  bottles. 
10  boxes  best  smoked  herrings. 

2    do.    maccaroni. 

1  do.    vermicilli. 

2  half-chests  black  tea,  at  62  J  cents  per  lb. 
2       do.         green    "    at  66        "         " 

2       do.  black    "    at  45  to  50  cents  per  lb. 

•60  gallons  brandy,  in  ten-gallon  kegs,  iron  hooped — ($2  50.) 
•100     do.     claret  wine,  in  small  casks  or  ten-gallon  kegs. 
•60     do.      sherry  wine,         "  *     "        '•  "         *• 

•30    do.      Port  wine,  "         "        *•         "         ** 

•6  dozen  Port  wine,  in  bottles. 
♦6    do.    Madeira         " 
♦30  gallons  of  Madeira  wine,  in  kegs  of  ten  gallons  each. 
♦2  dozen  hock. 
♦2    do.    maraschino. 
♦2    do.    olive  oil,  (Bordeaux.) 
[The  articles  in  this  list  marked  with  an  asterisk  (•)  were  counter- 
manded by  Mr.  Bartlett,  in  a  letter  to  me,  received  a  few  days  subse- 
quent to  the  reception  of  this.] 

D.  C.  GODDARD. 


[  No.  8.  ]  Mexican  Bottndakt  Commissiox, 

El  Paso  del  Norte j  Texas,  December  18,  1860. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  14th  of  November,  an- 
nouncing my  arrival  here  with  a  portion  of  the  commission;  and  on 
the  21st  sent  another  despatch,  via  San  Antonio,  with  a  duplicate  of 
the  one  of  the  14th. 

On  the  9th  instant,  a  portion  of  our  train  of  wagons,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  McClellan,  arrived  at  San  Elizario,  twenty- 
five  miles  below  this  place.  This  consisted  of  twenty  mule  team?, 
with  baggage  and  instruments,  exclusively  belonging  to  the  commission. 
The  wagons  and  carts,  drawn  by  oxen,  thirty-five  m  number,  contain- 
ing all  our  provisions,  and  nearly  all  our  beef-cattle,  were  left  behind, 
on  the  San  Pedro  river,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Wakeman,  the  wagon- 
master,  an  experienced  and  energetic  man.  Ten  of  the  young  men 
attached  to  the  engineer  corps  were  ordered  to  remain  with  the  train, 
viz :  Messrs.  Keller,  Houston,  Bausman,  Griffin,  Scott^  Nias,  Yerbv, 
Espjy  Maury,  and  Dr.  Johnson.  Mr.  Griffin  has  since  jomed  the 
party  at  Saif  Elizario.    1  aja  Mu^^^Xa  twmsU  you  with  the  reasops  for 
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'  leaving  so  important  a  part  of  our  train  behind,  as  neither  Colonel  Mc- 
Clellan  nor  Quartermaster  Myer  has  given  me  his  reasons  in  writing 
for  so  doing.  The  whole  party,  I  am  happy  to  say,  with  the  exceptioti 
of  Colonel  McClellan,  enjoyed  excellent  health  during  the  march,  and 
continue  to  do  so.     The  Colonel  is  still  quite  ill. 

General  Cond^,  the  commissioner  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  with  his  corps 
of  engineers,  reached  El  Paso  on  the  1st  of  December.  The  next  day  he 
addressed  me  a  note,  announcing  his  arrival  and  readiness  to  proceed  to 
business.  I  paid  my  respects  to  him  two  hours  after,  and  appointed  the 
first  meeting  of  the  joint  commission,  with  the  General's  consent,  for 
the  following  day,  the  3d  of  December,  at  my  quarters.  We  agreed 
that  our  meetings  should  be  held  alternately  at  th^quartersof  the  Mex- 
ican conunission,  at  £1  Paso,  and  the  United  States  commission,  on 
the  American  side. 

On  the  3d  instant,  the  first  meeting  took  place.     There  were  present 
on  the  part  of  Mexico,  General  Pedro  Garcia  Cond^,  commissioner ;  t 
Sefior  Augustine  Cond 6,  secretary;  and  Sefior  Iturbide,  interpreter:  on   ^ 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  John  R.  Bartlelt,  commissioner;  Thomas 
H.  Webb,  secretary;  and  John  C.  Cremony,  interpreter.     Our  first 
business  was  to  agree  on  preliminaries,  the  manner  ol  holding  meetings, 
and  of  keeping  our  journals.^     The  journals  of  the  commission,  up  to 
this  time,  consist  merely  of  agreements  as  to  questions  which  had  been 
discussed.      It  appeared  to  me  that  these  were  insuflScient;  I  accord- 
ingly stated  that  it  was  my  desire  and  intention  to  keep  a  "  full  and  cir- 
cumstantial record  of  the  proceedings  of  ihe  commission,"  agreeable 
to  my  instructions;  in  which  opinion  General  Conde  coincided.      Our  . 
journals,  therefore,  will  be  kept  in  the  fullest  manner,  both  in  EngUsh 
and  in  Spanish. 

The  joint  commission  has  now  met  four  times.  Some  of  our  meetings 
were  postponed,  as  the  Rio  Grande  was  impassable  on  account  of  the 
ice,  or  we  might  have  been  enabled  to  have  made  further  progress  in 
the  discussions  before  us.  To  give  you  a  detailed  account  of  this  stage 
of  tffie  discussion  would  be  impossible.  I  will  therefore  state,  in  brief, 
the  present  position  of  the  commission. 

The  main  point  to  be  decided,  agreeable  to  the  5th  article  of  the 
treaty,  is  that  relating  to  the  southern  boundary  line  of  New  Mexicp- 
The  initial  point,  which  is  where  the  Rio  Grande  strikes  the  southern 
line,  is  easily  settled,  as  I  am  strictly  confined  to  a  particular  maip. 
From  this  point,  the  article  referred  to  declares  that  '*  the  hne  shall  con- 
tinue westwardly  along  the  whole  southern  line  of  New  Mexico  (which 
runs  north  of  th^  town  called  Paso)  to  its  western  termination,"  &c. 
This  clause  is  surrounded  with  many  difficulties.  The  Mexican  com- 
missioner proposed  fixing  the  western  extremity  of  the  southern  line  by 
taking  its  longitude.  This  1  could  not  consent  to,  inasmuch  as  this 
point,  when  placed  in  its  position  on  a  correct  map,  would  give  the 
United  States  but  half  a  degree  of  southern  boundary  for  New  Mexico, 
instead  of  three  degrees,  or  "  the  whole  southern  boundary,"  according 
to  the  treaty  map.  General  Conde  was  desirous  to  fix  the  initial  point 
first,  which,  according  to  the  map  that  governs  us,  is  about  32°  20'  north 
latitude.  J  assented  to  this,  and  expressed  my  willingness  to  have  this 
fixed,  if  he,  at  the  saiQie  time,  woula  asaeut  to  th^\]bi^  ^^'gt^^^Vpiss^^^x 
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less)  of  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico,  beine  aDowed.  I  insisted 
that  they  must  go  together.  General  Cond^  exhibited  a  map  on  which 
'he  traced  what  he  supposed  would  be  the  boundary  west  of  the  Rio 
Grande.  Such  a  boundary  would  deprive  the  United  States  of  three- 
quarters  of  the  territory  strictly  belonging  to  us.  General  Cond6  said 
that  he  had  instructions  from  his  government  what  to  claim.  I  protest- 
ed against  this  view  of  the  matter,  and  said  that  my  only  instructions 
were  the  treaty,  and  the  treaty  map  (i.  e.  Distumell's  map)  of  1847; 
that,  corrector  incorrect,  I  must  be  governed  by  this  alone. 

This  discussion  has  occupied  much  of  our  time,  and  I  finally  pro- 
posed that  each  should  present  a  written  argument  on  the  case. 

There  are  othe^  difficulties  connected  with  the  starting  or  initial 
point  on  the  Rio  Grande.  In  the  first  place,  it  was  doubtless  the  inten- 
tion of  the  commissioners  who  fi-amed  the  treaty  of  peace,  that  the 
southern  boundary  line  of  New  Mexico  should  pass  near  the  town  of 
£1  Paso,  as  it  appears  by  DisturnelPs  map.  But  that  town,  instead 
of  being  just  soutn  of  the  boundary  line,  and  above  the  32^  of  north 
latitude,  is,  in  reality,  in  31°  45'  north  latitude,  or  more  than  thirty 
miles  out  of  its  true  position.  Notwithstanding  these  difficulties, 
as  the  Mexican  commissioner  expresses  an  earnest  desire  that  we 
should  agree,  I  beUeve  that  we  shall  y^t  be  able  to  settle  the  matter 
by  mutual  concessions. 

No  time  will  be  lost  by  the  discussions  of  the  joint  commission. 
Lieutenant  Whipple  is  busily  employed  in  setting  up  his  astronomical 
observatory ;  and,  as  soon  as  it  is  completed,  he  will  commence  oper- 
ations. I  have  also  given  directions  for  the  organization  of  a  party,  to 
st^  as  soon  as  our  animals  are  in  a  fit  condition,  and  other  necessary 
matters  can  be  arranged,  to  make  a  reconnaissance  of  the  country 
between  this  place  and  the  headwaters  of  the  Gila,  as  far  as  the  Cop- 
per Mines.  It  will  probably  be  three  weeks  before  this  party  leaves. 
At  the  same  time,  I  shall  send  a  supply  of  provisions  and  forage  to  the 
Copper  Mines.  This  will  be  our  first  depot.  Colonel  Craig,  wi|h  the 
escort,  will  likewise  form  a  depot  there  for  his  men  and  animals. 

In  sending  out  this,  our  first  party,  for  active  duty,  I  shall  be  gov- 
erned by  the  weather.  It  is  now  pleasant,  and  parties  may  do  well 
in  the  field.  But  the  weather  has  been  exceedmgly  cold  since  our 
arrival,  and  a  return  of  it  would  render  field-work  impossible.  As  an 
evidence  of  the  cold,  I  will  state,  that  during  several  days  the  mercury 
stood  below  twenty  degrees  of  Fahrenheit,  smking  as  low  as  six  degrees. 
The  Rio  Grande  was  impassable  on  account  of  the  ice,  and  fifty 
miles  below,  persons  walked  across  the  smaller  ban6h  of  the  river.  A 
great  desire  is  manifested  by  our  engineers  for  active  duty ;  and,  if 
3ie  weather  permits,  all  will  be  at  work  in  a  short  time. 

Lieutenant  Whipple  is  employing  the  party  which  was  engaged  on 
the  survey  between  Indianola  and  El  Paso  in  making  up  their  report 
This,  when  completed,  will  be  transmitted  to  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  and  will,  I  trust,  prove  a  valuable  document.  The  party  em- 
ployed kept  pace  with  the  train,  and  did  not  retard  its  movements  an 
9iour« 

As  I  stated  in  my  last,  I  shall  be  much  embarrassed  %,  the  exorbi- 
^aat  prices  demanded  Vera  fox  igitONSavoua  ^s^  for^^.  ^here  is  no 
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grass  within  twenty-five  miles,  and,  where  found,  it  is  very  poor.   Com 
must,  therefore,  be  fed  to  our  animals,  which  costs,  here,  $8  50  the    t 
fanega,  or  about  $2  76  per  bushel.     This  is  the  contract  price  paid 
by  the  government ;  but  I  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  procure  our 

Ksent  supplies  at  $6  50  the  fanega.  Flour  I  shall  be  able  to  procure 
e,  but  everything  else  must  come  from  the  United  States.  1  there- 
fore propose  sending  the  commissary  to  New  Orleans,  to  supply  our 
immediate  wants;  after  which  he  will  proceed  to  Washington  with 
despatches,  and  thence  to  New  York  to  make  purchases  of  provisions, 
to  reach  here  by  next  fall,  for  our  winter's  supply.  He  will  take  a  por- 
tion of  our  train  of  wagons,  and  leave  as  soon  as  the  mules  are  in  a  fit 
condition  for  the  journey. 

Your  despatches  of  the  18th  September  and  10th  of  October,  and 
one  without  date,  probably  the  lllh  October,  with  enclosures,  were 
received  on  the  28tn  of  November,  being  sent  by  an  express  fix>m  our 
train  (then  two  hundred  miles  oflf)  which  had  the  mail  firom  San  An- 
tonio. By  your  instructions  of  October  — ,  I  was  "  directed  to  take  meas- 
ures to  cause  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  McClellan,  United  States  ^ 
topographical  engineers,  now  attached  to  the  boundary  survey  as  chief 
astronomer,  to  return  and  report  himselP'  to  the  Department  of  the 
Interior.  I  was  further  directed  to  effect  this  object  "in  such  manner 
as  to  wound  as  little  as  possible  the  high-toned  and  gentlemanly  corps 
of  which  he  is  a  member;"  and,  "thefefore,  to  permit  him  to  leave  on 
the  score  of  his  illness." 

In  compliance  with  my  orders,  I  addressed  Colonel  McClellan,  on 
the  4th  of  December,  a  friendly  letter,  stating  my  orders  from  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior,  and  giving  him  an  opportunity  to  resign  his 
place  and  return  to  Washington,  telling  him,  at  the  same  time,  what 
the  alternative  would  be.  He  repHed  on  the  9th,  or  soon  after  his 
arrival  at  San  Elizario,  stating  that,  until  he  knew  the  charges  and  spe- 
cifications against  him,  by  whom  preferred,  and  the  names  and  resi- 
dences of  witnesses  to  substantiate  them,  he  could  not  reply  fully  to 
my  note;  and  even  then,  his  course  would  not  be  determined  on  until 
he  was  furnished  with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Secretary  Stuart's  instructions  to 
me,  &c. 

To  this  I  replied  on  the  10th,  informing  him  that  I  had  received  no 
copy  of  the  charges  alluded  to,  or  any  particulars  relating  to  them ; 
that  he  had  "no  right  to  demand  a  copy  of  Mr.  Secretary  Stuart's 
letter  to  me,"  &c.  I  again  requested  an  immediate  and  definite  reply 
to  my  proposition. 

Not  receiving  any  reply,  I  complied  with  your  orders  on  the  16th 
instant,  officially  making  known  to  Colonel  McClellan  that  '*  a  report 
had  been  lodged  against  him  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior  for 
habkual  drunkenness^  and  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentlemany^ 
and  that  his  connexion  with  the  boundary  commission  had  ceasedr 
Copies  of  these  several  letters  accompany  this. 

At  the  same  time,  I  notified  Lieutenant  Whipple  that  the  duties  of 
chief  astronomer  were  temporarily  assigned  to  him  "until  the  arrival  of 
the  officer  to  whom  the  office  will  be  assigned  by  the  department.'* 

I  observed,  at  the  commencement  of  this  letter,  that  the  commission 
was  chiefly  at  Sian  Elizario.    Finding  it  \mpoaa\b\e  Vo  c}tiv.^\x  Q^^e^xN^w. 
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at  El  Paso,  even  for  the  officers,  I  engaged  a  sufficiency  for  the  whole ' 
•  party  at  Socorro,  a  town  about  eignteen  miles  below.  Lieutenant 
Whipple  preferred  remaining  at  San  Elizario,  six  miles  below  Socorro, 
with  nis  astronomical  party,  where  he  would  be  more  retired.  He 
remains  there  at  present.  My  duties  require  me  here,  where  I  shall 
remain  until  the  matters  relating  to  the  boundary  are  adjusted,  and  the 
surveying  parties  are  ready  to  proceed  down  the  Gila.  This  will  not 
be  practicable  till  the  spring  is  sufficiently  advanced,  and  the  grass 
grown  to  subsist  our  mules.  This  I  hardly  expect  will  be  the  case  till 
the  1st  of  April.  Previous  to  that  time,  I  hope  we  shall  have  recon- 
noitred and  surveyed  the  country  between  this  and  the  Copper  Mines, 

In  my  last  despatch  I  sent  a  list  of  supphes  wanted.  Among  these 
was  whiskey.  Since  the  arrival  of  our  train,  I  am  gratified  to  learn 
from  the  commissary  that  no  more  will  be  required,  very  little  having 
been  used  of  the  first  supply.  The  quantity  of  brandy  and  wines 
may  also  be  reduced  two-thirds. 

Advices  have  reached  me  this  morning  that  our  ox-train,  containing 

Provisions,  left  behind  by  direction  of  Colonel  McClellan,  in  order  to 
asten  his  arrival,  has  met  wuth  a  most  serious  disaster,  which  may 
result  in  its  entire  loss.  In  this  train  was  a  Captain  Dobbins,  late  of 
the  third  infantry,  who  was  engaged  by  Colonel  McClellan  as  a  guide, 
with  a  promise  of  employ  in  his  department  on  his  arrival.  To  his 
engagement  I  consented,  at  the  earnest  request  and  recommendation  of 
the  Colonel.  I  now  learn  that  Captain  Dobbins  has  shot  Mr.  Wake- 
man,  the  gentleman  having  charge  of  the  train,  and  that  be  is  in  a 
most  critical  state,  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  here ;  that  many 
of  the  oxen  are  lost,  or  have  perished,  and  that  the  train  is  waiting  for 
assistance.  I  have  directed  the  quartermaster  to  send  our  mule-wag- 
ons to  the  aid  of  the  train  immediately.  Of  its  condition,  information 
will  be  communicated  to  the  department  by  the  party  which  takes  this 
despatch,  as  they  will  pass  it  on  their  way  to  San  Antonio. 

With  regard  to  letters  for  the  commission  I  would  recommend  the 
mail  route  to  San  Antonio  as  far  the  most  expeditious ;  although,  even 
if  sent  that  way,  months  are  likely  to  elapse  between  the  mailing  and 
reception  of  letters.  The  want  of  mail  ikcilities  is  a  serious  evil  here, 
and  It  is  a  matter  of  much  moment,  particularly  at  this  juncture,  that  the 
mail  route  established  by  the  last  Congress  between  this  place  and 
San  Antonio  should  be  put  under  contract,  and  the  hne  be  in  active 
operation  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible.  There  is  a  regularity  in 
the  mail  via  Independence  and  Santa  Fe,  but  the  time  required  is  much 
longer  than  that  via  San  Antonio.  I  would  recommend,  therefore,  that 
duplicates  of  important  despatches  be  sent  me— one  by  each  route. 
With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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[No.  9.]  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso  del  Norte,  December  28,  1860. 

Sir:  On  the  18th  instant  I  advised  you,  among  other  matters,  of  the 

Erogress  made  by  the  joint  commission  for  running  and  marking  the 
oundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico.  At  that  time 
many  difficulties  had  been  presented,  and  I  entertained  fears  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  errors  of  the  "treaty  map,"  the  commission  would 
not  be  able  to  agree.  Since  then  the  joint  commission  has  held  two 
meetings.  At  the  first,  written  opinions  were  presented  by  each  com- 
missioner in  support  of  the  views  presented  by  him ;  and,  after  some 
discussion,  it  was  mutually  agreed  that  the  principal  astronomers  of 
each  commission  should  measure  on  the  "treaty  map*'  (t.  c.  Distur- 
nell's  map  of  1847)  the  distance  above  the  32d  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude^  where  the  Rio  Grande  strikes  the  southern  boundary  of  New 
Mexico ;  and  at  the  same  time  measure  the  entire  length  of  the  south- 
ern boundary  line  of  New  Mexico  from  that  point  to  its  western  ter- 
mination. Mr.  Sala^car,  chief  astronomer  of  the  Mexican  commission, 
and  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  chief  astronomer,  ad  interim,  of  the 
United  States  commission,  immediately  complied  with  our  request  by 
measuring  the  point  and  distance  named,  and  reported  the  same  to 
each  commissioner. 

Another  meeting  of  the  joint  commission  then  took  place  (on  the 
26th  of  December,)  when  the  report  was  presented.  By  this  the  points 
were  defined  as  follows  :  The  Rio  Grandfe  strikes  the  southern  bound- 
ary of  New  Mexico  at  32^  22'  north  latitude,  and  from  this  point  the 
same  southern  boundary  extends  3^  west.  These  limits  were  therefore 
agreed  upon.  It  was  furthermore  agreexl  that  monuments  similar  to  those 
erected  at  the  other  end  of  the  line,  near  the  Pacific,  with  the  exception 
of  the  inscriptions,  should  be  erected  at  the  two  points  agreed  upon  as 
soon  as  their  exact  position  should  be  ascertained  by  the  astronomers 
of  the  joint  commissioo. 

The  happy  result  of  this  important  part  of  my  duty  is  to  me  a 
source  of  very  great  satisfaction.  On  arriving  here  and  finding  the 
map  of  Disturnell  so  utterly  at  variance  with  truth,  as  far  as  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Rio  Grande,  of  the  town  of  El  Paso,  and  the  limits  of  New 
Mexico  are  concerned,  I  entertained  fears  that  the  joint  commission 
would  find  it  impossible  to  agree  upon  a  line  of  boundaiy  which  should 
comply  with  the  treaty.  The  Mexican  commissioner  was  equally 
aware  of  the  errors  in  question,  and  anticipated  much  diflSculty  in  con- 
forming to  the  treaty,  and  at  the  same  time  with  the  map  which  was 
to  guide  us. 

To  present  the  subject  in  a  light  which  may  be  more  readily  under- 
stood, I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  two  maps  of  the  district  in  question. 
No.  1  exhibits  the  country  from  the  Rio  Grande  westward  to  the  111th 
degree  of  west  longitude,  the  point  where  the  river  San  Pedro  falls 
into  the  Gila-  This  map,  taken  from  Major  Emory's,  is  presumed  to 
be  correct.  The  red  line  exhibits  the  southern  boundary  of  New 
Mexico  as  agreed  upon  by  the  joint  commission.  It  extends  three 
idegrees  west  from  the  Rio  Grande.  From  its  western  termination  it 
will  run  northward,  according  to  the  6th  anvci<&  ot  \5afc  Xx^^^^xm^S^^x 


392  S.  Doc.  119. 

intersects  a  branch  of  the  Gila,  which  it  will  follow,  until  it  unites  with 
that  river.  It  is  quite  possible  that  it  may  strike  the  San  Pedro  or  one 
of  its  tributaries  (the  position  of  which  has  not  been  fixed  by  astro- 
nomical observation,)  in  which  case  it  will  follow  that  stream  to  its  ter- 
mination. The  boundary,  therefore,  north  of  the  western  extremity  of 
the  southern  Une,  cannot  be  determined  until  we  are  on  the  ground.  It 
may  pass  direcdy  north  to  the  Gila,  or  it  may  intersect  some  river 
emptying  into  it. 

1  ou  will  perceive  that  the  country  thus  acquired,  by  claiming,  as  I 
considered  it  my  duty  to  do,  the  entire  length  of  the  southern  line  of 
New  Mexico,  according  to  Distumell's  map,  without  reference  to  where 
it  should  terminate,  secures  to  us  not  only  the  valuable  district  known 
as  the  gold  and  copper  mines,  but  an  extent  of  territory,  south  of  the 
Gila,  more  than  one-third  the  distance  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the 
Gulf  of  California. 

On  the  same  map  on  which  is  marked  the  limits  of  our  boundary 
west  of  the  Rio  Grande,  will  be  seen  a  blve  line.  This  denotes  the 
western  limits  which  we  should  have  had  for  the  southern  boundary  of 
New  Mexico,  had  an  astronomical  point  been  taken,  as  the  Mexican  com- 
missioner proposed,  for  said  western  limit.  That  there  was  some  reason 
for  the  ground  taken  by  the  Mexican  commissioner,  I  will  not  deny; 
but  as  no  points  were  to  be  determined  by  astronomical  observation, 
and  as  this  point,  if  so  determined,  would  not  give  us  what  the  fifth 
article  of  the  treaty  allowed  to  the  United  States,  i.  e.  a  line  extending 
along  the  ^^  whole  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico,"  I  could  not,  for 
a  moment,  be  governed  by  astronomical  points  or  meridians  of  longitude 
in  settling  the  question  before  us.  The  western  limit  of  the  southern 
line  of  New  Mexico,  according  to  Distumell's  map  of  1847,  is  about 
30^  40'  west  longitude  fi-om  Washington.  Adding  77°  as  the  diflerence 
between  that  and  the  longitude  fix)m  Greenwich,  we  have  a  longitude 
of  107°  40'  west  from  Greenwich.  This  is  the  point  on  the  map  where 
the  blue  line  intersects  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico.  Thence 
it  runs  north  until  it  strikes  the  first  branch  of  the  Gila,  and,  in  case  it 
intersects  no  such  branch,  then  in  the  most  direct  line  to  that  river. 
The  blue  line,  as  proposed  by  the  Mexican  commissioner,  would  follow 
up  a  small  stream,  at  the  termination  of  which  it  would  take  the  most 
direct  course  for  the  Gila.  This  boundary,  as  will  be  perceived,  would 
have  contracted  New  Mexico  within  very  narrow  limits  west  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  besides  giving  to  Mexico  the  entire  district  of  the  gold  and 
copper  mines. 

The  remarkable  difference  which  these  two  lines  exhibit,  arises,  in  a 
great  measure,  from  the  erroneous  position  of  the  Rio  Grande  on  Dis- 
tumell's map.  The  longitude  of  this  river,  according  to  that  map,  is 
about  27°  36'  west  from  Washington ;  whereas,  its  true  position  is  about 
29°  40' ;  showing  an  error  of  about  two  degrees  of  longitude.  Hence 
the  extreme  points  of  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico,  which  on 
this  map  are  three  degrees  apart,  are,  by  the  error  referred  to,  reduced 
to  a  single  degree. 

The  second  map  is  a  transcript  from  Distumell's  map  of  1847,  being 
the  one  referred  to  in  the  treaty.    On  this  I  have  laid  down  the  true 
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position  of  the  Rio  Grande.  The  true  position  of  the  town  of  El  Paso 
IS  also  marked. 

It  will  be  a  source  of  much  gratification  to  me  if  the  progress  of  the 
boundary  commission  thus  far,  in  the  determination  of  the  line  mutually 
agreed  upon,  meets  with  the  approval  of  the  government. 

There  is  another  matter  connected  with  the  commission  which  has 
been  a  source  of  &[reat  anxiety  to  me,  and  to  which  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  department.  This  is  the  very  large  expenditures  of 
the  commission,  which  have  far  exceeded  all  estimates  presented. 

That  the  estimates  were  far  too  low,  and  the  means  of  transporta- 
tion originally  provided  were  entirely  inadequate  to  the  necessities  of 
the  commission,  must  be  apparent.  Twenty  wagons  were  ordered  by 
Colonel  McClellan,  before  my  connexion  with  the  commission,  as 
sufficient  to  transport  the  party,  its  baggage,  stores  and  boats.  To  these 
I  added  five  before  leaving  New  York. 

On  reaching  Indianola,  in  Texas,  I  found  that  our  twenty-five  wagons 
would  not  carry  even  the  baggage,  instruments,  mechanics'  tools,  and 
camp  equipage  of  the  commission ;  yet,  besides  all  these,  we  had  six 
months'  provisions  with  us  to  transport  to  New  Mexico.  I  was,  there- 
fore, compelled  to  order  the  purcnase,  by  the  quartermaster,  of  ad- 
ditional wagons,  mules,  and  oxen,  sufficient  for  the  above  purpose. 
Everything  being  very  high  in  Texas,  I  was  compelled  to  submit  to 
exactions  which  it  was  impossible  to  avoid.  The  commission  was 
delayed  nearly  two  months  before  its  final  departure  from  San  Antonio, 
on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring  the  outfit.  The  cost  of  an 
outfit  was  not  only  great,  but  corn  to  subsist  our  animals  was  selling 
at  equally  high  prices.  In  fact,  everything  that  we  required  suddenly 
advanced  beyond  the  ordinary  price,  and  there  was  no  alternative  left 
me  but  to  buy  at  the  market  price,  or  stop  the  commission. 

On  my  arrival  here  I  found  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  both  for  men 
and  animals,  scarce  and  high.  Of  these  I  have  before  spoken.  The 
commission  is.  now  quartered  in  three  places,  viz:  at  the  miUtary  post 
opposite  El  Paso,  at  Socorro,  eighteen  miles  below,  and  at  San  Ehzario, 
SIX  miles  below  that.  Quarters  for  the  whole  could  not  be  procured 
at  either  place ;  for  these  quarters,  which  are  very  inferior,  all  being 
mud  houses  of  a  single  story,  we  are  compelled  to  pay  exorbitant 

F rices ;  but  the  largest  item  in  our  expenses  for  the  winter  will  be  com. 
had  determined,  on  my  arrival,  to  sell  our  mules  and  buy  again  in 
the  spring,  but  they  were  all  so  poor  and  weak  that  they  would  not 
have  sold  for  S20  each,  while  they  cost  fi-om  $45  to  $80.  In  the  spring 
these  animals  will  be  worth  from  $80  to  $100;  and  if  we  come  into 
market  to  replace  our  present  stock  of  160  animals,  the  price  would 
be  greater,  even  if  gentle  mules  could  be  procured  at  all.  After  taking 
the  advice  of  people  here,  whose  long  experience  entides  them  to 
credit,  I  determined  to  retain  all  our  mules  and  keep  them  through  the 
winter.  A  portion  are  herded  in^he  mountains  and  valleys,  where 
they  get  a  partial  subsistence  from  grass,  while  corn  is  fed  ^m  in 
small  quantities.     Others,  which  aie  in  use,  are  fed  on  com. 

I  have  been  obliged,  too,  to  buy  corn  to  send  to  our  depot,  at  the 
Copper  Mines,  where  it  will  be  required  before  the  grass  is  sufficiently 
advanced  in  the  spring  to  give  sustenance  to  oui  ^jxvoi^*    ^Xia^  ^»r 
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planation  of  the  very  large  ouday  in  the  quartermaster's  department, 
will,  I  hope,  exonerate  me  from  any  charge  of  extravagance.     The 

3uartermaster's  vouchers  have  been  transmitted  to  the  Fifth  Auditor, 
uly  attested  ly  me. 

1  am  directed  in  my  instructions  to  transmit  to  the  department  *'a 
list  containing  the  names  of  the  several  parties  composing  the  commis- 
sion," &c.  This  I  am  not  yet  able  to  do.  Ten  or  fifteen  of  our  party 
are  yet  behind  with  an  ox  train,  or  have  gone  to  its  aid.  Lieutenant 
Whipple  is  organizing  the  astronomical  department,  and  the  surveyors 
are  making  up  their  parties.  My  constant  occupation  since  my  arrival, 
subjected,  too,  to  very  great  inconveniences  as  to  quarters,  has  not  given 
me  an  opportunity  to  visit  the  place  where  the  principal  part  of  the 
commission  is  temporarily  located,  twenty-five  miles  below,  or  to  at- 
tend to  an3rthing  save  the  negotiations  with  the  Mexican  commission. 
During  the  month  of  January  the  organization  of  the  several  parties 
will  be  completed,  the  nature  of  the  duties  assigned,  and  the  compen* 
sation  fixed  to  each.  I  will  then  prepare  a  brief  list,  agreeable  to  my 
instructions,  and  transmit  the  same,  by  the  first  opportunity  that  pre- 
sents itself,  to  the  department. 

With  high  respect,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissumer. 
Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


[No.  10.]  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Pa$o  del  Norte,  Texas,  December  30,  1860. 

Sir:  I  have  just  addressed  you  at  length,  giving  the  full  particulars 
of  an  important  agreement  just  made  with  the  commission,  on  the  part 
of  Mexico,  in  relation  to  the  boundary  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the 
Gila.  Deeming  it  necessary  that  the  government  should  be  apprized 
of  this  arrangement  before  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  particularly  as 
in  my  last  official  communication  of  the  18th  instant  I  made  it  known 
that  there  were  serious  difficulties  in  the  way  of  im  amicable  adjust- 
ment, I  have  thought  it  proper  to  despatch  a  messenger  to  Washington 
for  the  purpose. 

When  the  despatch  alluded  to  was  v^Titten,  three  days  since,  it  was 
done  with  the  intention  of  sending  it  by  a  train  of  wagons  belonging  to 
the  government,  which  leaves  to-day;  but  having  been  informed  that 
this  train  would  be  fifty  days  in  reaching  San  Antonio,  I  thought  best 
to  let  Mr.  S.  P.  Sanford,  a  gentleman  attached  to  the  commission,  ac- 
con3|ypan^  the  train,  and  leave  it,  whenever  he  thinks  it  safe  so  to  do, 
about  eighty  or  one  hundred  miles  ^is  side  of  San  Antonio,  and  push 
ahead  in  advance. 

There  is  other  business  which  it  vnH  be  necessary  for  Mr.  Sanford 

to  attend  to,  which  can  be  done  at  the  same  time.     This  is  the  purchase 

of  pork,  coffee,  rice,  and  sugar  at  New  Orleans,  which  we  require  as 

soon  as  possible.    There  are,  besides,  two  boxes  of  astronomical  instru- 

ments — one  containing  iVie  mosx  \^\w^\^  \i^<$i%cQ^  b^iUin^ng  to  the 
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commission — ^which  were  lost  between  New  York  and  Indianola,  to- 
gether with  five  boxes  of  other  valuable  articles.  These,  I  understand, 
are  in  New  Orleans.  I  have  instructed  Mr.  Sanford  to  find  them  and 
forward  them  to  Indianola,  with  the  provisions  mentioned,  if  it  can  be 
done  without  delaying  him ;  then  to  proceed  to  Washington  with  my 
despatch.  After  this,  to  go  to  New  York  to  procure  some  surveying 
instruments,  which  we  are  wholly  unprovided  with,  together  with  a 
few  minor  articles  for  the  topographical  and  drawing  department.  He 
will  then  return  via  Washington  to  New  Orleans,  Indianola,  and  San 
Antonio  with  all  despatch,  and  be  ready  to  leave  witn  the  first  train  for 
El  Paso. 

Mr.  Sanford  has  a  list  of  the  articles  wanted,  which  he  will  present 
for  the  approval  of  the  department,  so  that  his  bills  may  be  paid. 

With  high  respect,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commimoner. 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior ^  Washington. 


£No.  II.]  Headquartbrs  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paao  del  Norte,  February  8,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  the  department  the  events 
connected  with  the  boundary  commission  which  have  transpired  since 
my  last  despatch,  of  the  28th  December,  sent  by  Mr.  Sanford. 

I  am  without  any  advices  from  the  depaitment  since  the  11th  of  Oc- 
tober last. 

Before  leaving  Washington  I  applied  to  the  department  for  a  second 
company  of  soldiers  for  the  escort  of  the  commission,  believing  that  the 
single  company  detailed  would  be  insufficient.  In  accordance  with 
this  application,  Adjutant  General  Jones  instructed  Brevet  Major  Van 
Home,  the  senior  officer  of  the  3d  infantry,  commanding  at  El  Paso, 
"  that  if,  on  the  arrival  of  the  commission  at  El  Paso,  it  be  found  that 
actual  war  exists  with  the  Indians,  or  you  have  good  reason  to  believe 
that  they  have  assumed  a  more  warlike  attitude  towards  the  Ameri- 
cans, in  the  region  through  which  the  lines  of  survey  are  to  be  made 
two  companies  instead  of  one  be  detailed  for  the  escort." 

Deeming  it  absolutely  necessary  that  a  second  company  should 
be  detailed,  I  applied  to  Brevet  Major  Van  Home  for  such  additional 
escort,  stating  my  reasons  for  the  same.  (See  correspondence,  in 
accompanying  documents.)  This  application  was  transmitted  to  Col- 
onel Monroe,  at  Santa  Fe,  who,  in  reply,  stated  that  as  his  discretion 
in  the  matter  was  limited  to  the  contingent  occurrences  mentioned 
above,  which  had  not  taken  place  as  far  as  he  had  been  advised,  he* 
could  not  comply  with  my  request. 

It  is  tme  that  the  Indians  have  not  openly  declared  war  nor  assumed 
a  more  hostile  attitude,  but  their  predatory  excursions  have  been  more 
bold  and  more  successful  within  the  last  month  than  at  any  period 
during  the  last  two  years.  Within  a  mile  of  the  military  post  at  El 
Paso,  and  within  one  hundred  yards  of  my  quarters  m  Mr.  Mc- 
Goffin's  rancho,  the  Indians  entered  the  corral  ^xvSl  e'artv^A  ^sSS.  "CfeRi 
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entire  herd  of  his  mules,  which  had  been  driven  in  for  safety  during  the 
night.  But  two  weeks  before  this,  another  herd  of  Mr.  McGoffin's 
mules  were  run  off  during  the  day  by  a  small  body  of  Indians,  but 
three  miles  from  the  post.  Several  other  depredations  have  been  com- 
mitted near  El  Paso  during  the  past  month. 

I  feel  much  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  the  mules,  horses,  and  cattle 
belonging  to  the  commission — ^the  value  of  which  is  not  less  than 
$20,000.  Our  provisions,  baggage,  camp-equipage,  &c.,  are  also 
valuable.  These  must  necessarily  be  separated.  Having  determined 
to  make  the  Copper  Mines  the  headquarters  of  the  commission  and 
our  depot  of  provisions,  and  Colonel  Craig  having  decided  on  the 
same  location  for  the  escort,  his  single  company  of  not  more  than  sixty 
effective  men  must  guard  our  property  at  tne  Copper  Mines ;  and  yet, 
by  the  decision  of  the  military  authority  to  whom  application  was 
made  for  additional  aid,  I  am  compelled  to  rely  on  the  same  small 
force  to  protect  the  party  running  the  bouoidary  line  for  more  than  two 
hundred  miles  before  it  strikes  me  Gila ;  to  protect  the  parties  on  that 
river,  engaged  in  surveying  the  country  wiih  the  view  of  a  railway  or 
road;  and  to  escort  the  party,  or  partes,  engaged  in  carrying  on  the  sci- 
entific explorations,  tracing  the  sources  of  the  Gila,  &c.  In  a  country 
inhabited  by  hostile  Indians,  such  as  the  Apaches  are  known  to  be,  it 
must  be  apparent  that  our  Uves  and  properly  will  be  greatly  exposed 
with  so  limited  an  escort  as  that  detailea  for  us.  I  respectfully  submit 
the  above  for  your  consideration. 

In  my  despatch  No.  7,  of  the  18th  December,  I  stated  that  I  had  just 
learned  that  Mr.  Wakeman,  the  wagon-master,  in  charge  of  the  ox  train, 
bad  been  shot  by  Captain  Dobbins,  a  guide  and  hunter,  employed  at 
San  Antonio  by  Colonel  McClellan.  Mr.  Wakeman  died  of  his  wounds. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  train  at  San  Elizario,  on  the  9th  of  January,  Cap- 
tain Dobbins  voluntarily  dehvered  himself  to  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
was  examined  on  the  charge  of  kilUng  Mr.  Wakeman,  and  acquitted. 
I  have  not  been  furnished  with  the  evidence  adduced,  which  led  to  this 
result.  On  the  evening  of  the  27th  ultimo  Dobbins  committed  suicide 
by  shooting  himself  with  a  pistol,  at  the  quarters  of  Colonel  McClellao, 
with  whom  he  resided  at  San  Elizario. 

It  is  again  my  painful  duty  to  communicate  to  the  department  the 
death  of  a  gentleman  attached  to  the  commission,  under  circumstances 
the  most  distressing;  and  followed  by  consequences  the  most  terrible, 
though  just,  which  have  marked  the  history  of  the  country  since  its 
occupation  by  the  United  States. 

For  a  year  past,  the  frontier  of  Texas  bordering  on  Mexico,  and  more 
particularly  El  Paso,  has  been  resorted  to  by  numbers  of  men,  of  the 
worst  description,  who,  having  no  means  of  support,  and  being  indis- 
posed to  labor,  have  obtained  a  livelihood  by  plundering  l)Oth  the  Mexi- 
cans and  Americans.  When  checked  in  their  illegal  course,  they  never 
hesitated  to  murder,  on  the  slightest  pretext,  any  who  came  in  their  way; 
and  with  such  terror  did  they  inspire  the  inoffensive  Mexicans  occupy- 
ing" the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande,  that  the  latter  preferred  to  submit  to 
extortions,  and  to  tolerate  these  invaders  of  their  peace  and  dep'^ators 
on  their  property  in  their  own  families,  rather  than  attempt  to  coerce 
them  to  leave,  or  rescist  to  any  me«j&Mi:^a\o\if«L%\!afcm  to  punishment 
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Many  of  these  men  come  up  with  trains  of  wagons  from  the  coast. 
Having  committed  crimes  in  the  United  States,  they  seek  the  frontiers, 
where  there  is  no  efficient  enforcement  of  law,  but  little  protection  to 
property,  and  where  they  can  easily  escape  justice,  by  fleeing  to  the 
adjoining  republic.  A  large  train,  which  arrived  here  in  November, 
and  which  was  disbanded,  left  upwards  of  fifty  teamsters  in  this  vicin- 
ity, without  money.  They  at  once  quartered  themselves  on  the  poor 
Mexicans,  and  have  lived  on  them  during  the  winter.  The  train  of 
the  boundary  commission  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  among  it9 
teamsters  and  cooks  some  of  the  same  class,  who  joined  it  at  San  An- 
tonio. The  principal  part  of  these  men  infested  Socorro,  a  town  eight- 
een miles  betow  El  Paso,  on  an  island  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  same  place  where  the  quartermaster  and  commis- 
sary, with  their  animals,  provisions,  and  other  property,  were  located, 
together  with  some  ten  or  twelve  members  of  the  commission. 

Latterly  these  men  have  so  increased  in  numbers,  and  become  so 
bold,  that  they  defied  the  authorities.  Houses  were  nightly  entered 
and  robbed ;  females  insulted ;  mules  and  horses  stolen ;  and  the  quiet 
inhabitants  did  not  dare  to  venture  into  the  streets.  They  tried  to  pro- 
voke quarrels  with  members  of  the  commission;  and  Mr.  Stein wehr 
was  badly  cut  in  the  face  with  a  bowie-knife,  by  one  of  them.  Plaqs 
to  run  off  the  large  and  valuable  herd  of  mules  and  horses  belonging 
to  the  commission,  were  laid ;  and  threats  openly  made  to  assassinate 
several  of  its  members,  myself  among  the  number. 

On  the  29th  of  January  these  villains  had  mustered  in  such  force  that 
the  quartermaster  and  commissary  became  alarmed  for  the  safety  of 
the  public  property  in  their  charge,  and  applied  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  military  post  at  San  Elizario,  six  miles  below,  for  aid, 
\)vhich,  however,  was  not  sent  them.  The  same  afternoon  a  man  wa« 
killed,  without  the  least  provocation,  and  several  shots  fired  at  others, 
though  fortunately  without  effect.  In  the  evening,  at  a  little  assem- 
blage of  people,  amusing  themselves  after  the  manner  of  the  country, 
an  attack  was  made  upon  Mr.  Edward  C.  Clarke,  son  of  the  honorable 
John  H.  Clark,  United  States  senator  from  Rhode  Island,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  commission,  by  a  gang  of  these  villains.  The  ringleader, 
Young,  struck  the  first  blow  with  a  bowie-knife,  calling  upon  his  fiiends 
to  stand  by  him,  which  many  shouted  they  would  do,  at  the  same  time 
rushing  to  the  scene  of  the  attack,  and  striking  the  inofiensive  man  with 
their  long  knives.  A  Mr.  Yates,  in  attemptmg  to  screen  Mr.  Clark, 
was  shot  at  and  wounded.    He  now  Ues  in  the  hospital,  dangerously  ilL 

Mr,  Clarke  was  carried  to  the  Quarters  of  Dr.  Bigelow,  a  short  dis- 
tance off,  when  it  was  found  that  he  had  received  eleven  severe  stabs, 
chiefly  in  the  abdomen.  He  Ungered  two  days,  when  he  expired,  re- 
taining his  senses  to  the  last.  I  cannot  learn  that  Mr.  Clarke  offered 
any  provocation  for  the  murderous  attack  upon  him. 

The  next  day  the  members  of  the  boundary  commission,  finding  that 
they  were  not  to  be  protected  by  the  military,  determined,  with  the  aid 
of  the  public  authorities,  to  bring  the  murderers  to  justice.  The  only 
officials^at  Socorro  were  a  justiqe  and  the  alcalde,  neither  of  whom  dared 
exercise  any  authority ;  in  fa^t,  several  of  the  gang  had  quartered  tliem- 
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selves  upon  the  alcalde,  who  quietly  submitted  to  their  shameful  ex- 
tortions. They  sent  to  San  Elizario,  requesting  the  members  of  the 
boundary  commission  to  come  up  to  their  aid.  The  request  was  im- 
mediately complied  with.  They  then  armed  themselves  and  arrested 
four  of  the  principal  men,  who  were  conspicuous  in  the  attack  on  Mr. 
Clarke,  ana  locked  them  up  in  the  calaboose.  A  court  was  inmiediate- 
ly  convened.  Justice  Berthold  presiding.  Twelve  jurors  were  sum- 
moned, consisting  of  six  Mexicans,  among  the  most  respectable  in  the 
town,  and  six  Americans,  members  of  the  boundary  commission,  there 
being  no  other  Americans  in  the  place.  The  foUowing  are  the  names 
of  the  latter  gentlemen : 

E.  Barry,  of  Washington ;  Henry  Jacobs,  of  Rhode  Island;  Thomas 
R.  Jones,  of  Rhode  Island;  J.  Hoban,  of  Washington;  A.  P.  Wilbar,of 
Maryland;  Jas.  J.  Scott,  of  Maryland.  J.  C.  Snelden,  of  Louisiana, 
and  T.  W.  Tansill,  of  Washington,  acted  as  clerks  and  took  down  the 
evidence. 

The  trial  lasted  two  days.  The  prisoners  were  permitted  to  bring 
forward  their  own  witnesses,  and  in  every  case  the  testimony,  as  taken 
down,  was  read  over  to  the  witnesses.  The  evidence  being  given  in 
English,  was  inteipreted  into  Spanish  for  the  benefit  of  the  Mexican 
jurors.  Mr.  Clarke  was  able  to  give  his  testimony,  which  was  taken 
down  by  persons  appointed  for  the  purpose,  identifying  aU  who  struck 
and  wounded  him. 

At  the  close  of  the  second  day,  the  jury,  after  the  absence  of  an  hour, 
rendered  their  verdict,  convicting  the  prisoners,  viz:  Charles  Wade, 
Marquis  Butler,  and  William  Craig,  of  aiding  and  abetting  in  the  mur- 
derous attack  on  Mr.  Clarke.  The  judge  then  read  the  laws  of  Texas 
applicable  to  the  case,  by  whiqh  the  crime  of  which  they  were  convict- 
ed was  punishable  with  doath;  and  immediately  passed  sentence  on 
them,  condemning  them  to  be  hanged.  The  prisoners  were  taken  to 
the  public  square,  in  front  of  the  church,  and  there  suffered  the  penalty 
of  the  law  by  beinff  hanged  to  a  tree. 

The  following  day,  several  persons  connected  wiih  the  commission 
set  off  in  various  directions,  in  pursuit  of  Young,  the  principal  actor  in 
the  scene ;  and,  to  induce  the  Mexicans  and  others  to  interest  themselves 
in  arresting  him,  a  subscription  was  raised  among  the  members  of  the 
commission,  offering  $400  for  him  if  surrendered  alive,  or  $200  for  his 
body. 

To  rid  the  town  of  the  desperadoes  still  remaining  in  the  place,  the 
members  of  the  commission  recommended  the  alcalde  io  issue  an  ordi- 
nance, ordering  all  Americans  having  no  visible  means  of  livelihood  to 
leave  immediately,  agreeing  to  sustam  him  in  enforcing  it.  The  result 
was  that  they  all  left.  A  similar  ordinance  was  passed  at  Isleta,  a 
small  town  adjoining,  which  is  also  within  the  United  States.  Since  the 
adoption  of  this  course,  quietness  has  been  restored.  A  file  of  soldiers 
has  been  sent  to  Socorro  to  aid  in  maintaining  order  and  in  protecting 
our  property. 

To  curtail  the  expense  necessary  to  sustain  the  mules,  horses,  and 

oxen  in  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande,^  availed  myself  of  the  omortu- 

:  fiiiy  that  presented,  when  Colonel  Craig  went  to  the  Copper  Hfmes  a 

iAfcW  weeks  since,  to  seudDt.^^\)>  ^^ciQ,\aiy  of  the  commission,  and 
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two  other  gentlemen,  Mr.  Geo.  Thurber  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Cremony,  there 
to  ascertain  the  capabilities  of  that  place  for  the  headquarters  and  depot 
of  provisions  for  the  commission.  They  have  just  returned  and  made 
a  favorable  report  verbally.      Dr.  Webb  has  not  had  sufficient  time  to 

1)repare  his  report  in  full,  prior  to  the  departure  of  the  train,  which 
eaves  on  Wednesday.  I  therefore  make  the  following  brief  extract 
from  it,  which  is  so  favorable  that  I  have  instructed  the  quartermaster 
to  be  ready  to  move  there,  with  a  portion  of  our  wagons,  mules  and  cat- 
tle, early  next  week :  "  The  result  at  which  I  have  arrived  is,  that  the 
Copper  Mines  are  preferable  to  any  other  spot  in  this  section  for  the  es- 
tabUshment  of  a  depot  of  provisions  and  other  stores,  and  for  the  location 
of  the  headquarters  of  the  boundary  commission ;  being  nearer  the  region 
which  must  be  the  field  of  labor  the  ensuing  season,  and  as  both  prop- 
erty and  person  will  be  as  secure  and  free  from  predatory  attacks  there 
as  they  can  be  elsewhere,  provided  a  suitable  military  guard  is  furnished 
for  their  protection. 

"  The  essentials  of  a  good  situation  for  the  purposes  had  in  contempla- 
tion, present  themselves  at  Santa  Rita  (the  proper  name  of  the  Copper 
Mines  region)  in  greater  number  than  can  be  found  combined  at  any 
other  spot  within  proper  limits,  of  which  we  have  cognizance ;  we  find 
there  a  fine,  airy,  salubrious  spot  for  dwellings,  with  some  adobe  houses 
(abandoned  at  the  bre*akinjQ:  up  of  the  settlement  on  a  threatened  incur- 
sion of  the  Indians,  in  the  fall  of  1838)  which,  with  little  labor,  can  be 
made  tenantable ;  good  timber,  within  a  few  miles,  for  building  and 
ot^er  purposes,  as  also  hmestone  and  other  useful  materials  for  similar 
objects;  a  great  plenty  of  wood  near  at  hand  for  fuel;  abundance  of 
excellent  grass  for  the  animals,  which  will  materially  lessen  the  expense 
now  necessarily  incurred  by  furnishing  them  with  grain,  and  a  running 
stream,  affording  a  supply  of  pure  fresh  water,  so  essential  to  the  com- 
fort of  both  man  and  ueast.  The  garrison  or  fortress,  that  was  erected 
for  the  protection  of  the  former  inhabitants  of  this  place,  is  of  ample 
dimensions  to  accommodate  all  the  troops  that  will  probably  at  any  one 
time  be  stationed  there,  and  can,  without  much  difiiculty,  be  put  in 
good  condition  for  the  purpose ;  indeed,  Colonel  Craig  is  now  actively 
engaged  in  directing  its  reparation. 

"  In  addition,  though  secondary  to  these,  I  would  observe  that  the  soil 
is  good  for  agricultural  and  horticultural  purposes,  as  is  indicated  by 
the  remaining  vestiges  of  the  garden  plots  once  cultivated,  as  well  as 
by  the  rank,  luxuriant  growth  of  the  peach  trees,  still  in  a  bearing  con- 
dition ;  and  it  is  said  that  wild  game,  bears,  deer,  ducks,  turkeys,  &c., 
abound  in  the  vicinity. 

•*  The  botanist,  there  is  every  reason  for  supposing,  will  in  that  quar- 
ter find  a  large  and  almost  unexplored  field,  a  suitable  examination  of 
which  will  undoubtedly  amply  repay  him  for  all  the  time  and  labor 
devoted  to  its  examination ;  and  the  collection  of  specimens  I  made, 
even  on  this  flying  trip,  convinces  me  that,  by  proper  explorations  and 
well  directed  research,  a  geologist  might  make  discoveries,  and,  with 
the  industry  and  perseverance  that  a  true  love  of  the  science  will  in- 
spire, must  make  collections,  both  geological  and  mineralogical,  that 
will  prove  of  interest  at  home  and  abroad,  and  be  of  permanent 
value  to  the  country. 
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"In  conclusion,  I  would  suggest,  if  ihe  decision  be  to  remove  to  the 
Copper  Mines,  it  is  important  to  have  the  provisions,  &c.,  sent  forward 
witn  as  little  delay  as  possible,  inasmuch  as  it  will  be  necessary  to 
cross  the  Rio  del  Norte  at  San  Diego ;  and  this  stream  is  liable  to  be 
so  greatly  and  suddenly  swollen  in  the  spring,  that  a  very  little  delay 
might  render  it  extremely  difficult  and  dangerous,  if  not  impracticable, 
to  tbrd  it  with  the  teams,  and  thus  make  it  necessary  to  build  boats 
for  the  transportatioa  of  the  property  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream." 
With  high  respect,  I  remain  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  BARTLETT,  Commusianer. ' 
Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  (ftke  Interior. 


[Na  12.]  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso  del  NorU,  February  11,  1851. 

Sir  :  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  McClellan  has  presented  his  ac- 
counts against  the  commission  for  services,  as  follows : 

For  pay  as  principal  astronomer,  in  addition  to  pay  as 
captain  of  topographical  engineers,  ($1,400,)  at  the 
rate  of  $3,000  per  annum,  from  August  31  to  Decem- 
ber 16,  1850 $444  47 

For  balance  of  allowance  for  personal  expenses,  at  the 
rate  of  $4  per  diem,  (02  having  already  been 
drawn  from  the  14th  December,  1849,  to  June  20, 
1850,)  $2  per  diem  for  197  days 394  00 

For  personal  expenses  from  June  20  to  December  16, 

1850,  169  days  at  $4  per  diem 676  00 

The  first  item  I  paid,  as  on  former  occasions.  The  second  item  I 
declined  paying,  and  stated  to  Colonel  McClellan  that,  "as  the  service 
was  performed  previous  to  my  connexion  with  the  commission,  and 
while  funds  were  in  his  hands  for  the  purpose  of  ^efiraying  its  expen- 
ses, I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  pay  it  until  I  received  instructions  from 
the  Department  of  the  Interior." 

I  know  nothing  of  debts  or  liabilities  contracted  by  persons  on  ac- 
count of  the  commission  previous  to  my  connexion  with  it,  and  should 
decline  paying  any  such  unless  sanctioned  by  precedent,  or  by  orders 
from  the  department.  It  would  appear  that  Colonel  McClellan  drew 
what  he  supposed  himself  entitled  to  for  his  personal  expenses  from 
his  appointment,  on  the  14th  December,  1849,  to  June  20,  1850 ;  and 
without  instructions,  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  pay  this  additional 
charge. 

The  third  item  I  also  declined  paying.  I  quote  from  my  l^ter  to 
Colonel  McClellan  my  reasons  for  so  doing : 

"  On  referring  to  my  instructions,  I  perceive  that  the  chief  astrono- 
mer is  entitled  to  receive  his  reasonaole  personal  and  travelling  ex- 
penses while  in  service." 

"  From  this  I  am  led  to  infer  that,  if  these  are  once  paid,  there  can 
be  no  other  charge  for  tJiem.   Xomi  xi^N^Um^  expenses  were  paid  to 
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Indiannla,  and  from  thence  the  commission  furnished  you  with  the 
means  of  transportation  to  this  place.  With  regard  to  subsistence,  I 
applied  to  the  commissary  to  know  if  it  had  been  furnished  from  the 
stores  of  the  commission ;  in  reply  to  which,  he  informed  me  that  they 
have,  since  the  19th  September  last ;  and  in  addition  to  the  usual  sub- 
sistence furnished  to  all,  that  many  choice  articles  of  provisions,  such 
as  are  usually  denominated  *  hospital  stores,'  were  drawn  by  you." 

I  shall  be  glad  if  the  department  will  instruct  me  with  reference  to 
this  account,  and,  at  the  same  time,  inform  me  what  compensation  is 
to  be  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  United  States  topographical  engi- 
neers attached  to  the  boundary  commission. 

With  regard  to  the  transportation  of  the  stores  for  the  commission, 
from  the  coast  to  this  place,  experience  hds  shown  that  it  will  be  more 
economical  to  pay  the  usual  price  paid  by  the  government  for  the 
transportation  of  its  stores,  which  is  15  cents  per  pound,  than  to  pur- 
chase and  fit  out  our  own  trains.  The  management  of  a  large  train 
of  wagons  and  mules,  the  pay  ami  subsistence  of  teamsters,  wagon- 
masters,  spies,  and  hunters,  tnplinavoidable  loss  of  animals  and  break- 
age of  wagons,  the  great  cost  of  foraging  animals  and  protecting  them 
alter  they  are  here,  convince  me  that  I  had  better  relieve  myself  of  the 
responsibility,  and  at  the  same  time  save  expense  by  hiring  our  trans- 
portation. I  have,  therefore,  directed  the  commissary  to  contract  with 
a  responsible  man  to  bring  our  stores  here  in  future. 

This  arrangement  will  withdraw  from  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment so  large  a  portion  of  the  duties  that  belong  to  it,  that  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  dispense  with  it  altogether.  It  has  incurred  by  far  the  princi- 
pal expense  of  the  commission  ;  and  it  is  impossible  for  me,  with  the 
multiplicity  of  my  duties,  to  have  that  care  over  it,  in  a  pecuniary 
point  of  view,  which  its  large  outlay  demands.  When  our  several 
surveying  parties  are  in  the  field,  often  separated  twenty  or  fifty  miles 
from  each  other,  and  the  exploring  party  is  separated  by  a  greater  dis- 
tance, I  propose  to  assign  to  one  person  in  each  the  care  of  the  ani- 
mals and  other  duties  which  appertain  to  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment. We  now  have  on  hand  one  hundred  and  fifty  mules,  and  all 
our  wagons.  These  will  be  all  that  we  shall  require  to  carry  us  to  the 
Pacific  and  back  ;  in  fact,  they  will  be  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of 
the  commission  while  it  remains  in  this  country,  unless  they  are  stolen 
from  us  by  the  Indians,  or  we  should  lose  them  by  some  disaster. 

Mr.  George  F.  Bartlett,  the  commissary  of  the  commission,  leaves 
with  the  train  by  which  this  despatch  is  sent.  The  provisions  ordered 
from  New  York  on  the  21st  November  last  he  will  take  charge  of  at 
Indianola,  where  they  should  be  on  his  arrival,  and  transmit  them  at . 
once  to  El  Paso.  Thence  he  will  proceed  to  New  Orleans,  Washing- 
ton, and  New  York,  with  a  view  to  purchase  our  stores  for  next  winter, 
which  cannot  arrive  here  until  August  Clothing  for  the  members  he 
will  also  purchase,  together  with  such  other  articles  as  are  required 
for  the  commission.  The  clothing  brought  with  us  for  our  party  has 
been  of  very  great  service,  but  the  quantity  was  too  limited.  This  has 
been  furnished  the  members  of  the  commission  at  an  advance  of  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  per  cent.,  which  is  not  sufficient  to  pay  the  cost 
of  transportation.  No  clothing  can  be  had  here  exae^X.  \iX.  ^Yjsivix^MBac 
26 
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prices.    The  government  will  be  credited  with  the  proceeds,  including 
the  advance. 

In  my  order  referred  to,  which  was  transmitted  to  the  department, 
were  one  hundred  barrels  of  hard  bread.  This  I  have  directed  the 
commissary  to  dispose  of  at  San  Antonio,  as  we  can  buy  flour  here  at 
a  less  price  than  it  will  cost  to  transport  the  bread.  I  also  ordered 
liquors  ;  these  I  wish  disposed  of  also,  as  nearly  the  whole  stock  re- 
qiains. 

Several  persons  attached  to  the  commission  have  left  or  will  leave  it, 
and  take  the  first  train  for  San  Antonio.     They  are  as  follows  : 

Robert  H.  Cofiee,  secretary  to  Colonel  McCleUan,  his  services  not 
being  required  in  the  commission. 

Wm.  H.  Lyne,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Henry  M.  Knight,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Martin  H.  Johnson,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Joseph  Harvey,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  blacksmith. 
.  James  H.  Lusby,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  shoemaker. 
_  P.  Carpenter,  wheelwright.  % 

Jacob  Reed,  blacksmith. 

Wm.  Garrett,  harness-maker. 

.  Briggs,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  tailor. 

.  Jonathan  Chamberlin,  blacksmith  and  superintendent  of  mechamcs* 

Mr.  Chamberhn  was  removed  for  cause.  The  particulars  will 
appear  in  the  accompanying  correspondence.  I  proposed  to  allow 
him  hi^  pay  to  the  time  of  his  removal,  (having  already  paid  him  to 
December  31,  1850,)  and  give  him  his  rations  to  the  coast  of  Texas. 
He  claimed  his  pay  until  he  reached  his  home,  together  with  his 
travelling  expenses,  which  I  declined  paying  him.  Mr.  Chamber- 
lin has  performed  his  duties  faithfully ;  but  his  letter  to  me  alluded  to 
Was  of  so  insulting  a  character  that  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  remove 
him  at  once  ;  and  I  trust  I  may  be  sustained  by  the  department  in  the 
course  I  took.  The  commission  will  not  suffer  from  the  withdrawal 
and  removal  of  the  persons  named ;  and  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  ap- 
point any  one  to  fill  their  places ;  in  fact,  it  may  be  still  further  reduced 
without  injury. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  the  examination  of  the  department, 
copies  of  the  correspondence  of  the  boundary  commission  from  June 
25,  1850,  to  the  present  time,  excluding  that  between  the  department 
and  myself,  which  is  already  there.     This  embraces — 

1st.  The  miscellaneous  correspondence  of  the  commission. 

2d.  Correspondence  relating  exclusively  to  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment. 

.  3d.  Correspondence  between  Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  J.  McClellan,  chief 
.astronomer,  and  James  Myer,  quartermaster  of  the  commission,  on  the 
jnarch  from  San  Antonio  to  £1  Paso,  including  charges  made  by  the 
ibrmer  against  the  latter. 

I  have  communicated  to  Mr.  Myer  the  charges  preferred  against  him 

.by  Col.  McClellan,  and  requested  his  attention  to  the  same.     He  asks 

.time  to  make   the  reply;   the  hurry  of  business  in  his  department, 

since  the  arrival  of  the  train  in  January,  has  prevented  nim  irom 

Miaking  iu   ^  . 


V 
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I  also  enclose  a  list  of  all  persons  at  present  connected  with  the 
boundary  commission,  the  position  assigned  them,  and  their  pay. 
Lieutenant  Whipple  has  hired  a  building,  eight  miles  above  El  Paso, 
known  as  Frontera,  where  he  has  a  party  engaged  in  putting  up  an 
astronomical  observatory.  Mr.  J.  H.  Prioleau,  one  of  the  1st  assist- 
ant surveyors,  is  engaged  with  a  party  surveying  the  Rio  Grande, 
between  San  Eliaario  and  this  place ;  and  Mr.  John  Bull,  another  of 
the  assistant  surveyors,  is  engaged  with  a  party  in  making  up  his 
report  on  ihe  survey  fr«m  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  El  Paso.  The  latter, 
with  a  party,  will  accompany  a  train  next  week  to  the  Copper  Mines, 
with  a  view  to  reconnoitre  the  country  in  that  vicinity  and  between  the 
Rio  Grande  and  the  Gila. 

I  forward  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  by  this  conveyance, 
in  charge  of  Mr.  George  F.  Bartlett,  all  my  vouchers  for  expenditures, 
including  the  pay-roll  to  December  31,  1850.  The  roll  also  includes 
the  pay  of  all  who  leave  at  this  time.  These  vouchers  will  balance 
my  account  with  the  treasury.  • 

It  will  be  apparent  to  the  department,  ere  this,  that  the  appropria- 
tion made  by  Congress  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  boundary 
commission  will  faU  short  of  the  expenditures  for  that  service ;  but,  in 
case  an  appropriation  has  passed  the  present  Congress  of  $150,000,  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1852,  as  suggested  in  my  despatch  of  the  21st 
November  last,  I  think  that  so  much  may  be  saved  during  the  coming 
year  that  it  may  nearly  balance  the  deficiency  in  this. 

With  high  respect,  I  remain  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


[No.  13.]  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso  del  Norte,  Texas,  March  14,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  the  department  under  date  oi 
February  14,  under  charge  of  Mr.  George  F.  Bartlett,  by  whom  I  also 
sent  the  correspondence,  orders,  and  other  papers  connected  with  the 
commission  from  June  30,  1860,  to  that  date.  My  vouchers  for  ex 
penditures  and  account-current  to  December  31,  1850,  were  sent  by 
the  same  conveyance. 

I  am  yet  without  advices  from  the  department  since  the  11th  of 
October,  1860. 

In  my  last  despatch  I  related  the  particulars  of  the  murder  of  Mr. 
Clarke,  the  assistant  quartermaster  of  the  commission,  and  of  the  exe- 
cution of  three  of  the  party  concerned  in  it.  A  few  days  after,  the 
principal  murderer,  named  Young,  who  had  made  his  escape,  was 
arrested  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  here  and  brought  back 
to  Socorro.  He  was  immediately  tried  and  convicted  by  a  jury  of 
twelve  men ;  when  he  made  a  full  confession  of  the  murder,  and  was 
executed.  Captain  Johns,  the  officer  in  command  at  San  Elizario, 
had  previously  placed  a  file  of  soldiers  at  ,,,Socfm^^V^^'^  ^^^^^\iRfc 
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aided  in  maintaining  orden     The  disorderly  persons  left  the  place  im- 
mediately after  the  first  executions,  and  all  has  been  quiet  since. 

On  the  21st  of  February  I  despatched  twelve  wagons,  containifig 
stores  belonging  to  the  commission,  to  the  Copper  Mines ;  also  all  the 
oxen  and  beef  cattle,  and  the  mules  not  required  by  the  several  parties 
engaged  in  surveying,  or  otherwise  employed.  As  there  is  good  grass 
near  the  mines,  our  animals  can  be  maintained  there,  and  the  heavy 
expense  of  subsisting  them  here  saved. 

The  following  is  the  present  disposition  of  the  bonndaiy  commission; 

Lieutenant  Whipple,  with  his  assistants,  is  encamped  near  the  point 
where  the  Rio  Grande  strikes  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico, 
engaged  in  making  astronomical  observations  with  the  view  of  fixing 
the  initial  point.  Sefior  Salazar,  the  chief  astronomer  of  the  Mexican 
commission,  is  engaged  on  the  same  duty. 

Mr.  John  Bull,  1st  assistant  surveyor,  is  engaged  in  reconnoitring  the 
country  from  the  Rio  Grande,  near  the  initial  point,  to  the  river  Gila, 
via  tSe  Copper  Mines.  He  is  instructed  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the 
country  west  fi"om  the  initial  point,  so  that  when  the  survey  of  the  line 
begins,  the  party  engaged  in  it  may  be  able  to  proceed  with  all  expe- 
dition. He  is  also  directed  to  ascertain  whether  a  direct  and  practi- 
cable route  exists  from  the  point  referred  to  to  the  Copper  Mines, 
whereby  a  saving  may  be  made  by  avoiding  the  present  circuitous 
route  to  that  place. 

Mr.  Thomas  Thompson  has  charge  of  a  party  engaged  in  surveying 
the  Rio  Grande,  from  San  Elizario  to  tlie  initial  point. 

Mr.  Vaudricourt  and  Mr.  Morehead,  with  their  assistants,  are  making 
a  suiTey  of  the  country  adjacent  to  El  Paso,  on  both  sides  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  which  will  exhibit  the  pass,  the  course  of  the  river  for  ten  miles, 
the  mountains  near  the  various  acequiasy  or  canals  for  irrigating  the  val- 
ley, a  plan  of  the  town  of  El  Paso,  and  of  the  miUtary  post  on  the 
American  side.  As  this  is  the  most  interesting  point  on  the  line  between 
the  two  republics,  Mr.  Vaudricourt,  the  principal  topographical 
draughtsman  of  the  commission,  has  been  instructed  to  make  this  sur- 
vey and  topography  as  complete  as  possible. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Gray,  the  principal  surveyor  to  the  commission,  has  not 
yet  arrived. 

As  soon  as  the  initial  point  is  determined,  I  shall  proceed  there  with 
General  Cond^,  the  Mexican  commissioner,  and  make  arrangements 
for  erecting  the  monument,  as  agreed  upon  by  the  joint  commission. 
At  the  same  time,  I  shall  organize  a  party  to  commence  the  survey  and 
demarcation  of  the  southern  fine  of  New  Mexico,  west  of  the  Rio  Grande 
three  degrees.  This  being  done,  I  propose  then  to  proceed  to  the  Gila, 
near  the  Copper  Mines,  and  trace  that  river  to  its  source;  afterwards 
to  explore  all  its  tributaries,  and,  with  the  scientific  party  which  wiU 
accompany  me,  to  collect  all  the  infijrmation  in  my  power  relative  to 
that  unknown  and  unexplored  region  of  our  territory. 

Believing  that  a  spot  of  ground  near  the  initial  point  might  be  re- 
quired by  the  government  for  a  military  station,  I  have  requested  a 
gentleman,  who  is  about  taking  up  land,  to  procure  a  lot  for  the  United 
StateSf  leaving  it  optional  with  the  government  to  take  it  or  not. 
I  have  to  report  the  ibWpVmg  x^ivg^^tXLOi^&om.  the  boundary  com-. 
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mission:  A.  Von  Steinwehr,  topographical  draughtsman,  and  Eugene 
Hesse,  ditto* 

I  enclose  copies  of  letters  and  other  documents  connected  with  the 
<5ommi3sion,  from  February  16  to  March  14,  1851. 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
Hon«  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart^ 

Secretary  of  the  Interior^ 


£No.  14.]  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso  del  Norte^  Texas,  April  14,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  9th  instant,  I  re- 
<ieived  official  notice  from  Lieut.  A.  W.  Whipple,  acting  chief  astrono- 
mer *of  this  commission,  that  he  had  determined  the  initial  point  on  the 
Rio  Grande,  where  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico  strikes  that 
river  in  latitude  32^  22'  north,  being  the  latitude  agreed  on  by  the 
joint  commission.  This  parallel  of  latitude  was  deduced  from  four 
xiundred  and  thirty-four  astronomical  observations  on  eleven  stars.  On 
the  3d  instant  Lieutenant  Whipple  met  Mr.  Sala^ar,  the  chief  astrono- 
mer of  the  Mexican  commission,  who  had  also  determined  the  point. 
They  then  agreed  to  incorporate  their  observations,  and,  by  giving 
equal  weight  to  each,  tc^ecommend  to  the  joint  commission  the  result 
Bs  to  the  point  to  be  adopted. 

The  joint  commission  has  agreed  to  meet  at  the  initial  point,  as 
above  determined,  on  Monday,  the  21st  instant,  to  ratify  the  decision 
of  the  astronomers,  and  to  lay  the  corner-stone  of  the  monument  which 
is  to  be  placed  thereoo. 

Since  my  last  despatch,  bearing  date  of  March  14th,  the  quartermas- 
ter, commissary,  ana  medical  departments  have  moved  to  the  Copper 
Mines,  accompanied  by  all  persons  connected  with  the  commission  not 
on  duty  near  the  Rio  Grande. 

As  soon  as  the  initial  point  is  marked,  the  operations  of  the  commis- 
sion will  be  west  of  the  Rio  Grande.  All  its  members  will  then  be 
bej'ond  this  river,  except  those  stationed  at  the  astronomical  observa- 
tory, near  El  Paso. 

No  train  or  messenger  has  arrived  here  from  San  Antonio  since  D<3- 
cember  last;  hence  I  am  without  advices  from  the  department  since 
the  11th  of  October.  The  mail  via  St.  Louis  and  Santa  Fe  has  just 
arrived,  but  no  despatches  have  reached  roe  by  it. 

It  is  to  be  r^etted  that  the  principal  surveyor  of  the  commission, 
Andrew  B^  Gray,  esq.,  has  not  arriveia;  nevertheless  the  survey  of  the 
boundary  Une  will  not  be  positponed  in  consequence. 
•  With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  sen^int, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commi^iojier^ 

Hon  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuaiw, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Luerior^  f 
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[No.  15.]  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  Capper  Mines,  Maijr  1861- 

Sir  :  In  my  last  despatch,  bearing  date  the  14th  ultimo,  I  bad  the 
honor  of  advising  you  of  the  movements  of  acting  chief  astfonomer 
Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  preliminary  to  the  establishment  of  the 
initial  point  of  the  boundary  Ime  on  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  chief  astronomers  of  the  two  commissions  having  mutually 
agreed  upon  and  advised  the  commissioners  of  the  spot  wher€,  accord- 
ing j;o  the  results  of  their  united  observations,  the  point  should  be  fixed^ 
the  joint  commissicHi  met  at  the  place  on  the  24th  ultimo,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exapining  and  ratif3dng  the  proceedings  of  said  astronomers^ 
should  they  be  satisfied  with  regard  ta  their  accuracy. 

According  to  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  the  presence  of  the 
chief  surveyors  is  required  on  this  occasion.  The  absence  of  Mr.  A. 
B.  Gray  placed  me  m  a  very  dehcate  position,  which  was  rendered 
still  more  perplexing  by  the  fact  that  the  same  treaty  distinctly  declares 
that  the  chief  surveyor  (no  less  than  the  commissioner)  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  government;  and  no  provisions  are  made  for  contingen- 
cies hke  the  present  one,  nor  have  I  been  clothed  with  power  to  appoint 
an  individual  to  act  temporarily  as  surveyor.  The  dimculty  was  stated 
to  the  Mexican  commissioner,  who,  in  reply,  observed  that  all  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  on  his  part  had  been  made  to  go  forward  with  the 
sui-vey  at  once,  and  he  trusted  it  would  be  proceeded  with  accord- 
ingly. Being  unwilling  that  any  obstacles  in  my  power  to  remove 
should  impede  the  progress  of  this  importantft)usmess,  I  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  mate  known  my  readiness  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  desig- 
nating some  one  to  act  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Gray  for  the  time  beings 
provided  the  Mexican  commissioner,  in  behalf  of  his  government^ 
would  consent  to  the  course,  and  thus  prevent  w  obviate  any  supposed 
cause  of  complaint  by  that  republic  hereafter.  General  Cond^  assent- 
ing to  the  proposition,  I  designated  Lieut.  A.  W.  Whipple  as  acting 
chief  surveyor. 

The  commissioners  and  surveyors  having  visited  the  spot,  designated 
and  examined  the  observations  made,  conferred  together,  and,  being 
satisfied  with  the  proceedings  of  the  astronomers,  ratified  their  deci- 
sion, and  announced,  in  the  presence  of  the  assemblage  collected  on 
the  occasion,  that  they  then  and  there  established  the  initial  point  of 
that  portion  of  the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the  repub- 
Uc  of  Mexico,  which,  at  32°  22!  north  latitude,  is  to  run  westward  3^ 
along  the  whole  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico^ 

And,  as  future  evidence  of  the  decision  made  and  arguments  en- 
tered into  by  the  authorities  representing  and  acting  in  behalf  of  the 
two  repubhcs,  they  then  deposited  at  the  spot  whereon  the  initial-point 
monument  is  to  be  erected,  a  glass  vessel,  containing  a  copy,  in  Span- 
ish and  English,  of  the  accompanying  document,  (marked  A^  duly 
signed,  sealed,  and  witnessed.  In  the  same  vessel  were  placed  a  list 
of  the  members  of  the  United  States  commission,  and  a  fi*agment  of 
the  corner-stone  of  the  Washington  National  Monument. 

At  a  meeting  on  the  following  day,  it  was  decided  that  the  parties 
io  run  this  line  should  be  \mdei  \.\\^  mvmediate  direction  of  Messrs.. 
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Whipple  and  Salazar,  who  are  to  take  the  field  for  the  purpose,  and 
that  tney  should  commence  the  work  on  the  subsequent  Monday, 
April  28. 

I  have  deferred  to  the  present  time  calling  the  attention  of  tjie  de- 
partment to  die  peculiar  situation  in  which  I  am  placed,  to  carry  otlt 
the  instructions  which  were  given  to  nie.  The  commission  was  or- 
ganized in  conformity  with  a  programme  furnished  by  Colonel  J.  D, 
Graham,  U.  S.  topographical  engineers,  at  my  request,  having  in  view-^ 

1st.  The  running  and  marking  of  the  boundary  line. 

2d.  The  establishing  of  two  astronomical  stations — one  on  the  Gila, 
and  one  near  El  Paso. 

3d.  The  examining  of  the  country  on  the  north  and  south  banks  of 
the  Gila,  by  means  of  two  parties  of  engineers  and  surveyors— one  on 
each  side — ^in  order  to  **  ascertain  if  it  be  practicable  and  advantageous 
to  construct  a  road,  canal,  or  railway  upon  either  bank,"  as  required 
by  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo. 

To  carry  out  these  several  objects  successfully  and  expeditiously,  a 

imncipal  surveyor,  Mr.  Andrew  B.  Grajs  was  appointed  by  Congress  : 
bur  first  assistant  surveyors,  to  take  charge  of  the  several  parties  iti 
the  field,  viz:  Mr.  Morehead,  Mr.  Prioleau,  Mr.  Bull,  and  the  assistant 
of  Mr.  Gray,  then  in  California,  were  also  appointed;  and,  in  addition. 
Colonel  McClellan,  chief  astronomer  and  nead  of  the  topographical 
engineers.  Captain  Hardcastle,  and  Lieutenant  J.  G.  Strain,  United 
States  navy. 

Of  these  gentlemen,  all  of  whom  were  expected  to  fill  prominent 
and  highly  important  places,  and  to  take  the  direction  of  parties  at 
astronomical  stations  or  in  the  field,  but  two  remain  at  the  disposal  of 
the  commission  who  are  competent  for  duty.  The  late  chief  astronomer 
has  been  removed ;  Lieutenant  Strain  has  returned  to  Washin^on ; 
the  principal  surveyor,  Mr.  Gray,  and  his  assistant,  have  not  arrived, 
and  I  have  never  received  any  advices  whether  or  not  they  intend  to 
report  themselves  here,  in  accordance  with  the  instmctions  sent  theiii 
many  months  since  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  Neither,  in  fact, 
have  I  any  information  %js  to  their  whereabouts,  which  much  suprises 
me.  Mr.  Morehead  has  been  compelled,  by  illness,  to  return  home ; 
Mr.  Prioleau  is  also  disabled ;  and  Captain  Haidcasde,  of  the  topo- 
graphical engineers,  has  not  returned  from  California.  Those  remain- 
ing are.  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  topographical  engineei*s,  and  Mf. 
John  Bull,  first  assistant  surveyor.  The  former  has  been  assiduously 
employed,  as  you  have  already  been  advised,  in  making  astronomical 
observations  to  determine  the  initial  point,  and  is  now  compelled,  for 
the  want  of  some  other  competent  person  to  do  the  duty,  to  commence 
the  survey  of  the  line  himself,  and  to  determine,  by  astronomical  ob- 
servations, the  western  extremity  of  the  southern  boundary  of  New 
Mexico,  in  conformity  with  the  treaty  and  the  agreement  of  the  joint 
commission. 

For  the  examination  of  the  c#untry  north  of  the  Gila,  Mr.  John  BuH 
will  take  the  charge  of  a  party.  This  genUeman  has  already  recon- 
noitred the  region  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Gila,  and  has  just 
returned. 

I  shall  send  as  efficient  a  party  as  possible  \jKi  e^yamvaa  "^^  ^^>QX!^3::^ 
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south  of  the  Gila,  accompanying  it  myself  a  poition  of  the  way;  after 
which  I  propose  tracing  it  to  its  source,  while  the  other  parlies  are 
surveying  the  opposite  sides  of  the  stream,  downwards. 

The  department  will  perceive,  by  this  arrangement,  that  I  shall 
spare  no  pains  to  prosecute,  with  the  most  available  means  at  my  dis- 
posal, the  main  object  of  the  commission,  viz :  the  running  of  the 
Doundary  line — ^the  examinations  along  the  Gila,  with  a  view  to  the 
practicability  of  a  road  across  the  country,  bein^  deemed  secondary. 

As  to  scientific  explorations,  and  the  other  objects  embraced  in  my 
instructions,  which  it  was  my  earnest  desire  to  carry  on  whilst  the 
surveys  were  progiessing,  cramped,  as  I  now  am,  for  efficient  officers, 
I  shall  be,  very  reluctanUy,  compelled  to  confine  them  within  a  limited 
sphere,  in  order  that  I  may  be  near  the  several  parties  on  the  Gila,  and 
on  the  hne ;  nevertheless,  I  shall  endeavor  to  collect  all  the  informa- 
tion possible  respecting  the  unknown  country  to  be  traversed. 

From  the  information  obtained  by  Mr.  Bull's  party,  along  the  coun- 
try where  the  hne  will  pass,  it  is  evident  we  shall  have  great  diffi- 
culdes  to  overcome.  For  fifty  miles  west  of  the  Rio  Gila  there  is  no 
water,  and  no  grass  for  the  animals ;  water  and  com  must^  therefore, 
be  transported  with  much  labor,  and  at  great  expense.  The  latter  now 
commands  $8  the  fanega  of  150  pounds,  or  about  two  and  a  half  bushels, 
exclusive  of  the  cost  of  tiansportation,  and  is  scarce  at  that  price. 
Provisions,  also,  are  veiy  high,  and  some,  which  are  generally  consid- 
ered among  the  necessaries  of  life,  such  as  vegetables  of  most  kinds, 
axe  not  procurable  at  all.  Everything  we  reqmre  here,  when  attaina- 
ble, commands  as  high  a  price  as,  and  often  higher  than,  it  ever  did  in 
California. 

For  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  supply  of  provisions  and  grain  at  a 
more  reasonable  price,  the  quartermaster  is  about  starting  with  a  train 
for  Yanos,  and  some  other  of  the  Mexican  fiontier  towns.  As  to  the 
necessity  for  grain,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  opinion  of  the  quar- 
termaster, as  set  forth  in  the  accompanying  letter,  marked  B.  The 
importance  of  making  such  a  trip  is  the  greater  at  this  time,  on  account 
of  the  desirableness  of  procuring,  if  possible,  ftesh  vegetables,  as  a  pre- 
ventive of  scurvy,  which  has  made  its  appeaiance  among  the  tro9ps 
here,  at  Cantonment  Dawson. 

For  information  relative  to  the  past  and  contemplated  operations  of 
the  astronomical  and  topographical  corps,  I  would  respectfully  direct 
the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  detailed  commumcation  (marked 
C)  addressed  to  me  by  Lieutenant  A.W.Whipple,  acting  chief  astron- 
omer and  surveyor. 

I,  in  a  former  despatch,  called  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the 
smallness  and  insufficiency  of  the  escort  at  my  disposal.  Troops  were 
sent^  here  under  a  conviction  that   it  was   dangerous   for   surveying 

!)arties  to  traverse  this  cHDuntry  witliout  military  protection  ;  and  vet,  so 
ew  are  the  men  under  Lieutenfmt  Colonel  Craig*s  command,  tliat  no 
adequate  number  for  defence  can  be  se«t  with  the  several  parties  in  and 
about  taking  the  field,  should  any  hostile  demonstrations  be  made  by 
the  Indians.  We  are  in  the  midst  of  their  country.  Our  headquarters 
and  depot  of  provisions  and  other  stores  aie,  and  must  for  some  time  be, 
at  the  Copper  Mmes,  wla\c\i  Yiaa  \L\\!si^wa  \k^^u  ^  raUying-point  and 
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favorite  place  of  resort  for  the  Apaches.  Therefore  a  strong  guard  is 
required  here,  which  leaves  so  few  otherwise  disposable  men  that  the 
four  working  parties  cannot  be  furnished  with  more  than  ten  or  twelve 
men,  a  number  scarcely  sufficient  to  make  even  a  show  of  strength  or 
defence,  and  altogether  too  weak  to  pursue  and  chastise  an  enemy 
should  there  be  just  cause  for  it.  Such,  indeed,  is  the  insufficiency  of 
the  escort  that  I  have  been  compelled,  though  very  reluctantly,  to 
accept  of  an  offer  made  by  the  ftlexican  commissioner,  to  furnish  an 
escort  for  our  party  on  the  line,  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  A. 
W.  Whipple. 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


[  No.  16.  ]        Hbadquartehs  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  New  Mexico^  June  18,  1851. 

Sir:  My  instructions  require  me  to  make  known  to  the  department 
any  changes  that  may  take  place  in  the  organization  of  the  commission. 
I  have,  therefore,  to  report  sundry  resignations  and  other  changes,  the 
cause  of  which  I  will  nrst  speak. 

Immediately  on  my  appointment  as  commissioner,  I  proceeded  to 
Washington  and  reportecl  mj'self  to  the  department.  I  found  there  a 
large  number  of  applications  for  places  in  the  commission,  including 
many  from  mechanics  of  almost  every  trade.  The  necessity  of  a  large 
corps  of  mechanics  did  not  seem  apparent  to  me,  though  I  thought  a 
few  would  be  necessary.  In  the  organization  of  the  commission  I 
advised  with  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  McClellan,  who  had  been 
appointed  chief  astronomer  and  head  of  the  topographical  scientific 
corps,  from  whose  experience  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  consult  innhe 
selection  and  purchase  of  its  outfit,  as  well  as  in  the  selection  of  its 
officers  and  men.  As  the  mechanics  applying  were  almost  exclu- 
sively from  Washington,  I  requested  Colonel  McClellan  to  take  upon 
himself  the  organization  of  this  corps,  selecting  such  as  he  deemed  it 
necessary  to  have.  Many  laborers  were  required,  and  the  Colonel 
stated  that  the  mechanics  could  be  procured,  who  would  serve  at  their 
trades,  or  as  laborers  in  any  duty  required  of  them.  Many  of  the 
mechanics  selected  by  Colonel  McClellan  I  afterwards  consulted  with, 
when  I  stated  to  them,  and  the  Colonel  did  the  same,  that  they  must  go 
with  the  express  understanding  that  they  were  to  perfonn  any  labor  as 
well  as  that  belonging  to  their  respective  professions.  Thirty  mechanics 
were  consequently  selected,  two  by  myself  and  twent)'-eight  by  Colonel 
McClellan,  making  thirty  in  all,  including  foul*  employed  by  him  at  New 
Orleans  and  in  Texas.  The  wages  of  these  men  were  fixed  at  Indianola, 
Texas,  by  Mr.  J.  Chamberlin,  who  was  appointed  overseer  and  super- 
intendent several  months  before  mv  connexion  with  the  commission, 
and  continued^  with  my  consent,  as  superintendent  of  the  mechanics. 
The  wages  so  fixed  were,  with  some  small  dedMcUowsj^  ^^^^^^^^  ^'^ 
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Colonel  McClellan  and  myself.  (See  documents  sent  to  the  department  on 
the  subject,) 

Intending  to  make  the  Copper  Mines  the  headquarters  of  the  com- 
mission, and  its  general  depot  of  provisions,  I  sent  all  its  members  not 
on  duty  to  that  place,  and  directed  the  mechanics  to  put  some  of  the 
dilapidated  houses  in  repair  for  the  accommodation  of  the  comnussion. 
Two  months  after  I  proceeded  there  and  found  that  nothing  had  been 
done,  except  to  repair  a  building  for  the  commissary  and  his  provisions. 
All  the  rest  of  the  commission  were  in  tents,  and  I  was  obliged  to  avail 
myself  of  the  kindness  of  Colonel  Craig,  who  tendered  me  quarters  in 
his  barracks. 

I  then  directed  the  quartermcister  to  put  a  building  in  order  at  once 
for  me,  as  I  was  suffering  from  a  severe  accident.  Three  days  would 
have  suflBced  to  make  this  building  (a  small  mud-house)  comfortable. 
After  one  day's  labor,  Mr.  Myer,  the  quartermaster,  informed  me  that 
the  mechanics  had  refused  to  work,  except  at  their  regular  trades;  I 
then  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Myer,  directing  the  discharge  of  all  who 
had  refused  to  work.  Subsequently  I  had  an  interview  with  each  of 
the  mechanics  referred  to,  when  I  stated  to  them  the  positive  under- 
standing that  they  were  to  be  ready  to  do  any  work  required  by  the 
commission.  Some  of  them  told  me  they  were  unable  to  work  in  the 
sun,  however  willing  they  might  be.  The  result  was  that  the  follow- 
ing left:  C.  W.  Litchfield,  of  Washington,  tailor;  James  E.  Owens, 
of  Washington,  tailor ;  James  Fitzpatnck,  of  New  Orleans,  harness 
maker.  George  McClellan,  of  Washington,  shoemaker,  at  the  same 
time  resigned,  but  not  from  any  unwillingness  to  labor. 

There  remain  a  sufficient  number  of  mechanics  to  perform  all  the 
duty  we  require,  and  the  necessary  laborers  may  be  obtained  at  one 
half  the  price  paid  to  them. 

The  followmg  resignations  have  taken  place  during  the  present 
month :  in  the  corps  of  assistants  to  the  engineers  and  surveyors  at- 
tached to  the  commission,  Peter  B.  Mowry,  of  Tennessee,  William  S. 
West,  of  Washington,  George  W.  Gordon,  of  Washington,  Charles  & 
Mallory,  of  Pennsylvania,  (hospital  steward.)  Matters  of  a  personal 
nature  prompted  the  first  to  resign;  the  others  in  consequence  of  ill 
health,  and  inability  to  perform  duty  in  the  field. 

Mr.  A.  Vaudricourt,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  principal  draughtsmaut 
has  also  resigned,  on  the  ground  that  the  organization  of  the  commis- 
sion was  not  agreeable  to  nim.  Mr.  V.  left  the  commission  at  a  lime 
when  his  services  were  most  needed,  and  his  resignation  would  have 
embarrassed  me  exceedingly,  had  I  not  secured  the  services  of  Mr. 
Von  Hippel,  a  German  draughtsman,  w^ho  is  now  on  the  line  with 
Lieutenant  Whipple,  though  it  is  doubtful  whether  he  will  remain  or 
not.  Mr.  Von  Hippel  is,  therefore,  the  only  draughtsman  in  the  com- 
mission, while  we  started  with  three.  Not  feeling  a  reliance  in  the 
persons  filhng  these  places,  I  invited  Mr.  Henry  C.  Pratt,  of  Boston, 
several  months  since,  to  join  the  commission  as  draughtsman,  and  hope 
he  may  be  induced  to  accept  my  offer.  Mr.  Pratt  is  personally  known 
to  me,  and  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  a  credit  to  the  commission. 

The  resignations  named,  1  ^m  happy  to  say,  will  not  prove  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  oi  tltie  comts\\^i\Q\\>  ^^\dvi^^a  originally  much 
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loo  large.  The  mechanics'  corps  was  not  required,  and  the  expense 
attending  it  will  now  be  reducea  to  one-third  the  original  cost  of  main- 
taining it.  Being  still  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  the  commis- 
sion should  be  as  limited  in  its  number  as  is  consistent  with  a  prompt 
and  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  devolving  on  it,  I  shall  continue 
my  course  of  reduction,  from  time  to  time,  as  business  may  warrant, 
imless  the  department  shall  deem  it  advisable  to  instruct  me  otherwise. 

I  have,  mainly  from  the  absence  of  the  chief  astronomer  and  head 
of  the  topographical  engineers,  been  much  annoyed  and  perplexed  by 
being  called  upon,  and  applied  to,  on  all  occasions,  for  aavice,  instruc- 
tions, &c.,  by  individuals  connected  with  the  several  branches  of  the 
scientific  corps.  This  inevitably  led  to  an  unnecessary  consumption 
of  time,  and  an  unmethodic  mode  of  procedure ;  and,  moreover,  was 
liable  to  eventuate  in  great  confusion  as  to  peculiar  duties,  responsi- 
bilities, &C,  To  obviate  all  these  difficulties,  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
to  place  all  of  the  individuals  under  the  immediate  direction,  supervi- 
sion, and  control  of  one  individual,  to  whom  they  should  be  directly 
responsible,  and  from  whom  receive  their  orders ;  he,  in  a  like  manner, 
to  be  responsible  to,  and,  when  necessary,  to  receive  his  orders  from 
me.  I  therefore  wrote  to  that  effect  to  Lieutenant  Whipple,  putting 
under  his  direction,  as  acting  chief  astronomer  and  principal  surveyor,  • 
in  the  absence  of  those  two  officers,  all  of  the  gentlemen  belonging  to 
the  scientific  corps,  employed,  or  to  be  employed,  in  duties  connected 
with  the  boundary  line. 

I  cannot  doubt  but  that  this  course  will  meet  with  the  approbation 
of  the  department. 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


£No.  17.]      Headquarters  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  dd  Cobrcj  New  Mexico,  July  1,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
a  brief  account  of  a  visit  which  I  lately  made  to  tlie  interior  of  the 
State  of  Sonora,  and  of  my  objects  for  so  doing.  They  were  as 
follows : 

1.  To  ascertain  from  personal  examination  the  condition  of  the  road 
more  known  as  "  Cooke's  road,"  from  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  Pacific,  but 
particularly  of  that  portion  of  it  leading  to  the  Rio  Gila  ;  and  whether 
It  was  a  practicable  route  by  which  the  provisions  of  the  commission 
could  be  transported  for  the  parties  engaged  on  duty  on  the  Gila. 

2.  If  any,  and  to  what  extent,  supplies  of  corn.  Hour,  cattle,  sheep, 
vegetables,  &c.,  could  be  furnished  to  the  commission,  and  on  what 
tenns  delivered  here  or  to  the  engineering  parties  on  the  Gila. 

3.  To  induce  the  people  of  that  State  to  renew  the  trade  formerly 
carried  on  with  the  Copper  Mines. 
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4.  To  obtain  a  supply  of  anti-scorbutics — i.  e.,  vegetables  and 
fruits,  fresh  or  dry. 

A  protracted  journey  down  the  Gila,  absolutely  necessary  for  sur- 
veying and  exploring  parties,  would  require  so  large  a  supply  of  provis- 
ions to  be  transported  by  pack-mules,  and  at  so  great  a  risk  and  expense, 
that  I  believed  it  would  tend  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  commis- 
sion to  transport  them  as  far  as  possible  by  wagons.  There  is  no  road 
near  the  Gila;  and  that  point  of"  Cooke's  road"  where  it  strikes  that 
river  (midway  between  the  Copper  Mines  and  its  junction  with  the 
Colorado)  will  be  an  important  and  central  one  for  a  depot  of  pro- 
visions. 

The  road  is  an  excellent  one  for  one  hundred  and  seventy  miles,  the 
distance  I  traced  it,  and  suitable  for  heavily-laden  wagons,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Guadalupe  pass,  or  the  passage  of  the  mountain  chain, 
which  presents  many  difficulties.  This  pass  is  about  twenty  miles 
across — ^terminating  about  eight  miles  east  of  San  Bernardino  (see 
Cooke's  maps) — ^and  consists  of  a  mountain  chain  over  which  the  road 
passes,  and  a  cafion  or  narrow  defile  in  the  bed  of  a  stream,  hemmed 
m  by  lofty  hills  and  mountains.  By  some  improvements  of  the  road, 
requiring  but  litde  time  and  expense,  by  unloading  the  wagons  and 
•  doubling  each  train,  the  difficulties  here  presented  might  be  overcome. 

I  followed  this  ro«id  about  five  miles  west  of  Blackwater  creek 
(which  was  dry,)  to  which  point,  and  probably  to  the  San  Pedro  river, 
the  road  is  remarkably  good,  except  the  mountain  pass  mentioned. 
Difficulties  may  be  presented  after  the  road  strikes  the  San  Pedro 
river;  nevertheless  I  should  much  prefer  transporting  the  supplies  for 
the  parties  on  the  Gila  by  wagons  oyer  that  road,  than  by  pack-mules. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Craig,  who  accompanied  me,  had  the  same  objects 
in  view  with  myself,  and  for  the  escort  under  his  command  decided  to 
adopt  the  same  course  and  transport  his  supplies  by  wagons. 

It  may  be  said  that  General  Kearny,  with  his  brigade,  and  various 
parties  subsequent  to  his  campaign,  have  gone  down  the  Gila  with 
pack-mules ;  but  their  journey s  were  rapid,  and  they  could  easity  cany 
food  for  thirty  days.  The  progress  of  the  commission  will  be  slow  in 
comparison ;  months  will  be  required  in  tracing  or  surveying  the  Gila, 
and  we  can  scarcely  expect  to  get  through  in  one  season.  Hence  the 
necessity  of  a  depot  midway. 

The  result  of  my  second  inquiry  is  unfavorable  at  present ;  but, 
without  doubt,  corn  and  flour  can  be  produced  by  the  time  we  shall 
require  it.  On  reaching  the  point  at  Colonel  Cooke's  road,  which  he 
says  is  fourteen  miles  from  Fronteras,  I  could  find  no  road,  path,  or 
other  indication  to  show  where  this  place  lay.  I  accordingly  sent  four 
persons,  Messrs.  Cremony,  interpreter,  Thurber,  Steuart,  and  a  Mexi- 
can, to  search  for  the  town,  taking  with  them  my  passport  from  General 
Conde.  After  travelling  due  south  for  thirty  miles  they  reached  Fron- 
teras, where  General  Carrasco,  the  officer  in  command,  immediately 
sent  four  of  his  soldiers  back  to  guide  me  with  the  remainder  of  my 
party  to  this  place.  As  the  country  was  quite  rough,  it  took  me  two 
days  to  reach  them. 

We  were  kindly  received  and  hospitably  entertained  by  General 
Carrasco,  who  had  arrived  vVveie,  vj\\5a.W\.\i\tee  days*  provisions,  \*'ith 
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his  brigade  of  four  hundred  men,  horse  and  foot,  on  a  campaign  against 
the  Apaches,  which  Indians  had  had  entire  possession  of  the  country  for 
several  years.  I  learned  from  him  that  Fronteras,  which  formerly  con- 
tained two  thousand  inhabitants,  was  entirely  abandoned  three  years 
before  in  consequence  of  the  incessant  attacks  of  the  Indians,  who  not 
only  plundered  them  of  their  animals,  but  destroyed  their  crops  and 
murdered  or  carried  into  captivity  all  who  fell  into  their  hands,  whether 
men,  women  or  children.  The  other  towns  in  my  route,  Chinapi, 
Cocuiarachi  and  Bz^cuachi,  with  various  ranches  for  eighty  miles 
south,  were  similarly  depopulated.  In  fact  the  whole  country  as  far 
as  Arispe,  the  former  capital  of  Sonora,  had  been  devastated  by  the 
Apaches. 

Three  months  previous  to  my  visit,  a  plan  had  been  organized  for 
the  re-colonization  of  Fronteras  and  other  places  which  had  been  aban- 
doned, and  five  hundred  of  the  former  inhabitants  of  that  town  had 
returned.  They  had  already  planted  their  corn  and  wheat,  which, 
with  the  usual  yield,  will  give  them  in  the  fall  ten  thousand  bushels 
of  corn  and  five  thousand  bushels  of  wheat,  a  quantity  suBBcient  to 
enable  them  to  sell  more  than  half  and  leave  enough  for  their  own 
consumption.  These  two  important  articles,  therefore,  can  be  pro- 
cured at  that  place  much  lower  than  on  the  Rio  Grande,  besides  being 
nearer  our  proposed  depot  on  the  Gila. 

I  found  people  quite  desirous  to  emigrate  to  the  Copper  Mines,  and 
many  earnestly  begged  me  to  permit  them  to  accompany  me  back. 
There  was,  some  fourteen  years  since,  when  the  mines  were  worked, 
a  considerable  trade  between  here  and  Sonora;  and,  should  a  military 
post  be  maintained  here,  this  trade  will  doubtless  be  renewed.  The 
northern  part  of  Sonora  had  been  so  much  impoverished,  that  no  trade 
can  now  be  expected.  For  the  same  reason  I  could  not  obtain  either 
fruits  or  vegetaoles,  which  I  came  prepared  to  take  back  with  me. 

I  have  not  before  spoken  of  the  strong  tendency  to  the  scurvy  which 
had  manifested  itself  here.  Among  Colonel  Craig*s  soldiers,  num- 
bering some  sixty  men,  there  were,  a  few  days  since,  seven  cases  of 
this  disease ;  and  two  cases  have  appeared  in  the  commission.  The 
latter  yielded  to  medicine',  or  a  change  of  diet ;  but  among  the  former 
the  disease  is  much  more  stubborn.  Vegetables  and  fruits,  which  are 
the  best  anti-scorbutics,  cannot  be  had;  though,  by  the  skill  of  our 
botanist,  Mr.  Thurber,  some  plants  have  been  found  which,  on  being 
boiled,  proved  highly  beneficial.  But  such  is  the  rapidity  with  which 
plants  arrive  at  maturity,  that  this  supply  may  soon  be  exhausted.  We 
shall,  therefore,  be  entirely  destitute  of  vegetables  as  well  as  fruit ;  nor 
can  they  be  obtained.  There  are  many  beautiful  valleys  near  the 
Copper  Mines,  where  both  may  be  cultivated ;  but,  without  irrigating 
canals,  nothing  will  grow.  Up  to  this  time  there  has  been  no  rain,  and 
we  have  had  no  time  to  malvc  the  necessary  canals  for  artificial  irri- 
gation. 

My  journey  to  Sonora  gave  me  an  opportunity  to  notice  the  country 
for  a  long  distance  over  which  the  boundary  line  will  pass,  west  of  the 
Rio  Grande.  After  passing  Ojo  de  Vaca  (see  Cooke's  map)  nothing 
but  a  vast  plain  presents  itself,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  no  mounts 
ains  being  visible  westward.    It  is  doubtful,  therefore,  whether  there 
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is  water  here.  The  Indians  say  there  is  none;  but  I  shall  recommend 
the  exploring  parties  to  examine  the  depressions  in  the  prairies,  with 
the  view  of  dfiscovering  springs  of  water.  Portions  of  the  valley  of 
the  river  Mimbres  might  be  cukivated  to  advantage  to  the  extent  of 
half  a  mile  in  breadth ;  but,  with  this  exception,  there  is  probably  not 
an  acre  of  land  susceptible  of  cultivation  from  the  Rio  Grande  to  the 
San  Pedro.  The  whole  region  south  of  the  range  of  mountains  which 
runs  about  twelve  miles  south  of  the  Copper  Mines  is  a  barren,  desert 
waste,  without  a  single  tree  or  bush,  witn  but  three  or  four  springs  of 
water,  and  destitute  of  grass,  save  the  parched  and  dry  mtuquit^  some 
three  or  foiu:  inches  high. 

Such,  I  may  with  truth  say,  is  a  description  of  the  country  for  one 
hundred  miles  south  of  our  line,  which  runs  three  degrees  west  from 
the  Rio  Grande.  At  about  that  distance  the  river  San  Miguel  is  met, 
on  which  stands  the  village  of  Yanos,  a  place  of  about  five  himdred 
inhabitants.  This  is  the  extreme  out-post  in  the  state  of  Chihuahua, 
and  is  protected  (or,  rather,  has  the  shadow  of  protection)  by  ten  Mex- 
ican soldiers.  West  of  this  there  is  neither  town,  village,  nor  hamlet, 
until  you  reach  Fronteras,  in  Sonora.  The  intermediate  space  is  but  a 
continued  series  of  elevated  hills  and  mountains,  without  crass  or 
water,  except  at  long  intervals,  and  then  the  famished  traveller  may 
only  find  a  few  drops  of  water  trickling  from  the  mountain-side. 
Even  in  my  journey,  so  scanty  was  the  water  that,  in  some  instances, 
we  were  obliged  to  dip  it  up  in  cups  to  fill  our  pails,  and  in  this  man- 
ner water  all  the  animals.  Hence,  in  this  region  there  is  nothing  to 
sustain  life,  and  it  can  never  be  occupied  by  man.  Antelope  and  deer 
are  seen  in  herds  bounding  over  the  hills,  or  browsing  on  the  stunted 
grass  of  the  barren  soil.  Bears  are  often  seen  among  the  mountains; 
and  the  various  camivera  common  in  the  western  portions  of  the  United 
States  are  found  here,  though  in  limited  numbers.  Even  the  feathered 
tribes  present  a  very  limited  variety,  for  the  reason,  doubtless,  that  there 
is  little  to  sustain  them,  and  but  few  trees  for  their  protection. 

Barren  and  desolate  as  this  country  is,  it  is  nevertheless  an  interest- 
ing field  for  the  naturalist.  The  botany  is  new  and  peculiar.  The 
dry  and  parched  soil  furnishes  a  habitation  for  numbers  of  reptiles  and 
small  mammiferous  animals  not  yet  described ;  and  for  the  geologist 
and  mineralogist  a  richer  field  cannot  be  presented  in  any  portion  of 
the  earth.  Such,  however,  was  the  rapidity  with  which  I  travelled, 
from  necessity  and  the  want  of  means  for  making  collections,  that  I 
accomplished  but  little  in  the  department  of  natural  history. 

The  first  attractive  spot  I  met  with  in  my  journey  was  San  Ber- 
nardino, Here  is  a  beautiful  plain,  or  valley,  about  a  mile  in  width 
and  some  ten  or  fifteen  miles  long,  through  which  winds  a  small  riN'ulet 
sustained  by  numerous  springs.  This  valley  bursts  upon  the  sight  as 
the  traveller  descends  from  the  great  mountain  range,  the  passmg  of 
which  presents  so  many  obstacles.  Its  appearance  is  that  of  a  luxu- 
riant meadow,  the  grass  growing  from  three  to  four  feet  in  height.  San 
Bernardino  consists  of  a  ruined  rancho,  or  a  cluster  of  mud-houses, 
enclosed  by  a  wall  of  the  same  material,  formed  into  regular  bastions 
for  defence.  This  wall  encloses  about  two  acres.  The  place  was 
abandoned  some  fifty  ot  smj  ^eai^  «vxvc^,  i^  consequence  of  the  at- 
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tacks  of  the  Indians,  and  has  not  since  been  occupied.  Nothing  now 
remains  but  sufficient  of  its  crumbling  and  falling  walls  to  show  the 
form  and  extent  of  the  original.  This  was  the  most  northerly  colony 
in  Sonora  east  of  the  San  Pedro.  It  was  founded  solely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  using  the  rich  valley  or  meadow  referred  to  for  raising  cattle. 
This  valley,  hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by  barren  hills  and  mountains, 
confined  the  herds  within  a  limited  space,  and  enabled  the  owners  to 
raise  immense  numbers  of  cattle.  When  it  was  abandoned  the  cattle 
were  driven  off;  still  some  remained,  which  had  probably  wandered 
among  the  hills,  from  which  there  has  been  so  large  an  increase  that 
from  this  place  to  the  San  Pedro  river,  and  far  beyond,  immense  herds 
of  wild  cattle  now  roam.  They  were  seen  by  my  party  from  San  Ber- 
nardino to  Fronteras  near  every  spot  where  there  was  grass  or  water. 
Colonel  Cooke,  when  passing  here  in  1846  with  his  brigade  of  four 
hundred  and  sixty  men,  supplied  them  with  fresh  beef  for  two  weeks 
from  these  wild  cattle ;  ana  appearances  indicate  that  the  California 
emigrants  also  get  their  supplies  from  the  same  source. 

From  Colonel  Cooke's  road  at  Blackwater  creek,  (Aquia  Prieta  of  the 
Meiicans,)  where  I  turned  off  to  go  to  Fronteras,  the  country  on  buth 
sides  consists  of  barren  plains  and  short  ridges  of  mountains.  Ap- 
proaching Fronteras,  we  struck  into  a  valley  watered  by  a  small  rivulet, 
"where  the  grass  was  luxuriant  and  wild  cattle  abounded.  The  town 
is  supported  by  this  valley,  which  widens  until  you  reach  it,  presenting 
a  plain  of  six  miles  in  length  by  two  in  breadth.  This  space  of  arable 
land,  limited  as  it  is,  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  largest  and  Uest  in  So- 
nora. The  soil  is  exceedingly  rich,  and  is  capable  of  producing,  as 
heretofore,  abundant  crops  of  corn  and  wheats  (the  only  cereals  culti- 
vated,) fruits  of  various  Kinds,  and,  witli  pains,  every  kind  of  vege- 
tables. But,  like  all  other  Mexican  farms  I  have  seen,  this  species 
of  culture  is  not  attended  to.  Beans,  pumpkins,  and  onions  are  culti- 
vated, but  all  other  vegetables  are  unknown.  But,  rich  as  the  soil  is, 
it  requires  artificial  irrigation  by  acequiaSf  or  canals,  which  head  the 
water  when  required. 

A  small  stream  passes  Fronteras,  and,  although  called  a  river,  would 
scarcely  be  characterized  as  a  creek  in  the  United  States ;  but  the 
streams  here  are  always  very  small.  This  river,  after  passing  Fron- 
teras, winds  its  way  through  mountains,  and  occasionally  expands, 
forming  a  valley,  or  bottom,  covered  with  rank  grass  and  luxuriant 
foliage.  With  the  exception  of  the  small  valleys  which  are  watered 
by  this  stream — and  they  are  exceedingly  few  in  number — the  whole  of 
the  State  of  Sonora  is  a  vast  sierra.  From  the  Gila  southward,  as  far 
as  I  could  judge  from  an  extensive  view  from  the  mountain  tops,  to  the 
ridge  we  crossed,  there  seemed  to  be  a  continuous  plain,  studded  here 
and  there,  at  intervals  of  twenty  or  more  miles,  with  isolated  mountains, 
br  short  ridges  of  mountains.  These  increase  in  number  and  in  height 
as  you  proceed  south,  until  reaching  Fronteras,  when  the  great  Cordillera 
chain  assumes  a  more  decided  aspect.  The  lesser  and  shorter  ridges 
here  unite,  and  form  an  impassable  barrier  called  the  Sierra  Madre, 
(t.  e..  Mother  of  Mountains,)  which,  continuing  through  Mexico,  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  South  America,  forms  the  great  backbone  or 
dividing  ridge  of  the  twq  continents. 
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From  Fronteras  I  continued  my  journey  southwest  to  the  town  of 
Arispe,  eighty-seven  miles  distant,  once  the  capital  of  Sonora.  There 
is  no  wagon-road  to  this  place,  and  but  a  poor  trail  for  mules.  For 
more  than  half  the  distance  we  followed  the  stream;  not  its  banks,  but 
its  very  bed,  crossing  and  recrossing,  and  in  one  instance  through  a 
cafion  hemmed  in  by  perpendicular  walls  of  rock,  from  500  to  1,000 
feet  in  height.  I  was  desirous  to  continue  to  Ures,  the  present  capital, 
a  place  of  eight  thousand  inhabitants ;  but  as  the  only  road  was  in  the 
bed  oi^  the  same  river  through  which  we  had  been  working  our  way 
from  Fronteras,  I  abandoned  the  journey. 

Arispe  is  an  old  town,  well  built  with  adobe  or  mud-houses,  though 
of  a  better  class  than  any  I  had  seen.  It  got  involved  in  the  civil  wars 
which  harassed  and  impoverished  the  country,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  seat  of  government  was,  in  1832,  removed  to  Ores.  Its 
pppulation^has  much  diminished  since,  and  it  now  contains  less  than 
eighteen  hundred  inhabitants.  The  California  emigration,  I  was  told, 
had  withdrawn  msyiy  of  its  people.  This  town  is  sustained  by  a  val- 
ley which  spreads  out  from  the  stream  before  referred  to,  about  one 
and  a  half  mile  in  width. 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  most  obediAt 
servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissionerm 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

«  .  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


[No.  18.]  Headquarters  U.  S.  and  M.  Boundary  Com'n, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  New  Mexico j  July  5,  1851. 

Sir:  By  the  second  and  third  sections  of  the  eleventh  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  it  is  declared  that — 

"  It  shall  not  be  lawful,  under  any  pretext  whatever,  for  any  inhab- 
itant of  the  United  States  to  purchase  or  acquire  any  Mexican  or  any 
foreigner  residing  in  Mexico,  who  may  have  been  captured  by  Indians 
inhabiting  the  territory  of  either  of  the  two  republics,  nor  to  purchase 
or  acquire  horses,  mules,  cattle,  or  property  of  any  kind,  stolen  within 
Mexican  territory  by  such  Indians. 

"And  in  the  event  of  any  person  or  persons,  captured  within  Mexi- 
can territory  by  Indians,  being  carried  mto  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  the  government  of  the  latter  engages  and  binds  itself  in  the 
most  solemn  manner,  so  soon  as  it  shall  know  of  such  captives  being 
within  its  territory,  and  shall  be  able  to  do  so  through  the  faithful  ex- 
ercise of  its  influence  and  power,  to  rescue  them  and  return  them  to 
their  country,  or  deliver  them  to  the  agent  or  representative  of  the 
Mexican  government.  The  Mexican  authorities  will,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, give  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  notice  of  sucn  cap- 
tures, and  its  agent  shall  pay  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  maintenance 
and  transmission  of  the  rescued  captives,  who  in  the  mean  time  shall 
be  treated  with  the  utmost  hospitahty  by  the  American  authorities  at 
the  place  where  they  may  \>e.    ^\i\.SS  ^^  ^gm^^^ment  of  the  United 
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States,  before  receiving  such  notice  from  Mexico,  should  obtain  intelli- 
gence through  any  other  channel  of  the  existence  of  Mexican  captives 
within  its  territory,  it  will  proceed  forthwith  to  effect  their  release  and 
delivery  to  the  Mexican  agent,  as  above  stipulated.'* 

A  case  has  occurred  within  a  few  days  at  this  place,  justifying,  and 
indeed  requiring,  as  I  consider,  some  action  on  my  part  in  order  to  see 
fidthfuUy  carried  out  and  enforced  the  stipulations  above  mentioned. 

On  the  evening  of  the  27th  ultimo,  a  party  of  New  Mexicans  came 
in  here  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  provisions,  &c.,  who  had  with  them 
a  young  female  and  a  number  of  horses  and  mules.  By  what  dropped 
from  them  in  the  course  of  conversation,  it  was  ascertained  the  female 
and  animals  were  purchased  by  them  of  Indians ;  I  therefore  deemed 
it  my  duty,  as  the  nearest  and  highest  representative  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States  in  this  region,  to  cause  them  to  be  detained  fqir 
examination,  and  in  consequence  I  addressed  a  note  to  Brevet  Lieut. 
Col.  Craig,  commander  of  the  escort,  requesting  hijn  to  demand  the 
delivery  up  of  the  female,  and  to  prohibit  the  men,  who  intended  de- 
parting at  early  dawn,  from  leaving  their  encampment  until  further 
orders.  This  request  was  complied  with  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  Lieut.  D.  C.  Green. 

The  ensuing  day  the  three  principal  traders  were  examined  in  refer- 
ence to  the  manner  in  which  they  had  obtained,  and  the  right  they  had  to 
the  possession  of,  the  captive  and  animals.  These  three  persons  were 
Peter  Blacklaws,  a  grocer  in  Santa  Fe,  Pedro  Archeveque,  a  laborer  of 
Algodones,  and  Jos^  Faustin*Valdez,  a  laborer  of  Sanfa  Fe.  They 
were  examined  separate  and  apart,  and  each  one's  testimony  read  to 
him,  and  by  him  pronounced  correct. 

Their  evidence  was  somewhat  contradictory  and  conflicting— more 
particularly  relative  to  the  female.  It  would  seem  there  is  a  party  of 
about  fifty  who  have  been  trading  with  the  Indians  north  of  the  Gila ; 
a  portion  of  them  still  remain  there,  whilst  another  portion  (about 
twenty)  are  here,  on  their  way  back  to  Santa  Fe.  The  whole  have 
been  trading  under  one  and  the  same  license,  although  it  is  acknowledged 
that  the  name  of  no  one  of  them,  save  Peter  Blacklaws,  is  ihserted  in 
it — he,  it  is  said,  being  authorized — which  is  hardly  probable — ^to  add 
to  his  party  as  many  as  he  chose.  This  license  was  called  for,  but  not 
produced,  being,  as  was  stated,  in  the  possession  of  the  other  portion 
of  the  party.  They  seemed  to  consider  themselves  fully  authorized, 
by  virtue  of  the  license,  to  purchase  any  species  of  property  held  by 
the  Indians,  and  this  without  any  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
Indians  obtained  it.  They  seemed  surprised  that  I  should  question 
their  right  on  the  strength  of  a  treaty,  tne  stipulations  of  which  were 
new  to  them. 

As  respects  the  female,  who  it  was  acknowledged  was  bought  of 
the  Pifiol  Indians,  placing  their  conduct  In  the  most  favcM-able  light,  it 
is  quite  apparent  that  she  was  purchased,  like  any  other  article  cf  mer^ 
ckindisei  as  a  matter  of  speculation,  and,  it  is  to  be  feared,  would  have 
been  disposed  of  in  such  a  jmanner  as  might  be  most  for  the  pecuniary 
interest  of  those  holding  her.  According  to  part  of  the  testimony,  the 
expedition  was  fitted  out  for  the  express  purpose  of  buying  her,  it 
being  understood  that  she  was  of  an  exceUealfcjiCLVj^^Naft'^'^xiS.^'^s:^ 

a? 
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a  large  sum  for  her  redetnption.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  declared  that 
they  did  not  go  with  this  intent,  but  that  the  purchase  was  an  incidental 
matter.  Why  she  was  not  conveyed  home,  instead  of  being  destined 
to  a  place  at  a  great  distance  in  another  direction,  or  why  she  wa3 
given  to  understand  that  her  purchaser  was  acquainted  with  relatives 
of  hers  in  Santa  Fe,  when,  by  his  testimony,  he  had  no  such  acquaint' 
ance,  does  not  satisfactorily  appear.  One  answer  given  for  their  not 
carrying  her  home  was,  "that  they  didn't  because  they  didn't;" 
another,  "that  they  didn't  know  the  route;"  another,  "that  they  had 
not  the  means  to  do  it,  and  must  therefore  first  go  home."  The  dis- 
tance from  the  place  of  purchase  to  their  home  is  fi^om  twenty  to 
twenty-five  days'  journey ;  to  her  home,  about  ten  days.  It  is  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  point  out  the  bearing  of  this  upon  their  honesty  or  dis- 
Jjonesty  of  purpose,  or  to  dwell  on  the  other  portions  of  the  testimony. 

This  female  is  quite  young,  artless,  and  interesting  in  appearance, 
prepossessing  in  manners,  and,  by  her  bearing  and  deportment,  gives 
eviaence  that  she  must  have  belonged  to  a  family  well  circumstanced  in 
life.  The  puichaser  belongs  to  a  people  with  whom  the  system  of 
peonage  prevails,  and  among  whom,  as  a  general  thing,  females  are 
not  estimated  so  highly  as  with  us,  more  especially  in  a  moral  point 
of  view.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  reflection  inevitably  forces 
itself  UJQPn  one  that  she  was  incurring  a  great  risk,  instead  of  being 
restoreSFto  her  parents,  of  being  doomed  to  lasting  vassalage  and  the 
loss  of  her  virtue,  for  the  purpose  of  adding  to  the  pecuniary  means  of 
a  speculator,  and  to  gratify  the  base  appetite  of  some  heartless  \%Tetch, 
who,  for  mere  animal  purposes,  would  not  hesitate  to  sacrifice  virtue 
and  innocence.  Be  this  as  it  may,  however — allowing  full  force  to  the 
purchaser's  statement — admitting  that  he  was  proof  against  the  talis- 
manic  power  of  gold,  and  that  he  honestly  and  truly  intended  to  con- 
vey her  to  her  family, — still  his  course  was  unjustifiable,  inasmuch  as 
the  treaty  prohibits  purchases  of  this  kind  ^^  under  any  pretext  what" 
everJ*^  I  therefore  deemed  it  to  be  my  duty — and  a  pleasant  one  it  cer- 
tainly was,  acting  in  behalf  of  the  government,  whom  I  am  here  rep- 
resenting^—to  extend  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
over  her,  and  to  see,  until  such  time  as  she  can  be*  delivered  tober 
parents,  that  she  "  be  treated  with  the  utmost  hospitality  by  the  Amer- 
ican authorities  at  the  place  where"  she  now  happens  to  be. 

The  substance  of  the  following  brief  statement  was  furnished  by 
this  young  captive,  viz  : 

Her  name  is  Inez  Gonzales,  daughter  of  Jesus  Gonzales,  merchant 
of  Santa  Cruz,  near  thb  river  San  Pedro,  in  the  State  of  Sonera*     She 
is  in  the  15th  year  of  her  age.     In  September  last  she  left  home  in 
company  with  her  uncle,  Leoncio  Aldecoa,  her  aunt  and  another  fe- 
male, on  a  visit  to  the  great  fair  of  San  Juan,  requiring  a  journey  of 
about  thirty  days.     With  them,  for  protection,  was  a  guard  often  sol- 
diers, under  the  command  of  an  ensign  named  Joaquin  Limon.     When 
one  day's  journey  out,  towards  the^  hacienda  of  Madalena,  (vi2:"on 
the  30th  September,  1850,)  they  were  attacked  by  a  band  of  piBol  In- 
,dians,  who  overpowered  them,  killed  her'^uncle  and  the  guard,  save 
three  persons,  and  carried  into  captivity  herself  and  female  compan- 
ions, together  with  a  boy  iiaaiedLYi^xvd^^<^  U^cb^co.    ^e  has  been 


S.  I>66.  119.  419 

With  the  Indians  ever  since.  The  other  captives,  she  understands, 
are  now  in  New  Mexico,  having  been  bought  by  a  party  of  New  Mex- 
icans who  made  the  Indians  a  visit  last  winter,  and  who  said  their  in- 
tention was  to  set  them  at  liberty.  The  name  of  her  captor  is  Sepa- 
rilla.  No  improper  freedom  was  ever  taken,  or  attempted  to  be  taken, 
with  her  person ;  she  was,  however,  robbed  of  all  her  clothing,  save  a 
skirt  and  under-linen,  and  was  made  to  work  very  hard.  She  spent 
the  whole  period  of  her  captivity  at  two  of  the  regular  rallying  spots 
or  planting  grounds  of  the  Piftols. 

This  tribe  is  very  large  in  numbers,  and  ranges  over  an  extensive 
circuit  between  the  Sierra  Pifiol  and  Sierra  Blanca — ^ranges  of 
mountains  near  the  San  Francisco  river,*  about  five  days'  journey  north 
of  the  Gila.  Within  this  space,  in  addition  to  numerous  male,  the 
young  lady  knows  of  at  least  twenty  female  captives.  Generally  the 
Indians  are  very  willing,  indeed  desirous  of  selling  ♦hem,  their  very 
object  in  taking  them  being  trade.  For  some  reason,  unknown  to  her, 
they  refused  to  let  her  father  ransom  her;  he  made  a  campaign  against 
them,  and  endeavored  in  vain  to  treat  for  her. 

The  men  speiid  their  time  in  hunting  and  depredating ;  the  women 
are  required  to  do  all  the  work  both  in  the  house  and  out  of  doors — all 
females  in  this  respect  are  ti'eated  alike,  their  own  faring  no  better 
than  captives. 

The  Mexican  who  bought  her,  Pedjro  Archeveque,  told  her  he  knew 
an  aunt  of  hers  in  Santa  Fe.  The  place  where  the  purchase  was 
made  is  about  ten  days'  Journey  from  Santd  Cruz.  She  is  very  desi- 
rous of  being  restored  to  her  home. 

General  Garcia  Cond^,  the  Mexican  commissioner,  being  encamped 
within  twenty-six  miles  of  this  place,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  despatA 
a  special  messenger  to  him,  requesting  his  presence  to  advise  and  co- 
operate with  me  in  this  matter.  He  accordingly  visited  me,  and,  upon 
inquiry,  he  ascertairfkd  that  he  was  acquainted  with  the  father  of  the 
released  captive,  who  was  a  highly  respectable  citizen  of  Santa  Cruz. 
He  approved  warmly  of  my  course,  evincing  as  it  would,  to  his  gov- 
ernment, the  desire  and  determination  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
solfemnly  and  faithfully  to  fulfil  treaty  stipulations.  He  also  particu- 
larly solicited  that  the  female  should  be  kept  under  my  protection  until 
such  time  as  she  could  be  most  safely  returned  home. 

As  respects  the  animals,  the  General  was  fully  satisfied  that  they 
were  the  property  of  the  Sonorians,  or  other  Mexicans,  the  Indians 
having  of  late  driven  off  a  large  number  from  Sonora.  Besides,  these 
were  branded ;  the  brands  were  not  Indian,  and  the  New  Mexicans 
seldom  use  a  brand.  It  was,  therefore,  decided  to  retain  these  here 
until  a  special  messenger  could  be  sent  to  Sonora,  and  an  opportunity 
offered  tor  the  identification  of  the  property. 

Another  incident  upon  which  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty  has  a  di- 
rect bearing,  occurred  on  the  day  succeeding  that  of  the  event  just  re- 
lated. Two  Mexican  boys  sought  refuge  in  our  camp  from  their  In- 
dian captors.  They  were  brought  to  my  quarters,  and,  on  being  ques- 
tioned, stated  that  they  were  stolen  fi-om  their  homes  and  made  pris- 

■     I , : : '■ — : > Ijii  II 

*Ther»  are  two  ■Ufcams  by  ito  luune  on  Emory 'i  map,  whidi  «m^v^  \s^V(^  ^^Qc^\\ 
to  the  eaatem  one.      * 
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oners  by  the  Apaches*  One  named  Saverro  Aredia,  aged  abont  13 
years,  was  taken  from  the  town  of  Bacuachi,  in  the  State  of  Sonora, 
six  months  ago ;  the  other,  Jos  i  Freinfan,  10  or  12  years  of  age,  from 
Fronteras,  in  the  same  State,  and  has  been  held  a  prisoner  six  years. 
They  overheard  the  Indians  who  had  visited  the  Copper  Mines  speak 
of  us,  and  believing  that  they  would  find  protecUon  m  bs,  sought  our 
camp. 

When  brought  to  my  camp,  Mangus  Colorado  and  Delgadito,  two 
prominent  chiefs  of  the  Apaches,  and  a  number  of  their  tribe,  were 
present :  they  knew  of  the  escape  of  these  boys,  and  at  once  proposed 
to  me  to  buy  them.  I  declinea,  telling  them  plainly  that  the  Ameri- 
cans did  not  buy  captives ;  and,  furthermore,  that  having  sought  my 
protection,  I  should  not  deliver  them  up.  I  endeavored  in  vain  to 
make  them  comprehend  our  treaty  witn  Mexico  to  restcre  to  her  all 
captives  taken  by  the  Indians  which  fell  into  our  hands.  The  chie& 
did  not  or  would  not  comprehend  my  noeaning,  or  be  satisfied,  and 
left  our  camp  evidently  much  offended.  I  requested  Mangus  Colo- 
rado, who  is  the  head  chief  of  the  Apaches,  to  come  in  the  following 
day,  when  I  would  endeavor  to  make  him  satisfied.  The  next  day 
General  Cond6  arrived,  and  on  laying  the  facts  before  him,  requested 
that  I  would  enforce  the  stipulations  referred  to  in  the  11th  article, 
which  renders  it  obligatory  on  the  United  States  "  to  rescue  and  re- 
tiun  to  their  country  any  person  or  persons  captured  within  the  Mexi- 
can territory  by  Indians."  ^ 

Mangus  did  not  come  in  as  requested,  and  I  was  fearful  that  the 
friendly  feeling  which  existed  between  the  commission  and  the  Indians 
would  be  terminated  by  this  event.  The  treaty  strictly  prohibits, 
*^under  any  pretext  whatever,"  any  inhabitant  of  the  United  States 
piurchasing  or  acquiring  any  Mexican  captive.  Hence  I  could  not  be- 
come a  purchaser,  and  General  Cond^  was,  by  the  existii^  law  of 
Mexico,  prevented  from  doing  so.  Several  confeynces  were  held,  and 
on  one  occasion  Ponces  a  shrewd  and  influential  chief,  got  so  excited 
that  serious  consequences  were  anticipated.  Mr.  Cremony,  our  inter- 
preter, now  set  this  man  aside,  and  we  held  a  talk  with  Delgadito, 
a  more  quiet  chief.  The  result  was  favorable,  the  matter  being  so  ar- 
ranged tnat  the  captives  should  be  retained  by  us  and  our  fiiendly  re- 
lations not  be  impaired. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  boundary  survey,  this  afikir,  had  it  not 
been  amicably  adjusted,  might  have  pro^^d  a  most  serious  obstacle  to 
us  in  prosecuting  our  duties;  and  1  was  compelled  to  state  to  the 
chiefs,  that,  if  they  brought  captives  to  our  camp,  or  if  they  escaped 
and  appealed  to  me  tor  protection,  I  should,  be  obliged  to  extend  it  to 
them,  m  order  to  fulfil  our  solemn  obligations,  to  Mexico :  that  the 
Americans  always  fiilfilled  their  promises,  and  would  do  so  to  tbQ 
Indians  as  well  as  to  the  Mexicans. 

These  Indians  are  now  encamped  about  ten  miles  from  the  Copper 
Mines,  with  a  large  force.  They  visit  us  daily,  and  are  apparendj 
veiT  friendly.  Our  mules,  horses,  and  cattle  are  sent  to  graze  in  the 
valley  of  the  Mimbres,  eight  miles  distant,  where  they  can  have  the 
bezant  of  good  rarass  and  water,  and  are  completely  in  the  power  of 
tb&se  lodianS)  if  uiey  weie  ^*b;^^^  Vk>  dd^^  wm  q^.    1^  promisii^ 
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QS  their  friendship,  I  have  told  them  they  must  evince  it  by  protecting 
our  animals ;  and  that  if  unfriendly  or  bad  Indians  shoula  attempt 
to  steal  them,  or  they  should  wander  from  their  herds,  they  must 
restore  them  to  us.  This  they  promised  to  do,  and  they  have  faith 
fully  fulfilled  their  promise.  In  one  instance  some  of  our  animals 
were  stolen,  and  on  several  occasions  they  strayed  away ;  in  every 
instance  the  Indians  have  restored  them  to  us.  On  one  occasion 
Mangus  Colorado,  whilst  on  a  hunting  excursion,  noticed  some  ani- 
mal tracks,  and,  by  the  halter-trail,  he  knew  they  belonged  to  us.  He 
followed  them  ^r  miles  into  the  mountains,  secured  them,  and,  aban- 
doning his  hunt,  he,  late  in  the  day,  travelled  many  miles  further  to 
bring  them  to  us. 

The  members  of  the  commission  go  where  they  please,  for  twenty  or 
thirty  miles  around  the  Copper  Mines,  in  small  parties,  or  alone,  and 
have  never  been  molested.  Our  wagons,  with  stores,  go  unprotected 
to  and  fix)m  the  surveying  parties  on  the  line,  and  the  surveyors  and 
their  attendants  are  scattered  along  the  line  jRn*  fifty  miles,  in  small 
parties,  where  the  escort  can  afford  but  little  protection.  Hence  the 
^eat  importance  to  the  success  of  the  commission  of  maintaining 
friendly  relations  with  the  Indians.  I  have  given  the  chiefs  and  their 
families  presents,  and,  in  a  few  days,  shall  distribute  among  the  others 
a  portion  of  the  goods  belonging  to  the  commission,  which  were 
brought  out  for  this  purpose. 

I  am  firmly  of  the  opinion,  which  I  have  always  entertained,  thai 
kind  treatment,  a  rigid  adherence  to  what  is  right,  and  a  prompt  and 
invariable  fulfilment  of  all  promises,  will  secure  the  frienaship  of  the 
Apaches,  a  tribe  of  Indians  which  has  the  reputation  of  bein^  the  most 
hostile  and  treacherous  to  the  whites  of  any  between  the  Rio  Grande 
and  the  Pacific.  It  is  the  intercourse  of  unprincipled  traders  and  emi- 
grants, who  sow  the  seeds  of  intemperance  and  vice  among  them, 
which  has  created  most  of  the  difficulty  heretofore  experienced. 
These  men  defraud  them  of  their  property,  and,  on  the  slightest  pre- 
tence, take  their  lives.  That  they  feel  the  greatest  hatred  towards  the 
Mexicans  is  true,  and  they  certainly  have  reason  for  entertaining  a 
strong  antipathy  to  them.  Acts  of  treachery  of  the  grossest  and  most 
unwarrantable  nature  have  been  practised  by  the  Mexicans  towards 
them;  and,  though  years  have  passed  away  since  these  events  oc- 
curred, they  are  not  forgotten  by  the  Apaches.  Revenue  with  them, 
or  a  desire  of  retributive  justice,  as  in  our  own  case  we  should  term  iu 
increases  as  the  events  recede  which  gave  rise  to  the  feeling  or  desire. 

The  Copper  Mines  Apaches  occupy  the  country  on  both  sides  of  the 
Rio  Granoe,  and  extena  west  to  the  Pimos.  Their  incursions  extend 
far  into  the  States  of  Chihuahua  and  Sonora,  and  during  portions  of 
the  year  ttey  reside  there.  On  the  north  they  do  not  extend  more 
tlian  four  or  five  days  north  of  the  Gila.  From  the  best  information 
that  I  can  gain,  their  numbers  have  been  ^atly  reduced  within  the 
last  five  years.  Omitting  those  east  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  those  north 
of  the  Gila,  it  is-not  believed  that  they  can  muster  two  hundred  war- 
riors. East  of  the  Rio  Grande,  between  the  Sacramento  mountains 
land  the  Pecos,  (or  Puerco,  as  it  appears  on  some  ma{:/l,)  afe  other 
Apache  tribes,  more  numerous  than  those  ^li\id.e^\o>a^fet^*   'W^o^fc 
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Indians,  it  is  believed,  occupy  the  richest  portion  of  New  Mexicor  The 
country  is  said  to  be  well  watered,  the  soil  excellent  and  well  tim- 
bered. They  k.eep  up  a  show  of  friendship  with  the  settlements  by 
Bending  their  old  men  and  women  to  trade  and  beg,  but  rarely  do  the 
warriors  show  themselves.  I  haye  no  doubt  but  that  a  parqr  c^  whites 
would  be  kindly  received  by  them* 

Circumstances  having  compelled  me  to  speak  of  the  11th  article  of 
the  treaty  and  its  stipulations,  I  will  take  the  present  occasion  to  add 
a  few  words  on  the  subject. 

Since  the  arrival  of  the  commission  in  this  countn^  tbe  questions 
involved  in  this  article  have  frequently  beea  brougff  to  my  atten- 
tion ;  but  having  no  instructions  firom  the  government  in  relation  to 
it,  I  could  neither  give  advice^  nor  use  aay  measures;  towards  enforcing 
or  carrying  out  the  stipulations  referred  to.  The  facts  of  continued 
aggressions  by  the  Indians  on  the  Mexicans  and  Americans  on  the 
frontier  have  been  made  known  to  me.  They  have  oceurred  within 
one  hundred  yards  of  my  own  quarters.  Yet,  in  not  a  single  instance 
has  an  arm  been  raided  to  recover  the  property  or  dbastise  the 
offenders.  It  is  known  that  the  animals  stolen  have  been  taken  from  one 
portion  of  New  Mexico  and  carried  to  another,  and  openly  sold  there  ; 
and  an  instance  has  been  related  to  me  by  a  respectable  citizen  of  the 
State,  that  he  had  himself  purchased  of  the  Indians  the  property  stolen 
from  him,  when  it  was  exhibited  for  sale  in  the  town  of  Manzana* 
The  frontiers  of  Spnora  have  been  the  scene  of  murder  and  robbery  by 
the  Apaches  beyond  that  of  any  portion  of  Mexico.  Towns  and 
villages  have  been  depopulated,  and  the  whole  country  laid  waste. 
Three  days  before  I  crossed  tlie  Yanos  road,  which  intersects  Cooke's, 
(see  his  map,)  a  band  of  Apaches  attacked  a  party  of  Americans,  ten 
in  number,  who  were  emigrating  to  California  from  El  Pasp,  with  two 
wagons  and  much  valuable  property.  One  man  was  killed,  and  the 
rest  escaped,  after  three  had  been  badly  wounded,  leaving  their 
wagons  and  property.  They  reached  Yzmos,  when  General  Carrasco, 
who  happened  to  be  there,  despatched  tiyo  hundred  of  his  soldiers  in 
pursuit  on  the  road  where  tlie  attack  was  made.  This  detachment  I 
met  near  the  Guadalupe  pass  when  returning  from  Sonora.  With  the 
remainder  of  his  brigade  General  Carrasco  took  another  road,  in  the 
hope  of  intercepting  the  Indians  referred  to.  It  was  the  intention  of 
this  officer  to  march  to  the  Gila  with  his  entire  brigade  of  four  hundred 
men,  and  attack  the  Indians  wherever  he  could  find  them.  It  would 
be  well  if  the  United  States  could  co-operate  with  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment at  this  time,  as  we  could  doubtless  regain  the  many  captives  held 
by  the  Indians,  near  the  Gila,  and  effect  a  treaty  of  peace  with  them. 

In  the  treaty  stipulation  there  is  one  serious  omission — accidental,  or 
resulting  from  a  singular  oversight.  Article  11  is  extremely  stringent 
in  its  requisitions  upon  the  United  States  to  succor  and  restore  to 
liberty  Mexicans  hela  in  captivity  by  the  Indians;  but  not  one  word 
is  said  relative  to  the  protection  of  our  own  citizens,  and  it  is  in  no  way 
made  obligatory  on  Mexico  to  release  from  similar  bondage  any 
Americans  that  may  be  found  or  known  to  be  in  thd-possession  of  the 
Indian^    X^ere  is  no  reciprocity  in  the  article  i  it  seems  to  have  bcca 
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Tamed  fiir  the  sole  and  exclusive  benefit  of  one  of  the  parties  to  the 
treaty, 

I  beg  leave  also  to  suggest  that  extreme  caution  should  be  used, 
and  a  nice  discriminating  judgment  exercised,  in  the  matter  of  grantin|^ 
licenses  to  trade  with  the  Indians.  No  unlimited  license  (as  to  the 
number  of  the  persons  authorized  to  trade)  should  be  granted,  neither 
should  one  be  issued  to  any  but  a  responsible  and  trustworthy  indivi- 
dual, that  the  number  constituting  a  party  may  not  be  illegally  in- 
creased ;  and  to  insure  safety  against  unlawful  and  dishonest  traffic 
and  purchases,  the  regulation  prohibiting  the  sale  of  liquors  should 
be  so  an^ended  as  to  forbid  the  sale  or  furnishing  in  any  ipanner  of 
intoxicating  liquors  to  the  Indiana,  inasmuch  as  the  law  is  now  virtually 
evaded  and  rendered  null  by  the  giving  away  of  inebriating  drinks. 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior^  Washington. 


[To  accompany  detpatch  No.  18,  dated  JuYy  5,  1831.] 

Arguments  between  J.  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner^  through  John  C.  Cremony^ 
interpreter  J  toith  the  chiefs  of  the  Apaches^  relative  to  tlie  Mexican  captives 
taken  from  them  in  July,  1851. 

Mangus  Colorado,  Why  did  you  take  our  captives  fix)m  us? 

Commissioner.  Your  captives  came  to  us  and  aemanded  our  protection. 

Mangus  Colorado.  You  came  to  our  country.  You  were  Well  re- 
ceived by  us.  Your  lives,  your  property,  your  animals  were  safe. 
Y'ou  passed  by  ones,  by  twos,  and  by  threes  through  our  country ;  you 
went  and  came  safe;  your  strayed  animals  were  always  brought 
home  to  you  again.  Our  wives,  our  children,  and  women  came  here 
and  visited  your  houses.  We  were  friends ! — we  were  brothers ! 
Believing  this,  we  came  among  you,  and  brought  our  captives,  relying 
on  it  that  we  were  brothers,  and  that  you  would  feel  as  we  feel.  We 
concealed  nothing.  We  came  not  here  secretly,  or  in  the  ni^t.  *  We 
came  in  open  day,  and  before  your  faces ;  and  we  showed  our  captives 
to  you.  We  believed  your  assurances  of  friendsliip,  and  we  ti*usted 
them.  *  Why  did  you  take  our  captives  from  us  ? 

Commissioner.  What  we  have  said  to  you  is  true  and  reliable.  We 
do  not  tell  lies.  The  greatness  and  dignity  of  our  natipn  forbids  us 
doing  so  mean  a  thing.  What  our  great  brother  has  said  is  true,  and 
good  also.  I  will  now  tell  him  why  we  took  his  captives  from  him. 
Four  years  ago  we,  too,  were  at  war  with  Mexico.  We  know  that 
the  Apaches  make  a  distinction  between  Chihuahua  and  Sonora.  They 
are  at  peace  with  Chihuahua,  but  always  fighing  against  Sonora.  We, 
in  our  war,  did  not  make  that  distinction.  The  Men^^cans,  whether 
living  in  one  or  the  other  State,  are  all  one  nation,  and  we  fought  them 
as  a  nation.    Well ;  when  the  war  was  over,  in  which  we  coviajvftx«.d> 
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we  made  peace  with  them.  They  are  now  our  friends;  and,  by  the 
terms  of  the  peace,  we  are  bound  to  protect  them.  We  told  you  this 
when  we  came  to  this  place,  and  we  requested  you  to  cease  your  hos- 
jlilities  aminst  Mexico.  Well;  time  passed,  and  we  grew  very  friendly.; 
Everything  went  well.  You  came  in  here  with  your  captives.  Who 
were  these  captives?  Mexicans:  the  very  people  we  told  you  we 
were  bound  to  protect  We  took  them  from  you,  and  sent  them  to 
General  Garcia  Cond6,  who  will  set  them  at  liberty  in  their  own  coun- 
try. We  mean  to  show  you  that  we  cannot  lie.  We  promised  protec- 
tion to  the  Mexicans,  and  we  gave  it  to  them.  We  promise  friendship 
Imd  protef^on  to  you,  and  we  will  give  it  to  you.  If  we  had  not  done  so 
to  Mexico,  you  could  not  have  believed  us  with  regard  to  yourselves* 
We  cannot  lie. 

^ Ponce.  Yes;  but  you  took  our  captives  from  us  without  beforehand 
cautioning  us.  We  were  ignorant  of  this  promise  to  restore  captives* 
They  were  made  prisoners  in  lawful  warfare.  They  belong  to  us ; 
they  are  our  property.  Our  people  have  also  been  made  captives  by 
the  Mexicans.  If  we  had  known  of  this  thing,  we  should  not  have 
come  here.     We  should  not  have  placed  that  confidence  in  you* 

Commissioner.  Our  brother  speaks  angrily,  and  without  due  reflec- 
tion. Boys  and  women  lose  their  tamper,  but  men  reflect  and  argue ; 
and  he  who  has  reason  and  justice  on  his  side,  wins.  I  have  do  doubt 
that  you  have  suffered  much  by  the  Mexicans.  This  is  a  question  in 
which  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  tell  who  is  right,  or  who  is  wrong* 
You  and  the  Mexicans  accuse  each  other  of  being  the  aggressors.  Our 
duty  is  to  fulfil  our  promise  to  both.  This  opportunity  enables  us  to 
shgw  to  Mexico  that  we  mean  what  we  say ;  and  when  the  time  comes 
we  will  be  as  ready  and  prompt  to  prove  the  good  faith  of  our  promises 
to  you. 

Ponce.  I  am  neither  a  boy  nor  a  squaw ;  I  am  a  man  and  a  brave. 
I  speak  with  reflection  ;  I  know  what  I  say.  I  speak  of  the  wrongs  we 
have  sufiered,  and  those  you  now  do  us,  (very  much  excited.)  You 
must  not  speak  any  more.  Let  some  one  else  speak,  (addressing  Mr* 
Cremony,  tne  interpreter.) 

Commissioner.  I  want  you  to  understand  that  i  am  the  very  one  to 
speak;  the  only  one  here  who  can  speak,  (peremptorily.)  Now  do  yon 
sit  down.  I  will  hold  no  more  talk  with  you,  but  will  select  a  was, 
(beckonifg  to  Delgadito.)  Do  you  come  here  and  speak  for  your 
nation. 

Delgadito.   JiCt  my  brother  declare  the  mind  of  his  people. 

Commissioner.  I  wish  to  explain  to  our  Apache  brethren  the  reasons 
that  have  actuated  us  in  this  thing,  and  what  we  can  do  for  the  mas- 
ter of  these  cwtives.  We  know  that  you  have  not  done  this  thing 
secreUy,  or  in  mb  dark.  You  came  as  braves,  in  open  day,  and  brought 
your  captives  among  us.  We  are  obliged  to  obey  the  orders  of  our 
great  chief  in  Washington,  as  much  as  you  warriors  are  obliged  to 
obey  your  commanders.  The  great  chief  of  our  nation  says :  **  You 
must  take  all  Mexican  captives  that  you  meet  among  the  Apaches  and 
set  them  at  libkierty.'*  Now  this,  you  must  know,  we  cannot  disobey. 
Tor  this  reason  we  have  taken  your  captives  from  you.  ^ 

Delgadito.    We  do  not  dovxbX.\!ti<&\<^d  oC  our  brave  white  brethren  ^ 
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the  Americans  are  braves — we  know  it;  and  we  believe  a  brave  scorns 
to  lie.  But  the  owner  of  these  captives  is  a  poor  man ;  he  cannot  lose 
his  captives,  who  were  obtained  at  the  risk  of  his  Ufe,  and  purchased 
by  the  blood  of  his  relatives.  He  justly  demands  his  captives.  We 
are  his  friends  and  relatives,  and  we  wish  to  see  this  demand  complied 
with.    It  is  just;  and  as  justice,  we  demand  it. 

Cotnmisiioner.  I  will  now  tell  my  Apache  brethren  what  can  be 
done  for  them.  The  captives  cannot  be  restored.  The  commissioner 
cannot  buy  them ;  neither  can  any  American  buy  them ;  but  there  is 
here  in  our  employ  a  Mexicwi  who  is  anxious  to  buy  them,  and  restore 
them  to  their  homes.  We  have  no  objections  that  this  Mexican  should 
do  so ;  and  if  he  is  not  rich  enough,  some  of  us  will  lend  him  the 
means  to  do  it. 

Delgadito. — The  owner  does  not  wish  to  sell ;  he  wants  his  captives. 

Commissioner. — I  have  already  told  my  brother  that  this  cannot  be* 
I  speak  not  with  two  tongues.     Make  up  your  minds. 

Vdgadito.^^The  owner  wants  twenty  horses  for  them. 

Commissioner, — The  Apache  laughs  at  his  white  brother!  He  thinks 
him  a  squaw,  and  that  he  can  play  with  him  as  with  an  arrow !  Let 
the  Apache  say  again. 

Delgadito. — The  brave  who  owns  these  captives  does  not  wish  to 
sell.  He  has  had  one  of  those  boys  six  years.  He  grew  up  under  him. 
His  heart-strings  are  bound  around  him.  He  is  as  a  son  to  his  old  age. 
He  speaks  our  language,  and  he  cannot  sell  him.  Money  cannot  buy 
afiection.  His  heart  cannot  be  sold.  He  taught  him  to  string  and  shoot 
the  bow,  and  to  wield  the  lance.  He  loves  the  boy  and  cannot  sell 
him.  t 

Commissioner. — ^We  are  sorry  that  this  thing  should  be.  We  feel  for 
our  Apache  brother,  and  wouM  Uke  to  lighten  his  heart.  But  it  is  not 
our  fault.  Our  brother  has  fixed  his  affections  on  the  child  of  his  enemy. 
It  is  very  noble.  But  our  duty  is  stem ;  we  cannot  aVoid  it.  It 
wounds  our  hearts  to  hurt  our  friends ;  but  if  it  were  our  own  children, 
and  duty  and  the  law  said  "  part  with  them !"  part  with  them  we  should. 
Let  our  Apache  brother  reflect  and  name  his  price. 

Delgadito. — What  will  you  give? 

Commissioner. — If  my  brethren  will  come  with  me  we  will  show  themi 

Here  the  council  dissolved  and  repaired  to  the  commissary's  stores, 
attended  by  the  Mexican  purchaser,  where  goods  to  the  amount  of  $250 
were  laid  out,  which  they  accepted,  and  the  business  was  concluded. 


[No.  19.]      Headquarters  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  New  Mexico^  Julif  7, 1851, 

Sir:  Mr.  S.  P.  Sanford  arrived  here  on  the  24th  June,  bringing  me 
your  despatch  of  March  11;  also  from  San  Antonio,  your  several  des- 
patches of  October  23, 1850,  January  23, 25,  and  30,  February  13  and  22, 
1851,  with  accompanying  documents,  and  two  volumes  containing  the 
records  and  letter-book  of  the  commissionf  from  Major  W.  H.  Emory,  all 
of  \^ch  had  been  lying  in  the  post  oflSce  at  San  Antonio  for  the  want 
of  conveyance  to  El  Paso.  * 


426  S.  Doc.  119. 

In  your  despatch  of  October  23d  last  you  recommend  that,  "  with  a 
view  of  establishing  a  system  of  responsibility  and  discipline  throughout, 
the  scientific  corps  on  our  side  be  placed  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham,  to  receive  from  him  such  written  and  verbal 
instructions  a^  he  may  deem  necessary,"  &c.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to 
state  that  the  necessity  of  a  systematic  organization  became  apparent  to 
me  before  the  organization  of  parties  for  active  duty  in  the  field ;  and 
that,  accordingly,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  Lieutenant  Whipple,  acting 
chief  astronomer  and  surveyor,  on  the  10th  of  April,  on  the  subject,  (a 
copy  of  which  was  forwarded  to  the  department)  to  which  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  you. 

I  regret  to  learn  from  your  despatch  of  March  11,  that  Congress  has 
appropriated  but  $100,000  to  defray  the  expense  of  running  and  mark- 
ing the  boundary  line  for  the  present  year,  the  inadequacy  of  which 
must  be  apparent;  and  I  fear  that  before  the  meeting  of  the  next  Con- 
gress, the  want  of  means  may  retard  and  seriously  aSect  the  progress 
of  the  survey.  We  are  in  a  country  which  produces  scarcely  sufficient 
for  the  consumption  of  the  people;  where  tnere  is  no  market  except 
that  growing  out  of  the  wants  of  the  army,  and  passing  emigrants  to 
California.  Hence  there  is  no  competition,  and  the  seller  may  claim 
and  exact  the  most  exorbitant  price.  This  high  price  for  every  article 
we  require  has  greatly  increased  the  expenses  of  the  commission,  and 
there  is  no  prospect  of  a  reduction  in  prices  the  present  season. 

Our  outfit  of  wagons,  horses,  mules,  oxen,  &c.,  was  attended  with  a 
great  expense,  and  formed  by  far  the  largest  item  in  our  expenditures;  but 
this  shall  not  occur  a^^ain  unless  accident  should  deprive  us  of  them. 

The  injunctions  given  me  in  the  same  despatcn,  of  March  11,  to 
"reorganize  and  curtail  the  force  employed  to  the  lowest  possible 
limit,  meets  my  most  hearty  approval.  They  shall  be  carried  out 
promptly,  and  the  commission  reduced  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the 
duties  to  be  performed.  I  have  long  been  impressed  with  this  view; 
and  it  has  been  my  desire  to  reduce  it  since  its  arrival  in  Texas.  I 
have  already  maae  a  great  reduction ;  and  a  few  weeks  before  the 
receipt  of  your  despatch  eight  persons  left,  whose  combined  pay 
amounted  to  $5,000  per  annum,  by  my  aiding  them  to  reach  their 
homes.     (See  despatcn  No.  16,  June  18.) 

With  respect  to  the  original  organization  of  the  commission,  I  beg 
leave  to  lay  before  the  department  the  following  facts: 

The  appropriation  of  $135,000  made  by  Congress  for  the  year  be- 
ginning with  July,  1850,  had  in  view,  in  addition  to  the  running  and 
marking  of  the  boundary  line  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty,  "the 
examination  of  the  country  on  both  banks  of  the  Gila,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain if  it  be  practicable  and  advantageous  to  construct  a  road,  canal, 
or  railway." 

The  subject  of  a  railway,  or  military  road,  to  California,  had  been 
occupying  the  attention  of  the  United  States  government  and  the  people 
since  California  had  become  a  portion  of  the  republic.  Various  plans 
had  been  submitted  and  routes  suggested.  Tne  northern  roule,  now 
chiefly  travelled,  via  Salt  Lake  and  Humbddt's  river,  is  an  indirect  one 
and  attended  with  manv  difficulties.  That  by  the  Gila  was  knqgvn  to 
be  more  direct;  butlilUe  v^  Vnowu.  aa  to  the  practicability  of  con- 
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structing  a  road  along  its  banks.  The  commission  for  running  and 
marking  the  boundary  was  at  this  time  determined  on,  and  the  appro- 
priation above  referred  to  contemplated  the  examination  jind  survey  oi 
the  Gila,  for  the  purpose  named.  A  mere  examination  of  the  river's 
banks,  it  was  believed,  would  not  result  in  the  acquisition  of  informa- 
tion such  as  might  be  available  for  the  object  reqmred ;  and,  after  con- 
versing with  intelligent  engineers,  and  obtaining  the  views  of  the  late 
distinguished  Secretary  ot  the  Interior,  it  was  determined  to  make  an 
accurate  survey  of  both  banks  of  the  Gila,  and  of  the  country  within 
three  miles,  at  least,  of  each. 

I  then,  on  the  19th  of  June,  1850,  addressed  a  letter  to  Lieut.  Col. 
J.  D.  Graham,  topographical  engineers,  whose  Idng  experience  and  high 

Sialifications  led  me  to  believe  that  his  advice,  m  tne  organization  of 
e  several  parties  necessary  to  carry  on  the  desired  work,  would  be 
of  Essential  servicei  to  me.  I  requested  him  to  give  me  a  programme 
of  "the  force  required  to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  line,  and  of  an- 
other to  make  examinations  and  surveys  contemplated  in  the  6th  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty."  Col.  Graham  promptly  replied  to  my  request,  on 
the  20th  June,  (see  letter  on  file  in  department,^  in  which  he  observes, 
that  "it  is  very  important  that  the  survey  to  oe  made  under  the  6th 
article  of  the  treaty,  for  the  route  of  a  road,  or  canal,  along  the  Gila, 
should  be  executed  with  all  the  accuracy  requisite  for  determining  the 
best  route  for  so  important  a  work,  with  an  estimate  of  its  probable 
cost;"  and  that  "it  can  be  accomplished  at  much  less  expense  if 
carried  on  in  conjunction  with  the  boundary  survey,  |^an  could  oe  done 
under  any  other  circumstances." 

This  programme  of  Col.  Graham  was  my  guide  in  the  organization 
of  the  commission,  and  in  the  number  of  officers  and  assistants  ap- 
pointed ;  and  a  reference  to  the  list  of  the  present  commission  will 
show  that  I  did  not  exceed  the  number  stated  oy  the  Colonel  as  neces- 
sary, except  in  the  mechanics'  corps,  which  corps  (as  stated  in  my 
despatch  of  June  18)  was  organized  by  Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  McClellan, 
late  chief  astronomer,  and  made  unnecessarily  large. 

I  beg  leave  also  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  estimate 
contained  in  my  letter  of  July  15,  1850,  of  the  expense  for  making  the 
surveys  contemplated  in  the  programme,  including  salaries,  outfit,  sub- 
sistence, transpoitation  to  Texas  by  water,  Indian  presents,  &c.,  the 
aggregate  of  which  was  the  first  year  $151,057  25.  In  two  items  my 
estimate  fell  considerably  short  of  the  cost,  viz:  the  number  of  mules, 
horses,  and  wagons,  their  cost,  and  the  pay  of  teamsters ;  also  the 
forage  of  animals.  It  was  therefore  evident  at  the  very  onset,  and  be- 
fore the  departure  of  the  commission,  that  the  appropriation  was  inade- 
quate. 

I  have  to  report  the  following  resignations  during  the  present  month ; 
which  resignations  have  been  tendered  to  enable  me  to  cany  out  the 
instructions  of  the  department  to  reduce  the  commission: 

Robert  A.  Mathews,  of  Georgia,  computer. 
James  T.  McDuffie,  of  Kentucky,  assistant  surveyor. 
Jesse  E.  Weems,  of  Virginia,  do. 

John  B.  Stuart,  of  Maij^land,  ^     do. 
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S.  P.  Sanford,  Rhode  Island,  assistant  surveyor. 
H.  C.  Cranston,        do.,  do. 

Thos.  Dunn,  do.,  do. 

The  survey  of  the  boundeuy-line,  I  am  happy  to  say,  is  progressing 
rapidly  westward.  The  astronomers  and  surveyors  of  both  conmiis^ 
sions  are  working  together,  and  their  advanced  parties  have  reached  a 
point  about  thirty  nmes  west  of  the  Rio  Mimbres.  I  found,  on  a  recent 
visit  to  them,  that  the  line  will  run  from  eight  to  ten  miles  south  of 
Cooke's  Spring,  thus  giving  to  the  United  States  the  whole  of  the  road 
to  the  Copper  Mines,  and  the  only  route  by  which  they  can  be  reached 
by  wagons.  It  also  gives  us  all  the  watering-places  and  the  Rio  Mim>- 
bres,  until  this  stream  loses  itself  in  the  plain.  In  a  military  point  oS 
view  this  is  important.  Starting  from  our  military  post  at  Dofia  Ana, 
on  the  Rio  Grande,  (which  is  near  the  initial  point,)  westward,  the  firsi 
water  met  is  Cooke's  Spring,  fifty  miles  .distant,  and  next  the  river  Mim« 
bres,  twelve  or  fifteen  miles.  Here  are  two  important  points,  where 
there  are  grass  and  water,  where  the  military  road  runs,  and  where 
posts  might  be  erected.  South  of  this  there  is  a  desert  for  nearly  a 
hundred  miles,  not  susceptible  of  cultivation,  and  destitute  of  water. 
No  military  post,  therefore,  can  be  placed  near  us,  nor  could  an  enemy 
support  himself  there.  The  remainder  of  the  country  along  the  line, 
untu  it  strikes  the  Gila,  is  unknown. 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

«  JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner* 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior ^  Wcuhington. 


[No.  20.]      Headquarters  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  N.  JIf.,  August  2,  1851. 

Sir  :  My  despatch  No.  18  made  known  to  the  department  my  eflforts 
to  carry  out  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  which  I  trust  has  met  with  its  approbation. 

Since  the  5th  ultimo,  the  day  on  which  that  despatch  was  written, 
other  facts  have  come  to  my  knowledge  which  show  to  what  an  extent 
the  trade  is  carried  on,  under  the  imagined  protection  of  a  license,  by 
certain  people  of  New  Mexico,  with  the  Indians  on  the  Gila,  for  mules, 
horses,  and  human  captives.  One  party  of  these  people  have  passed 
within  three  or  four  miles  of  the  Copper  Mines  with  one  hundred  and 
fifty  animals,  bought  from  the  Piftol  Indians,  a  tribe  of  the  Apaches, 
and  the  same  from  which  the  female  captive,  now  under  my  charge. 
Was  taken.  Another  from  the  Gila  was  coming  through  this  place 
with  animals,  and  a  boy  some  sixteen  or  eighteen  years  of  age,  who  had 
be^  stolen  within  a  few  months  from  a  frontier  town  in  the  State  of 
Sonera.  Some  person  informed  these  men  that  I  had  seized  some 
horses  and  mules,  and  detained  a  captive,  a  short  time  before,  and  that 
I  would  take  their  animals  and  captive  boy  if  they  passed  through  or 
flear  our  camp  at  this  place.  With  this  hir^t  they  took  another  trail, 
and  avoided  the  Copper  MVuea.    Tl\vv&  mfoTisvtiX\o\v  was  given  me  by  a 
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Mexican  who  had  been  with  the  party,  and  left  it  for  the  purpose  of 
seeking  other  employment. 

I  was  strongly  tempted  to  set  off  myself  in  pursuit  of  these  men, 
more  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  the  captive  than  of  seizing  the  ani- 
mals ;  but  they  had  got  two  days  the  start,  and  as  our  anunals  were 
grazing  in  the  valley  of  the  Mimbres,  it  would  have  required  a  day  to 
get  them  in.  I  was  therefore  very  reluctantly  compelled  to  abandon 
the  project  of  a  pursjuit* 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  measures  should  be  taken  by  the 
government  to  put  a  stop  to  this  nefarious  trade,  which  is  now  carried 
on  in  the  very  face  of  the  civil  and  military  authorities  of  New  Mexico* 
As  long  as  the  Indians  can  find  purchasers  for  their  plunder,  as  well 
as  for  tneir  captives,  they  will  continue  their  depredations  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  New  Mexico*  But  it  is  a  disgrace  to  the  American  character 
and  government,  that  individuals  claiming  to  be  our  own  citizens  are 
the  instigators  and  abettors  of  these  robberies. 

It  was  my  intention  to  lay  before  the  government  a  plan  for  the  en- 
forcement of  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty,  referred  to;  but  as  I  an^ 
about  to  leave  for  the  Gila,  and  shall  trace  that  stream  to  the  Colorado, 
I  shall  be  better  able  to  do  so  at  the  completion  of  this  journey,  than  at 
present.  As  our  progress  down  that  river  will  be  slow,  in  order  to 
make  examinations  and  take  astronomical  observations,  I  purpose  visit- 
ing such  tribes  as  are  contiguous,  to  ascertain  whether  they  possess 
any  Mexican  captives.  I  shall  also  collect  such  statistical  information 
as  may  be  serviceable  to  the  government;  all  of  which  will  enable  me 
the  better  to  propose  the  plan  referred  to  for  carrying  out  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  treaty,  than  I  can  at  present.  There  will  be  nothing  lost 
by  the  delay,  as  it  will  not  be  practicable  to  make  a  campaign  on  the 
<jila  laHpr  than  the  month  of  October. 

Our  relations  with  the  Apaches  continue  friendly,  notwithstanding 
the  occurrence  of  events  which  I  feared  would  lead  to  hostilities.  That 
the  department  may  be  advised  of  every  circumstance  connected  with 
pur  intercourse  with  these  Indians,  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  Xo  relate 
4ie  following: 

On  the  6th  of  July  the  Indians  were  in  large  numbers,  accompanied 
by  their  chiefs,  Mangus  Colorado,  Delgadito,  and  Ponce;  they  were 
scattered  about,  as  usual,  in  the  various  houses  and  tents  occupied  by 
the  commission.  In  one  of  those  tents  an  Indian  had  some  controversy 
with  a  Mexican  arrieroj  or  mule-driver,  named  Jesus  Lopez,  about  the 
ownership  of  a  whip,  which  the  latter  held  under  his  arm.  The  Indian 
attempted  to  pull  it  away,  when  the  Mexican  seized  his  rifle,  levelled 
it  at  him,  when  scarcely  beyond  the  reach  of  the  muzzle,  and  shot 
him,  the  ball  passing  through  his  body,  just  above  his  heart. 

Alarm  was  instantly  given,  when  the  Indians  seized  their  horses  and 
fled,  screaming,  in  all  directions,  under  the  impression  that  treachery 
was  intended  towards  them,  and  that  this  act  was  but  the  commer^e- 
ment  of  hostilities.  They  assembled  on  the  top  of  a  hill  and  prepared 
for  action.  Several  of  our  party  now  wproadied  the  head  chief,  Man- 
gus Colorado,  who  showed  no  signs, oi  alarm,  and  had  not  fled  with 
Uie  rest  of  his  tribe,  assuring  him^bat  the  shooting  of  one  of  his  band 
was  not  an  aflair  in  which  the  Americans  were  im^UcoAAdyV^x^  ^^^S^i^ 
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vate  quarrel  between  a  Mexican  and  the  Indian;  that  the  man  had 
been  arrested  and  should  forthwith  be  examined,  and,  if  guilty,  pun- 
ished* Manffus  was  satisfied  that  it  was  not  a  preconcerted  scheme, 
and,  followed  by  the  other  chiefs  and  many  of  the  tribe,  returned  to 
the  barracks  occupied  by  Colonel  Craig  and  the  escort,  when  the  pri- 
soner was  brought  before  us  in  chains.  The  testimony  on  the  exam- 
ination was  conclusive  that  no  provocation  was  offered  by  the  Indian 
to  warrant  the  prisoner  in  shooting  him.  After  much  talk,  in  which  I 
assured  the  Indians  that  the  wounded  man  should  be  taken  care  of, 
and  in  case  of  his  death  that  the  prisoner  should  be  punished,  they  ex- 
pressed themselves  perfectly  satisfied,  and  the  conference  ended  in 
good  feeling. 

The  wounded  Indian  lingered  for  nearly  a  month,  when  he  died. 
He  was  attended  by  the  surgeons  of  the  commission  and  of  the  escort, 
and  the  best  possible  care  taken  of  him.  His  wife  and  his  mother 
were  in  constant  attendance,  and  his  firiends  had  access  to  him  at  all 
times.  The  chiefs  were  in  daily,  and  expressed  their  satisfaction  widi 
my  course. 

After  the  man's  death,  they  came  in  in  large  numbers,  accompanied 
by  their  chiefs,  to  come  to  some  agreement  regarding  the  disposition  of 
the  Mexican  who  had  caused  it.  Mr.  Cremony,  the  inierpretei  of  the 
commission,  being  present,  and  the  subject  being  opened  by  Ponce,  I 
stated  to  them  as  follows: 

"I  feel  sad,  as  well  as  all  the  Americans  here,  and  sympathize  with 
our  Apache  brothers  for  the  death  of  one  of  their  braves.  We 
were  all  friends ;  the  dead  man  was  our  friend,  and  we  regret  his  loss. 
I  know  that  this  man  committed  no  offence.  I  know  that  he  is  inno- 
cent of  all  crime;  that  he  even  did  nothing  to  provoke  an  attack  on 
him.  But  our  Apache  brethren  must  remember  that  it  was  m^  by  the 
hand  of  an  Amencan  that  his  death  was  caused.  It  was  by  a  Mexican, 
though  a  man  in  the  employ  of  the  commission.  For  this  reason  it  is 
my  duty  to  see  justice  done  you,  and  the  murderer  punished. 

"  I  am  here,  as  I  have  told  you,  in  command  of  the  party  engaged  in 
marking  the  dividing  line  between  the  United  States,  the  country  of  the 
Americans,  and  Mexico.  I  have  explained  this  to  you  fully  before, 
which  you  now  understand.  Bej^ond  this,  I  have  no  powers.  The 
great  chief  of  the  American  people  lives  far,  very  far,  towards  the  rising 
sun.  From  him  I  receive  my  orders,  and  those  orders  I  must  obey. 
I  cannot  interfere  in  punishing  any  man,  whether  an  Indian,  a  Mexican, 
or  an  American.  There  is  another  great  chief,  who  lives  at  Santa  Fe. 
He  is  the  governor  of  all  New  Mexico.  This  great  chief  administers 
the  laws  of  the  Americans.  He  holds  a  court  wherein  all  persons 
charged  with  crimes  are  judged.  He  alone  can  inflict  punishment  when 
a  man  has  been  found  guilty.  To  this  great  chief,  this  governor,  I  will 
send  the  qourderer  of  our  Apache  brother.  He  will  try  hira,  and,  if 
found  guilty,  will  have  him  punished  according'  to  American  laws. 
Such  is  all  that  I  can  do.  Such  is  the  disposition  I  will  make  of  this 
man.     It  is  all  that  I  have  a  rig^t  to  do." 

Ponce.  "  This  is  all  very  good*.  The  Apaches  know  that  the  Ame^ 
icans  are  their  friends.  The  Apaches  believ<e  what  the  Ameriqans  say 
is  true.     They  know  tliatthe  Km'^uc^aji^djixvck^.^^a^  with  two  tongues. 
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They  know  that  you  have  never  told  them  a  lie.  They  know  that  you 
will  do  what  you  say.  But  the  Apaches  will  not  be  satisfied  to  know 
that  the  murderer  is  punished  at  Santa  Fe.  They  want  him  punished 
here,  at  the  Copper  Mines,  where  the  band  of  the  dead  brave  may  see 
him  put  to  death ;  where  all  the  Apaches  may  see  him  put  to  death, 
(making  the  sign  of  being  suspended  by  the  neck.^  Then  the  Apaches 
will  see  and  know  that  their  American  brothers  willdo  justice  to  them.'* 

Commissioner.  "I.will  propose  another  plan  to  the  chiefs  and  cap- 
tains of  the  Apaches.  This  plan  is  to  keep  the  murderer  in  chains,  as 
you  now  see  him  ;  to  make  hun  work,  ana  to  give  all  he  earns  to  the 
wife  and  family  of  your  dead  brave.  This  1  will  see  paid  in  blankets, 
in  cotton,  in  beads,  in  com,  in  money,  or  in  anything  that  the  family  may 
want.  I  will  give  them  all  that  is  now  due  this  man,  and,  at  the  end 
of  every  month,  I  will  give  them  $20  more  in  money,  or  in  goods. 
When  the  cold  comes  on,  these  women  and  children  will  then  come  in 
and  receive  blankets  and  cloth  to  keep  them  warm,  and  com  to  satisfy 
their  hunger." 

Ponce*  "You  speak  well.  Your  promises  are  fair.  But  money  will 
not  satisfy  an  Apache  for  the  murder  of  a  brave !  No !  thousands  will 
not  drown  the  grief  of  this  poor  woman  for  the  loss  of  her  son.  Would 
money  satisfy  an  American  for  the  murder  of  his  people?  Would 
money  pay  you,  Sefior  Commissioner,  for  the  loss  of  your  child  ? 
No !  money  will  not  bury  your  grief.  It  will  not  bury  ours.  The 
mother  of  this  brave  demands  the  life  of  the  murderer.  Nothing  else 
will  satisfy  her.  She  wants  no  money.  She  wants  no  goods.  She 
wants  no  com.  Would  money  satisfy  me.  Ponce,  (at  the  same  time 
striking  his  breast)  for  the  death  of  my  son?  No!  I  would  demand  the 
blood  of  the  murderer.  Then  would  I  be  satisfied.  Then  would  I  be 
willing  tD  die  myself.  I  would  not  wish  to  live  and  bear  the  grief  which 
the  loss  of  my  son  would  cause  me." 

Commissioner.  **  Your  words  are  good  and  true.  You  speak  with  a 
heart  full  of  feeling.  I  feel  as  you  do.  All  the  Americans  feel  as  you 
do.  Our  hearts  are  all  sad  at  your  loss.  We  mourn  with  this  poor 
Woman.  We  will  do  all  that  we  can  to  assist  her  and  her  family.  I 
kn^w  that  neither  money  nor  goods  will  pay  for  their  loss.  I  do  not 
want  the  Apache  chiefs,  my  brothers,  so  to  consider  it.  What  I  propose 
is  for  the  good  of  this  family.  My  wish  is  to  make  them  comfortable. 
I  desire  to  give  them  the  aid  of  which  they  are  deprived  by  the  loss  of 
their  protector.  ,If  this  prisoner's  life  is  taken,  your  desire  for  revenge 
is  satisfied.  Law  and  justice  are  satisfied.  But  this  poor  woman  and 
her  family  get  nothing.  They  remain  poor.  They  have  no  one  to  labor 
for  them..    Will  it  not  be  better  to  provide  for  their  wants?" 

The  chiefs  now  exchanged  tkipir  views  with  each  o|her,  all  having 
more  or  less  to  say ;  when  Ponce,  their  principal  speaker,  said  they  had 
all  agreed  to  leave  the  matter  entirely  with  the  mother  of  the  deceased ; 
that  with  her  decision  the^  would  abide.  She  evidently  desired  the 
life  of  the  prisoner.  Her  desire  for  revenge  or  justice  was  more  to  her 
than  money  and  goods.     The  discussion  was  resumed. 

Ponce.  '*  If  an  Apache  should  take  the  life  of  an  American,  would  you 
not  make  war  on  us  and  take  many  Apache  lives  ?" 

Commissioner.   "  No ;  I  would  demand  the  arrest  of  tliG  vxixaAax^x^^aaA. 
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would  be  satisfied  tD  have  him  punished,  as  the  Apaches  punish  those 
vrho  commit  murder.    Did  not  a  band  of  Apaches  attack  a  small 

£arty  of  Americans,  my  countrymen,  very  lately,  on  the  Yanos  road? 
>id  they  not  kill  one  of  them,  and  pierce  three  others  with  their 
arrows  1  And  did  they  not  take  from  them  all  their  property  ?  Yes; 
you  all  know  it  to  be  true,  and  I  know  it  to  be  true.  I  passed  near 
the  spot  where  it  took  place,  three  days  after.  The  Apaches  did  not 
even  bury  their  victim ;  they  l^ft  him  lying  by  the  road-side,  food  for 
the  wolves  and  crows.  Why  do  not  the  Americans,  avenge  themselves 
on  you  for  this  act  ?  They  are  strong  enough  to  do  it.  They  have 
many  soldiers,  and  in  a  few  days  can  bring  a  thousand  more  here. 
But  there  would  be  no  justice  in  this.  The  Americans  believe  this 
inurder  was  committed  by  your  bad  men ;  by  cowards.  The  Apaches 
have  bad  men  among  them ;  but  you  who  are  now  with  us  are  our 
friends,  and  we  will  not  demand  redress  of  you.  Yet,  as  I  told  you 
before,  you  must  endeavor  to  find  the  men  who  killed  our  brother  and 
punish  them.  Our  animals  feed  in  your  valleys ;  some  of  your  bad 
men  might  steal  them,  as  they  have  already  done ;  but  the  Americans 
would  not  make  war  on  you  for  this.  We  hold  you  responsible,  and 
shall  call  on  you  to  find  tnem  and  bring  them  back,  as  you  have  done. 
While  the  Apaches  continue  to  do  this,  the  Americans  will  be  their 
friends  and  brothers.  But  if  bad  Apaches  take  their  property  and  you 
do  not  restore  it,,  you  can  no  longer  be  the  friends  of  the  Americans. 
War  will  then  follow ;  thousands  of  soldiers  will  then  take  possession 
of  your  best  lands — your  valleys  of  grass  and  your  watenng-places. 
They  will  then  destroy  every  Apache  they  find,  and  take  your  women 
and  children  captives." 

The  discussion  continued  in  this  manner  for  two  or  three  hours,  in 
which  the  chiefs  showed  much  sagacity.  The  matter  was  finally 
settled  very  much  to  my  satisfaction,  and  apparently  to  that  of  the 
Indians,  by  my  paying  to  the  mother  of  the  oeceased  thirty  dollars  in 
money,  being  the  amount  due  to  the  prisoner.  I  furthermore  agreed 
to  pay  her  twenty  dollars  a  month  hereafter — which  sum  is  the  wages 
due  to  him.  Thus  was  this  unfortunate  affair  settled,  which  at  one  time 
seemed  about  to  destroy  the  harmony  and  friendship  which  had  existed 
between  the  members  of  the  commif  sion  and  the  Apaches.  For  its 
satisfactory  termination  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the  hrmness  and  de- 
cision manifested  throughout  this  trying  occasion  by  Mr.  John  C. 
Cremon^,  the  able  interpreter  of  the  commission.  Thft  incident  I  have 
related  is  but  one  of  many  talks,  or  interviews,  which  have  taken  place 
between  myself  and  the  Apache  chiefs,  through  this  gentleman  ;  in 
some  of  which  they  became  much  excited,  but  finally,  through  his 
firmness,  became  quiet  and  reconciled.^ 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

JOH*  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commimoner. 
Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuabt, 

Secfetary  of  tlie  Interior ^  Wa$hingt<m. 
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?•  S. — I  enclose  with  this  a  copy  of  the  argument,  or  detail  of  the 
•*talk^'  with  the  Apaches,  relative  to  die  two  Mexican  captives  taken  from 
them,  which  document  (if  worthy  of  preservation)  may  accompany 
my  despatch  No.  18. 


[No,  21.]  Headquarters  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  August  9,  1851. 

Sir  :  The  Department  of  the  Interior,  under  date  of  October  23, 
informed  me  that  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  James  D.  Graham,  of  the 
topographical  engineers,  had  been  detailed  as  principal  astronomer  aod 
head  of  the  scientific  corps,  to  aid  me  in  running,  tracing  and  marking 
the  line  of  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  under  the 
6th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo. 

On  the  30th  of  June  following,  I  received  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Graham,  announcing  his  arrival  at  El  Paso  on  the  24th  of  the  same 
month,  and,  having  heard  that  I  was  expected  there,  that  he  would 
await  my  amval. 

A  few  days  subsequent  Mr.  Henry  Jacobs,  acting  commissary  of 
the  commission,  reached  El  Paso,  and  informed  Colonel  Graham  that: 
I  had  no  idea  of  visiting  that  place ;  and  by  the  first  conveyance,  in  a 
letter  bearing  date  July  1,  I  advised  Colonel  Graham  that  I  had  no 
intention  of  visiting  El  Paso,  and  no  one  was  authorized  to  make  a 
different  statement ;  furthermore,  that  my  duties  required  me  here,  and 
that  it  was  absolutely  impossible  for  me  to  leave  in  order  to  meet  him 
at  Frontera — eight  miles  from  El  Paso. 

At  the  same  time  that  Colonel  Graham  announced  his  arrival  at  EJ 
Paso,  he  ordered  Lieutenant  Whipple,  then  in  charge  of  tlie  party  sur- 
veying the  line  of  boundaiy  west  from  the  Rio  Grande,  in  connexion 
with  the  Mexican  commission,  to  report  himself  in  person  at  Frontera. 
This  order  Lieutenant  Whipple  at  once  obeyed,  and  thereby  suspended 
all  further  prosecution  of  the  work  on  which  he  had  been  so  actively 
employed. 

This  suspension  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  commission,  with- 
out any  notice  or  order  from  me,  and  without  my  knowledge — »as  it 
certainly  would  have  been  without  my  consent — when  there  was  a  joint 
understanding  between  the  two  commissions  that  the  survey  of  the 
line  should  be  made  by  the  surveyors  and  astronomers  of  both,  gave 
serious  offeace  to  General  Garcia  Conde,  the  commissioner  on  the  part 
of  Mexico,  who  sent  a  note  to  me  protesting  against  the  abandoament 
of  the  work  by  Lieutenant  Whipple,  thereby  causing  great  delay  anif' 
inconvenience  to  his  party  in  the  field,  and  to  the  Mexican  government 
great  expense.  The  letters  referred  to,  as  also  my  answer  to  General 
Conde,  accompany  this. 

On  the  2d  of  August  instant  Colonel  Graham  arrived  at  this  place, 
being  thirty-nine  days  subsequent  to  his  arrival  at  El  i^aso,  distani  but 
about  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  miles. 

Considering  the  extreme  length  of  time  that  had  already  elapsed 
since  Colonel  Graham  was  detailed  for  service  here,  I  niust  say  that  I 
was  greatly  surprised  that  he  should  increase  the  delay  ui  reporting 
28  '  ^  % 
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himself,  still  further,  by  acting  on  the  vague  ramor  that  I  was  about 
visiting  El  Paso.  It  was  well  known  to  all  at  the  Pas»— certainly  ta 
the  principal  gentleman, connected  with  the  commission  in  that  vicinity — ' 
that  the  headquarters  were  removed  to  the  Copper  Mines  early  in  the 
spring,  and  consequently  that  that  was  the  place  for  transacting  busi- 
ness with  the  commissioner.  There  was  no  one  at  the  Pass  who 
possessed  the  knowledge  which  would  have  enabled  him  to  announce 
my  contemplated  movements ;  and  I  am  confident  that  it  is  the  first 
instance  under  our  government  of  an  officer  delaying  for  upwards  of  a 
month  to  present  himself  to  the  one  to  whom  be  was  to  report,  upon 
the  strength  of  a  mere  idle  rumor.  More  than  this,  it  appears  to  me 
quite  reprehensible  that  an  officer  sent  out  expressly  to  assist  another — 
not  to  direct  him,  or  to  act  independent  of  him- — should,  without  pre- 
vious consultation  with  him,  presume  to  issue  orders,  appoint  to  office, 
&c.,  &c. 

There  is  but  one  reason  other  than  the  above  ofiered  by  Colonel 
Graham  for  his  delay,  and  that  has  reference  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
time,  after  his  reception  of  my  letter  of  July  1st,  viz :  that  there  was 
information  which  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  obtain  at  Frontera,  and 
!  unless  he  then  procured  it  he  would  be  compelled  to  return  there  for  it 
To  me  this  is  by  no  means  a  satisfactory  reason,  for  I  consider  that  his 
presenting  himself  here  was  his  paramount  duty ;  and,  moreover,  it  is 
to  be  presumed  that  the  head  of  the  commission  could  have  furnished 
him  with  information  and  advised  him  of  facts  having  as  important  a 
bearing  upon  the  great  business  of  the  commission  as  anything  he  might 
gather  elsewhere  from  subordinates,  or  by  personal  inspection  of  in- 
struments, at  this  particular  juncture. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  this  statement,  as  the  extraordinary  delay 
in  the  arrival  of  the  principal  astronomer,  with  the  instruments  in  his 
charge,  has  greatly  embarrassed  the  commission. 

I  would  observe  that  Mr.  Gray,  the  United  States  surveyor,  who 
came  out  with  Col.  Graham,  arrived  here  on  the  19th  ultimo,  being  de- 
layed somewhat,  as  1  understand,  by  his  enfeebled  state  of  health.  On 
"his  way  up  he  was  joined  by  the  Mexican  commissioner.  A  meeting 
of  the  joint  commission  was  held  at  my  office  the  day  after  his  arrival, 
when  the  immediate  survey  of  the  Gila  was  unajjimously  determined 
upon.  I  immediately  advised  Colonel  Graham  of  the  decision,  and  re- 
quested him  to  send  me  such  instruments  as  in  his  opinion  w^ould  be 
necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work. 

V  On  the  2d  of  August  I  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Graham, 
therein  he  requests,  as  a  preliminary  step  to  the  reorganization  of  the 
scientific  corps,  &c.,  **  that  the  instructions  of  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  of  the  23d  of  October,  defining  his  position  and  duties,  may 
be  officially  made  known  to  the  corps." 

To  this,  under  date  of  the  4th  instant,  I  replied  that  I  had  been  en- 
joini^d  by  the  Diepartment  of  the  Interior  "  to  reorganize  the  commis- 
sion at  once,  and  contract  the  force  employed  to  the  lowest  possible 
limit,"  &c.;  a.nd,  desirous  that  this  business  should  be  attended  with 
as  UtdetlelaY  as  possible,  I  would  propose  11  o'clock  this  morning  for 
Colonel  graham  to  meet  me  at  my  quarters,  "to  aid  me  in  reorganizing 
paj$ies  and  giving  the  necessary  dkecUoTv^xo^xAicytdinates."    I  added. 
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that,  upon  the  reorganization  being  completed,  I  would  take  the  neces- 
sary steps  to  make  known  to  the  heads  of  the  several  parties  the  in- 
structions referred  to,  and  through  them  cause  his  true  position  to  be 
communicated  to  all  under  them. 

On  the  same  day,  viz:  the  4th  instant,  I  had  an  interview  with  Col- 
onel Graham,  for  the  purpose  of  commencing  the  reorganization  of  the 
commission,  when  the  question  arose  as  to  his  position ;  this  was  dis- 
cussed for  several  hours.  The  f<)llowing  day  we  again  met;  and 
Colonel  Graham  made  such  extraordinary  claims  as  to  the  powers  in- 
tended to  be  conferred  on  him  by  the  department,  in  consequence  of 
the  phraseology,  "head  of  the  scientific  corps,"  that  I  could  not  ac- 
knowledge the  validity  of  his  pretensions. 

At  the  close  of  the  interview.  Colonel  Graham  desired  an  opportuni- 
ty to  be  presented  to  the  members  of  the  scientific  corps.  I  consented 
that  they  should  be  summoned  to  meet  for  the  purpose,  and  appointed 
ten  o'clock  the  following  morning  for  the  introduction.  At  that  hour 
all  of  the  engineers,  assistant  surveyors,  the  young  men  connected  with 
those  parties,  and  the  clerks,  were  assembled,  and  by  me  severally  in- 
troduced id  Colonel  Graham.  After  an  hour  spent  in  familiar  conv^p- 
saiion,  I  stated  to  them  the  object  for  which  they  had  been  assembled^ 
viz :  to  be  personally  and  officially  introduced  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Graham,  of  the  topogiaphical  engineers,  who  had  been  detailed  as 
principal  astronomer,  &c.,  to  assist  me  in  running,  tracing,  and  mark- 
ing the  Une  of  the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico, 
under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo. 

As  a  difference  of  opinion  was  still  pending  between  Colonel  Graham 
and  myself,  in  relation  to  his  connexion  with  the  scientific  corps,  I 
deemed  it  improper  to  make  any  reference  to  this. 

Colonel  Graham  urged  my  reading  the  instructions.  This  I  (feclined, 
for  the  reason  above  given;  stating  that  we  differed  essentially  in  the 
interpretatif  n  of  the  words  "  head  of  the  scientific  corps,"  and  that  it 
was  not  a  proper  subject  for  public  discussion. 

Colonel  Graham  again  urged  it;  and  I  strenuously  declined,  deem- 
ing such  proceedings  undignified  and  improper. 

This  led  to  a  correspondence,  and  a  defining,  as  I  understand  it,  of 
Colonel  Graham's  position  as  "head  of  the  scientific  corps."  (See  my 
letter  of  August  8,  accompanying  this.) 

At  the  interviews  already  alluded  to,  Colonel  Graham  distinctly  and 
emphatically  claimed  to  be  the  head  of  all  surveying  as  well  as  astro- 
nomical parties;  to  have  the  power  to  direct  the  movements  of  Mr.  A. 
B.  Gray,  the  United  States  surveyor,  under  the  fifth  article  of  the 
treaty,  whenever  he  should  go  into  the  field  as  a  surveyor;  and  that, 
in  such  cases,  Mr.  Gray  must  receive  all  instructions  from,  and  make 
all  reports  to,  him.  Colonel  Graham  thus  assumed  to  himself  a  posi- 
tion above  that  of  an  officer  recognised  by  the  treaty,  who  is  bound  to 
carry  out  the  stipulations  of  said  treaty  according  to  his  own  views 
and  deliberate  judgment,  and  not  merely,  in  reference  to  them,  to  echo 
the  opinions,  or  follow  out'the  instructions,  or  yield  to  the  dictation,  of 
an  officer  not  even  named  'm^  much  less  at  all  empowered  by,  the 
treaty. 

I  regret  my  inability  to  give  Colonel  Gtaha\xv'^Nve;^^m\!li^Ay«>>a^ 
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guage ;  but  he  declined  a  proposition  which  I  made  and  reiterafedy  that 
we  should  have  a  mutual  interchange  of  opinions  in  writing.  Colonel 
Graham's  reason  for  declining  was,  that  the  points  under  discussion 
were  so  expUcidy  defined,  in  the  instructions  of  October  23,  that  they 
could  not  be  misunderstood. 

Colonel  Graham  pretended  that  Mr-  Gray's  position  was  merely  a 
diplomatic  one,  and  that  it  was  never  intended  that  he  should  do  duty 
as  a  surveyor  in  the  field,  excepting  under  him ;  whereas  Mr.  Gray's 
commission  designated  him  as  *^  surveyor  for  running  the  boundary  hne 
between  the  United  States  and  the  republic  of  Mexico."  It  authorizes 
and  empowers  him  **to  execute  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  that  oflBce," 
and  invests  him  with  "all  the  powers,  privileges,  and  emoluments  there- 
unto of  right  appertaining ;"  and  the  appointment  is  made  in  conse- 
quence of  the  confidence  which  government  reposes  in  his  **  integrity 
and  ability."  His  position  is  also  as  clearly  designated*  in  the  third 
section  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty.  Furthermore,  that  he  is  not 
subject  to  the  orders  or  control  of  Colonel  Graham  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Gray's  instructions,  bearing  even  date  with  those  respect- 
ing Colonei Graham,  viz:  the  23d  October  last,  say,  "yo«r  future  in- 
structions you  will  receive  from  Mr.  Bartlett" — not  Colonel  Graham. 
There  cannot,  therefore,  be  a  doubt  as  to  the  true  position  of  Mr.  Gray; 
and  the  department,  I  am  sure,  never  intended  giving  to  Colonel  Gra- 
ham the  extraordinary  powers  claimed  by  him  over  the  surveyor. 

When  the  nature  ol  Mr.  Gray's  instructions  was  made  known  to 
Colonel  Graham,  he  expressed  surprise,  stating  that  he  did  not  know 
fhe*  existence  of  such  a  document ;  he  immediately,  however,  remarked 
that  his'instructions  were  as  late  as  23d  October,  1850,  and  no  docu- 
ment df  an  earlier  date  would  be  deemed  higher  authority — a  point 
which  Ras  also  been  dwell  upon  in  other  connexions,  although  I  cimnot 
see  the  force  of  it.  When  advised,  as  regards  the  date,  Col.  Graham 
assumed  that  instructions  in  Mr.  Gray's  document  meant  quite  a 
different  thing  from  what  he  was  contending  for ;  that  they  did  not 
refer  to  his  duties  as  a  surveyor,  but  meant  that  whenever  there  were 
to  be  meetings  of  the  joint  commission,  I  was  to  direct  Mr.  Gray  to 
attend  them. 

This  is  so  palpably  absurd,  that  it  hardly  requires  commenting  upon. 

Furthermore,  if  the  surveyor  was  not,  under  the  treaty,  to  act  as  a 
surveyor,  why  does  that  document  state  there  shaU  be  **  a  commis- 
sioner and  a  surveyor  ?"  Why  does  it  not  say  there  shall  be  two 
commissioners  appointed  ?  Clearly  because  there  was  some  duty  to  be 
performed  rendering  the  qualifications  of  a  sui'veyor  important. 

In  the  instructions,  bearing  date  February  13,  1849,  the  duties  of 
the  several  principal  officers  are  briefly  stated,  viz :  those  of  the  chief 
astronomer  and  nis  assistants.     When  speaking  of  the  surveyor,  so 
cautious  is  the  department  lest  his  rights  and  duties  may  be  infringed 
upon,  nothing  more  is  said  than  that   "  they  are  sufficiently  indicated 
by  the  treaty  itself." 

Invariably,  in  every  document  issued  hv  the  department  prior  to 

that  containing  the  instructions  respecting  Col.  Graham,  whenever  the 

principal  officers  are  mentioned  or  referred  to  connectively,  they  are 

arranged  as  follows,  viz :  t]iiQ  cowavvs^^^iL^x^  \k^  surveyori  and  the 
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chief  astronomer.  The  surveyor  is  never  made  subordinate  to  any 
one  save  the  commissioner ;  and  for  the  reason,  undoubtedly,  that  he  is 
a  treaiy-dcsignated  officer  and  therefore  should  not  be,  and  cannot 
consistently  be,  subjected  to  the  direction  of  one  having  no  authorized 
voice  in  questions  or  business  that  may  be,  from  time  to  time,  before 
the  commission.  The  absurdity  is  nowhere  to  be  detected  of  his  being 
direcdy  or  indirectly  alluded  to  at  one  time  as  a  superior,  and  at 
another  as  an  inferior  officer,  so  that  he  is  liable  at  one  moment  to  be 
called  upon  to  report  to  an  officer  from  whom  he,  at  the  next  moment, 
requires  a  report  to  be  made. 

As  stated  to  Colonel  Graham,  the  whole  difficulty  relative  to  his 
claiming  the  right  to  direct  and  control  the  movements  of  the  surveyor 
in  the  field,  arises  from  the  unquestionably  accidental  omission  of  the 
word  topographical  before  "  scientific  corps,"  in  hne  seven  of  the  letter 
of  instructions  of  October  23,  1860.  With  that  prefix,  there  would  not 
have  arisen  any  question  on  the  point  now  at  issue  between  us ;  with- 
out it,  difficulties  will  continually  arise.  This  quaUfying  expression 
faas  been  invariably  employed  in  all  preceding  instructions ;  and  the 
great  importance  of  it  is  now  made  very  evident. 

In  the  instructions  of  the  Hon.  James  Buchanan  to  John  B.  Weller, 
esq.,  the  first  commissioner  under  the  treaty,  (bearing  date  January  24, 
1849,)  Major  Emory  is  designated  as  the  "  chief  astronomer  and  head 
of  the  topographical  scientific  corps  of  the  commission." 

In  my  original  instnictiobs,  under  date  of  August  1,  1850,  Brevet 
liieutenant  Colonel  McClellan  is  designated  as  "  chief  astronomer  and 
head  of  the  topographical  scientific  corps  of  the  commission.'* 

When  Colonel  McClellan  was  relieved  from  duty,  by  order  of  the 
department,  cipted  October,  1850,  I,  in  accordance  with  instruptions, 
designated  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  to  discharge  his  duties  "  until 
the  arrival  of  the  officer  to  whom  the  office  will  be  assigned." 

When  the  officer  is  spoken  of  elsewhere  by  the  department,  as  under 
date  of  November  21,  1849,  he  is  spoken  of  as  "  astronomer  and  topo- 
graphical engineer  in  connexion  with  the  commission,"  &c.,  thus 
showing  that  his  duties  were  in  reference  to  the  topographical  corps, 
and  not  to  the  scientific  corps  at  large.  To  the  same  eflect.  Major 
Emory,  under  date  of  May  9,  1849,  signs  himself  "  chief  astronomer 
and  topograhical  engineer,  Mexican  boundary  survey."  And  again, 
on  the  13lh  of  May,  1849,  **  chief  astronomer  and  topographical  en- 
gineer, boundary  commission." 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  instructions  and  other  documents 
that  have  been  referred  to  respecting  the  chief  astronomer,  &c.,  and 
the  surveyor,  my  opinion  is  that  Colonel  Graham's  duties  as  chief 
astronomer  are  to  "  determine  all  astronomical  points,  and  to  direct 
the  mode  of  running  all  astronomical  lines  on  the  boundary  ;  and  as 
head  of  the  topographical  scientific  corps,  to  take  the  immediate  charge 
ofj  and  to  give  written  or  verbal  instructions  to,  all  parties  of  that  coips 
on  duty  in  the  field,  aiding  the  United  States  surveyor  or  his  party, 
and  to  the  parties  of  that  corps  stationed  at  astronomical  observatories, 
or  elsewhere ;  the  great  ofcject  had  in  view,  and  steadily  to  be  kept  in 
view,  being  ^'  to  aid  me  in  running,  tracing,  and  marking  the  line  of 
boundary." 
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As  already  remarked,  the  omission  of  the  word  topograpktral  befof© 
the  words  "scientific  corps"  is,  in  my  opinion,  an  unintentional  and 
accidental  one  on  the  part  of  the  department.  I  cannot  for  a  moment 
beUeve  that  it  was  thie  intention  of  the  department  to  give  to  Crionel 
Gtraham  the  additional  powers  claimed  by  that  gentleman  in  conse- 
quence of  the  omission  of  that  qualifying  word,  by  which  he  claimed  to 
be  the  head  of  all  scientific  parties  of  every  description. 

In  connexion  with  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  "nead,"  I  would  state 
that  whilst  I  acknowledge  the  propriety  of  the  subordinates  making 
their  reports  to  Colonel  Graham,  I  maintain  that  these,  with  whatever 
pertains  to  them,  should  be  by  him  transmitted  to  me  as  commissioDer, 
and  disposed  of  in  no  other  manner,  I  being  the  only  legitimate  organ 
of  communication  with  the  government. 

Again:  my  instructions  say,  Colonel  Graham  ''wil]  meet  with  the 
joint  commission  of  the  two  governments,  and  wiU  aid  you  in  digesting 
and  arranging  (in  concurrent  with  the  Mexican  conmiissioner  and  his 
associates)  the  plan  of  operations  in  the  field,  (taking  care  to  observe 
the  terms  in  the  treaty,")  &c.  In  this  instruction  there  is  no  difficulty 
with  the  precautionary  clause,  in  my  movements  and  doings  ^*  to  ob- 
serve the  terms  of  the  treaty." 

By  virtue  of  the  above.  Colonel  Graham  asserts  a  right  to  sit  at  the 
meetings  of  the  joint  commission,  though  he  claims  no  right  to  vote. 
This  is  preposterous.  The  treaty  virtually  designates  who  coDstitutes 
the  commission,  and  clearly  points  out  whose  acts  and  decisions  shall 
be  binding.  General  Garcia  Cond^,  the  Mexican  commissioner,  has 
stated,  in  terms  the  most  positive,  that  he  could  recognise  the  right  of 
no  one  to  a  seat  at  the  meetings  save  those  authorized  by  the  treaty. 
On  two  occasions,  since  I  have  been  commissioner,  dpe  principal  as- 
tronomers of  the  commission  have  attended  meetiiL£[s,  out  in  both  in- 
stances by  special  direction,  in  order  that  they  might  be  consulted  in 
reference  to  certain  plans  of  operation. 

As  United  States  commissioner  I  should,  as  a  matter  of  course,  (^en 
call  on  Colonel  Graham  to  present  his  views  to  me — not,  however,  as 
one  who  has  the  right  to  direct  and  control  my  movements,  or  as  one 
having  final  action,  and  from  whose  decision  there  is  no  appeal,  but  as 
one  recommended  for  me  to  advise  with. 

As  regards  originating  plans,  &c.,  the  duty  unmiestionably  devolves 
by  treaty  on  the  commissioners  and  surveyors,  and  on  no  one  else.  In 
respect  to  the  details  of  the  plans,  the  digesting  and  arranging  of  them, 
the  aid  and  advice  of  other  officers  (according  to  their  qualifications 
for  the  purpose)  would  naturally  be  sought  for;  and  this  is  in  conso- 
nance with  the  course  heretofore  pursued  by  the  joint  comnussion. 
They  have  in  t^o  instances  decided  to  have  certain  reconnaissaiiijes 
made ;  and  they  have  then  called  upon  the  principal  astronomer  to  draw 
up  and  submit  such  a  plan  as,  in  their  judgment,  would  the  ipost  surely, 
accurately,  and  expeditiously  accomphsh  the  obiect  had  in  view. 
When  submitted  to  the  joint  commission  by  report,  if^pproved,  resolu- 
tions in  accordance  have  been  passed ;  but  never  before  has  the  idea 
been  suggested,  or  the  claim  set  up  by  Colonel  Graham  been  contended 
for,  that  the  astronomers  have  aright  to  attend  the  joint-commission 
meetings  unrequesled,  and  lo  lake  ^art  in  originating  plans»  &c.    Even 
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the  Tolantecrinp  and  sending  in  a  written  plan  in  one  instance  was  in- 
dignantly reprehended  as  a  course  of  conduct  interfering  with  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  treaty-named  officers,  which  should  not  for  a  moment  A 
be  tolerated. 

In  the  letter  of  instructions  there  are  several  other  important  matters 
which  require  commenting  upon,  and  shall  be  taken  up  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment ;  among  them  I  would  especially  name  the  organiza- 
tion, responsibilities,  &c.,  of  the  quartermaster's  and  commissary's  de- 
partment, and  the  subject  of  retrenchment 

I  regret  to  say  that  there  is  an  evident  attempt  on  the  part  of  Colonel 
Graham  (one  too  plain  not  to  be  noticed  by  myself  and  others)  to  as- 
sume authority  in  and  over  almost  everything,  and  to  require  most  in- 
dividuals to  be  subjected  to  his  power  and  control.  He  also  claims  a 
-controlling  power  over  me,  or  at  least  a  co-equal  power  with  myself, 
to  admit  individuals  into  and  remove  them  from  the  commission — a 
power  which  I  deem  belongs  solely  to  myself.  The  right  of  suspen- 
sion, in  case  of  misconduct  or  neglect  of  duty,  I  should  cheerfully 
^ant  him,  but  final  action  in  the  case  should  rest  with  me. 

The  attempt  and  claim  alluded  to  are  certainly  not  in  accordance 
with  either  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  instructions,  wherein  Colonel  Grsr 
ham  is  mentk>ned  not  as  an  executive  but  mainly  as  an  advisory 
officer;-  and  the  instructions  are  chiefly  suggestive  and  recommend- 
atory, not  peremptory,  thereby  indicating  that  while  the  wishes  of  the 
department  are  made  known,  the  commissioner  is  expected,  in  reference 
to  them,  to  exercise  some  judgment  and  discretion.  Sufficient  has 
transpired,  and  is  daily  transpiring,  to  convince  me  that  there  should 
be,  and  can  consistently  be,  out  one  responsible  head,  and  that  he 
must  have  a  final  revising  and  adjudicating  power.  That  there  should 
be  but  one  common  superior  officer  has  already  been  declared  by  the 
department,  in  language  that  cannot  be  mistaken.  In  a  letter  from  the 
department  to  A.  B.  Gray,  esq.,  under  date  of  October,  1850,  the  com-  ' 
missioner  is  spoken  of  as  the  "  common  superior  "  of  the  surveyor  and 
the  astronomer.  Again,  in  the  same  letter,  it  is  remarked:  ''I  am  as- 
sured that  you  will  recognise  the  necessity  for  a  single  head  in  an  ex- 
pedition such  as  that  upon  which  you  are  employed." 

That  the  same  sentiments  are  still  entertained  by  the  department,  I 
have  no  reason  to  doubt. 

To  the  wise  consideration  and  final  action  of  the  department  I 
submit  the  whole  matter,  believing  that  it  will  do  what  I  thus  far  have 
done,  and  trust,  so  long  as  I  retain  my  present  position,  I  shall  con- 
tinue to  do,  viz :  whatever  can  legally  and  equitably  be  done,  expe- 
ditiously and  amicably  to  carry  into  effect  the  stipulations  of  the  treaqr*. 
between  the  United  States  and  the  republic  of  Mexico.. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  advise  the  department  that  the  present  mat- 
ter at  issue  between  Colonel  Graham  and  myself  will  not  arrest  the 
operations  of  the  commission;  for  perfect  harmony  exists  between  the 
commissioner  and  survej'or,  notwithstanding  some  diffference  of  opinion 
relative  to  the  initial  point ;  and  they  will  proceed  immediately,  unless 
insuperable  obstacles  ar^  designedly  thrown  in  thoir  way,  to  carry  out 

the  views  of  the  joint  commission^  as  decided  upon*  at  the  meeting  held 

f 
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prior  to  Colonel  Graham's  arrival,  viz :  to  trace  the  river  Gila  to  its 
junction  with  the  Colorado,  &c.,  &c. 
A       With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  ser\'^ant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
Hon.  Secretary  op  the  Interior. 


[No.  22.]  Headquarters  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  August.  13,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  ©f 
the  5th  of  June  last,  advising  me  that  "Colonel  Graham  dre^w  on  the 
department  for  $30,000,  in  favor  of  Lieutenants  Bumside  and  Tilling- 
hast,  upon  which,  however,  requisitions  will  not  be  issued  until  advices 
are  received  from  you,  [me,]  as  it  is  possible  that  he  w^as  not  a'ware  of 
your  [my]  orders,  which  Major  Bartlett  is  now  engaged  in  fulfilling." 

In  reply,  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  forbid  the  payment  of  the  drafts 
referred  to,  as  Colonel  Graham  had  no  authority  for,  and  entirely  tnn- 
scended  the  bounds  of  his  duty,  by  drawing  as  stated.  By  my  in- 
structions I  am  made  the  sole  disbursing  agent  of  the  commissioD,  and 
am  held  responsible  for  all  the  expenditures  on  its  account.  In  your 
despatch  of  11th  March,  I  am  advised  of  the  drafts  already  made  on 
the  appropriation  for  the  present  year,  in  addition  to  which  I  am  in- 
formed tnat  an  additional  amount  "will  probably  be  advanced  to 
Colonel  Graham  on  his  estimates  for  the  astronomical  and  surveying 
branch  of  the  service."  In  this  there  is  not  the  most  distant^allusioo 
to  advances  to  be  made  to  Colonel  Graham  for  the  quartermaster's  and 
commissary's  department.  Furthermore,  Colonel  G.  has  never  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  made  the  large  draft  on  the  department 
mentioned  by  you,  which  is  a  matter  of  great  surprise  to  me,  inas- 
much as  he  must  have  been  aware  that  so  great  an  mroad  in  the  ap- 
propriation a^  one-third,  without  giving  me  any  knowledge  of  it,  would 
embarrass  me  exceedingly. 

Lieutenants  TilUnghast  and  Bumside  were  directed  to  report  to  me. 
The  latter  did  so  on  the  19th  July.  The  former  has  not  yet  done  so, 
as  he  remains  at  an  observatory  near  El  Paso. 

You  observe  that  Colonel  Graham  may  not  have  been  aware  that 

Mr.  Bartlett,  the  late  commissary  of  the  commission,  was  executing 

orders  in  the  United  States  for  the  commissioner.     The  Colonel  must 

have  been  aware  of  this,  as  he  met  Mr.  B.  in  New  Orleans ;  and, 

«^^aXter  the  arrival  of  the  provisions  brought  up  by  Mr.  Smith  in  a  train 

I  which  accompanied  Colonel  G.,  Mr.  S.  was  directed  W  him  to  return, 

\|greeiable  to  the  contract  between  Mr..  S.  and  Mr.  Bartlett,  for  the 

provisions  the  latter  went  to  purchase. 

I  have  not  yet  been  informed  for  what  purpose  the  $30,000  has  been^ 

or  would  be,  expended.     A  year's  experience  in  the  commission,  and 

eight  months  in  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  has  given  me  an  opportunity 

to  learn  much  relative  to  the  quartermaster's  aj;id  commissary's  depart- 

mentf  which  c^pnot  but  be  vaXuaVA?  \.o  oxv^  ^\\%»t  coocvia^  here ;  but 

nothing  has  been  said  to  me  dti  t\xe  swViiecx^  ^lA  \v*^  q?1  ^wix^'^Sssxs^^- 
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sible  for  me  to  conjecture  why  so  large  a  draft  has  become  requisite. 
Not  only  has  the  indebtedness,  whatever  it  may  be,  been  contracted 
without  my  knowledge,  but  mainly  prior  to  the  quartermaster  having 
reported  to  me,  or  advised  with  me  in  any  manner  whatsoever.  For 
this,  however.  Colonel  Graham  is  probably  responsible,  as  he  is  vir- 
tually quartermaster  and  commissary,  the  gentlemen  detailed  fulfilling 
his  orders  in  a  great  measure  automatically.  His  orders  he  deems 
peremptory  and  final ;  and  to  such  an  extent  is  this  assumption  carried, 
that  he  requires  my  requisitions,  before  they  are  answered,  to  be  pre- 
sented to  him,  and  in  one  instance  even  countermanded  it,  upon  which 
ground  the  quartermaster  declined  answering  it. 

With  the  Apache  Indians  our  relations  continue  friendly.  A  large 
band  of  Navajoes  are  now  on  the  Gila,  and  may  be  disposed  to 
trouble  us.  A  number  of  that  tribe  have  been  to  the  Copper  Mines ; 
our  interview  with  them  was  friendly. 

I  have  just  heard  that  all  of  our  mules  at  the  astronomical  observa- 
tory at  Frontera,  eight  miles  above  El  Paso,  were  run  off  towards 
New  Mexico,  it  is  reported,  by  the  Indians ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  by 
New  Mexicans.  Colonel  Craig  has  sent  Lieutenant  Green,  with  a 
small  detachment  of  soldiers,  in  pursuit ;  and  a  few  days  since  nearly 
thirty  of  the  best  mules  belonging  to  the  escort,  and  several  of  the 
commission  horses,  were  stolen  within  three  or  four  miles  of  the  Copper 
Mines.  The  MexitJai^  herder  in  charge  of  them  also  disappeared  at 
the  same  time.  The  robbery,  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  believe,  is  the 
work  of  the  people  of  New  Mexico,  who  gain  their  hvelihood  by  buying 
mules  of  the  Indians,  and,  when  they  cannot  obtain  them  in  this  man- 
ner, run  them  off  themselves.  Colonel  Craig  has  gone  in  pursuit  of 
them. 

The  absolute  necessity  of  having  a  stronger  escort  has  induced  me 
to  make  an  application  to  Colonel  Sumner,  commanding  the  ninth  mili- 
tary division  [department]  at  Santa  Fe,  for  an  additional  company. 
(See  my  letter  to  that  officer.) 

Since  my  despatch  No.  19,  I  have  continued  to  reduce  the  commis- 
sion, agreeable  to  the  instructions  of  the  department.  I  have  now  to 
report  the  following  resignations  and  removals : 

S.  H.  Kettlewell,  assistant  astronomer. 

Thomas  F.  Moss,  mining  engineer. 

Alexander  A.  Camp,  computer. 

George  P.  Ihrie,  sub-assistant  surveyor. 

R.  L.  Griffin, 

F.  D.  Keller, 

Joseph  Hoban, 

William  B.  Yerby, 

C.  N.  Simms, 

L.  C.  Houghton,  clerk  to  Colonel  McClellan. 

M.  Gassaway,  shoemaker. 

Samuel  McPherson,  mason.      ^-  - 

H.  Miller,  butcher  and  overseer. 

Charles  Rainy,  laborer. 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
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The  aggregate  salaries  of  the  above  fourteen  persons  is  $8,488  75 
per  annum.  Further  reductions  will  be  made,  in  order  to  bring  the 
expenditures,  as  far  as  possible,  within  the  appropriation  made  for  the 
service.  I  feel  it  my  duty,  however,  to  state  that  some  recent  ap- 
pointments, made  by  Colonel  Graham  or  the  department,  with  large 
salaries,  will  counteract,  to  a  great  extent,  all  my  efforts  to  curtail 
the  expenses  of  the  commission. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior^  Washington. 


[No.  23.]      Headquarters  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre^  N.  3f.,  August  15,  1851. 

Sir:  My  despatch  No.  21  will  apprize  the  department  of  the  un- 
pleasant position  of  things  growing  out  of  the  extraordinary  pretensions 
of  Lieut.  Col.  Graham,  principal  astronomer,  &c.  The  letters  accom- 
panying it,  which  have  passed  between  Col.  Graham  and  myself,  will 
give  the  particulars  of  the  diflSculty  between  us  better  than  I  can  con- 
vey them  in  an  official  despatch. 

Lieut.  Col.  Graham  still  insists  upon  being  i^eived,  as  he  chooses 
to  understand  the  term,  as  "head  of  the  scientific  corps,"  giving  thereby 
an  interpretation  to  the  instructions  of  the  department  such  as  I  think 
was  never  intended.  Mr.  A.  B.  Gray,  the  surveyor  under  the  treaty, 
claims  certain  rights  under  his  commission,  and  under  the  5th  article 
of  the  treaty ,  of  vyhich  he  would  have  been  deprived  had  I  acknowl- 
edged the  pretensions  of  Col.  Graham. 

As  my  letters  to  Col.  Graham  will  show,  I  acknowledged  my  wil- 
lingness to  receive  him,  as  I  interpreted  my  instructions  relating  to  him, 
giving  him  direction  of  all  the  astronomical  and  topographical  parties 
on  the  line,  leaving  to  the  United  States  surveyor  the  charge  of  the 
linear  survey  alone.  Under  any  circumstances,  (even  if  not  authorized 
bv  his  instructions  so  to  do,)  I  should  award  to  so  high  an  officer  as  the 
United  States  surveyor,  under  the  treaty,  the  privilege  of  transmitting 
his  report  through  me  to  the  government,  rather  than  to  a  subordinate 
officer ;  and  one,  too,  not  recognised  in  the  treatj% 

Col.  Graham  has  taken  offence  because  Mr.  Gray  has  selected  fh)m 
among  the  members  of  the  boundary  commission  a  few  persons  who 
are  to  aid  him  in  his  duties,  viz:  two  assistant  surveyors,  one  chain 
bearer,  and  one  instrument  carrier;  leaving  all  the  other  members  and 
sub-assistants  at  the  disposal  of  the  principal  astronomer.  He  asks 
"by  what  authority  Mr.  Gray  takes  upon  himself  the  organization  of 
surveying  parties,"  &c.  The  long  delay  of  Col.  Graham  obliged  Mn  , 
Gray  to  cocimence  the  organiz£^ipI^  of  his  assistants,  so  that,  in  the 
arrival  of  Col.  Graham,  that  officer'^ight  complete  thfe  organization 
by  adding  an  astronomical  and  topographical  party  to  it. 

Col.  Graham  refuses  to  issue  the  Purveying  instruments  applied  for 
by  Mr,  Gray^  the  United  Slaleasvxi\e^oi,tilrough  me,  and  on  my  re<^ui- 
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sition.  He  requires,  first,  that  "the  heads  of  parties  shall  report  to 
him  for  instructions."  Mr.  Gray,  as  ihe  head  of  the  party  lor  the 
linear  survey,  is  therefore  deprived  of  the  instiniments  necessary  for 
his  duties  as  surveyor. 

I  have  applied  to  Lieutenant  Burnside  for  transportation  and  sub- 
sistence for  the  parties  of  Mr.  Gray  and  myself,  about  to  set  out  for  the 
Gila,  which  he  has  declined  to  furnish,  except  by  permissipn  of  CoL 
Graham.  The  latter  consents  to  comply  with  my  request,  as  far  as 
the  individual  parties  of  Mr.  Gray  himself  are  concerned ;  but  he  re- 
fuses them  to  tne  surveying  parties  which  it  is  necessary  should  ac- 
company us.  Notwithstanding  the  serious  impediment  thrown  in  my 
way  by  the  extraordinary  stand  taken  by  Colonef  G.,  in  refusing  me 
the  necessary  surveying  instruments,  subsistence,  &c.,  I  have  deter- 
mined, in  connexion  with  the  United  States  surveyor,  Mr.  A.  B.  Gray, 
to  start  in  three  or  four  days  for  the  Gila,  to  meet  the  Mexican  commis- 
sioner, agreeable  to  appointment,  and,  with  such  means  as  we  shall  have 
at  our  command,  proceed  to  trace  that  river  to  its  junction  with  the 
Colorado.  In  consequence  of  the  withholding  of  animals  from  us, 
most  of  the  party  will  be  compelled  to  perform  the  journey  on  foot.  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  the  department  to  my  letter  to  Colonel  Graham, 
dated  August  12,  asking  for  the  instruments  referred  to,  and  of  my 
desire  that  he  should  organize  such  a  party  as  he  deemed  proper  to 
perform  the  astronomical  duties  in  the  contemplated  survey. 

On  the  15th  inst.,  between  nine  and  ten  in  the  evening,  I  received  a 
letter  of  forty-two  pages  from  Colonel  Graham,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the 
9th,  defining  his  position,  as  I  understood  it,  by  my  instructions  from 
the  Department  ol  the  Interior,  dated  23d  October  last.  My  official 
duties  prevented  me  from  replying  to  it  in  a  single  day,  and  this  morn- 
ing he  writes  me  that  he  now  closes  his  correspondence  with  me  on 
this  subject  until  it  can  be  referred  to  the  department  at  Washington. 
I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  examine  and  reply  to  the  letter 
referred  to. 

I  informed  Colonel  Graham  that,  in  case  we  did  not  agree,  I  would 
send  a  messenger  to  Washington,  and  that  I  would  transmit  by  him 
anything  he  wished  to  forward.  Notwithstanding  this,  he  has  sent  one 
himself,  no  doubt  at  a  great  expense.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  de- 
partment will  not  charge  the  commission  with  this  unnecessary  expend- 
iture. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner, 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Sea'etary  of  the  Interior. 

P.  S. — ^I  would  call  your  pMticular  attention  to  Lieutenant  Bum- 
side's  letter  to  me,  of  this  date,  oy  which  you  will  perceive  he  denies 
all  responsibility  tg  npe.     I  have  no  time  to  comment  on  th^  above. 

J.  R.  P, 
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[No.  24.]  Headquarters  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  16,  1851. 

Sir:  I  sent  off,  this  morning,  a  bearer  of  despatches  to  the  depart- 
ment with  important  letters  and  documents. 

I  informed  Lieut.  Col.  Graham  that  I  would  send  one  in  case  we  ^id 
not  come  to  any  agreement.  My  intention  was  to  send  a  competent 
engineer,  \yho  should  be  able  to  lay  before  the  department  the  actual 
condition  of  the  commission,  point  out  its  necessities,  the  force  required 
to  accomplish  the  duties  assigned  to  it,  to  propose  plans  for  bringmg  its 
expenses  within  the  appropnation,  and  to  hasten  the  completion  of  the 
boundary  survey.  J  also  informed  Colonel  Graham  that  the  person  I 
would  send  would  be  the  bearer  of  any  letters  or  documents  he  might 
have  to  send. 

Notwithstanding  this,  Colonel  Graham  is  about  to  send  off  Lieut. 
Burnside,  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  of  the  commission  at  this 

Elace,  a  very  efficient  officer,  who  cannot  be  spared.  The  responsi- 
ilities  of  a  quartermaster  and  commissary  are  great;  on  him  depend, 
more  than  on  any  other  officer,  the  comfort  and  safety  of  our  parties; 
and  to  leave  at  this  time  may  not  only  embarrass  my  movements,  but 
may  cause  a  great  additional  expense  to  the  commission.  I  have, 
therefore,  protested  against  his  leavmg,  although,  as  he  does  not  acknow- 
ledge my  authority  over  him,  it  is  not  probable  that  he  will  pay  any 
regard  to  my  protest.  He  recognises  no  authority  above  that  of  the 
military  officer  to  whom,  in  my  letter  from  the  department,  of  March 
11,  1851,  it  is  observed,  **t^  would  seem  proper  that  their  reports  should 
be  hereafter  made;"  an  opinion  which  the  department,  much  to  my 
rem*et,  will  see  is  not  confirmed  by  the  course  of  recent  events. 

Lieut.  Burnside  also  claims  to  make  his  returns  directly  to  Washing- 
ton, countersigned  by  Lieut.  Col.  Graham ;  and  this,  too,  when  /  am 
immediately  responsible  to  government,  and  Lieut.  Col.  Graham  di- 
rectly responsible  to  me.  I  have  never  been  consulted  on  any  of  the 
important  business  matters  of  the  quartermaster's  and  commissary's  de- 
partment. I  have  never  been  made  acquainted  with  their  transactions; 
and  although  by  my  instructions  I  am  made  sole  disbursing  officer,  I 
am  told  virtually  that  I  am  not  responsible  for  the  public  property  in 
the  quartermaster's  hands,  purchased  by  me,  or  my  order,  paid  for  by 
me  and  turned  over  to  him  by  me,  or  my  order ;  and  am  furthermore 
in  truth  told,  if  I  wish  to  know  anything  about  his  accounts,  I  must  go 
or  send  to  Washington.  More  than  this,  lam  refused  by  him  the  very 
property  purchased  by  me,  long  before  he  came  out  here,  expressly  to 
be  used  on  the  Gila  trip,  and  for  which  purpose  I  have  in  vain  applied 
for  it. 

As  I  understood,  by  the  communication  from  the  department,  under 
date  of  March  11,  1851,  the  new  commissary  and  quartermaster  are 
first  to  report  themselves  to  me,  (and  Otherwise,  of  course,  I  could  not 
recognise  them.)  Lieut.  Burnside  did  present  himself,  and  was  at  once 
officially  recognised ;  the  other  gentleman  to  this  day  has  not  done  so, 
or  communicated  with  me  in  any  way,  and  I  have  no  cognizance  of  his 
acts,  and  therefore  can  take  no  responsibility  of  them. 
Lieut.  Burnside  says  that  the  department,  "  in  the  most  positive 
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terms,  both  verbal  and  written,"  ordered  him  **to  report  to  Lieut.  Col. 
J.  D.  Graham,"  &c.  These  orders  have  never  been  shown  me;  and 
when  called  for,  I  am  told  by  Lieut.  B.  that  he  "  believes"  they  are 
"at  Frontera!" 

My  so-called  "threat,"  by  reference  to  my  letter  and  the  one  to 
which  it  is  a  reply,  it  will  be  seen  is  a  remark  confirmatory  of  Lieut. 
Burnside  as  to  bis  responsibility. 

In  justice  to  Lieut.  Burnside,  I  would  state  that,  prior  to  the  arrival 
of  Col.  Graham,  and  when  he  was,  in  consequence,  influenced  by  his 
own  judgment  and  good  senfee,  he  conducted  in  every  way  in  a  highly 
acceptable  manner;  but  subsequently  a  material  change  has  taken 
place  in  him  as  regards  his  oflBcial  (not  individual)  capacity.  During 
the  former  period  he  in  fact  discharged  the  duties  of  quaitermaster : 
during  the  latter  he  has  become  an  automaton.  I  should  desire  no  bet- 
ter quaitermaster,  were  he  instructed  to  recognise  and  obey  my  legiti- 
mate orders,  as  head  of  the  commission;  but  I  do  not  admit  that 
requisitions  by  me  made,  and  for  which  I  am  responsible,  are  to  be 
submitted  to  another  individual,  to  be  by  him  approved  before  the 
quartermaster  shall  answer  them. 

I  would  simply  allude  to  another  singular  feature  in  the  transactions 
relating  to  the  quartermaster's  department.  The  very  faithful  and 
competent  clerk,  who  of  late,  as  assistant  commissary,  has  had  charge 
of  that  department,  and  who,  by  his  business  habits  from  early  child- 
hood, and  by  his  experience  here,  is  admirably  qualified  for  the  situa- 
tion, and  would  be  an  excellent  and  trustworthy  individual  to  leave  in 
charge  whenever  an  emergency  requiring  the  absence  of  the  quarter- 
master should  arise,  is  forthwith  dismissed,  a  subordinate  being 
taken  from  the  astronomical  party  at  Frontera,  and  put  in  his  room; 
and  now,  when  the  quartermaster  sees  fit  to  absent  himself,  another 
member  of  the  astronomical  party,  by  some  means  and  authority  to  me 
unknown,  is  called  to  act  for  him. 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  U.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Iriterior,  Washington. 

P.  S. — As  Lieutenant  Burnside  is  determined  to  go,  notwithstanding 
my  earnest  protest  against  the  procedure,  I  have  thought  best  to  avail 
myself  of  the  opportunity  to  communicate  with  the  department,  seeing 
no  impropriety  in  so  doing,  and  not  intending  thereby  to  countenance 
bis  course.  • 

J.  R.  B. 


^ 


[No.  25.]       Headquarters  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  N.  M.,  August  20,  1861. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  16th  instant  by  ^fr. 
Radziminski,  bearer  of  despatches,  and  on  the  following  day  by  Lieu- 
tenant Burnside,  quartermaster  aud  conumas^'^  Vci  ^^  ^Q\s>k:slY%^^\N.T^ 
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who  was  sent  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham.  On  the  latter  day,  find- 
ing that  the  transportation  and  subsistence  for  Mr.  Gray,  the  United 
States  surveyor,  and  myself,  with  our  respective  parties  down  the  Gila, 
was  not  to  be  furnished,  as  appeared  by  the  letter  of  Lieutenant  Burn- 
side,  (a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  the  department,)  I  deemed  it  'my 
duty  to  make  increased  efforts  to  effect  that  object.  I  had  made  an 
engagement  to  meet  General  Conde  and  the  Mexican  commission  on 
the  Gila,  and  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  fulfil  it.  I  therefore  invited 
Mr.  Gray,  with  the  principal  engineers  and  other  officers  of  the  com- 
mission, to  meet  at  my  quarters  to  consult  bn  the  proper  measures  to  be 
taken.  The  result  was,  that  I  made  a  formal  demand  on  the  acting 
commissary.  Lieutenant  Smith,  to  surrender  immediately  to  me  all  the 
quartermaster's  and  commissary's  property  in  his  possession.  No  at- 
tention was  paid  to  my  request,  I  then  directed  a  note  to  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Craig,  calling  on  him  to  aid  me  with  the  escort  under  his  com- 
mand in  obtaining  possession  of  the  commission  property.  This  Colo- 
nel Craig  positively  declined  doing. 

In  this  emergency,  Colonel  Graham  called  on  me  with  Colonel  Craig, 
and  stated  that  my  requisition  should  be  complied  with ;  furthermore, 
that  it  had  never  been  presented  to  him  for  his  approval.  I  replied  that 
I  had  made  my  requisition  on  Lieutenant  Burnside,  the  quartermaster 
and  commissary,  and  could  apply  to  no  other  person ;  recognising  no 
one's  authority  to  examine  my  requisitions,  and  direct  the  quarter- 
master whether  or  not  to  answer  them,  as  the  examiner  may  feel  dis- 
C)sed.  The  following  day  the  acting  commissary  and  quartermaster, 
ieutenant  Smith,  called  on  me  to  renew  my  requisition,  which  he  said 
he  would  fill. 

On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  a  descent  was  made  by  a  band  of  In- 
dians on  our  herd  of  mules,  while  grazing  in  charge  of  the  herders, 
about  six  miles  from  the  Copper  Mines,  and  nearly  fifty  of  the  best  of 
them  were  driven  off*.  Our  men  secured  as  many  as  possible  by  dri- 
ving them  into  the  corral,  or  yard.  Word  was  immediately  bi*ought 
here,  and  Colonel  Craig,  with  great  promptness,  started  off" about  mid- 
night in  pursuit,  with  all  the  men  whom  he  could  mount,  as  it  would 
have  been  useless  to  attempt  a  pursuit  with  foot  soldiers.  Unfortu- 
nately we  possessed  few  good  horses,  and  there  was  no  alternative  but 
to  mount  the  soldiers  on  mules.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  comment  on 
a  pursuit  of  Indians  mounted  on  the  most  spirited  horses,  by  soldiers 
unused  to  the  saddle,  mounted  on  mules.  Nevertheless,  should  Colo- 
nel Craig  succeed  in  finding  the  camp  of  the  Indians,  he  will  not  hesi- 
tate to  give  them  batde,  notwithstanding  any  disparity  in  numbers. 

•  From  the  friendly  feeling  manifested  by  the  Apaches,  I  doubt  whether 
they  are  the  robbers  of  our  animals.  There  are  three  or  four  hundred 
Wlvajoes  temporarily  encamped  near  the  Gila,  and  it  is  more  than  proba- 
ble that  these  are  the  depredators.  I  shall  endeavor,  however,  to  se- 
cure some  of  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Apaches,  and  hold  them  till 
our  mules  are  surrendered,  unless  I  have  evidence  that  they  were  not 
concerned  in  the  plunder. 

The  loss  of  so  many  animals  at  this  particular  juncture  is  a  most 

serious  additional  \mped\nveiv\.  to  \}\e.  movements  of  the  commission; 

besideSf  Colonel  Cra\g,  wVlYi  B\V\XvaAoi<i^\xfc^wiL^^ prudent  to  take, 
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is  absent.  Nevertheless,  it  is  my  intention,  if  we  can  procure  more 
animals,  to  start  without  waiting  for  the  escort. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  company  of  mounted 
men  for  the  protection  of  the  commission  ;  of  my  application  to  Col. 
Monroe,  the  officer  late  in  command  at  Santa  Fe,  for  another  company, 
declining  to  grant  it.  My  recent  application  to  Colonel  Sumner  has 
met  with  no  better  success.     His  reply  accompanies  this. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  again  expressing  my  regret  at  the  course  pur- 
sued by  Lieutenant  Burnside  in  quitting  his  post  at  this  pressing  junc- 
ture. Nothing  but  a  case  of  the  most  extreme  urgency  can  justify  it, 
and  no  such  case,  to  my  knowledge,  exists;  if  there  does,  it  seems,  for 
some  unknown  reason,  to  be  studiously  kept  from  my  knowledge. 

I  duly  advised  Colonel  Graham  of  my  intention  to  send  an  express 
to  Washington,  if  unhappily  we  failed  in  satisfactorily  adjusting  the 
matter  at  issue  between  us,  and  that  he  could  avail  himself  of  the  same 
conveyance.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  evening  before  Lieutenant  B. 
left,  about  7  o'clock,  he  came  and  announced  his  intention  to  leave  the 
following  morning  at  10  o'clock.  This  course  superseded  the  neces- 
sity of  my  waiting  longer ;  and  Colonel  Graham  having  cut  me  off  from 
all  further  communication  with  him,  I  early  the  ensumg  morning  des- 
patched Mr.  Radziminski  with  my  documents  for  the  department. 

I  remonstrated  to  no  purpose  against  Lieutenant  Bumside's  (so  im- 
portant an  officer)  starting  off  as  an  express,  when  any  other  individ- 
ual would  do  as  well,  as  a  mere  bearer  of  despatches.  My  surprise 
was  the  greater  because  he  knew  how  very  important  it  was  for  me 
to  be  fitted  out  for  the  Gila  trip  with  the  lea^t  possible  delay.  Further- 
more, Colonel  Graham  had  himself  decided  that  it  was  important  for 
Lieutenant  B.  to  accompany  us  on  the  trip,  to  make  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements, purchases,  &c.,  &c. 

As  regards  the  qualifications,  &c.,  of  his  substitute,  I  know  nothing ; 
and  it  was  not  considered  of  any  consequence  to  consult  me  in  making 
the  selection,  nor  to  obtain  my  approval  of  this  or  any  other* act  or  op- 
eration in  the  commissary's  or  quartermaster's  department. 

.It  must  be  evident  that  the  having  four  different  individuals  at  the 
head  within  the  short  space  of  less  than  two  months,  is  not  the  surest 
means  of  expediting  the  boundary-line  business.  Indeed,  at  this  very 
time,  when  we  are  on  the  eve  of  starting  on  a  three-months  trip, 
which,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  cannot  but  prove  an 
arduous  one,  it  is  announced  that  there  is  not  a  sufficiency  of  several 
articles  to  issue  the  requisite  rations,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  send 
down  to  the  other  commissary's  depot,  (for,  under  the  double-headed 
sysiemytttx)  depots  are  established,)  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  miles 
distant,  to  obtain  the  necessary  supplies ;  and  this,  too,  although  from  the 
onset  it  has  been  known  that  the  articles  would  be  wanted.  In  justice 
to  the  original  quartermaster  and  commissary,  I  must  say  that  these 
annoying  delays  would  never  have  occurred  under  their  arrangements. 

As  respects  the  riiules,  the  loss  of  which  is  seriously  felt  at  this 
time,  had  my  rpquisidon  on  the  Quartermaster  last  week  been  answered, 
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the  animals  would  have  been  brought  in  here,  and  consequently  would 
now  be  safe. 

With  high  respect,  I  remain  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT,  Commissioner. 
Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Luerior. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Department, 

Fort  Union^  N.  M.,  August  3,  1851. 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  the  25th  ultimo,  applying  for  a  com- 
pany of  dragoons,  as  an  additional  escort  to  the  boundary  commission, 
has  been  received  by  Brevet  Colonel  Sumner,  the  commanding  officer 
of  this  department ;  and  I  am  instructed  by  him  to  reply  to  you  that 
the  military  instructions  of  the  department  will  not  permit  them,  even 
il'he  felt  himself  authorized,  to  increase  the  escort  which  has  already 
been  assigned  to  the  commission  by  the  government. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  BUELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General* 
J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

Commissioner,  ^t.,  4^.,  Santa  Rita  del  Cohre^  N.  M. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  16,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  hereby  require  you  to  surrender  immediately  all  the  quarter- 
master and  commissary  property  now  in  your  hands,  belonging  to  the 
commission,  to  Mr.  Henry  Jacobs,  for  which  I  hold  Inyself  responsible, 
and  for  which  1  will  give  my  receipt. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.      JOHN  R.  BARTLETT,   Commissioner. 
To  the  Acting  Quartermaster  and  Commissary 

of  the  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

SaJita  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  16,  1851. 

Sir  :  By  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  me,  under  my^  commission 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  approved  by  the  Senate, 
I  am  under  the  necessity  of  requesting  you,  as  commander  of  the  es- 
cort of  the  United  States  boundary  commission,  to  take  possession  of 
and  retain,  subject  to  my  order,  the  commissary  and  quartermaster 
property  belonging  to  it  at  this  place.  * 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT,  Commissioner. 
Bvt.  Lt.  Col.  L.  S.  Craig,  » 

Third  17.  S.  In/cuitri),  Commaudltig  Escort  E7.  S.  B.  C. 
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Cantonmbnt  Dawson,  New  Mexico, 

August  16,  1861. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  received  a  few  mo- 
ments since,  I  have  the  honor  to  inibrm  you  that  I,  as  commander  of 
the  escort  for  the  United  States  boundary  commission,  object  positively 
to  interfere  with  the  commissary  and  quartermaster'^  property,  in  the 
hands  of  the  acting  commissaiy  and  rjuartermaster  of  the  united  States 
boundary  commission, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  S.  CRAIG, 
Brevet  Lieut,  Col,  V.  S,  -4.,  Commanding  Escort  U.  S.  B,  C. 

John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

CommissiJOTier,  Present. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Ri/a  del  Cobre,  August  17,  1851. 

Sir:  My  object  in  addressing  you  is  to  apprize  you  that  between 
forty  and  fifty  of  the  mules  belonging  to  the  boundaiy  commission 
were  stolen  a  few  hours  i-ince  by  a  band  of  Indians,  airectly  in  the 
face  of  the  men  who  were  herding  them,  a  few  miles  from  this  place. 
This  robbeiy  may  prove  a  disastrous  obstacle  to  the  operations  of 
the  commi.s.^ion,  as  we  have  no  means  to  pursue  the  Indians,  except 
with  the  infantry  under  Colonel  Craig. 

I  lay  these  facts  before  you  as  the  commander  of  the  nearest  military 
post,  leaving  it  with  you  to  take  such  steps  as  in  your  judgment  tlie 
present  exigency  demands. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissianer, 
Major  Shepherd, 

Third  Infantry,  Commanding  at  Dofla  Ana. 


[No.  26.]         Headquarters  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

SatUa  Rita  del  Cobre,  New  Mexico,  Aitgust  21,  1851. 

Sir  :  Since  my  despatch  No.  24,  I  have  been  busily  engaged  m 
making  preparations  for  the  immediate  survey  of  the  river  (JiUi;  but 
as  the  instruments  which  Mr.  Gray  required  tor  maliing  the  linear  por- 
tion of  that  work  have  not  been  furnished  by  Colonel  Graham,  who  is 
charged  with  the  distiibution  of  them  to  the  heads  of  parties,  some  in- 
convenience may  result  therefrom. 

Anxious  to  arnmge  matters  between  Mr.  Gray  and  Colonel  Graham, 
so  that  the  former  might  obtain  the  instruments  he  had  asked  for — ^that 
harmony  might  be  restored,  and  the  important  work  before  us  be  no 
longer  delaye^^d — I  requested  these  gentlemen  to  prepare  plans  for  car- 
rying it  on,  which  request  they  assented  to;  but  mstead  of  a  plan, 
Colonel  Graham  submitted  a  document,  of  which  thft  ^5i^'Q>\SiTg^\!^\s>t% 
2^ 
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(marked  A)  is  a  copy,  which,  it  will  be  seen,  is  a  mere  reiteration  of 
his  former  position.  Mr.  Gray  of  course  declined  assenting  to  it,  and 
proposed  in  its  stead  the  paper  marked  B,  which  has  been  shown  to 
Colonel  Graham,  and  rejected  by  him.  I  also  enclose  Mr.  Gray's  let- 
ter, (marked  C,)  which  accompanied  his  document.  The  proposition 
therein  contained  appears  to  me  unexceptionable  in  its  character. 

My  determination  is  still  to  proceed  down  the  Gila,  as  soon  as  a  few 
mules  can  be  procured ;  and,  should  any  imperfections  or  delay  result 
in  the  work  from  the  deficiency  of  instruments,  the  responsibility  must 
fall  upon  the  individual  withholding  them. 

I  am,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Cammmioner. 
Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stitart, 

Secretary  of  the  IrUeriorj  Washington* 


A. 

Copy  of  .the  paper  presented  to  the  commissioner  hy  Colonel  Graham^  an 
the  19th  day  of  Augmt^  lS51,for  his  and  the  surveyor's  approval. 

The  following  system  is  adopted  in  conducting,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  boundary  commission^  the  surveys  for  defining  the  said 
boundary,  viz: 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham,  as  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  will  pre- 
scribe  the  system  of  conducting  the  said  surveys,  embracing  the  forms 
of  the  note-books  and  the  system  of  laying  down  the  topography ,  which 
shall  be  uniform  in  manner  and  style  throughout  the  work ;  and  he  shall 
issue  such  instnictions  to  the  heads  of  parties  as  shall  conduce  to  a  full 
amderstanding  of  the  said  system,  taking  care,  however,  that  the  lines 
run  shall,  in  all  cases,  conform  strictly  with  those  which  the  joint  com- 
mission of  both  nations  shall  have  adjudged  and  decided  to  be  the  true 
line  of  boundary,  under  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty. 

The  reorganization  of  the  scientific  corps  directed  by  the  instructions, 
of  the  23d  of  October  last,  to  the  United  Slates  commissioner,  shall  be 
immediately  perfected  in  the  manner  therein  directed.  So  soon  as  this 
is  done,  the  parties  shall  be  organized  as  also  therein  directed ;  and 
they  shall  be  assigned  to  the  various  portions  of  the  work,  according  as 
those  various  portions  may  be  directed  by  the  board  of  joint  commis- 
sioners to  be  put  under  survey.  The  heads  of  these  parties  shall  then 
report  to  the  head  of  the  scientific  corps  for  such  written  and  verbal  in- 
structions as  he  may  deem  necessaiy  to  a  full  understanding  of  the 
duties  to  be  performed  by  those  parties.  They  shall  report  their  work 
to  him,  from  time  to  time,  as  he  may  direct ;  and  he  shall  make  report 
to  the  United  States  commissioner,  as  often  as  he  may  desire,  of  the  ope- 
rations that  are  going  on  and  their  progress ;  and  the  said  head  of  the 
^scientific  corps  shall  be  held  responsible  to  the  said  commissioner  for 
the  successful  prosecution  of  the  scientific  departments  of  the  work. 

The  head  oi  the  scientific  corps  will  be  charged  with  the  distribution, 
ito  the  heads  of  organized  surveying  parties,  of  such  instruments  as  he 
msLy  deem  necessary  to  the  Tjjeifoiiaaxtf:^  of  their  duties. 
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In  case  A.  B.  Gray,  esq.,  should  choose  lo  head  a  sun^eying  party 
in  the  field,  that  party  shall  be  governed,  like  others,  by  the  foregoing 
regulations.  He  shall  be  consulted  as  to  the  organization  of  his  party, 
and  shall  be  supplied  with  the  necessary  instruments  for  the  same. 

It  shall  be  the  prerogative  of  the  commissioner  and  the  surveyor,  as  a 
board,  at  all  times  to  require  and  receive  such  information  from  the  head 
of  the  scientific  corps,  in  relation  to  the  field-work,  as  shall  satisfy  them  that 
it  is  accurately  and  fiiithfuUy  done,  so  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  au- 
thenticate the  maps  showing  the  line  agreed  on,  under  the  treatjs  and  the 
said  head  of  the  scientific  corps  shall,  at  all  times,  render  to  them  full 
information  on  this  point. 


B. 

Copy  of  paper  submitted  by  the  surveyor ^  in  returning  Colonel  GrahanCs 
paper  submitted  to  the  commissioner ^  somewhat  similar  j  only  modified. 

The  following  system  will  be  adopted  in  conducting,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  boundary  commission,  surveys  for  defining  the  said 
boundary,  viz: 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham,  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  as  under- 
stood by  our  government,  may  prescribe  a  system  of  conducting  the 
said  survey,  embracing  the  forms  of  the  note-books  and  a  system  of  lay- 
ing down  the  topography,  to  be  uniform  in  manner  and  style  through- 
out the  work ;  and  lie  shall  issue  instructions  to  the  heads  of  such  par-  ^ 
ties  as  the  United  States  commissioner  may  place  under  him,  all  of 
which  shall  conduce  to  a  full  understanding  of  the  system  adopted, 
taking  care,  however,  that  the  lines  run  shall,  m  all  cases,  conform  strict- 
ly w  ith  those  which  the  joint  commissions  of  both  nations  have  adjudged 
and  decided  to  be  the  true  line  of  boundary,  under  the  6th  article  of 
the  treaty. 

The  reorganization  of  the  scientific  corps  directed  by  the  instructions 
of  the  23d  of  October  last,  to  the  United  States  commissioner,  and  as 
interpreted  by  him  and  the  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  shall  be  imme- 
diately perfected  in  the  manner  therein  directed.  So  soon  as  this  is  done, 
a  reorganization  of  parties  shall  take  place,  as  the  commissioner  shall  pre- 
scribe, (taking  care  to  observe  the  terms  of  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty)  and 
they  shall  be  assigned  to  the  various  portions  of  the  work,  as  the  com- 
missioner may  direct.  The  heads  of  all  parties  placed  under  the  head  of 
the  scientific  corps  shall  receive  from  him  such  verbal  and  written  instruc- 
tions as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  a  full  understanding  of  the  duties  to  be 
performed  by  those  parties.  They  shall  report  their  work  to  him  fiom 
time  to  time,  as  he  may  direct,  and  he  shall  make  reports  to  the  United 
States  commissioner,  as  often  as  he  may  desire,  of  the  operations  that  are 
going  on  and  their  progress ;  and  the  said  head  of  the  scientific  corps 
shall  be  held  responsible  to  the  said  commissioner  for  the  successful 
prosecution  of  the  scientific  departments  of  the  work  placed  under  him. 
The  head  of  the  scientific  corps  will  be  charged  with  the  distribution, 
to  the  heads  of  organized  parties,  of  such  instruments  as,  under  the 


4S»  S.  Doc.  119. 

circumstances  which  we  are  now  placed,  he  shall  deem  necessary  to 
the  performance  of  their  duties. 

In  case  the  United  States  surveyor,  commissioned  under  the  fifth  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  shall  choose  to  head  a  sur- 
veying party  in  the  field,  that  party  shall  be  governed,  like  others,  by 
the  foregoing  regulations.  He  shall  be  consulted  as  to  the  organization 
of  that  party,  and  shall  be  supplied  with  the  necessary  instruments  for 
the  same.  It  shall  be  the  prerogative  of  the  commissioner  and  sur- 
veyor, on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  as  a  board,  to  require  and  re- 
ceive such  information  fix)m  the  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  in  relation 
to  the  field-work,  as  shall  satisfy  them  that  it  is  accurately  and  fathfully 
done,  so  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  authenticate  the  maps  showing 
the  line  agreed  on  under  the  treaty;  and  the  said  head  of  the  scientific 
corps  shall,  at  all  times,  render  them  full  information  on  this  point. 

That  the  surveyor,  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty,  shaft  take  the 
direction  of  the  paity  for  the  linear  surveys  of  the  Gila  river,  under  the 
above  system;  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham,  principal  astronomer 
and  head  of  Uie  scientific  corps,  shall  issue  all  instructions  to  such  as- 
tronomical party  as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  accompany  the  com- 
missioner. He  shall  further  have  charge  of  all  astronomical  and  sur- 
vej'ing  parties  on  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte,  to  issue  such  instructions 
and  such  orders  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  carrying  out  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty;  it  being  believed  by  the  Ameri- 
can commission  that  the  survey  of  that  river  should  be  prosecuted  with 
all  vigor  and  despatch,  and  that  they  shall  immediately,  on  joining  the 
Mexican  commission  on  the  Gila  river  as  per  agreement,  procure  their 
consent  for  the  same. 

The  whole  subject  to  be  modified  by  any  orders  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  hereafter ;  or,  in  the  absence  of  such  orders,  as 
shall  be  judged  by  the  commissioner  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  in- 
terest. 

Under  the  circumstances  existing  in  the  American  commission  from 
a  difference  of  opinion  relative  to  the  construction  to  be  placed  on  the 
instructions  of  the  23d  of  October  last  from  the  department,  the  forego- 
ing is  deemed  necessary  to  carry  out  the  faith  of  the  government  with 
a  foreign  commission,  and  to  create  a  harmonious  spirit  of  co-opera- 
tion and  concert  of  action  on  the  part  of  officers  of  our  government, 
whose  commissions  emanate  from  the  President. 


C. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  surveyor  to  the  commissioner,  accompanied  by  a  copy 
of  Colonel  Graham* s  paper,  and  a  somewhat  similar  paper  modiJiGd,  rC' 
latin g  to  a  system  for  conducting  the  boundary  survey. 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre, 

August  19,  1851. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  note  about  an  hour  ago  and  hasten  to 
reply  to  it,  consistent  witii  due  left&c-Uoxi*    I  return  you  the  programme 
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X)f  the  system  to  be  adopted  on  the  survey  of  the  boundary,  as  submit- 
ted to  you  by  Colonel  Graham  for  our  opinion  and  agi'eement.  I  also 
send  a  copy  of  the  same  with  some  few  alterations  in  the  language, 
and  additions  which  are  consistent  with  the  views  expressed  yesterday 
at  your  oflSce,  and  such,  I  am  sure,  all  parties  will  be  satisfied  with. 
I  know  the  Colonel  and  yourself  cannot  out  say  that  it  is  fair  and  just 
under  existing  circumstances,  and  which  cannot  be  said,  now  or  here- 
after, as  conflicting  with  our  respective  commissions  and  respective 
duties  to  our  government. 

The  unpleasant  misunderstanding  which  has  lately  existed  relative 
to  our  positions  and  duties  I  hope,  by  this,  may  be  settled,  and  that  no 
obstacle  may  be  thrown  in  the  way  to  prevent  the  pushing  forward  the 
public  interest.  It  cannot  be  said  that  I  am  too  exacting.  You,  as 
the  commissioner,  however,  must  decide;  and  by  your  decision,  if,  in 
your  opinion,  it  does  not  conflict  with  my  duties  under  my  commission, 
will  I  agree  to  what  I  have  written. 

My  entire  object  is,  and  always  has  been,  that  of  a  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion and  co-operation,  based  upon  a  fair  construction  ol  my  duties. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

A.  B.  GRAY, 
United  States  Surveyor. 

Hon.  John  R.  Baktlett, 

United  States  Commissioner. 


[No.  27.]  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Santa  Rita  del  Cobre,  August  25,  1851. 

Sia:  I  have  appointed  Mr.  Henry  Jacobs  (who  has  filled  the  place 
of  assistant  commissary  to  the  commission  since  its  organization,  and 
acting  commissary  since  the  departure  of  Mr.  G.  F.  Bartlett  to  Ne-v^ 
York)  to  the  place  of  assistant  secretary  and  clerk  to  the  commission 
during  my  absence  on  the  survey  of  the  Gila. 

Mr.  Jacobs  will  remain  here  until  the  party  under  Colonel  Graham 
leaves  for  the  survey  of  the  Rio  Grande.  He  will  then  take  up  his 
quarters  at  El  Paso,  and  continue  near  the  field  of  operations  on  the 
Kio  Grande,  to  attend  to  the  duties  which  belong  to  me  as  paymaster 
and  disbursing  agent  during  my  absence. 

Should  unforeseen  circumstances  prevent  me  from  returning  during 
the  fall,  or  compel  me  to  go  to  Washington  via  Panama,  I  have  directed 
Mr.  Jacobs  to  forward  to  the  department  copies  of  all  documents  of 
importance  which  he  may  receive  connected  with  the  commission,  and 
to  keep  it  informed  of  the  progress  of  parties. 

The  vouchers  for  expenditures  during  my  absence,  after  being  ap- 
proved by  Colonel  Graham,  the  commissary,  or  the  quartermaster,  will 
he  forwarded  by  Mr.  Jacobs  to  the  Fifth  Auditor,  through  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interion 


454  S.  Doc.  119. 

I  shall  leave  the  following  requisitions  on  the  treasnry  with  Mr,  Ja- 
cobs, to  be  used  by  him  when  required : 

One  dated  August  25,  1851,  in  favor  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Ma- 
goffin, for $3,000 

One  dated  August  25,  1851,  in  favor  of  Henry  Jacobs,  fc*  1,500 

One  dated  August  25,  1851,  in  &vor  of  Henry  Jacobs,  for  2,000 

Total 6,500 


Making  altogether  six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Very  little  will  be  required  for  the  commissary's  department,  as  we 
now  have  on  hand,  and  paid  for,  about  four  months'  supply  of  evenr 
article  except  flour,  and  iiave  on  the  way  at  least  six  months*  addi- 
ditional  supply.  We  have,  besides,  between  ninety  a»d  one  hundred 
head  of  excellent  fat  cattle,  and  more  than  three  hundred  sheep.  As 
all  these  have  been  paid  for,  the  demands  for  the  commissary's  depart- 
ment will  be  very  small  for  twelve  months  to  come. 

Our  outfit  of  wagons,  mules,  horses,  and  equipments  was  foil  and 
complete  for  a  year  to  come,  but  the  severe  losses  we  have  met  with 
during  the  past  month  from  robberies  by  the  Indians  will  require  an 
additional  outlay ;  and  I  may  with  great  truth  add  that,  unless  we  have 
the  increased  escort  for  which  I  have  made  such  earnest  and  repealled 
demands,  we  may  at  any  moment  lose  all  the  valuable  prt^rty  that 
remains,  and  find  our  operations  suddenly  suspended. 

I  have  given  Mr.  A.  B.  Gray,  at  his  request,  a  requisition,  dated 
August  22,  1851,  for  two  thousand  dollars,  ($2,000)  for  expenses  con- 
nect^ with  the  linear  survey  of  the  Gila ;  this  I  have  charged  to  him. 
When  the  proper  vouchers,  with  his  certificate  of  approval,  are  ren- 
dered, they  will  be  credited  and  forwarded  to  the  Fifth  Auditor. 

The  parties  under  Mr.  A.  B.  Gray,  United  States  surveyor  for  the 
linear  survey  of  the  Gila,  of  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  for  the  astro^ 
nomical  and  topographical  portion  of  the  work,  and  that  with  myselii 
will  embrace  a  majority  of  the  commission.  The  pay  of  the  officers 
and  men  belonging  to  these  parties,  and  all  other,  expenses  attendant 
on  the  duties  referred  to,  I  shall  attend  to  myself,  and  transmit  the 
vouchers  for  the  same  from  San  Diego. 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant^ 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior j  Washington. 


[No.  28.]  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

hi  Camp  of  Santa  Cruz,  Sonoroy  September  27,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  follow- 
ing facts  connected  with  the  commissary  department  of  this  commisi- 
sion,  and  the  individual  exercising  the  duties  temporarily  as  commis- 
sary. 
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The  documents  already  transmitted  by  me  to  the  department,  viz: 
my  requisition  on  Lieutenant  Byrnside,  commissary  and  quartermaster, 
dated  August  13, 1851,  for  ninety  days'  provisions  for  the  parties  about 
to  survey  the  Gila,  and  the  reply  of  that  officer,  declining  to  issue  on 
my  requisition,  unless  approved  by  his  "commanding  officer,"  will 
show  the  position  in  which  I  was  placed  by  the  assumption  of  authority 
exhibited  m  Lieutenant  Burnside  s  fetter.  A  copy  of  my  letter  to  Lieu- 
tenant B.,  dated  August  16,  protesting  acainst  his  leaving  his  place  to 
be  absent  for  months,  at  a  moment  when  his  services  were  of  more  im- 
portance than  at  any  period  since  the  departure  of  the  commission,  was 
also  transmitted  to  the  department. 

After  his  departure,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  informed  me  that, 
having  sent  Lieutenant  Burnside  to  Washington  on  special  service,  he 
had  appointed  Lieutenant  W.  F.  Smith,  of  the  topographical  engineers, 
acting  quartermaster  and  commissary.  The  latter  then  informed  me 
that  there  were  not  provisions  enough  at  the  Copper  Mines  to  answer 
ni)'  requisition  for  the  parties  about  to  be  sent  to  tne  Gila,  and  that  he 
must  send  to  the  depot  near  El  Paso  for  more. 

I  then  wrote  to  Lieutenant  Smith,  acting  commissary,  urging  the  im- 
mediate departure  of  our  wagons  for  additional  provisions,  and  express- 
ing "  regret  at  the  deficiency  of  supplies  in  the  commissary  depart- 
ment," and  that  they  should  have  been  brought  up  to  the  Copper 
Mines,  where  the  demand  existed  for  them  for  tne  Gila  parties.  This, 
a  proper  complaint  from  me  of  neglect  in  the  commissary  depart- 
ment, was  construed  by  Lieutenant  Smith  into  a  personal  reprimand ; 
and  a  letter  of  a  most  insulting  character  was  sent  me  in  reply,  (see 
Lieutenant  Smith's  letter  of  August  21,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  for- 
warded to  the  department,)  in  which  he  says,  "You  have  not  the 
slightest  right  to  reprove  any  one  to  whom  you  cannot  rive  an  order.*' 

The  tenor  of  my  letter  to  him  shows  that  my  complaint  was  against 
the  commissary  department,  and  not  against  nim  individually;  and  I 
do  not  now  see  to  whom  I  could  make  such  a  complaint,  except  to  the 
officer  then  acting  in  the  capacity  of  commissary.  1  therefore  replied 
to  Lieut.  Smith,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  insult  offered  to  me  as  United 
States  commissioner,  I  could  no  longer  recocnise  him  as  acting  quar- 
termaster and  commissary,  nor  in  any  capacity  whatever  in  the  com- 
mission; and  that  I  should  take  the  earhest  opportunity  to  make  a 
statement  of  the  case  to  the  government. 

I  was  compelled  subsequently,  for  the  want  of  any  otlier  person 
through  whom  I  could  tiansact  my  business  with  the  commissary's  and 
quartermaster's  department,  to  receipt  to  him  for  the  articles  furnished 
me  for  the  Gila  survey. 

With  this  statement  of  facts  and  the  documents  referred  to— copies 
of  which  have  been  forwarded  to  the  department — I  submit  the  matter 
for  its  consideration. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart,  . 

Secretary  of  the  Interior ^  Washington. 
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■s. 

[  No.  29.  ]  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

In  Camp  at  Santa  CrttZj  SonoiVy  September  27,  1851. 

Sir:  In  my  despatches  Nos.  25  and  26  I  apprized  the  department  of 
the  great  difficulties  I  had  to  encounter  in  getting  the  parties  ready  for 
the  survey  of  the  Gila.  The  first  of  these  was  the  insuflSciency  of 
provisions,  the  commissary  having  retained  the  larger  portion  at  the 
astronomical  observatory  near  El  Paso,  where  there  were  less  than  ten 
persons  belonging  to  the  commission.  I  was,  therefore,  compelled  either 
to  await  the  arrival  of  more  from  the  lower  depot,  and  break  my 
engagement  with  General  Cond^,  who  was  awsiiting  my  arrival  near 
the  Gila,  or  go  with  twenty  days'  provisions  only.  Believing  that  the 
requisite  quantity  might  be  received  at  the  Copper  Mines  in  a  week  or 
ten  days,  I  decided  on  the  latter  course,  and  left  orders  for  them  to  be 
sent  to  me  as  soon  as  they  arrived.  The  other  obstacles  were  the  loss 
of  a  large  number  of  our  animals,  and  the  refusal  of  Colonel  Graham 
to  furnisn  Mr.  Gray  with  the  surveying  instruments  required  by  him. 

In  addition  to  these  difficulties.  Colonel  Craig,  commander  of  the 
escort,  was  absent  on  an  expedition  against  the  Indians,  who  had  stolen 
our  animals,  assisted  by  Captain  Buford  of  the  dragoons,  who  promptly 
came  to  our  rescue  with  his  company  as  soon  as  I  apprized  Major  Shep- 
lierd,  the  commanding  officer  at  Dofia  Ana,  of  our  losses.  The  day 
after  this  party  left,  the  Indians  made  another  incursion,  and  succeeded 
in  driving  off  every  animal,  both  mule  and  horse,  belonging  to  Colonel 
Craig's  command,  save  two  mules.  Among  these  were  the  best 
horses  of  that  officer.  They  also  took  eighteen  mules  belonging  to 
Captain  Buford,  which  he  had  used  to  transport  the  provisions  and 
baggage  of  his  company  to  the  Copper  Mines.  This  daring  act  was 
committed  in  broad  day,  within  half  a  mile  of  our  camp  and  the  garri- 
son. A  report  was  also  brought  us  that  twenty-two  nead  of  cattle, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Hay,  who  was  engaged  in  digging  gold  about  four 
miles  off,  were  stolen  at  the  same  time.  Our  camp  was  thrown  into 
great  consternation  by  this  news,  as  it  was  furthermore  reported  that  all 
the  cattle  belonging  to  the  commission  were  also  run  off;  but  this  latter 
proved  untrue,  as  all  our  cattle  were  driven  in  soon  after.  At  this  junc- 
ture, as  Colonel  Craig  was  absent  with  as  many  men  as  he  could  eouip 
and  mount,  some  fifteen  or  twenty  persons  attached  to  the  commission, 
including  Lieutenants  Whipple  and  Smith,  set  off  in  pursuit.  At  the 
place  where  Mr.  Hay  was  at  work  they  were  joined  by  him  with  five 
or  six  men,  and  after  a  pursuit  of  some  tliirty  miles,  they  came  in  sight 
of  the  Indians  just  at  dark.  The  Indians,  as  soon  as  they  knew  that 
they  were  discovered,  leaped  from»their  animals  and  sought  the  woods, 
leaving  a  mule  and  a  horse,  which  were  secured,  also  the  cattle  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Hay,  referred  to,  which  were  driven  back.  Those  with  the 
stolen  mules  had  two  hours  the  start  of  the  party  in  pursuit,  and  could 
not  be  overtaken. 

In  con3equence  of  this  loss,  Lieutenant  Green,  of  the  escort,  informed 

me  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  Colonel  Craig  to  furnish  the  escort 

required  for  the  protection  of  the  Gila  party,  as  he  was  deprived  of  all 

means  to  transport  their  provisions  and  c(?imp  equipage,  even  though 

the  men  should  walk*    Mlei  \!tift  i^Xmiuo^  Colonel  Craig,  who  might 
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be  absent  two  weeks,  it  would  be  necessary  for  Lieutenant  Green  to 
go  to  the  towns  on  the  Rio  Grande  to  purchase  a  new  outfit  of  mules 
and  horses.  In  tliis  state  of  things,  it  was  evident  that  if  I  waited  for 
the  escort  I  must  delay  my  departure  at  least  a  month,  thereby  de- 
ranging the  plans  of  the  Mexican  commission,  and  retarding  our  own 
work  to  so  late  a  period  that  it  might  be  impossible  to  complete  the 
survey  of  the  Gila  before  winter  set  in. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  diflSculties,  I  determined  to  push  forward 
with  the  work,  and  accordingly  left  the  Copper  Mines,  (i.  e.  Santa  Rita 
del  Cobre,^  on  the  27th  of  August,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Gray  with  his 

Earty  for  the  linear  survey  of  the  Gila,  and  Lieutenant  Whipple  and 
is  assistants  for  the  astronomical  and  topographical  portion  of  that 
work.  The  programme  of  these  parties  has  already  been  transmitted 
to  the  department.  The  number  of  persons,  including  those  with  me, 
the  engineers,  assistants,  sub-assistants,  mechanics,  laborers,  and  herds- 
men, amounts  to  about  fifty-four. 

I  have  to  state  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  accompanied  us, 
agreeable  to  his  intention  made  known  to  me  in  his  letter  of  the  15th 
of  August,  "that  he  should  visit  General  Condi  at  his  camp,  to  pay 
his  respects  to  |iim  and  his  friend  Mr.  Salazar,"  and  **  unoflScially 
acquaint  these  gentlemen  with  the  internal  organization  which  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  of  the  Interior,  by  authority  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales,  nad  thought  proper  to  prescribe  for  the  scientific  corps 
on  our  side,  and  also  of  the  ample  supply  of  instruments  of  the  best 
kind,  both  astronomical  and  surveying,  which  he  had  prepared  and 
brought  here  by  their  authority,"  &c. 

It  did  not  seem  to  me  necessary  for  the  "principal  astronomer  and 
head  of  the  scientific  corps  of  the  United  States  commission"  to  make 
a  visit  of  courtesy  to  General  Condi  for  the  purpose  above  stated,  for, 
at  the  least  calculation,  it  would  require  two  weeks  to  perform  the 
journey  and  return.  In  the  mean  time,  the  party  intended  for  duty  else- 
where, under  him,  would  remain  idle.  I  therefore  addressed  a  letter 
to  Colonel  Graham,  on  the  23d  of  August,  requesting  him  to  organize 
a  party  for  the  survey  of  the  Rio  Grande,  to  perforin  the  duties  necessary 
for  the  linear  survey  as  well  as  for  the  astronomical  and  topographical 
portion  of  the  work.  I  urged  upon  Colonel  Graham  the  necessity  of 
commencing  that  work  at  once,  as  the  season  most  propitious  for  field 
work  was  now  far  advanced.  Notwithstanding  this,  Colonel  Graham 
accompanied  me,  and  now,  after  a  lapse  of  thirty-one  days  from  the 
Copper  Mines,  and  seventeen  since  his  interview  with  General  Cond^ 
and  Mr.  Salazar,  he  is  still  absent  from  his  field  of  duly,  having  seen 
fit  to  come  to  this  place,  instead  of  returning  from  the  camp  of  General 
Cond^  directly  to  the  Copper  Mines,  (Santa  Rita.)  From  this  place  it 
will  take  him  two  weeks  to  reach  his  party  at  the  Copper  Mines,  makings 
a  loss  of  six  weeks  in  an  unnecessary  visit  to  the  Mexican  commission. 
This,  with  the  previous  delays  on  his  part,  will  consume  more  than  a 
year  between  the  day  of  his  appointment  and  that  of  his  commencing 
work  in  the  field.  I  regret  to  speak  of  an  accomplished  and  distin- 
guished oflBcer  in  this  manner,  or  to  add  to  the  complaints  abready 
made*!  but  as  the  government  holds  me  responsible  for  tne  performance 
of  the  important  \york  before  me,  it  is  bui>do\u^  y\&\k.^  vo  \sx^^^  \a 
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make  known  the  causes  of  the  delays  which  have  taken  and  continue 
to  take  place. 

After  leaving  the  Copper  Mines,  we  went  due  south  to  Ojo  de 
Vaca,*  when  we  struck  out  across  the  desert  or  unexplored  region, 
taking,  as  nearly  as  possible,  a  westerly  course.  After  a  march  of  five 
days,  we  reached  the  spot  where  we  were  to  meet  General  Cond^  and 
the  Mexican  commission ;  here  I  found  a  note,  stating  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  diminution  of  water.  General  C.  feared  there  would  be 
an  insufficiencv  for  us  both  when  all  our  mules  and  cattle  arrived,  and 
in  consequence  he  had  proceeded  further  westward.  He  also  stated 
that  he  would  encamp  wherever  he  found  sufficient  water,  and  there 
await  our  coming.  We  overtook  the  General  and  the  Mexican  com- 
mission about  twenty  miles  east  of  the  San  Pedro  river  and  near  the 
western  termination  of  the  boundary  line,  which  extends  three  degrees 
west  from  latitude  32^  22'.  The  final  arrangements  for  the  Gila  sur- 
veys were  here  completed,  and  the  Mexican  commissioner  also  agreed 
to  co-operate  with  Colonel  Graham  in  the  survey  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
as  ordered  by  me,  by  sending  Mr.  Salazar,  surveyor  and  chief  astrono- 
mer of  that  commission,  there. 

At  this  place  I  introduced  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  officially  to 
General  Condi  and  the  several  officers  of  the  Mexican  commission  as 
**  principal  astronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific  corps  of  the  United 
States  boundary  commission."  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  joint  com- 
mission, at  the  particular  request  of  Colonel  Graham,  I  read  all  that 
p)rtion  of  the  instructions  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  of  the  23d 
October  last  which  relates  to  that  officer  and  his  position  in  the  com- 
mission. It  was  my  desire  to  be  saved  the  mortification  of  a  refusal 
fi'om  the  Mexican  commission  to  receive  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham 
in  the  capacity  that  he  insisted  upon,  claiming  as  he  did  the  right  to  a 
seat  at  the  board  of  the  joint  commission.  General  Cond^,  the  Mexican 
commissioner,  had  told  me  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  joint  commission 
at  El  Paso,  in  December  last,  that  he  acknowledged  the  right  of  no 
one  to  a  seat  at  the  board  of  the  joint  commission  except  the  officers 
named  in  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo.  That 
with  regard  to  the  chief  astror.omer,  an  officer  not  recognised  in  the 
treaty,  he  should  be  most  happy  to  consult  with  him  when  occasion 
required ;  in  which  case  that  officer  would  be  invited  to  attend  the 
meetings  by  a  resolution  of  the  board.  Such  an  event  occurred  twice 
during  the  winter,  when  Lieutenant  Whipple,  then  acting  as  chief 
astronomer,  was  invited  to  be  present. 

Before  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Graham  at  the  Copper  Mines,  in  fact 
before  the  instructions  of  the  department  of  the  23d  October  reached 
me,  it  was  currently  reported  at  El  Paso,  where  Colonel  Graham  then 
«  was,  that  he  was  to  have  a  seat  at  the  board  of  the  joint  commission ; 
and  I  may  add,  that  all  the  instnictions  to  me  relating  to  that  gende- 
man  were  promulgated  publicly  prior  to  the  despatch  from  the  depart- 
ment reaching  me.  Being  thus  spoken  of,  they  doubtless  reached  the 
ears  of  the  Mexican  commissioner ;  for  at  a  meeting  of  the  joint  commit 
sion  at  the  Copper  Mines,  on  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Gray,  General  Conde 

• — 4 
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again  stated,  in  the  most  explicit  terms,  that  he  could  not  consent  to 
the  admission  of  any  person  to  the  meetings  of  the  joint  commission, 
except  those  authorized  in  the  treaty. 

On  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Graham,  when  discussing  the  instructions 
referred  to,  he  insisted  on  his  right  to  a  seat  in  the  board  with  thie  joint 
commission.  I  told  him  that  it  was  impossible,  as  the  5th  article  of 
the  treaty  acknowledged  but  the  commissioner  and  surveyor.  I  told 
him,  furthermore,  that  General  Cond^  had  stated  at  the  meetings  of  the 
joint  commission,  that  he  would,  under  no  circumstances,  acknowledge 
the  right  of  any  other  individual  to  a  seat  in  that  board,  unless  by 
resolution,  should  an  occasion  occur  where  the  board  desired  an 
opinion  or  advice  on  any  matter  before  them.  Notwithstanding  all 
this  was  duly  made  known  to  Colonel  Graham,  he  persisted  in  having 
the  subject  brought  before  the  joint  commission. 

On  reading  that  portion  of  the  instructions  of  the  23d  October, 
wherein  it  is  stated  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  "will  meet  with 
the  joint  commission  of  the  two  governments,"  &c.,  General  Cond6 
stated  he  could  receive  no  instructions  from  the  United  States  in  regard 
to  the  joint  commission,  and  would  acknowledge  the  claim  of  no  one  to 
attend  the  meetings,  excepting  the  commissioner  and  surveyor,  who  were 
the  only  oflScers  named  in  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty,  and  consequently 
the  only  ones  recognised  by  him.  That  as  an  officer  of  distinction, 
and  a  gentleman  of  high  scientific  acquirements,  he  would  be  most 
happy  to  meet  Colonel  Graham  and  consult  with  him,  should  occasion 
require,  in  carrying  out  the  resolutions  of  the  joint  commission. 

General  Cond6,  at  this  camp,  stated  that  he  was  nearly  out  of  pro- 
visions, and  that  before  going  to  the  Gila  he  should  be  compelled  to 
go  to  the  nearest  Mexican  settlement  to  procure  them ;  and  as  Santa 
Cruz  was  the  nearest,  he  should  proceed  there  forthwith.  I  was  in 
the  same  predicament,  having,  as  Jbefore  stated,  been  furnished  with 
provisions  but  for  fifteen  days,  (except  live  cattle,  which  we  had  for 
ninety  days,^  and  there  was  no  alternative  but  to  accompany  him  for 
the  same  object.     One  day's  march  brought  us  to  the  Rio  San  Pedro. 

Being  the  first  party  of  which  we  have  knowledge,  which  has  crossed 
the  unknown  region  lying  east  of  the  San  Pedro,  and  south  of  the  Gila, 
I  will  here  take  occasion  to  say  that  we  made  the  journey  in  twelve 
days:  three  of  these  we  stopped,  making  but  nine  travelling  days;  and 
I  should  add  that  two  of  these  were  journeys  of  but  twelve  miles  each 
day;  in  consequence  of  heavy  rains.  I  am  now  enabled  to  state,  with 
great  satisfaction,  that  the  direct  route  travelled  by  the  commission,  nearly 
west  from  Ojo  de  Vaca,  is  a  route  far  more  practicable  for  a  road  or  rail" 
vxiy  than  thai  knoum  as  Cookers  road;  that  the  distance  from  water  to  vxtter 
is  less  ;  that  the  hills  and  mountmns  to  be  crossed  are  infinitely  less  in  height 
and  easier  to  pass;  and,  lastly,  that  there  is  a  saving  in  the  distance,  betv^et^ 
this  route  and  Cookers,  of  more  than  one  hundred  miles.  I  say  this  with 
confidence,  having  twice  been  over  Colonel  Cooke's  road,  nearly  to  the 
San  Pedro. 

I  will  furthermore  obser\'e,  that  I  have  no  doubt  a  practicable  route 
may  be  found  entirely  north  of  the  line  of  32°  22'  north  latitude.  I  ascer- 
tainell  by  observation  that  several  of  our  camps  were  north  of  this 
parallel ;  and,  when  we  diverged  south,  il  v?^&  foi  >Jqr  Y^T\jK^'3ifc  ^^  ^v 
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ting  easily  across  a  mountain  range,  and  hastening  our  march  west- 
ward. To  show  the  practicability  of  our* route  for  wagons,  I  will  state 
that  Lieutenant  Whipple  had  one  wagon,  Mr.  Gray  and  myself  another, 
and  Colonel  Graham  three,  making  five  in  all,  which  came  through 
without  difficulty. 

Leaving  Mr.  Gray  and  Lieutenant  Whipple  encamped  with  their 
parties  on  the  banks  of  the  San  Pedro,  I  started  for  Santa  Cruz  with  a 
party  of  five  persons  and  attendants,  taking  also  with  me  the  captive 
girl  Inez  Gonzales,  whom  I  had  brought  with  me  from  the  Copper 
Mines.  The  family  of  this  girl  resided  in  Santa  Cruz,  and  it  was  a 
singular  circumstance  that  I  was  obhged  to  seek  this  place,  together 
with  General  Cond^,  in  order  to  obtain  a  supply  of  provisions. 

General  Cond^,  the  morning  after  our  arrival  at  the  San  Pedro, 
called  to  say  that  he  should  leave  immediately  for  Santa  Cruz ;  that  it 
was  but  a  short  distance,  and  that  he  would  sleep  there  that  night.  I 
left  in  the  afternoon,  and  followed  his  wagon-trail,  as  th&re  was  no 
road.  For  twenty-five  miles  our  course  was  south,  which  I  believed 
was  right.  The  second  day  the  trail  turned  short  to  the  west,  and  then 
northwest.  I  continued  to  follow  it  for  eight  or  ten  miles,  expecting 
every  moment  that  it  would  resume  a  southerly  direction.  Finding  it 
continue  northwest,  I  halted  my  party,  teUing  them  that  the  course  we 
were  following  would  certainly  take  us  to  Tucson;  at  least  a  hundred 
miles  out  of  the  way,  while  Santa  Cruz  lay  due  south.  We  according- 
ly turned  south  once  more,  when  I  directed  my  course  along  an  open 
valley  to  the  west  of  a  range  of  mountains,  where  there  seemed  to  be 
a  pas^ge  through.  Two  days'joumey  brought  us  here;  but  on  setting 
out  the  following  day,  it  was  found  to  be  impassable.  I  then  sent  Mr. 
Thurber  out  with  two  others  to  seek  the  town  of  which  I  was  in  search, 
and  send  me  assistance,  being  nearly  out  of  provisions.  Colonel  Gra- 
ham with  his  party  overtook  me  th^  second  aay  after,  having  followed 
my  trail.  From  his  small  supply  of  provisions,  part  of  which  he  ob- 
tained at  our  camp  on  the  San  Pedro,  and  which  he  divided  with  ray 
party,  we  had  half  the  usual  allowance  of  flour  and  meat  for  six  days. 
The  remainder  of  our  subsistence  was  purslain,  which  we  boiled,  and 
found  to  be  a  palatable  food.  After  an  absence  of  three  days,  Mr. 
Thurber  returned,  unable  to  find  Santa  Cruz,  which  he  himself  be- 
lieved near,  but  was  separated  by  a  range  of  mountains.  I  now  retraced 
my  steps  to  within  a  day's  march  of  our  parties  on  the  San  Pedro,  and 
sent  there  for  some  sheep,  which  gave  us  a  plentiful  supply  of  food 
once  more,  excepting  flour. 

While  the  messenger  was  absent  a  courier  arrived  in  camp,  sent  by 
General  Cond6  from  Santa  Cruz,  informing  me  that  after  eight  days 
wandering  he  had  reached  that  place ;  that  he  and  his  party  had  suf- 
fered much  for  the  want  of  food,  having  subsisted  for  five  days  on 
unripe  peaches  and  the  bean  of  the  mezquite  tree.  We  now  set  out 
again,  and  a  day-and-a-half 's  journey  brought  us  in  safety  to  the  place 
we  had  been  seeking.  It  appeared  that  the  course  I  originally  took 
was  correct,  but  being  led  eight  or  ten  miles  west,  and  then  turning 
south,  brought  me  to  a  spot  closely  hemmed  in  between  two  mountains, 
which  was  impassable  and  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  mountains.#  The 
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spot  where  we  were  detained  proved  to  be  within  twelve  miles  of 
Santa  Cruz. 

At  this  place  I  had  the  happiness  to  deliver  Inez  Gonzales,  rescued 
by  the  commission  from  the  men  who  had  purchased  her  from  the 
Indians,  to  her  parents,  on  the  anniversary  of  her  capture.  It  is  un- 
necessary for  me  to  speak  of  the  joy  manifested  on  this  occasion,  or  of 
the  gratitude  of  her  parents  for  the  unexpected  restoration  of  their 
daughter,  of  whose  rescue  they  had  only  been  advised  a  few  days 
before  by  General  Cond6.  I  am  informed  that  it  is  very  rarely  the  case 
that  boys  are  ever  released  from  their  captivity  by  the  Indians,  and 
females  never ;  that  the  latter,  being  forced  to  marry,  have  families, 
and  have  no  desire  afterwards  to  return. 

The  delay  which  has  taken  place  by  my  being  compelled  to  come 
here  for  provisions  to  make  up  what  were  not  furnished  me  on  leaving 
the  Copper  Mines,  and  the  continued  refusal  of  Colonel  Graliam  to 
furnish  Mr.  Gray,  United  States  surveyor,  the  few  instruments  required 
by  him,  compelled  me  to  change  somewhat  the  plan  of  operations 
agreed  upon  by  the  joint  commission.  This  was  necessary  in  order  to 
accomplish  our  work  on  the  Gila  before  the  winter  set  in.  On  making 
known  the  serious  obstacle  placed  in  my  way  by  this  extraordinary  re- 
fusal of  Colonel  Graham  to  furnish  Mr.  Gray  with  instruments,  he 
placed  at  my  disposal  such  as  he  could  spare  from  his  limited  supply, 
withput  which  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  carried  on  the 
linear  survey.  I  enclose  Mr.  Gray's  late  application  for  the  instruments 
required  by  him,  and  Colonel  Graham's  reply  refusing  to  supply 
them.  0 

In  speaking  of  the  unfortunate  difference  of  opinion  between  Colonel 
Graham  and  Mr.  Gray,  I  cannot  forbear  protesting  in  the  strongest 
terms  of  the  continued  refusal  of  the  former  to  furnish  the  latter  with 
instruments.  Like  other  portions  of  the  instructions  of  the  department 
of  the  23d  October  last  to  me,  I  conscientiously  think  that  the  principal 
astronomer  has  entirely  mistaken  their  meaning.  They  are  perfectly 
clear  to  me,  and  should  be  carried  out  as  /  interpret  them,  not  as 
Colonel  Graham  has  chosen  to.  That  officer  is  "charged  with  the  dis- 
tribution [of  the  instruments]  to  the  assistants  and  surveyors,  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  for  the  performance  of  their  duties,  they  being  ac- 
countable to  him  for  the  same."  There  is  nothing  in  the  above  which 
leaves  it  optional  with  Colonel  Graham  to  give  or  withhold  all  instru- 
ments, as  he  chooses ;  and  his  positive  refusal  in  this  case  carries^  the 
inference  with  it,  that  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  Mr.  Gray, 
in  the  linear  sui*vey  of  the  Gila,  he  did  not  deem  any  instruments 
necessary,  or  that  he  was  determined  to  prevent  the  survey  being 
made. 

When  a  large  sum  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  principal 
astronomer,  at  his  request,  for  the  purchase  of  instruments,  and  as 
many  months  were  spent  by  him  in  procuring  them,  on  the  plea  that 
they  were  absolutely  necessary  for  the  survey,  and  when  it  is  known 
that  they  were  purchased  for  the  very  work  we  are  now  engaged  upon, 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  position  assumed  by  this  officer,  who  is  merely 
"  charged  with  their  distribution  to  the  surveyors,"  &c.,  and  tliey  made 
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"  responsible  to  him  for  the  same,"  is  one  highly  reprehensible,  and  de- 
serving of  a  severe  reprimand. 

With  high  respect,   I  have  the  honor  to  remain,   your  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  R.  BAllTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior j  Washington. 


[No.  30.]  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Uresj  Sonoraj  Mexico,  October  6,  1851. 

Sir:  In  my  despatch  No. —  I  apprized  the  department  that  Mr. 
Gray  had  objected  to  the  initial  point  on  the  Rio  Grande,  as  fixed  by  the 
joint  commission,  and  that  I  had  advised  the  Mexican  commissioner  of 
the  same.  I  considered  even  that  notice  to  the  department  premature, 
beheving  that  Mr.  Gray  should  first  present  his  objections  to  the  joint 
commission,  or  at  least  that  the  subject  should  be  brought  before  it; 
but  as  Mr.  Gray  had  determined  to  send  a  copy  to  the  aepartment,  I 
could  do  no  less  than  to  allude  to  it,  as  stated. 

The  survey  of  the  line  which  was  going  on  so  actively  under  the 
direction  of  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  conjointly  with  Mr.  Salazar, 
on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  commission^  and  which  had  then  been 
traced  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  miles,  was  suspended  in  con- 
sequ^ce  of  the  withdrawal  of  Lieutenant  Whipple  by  Colonel  Gra- 
ham from  the  work — Lieutenant  Whipple  having  been  ordered  to  report 
himself  in  person  at  Frontera,  near  El  Paso,  on  the  —  day  of  June. 
As  there  was  no  one  left  to  continue  the  work,  and  as  the  country  over 
which  the  line  was  then  running  was  destitute  of  water  and  grass,  the 
party  removed  some  ten  or  fifteen  miles  north,  and  encamped  on  the 
river  Mimbres.  On  the  —  July,  finding  that  Lieutenant  Whipple  did 
not  return,  nor  Colonel  Graham,  the  principal  astronomer,  arrive ;  and 
learning,  moreover,  that  the  party,  in  its  state  of  inactivity,  was  suffer- 
ing from  sickness  and  disorganization,  and  had  lost  eleven  of  its  mules, 
I  ordered  it  up  to  the  Copper  Mines,  where  the  sick  could  be  provided 
for,  and  the  animals  protected.  On  the  2d  of  August  Lieutenant  Whip- 
ple and  Colonel  Graham  arrived.  As  the  Mexican  commission  had 
continued  on  with  its  survey  of  the  line,  I  did  not  deem  it  proper  to 
order  Lieutenant  Whipple  to  resume  his  work.  Such  is  the  history  of 
the  suspension  of  the  survey  of  the  line  on  our  part — a  course  which, 
as  I  stated  to  the  department  in  my  letter  of  July  — ,  (accompanying 
the  protest  of  General  Conde,)  I  deeply  regretted. 

Tnc  first  meeting  of  the  joint  commission  held  after  Mr.  Gray  had 
presented  to  me  his  objections  relative  to  the  initial  point,  took  place 
near  the  San  Pedro  river,  where  I  joined  the  Mexican  commission  on 
the  6th  of  September.  Mr.  Gray  then  stated  that  he  believed  the 
point  was  not  correctly  fixed,  but  did  not  present  in  writing,  or  state 
verbally,  his  objections,  observing  that  it  had  been  referred  to  the  gov- 
ernment for  its  decision,  and  that  he  would  abide  the  result. 

General  Cond6  staled  \]iiuX  \ii^  y^vxxX.  W^vci^  been  agreed  upon 
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and  marked  by  the  joint  commission,  conformably  to  the  treaty,  he 
should  not  consent  to  any  change,  excepting  by  the  orders  of  the  two 
nations;  that  he  had  continued  the  surveys  to  the  western  extremity  of 
the  line,  which,  from  latitude  32^  22'  north,  runs  west  3° ;  that  he  should 
connect  this  point  with  the  Gila,  when  the  duties  of  the  Mexican  com- 
mission on  the  boundary  connecting  the  Rio  Grande  and  Gila  would 
be  completed.  This  would  require  the  labor  of  Mr.  Salazar,  chief 
astronomer  and  surveyor,  but  a  week  or  two;  when  that  gentleman 
would  retrace  the  line,  and  co-operate  with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham 
in  his  survey  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

General  Cond^,  wkh  the  engineers  of  the  Mexican  commission,  and 
Mr.  Gray,  with  Lieutenant  Whipple,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
are  now  engaged  in  the  survey  of  the  Gila,  on  which  river  I  shall  join 
them  as  soon  as  I  can  procure  the  necessary  provisions  and  mules. 

As  Mr.  Gray  has  himself  forwarded  to  the  department  a  copy  of  his 
letter  to  me,  stating  his  objections  to  the  initial  point  as  established,  I 
do  not  send  one.  It  is  my  intention,  as  before  stated,  as  soon  as  I  can 
obtain  the'  necessary  maps  and  books  of  reference,  to  reply  to  Mr. 
Gray's  objections,  when  I  shall  be  able  satisfactorily  to  show  their  fal- 
lacy, prove  that  the  line  as  agreed  upon  by  the  joint  commission  is 
correct,  and  should  be  maintained. 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  ^rvant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissiofier. 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior ,  Washington.  # 

NoTB. — My  letter-book  and  papers  being  \^(i  with  my  baggage  on  the  Gila,  I  am  tinnble  to 
insert  the  dates  referred  to.  J.  R.  B. 


[No.  31.]  Ures,  State  of  Sonora,  Mexico, 

November  12,  1851. 

Sir:  I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  13th  of  October,  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  provisions  for  the  surveying  parties  on  the  Rio  Gila,  the 
commissary  at  the  Copper  Mines  not  having  furnished  the  requisite 
quantity.  I  was  unfortunately  taken  sick  of  a  fever  a  few  days  be- 
fore my  arrival  here,  and  since  that  time  have  been  confined  to  my  bed, 
although,  I  am  happy  to  say,  I  am  now  convalescent.  For  the  funds 
necess:iry  to  purchase  the  provisions  required,  I  sent  Dr.  Thos.  H. 
Webb,  secretary  of  the  commission,  to  Guaymas  to  negotiate  a  draft 
with  the  American  consul,  Juan  A.  Robinson,  esq.  I  have  just  heard 
from  Mr.  Robinson,  who  can  only  negotiate  one  draft  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  and  for  this  he  requires  a  draft  in  the  usual  form  instead  of  a 
requisition,  not  being  able  to  use  a  requisition  among  foreign  merchants. 
I  have  accordingly  made  a  draft  on  you  in  the  form  required  by  him, 
for  $1,000,  in  triplicate,  which,  under  the  circumstances,  I  respectfully 
ask  may  be  duly  honored. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT,  Commissioner. 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior ,  Washington. 
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[No.  33.*]  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Mazatlariy  Mexico^  January  10,  1852. 

Sir:  My  last  despatch  was  sent  from  Ures,  in  Sonora,  where  I  was 
detained  by  illness.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  had  so  far  recovered 
as  to  be  able  to  leave  that  place  on  the  29th  of  December  for  Guay- 
mas,  the  nearest  point  on  the  coast. 

My  physicians  al  Ures,  after  consultation,  as  early  as  November, 
decided  that  it  would  not  be  proper  for  me  to  attempt  the  overland 
journey  to  the  Gila,  and  thence  to  San  Diego,  at  this  inclement  season, 
after  so  long  an  illness,  and  which  had  left  me  in  tuch  an  extreme  state 
of  prostration.  The  party  that  accompanied  me  therefore  left;  and, 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  T.  H.  Webb,  secretary  of  the  commission, 
hastened  to  rejoin  the  surveying  parties  on  the  Gila.  I  remained  with 
a  single  attendant,  and  was  taken  into  the  family  of  Dr.  Campbell,  an 
American  physician,  for  twent}*^  years  a  resident  in  Sonora,  from  whom 
I  received  the  kindest  and  most  attentive  treatment.  I  cannot  refrain, 
also,  to  speak  of  the  kindness  extended  to  me  by  Governor  Cubillas, 
as  well  as  by  the  ex-governor,  Sefior  Don  Jose  dc  Aguilar,  to  both  of 
whom  I  shall  ever  feel  under  the  deepest  obligation. 

I  am  now  on  my  way  to  San  Diego,  and  intend  taking  the  first 
steamet  for  California.  I  hope  to  arrive  there  as  soon  as  the  sui-veying 
parties.  Before  leaving  the  Copper  Mines,  I  arranged  with  many  who 
were  attached  to  these  parties  that  they  should  be  discharged  at  San 
Diego.  This  will  give  me  an  opportunity  to  reduce  the  commission 
very  ^nsiderably,  without  any  detriment  to  the  work  yet  to  be  done 
which  work  will  now  be  confined  to  the  survey  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

In  my  despatch  No.  29,  from  Santa  Cruz,  it  will  be  remembered 
that  I  mule  mention  of  General  Condi's  visit  to  that  place  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  provisions.  Soon  after  I  left,  a  fever  broke  out,  which 
attacked  the  General  and  upwards  of  fifty  of  his  men;  six  of  the  latter 
died.  There  being  no  physician  in  the  place,  the  General,  after  five  or 
six  weeks'  confinement,  was  removed  to  Arispe,  three  days'  journey 
distant.  The  fatigue  consequent  on  his  removal  aggravated,  or,  rather, 
renewed  the  disease,  and,  after  suffering  till  the  19th  of  December,  he 
died.  General  Garcia  Conde  was  47  years  of  age ;  had  served  as  an 
officer  in  the  army  of  his  country ;  as  an  engineer  in  many  important 
works;  was  Secretary  of  War  in  184- ;  and  for  several  years  latterly 
was  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  Mexican  republic  from  the  State  of 
Sonora,  which  place  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 

General  Carrasco,  commander  of  the  army  of  the  frontier,  of  whom 
I  spoke  in  the  account  of  my  previous  visit  to  Sonora  in  May  last,  died 
suddenly,  during  the  past  summer,  of  cholera.  The  plans  he  had  ar- 
ranged for  an  extensive  campaign  against  the  Apache  Indians  on  the 
Gila  have  not  been  carried  out,  his  successor.  General  Blanco,  not  hav- 
ing yet  arrived  fi*om  the  capital.  Some  skirmishes,  of  little  moment, 
have  taken  place  between  small  parties  of  the  Mexican  troops  and  the 

*  This  despatch  should  doiibtlMS  bo  numbered  32,  as  none  ofthat  number  has  been  received, 
and,  from  the  language  of  this  despatch,  No.  31  seems  to  have  been  the  one  which  immediately 
preceded  it. 
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Apaches,  in  which  some  fifty  or  sixty  of  the  latter  have  been  killed  or 
made  prisoners. 

I  made  a  requisition  on  the  department  for  $1,500,  in  favor  of  John 
P.  Brodie,  of  Hermosillo,  Sonora,  on  the  5th  instant,  to  repay  moneys 
loaned  me  by  Governors  Cubillas  and  Aguilar  to  purchase  provisions 
and  mules,  which  requisition  I  request  may  be*  honored.  In  November 
I  also  drew  a  draft  on  the  department  for  $1,000,  in  favor  of  Thos.  H. 
Webb,  secretary,  an  explanation  of  which  I  sent  at  the  same  time. 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 

servant,  * 

.       ♦  JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

•  Commissioner. 

•  Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Washington. 


[No.  84.]  Mexican?  Boundary  Commission, 

San  Diego,  California,  February  16,  1852. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  re}X)rt  my  safe  arrival  at  this  place  on  the 
9th  instant,  entirely  recoveiled  in  health. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Gray  and  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  who  had  been 
charged  with  the  survey  of  the  river  Gila,  with  their  respective  parties, 
arrived  here  on  the  10th  of  Janunxy,  having  completed  the  survey  of 
that  river  to  a  point  about -sixty  miles  above  its  junction  with  the  Col- 
orado. At  that  point  they  were .  compelled  to  susj)ertd  their  labors  in 
consequence  of  a  want  of  provisions,  having  barely  sufficient  to  take 
them,  with  rapid  marches,  to  the  nearest  settlement.  These  gentlemen 
mform  me  that  thev  could  have  completed  the  survey  in  ten  days  but 
for  this,  and  they  deeply  regret  that  circumstances  entirely  beyond  their 
control  prevented  the  consummation  of  the  work. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  gentlemen  referred  to,  at  San  Diego,  they 
severally  addressed  the  department,  giving  full  particulars  of  their 
journeys  and  of  their  labors  in  the  survey  of  the  Gila.  To  their  com- 
munications I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  department.  They  are  now 
engaged  in  preparing  maps,  showing  the  manner  in  which  the  work 
has  been  performed.  These  will  be  forwarded  to  the  department  by 
the  next  mail. 

As  regards  the  movements  of  the  party  sent  forward  under  the 
charge  of  Dr.  Webb,  he  advises  me  as  follows,  viz : 

"  San  Diego,  California,  February  14,  1852. 

"  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  that  I  arrived  here  with  the  little 
party  under  my  direction  on  the  11th  instant,  all  in  good  health  and 
spirits,  notwithstanding  we  had  to  encounter  numerous  difficulties, 
undergo  some  hardships,  endure  many  privations — to  be  exposed  to  the 
hostile  attacks  and  depredations  of  Indians,  and  subjectea  to  the  loss 
of  most  of  our  animals  and  much  of  our  clothing,  &c.,  and  were  ne- 
cessarily placed  on  short  allowance— compelled  to  walk  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  distance,  and  be  our  own  escort  and  night-guard. 
30 
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"  The  mail  closes  $6  very  soon  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  fo  Pender, 
in  detail,  a  report  of  the  trip  at  this  time.     I  can  only  state,  in  briet 
that  the  party  consisted  of  twelve  individuals  and  twenty-seven  riding* 
and  pack-mules. 

"  The  animals,  which  >vere  mostly  feeble  at  the  outset,  and  consequent- 
ly not  suited  for  such  a  journey,  soon  gave  convincing  proofs  that  they 
could  not  hold  out,  and  daily,  after  leaving  the  Pimos  villages,  became 
•educed  in  number — sinking  under  the  combined  influence  of  excessive 
heat,  deBciency  of  grazing,  and  destitution  of  water.  Of  the  twenty- 
seven,  but  three  were  in  a  suitable  condition  to  be  brought  in ;  &ve 
more  I  left  at  Williams's  rancho,  about  fifty  miles  di^arit,  to  recruit, 
and  the  remainder  sank  under  their  S)ads  at  various  places  on  the 
desert,  and  were  necessarily  abandoned  to  their  fate,  which  was  cither 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  roving  Indians,  who,  like  so  many  hungry 
vultures,  were  constantly  hovering  around,  anxiously  awaiting  an  op- 
portunity to  avail  themselves  of  anf  accident  or  misfortune  that  mignt 
occur,  whereby  they  could  gain  possession  o£  any  of  our  property ; 
or,  should  they  elude  the  Indians,  their  fate  most  inevitably  was,  in 
their  enfeebled  state,  to  become  an  easy  prey  to  the  hungry  wolves, 
which  in  great  numbers  were  constantly  prowling  about,  making  night 
hideous  by  their  howUngs ;  and  not  unfrequently,  so  impatient  were 
they  to  seize  upon  the  poor  animals,  that  they  could  be  seen  skulking 
close  to  our  camp  in  broad  dayUght. 

"  The  loss  of  pack-mules  pf  course  occasioned  a  sacrifice  of  much 
other  property,  as  we  had  no  relief-mules  with  us.  Most  of  our  cook- 
ing utensils  we  dropped,  from  time  to  time,  at  various  places  on  the  route. 
We  also  had  to  cac/te  all  of  our  camp-stools  and  other  furniture,  some 
of  our  bedding,  much  clothing,  books,  paper,  &c.  Eventually  we 
were  compelled  to  abandon  our  tents,  so  that,  rain  or  shine,  wet  or 
dry,  we  had  to  stop  at  the  end  of  our  day's  journey  in  the  open  air 
without  any  means  of  protection  by  day  from  the  scorching  heat  of  the 
sun;  and  at  night  we  stretched  out  upon  the  ground,  unsheltered  from 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  the  cold,  searching  blasts  and  chilly 
atmosphere ;  though  at  mid-day  the  dry,  brain-burning  heat  was  almost 
too  much  to  bear.  Soon  after  sunset  an  icy  feeling,  nearly  as  intole- 
rable, would  pervade  us ;  the  variations  between  night  and  day  often 
amounting  to  sixty  and  seventy  degrees  of  temperature. 

**  Twelve  days  of  the  journey  I  walked,  having  reUnquished  my  riding- 
animal  for  pack-mule  purposes  before  we  reached  the  junction  of  the 
Gila  and  Colorado  rivers;  subsequently  others  followed  the  example, 
until,  at  length,  but  two  retained  possession  of  animals. 

"  We  had  no  escort,  and  therefore,  after  walking  all  day,  we  were 
obliged  to  take  our  turns  in  standing  guard  at  night.  Our  provisions 
became  so  diminished  in  quantity  as  to  compel  me  to  put  the  whole  parly 
on  short  allowance.  We  hved  principally  on  meat,  mush  and  mutton, 
without  any  vegetables.  But  one  sheep  (long,  lank,  raw-boned  animals) 
was  allowed  to  twelve  men  for  four  days,  and  even  then  our  last  meat 
was  consumed  a  week  before  our  arrival;  and  we  were  forced  to 
deprive  ourselves  of  a  portion  of  our  mush  to  furnish  food  to  our 
animals,-owing  to  tbe  eivUie  ab^uce,  for  several  days  on  our  route,  of 
4iU  grass,  shrubs  and  trees* 
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"  Much  is  said  by  travellers  respecting  the  desert  of  Sahara ;  but,  in 
barrenness  of  verdure,  destitution  of  water,  tremendous  storms  of  sand, 
&c.,  &c.,  it  is  doubtful  if  any  tract  of  ground  can  surpass  the  Jornada 
which  we  crossed.  Indeed  much  of  this  country,  that  by  those  resi-i- 
ding  at  a  distance  is  imagined  to  be  a  perfect  paradise,  is  a  sterile 
waste,  utterly  worthless  for  any  purpose  other  than  to  constitute  a 
barrier  or  natural  line  of  demarcation  between  two  neighboring  nations. 

"  Notwithstanding  our  many  perils,  privations,  and  sufferings^ — ^mostly 
attributable,  when  traced  to  the  true  source,  to  our  imperfect  outfit  at 
the  Copper  Mines — from  the  negligence,  wilfulness,  or  some  other  un- 
justifiable cause  on  the  part  of  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  attend  to  the 
business ;  notwithstanding  the  many  additional  obstacles  thrown  in  the 
way;  notwithstandii^  the  continued  succession  of  disappointments 
which  we  encountered  in  numerous  shapes,  and  of  varied  hue,  where 
the  doing  or  neglecting  to  do  depended  upon  the  will  of  man,  thanks 
to  the  protecting  care  of  a  divine  and  overruling  Providence,  we 
escaped  unharmed  from  the  many  dangers  with  which  w^  were  sur- 
rounded and  the  difficulties  in  which  we  were  involved,  and  have 
brought  in  our  h'ttle  party  in  the  enjoyment,  ^s  already  observed,  of 
good  health  and  excellent  spirits. 

"I  remain,  sir,  vgry  respectfully,  yours, 

"  THOS.  H.  WEBB, 
"  Secretary  to  Boundary  Commission* 

"Hon.  J.  R.  Bartlett,  Commissioner^ S(t,^* 

It  is  necessary  that  our  remaining  animals  should  have  time  to 
recover  from  their  fatiguing  journey  before  they  set  out  on  their  return 
march.  They  are  now  placed,  wr  this  purpose,  at  a  rancho  about 
thirty  miles  from  here,  wnere  there  is  good  feed.  In  the  mean  time 
I  shall  proceed  to  San  Francisco,  to  purchase  such  outfit  and  pro- 
visions as  will  be  necessaiy  for  the  surveying  parties.  Additional 
mules  and  horses  must  also  be  procured  from  the  ranchos  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. I  hope  to  have  all  in  readiness  to  take  our  departure  dunng 
the  first  week  in  March  for  the  mouth  of  the  Gila.  After  com- 
pleting the  sixty  miles  yet  to  be  surveyed  of  that  river,  the  parties  will 
proceed  with  all  possible  expedition  to  El  Paso. 

Although  the  entire  boundary  along  the  Gila  was  not  completed,  it 
is  a  source  of  peculiar  satisfaction  to  me  that  we  have  accomplished  so 
much.  It  is  more  than  the  most  sanguine  in  the  commission  expected 
to  perform  in  so  short  a  space  of  time,  surrounded  as  the  operating 
parties  were  with  so  many  serious  difficulties.  To  cross  a  wilderness, 
such  as  it  may  with  truth  be  called,  from  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  Pacific 
ocean,  a  distance  of  more  than  seven  hundred  miles,  would,  at  any 
time,  be  a  labor  of  difficulty.  But  when  this  whole  hne  is  through  a 
desolate  region ;  with  a  scanty  supply  of  grass  for  the  animals ;  with 
larffe  tracts  destitute  of  water ;  with  no  means  of  supplying  ourselves 
witn  provisions;  and,  furthermore,  when  we  are  surrounded  nearly 
the  whole  distance  by  hostile  Indians,  the  work  is  one  for  the  neir 
completion  of  which  we  cannot  but  be  thankful.  All  have  cou  e 
through  in  good  health,  and  with  the  loss  of  but  one  man,  Thomas 
Harper,  an  attendant  on  instruments  in  L\e\x\.eii^ti\.^\C\Y^^^  ^"'^is^ci^ 
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who  was  unfortunately  drowned  whilst  bathing  in  the  river  Colorada 
The  amount  of  public  property  lost  or  necessarily  abandoned  in  the 
joiirney  is  not  large,  and  can  easily  be  replaced  in  this  country. 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT,  CommUsioner, 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  Ihe  Interior^  Washington* 


Bureau  op  Topographical  Engineers, 

TVashingtonj  October  10,  185Qr 

Sir  :  Tn  reference  to  the  letter  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stuart,  Secretary 
of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  proper  to  interfere  with  Brevet  Major  Emory's 
present  position  jlnd  auties,  and  that,  as  a  better  arrangement,  it  is 
recomme«ded  to  send  Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  Graham  to  relieve  Brevet 
Lieut.  Col.  McClellan. 

But  allow  me  to  say  that  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  for  any  officer 
to  be  of  much  service,  if  reports  are  correct  of  present  arrangements 
of  the  commissioner,  of  numbers  and  baggage  in  the  field. 

That  part  of  the  boundary  unde^  immediate  attention  is  where  the 
southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico  intersects  the  Rio  Grande  north  of 
the  town  called  El  Paso;  thence  westwardly,  along  the  southern 
boundary  of  New  Mexico, ©o  its  western  termination;  thence  north- 
ward, along  the  western  line  of  New  Mexico,  until  it  intersects  the 
first  branch  of  the  river  Gila,  or,  if  it  should  not  intersect  any  branch 
of  that  river,  then  to  a  point  on  said  line  nearest  to  such  branch,  and 
thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the  same. 

The  commission  having  agreed  upon  the  point  on  the  Rio  Grande 
intersected  by  the  southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico,  and  the  point 
.  which  forms  the  western  termination  of  that  boundary,  the  engineer 
has  to  determine  these  points  geographically,  and  to  survey  and  mark 
out  the  intermediate  line.  He  has  then  to  survey  his  due-north  line,  in 
order  to  establish  the  connexion  with  the  branch  of  the  Gila,  which 
will  probably  require  a  previous  reconnaissance  of  that  supposed 
branch.  For  these  purposes,  exclusive  of  other  considerations  which 
may  be  involved  in  the  necessity  of  an  escort,  it  appears  to  me  that 
one  engineer  in  chaige  of  the  scientific  operations,  with  about  six  sub- 
ordinate assistants,  and  about  thirty  men  as  laborers  and  mechanics, 
are  all  that  the  service  will  require,  or  that  can  be  usefully  employed. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 

Major  General  W.  Scott, 

General  in  Chief  Commanding  J7.  S>  -4.,  Tfashington. 


United  States  Boundary  Commission, 
Magorffin^s  Rancho,  near  El  Paso,  TexoA,  February  9, 1852. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  \\oi\ot  to  mfoxm  ^om  that,  on  the  6th  inst.,  Mr.  Geo. 
F.  Bartlett  received  aletxei  ftomxJiQa  co\xfflc^i\vi\v^x^\Bta\i.^^^  by  a  party 
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f>f  Mexican  traders,  dated  at  Ures,  in  the  State  of  Sonora,  November 
30,  1851. 

From  this  letter  I  learn  that  the  commissioner  has  been  very  ill  with 
a  slow  fever.  He  was  taken  ill  soon  after  leaving  Santa  Cruz,  and 
had  been  confined  to  his  cot  for  two  months ;  also  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  our  commission  and  a  large  number  of  the  Mexican  com- 
mission had  been  ill  with  the  fever,  and,  in  consequence,  the  work  had 
been  suspended  on  the  Rio  Gila. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  Mr.  Bartlett  was  convalescing,  and  intended, 
as  soon  as  able  to  travel,  to  go  to  the  coast,  his  physicians  having 
recommended  sea-air.  The  members  of  the  commission  were  mostly 
recovered,  and  are  probably  now  again  in  the  field. 

The  commissioner  represents  the  country  as  very  unhealthy.  AH 
foreigners  arc  attacked  with  the  fever. 

From  Mr.  Salazar,  the  Mexican  surveyor,  I  learn  that  his  commis- 
sion has  sustained  a  severe  loss,  General  Pedro  Garcia  Cond^,  the 
commissioner,  having  fallen  a  victim  to  the  fever.  He  expired  at 
Arispe. 

Mr.  Radziminski  arrived  at  this  place,  on  the  27th  ultimo,  with  de- 
spatches from  the  department  for  the  commissioner. 

Since  the  receipLpf  intelligence  from  the  commissioner,  I  have  been 
endeavoring  to  obtam  the  services  of  a  trusty  Mexican  courier,  in  order 
to  forward  to  Mr.  Bartlett  copies  of  the  despatches.  I  shall  probably 
be  enabled  to  send  them  in  a  couple  6f  days. 

Major  Emory  is  actively  enraged  in  th§  discharge  of  his  duties  here. 
He  has  two  parties  in  the  field — one  under  Lieutenant  Michler,  who 
starts  from  Eagle  Pass  for  the  surv^  of  the  Rio  Grande  down  from 
that  point,  and  one  under  Mr.  Maritz  Hippel,  who  starts  from  this 
place  and  runs  down  the  river  to  Lieutenant  Michler's  line. 

Major  Emoiy  has  also  an  astronomical  observatory  at  Frontera, 
(his  present  quarters,)  and  one  at  San  Elizario. 

As  disbursing  agent  for  the  commissioner,  during  his  absence  from 
lis  point,  I  have  experienced  much  difficulty  for  want  of  money;  and 


although,  up  to  the  present  time,  the  work  has  not  been  seriously  re- 
tarded on  this  account,  I  am  fearful  that  such  will  be  the  case  soon, 
unless  some  provision  is  made.  The  requisitions  left  with  me  by  the 
commissioner  I  have  expended,  and  am  now  entirely  without  funds  to 
meet  the  demands  upon  the  commission. 

The  voucfters  for  the  last  quarter  I  am  unable  to  forward  at  present, 
as  tliey  require  the  commissioner's  approval  before  sending  to  tne  Fifth 
Auditor. 

Information  has  been  received  at  this  place  that  the  mail  carriers 
from  San  Antonio,  that  should  have  arrived  here  on  the  20th  ultimo, 
have  all  been  murdered  by  the  Indians,  and  the  mail  lost. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  liigh  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  JACOBS, 
Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Commissioner  U.  S*  B,  C, 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  tfie  Interior^  Washington^  D.  C 
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Frontera,  near  El  Paso  del  Norte, 

November  16,  1851. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  surveys  of  the  Gila 
and  Rio  Grande  are  now  progressing  satisfactorily,  by  parties  organized 
and  acting  under  my  direction,  and  I  have  now  reason  to  hope  the 
survey  of  this  whole  boundary  line  will  be  completed  bj  the  end  of 
the  vear  1862. 

The  length  of  the  Rio  Grande  portion  of  the  line  is  esti^pated  by 
those  best  acquainted  with  the  sinuosities  of  the  riyer  at  from  eighteen 
hundred  to  two  thousand  miles. 

The  Une  across  from  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  Gila  can  be  run  and 
murked,  in  my  opinion,  by  three  or  four  months*  wwk  the  ensuing 
spring  and  summer. 

The  oflScers  of  topographical  engineers  attached  to  my  command  on 
this  duty,  are:  1st  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple,  2d  Lieutenant  Wm.  F, 
Smith.  Lieutenant  Whipple  is  now  engaged  upon  the  survey  of  the 
Gila,  and  Lieutenant  Smith  is  to  co-operate  with  me  in  the  astronomi* 
cal  work  on  the  Rio  Grande. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DV5RAHAM, 
Mcff'ar  Top.  Eng.^  BvU  Lieut.  CoL 

Col.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Top.  Engineers^  Washington.^ 


United  States  Boundary  Commission, 
Santq,  Rita  del  Cobre,  New  Mexico j  October  tO,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  documents  of  the  commis- 
sioner, embracing  his  correspondence  up  to  the  27th  August  last. 

The  commissioner.  United  States  surveyor,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Graham,  left  this  place  with  their  parties  on  that  dale,  to  join  tMe 
Mexican  commissioner  upon  the  Rio  Gila. 

Colonel  Graham  left  with  the  intention  of  returning  to  this  place  in 
ten  or  fifteen  days;  he  has  now  been  gone  forty-five  days,  and  nothing 
has  been  heard  from  him.  Colonel  Craig  sent  out  a  party  of  fifteen  in 
search  of  him;  they  relumed  without  accomphshing  their  object. 

It  is  supposed  that  Colonel  Graham  has  gone  on  with  the  two  com- 
missioners and  the  surveyors  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  San  Pedro. 

The  Indians  have  assumed  a  very  hostile  attitude,  and  we  find  our 
escort  altogether  insufficient  to  protect  our  aninmls  from  their  depreda- 
tions. 

Preparations  are  now  going  on  to  remove  the  depot  of  the  commis- 
sion from  this  place  to  Frontera,  six  miles  north  of  Paso  del  Norte. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant 

HENRY  JACOBS, 
Asst.  Secretary  to  the  Cornmisnoner^  U.  jS.  B.  CL 

Hon.  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior^  Washington^  D.  C. 
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Froxtera,  near  El  Paso, 

January  22 j  1852. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  the  copy  of  an  order  given* by  me  to  Lieutenant 
Tillinghast,  instructing  him  to  draw  on  the  department  for  ($3,000) 
three  thousand  dollars. 

The  necessity  for  this  is  explained  in  my  letter  of  the  8th  January, 
and  previous  ones.  ' 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

#  W.  H.  EMORY, 

Brevet  Major ,  ijft. 
Hon«  Alex.  H.  H.  Stxjart,  *  .  •        ^  * 

Secretary  of  the  Interior^ 

Frontera,  near  El  Paso, 

January  22 j  1852. 

Sir:  You  are  authorized  and  instructed  to  draw  upon  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  for  three  thousand  dollars,  to  be  applied  as  follows; 
taking  for  each  item  the  usual  vouchers: 

1st.  The  payment  of  Mr.  Hubbel  for  lumber $173  00 

2d.  The  payment  of  Mr.  Hoppin  for  100  fanegas  com 360  00 

5d.  The  payment  of  Mr.  McGoflSn's  bill  for  transportation.       650  00 
4th.  Hire  of  laborers  by  Lieut.  Smith  in  erecting  observatory,         26  50 

6th.  The  sum  paid  by  my  order  to  the  herder  Juan 25  00 

6th.  To  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Edw.  lugraham  on  his  receipt 

for  the  expedition  west 1,000  00 

The  balance  to  be  held  by  you  and  paid  out  on  my  orders. 

Mr.  Ingraham  will  make  his  disbursements  under  my  orders ;  and  if 
you  choose  to  do  it,  to  save  him  the  necessity  (K  opening  an  account 
with  the  treasury,  he  can  make  the  disbursements  in  your  name  and 
exchange  with  you  when  he  returns  the  vouchers  for  his  receipts. 
^  The  condition  of  the  finances  of  this  commission  precludes  the  possi- 
bility of  receiving  money  here  in  any  reasonable  time  suflScient  to  pay 
ten  per  cent,  on  the  debts  of  this  commission ;  and  although  a  matter 
of  sincere  regret,  I  feel  compelled,  under  the  circumstances,  to  take  the 
course  which  I  now  do  in  confining  payments  to  such  expenditures  as 
are  absolutely  necessary  to  keep  the  work  from  stopping  and  falling 
into  a  state  of  disorganization. 

Mr.  James  McGoffin,  now  absent,  kindly  offered  to  cash  the  draft 
for  the  above  amount,  and  informed  me  he  had  instructed  his  agent  toi 
do  so. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
Brevet  Major  U.  S.  Armyj  ^tr.,  4^.,  ^t. 

Lieut.  O.  H.  Tillinghast, 

Boundary  Commmion. 

P.  S. — If  it  is  not  convenient  for  Mr.  McGoffin*s  agent  to  give  the 
thousand  dollars  in  cash,  a  letter  of  credit  to  Mr.  Ingraham  for  five 
hundred  dollars  of  the  amount  might  answer  the  purpose. 
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FrONTERA,  NEAR  El  PaSO, 

January  22,  1852. 

Sir:  The  individual  responsibility  which  necessarily  falls  upon  every 
assistant  on  surveys  of  magnitude,  is  such  that  it  has  become  a  fixed 

1:)rinciple  in  surveying,  that  no  service  is  available  in  an  assistant  un- 
ess  it  be  a  willing  service.  The  principle  is  specially  applicable  to  this 
sui-vey,  where  so  many  difficulties  andf  dangers  and  inconveniences  of 
every  kind  surround  the  operator  in  the  field,  and  where  the  distance 
is  so  great  as  to  be  out  of  reach  of  the  strong  arm  of  the  go^ftmment 
I  therefore,  as  a  power  necessary  to  keep  the  work  in  the  activity  [ 
hare  given  ^t,  and  to  sustain  my  autliprity,  request  that  I  shall  have  the 
power  of  removing  at  once  unwilling  or  incompetent  assistants.  If  the 
person  be  an  officer  of  the  army,  I  consider  that  I  have  now  the  power 
of  granting  him  leave  to  return  to  his  regiment  or  corps;  but  if  wrong  in 
this,  I  respectfully  request  to  be  instructed,  at  as  early  a  period  as  prac- 
ticable. 

The  power  of  removing  and  chanmng  the  civil  assistants,  I  could,  no 
doubt,  obtain  after  an  interview  with  the  commissioner,  as  your  in- 
structions direct  him  to  confer  with  me  on  that  subject;  but  an  inter- 
view with  the  commissioner,  at  any  time  within  the  next  six  months,  if 
very  improbable,  though  I  shall  make  every  attempt  to  have  one. 
*  I  request,  as  a  matter  of  simple  justice  to  the  officers  on  duty  with 
the  escort,  that  they  be  placed,  in  all  respects  as  regards  allowance 
for  personal  expenses,  on  the  same  footing  as  other  officers  attached  to 
this  commission. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
Brevet  Major  U.  S.  Army,  4^.,  ^r.,  Spc. 
Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stu^art, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


CiMALANKE  SPRINGS,  MeXICO, 

January  30,  1852. 

Sm :  I  reached  this  place  on  my  way  west  to  have  an  interv^iew  with 
the  commissioner  and  tor  other  purposes,  where  I  received  by  express 
the  enclosed  communication  (No.  1)  from  Charles  Radziminski,  esq., 
principal  assistant  surveyor  and  bearer  of  despatches  from  Washing- 
ton. 

Seeing  the  principal  object  of  my  expedition  likely  to  end  in  nothing, 
I  have  concluded  to  tum  back  and  resume  the  immediate  charge  of  the 
work,  and  send  forward  Mr.  Edward  Ingraham  for  the  purposes  stated 
in  the  letter  to  him,  and  to  Lieutenant  Whipple,  corps  of  topographical 
engineers,  copies  of  which  (marked  2  and  3)  are  herewith  sent. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
Bvevet  Major  U.  S.  Anny^  Ifc^  Sfc*^  Ifc. 
Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secreiar}^  q/'thc  Interior  % 
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[No.  1.]  DoNa  Ana,  New  Mexico, 

January  26,  1862 — 8  «.  m. 

Major  :  I  understand  from  Skillman,  whom  I  met  nine  miles  from 
this  place,  that  you  intended  to  start  on  yesterday  morning  from  El 
Paso  in  search  of  Mr.  Bartlett ;  and  I  send  this  letter  per  express  after 
you,  to  say  that  1  have  very  important  despatches  from  the  Department 
of  the  Interior  for  the  heads  of  the  commission — no  small  portion  of 
them  being  for  you.  Being  responsible  for  their  safe  delivery,  I  fear  ta 
intrust  them  to  the  express-man,  and  shall  keep  them,  subject  to  your 
orders. 

I  would  respectfully  advise  your  return  to  the  headquarters  of  the 
commission,  from  the  fact  that,  previous  to  my  departure  with  despatched 
from  Washington,  Mr.  Bartlett  had  ordered  me  to  return  to  San  Diego, 
where,  after  the  reconnaissance  of  the  Gila  river,  it  was  his  intention  to 
proceed.  After  waiting  my  arrival  there  some  reasonable  time,  the 
commissioner  expected  to  return  by  the  isthmus  to  Washington  or  to 
El  Paso,  and  there  is  strong  probability  of  your  arriving  there  too  late 
to  meet  him. 

Previous  to  m^  departure  from  Washington  I  advised  the  department 
of  the  commissioner's  orders  to  me  relative  to  my  journey  back,  and 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  thought  proper  to  modify  them  by  in- 
structing me  to  return  to  the  headquarters  of  the  commission;  and  I 
take  this  to  be  an  additional  reason  for  taking  the  liberty  to  suggest 
your  return  to  the  Pass. 

I  shall  wait  your  orders;  and  have  the  honor  to  remain.  Major,  very 
respectfully,  youi*  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  RADZIMINSKI, 

Bearer  of  Desjmtches. 

Major  W.  H.  Emory, 

Chief  Astronomer  J7.  S.  and  M.  Boundary  Commission. 

I  certify  that  this  is  a  true  copy. 

G.  Clinton  Gardner,  ClcrJcj  ^. 


[No.  2.]  Cimalanke,  Mexico, 

January  29,  1852. 

Sir  :  Having  received  notice  by  a  special  courier  from  Washington 
that  Mr.  Bartlett,  the  United  States  commissioner,  has  gone  to  Wash- 
ington by  the  way  of  San  Diego,  on  the  PaciBc,  and  that  there  is  no 
possibility  of  my  overtaking  him,  I  have  determined  to  abandon  the 
expedition  in  pursuit  of  him. 

But  I  am  extremely  anxious  to  recover  Lieutenant  Whipple's  party 
and  instruments,  before  passing  into  Cahfbrnia,  in  case  that  officer 
should  determine  to  go  out  also  by  the  way  of  San  Diego. 

Reposing  special  confidence  in  j^our  activity  and  intelligence,  I 
charge  you  with  delivering  to  Lieutenant  Whipple  the  enclosed  order 
fi^r  his  return  to  Fort  Fillmore,  in  the  most  direct  route,  as  soon  as  lie 
shall  have  completed  his  survey  of  the  Gila  river.  After  delivering 
the  order,  you  will  return  here  with  all  possible  despatch* 
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You  will  take  one  wagon,  fourteen  mules,  five  men,  and  ninety  days' 
provisions  from  the  commission  property.  Lieutenant  Green  will  fur- 
nish an  escort  of  one  non-commissioned  oflScer  and  six  privates,  with 
suitable  transportation,  making  in  all  thirteen  men.  On  arriving  at 
Corraletas,  or  Yanos,  you  will  leave  your  wagon  in  charge  of  some  re- 
sponsible person  and  go  on  with  packs.  If  you  think  proper  you  can 
employ  a  guide. 

You  will  go  as  far  as  Pimos  Village ;  and  from  there,  should  you 
hear  nothing  of  Lieutenant  Whipple,  you  will  return  to  this  place. 

I  charge  you  with  two  oflBcial  despatches  to  the  commissioner,  and 
one  private  letter  to  him  from  the  commissioner's  brother,  G.  F.  Bart- 
lett,  esq.  The  despatches  have  been  opened  and  read  by  the  latter,  for 
reasons  which  are  endorsed  on  the  back  by  him.  It  is  not  likely  you 
will  meet  Mr.  Bartlett ;  and  if  you  do  hot,  bring  the  despatches  and 
letter  back  to  me. 

I  am,  with  great  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
Brevet  Major^  Top.  Eng.y  Chief  AiCr  and  Top'ry 

Scientific  CarpSj  Boundary  Commission* 

Edward  Ingraham,  Esq.,  ^ 

Assistant  U*  S,  Boundary  Commission. 


CiMALANKE,  MexICO, 

January  29,  1S52. 

Sir  :  The  orders  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Graham  to  you  give  you 
authority,  in  case  neither  commissioner  returns  to  the  vicinity  of  El 
Paso  by  the  direct  route,  to  return  there  by  the  way  of  San  Diego  and 
Mazatlan. 

General  Cond6  is  dead,  and  I  h^ve  notice  that  Mr.  Bartlett  intends 
going  out  by  the  way  of  San  Diego.  I  knbw  the  Mazatlan  route,  and 
know  it  to  be  impracticable  for  the  transportation  of  the  instruments 
in  your  custody.  Those  instruments  are  absolutely  necessary  here  to 
run  out  the  parallel  of  latitude  agreed  upon  fot  the  boundary.  Your 
services  here  are  also  required,  as  soon  as  you  have  completed  the 
work  on  the  Gila  river. 

I  have  therefore  to  direct  that  you  will  neither  go  yourself  nor  allow 
any  of  your  party  to  pass  into  California,  and  that  you  will,  on  the 
completion  of  the  survey  of  the  Gila  to  its  mouth,  return  to  Fort  Fill- 
more, on  the  Del  Norte,  above  Frontera,  in  the  most  expeditious  and 
direct  route.  You  will  leave  your  party  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Fort, 
and  report  to  me  in  person  at  Frontera  or  San  EUzario. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  ExMORY, 
Brevet  Major  U.  5.  A.y  4^.,  4^'.,  ^t. 

Lieut.  A.  W.  Whipple, 

Corps  Tojpographical  Engineers. 
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Frontera,  Texas,  (8  miles  from  El  Paso,) 

Jantiary  8, 1862. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  an  estimate,  addressed  to  the  commis- 
sioner, of  funds  required  by  the  parties  under  my  immediate  direction, 
engaged  in  the  survey  of  the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  and  also  the  copy  of  a  letter  to  accompany  it.  I  send  the 
copy  to  the  department,  as  Mr.  Bartlett  says,  in  one  of  his  letters 
quoted  in  a  previous  despatch,  "  he  may  go  to  Washington  via  Pan- 
ama ;"  and  should  I  find  him  in  my  contemplated  expedition  west,  it 
will  be  several  months  before  the  nearest  mail  could  be  reached,  and 
the  reception  at  the  department  of  the  estimate  would  in  all  probability 
be  too  late  for  its  action. 

The  amount  asked  does  not  include  the  commissioner's  estimate, 
but  it  is  for  surveys  alone,  and  is  necessary  to  sustain  parties  now  iif 
the  field;  and  if  given,  it  will  be  possible  to  finish  the  field  work  of  the 
survey  by  the  1st  of  January,  1863,  or  the  spring  following.  But  an 
indispensable  condition  is  the  assent  of  the  commissioner  to  the  prop- 
osition submittq^  for  his  concurrence,  that  no  portion  of  the  amount  be 
expended  without  the  written  approval  of  the  person  conducting  the 
operation.  This  is  in  conformity  with  the  practice  on  all  surveys  of 
magnitude,  and  is  necessary  to  a  proper  control  over  the  employes 
and  a  knowledge  of  the  means,  that  the  work  may  be  expanded  or 
contrajcted,  to  suit  them. 

My  letter  of  the  8th  December  informed  you  that  on  that  day  Col. 
Graham  completed  to  me  the  transfer  of  instruments.  It  also  apprized 
you  of  the  embarrassed  state  of  the  funds  of  the  commission,  th^  igno- 
rance on  the  part  of  the  commissioner's  gpecial  agent  at  this  place  of 
where  I  could  find  him,  and  the  course  to  be  pursued,  which,  under 
the  circumstances,  was  deemed  by  me  most  in  accordance  with  your 
instruction  and  the  views  oi  the  department. 

My  letter  of  the  18th  December  informed  you  I  had  organized  and 
set  in  the  field  all  the  persons  found  here  unoccupied  over  whom  I  had 
any  control,  this  control  being  derived  from  certified  transfer  lists, 
bearing  dates,.severally,  August  and  September,  1861,  signed  by  Colonel 
J.  D.  Graham,  and  approved  and  countersigned  by  J.  R.  Bartlett,  esq., 
United  States  commissioner. 

There  was  transferred  to  me  a  letter  from  the  commissioner,  Tlafed 
San  Pedro,  September  9,  1861,  stating  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  joint 
commission,  held  on  the  7th,  it  was  agreed  that  the  survey  of  the  Rio 
Grande  should  be  conducted  by  the  chief  astronomer  on  the  American 
side,  and  Mr.  Salazar,  chief  astronomer  and  surveyor  of  the  Mexican 
commission ;  that  the  survey  of  the  river  will  commence  at  32°  22f 
north  latitude,  in  accordance  with  the  above,  and  urging  its  speedy 
execution. 

To  do  this,  no  funds  or  means  of  raising  them  were  found  to  rest 
with  the  person  left  here  by  Mr.  Bartlett  as  his  deputy,  as  appears 
more  particularly  by  his  letter  sent  with  my  despatch  of  the  8th  De- 
cember, and  by  his  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed, 
marked  A. 

Under  these  cii'cumstances  I  have  been  compelled  to  asaumft  ^o^n^ 
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responsibility  to  carry  out  the  duties  devolved  upon  my  predecessor 
by  the  action  of  the  joint  commission,  as  stated  in  the  preceding  letters, 
of  which  an  account  will  be  rendered  by  me,  or  see  the  work  relapse 
into  inactivity. 

That  the  Secretary  may  see  the  whole  ground,  I  desire  to  state  the 
condition  and  progress  of  the  work  as  found  on  my  arrival  here  on  the 
26th  November,  1851. 

Official  reports  already  in  your  possession  show  the  line  determined 
by  me,  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Colorado,  to  have  been  run  out  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end,  all  the  topography  taken,  and  the  monuments 
erected,  and  that  the  same  has  been  officially  accepted  by  the  Mexi- 
can commission.  This  left  unfinished  all  the  work  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Gila  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte,  on  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico. In  the  completion  of  this,  I  found  the  progress  made  was  the 
following :  • 

1st.  The  determination  of  the  latitude  32°  22'  north,  where  the  line 
leaves  the  Rio  del  Norte. 

2d.  The  running  of  that  line  one  degree  of  longitude  west,  about 
fifty-eight  statute  miles.  ^ 

3d.  An  observatory  here  in  the  course  of  erection  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Graham,  who  informed  me  no  satisfactory  determination  of 
this  place  had  been  made. 

4th.  I  found  that  on  the  27th  September  last  Lieutenant  A.  W. 
Whipple  was  at  Santa  Cruz,  Sonora,  enrovte  for  the  survey  of  the  Gila, 
and  two  surveying  parties  were  in  the  field  between  El  Paso  and  32^ 
22'  parallel  of  latitude — one  having  commenced  on  the  10th  of  Novem- 
ber a§d  the  other  on  the  19th  of  November,  a  few  days  before  my  ar- 
rival here — and  that  the  tw%  last  mentioned  paities  had  accomphshed 
a  partial  survey  of  the  river  for  about  fifty  miles.  This  was  the  stale 
of  the  work  as  I  found  it. 

I  completed  the  erection  of  the  observatory,  and  on  the  28th  Decem- 
ber mounted  the  instrument ;  and  the  establishment  is  now,  under  my 
immediate  direction,  in  full  and  successful  operation. 

I  renewed  the  instructions  to  the  three  parties  above  named,  and 
organized  from  those  remaining  under  my  control  lliree  other  parties, 
and  set  them  to  work,  as  follows : 

1st.  A  parly  under  Lieutenant  W.  F.  Smith,  corps  topographical 
en|[irlfeers,  to  operate  in  the  vicinity  of  San  Elizario ; 

2d.  A  party  under  Lieutenant  Michler,  corps  topographical  en- 
gineers, to  work  in  ihe  vicinity  of  Eagle  Pass,  Fort  Duncan,  on  the  Rio 
Grande ; 

3d.  A  surveying  party,  distinct  but  subordinate  to  Lieutenant 
Michler,  to  operate  in  the  same  quarter; 

4th.  The  establishment  of  a  depot  of  provisions  at  Presidio  del 
Norte,  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  below  here ; 

For  all  which  I  have  the  written  concuirence  of  the  chief  astronomer 
and  surveyor  of  the  Mexican  commission. 

These  things  being  accomplished,  and  the  whole  put  in  active  opera- 
tion, I  design  now  miiking  such  arrangements  that  my  temporary  ab- 
sence will  not  be  injurious,  and  start  west  along  the  limits  of  the  unfin- 
isbed  boundary  in  search  of  xiie  eommkdqner. 
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It  Will  be  seen  a  small  portion  of  the  extensive  work  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Gila  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  was  then  accomplished,  and  that  a 
portion  of  those  under  pay  of  the  government  were  unemployed, 

A  very  small  additional  expense  was  necessary  to  fill  these  parties, 
and  put  the  whole  force  over  which  I  had  control  in  full  activity ;  and 
this  I  have  taken  the  responsibility  of  ordering,  looking  to  my  justifica- 
tion in  your  expressed  wishes  to  see  this  work  progress  with  rapidity  ; 
and  in  the  fact  that,  having  no  authority  to  discharge  unemployed 
persons,  it  puts  in  useful  employment  those  under  the  pay  of  the  govern- 
ment who  otherwise  could  be  doing  nothing. 

Finding  that  various  persons  were  drawing  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  enable  those  at  the  head  of  the  work  to  act  understandingly, 
I  have,  to  insure  uniformity  in  this  and  other  respects,  issued  the  cir- 
cular ao  those  under  my  command  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy, 
marked  B. 

Holding  the  opinion  that  this  work  is  a  public  one  in  all  its  parts,  and 
that  the  government  alone  is  entitled  to  the  labors  of  every  individual 
on  the  work,  I  have  addressed  the  following  circular  (Marked  C)  to 
every  person  holding  the  rank  above  mechanic  under  my  orders,  and  I 
doubt  not  for  a  moment  that  the  same  will  not  only  be  approved  by  the 
commissioner,  but  will  be  extended  by  him  to  every  part  of  the  com- 
mission. 

Until  I  can  see  the  commissioner  I  shall  continue  this  as  the  principal 
observatory  and  depot  cff  supplies,  as  it  is  the  practicjd  centre  of  the 
unfinished  work,  it  being  necessary  to  draw  all  supplies  for  the  party 
working  west  from  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  most  difficult  portion  of  the  wori  extends  only  a  few  degrees 
west ;  and  any  attempt  to  draw  supplies  from  the  Pacific  coast  for  this 
line,  or  for  the  survey  of  tlie  Gila — now  a  comparatively  easy  work — 
will  involve  an  expense  of  time  and  money  much  greater  than  is 
necessary. 

This  country  cannot  be  traversed  by  persons  in  parties  of  less  than 
twenty,  who  require  twice  as  many  animals,  with  all  the  attending 
outfit  of  arms,  saddlery,  harness,  provisions,  &c.  The  Secretary  will 
therefore  see  how  severe  a  draft  my  movement  west  will  make  on  our 
limited  resources,  and  appreciate  the  reluctance  with  which  I  move  in 
search  of  the  commissioner.  I  had  fixed  on  the  1st  of  January  as  the 
day  of  starting ;  but  I  have  been  officicilly  informed  by  that  part  of  the 
Mexican  commission  which  is  at  El  Paso  that  the  other  portion  was 
expected  here  by  the  beginning  or  end  of  January.  I  have  but  little 
confidence  in  the  realization  of  this  expectation ;  yet  wishing  to  avoid 
the  outlay,  if  possible,  I  have  determined  to  wait  until  the  24tli,  hoping 
they  may  bring  some  definite  intelligence  of  our  commission.  The 
road  by  which  the  Mexicans  will  come  is  not  the  road  by  which  I  can 
go;  and  therefore,  when  started,  I  have  no  expectation  of  meeting  them 
on  the  way. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
Brevet  Major,  Chief  Astran,,  ajid  Head  S.  C,  B.  <S. 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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Frontera,  near  El  Paso, 

January  1,  1852. 

Sir  :  Upon  application  to  your  agent,  Mr.  Henry  Jacobs,  I  find  no 
money,  or  ways  of  getting  it,  to  cariy  out  the  resolution  of  the  joint 
commission  for  the  survey  of  the  Rio  del  Norte  from  32°  22'  to  its 
moulh,  as  conveyed  in  your  letter  dated  San  Pedro,  Sonora,  September 
9,  1851,  and  that,  t«K),  with  every  disposition  on  Mr.  Jacobs's  part  to 
raise  means.  I  have  caused  to  be  made  out  the  enclosed  estimate  of 
funds  from  thi*  date  to  the  1st  of  January,  1853,  which  I  submit  for 
your  concurrence. 

The  parties  now  already  made  up  were  organized  from  the  unem- 
ployed persons  here  belonging  to  the  commission,  with  the  exception 
of  the  head  to  one  surveying  party,  whom  I  took  the  responsibility 
to  appoint,  as  there  was  no  one  nere  unoccupied  capable  or  willing  to 
take  charge  of  it. 

The  estimate  has  been  carefully  reviewed,  and  cannot  be  reduced 
without  cutting  down  the  parties  nbw  in  the  field  and  delaying  opera- 
tions. ^ 

Before  the  reception  of  this  or  any  other  money  for  this  work  since 
my  arrival,  and  before  the  possibility  of  personality  can  be  attached,  I 
respectfully  submit,  for  your  concurrence,  this  proposition :  that  the 
agent,  to  whom  you  may  delegate  the  disbursement  of  this  money, 
shall  be  placed  under  my  orders,  and  expend  no  portion  of  it  without 
my  written  approval.  It  is  a  power  conceded  as  necessary  on  every 
survey  of  magnitude,  and  here,  in  the  absence  of  all  law  and  "military 
authority,  it  wiU  no  doubt  occur  to  you  as  a  condition  indispensable  to 
my  control  over  the  emplqyis,  and  necessary  also  to  enable  me  to 
expand  or  contract  the  work  according  to  the  resources  on  hand. 

Fearing  you  may  not  receive  this  in  time  to  relieve  our  necessities 
here  if  I  content  myself  with  sending  it  westward,  and  seeing  by  your 
instructions  to  Mr.  Jacobs  that  you  "may  go  to  Washington,  via  Pan- 
ama," I  send  a  copy  to  the  department,  td  meet  you  in  Washington 
should  you  go  there. 

I  do  not  find  the  medical  officer  and  attendant  on  tlie  transfer  list 
signed  by  you ;  but  you  will  see  I  have  estimated  for  him,  as  he  was 
transferred  to  my  command  by  Colonel  Graham. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
Chief  Astron.  and  Head  of  5.  C,  Bofindary  Survey. 

John  IL  Bartlett,  Esq., 

United  States  Commissioner. 


Paso  del  Norte,  Texas,  January  1,  1852. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  your  instructions  of  December  24, 1851, 1  beg 

leave  to  submit  the  following  estimate  of  funds  necessary  for  the  pay, 

subsistence,  and  transportation  of  all  the  employes  of  the  United  States 

boundaiy  commission  under  your  direction,  for  the  year  commencing 

January  1, 1862 : 
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For  the  party  under  the  immediate  directum  of  the  chief  astronomer  and  head 
of  the  sciefUiJic  corps  operating  near  Paso  del  Norte. 

Pay  of  chief  astronomer,  &c S2,400 

Pay  of  clerk  to  chief  astronomer 1,000 

Pay  of  four  computers  at  $60  per  month 2,880 

Commutation  allowed  chief  astronomer  in  lieu  of*subsistence 

and  expenses 2,920 

Commutation  for  clerk  to  astronomer ! 1,460 

Pay  of  eight  men  employed  as  laborers,  teamsters,  &c.,  at  $25 

per  month 2,400 

For  party  now  operating  on  the  Rio  Gila. 

Commutation  in  lieu  of  subsistence,  &c.,  for  chief  of  party 1,460 

Pay  of  four  assistants  and  computers 2,840 

Pay  of  laborers,  teamsters,  &c.,  (fourteen  men,)  at  $25  per 

month 4^200 

For  party  now  observing  near  San  Elizario. 

Commutation  allowed  the  head  of  party  for  subsistence  and 

expenses 1,460 

Pay  of  one  assistant 800 

Pay  of  ten  laborers,  teamsters,  &c 2,600 

For  astronomical  and  surveying  parties  now  in  the  field  near  Fort 

Duncan^  Texas. 
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Commutation  allowed  head  of  party  in  lieu  of  subsistence,  &c.  1,460 

Pay  of  three  assistants 2,920 

Pay  of  fifteen  laborers,  teamsters,  &c 4,500 

For  surveying  party  now  on  tlie  Bio  Grande  below  San  Elizario. 

Pay  of  head  of  party 1,500 

Pay  of  one  assistant 600 

Pay  of  twelve  laborers,  teamsters,  &c 3,600 

For  surveying  party  near  Presidio,  Rio  del  Norte. 

Pay  of  head  of  party 1,000 

Pay  of  one  assistant 600 

Pay  of  twelve  laborers,  teamsters,  &c 3,600 

For  medical  department. 

Pay  of  surgeon  and  hospital  steward 2,100 

Pay  of  cook  and  servant 600 
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Meteorological  department. 

Pay  of  principal  and  assistant  observer $1,800 

Pay  of  c(X)k  aod  sei'vant 600 

Pay  of  geologist  and  botanist 1,200 

Quartejyfuuter  and  commissary  department. 

For  the  purchase  of  animals A 5,000 

For  the  purchase  of  corn 8,000 

Commutation  allowed  quartermaster  and  commissary  in  liim  of 

subsistence  and  expenses 1,460 

Pay  of  five  mechanics  at  $60 3,600 

Pay  of  laborers,  teamsters,  herders,  &c 6,000 

Pay  of  one  clerk  and  assistant 1,000 

For  six  months'  subsistence,  (there  being  six  months'  provisions 

on  hnnd,) : 12,000 

For  the  purchase  of  two  whale-boats  for  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 

6rande 500 

Contingent  expenses  not  embraced  in  the  above  enumeration . .  5,000 

94,960 


In  submitting  the  above  estimate,  I  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  all 
the  items  are  based  upon  a  minimum  calculation,  and  at  least  five  per 
cent,  should  be  added  to  the  whole  estimate. 
^   I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  TILLEVGHAST, 
First  Lieut.  First  Art.,  Q.  M.  ^  Com'yy  B.  C. 

Brevet  Major  W.  H.  Emory, 

U.  S.  Topopaphical  Engineers^  Chief  Astronomer^  Sfc. 

Approved,  and  submitted  to  J.  R.  Bartlett,  esq.,  U.  S.  commissioner. 

W.H.EMORY, 
Bet.  Maj.j  Chief  Astron.  and  Head  of  S.  C,  B.  S. 


A. 

U.  S.  Boundary  Commission, 
Magojffin^s  Ilanchoj  near  El  PasOf  December  10,  1851. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  in  your  communication  of  the  8th 
instant,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  not  sufficient  money  in  my 
hands  to  enable  me  to  comply  with  your  request  to  furnish  you  the 
means  to  pay  off  "four  men,  temporarily  employed,"  or  to  furnish 
Lieutenant  Michler  with  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  to  "commence 
operations  at  Eagle  Pass,"  or  "  to  send  an  express  to  the  Pimos  vil- 
lages." With  regard  to  the  party  under  Lieutenant  Michler,  although 
I  cannot  fiirnish  him  v?itli  money^  I  think  it  possible  that  you  and  my- 
self can  make  some  ariaxigetaeux.  VNr\n!c^^*^^TL^^  obtain  pro- 
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Visions,  &c,,  for  his  party  from  the  quarlennaster  and  cjunmissary 
stationed^at  Eagle  Pass. 

Mr.  liebrge  F.  Bardett  arrived  yesterday  and  is  stopping  at  my 
quarters. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  JACOBS, 
Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Commissioner  U.  S*  B,  C 

Brevet  Major  W.  H.  Emort, 

Chief  Astrof^meTj  4^.,  U.  S.  B.  C,  Frontera. 


B. 

Instructions  for  the  gotetnmcnt  of  cjficers  of  the  army^  and  all  otke)'  persons 
undtr  the  orders  of  the  chief  astronomer  and  head  if  the  scicnfijic  corjff, 
9  0n  the  survey  of  the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Meocico. 

The  appropriation  for  the  survey  of  the  boundarj^  being  limited,  and 
the  operations  in  the  field  depending  wholly,  for  their  character  and  . 
*extent,  upon  the  means  now  on  hand,  and  on  the  appropriation  hereafter 
to  be  made  by  Congress,  it  is  necessary,  to  enable  persons  at  the  head 
of  these  oparations  to  conduct  them  properly,  to  know  with  exactness 
all  the  Available  means  of  the  commission.  I  have,  therefore,  to  direct 
that  no  draft  or  order  shall,  in  any  event,  be  made  on  the  commissioner 
or  Secretary  of  the  Interior  by  any  person  under  my  orders,  without 
the  assent,  in  \\Titin<2[,  of  the  chief  astronomer  and  head  of  the  scicn- 
tific  corps,  and  that  no  provisions,  camp  equipage,  wagoii^,  aniiimls,  or 
pioperty  of  any  flescription,  mess  furniture  excepted,  belonging  to  the 
commission,  in  the  custody  of  these  officers,  be  issued,  except  on  a 
tvritten  requisition  on  the  quartermaster  and  commissary,  approved  by 
the  chief  astronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  except  in  cases 
growing  out  of  his  absence,  which  will  be  special!}'  provided  for  when 
such  absence  takes  place.  ' 

No  purchase  or  contract,  pledging  the  money  appropriated  by  Coa^ 
gress  for  the  survey  and  demarcation  of  the  line,  ^all  be  made  by 
any  officers  or  other  persons  under  my  command,  except  through  the 
quartermaster  and  commissary  of  the  commission,  and  thea  only  after 
such  purchase  or  contract  shall  have  received  the  approval  of  the  chief 
astronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  except  where  an  officer  is. 
on  a  detached  service,  and  receives  authority  to  make  purchases  or 
contract  debts,  and  in  that  case  it  will  be  his  duty  promptly  to  rep©rt 
such  expenditure  or  debt  contracted,  to  the  quartermaster  or  com^- 
missary,  who  will  immediately  report  the  same  to  the  chief  ajstronomer. 

Quarterly  returns,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  January,  1852,  will  be 
rendered,  addressed  to  the  quartermaster,  showir^  in  a  simple  form. 
the  property  on  hand,  that  on  hand  at  last  return,  the  loss  or  gain,  how- 
incurred  or  how  acquired.  Estimates  for  the  support  of  eachpartj,, 
indudin'g  pay,  ti'ansportition  and  subsistence,  will  be  Riade  oy  its. 
chief  at  the  commencement  of  each  quarter  for  the  ensuing  three  months,, 
and  forwarded  to  the  quartermaster  and  commissary.  These  will  ^"<^ 
31 
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consoldid^ted  by  him,  and  form  the  basis  of  a  general  estimate  of  funds 
to  be  submitted  to  the  chief  aslronoirier  for  his  approval,  and  ^rwapded 
to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  through  the  commissioner.  •         • 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
Brevet  Major  U.  5.  -4.,  Chief  Mtron.j  and  Head  S.  C*  • 

Frontera,  near  El  Paso, 

December  24,  1861.  ^ 


« 


C.—[Ciradar.'\  *  .     ^ 

Frontera,  near  El  Paso, 

January  8,  1852. 

*  1.  On  the  last  day  of  each  month  the  chief  of  each  party,  astronomi' 
cal,  surveying,  meteorological,  magnetic,  geological,- and  botanical,  4iod 
every  pdrson  holding  the  rank  abovfe  mechanics  under  my  ordefs,  wiH 
make  a  teport  to  the  chief  astronomer  arW  head  of  the  scientifie  co^s, 
showing  the  amount  and  character  of  work  done.  If  astronomical,*^  the 
number  and  character  of  the  obsqp'ations  ;  if  surveying,  the  amount 
and  character  of  the  work  done,  showing  where  the  work  commenced 
and  where  it  ended  ;  if  in  other  branches,  a  brief  summary  of  the  objects 
of  attention  oi*  occupation.  If  the  chief  of  a  party,  he  will  import  direct ; 
if  a  subordinate,  he  will  report  througti  his  chief.  ^       • 

2.  At  the  end  of  each  quarter  he  will  make  out  an  accurate  copy  of 
his  notes  made  ibring  J:he  quarter,  exhibit  them  for  approval  to  the 
officer  under  whose  immediate  drder  he  is,  if  there  be  one,  who  wiU 
send  the  ori^nal  with  his  own  notes,  by  the  first  safe  opportunity,  to^ 
the  chi^f  astronomer  and  head  of  the  scientific  corps,  «and  r^in^ 
copy  until  called  for.  These  are  to  be  filed  away  and  form  the  vouchers 
for  the  accuracy  and  fideUtv  of  the  wojk  done  dh  the  survey.  » 

3.  A  monthly  rettirn  ot  instruments  will  be  made  as  above  by  all 
persons  havirtg  charge  'of  them,  to  be  transmitted  through  the  officer 
next  above  him,  in«cases  where  there  is  one. 

4.  As  the  goverpment  claims  the  labors  of  those  under  its  pay,  a 
failure  to  comply  with  the  first  and  second  articles  of  this  circular,  or 
to  furnish  a  sufflteient  ♦Excuse  for  not  doing  so,  will  be  considered  aC 
resignation  on  the  part  of  the  individual  faihngto  comply,  and  the  dis- 
bursing officer  of  tne  commission  will  be  notified  accordingly. 

>  W.H.EMORY, 

Chief  A^ronomer,  and  Head  of  Scientific  Corps,  U.  S.  B.  C 
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Frontera,  near  El  Paso, 

1      February  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  enclose  you,  on  the  30th  January,*  a  corre- 
spondence with  Mr.  Radziminski,  which  explains  why  my  plans  were 
changed,  and  the  course  I  thadght  it  best  to  pursue  in  Consequence  of 
hid  letter  to  me.  *  :  ^    *  '^-^         "^ 

I  send  you  to-day  copies  of  a  correspondence  with  Mr.  Henry  Jacobs, 
assistant  secretary  and  clerk  of  the  commissioner,  and  with  Mr.  George 
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\. 


F#  Bartlett,  by.  which,  I  am  grieved  lo  say,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
commissioner  waaisick  at  Ures,  November  30,  1851,  and  directed  by 
hi«  physicians  to  go  to  the  seacoast.     Thence  it  was  proposed  to  em-f 
bark  for  San  Diego.  * 

Ufes  is  in  Sonora,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  south  of  the 
line,  and  near  the  Gulf  of  California ;  and,  although  I  think  the  attempt 
worth  making,  there  is  much  doubt  if  he  can  be  reached  by  an  express 
before  saihng,  * 

In  any  event,  I  see  ho  prospect  of  obtaining  an  interview  with  the 
commissioner  for  many  months.  In  the  mean  time,  all  the  authority  in  ' 
regard  to  money  and  mean§  being  vested  in  him,  and  no  provision 
being  made  for  his  ab'sefice,  I  have  been  compelled  to  assume  some 
fesponsibility  or  see  the  large  number  of  persons  now  under  m^ 
orders,  and*  the  whole  work  itself,  fall  into  inactivity  and  disoi;gan# 
ization.*  '^       •  '       * 

I  have  undertaken  and  projected  no  work  whatever,  except  tjiat 
alveady  projected  by  the  joirfl  commission,  and  conveyed  in  a  letter  of 
tbe^ commissioner  to  my  predecessor,  Colonel  J.  D.  Graham,  and  have 
incurred  no  expense  whatever,  except  the  very  small  sum  necessary 
to  give  employq^ent  to  persons  already  in  the  pay  of  the  government. 

I  have  written  the  commissioner,  and  doubt  not  he  would  concur  in 
all  I  hav^dDhe,  but  I  see  no  prospect  of  communicating  with  him  in 
any  reasonable  time,  and  thereiore  request  I  may  be  at  once  informed 
from  Washinpon  wh&|t  course  to  pursue. 

On  the  whole  line  (k  our  j^resent  operations  there  4s  no  law,  civil  or. 
military.  The  men  of  the  commission^  are  almost  without  arms,,  and 
until  wry  recently  the  commission  was  without  credit. 
,  In  this  state  of  things,  with  no  powers  except  implied  powers,  the 
secretary  wul  perceive  how  precarious  my  authority  is,  and  how 
urgent  the  .necessity*  of  my  being  armed  with  some  authority  in  thfe 
absence  of'the  commissioner.  *  •  -  • 

I  have  notified  the  gentlemen  concerned  of  the  new  order  stopping 
the  commutation  allowance'  for  persondl  expenses,  &c.,  and  request  the 
estimate,  forwarded  through  the^  department  to  Mr.  Bartlett,  mayl)e 
altered  by  striking  out  the  several  items  estimated  for  this  commut^t- 
tion,  amounting  to  some  eight  thousand  dollars.  .         i       ^    ^^ 

It  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  me  to  have  ^anticipated  your  instruc- 
tions, by  prohibiting  all  persons  under  my  control  from  drawing  on  tlje 
Secretary  of  tl^e  Interior  without  permission  to  do  so,  and  by*  directing 
all  assistants  to  giv6  monthly  accounts  of  their  work. 

1  sincerely  regret  the  necessity  which  compelled, me  to  djject  the 
quartermaster  to  draw  on  you  for  three  thousand  dollars,  and  hope  it 
will  not  embarrass  the  department  or  the  commissioner.  But  the  ne- 
cessity was  urgent,  and  I  doubt  not,  when  the  circumstances  become 
known,  the  act  will  be  approved  by  yourself  and  receive  ^e  concur- 
rence of  the  commissioner.  ^  *  ;  r, 
I*  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  f^ervant, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
!.  Brevet  Major^  S/C.^  Sfn. 

Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuabt, 

Secretary  bpheSnterior.- 
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'  Fronteba,  nkar  El  Paso, 

Februarys,  1S52. 

^  Sir:  I  i-egret  sincerely  lo  hear  of  your  illness,  and  hope  it  will  only 
be.  temporary.  Oth^  communications  will  explain  that  I  was  on  ftiy 
way  in  search  of  you,  when  stopped  by  Mr.  Radziminski.  J 

'The  despatches  which  you  will  receive  by  the  same  conveyance  that 
takes  this,  will  inform  you  of  the  various  changes  ma^p  since  your  ab- 
sence. 

.    Under  these  circumstances,  not  contemplated  by  the  department  and 
•    entii'ely  unexpected  to  me,  and  in  view  of  the  fact,  thgt  you  cannot  be 
expected  here  for  some  time,  I  have  addiaessed  the  letter,  of  which  the 
^qnclosed  is  a  copy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Should  you  receive  this  in  time  to  afford  the  relief  asked  of  the  Sec- 
retary, I  desire  you  will  do  so  and  inform  the  Secretary  of  the  same- 
^       I  am,  very  respectfully,  y&ur  6bedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
*  Brevet  Major,  S{C, 

John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

[7.  5.  Cotnmissioner* 


•  « 


U.  S.  Boundary  Commission,  Ma6offin*s  Ran^o, 

Near  El  Paw,  Februhry  5,  1852. 

*  Sm :  I  have  be^n  informed  by  a  party  of  Mexican  traders,  w  ho  arrived 
at  El  Paso  a  few  days  ago  from  Ures,  in  the  State  oi  Sonora,  Mexico,  that 
the  commissioner  and  a  portion  of  his  party  are  at  that  place,  detained 
by  sickness.  In  my  instructions  from  the  commissioner,  I  am  directed, 
should  despatches  of  sufficient  importance  arrive  here  from  the  govern- 
ment, to  send  them  to  him,  if  possible. 

Despatches  of  importance  have  arrived  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Rad- 
zjminsid,  and  I  propose  to  send  the  commissioner  copies  of  themr 
(deeming  it  unsaie  to  send  the  originals)  and  I  would  like  to  have  your 
opinion,  before  taking  final  measures  to  send  them,  as  to  the  practica- 
bility of  the  step;  and  any  advice  tliat  you  may  be  pleased  to  offer  on 
th^  subject. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  JACOBS, 
•  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Commissioner  U.  S.  B.  C. 
Major  W.  H.  Emory,* 

Frincijxd  Astronomer  and  Head  of  the  Scientijic  Corps,  ^V. 

-  I  ce^ify  this  to  be  a  true  copy, 

G.  Clinton  Gardner,  Clerh 


^    Mr.  Hart's  Mills,  near  El  Paso,         * 

February  6,  1852. 
.Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  this  date,  delivered  in  person,  I  liave 
to  say  I  consider  it  of  muc\i  mv^vtaiuce  that  the  comniissioner  should 
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receitethe*  despatches  sent  here  by  Mr.  Radziminski,  and  you  have 
ray  approbation  for  the  expenses  that  may  be  incurred  in  sending  an> 
express  lo  him.  '  j^ 

The  person  who  brought  the  information  of  Mr.  Bartlett  states  that 
it  was  tiie  commissioner's  intention  to  pass  from  Ures  to  Guaymas,  and 
thence  by  sea  to  California. 

It  is,  in  my  opinion,  practicable  to  communicate  by  letter  wuih  the 
commissioner;  and  I -would  suggest  that  the  person  or  persons  em- 
ployed b^directed  to  follow  the  trail  of  Mr.  Edward  Ingrahsun^  from 
Corralitas,  as  far  as  he  goes  on  the  route  to  Ures. 

At  Corralitas  Mr.  Ingraham  abandons  his  wagon,  and  takes  pack 
animals. 

The  road  to  Ures  diverges  from  the  track  which  I  have  directed  Hr^^ 
Ingraham  to  follow,  at  or  near  the  crossing  of  the  San  Pedro  river  by  * 
the  6anta  Cruz  road. 

Any  despatches  you  m|jy  think  proper  to  duplicate  and  send  by  Mr.** 
Ingraham  he  is  hereby  directed  to  deliver  to  the  commissioner  if  he 
meets  \iim,  htk  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  direct  Mr.  Ingraham  to  go  \o 
Ures  or  Guaymas. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obe/iient  servant,  ' .  • 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
«  Brevet  Mojor^  ^c,  Sfc.  ,t 

HExar  Jacobs,  Esq., 

Au^istant  Becretary  to  the  Commissioner  U*  S.  B.  C.         '^ 


Magofpinsville,  January^  1S52. 

Deaii  Sir:  Yesterday  afternoon  Colonel  Conde  very  kindly  brought 
jne  a  letter  from^  my  brother,  which  had  been  handed  him  by  one  of 
the  piuty  of  Mexican  traders  which  arrived  at  El  Paso  a  few  days  ' 
qgo  from  the  State  of  Sonoiu. 

My  brother  writes  from  Ures,  under  date  November  30th.  About  a 
week  after  leaving  Santa  Cruz  he  was  taken  sick,  and  with  great  diffi-^^ 
<juhy  reached  that  place;  and  for  two  months  was  confined  to  his  be(\ 
with  typhbid  fever.  At  the  time  of  his  writing  he  was  so  weak  aryl 
prostrated  by  the  disease  that  he  had  not  strength  to  walk  without 
assistance,  and  could  only  write  with  a  lead  pencil.  He  says  he  was 
improving  slowly;  appetite  pretty  good;  though  he  is  quite  helpless. 
All  the  party  were  or  had  been  sick. 

Brother  speaks  of  having  left  General  Condd  sick  at  Santa  Cruz. 
He  had  heard  from  there  since,  when  the  whole  of  the  party ^Aere 
<lovvn  with  fever.  The  General  had  sent  to  Ures  for  assistance  and 
a  pliysicijin,  w)iich  could  not  be  procured.  He  was  to  be  removed  to 
Arispe  or^Ufes.  I  presume  the  news  oJ  his  death  reached  Ures  before 
we  heard  of  it.  • 

The  physicians,  three  in  number,  who  were  attending  my  brother, 
h;ul  forbidden  4iis  going  with  the  party  to  the  Gila,  and  recommended 
his  taking  the  shortest  and  most  direct  route  to  the  coast,  which  he  in- 
tended doing  so  soon  as  he  was  able  to  travel     He  says:  "  We  l\'iiv^ 


^wt  left  them."     The  party  had  been  very  short  of  provisions. 

lours,  respectfully, 

GEO.  F.  BARtLETT. 
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heard  nothing  of  the  parties  of  Mr.  Gray  or  Lieutenant  Whippl^ince 

arty  had  been  verj 
ours,  respectfully, 

3  Maior  W.  H.  Emory.  .        • 

P.  S, — ^I  have  omitted  to  inform  you  that  my  brother  wrote  th«t  he 
espected  to  meet  Mr.  Radziminski  at  San  Diegoi  with  despatches  Trom 
tne  government  •  .  G.  F.  B. 

I  certify  this  to  be  a  true  copy.  •   , 

G.  Clinton  Gardner,  ClerJcj  4^?* 


» * 


*  ,  •  ..  Front]^^,  :g^AR  El.Paso, 

Fdruarf6,  1S6». 

,  Dear  Sir:  I  this  day  received  your  letter  dated  ftagoflijisTille, 
'January,  1852,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Radziminski. 

*  I  regret  very  much  to  hear  of  the  indisposition  of  the  commissionef ,  ^ 
and  hope  the'*  neitt  accounts  we  receive  wiU  give  Intelligence  of  his 
restoration  to  Health.  '         ^  ^   . 

I  have  already  stated,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Jacobs,  my  opinion  of  tlie 
T^acticabiUty  of  sending  the  despatches  to  Mrf  Bartlett  by  the  way  of 
,tjres  and  Guaymas. 
•«  In  a  postscript  to  your  letter  you  state  t^at  the  commissioDer  "ex- 
pected to  meet  Mr.  Radziminski  at  San  Diego^  with  despatches  from 
the  government.*'  Mr.  Radziminski  must  be  ^vemed  by  the  instnic- 
tibns  he  received  from  Washington,  and  any  facility  which  is  in  my  po^er 
to  eitend  I  will  cheerfully  grant,  thinking  it  of  ev«ery:iinportance  that 

*  the  conimissioner  should  receive  these  despatches  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  . , 

W.  H.  EMORY. 
f  Geo.  F.  Bartlbtt,  Esq. 

^Excuse  me  for  calling  your  attention  to  the  date  of  your  leltfer.      * 


.  'v 
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4f 


Carraporulenee  rdating  to  the  Quartermaster's  department^  between  James 
Myer^  quartermaster^  and  John  R.  Bartlett,  commissioner — June26f  1850, 
to  February  10,  1851. 

Mexican  Boundary  CoMMissiaN, 

Washingtonj  June  26^  1850. 

Sm:  I  have  tke  plefLsure  to  inform  you  that  you  have  been  appointed 

Juartermaster  to  the  commission  4or  running  the  boundary  between  the 
United  States  and  the  republic  of  Mexico. 
4    As  the'  party  of  which  .the  commission  will  consist  must  be  at  El 
Paso  del  Norte,  in  the  province  of  Chihuahua,  on  the  first  day  of  No- 
vember, early  measures  will  be  necessary  to  accomplish  this  purpose. 
You  will  therefore  be  required  to^proceed  to  Texas  with  all  possible 
haste,  and  there  purchase  for  the  use  of  the  commission  one  hundred 
mules  and  forty  horses,  suitable  for  the  transportation  of  the  stores  and 
th%conveyanCe  of  the  party.   These  you  will  concentrate  at  some  conve- 
•  nient  point  o»  the  coast  near  Port  Lavaca,  advise  me  of  the  precise 
|!pint,  and  there  await  the  arrival  of  our  party  and  its  stores.     If  it  is 
fi^sible  to  procure  transportation  by  water  for  our  party  and  stores 
*  on  their  arrival  ^  the  coast,  to  Victorio  or  Texana,  in-order  to  avoid 
detention  in  the  unhealtj^y  region  about  Lavaca,  you  will  make  arrange- 
/tim^p^^o  to  do.     It  is  of  the  first  in^portance  to  preserve  the  health  of 
the  men.  •    *    ^       * 

.\Yhatev^r  subsistence  may  be  required  for  the  animals,  you  will  pro- 
cure it  at  New^  Orleans,  of  in  Texas,  as  may  be  most  convenient, 

There  will  be  place^  to  your  credit  with  the  firm  of  Messrs.  James* 
Robb  &  Co.,  New  Orle|ms,  for  the  purchase  bf  the  animals  named,  six 
thousand  eight  lymdred  and  fifty  dollars;  aod  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  in  cash  will  be  given  you  on  account  of  personal  expenses. 

*  Tp  aid  you  in  purchasing  ani  collecting  the  mules  and  horses  re- 
quired,- Mr.  Edward  Clarke,  who  has  been  appointed  assistant  quarter- 
^  master,  will  accompany  you,  or  meet  you  in  Texas.     If  your  purchase 
q^n  be  facilitated  by  having  additional  aid,  you  are  at  liberty  to  se- 
cure it. 

fi^A^  the  trust  now  committed  to  your  care  will  involve  the  largest 
expenditure  of  the  commission,  it  is  hoped  that  economy  will  be  exer- 
chedf  and  that  the  animals  required  may  be  procured  on  the  most 
favt)rable  terms. 
^  You  will  please  make  yo^r  returns  to  me  as  oftep  as  convenient,  and 
jcpake  up  your  accounts  every  quarter. 

I  remain  yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTJ.ETT, 

Commissioner. 
Tp  James  MyXa/Esq. 


<^ 


New  York,  July  20,  1850. 

Sir:  By  the  annexed  circular,  which  has  been  addressed  to  all  per- 
sons attached  to  the  boundary  commission,  ^om  V)!^  ^et^^v^^^Ccax.^^ 
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commission  will  sail  from  New  York  on  Saturday,  the  3d  of  Au^st, 
in  the  steamer  Galveston,  and  will  probably  reach  Lavaca  about  tjie 
15th  of  that  month. 

As  this  is  the  time  when  you  thought  you  would  be  in  readiness  for 
us  with  the  mules  and  horses,  I  tiope  there  may  be  no  disappointment, 
but  that  you  will  be  ready  for  us  on  our  amval.  We  are  obliged  to 
leave  on  the  day  named,  or  resort  to  a  sailing-vessel. 

YoUrs,  respectfully, 

•JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commiuiimer. 
To  Mr.  Jas.  Myer, 

Car,e  of  it.  M.  Forbes  ^  Co.y  Lavaca^ ^  Texas. 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

Victoria^  Texasj  September  18,  185(^ 

Sir:  Having  been  informed  by  you  that  sixteen  or  eighteen  mules, 
purchased  by  you  for  the  boundary  commission,  are  disabled  by  tifc 
journey  from  Indianola  to  ihis  place,  or  are  in  other  respects  uiifit^cr 
continue  the  march  witlt  tis,  you  are  requested  to  dispose  of  them  on  ^ 
account  of  the  commission ;  also,  dispose  of  ^y  Itimber  or  property 
useless  to  us.  * »  *    - 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  bartli:tt. 

Commissioner. 
James  Myer,  Esq., 

(Quartermaster^  Ifc,  . 


Indianola,  Texas,  Avgust  21,  1S50. 

Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  3d  August  is  now  at  hand,  and  contents  ob-  # 
served.  The  mules  mid  horses  ai'e  purchased  and  ready.  In  ordef 
to  give  all  possible  despatch  to  the  commission,  by  the  Galveston,  I 
had  made  arrangements  to  have  them  landed  at  the  town  of  Victorlf, 
on  the  Guadalupe  river,  where  there  is  good  grass  and  a  plenty  of 
water — snch  not  being  the  case  at  this  point. 

But  as  I  have  received  this  day  an  order  from  Lieutenant  Strain,  I 
shall  leave,  immediately  after  the  mailing  6f  this  letter,  for  the  mules  ♦ 
and  horses,  reserving  such  as  will  be  for  you,  which  will  be  left  in 
charge  of  Captain  Coburn,  quartermaster  at  this  point.    You  could  qpt 
for  some  time  ©vertake  the  party  by  any  other  route  than  by  Indianola. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  • 

JAMES  MYER,; 
Qiuirtcrmaster  U.  S.  and  M.  Boundary  Commission. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bahtlett,    . 

Commissioner. 
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Quartermaster's  Office, 
U.  S.  AND  Mexican  Boundary  Commission,  ^     * 

Sdn  Antonio^  Texaiy  October  2,  1850,     ^ 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  there  is  in  store,  foi'  tran5r 
portatior\  to  El  Pado,*S3,067  IRs.^f* commissary  8tore«,  &c.,  for  the  use 
of  the  commission ;  that  there  is  yet;,one  wagon  unloaded,  the  weight 
of  which  is  estimated  at  3,600  lbs.,  or  more ;  the  total  amount  unpro- 
vided lor  being  26,W7  lbs.  ^         •        ' 

In  (i^dition  to  the  above^  wi^  to  transport  600  or  600  bushels  of 
corarfrom  the  mihtary  station'at  thfr  head  of  the  Loona,  for  the  purpose 
of  foraging  iJ'^e  public  ^im'dls  oi^  the  road.  ^'  * 

1^  complete  Ae  arrangements  for  transpDrtation  there  ii  required 
sixteen  carrts  and  ore  large  ox-wagon ;  for  thp  pui^phase  «f  these,  and* 
the  making  of  necessary  and  immq<MatejQlsbursements,  thigfdepartpient 
will  require  ten  thousaml  dollars  Si  cash,  without  which  (and  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  above  estimate)  I*  shalb  not  be  able  to  move  from 
this  point,  with  all  th^  necessary  appointments  required  for  the  long 
and  arduous  journey  belpfe  u§.  *  ^ 

'  I  remain,  respectfully,  j^ur  obejclient^er\'ant,  ,       ^  * 

^  ^  •  .  JAMES  MYER, 

^         ^      /     Quartermaster  U.  S.  and  Alt  Boumkiry  Commission. 

J0HN  R.  BarTlett,  Esq^  *  •*** 

£7.  S.  Commissioner, 


r     ^  -.  QuARTER;ilASTBR's  OfFICE, 

U.  ^.  AND  Mexican  BoirNDARY  Commission, 

San  Antonioj  Tex^,  October  3,  1850. 

^iji:  Herewith  I  have  Wie  honor  to  transmit  an  estimate  for  funde^ 
required  for  the  use  of  this  department,  as  you  will  please  find,  therein 
set  forth;  the  same  being  required  for  immediate  use.         ^         »       m. 
I  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obea|pnt  servant,  ,         i         #  \ 

.     JAME3  MYER, 
Quartermaster  U.  S.  and  M.  Boundary  Commission. 
John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U*  S.  Commissioner, 


« 


Estimate  of  funds  required  for  the  fervice  of  jhe  quartermaster'^ s  dei)d¥tment 
at  San  Antonio,  Tcxas^  and  while  on  the  road  to  *El  Paso, 

Due  Mr.  Pollard  for  three  wagons  and  teams. $1,260 

Estimated  cost  ot^lwo  wagons  and  teams,  to  be  purchased 

here,  $425  each. . .-. ^50 

For  sixteen  Mexican  ciirts -  -  —  8,200 

For  thirty  gentle  mules,  to  cost  from  $50  to  860  each,  (highest 

price):.    ^^^^^ 


H 
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For  forage  here  and  at  Leona,  &c/. . .  ^. '. . . .  v .  .^ $2,750 

Fdt  iiicid^tal  expenses 7 1 ,. . .  1,230 

%Durf^Messrs  Capers  &  Howard 1,100 

Bue  Jtls^ph  Allen >' v A  . .  *     800 

'  For  teaLmetefs' services ^. 5.-.A^«l  ..  .  ^ i. ^  *500 

Fo^'^xtra^horses  yet  to  be  purchased  fpv  the  commmsion. -1,000 

For  the  services  of  Mr.  Stoddard  to  date,  and  two  horses,  &c.  375 

•  *     i-    V  ^  

V      "^       ^  '  JL4,825 

Cash  on  hand  to  nljj  credit  with  James  Rbfal)  &  Qo.,  New  Or-      •'*   ^ 

%f  Total  JimouHt  reqi^u-ed.^. .  r»  ^ . .  >: •.     l'2,S26j 

IT        .       .  *  ft.  -  •  ■ 

^  Mexican^  BouNDAp^  tjjpiTMissioNf         ^  ^ 

*       .   '^  ^»  ApH^nioy^iexasy  October  10,  1850.     • 

"  \  SirV  You  are  hereby  fully  authori^e(}  to  nlakdalllhe^ra#gemen^ 
you  may  o^em  prt>per  ArtdlfiecegBary  fcr  ^be^  comfeet^'SferganizaLion  of 
the  quVtofni  aster's 'depiffenent.*  *^       •   '^     '  *'  • 

""It  is  desirable  and  all-important  that  th^vagons  and  animals  should 
l^^n jprbper  order  t^fore  leaving  '|l^s  plape,  and  when  inVeadiness  you 
wijl  report  the  samp  to  Colonel  Craig,  the  commanding  i>fficer  of*  the 
escorLwhioh  accompanies. the  train,  and  (o  ^olonel^IcClellan. 
V  ijrhe  train,  and  all  things  aiW  pfel^ons  appertaining  to  your  depart- 
ment, will  remain  under  your  ^vn^  personal  sij|)eri|||ei4lence  and  di- 
^rectipn,  each  day's  mp-rch  to  be^rejgulated  as  you  may  judge  most  ad- 
vaittageous  for  the  pflfblic  service,  tiiking  particular  care  thslt  the  aniq^als 
a*e  not  taxed  beyond  their  stfengtb.  if       ^ .         -  , 

Yours  respacUbn^f^       ^  > 

^        .  ,      JOHN  Ri  BARTLETT, 

tV  >         ,  ;  .Commissumer. 

James  Myer,  Esc^.,         t  •• 

Quartermaster.  *  * 


.« 


m 

San  Antonio,  Texas, 

October  lOy  1660. 

Sifl»:  In  conversation  a  fe\^  days  past,  you  mentioned  to  me  to  make 
a  Contract  with  some  persons  to  transport  such  supplies  as  we  are  at 
this  time  in  need  of,  anH  that  ^may  hereafter  arrive  a,t  Indianola  for  the 
boundary  commission,  from  that  place  to  El  Paso.  I  amieft  here^with- 
oUt  any  order  from  you  lo  make  the  contract,  or  any  stJitement  or  data 
by  which  I  may  be  governed  as  to  the  probable  quantity  in  weight. 

Therefore  I  make  this  despatch,  that  you  may  make  such  orders  in 
the  matter  as  may  be  deemed  necessary.    It  is  necessary  that  I  have  an 
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^der  from  you  tp  make  the  coutract forthe  transportation.     Hoping  that 
yoy  gre  wjl,  * 

I  am,  sir,  v^iy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  •  JAMES  MYER," 

.  •        '  Quartpmaiter  U.  5.  ajid  M.  B  C 

John  R.  Barrett,  Esq.,     * 

U,  S.  Commissioner^  • 


♦       * 


*  -»  ♦•  ^    ^V, 


^  W  Camp,  neur  San  Antonio, 

▼   ^^  *  Offofter  1]U  J^SiJO.     ^ 

Sir  :  In  reply  to'yptrs  oft  yesterday.  J  authorise  voii  to  make  ar- 
rst^emoj^a^to  have  the  *suasi«tencef  ajitt*  otfrer  property  4iemaining  at 
I^dianola  forKv#rd%di^to  the  c^mmissipner  at  El  Pa^o,  by  the  earliest  aiid 
most  speedy  conveyance.  '     c^         *^ 

'^    f  do  not  deem^t  advisajjWatJprcseRt,  to  make  contracts  for  the  for- 
wardlnjpofipiAQertt  yet/io  artive.      I  hai^e  written  to  the  DepartmeiU 
*ui  the  interior  in  relatioiTt*.  future  supplies,  &^        ^-        ^  —       .i 
.*#  Th6  quafnfi^  wjJJ^e  stAall  ii*Qom^iison  with  what  we  b|puffht  with 
XLSk*     Tl^e  (lej^tmAnt  gjvil^  prol^blv  -^order  them  gent  Wkbf^l^r  gavern^- 
meilt^  storesHo»Nev5jftJ(Bxipq,  as  I  fiave  desired.  #    *  *      ' 

>  *      Yours  respectfuDyt      .  '.        *  » 

V        X  .      ,     .  *J0^  it.  BARTLET^T,    '    : 

'•  ^^^         *      '   ^»  .     '        '/>     ••     •     *  Commissioner.^ 

Jambs  Myer,  Ifsq.,        *     ,  •        ^ 

Qtlartermaster  Mkdcaf*  Bo^Jtadary  C^fnmisAon.  • 


^  ^Quartermaster's  Office, 
^  XT.  S.  AND  MexicaiJ  Boundary  CoMftwssio^. 

.       ^  «      ^  .      *  ^  San  Antonio^  Texas,  October  12,  1850. 

Sir:     J  have  the  honqr  to\^close  to  ypu  a  requisition  nrnde  upon  me 
,  this  morning  Tor  additioQftl  transportation  to  be  furnished  iinmediately, 
and,  \vhich  appears  to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  the  advancement  <?f  the. 
^xpeditiog.       .  -  '         ^ 

I  fyid  the  funds  I  have  on  hand  inadequate  tb  meet  this  further  demand 
Ijy  $3,1)00  or  $3,500 ;  and,  in  ordOT  to^uard  s^ainst  cor^AgeqiCies  that 
may  aris^  on  the  way,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  request  of  you  an  ad- 
dition^ sum  of  $5,000 — making  in  the  aggregate  $8,0Q0.  ^ 

j^t  is  hoped  that  uq  such , contingency  may  arias;  buf,  travelling,  as 
,  we  will  b«,  through  a  sectiop  of  country  infested  with  Ipdians,  and  the 
stealing  of  animals  their  principal  object,  •it  maybe  that  circumafc^ces 
will  render  it  necessary  for  me  (as  hasr  been  the  case  with  the  gov- 
ernment train  on  the  same  route  over  which  we  pass)  to  send  to  Mex- 
ico for  additional  animals.  I  therefore  consider  it  absolutely  necessary 
that  a  draft  for  $8,000  be  furnished  me  by  the  return  express,  to  eAable 
the  expedition  to  reach  you  at  El  Paso  with  pertain  safety.  In  otder 
to  show  more  clearly  the  amount  of  my  present  liabiUties,  and  that  you 
may  see  the  pressing  necessity  for  the  iec\am\o\i  \  \x\si«^^  xx^^  ^'^^^ 


y 
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near  the  ex- 


please  notice  the  rough  estimate-  which  fpllows,  wd  is^  as  n< 
act  amount  as  possible  >  \  ^  ^ 

To  Mr.  Burdiell,  for  ox  carts  and  wagons , ♦  ?. . .  f5,000 

To  Mr.  Pi-ym,  for  com i.  ...v.»  1.  ..  3,000 

To  Messrs.  Campers  &  Howard jl ^ 3,000 

To  Mr.  McFadd^n,  for  fodder 2o% 

To  Mr.  Joseph  Allen,  for  money 'borrowed  of  him  an^  paid  on 

accoun^  quartermaster's  department  — ^i. 800* 

To  Mr.  JUs.  Alle^,  for  fcrvic*^  and  ox  teamsters,  di^: 2QP 

To  Jl^Ir:  Lapping,  for  keeping  ^Commissioner's  horses,  &c.. .  120 

•To  Mr.  Childer^  for  saddles,  &c.,/or  |he;cfpiitnission*. . : 350 

To  Mr.*Groes4)eck,  for  sundries,  liarness,  &c .4/. . .  w^i 700 

"^  13,«0 

By  avjplable  means  in  hand  -^ T  .^ 9«840 


*  m:  ^      -       ^ 


Deficit .*....# .,.;--^-*.^    •3,580 

You  wi]J  please  take  into  cai^sideMtion  thoseipntiMpncies  Vhiclf 
may  arise  oti,«lh^  roa<i  liom  nere.to  JH  Pa^,^&^  as<well  a^  the  iii- 
crease  of  ejpenditures  arising  i'rom  (tie  motuitingjorthe  Hileen  men,  as 
per  requisition  of  Capfain  Bany,  duly  approved  by  Colonel  J.  McCfel- 
lan,  &c.    *'''', 

I  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  seryAt,  '  « 

^  ,    /JAMES  MYER, 

'^       Quartermiifter  U.  S.  and  Mexican  B.  C, 

Hon.  John  R.  Bart^ett,  i 

U.  S.  ComiTjissioner.  , 


• 


•. 


» 

In  Camp,  near  Sabine  Creek, 

^^         October  13\  1850. 

Sir:  I  wasgreatfy  surprisecl  last  night  to  ijeceive  your  letter  making 
an  additional  demand  for  eight  thousand  dollars,  ($8,000 ;)  and,  withAi^ 
a  mdfre  Satisfactory  estimrfte  than  the  one  sent,  I  cannot  comply  with  the 
request.  You^  estimate  given  n^e  in  San  Antonio  embraced  ^verql 
items  which  are  repeated  and  increased  in  this :  for  instance,  corn  ana 
fodder  required  at  San  Antonio,  &c.,  82,750.  You  now  ask,  ii^ddi- 
tion  to  this,  $5,^00  for  the  same.  I  wish  tq  give  you  all  you  require; 
and,  after  giving  you  the  last  $8,000, 1  supgosed  you  would  have  a  sujj-  . 
plus^df  $6,000  alter  paying  ail  demands  mentionecf  in  the  previous  es- 
tirmjte.  'At  the  same  time  I  seat  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  a 
memorandum  of  your  expenditures,  and  said  no  more  would  be  re- 
quired. I  do  not  see  where  we  are  to  stop,  at  the  rate  we  are  now 
going  on  in  your  department,  and  fear  that  I  shall  be  censured  for  it.  I 
see  tio  additional  items  jn  your  estimate  beyond  what  was  given  first. 
You  had  an  item  of  $1,000  for  horses;  and  the  requisition  of  Captain 
Harry  and  Colonel  McClellau  for  horses  or  mules  for  fifteen  men  can- 


'!> 
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not  mateoally  increase  tms — ^partieMlaiijr  if  Spanish  horses,  at  $25  to 
$36,  are  furni^ted,  which  I  deeni  the  best. 

I  have  written  to  Colonel  McClellan  a* letter  on  this  subject,  and  have 
directed  him  tcf  fiirnish  you  Vith  additioi;ial  requisitions  for  naoney, 
which  I  have^'placdd  in  hi^Jiands,  on  your  presenting  liim  wdth  satis- 
factory estii^nates  for  acTditional  purchases  4n  your  department. ,  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  I  shall  not  B^juslified  in  complying  with  the  increased 
efcmands  without  understanding  more  fully  theii'  necessity,  which  is 
not  apparent  froiir  yoyf  last  e«timshe.  Cqlonel  McClellan  is  authorized 
to  promote  your  wishes  as  far  as^peCes^ky  requires. 

Yours,  resiJectfuMy,  n^ 

*  JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

m-  ^      '  Commissioner. 
James  Myer,  Esq.,  *      ♦^  %  • . 

^uarChmaster  Mexican  B.  ^C.     " 


s  ♦  - 


1.  •  ^  Camp  Webb,  on  the  Sabine, 

«  M     •         .  October  13,  I860: 

Sir:  I  received  last  night  by  express  a  leftfer  from  Quartermaster 
Myer,  in  which  he  as^s  mQ  tor  $^00  mope,  to  be  furnished  immediately, 
as  absolutely  necessary  to  the  i^vancement  of  the  expedition.     I  am 

{)erfectly  astounded  with  the  additional  demand\)f  Mr.  Myer,  as  I  gave 
lim  $7,000  on  gur  arrival  in  San  Antonio,  when  he  stated  to  me  that 
S12,S2^  would  h€  necessar^i  to  tnake  all^  the  purchases  he  required, 
j^reeable  to  the  next  estimate. 

Thinking  this  esffmsfte  very  laror,  I  gave  Mr.  Myer  $8,000.  Just  before 
leaving,  Mr.  Myer  said  he  should  be  deficient  vet,  and  requested  more 
money,  and  the  least  he  said  he  could  get  along  with  was  $8,000,  w|?ich 
I  gave'  him  in  a  requisition.  This  I  thought  very  large,  but  could  meet 
aoy  emergency  that  might  occur.  You  may  imagine  my  astonishment, 
thei:\,  at  an  additional  demand  for  $8,000.  (See  Mr.  Myer's  estimate.) 
It  appears  to  me  thai  many  of  these  items  are  embraced  in  the  for- 
mer estimate,  particularly  corn  and  fodder.  In  the  first  estimate  it  is 
$2,750,  and  now  $3,250  additional.  Sixteen  Mexican  caits  in. the  first, 
send  now  $5,000  additional  for  a  similar  purchase. 

I  have  written  to  Mr.  Myer,  in  reply,  that  I  cannot  see  the  necessity 
of  his  large  demand  from  the  estimate  he  has  sent,  and  havcYeferred 
him  to  you.  I  send  you  a  requisition  for  $3,000,  and  a  second  for 
$2,000,  one  or  both  of  which  you  are  at  liberty  to  give  Mr.  Myer,  in 
case  his  estimate  is  satisfactory,  and  the  property  required  necessary. 
I  also  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  him. 

Yours  truly, 
'  JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner, 
Lieut.  Col.  McClellan. 
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QUARTBRMASTlM^'8«&FS%}fi,  t^  S.  iAcD  IVT  B.  jD., 

»  Uhi4  ojC  ^h^  Limpi^f  N^fmaiBer  24^  1850. 

.  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  te^vt  tne  apival|^t  thjp  jjEsicp^'the  mule 
train  ^f  the  commi^^on^  i^i^ter  a  irip^of  lhmy-nia^c|ays  Jrdm  San 
Autonio.        "'"••.        y   ^         .  ""      ^. 

^  In  ijpnseq^ence^  of  mot  U(sin^  able  to  .bring  a  ve^y  IpiTg?  «tipply  <X 
corn  with  me,  the  animals  have  suffered' conTsiderably;  and*  many  have 
been  abandoned  ^jVoijhless,  hav^g  bipken  doMT*  iA  J^afvice  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  little  ti|ne  aUpwed«olji  the  a)ad^r  tne  recsuititi^  of  yie 
amtnals.  They  are tio\\^ki a  ve«Had|dcondijion,  notwithstandii{g^vefy 
popible  care  .and  attention  that  co^Idbe^  afforded. 

1  now  beg  kavp  pb  r^quelt .  that  from  'forrt^  to  sixtjr  busReI|  of  Sbm 
iQ^et  me  at  E^le  &jings^/u'  where  the  road  strikes  the  ftio  Grande,^ 
with  a  (iirthqi^  nft(ie^4^^  «<^ly  ^t  San  Elizario,  on  as  early  a  date  as 
•  possible^  with  wj^onsT,  ,6r  other^  a^q&ls  to  assis»»  the  pftsenlTanimals 
with  the  tiaiij  to^dk  iiqJo'El  Pas<5:  this  I^deeili  absolutely  necessary. 

'  Hoj]ing^is  Jequejl  jn^l  Aeet  •\#itk,your  earlv  attentibn,  and  refer- 
ring you  to  Mr*  SneUon^d  Capt.  Barf y*foif  further  particulars  relative 
lootfrtiyp^thus  far,*  .  ;    *    •         •       .  . 

1  am,'  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  tervant,  ,  '  ^ 

'^         .^   .    ^  .     .  •    >  ,  JAMES  MYER, 

^      ,  '  '  «         *  Quartermaster. 

Hon.  J.  R.  B^TLBTT,  .  •      c  I  # 

^       •  CommiisiBner.  *    %    ' 

'  ^  .  Mexican  Boundary  CgiiMissioi^f, 

•  •      t/  Paso,  December a2,  1850. 

^ir:  The  great  expense  of  foraging  h^les  ^dtiminaal^  at  Socono 
renders  it  necessary  that  only  such  shall  be  retained  as  will  be  actuaUy 
necessary  for  the  wartis'  of  the  commission.  I  would  therefore  re- 
commend that  the  horses  \e  sold,  reserving  from  six  to  ten*of  the 
strongest  and  best  adapted  for  the  service  required  of  them. 

Tlije  mules  we  shall  require  in  the  spring.  I  wish,  however,*to 
know  the  number  we  have.  ^  *  ' 

I  also  wish  to  know  whj^t  number  of  animals  have  been  lost  On  the 
journey  from  San  Antonio. 

The  teamsters  should  be  discharged,  retaining  such  only  as  are  ne- 
cessary to  take  care  of  the  mules.  Mexican  herders,  which  can  be  had 
at  half  the  expense  of  our  teamsters,  should  be  employed  in  their  stead. 
'  I  rec(totnend  your  sending  corn  to  the  animals  with  Col.  McClellan 
at  San  EUzario^  as  it  will  cost  thirty-three  and'  one-third  per  cent,  less 
for  us  to  forage  them,  than  to  have  it  done  at  the  military  pbst  by  tlfe 
United  States  quartermaster.  An  opportunity  will  present  itself  soon 
to  send  to  the  United  States.  I  therefore  request  that  you  will,  at  as 
early  a  day  as  possible,  furnish  me  with  your  vouchers  for  expenditures, 
in  order  that  I  may  transmit  them  to  the  Fifth  Auditor. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 

Jambs  MrsR,  Esq.,  Quartermaster. 
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QUABTERMA8TER%  Ofl^FICE*  U.  S.  AND  M.  B.  C- 

^  ^         >    Somyrroy  Te^oi^  Dedtmber  16,  1850. 

Sir:  Y^r  fa^or^f  ISlh  instant  bas'^jus^  been  handed  me  by  Mr* 

Murphy.^     *^  *  .         "  .      *      *  *     ' '      V  '  '     . 

Y^joirdivectioHs  in  relation  to  the  mules  and  hprse^  shall  be  co{;nplied 
with.  Wesirf,'ho\vever,  your  fj^r|ke||  cwder  as  to  wl^ther  ^you  ^i^ 
5^  sufl^cient^umBfefAof  miiles.  kipt  up,''4ijd  cowi  fed,  as  will  be  required 
tOimoA^  th(^wago/is  in  the  spring,^  or  on)|r  tl^^piiiviiber  required  for  the 
present «vants  of  the  comnlissio#,  and  tfie  t)aflajtee  put  out  to  herd. 

I  am  nyach  tmbaiTassed  for-^e  *want  of  furfcls  trf  discharge  the 
teamsters,^&c.  '  .  /  ^        .  « 

Here)^ith  \|fill  be  handed  you  a  bill  which  X  p&i^  ii\  San  Antonia  at 
the  request  of  CoL.McCIellan;  also  tl^ifee^otSier  bill^  fcMP  %adile8,^m-» 
dies,  &q.,dup  Mr^tJhilders,  which  were  got  *by  Messi^Co^ee,  DW- 
ton  and  Stone, '\vhidJ  Ldirf  nottieel  authorizeji  to  sjStfle  withouf  Jrour  » 
orders.  ^  ^         -    ^  *    ;,        -       ^     '%;*  / 

Xll  r^turnl  and  V(|uchers  sh^  be^ma:de  to  you  at  the  eajrlie^t  possi- 
ble day.  •  ,         V        '  -4         /  .         *         '         '  # 

*Mr.  Sheldon  \^1  hafhl  you*this,  who  ^ill  give  you  aH  particulars  as 
to  the  wants  of  this  dep«rtmeiit,  &c.>       \     *     •    . 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedienf  servant,     *  ^  *  * 
^    •.    ,    ,  ^  -    .   ^    •  JAMES  MYER,  >     * 

I  '   •  4  Quartenmuter  U*  S.  an^  At  B.  C 

John  R..  B^rtlet^',  Esq.,  ^        ^ '    • 

*  U0  S.  Commi$sio7iery  EhPaso^  Tara>.  •  » 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 


El  Pasoy  December  16,  1860. 

Sir:  I  have  yours  of  this  morning  enctesing  sundry  bills,  the  first  of 
which  is  Mr.  Childers'  for  saddles  and  horse  equipments,  made,  as  you 
observe,  at  the  request  of  Col.  McClellan.  ^  • 

By  the  order  of  the  Colonel,  which  you  send  me,  it  appeafs  that 
l^r.  Coffee,  secretary  to  Col.  McClellan,  G.  W.  Dalton,  the  Colonel's 
servant,  Capt.  Dobbins,  a  guide  by  him  emplow^*  ^^^  G.  M.  Stone, 
hunter  and  teamster,  were  directed  to  procure  saddles  and  oquipmeiits. 
Tliis  is  very  ^ell;  but  the  extravagant  price  paid  for  them  will  not 
justify  me  in  paying  the  bill.  There  is  certainly  something  incbrre^ct 
in  it.  I  bought  an  excellent  saddle  for  myself, in  San -Antonio  for  $18, 
and  several,  for  the  engineers  at  from  $11  to  818.  If  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, tQO,  most  of  the  saddles  purchased  by  you  cost  about  $16;  but 
I  have  not  youi-  vouchers  yet,  and  am  not  certain  as  to  the  price.  Al- 
though Col.  McClellan  may  have  requested  you  to  pay  this  bill,  I  think 
hQ  must, have  done  so  without  knowing  the  particulars,  as  I  feel  sure 
that  he  could  not  countenance  such  charges. 

The  second  bill  enclosed  me  is  that  of  Major  Capers,  which  you  say 
you  paid  in  San  Antonio  at  the  request  of  Col.  McClellan.  This  bill 
surprises  me  much,  and  for  your  sake  I  regret  to  say  that  I  cannot  pay 
it,  for  the  following  reasons : 
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This  bill  was  presented  me  m  San  Antonio  by  Mr.  Coffee,  who  said 
that  Col.  McCldlan  had  instructed  hkn  to  ^make  the  purp hase.  Ire- 
quested  him  to  get  the  Coloael's  approval,  whpn  I  v^ould'  pay  it.  This 
1  did,  as  I  knew  that  we  had  a  sufficiency  of  all  the  Jfticle^  named, 
and  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  purchasing  more  at  such  hign  prices. 
♦  the  next  day  (not  hearing  frpnj  Mr.  Coffee)  I  called  o^n  Cok  McGlel- 
lan,  who  deflbuncetr  the  ^blll  ii^totlo,  aj?d  aU  the  pafliea  Concerned — 
8ai4  the  prices  were  to^hjgh|  and  that  Mr.  Coffee  was  ncit  authori^d 
to  make  the  purchase.  t  « 

He  said  mutfh  more  in  relation  to  it,  which,  for  the  Sjjve  of  the  parties 
concernea,  I  do  not  think  proper  to  name.  I  perceive  that  Mr.  Capers 
signed  the  receipt  in  blank.  .     ^  •  ^ 

.  4*Iuch|diaeatisfaction  teis  b^n  expressed  to  me  with  regard  to  the 
employiapnt  .^nd  direction^^f  ihfe  mechanics,  kloppears  to  me  that 
the^Y^'^P^r^y ^^"^^  wij.hin  the  quar|ermagter's  ^department,  a*  in  die 
^army.  1  have  directed  Lieut.  Whipple  to  mike  a  demand  on  you  for 
any  laborers  or  fhechanics  he*  may  require,  when,jou  will  please  com- 
ply with  his  reqilest  at  once,  giving  higa  every  facility  to  carry  oil  the 
several  dejects  necessary  in  his  depjirtm'bnt.       •        * 

Mentfon  has  been  madp  to  me  about  buying  wood,  which  is  furnished 
'to  the  government  here  at  efght  dollars  a  cord.  I  am  unwilling  to  pur- 
c^asg  any  wood  when  an  abundj^c^  is  to  be  had  in  tlje  vicinity  with- 
out cost.  ^  I  therefore  request  that  you  will  direct  ^thc  Ip borers,  •and 
^auch  mechanics  as  are  not  required  by  Lieut.  Whipple*,  to  cut  what 
w^ood  is  nece^saiy,  and  tav^  the  same  drawn  to  the  several  quarters 
by  our  wagons,  supplying  all  who  want  it.  I  have  now  been  here 
more  than  a  month,  atid  have  supplied  myself  and  party  in  this  manner. 

Yours,  respectfullv, 

JOHN  *R.  BAUTLBTT, 

Commissiofur. 

James  Myer,  Esq.,        , 

,  Qua7tc77naster,  ^r.,  Socorro, 


Quartermaster's  Office,  U.  S.  and  M.  B.  C. 

Sir  :  A  special  exjpress  from  the  ox-train  has  this  moment  airived, 
an^  I  hasten  to  forward  the  letter  addressed  to  you,  and  likewise 
another  for  your  attention  and  perusal,  addressed  to  me  from  Mr.  T. 
B.  Wakeman,  the  person  in  charge  of  the  ox-train. 

A  history  of  the  unfortunate  affair  which  will  come  to  your  know- 
ledge, is  briefly  made  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wakeman.  I  presume  that 
the  accompanying  letter,  supposed  to  be  from  Dr.  Johnson,  will  fully 
explain  the  difficulty,  which  I  fear  will  tend  to  embarrass  the  ox-train 
to  a  considerable  extent. 

Requesting  the  return  of  Mr.  Wakeman's  letter  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience, with  your  advice  as  to  the  best  %nd  necessary  steps  for 
relief, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sorva^ 

JAMES  MYER- 
John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U>  S,  CommissioTier,  El  Paso,  Texas, 
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I  Camp  on  the  Limpia,  Texas, 

December  12,  1850. 

Dear  Sir  :  As  the  condition  of  the  ox  train  naakes  it  necessary  to 
send  an  express  to  the  quartermaster,  I  conceive  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
inform  you  of  an  unfortunate  altercation  which  took  place  oa  the  even- 
ing of  the  8th  instant,  between  Captain  Dobbins  an^Mr.  WakeoAn, 
the  wagon-master,  which  resulted  in  the  latter  receiving  two  Sails 
from  a  six-shooter :  the  first  entering  about  three  inches  above  the  in- 
ferior extremity  of  ot  femores  anteriorly  nearly  on  a  median  line,  pass- 
ing out  the  internal  lateral  condyle  of  the  tihia ;  the  second  entering 
anteriorly,  nearly  on  a  line  with  the  former,  about  four  inches  from^e 
inferior  extremity  of  the  tibia^  and  passing  out  near  the  articulating 
surfaces  ofjihdca^  frdcturing  the  bones  severely  in  both  instances.  ^  I 
have  1?xtracted  a  considersLole  portion  of  cru^d  bone  and  other  ex- 
traneous matter ;  but,  in  the  absence  of  a  surgical  case,  being  without 
a  probe,  I  shall  have  to  depend  on  nature  to  expel  ivhat  remains  in. 
I  consider  his  condition  a  very  critical  one.  I  have  just  been  informed; 
by  Mr.  Cleveland,  the  acting  wagon-master,  that  it  wSI  be  impossible 
for  him  to  go  further  than  the  head  of  the  Limpia,  which  is  tw'onty- 
seven  miles  distant,  as  the  oxen  are  in  a  bad  condition,  where  he  ex- 
pects to  remain  till  reUeved  by  a  train  from  El  P^so.  Would  it  not 
oe  advisable  to  send  a  spring-wagon  from  El  Paso  to  carry  Mr.  Wake;^ 
man  in?  At  the  present  time  he  is  as  comfortable  as  the  circum*- 
stances  will  admit.  I  should  like  to  have  a  surgical  case,  if  one  can 
be  had.     A  pocket-case  will  answer  the  purpose,  and  some  lint. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

•        M.  H.  JOHNSON, 

Surgeon  o/Escart. 

J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq.,  Commissioner. 

P.  S. — The  impression  of  those  who  witnessed  it  is,  that  Captain 
Dobbins  was  compelled  to  fire  in  self-defence. 


December  12,  1850. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  opportunity  of  writing  to  you  by  the  doctor's  ex- 
press, as  I  understand  ne  starts  in  the  morning,  by  giving  you  informa- 
tion of  one  of  the  most  dreadful  aifiairs  that  ever  happened-  ii^  a  camp 
of  mine.  I  will  give  the  circumstances  as  they  occurred,  the  night 
after  we  reached  the  "Limpia."  I  was  hunting  oxen  until  eight  or 
ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  found  some  parties  gambling.  I  ordered 
the  stopping  of  gambhng,  and  to  put  the  guards  on  as  usual.  Captain 
Dobbins  repUed,  that  I  had  better  try  stopping  it  in  his  tent,  it  being 
the  first  time  that  he  had  refused  to  obey  orders.  I  told  him  I  did  not 
expect  to  enforce  it ;  if  he  was  a  mind,  he  could  play  all  night.  He 
replied  tha^he  would  blow  ipy  damn  brains  out.  He  came  rushing  out 
of  bis  tent,  when  I  was  sitting  by  the  fire  on  a  stool,  aimed  his  six-shooter 
in  my  face  and  partly  knocked  me  off,  and  passed  by  me  about  six 
stfeps,  wheeled,  and  fired  on  me  twice:  qpe  tall  about  ihcee  vv\<s:.l\ft.^ 
32  * 
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above  the  knee,  and  coming  out  below ;  the  second  in  the  shin-bone, 
coming  out  by  the  ankle,  breaking  all  the  bones  before  it.  I  am  in 
much  misery,  and  a  sorry  chance  of  recovering;  and  the  doctor  has 
no  instruments  to  work  at  me  with.  I  think  I  shall  remain  on  the 
head  of  the  "Limpia"  for  eight  or  ten  days ;  and,  if  you  send,  send 
immediatfely.  ,1  thmk  it  your  best  plan  to  come  after  us.  It  is  so  hard 
to>|^  confined,*  not  able  to  move  a  limb  or  straighten  a  muscle.  I  am 
not  able  to  write ;  therefore  I  will  close.  I  had  to  get  one  of  the  men 
to*  write.  • 

U.  B.  WAKEMAN. 
J.  Myers. 

Quartermaster's  Department, 
*    -  Socorro  J  Texas^  February  5,^851. 

f      I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  letter  received  by  me, 

and  which  came  by  an  express  fi"om  the  "Limjpia,"  at  the  time  of  the 

^attttt^  upon  Mii  U.  B.  Wakeman  by  Captain  Dobbins,  who  had  been 

-  left  with  the  ^  train  under  charge  of  Mr.  W.  by  Captain  J.  McClel- 

lan,  brevet  lieutenant  colonel  topographical  engineers. 

JAMife  MYER, 
QuartermoBter  United  SttUet  and  Mexican  B.  €• 


Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Paso,  December  18,  1850. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  y^rs  of  yesterday,  announcing  the  sad 
disaster  to  our  ox  train.  In  brief,  my  advice  is  that  all  the  wagons  we 
can  fit  out  should  be  sent  immediately  to  the  assistance  of  the  train, 
taking  the  necessary  corn  for  the  animals,  and  if  additional  ones  can 
be  hired  it  may  be  well  to  send  them.  With  this  reliefi  the  train  will 
no  dpubt  be  able  to  proceed  to  El  Paso. 

You  will  oblige  me  by  stating  the  reason  in  writing  for  leaving  the 
ox  train  l^^hind.  ^ 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Conmiuioner. 
James  Mter,  Esq., 

♦  *      Quartermaster  Mexican  Boundary  Commission^ 


Quartermaster's  Department, 

Socorro,  January  6,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  place  of  Captain 
Ba^ry  and  Messrs.  Seaton  ana  Jones,  who  report  that  the  mule  train 
will  reach  here  to-morrow  evening,  with  the  greater  ||btion  of  the 
freight  which  was  in  the  ox  train. 

Strict  orders  have  been  given  that  nothing  be  taken  froip  the  train) 
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until  its  arrival  at  this  place ;  and  the  ambulance,  containing  baggage, 
&c.,  for  yourself,  will  be  forwarded  immediately  to  headquarters. 

The  ox  train  is  reported  to  be  in  as  good  condition  as  circumstances 
would  permit  of,  and  will  rest  for  a  day  or  two  at  the  first  encamp- 
ment on  the  Rio  Grande,  reaching  this  place  about  the  10m  or  12th 
instant. 

Mr.  Wakeman  died  ten  days  after  the  departure  of  the  express^  and 
Captain  Dobbins  is  ready  ta  deliver  himselt  into  the  hands  of  the  civil 
autnorities.  ^  • 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MYER, 
Quartermaster  U*  S.  If  M.  Boundary  Commission. 
Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

U.S.  Commissioner. 


Quartermaster's  Office  U.  S.  and  M.  R  C, 

Socorro.  December  20,  1850. 

Sir:  Yestwday  I  turned  over  to  Lieutenant  A.  W.  Whipple  one  team 
of  five  mules,  wagon  and  harness,  complete.  He  has  now  thia  and 
one  other  team  of  six  mules,  wagon  and  harness,  and  one  ambulance, 
with  four  mules  and  harness  complete.  Also,  upon  his  requisition,  I 
turned  over  twelve  mech^ics,  viz:  Jonathan  Chamberlin,  James 
Lynch,  Madison  Gassaway,  James  Shackelford,  C.  M.  Litchfield,  Pat- 
rick Carpenter,  Samuel  McPherson,  James  L.  Roane,  —  MankinSi 
Samuel  Moe,  and  R.  M.  Tuttle.  ♦ 

This  division  of  the  mechanics  renders  the  part  reqiaining  here 
almost  useless  for  the  want  of  tools  to  work  with,  there  being  only  one 
set  of  carpenter's  tools,  and  no  wheelwrights'  tools,  with  the  commis- 
sion here,  as  I  am  informed,  which  has  gone  down  to  San  Ehzario. 

I  have  thought  proper  to  mention  this  to  you,  not  knowing  but  that 
there  might  be  some  tools  at  El  I*aso  that  might  be  spared  to  come 
down  here,  for  the  use  of  the  wheelwright  here ;  if  not,  I  fear  that  it  will 
be  difficufft  to  procure  them  here.  The  tools  most  needed  areii  one 
saw,  a  set  of  planes,  one  hand-axe,  shaving-knife,  one  J-inch,  one  }- 
inch,  one  1-incn,  and  one  l^-inch  augers,  some  chisels,  and  a  bralbe  and 
bits,  &c. 

I  am  much  jn  need  of  two  or  three  hundred  feet  of  lumber,  to  make 
a  bench  for  the  tailors,  shoemakers,  and  saddlers  to  work  on,  if  there 
is  any  on  hand. 

Yesterday  I  despatched  eight  teams  to  the  relief  of  the  ox  train,  €ap- 
tain'E.  Bariy  in  command,  with  full  powers  to  take  charge  of  the  ox 
trafrt  and  all  connected  with  it,  pertaining  to  this  department. 

I  have  not  been  able,  since  my  letter  to  you  of  the  18th  instant,  to 
make  any  further  negotiations  of  my  drafts  on  New  Orlellns  for  cash 
funds  to  discharge  further  the  obUgations  of  this  department.  It  is 
now  mucn  einbarrassed,  as  considerable  is  due  for  corn,  purchased  of 
the  pot>r  Mexicans  in  this  vicinity,  besides  the  teamsters,  &c. ;  and  they 
are  making  applications  for  their  money  hourly  to  t.\:vi&  da'^'«sNssNec&^ 

I  desire  that  if  iar  your  power  to  pVaee  me  m  «<qSSi^votX  ^"^^  Snk^^^ 
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I  may  be  enabled  to  discharge  these  small  debts,  particularly  those  doe 
the  teamsters,  in  order  that  their  pay  and  rations  may  be  stopped. 

I  despatched  two  wagons  and  teams  to  El  Paso  yesterday,  m  accord- 
ance with  your  order,  received  the  evening  before ;  and  intended  to 
have  written  a  few  lines  by  them ;  but,  being  much  occupied  in  des- 
patching the  train  to  the  reUef  of  the  ox  train,  they  left  before  reporting 
to  me. 

Hoping  that  it  may  be  in  your  power  tp  give  me  some  ca»h  funds,  to 
jk^  relieve  the  embarrsi^sed  condition  of  this,  department,  which  is  of  the 
'  utmost  importance,  and  begging  your  eaily  reply, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MYER, 
Quartermaster  V.  S.  If  M.  Boundary  Cammissum^ 

John  R.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

U*  S.  Commissionerj  El  Pato^ 


^ 


Mexican  Boundabt  Commission, 
*  El  PasoTJantmy  31,  1851. 

Sir  :  Having  be^n  informed  by  you  that  there  af e  a  number  of  mules 
and  horses  unfit  for  service,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  dispose  of 
the  same  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  most  to  the  advantage  of  the  com- 
mission; also,  to  sell  any  olher  propertpin  your  department  which  is 
not  requiried. 

The  commissary  proposes  leaving  for  San  Antonio  on  the  8th  of  Feb- 
rua^.  You  will  please  give  him  an  ambulance  and  four  mules  for  his 
conveyanqp.  He  has  made  his  arrangements  for  a  teamster — one  of 
his  party  expressing  a  desire  to  drive  him.  You  will  also  please  fur- 
nish him  with  the  necessary  quantity  of  com  for  his  journey. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R*  BARTLETT,  ' 

CammiMfioHer* 

Jambs  Myer,  Esq., 

#  Quartermasterj  ^.j  Socorro*  ^ 


El  Paso,  FSmary  a,  1851. 

.^ir:  Mr.  D|iguerre  has  just  presented  me  an  order  fi-om  you  m  his 
faVor  for  five  or  six  hundred  dollars,  which  I  requested  him  to  retain  a 
iday  or  two,  till  I  heard  from  you.  ,.  «        f 

When  Mr.  Sheldon  presented  me^your  requisition  for  four  thllksaiid 

dollars  on  the ultimo,  I  hesitated  paying  it  on  account  of  the  large 

amount,  zmd  told  him  it  would  be  mdre  satisfactory  to  me  if  you  womd 
imake  a  written  application  for  it,  and  state  the  objects  for  which  so 
large  a  sum  was  required ;  which  he  said  he  could  d(^      ^ 

You  will  remember  that  when  I  saw  you,  about  the  1st  of  Jqjnuary, 
on  my  asking  you  what  wouVd  \>e  Tec]^\T^^  \o  ^^  ^^'^  AsiWsiets 
and  bills  against  your  deparUaeivX.,  ^om  ^^d^5i(|ps,  %^^^^^  ^wii^^  w^'si 
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all.     As  you  have  already  excee^jd  this,  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will 
furnish  me  with  your  estimate  now. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  your  voucher  should  be  given  me  for  * 
expenditures,  your  pay-roU  of  teamsters,  &c.,  before  the  train  leaves 
on  Saturday  next* 

You  will  therefore  oblige  me  by  furnishing  them,  toffether  \rtth  your 
account-current  since  your  appointment.  I  asked  this  of  Mr.  Shel- 
don, which  he  promised  to  give  me.     I  enclose  you  Childers's  bill. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT,  . 

Conmissianer.     "^ 
Mr.  James  Mter, 

Quartermaster* 


QuARTERMASTER^S  DEPARTMENT  U.  S.  &  M.  B.  C, 

Socorro^  Texasy  February  8, 1861. 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  3d  instant, requesting  me  to  give  the  state- 
ment of  the  objecta^br  my  various  expenditures  in  this  departments  and 
requiring  a  requisition  for  the  funds  that  may  be  wanted,  was  duly 
received.  ^  . 

To  explain  the  disbursements  prior  to  this  date,  permit  me  to  refer 
you  to  the  abstracts  and  vouchers  of  mine  in  your  possession  by  die 
reception  of  this. 

I  shall  require  for  the  disbursements  of  this  department  up  to  the  Ist 
of  March  next  (besides  the  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars,  balance 
due  on  the  receipt  for  $4,000,  of  27th  ultimo)  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars ;  which  amount  does  not  include  rent  of  houses  at 
San  EUzario— there  being  no  memorandum  of  their  occupation  or  dis- 
occupation  in  this  oflSce,  not  having  been  rented  or  known  by  the  * 
quartermaster's  department. 

The  expenses  of  the  department  at  present  will  average  about  $110 
per  day  ;  but  when  the  commission  win  be  moving  above,  it  will  neces- 
sarily reach  near  to  $150  per  day. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MYER, 
Quartermaster  U.  S.  and  M.  Boundary  Commission. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

United  States  Commissioner^  El  I^aso. 


Quartbrmast^'s  Office,  U.  S.  &  M.  B.  C, 

fSocorroy  texasy  February  4,  1851. 

Sir:  Yours  of  yesterday's  date  was  this  moment  handed  me.  Mr. 
Sheldon  is  not  at  home,  he  being  in  pursuit  of  "Young,"  the  man  that 
killed  Mr.  Cl^ke,  in  company  with  Captain  Barry  and  Mr.  Morehead. 
I  look  for  his  return  this  evening  or  dunng  the  day. 

Mr.  Daguerre's  draft,  presented  by  him,  is  for  grass  furnished  me 
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for  the  public  animals.  I  recollect  pfhen  you  were  here,  which  was 
about  the  5th  or  6th  of  January,  I  think  I  told  you  that  the  wants  of 
4k  department  at  that  time  would  require  from  $6,000  to  S7,000  in 
funds ;  now  near  one  month  has  elapsed,  and  consequently  the  expend- 
itures have  increased  also.  As  soon  as  possible  I  will  make  up  and 
furnish  you  with  a  full  statement  of  all  accounts  as  you  have  wished, 
and  require. 

I  shall  be  compelled  to  give  other  drafts  on  you  to  meet  expenditures 

in  this  department,  as  I  have  no  available  means  in  my  bands  other- 

^vise.    As  soon  as  Mr.  S.  returns,  your  wishes  in  every  respect  shall  be 

'^onxplied  with,  asking  only  a  reasonable  time  to  make  up  the  accounts 

and  estimates.    I  have  been  myself  to  work  for  some  days  past  at  the 

accounts. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MYER, 
Quartermaster  U.  S.  if  M.  Boundary  Commission, 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlbtt, 

United  States  Commissioner^ 

i 


Mexican  Boundary  CoiImissiox, 

El  Paso,  February  10,  1851. 

Sir:  Li  order  to  lessen  the  very  heavy  expense  incurred  in  keeping 
our  mules  and  cattle  at  Socorro,  where  the  ^ass  is  poor  and  very 
limited,  I  have  determined  to  remove  our  provisions  ana  other  stores, 
necessary  for  the  surveying  and  exploring  parties,  to  the  Copper  Mines 
near  the  Gila,  together  with  the  mules  and  oxen  not  required  by  the 

Earties  near  this  place.  With  this  view  I  have  to  request  that  you  will 
ave  in  readiness,  by  the  beginning  of  next  week,  the  ox-carts  and  six 
or  eight  mule  teams.  These  I  propose  to  fill  with  our  provisions, 
ba^age,  camp  equipage,  &c.  ^ 

Dr.  Webb,  who  visited  the  Copper  Mines  at  my  request,  to^iscertain 
the  capabiUties  of  the  place  as  to  grass,  water,  wood,  timber,  &c.,  has 
reported  favorably ;  and  I  think  it  will  be  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the 
commission  to  have  as  much  appertaining  to  your  department  there  as 
possible. 

With  regard  to  the  wall-tents  drawn  for  me  at  San^ntonio,  Mr. 
Whipjile  iiSbrms  me  that  he  has  jpeceived  but  one  from  you,  and  that 
without  the  "fly."  There  remains,  therefore,  three  more  wall-tents, 
complete  with  dte,  poles,  pitts,  &c.  Mr.  Whipple  thinks  Mr.  Cham- 
berlin  took  charge  of  them.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  look  them 
up  and  send  me  the  two  before  alluded  to,  as  I  am  entirely  unprovided  ? 
Mr.  Chandler  is  about  entering  the  field,  to  carry  on  some  surveys 
between  San  Elizario  and  the  observatory  at  Frontera,  and  will  require 
aid  from  your  department.  You  will  please  furnish  him  wit^ny  facil- 
ities he  may  require,  w  _ 

Yours,  respect&lly, 

■     JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Qmmissioj^* 

jAJims  MvER,  Esq., 

Quartermaster,  8fc«    ^ 
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Quartbrmastbr's  Department,  U.  S.  &;  M.  B.  C, 

SocarrOf  Texas^  Febfuary  10,  1851. 

Sir:  I  have  been  unable,  from  the  press  of  business  in  this  depart- 
ment attendant  upon  the  arrival  of  the  ox-train,  the  discharging  of 
teamsters,  and  other  important  matters,  to  give  that  immediate  atten- 
tion to  the  charges  preferred  against  me  by  Captain  McClellan,  brevet 
lieutenant  colonel  toDographical  corps,  and  transmitted  to  me  by  your 
direction,  as,  under  the  circumstances,  should  have  been  given  to  thei^^  * 
At  present,  I  am  only  permitted  to  say  that  I  am  ready  and  desirous 
of  an  immediate  investigation  of  the  same,  either  by  a  court  of  inquiry 
or  otherwise,  as  may  be  deemed  most  advantageous  for  the  interest  of 
the  government,  holding  myself  in  readiness  to  disprove  the  same. 

Knowing  their  untruthfulness,  and  the  spirit  which  prompted  them,     ^ 
I  am  still  more  anxious  foi*  an  investigation,  and  at  as  early  a  period  as 
may  be  deemed  proper  and  convenient. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  f 

JAMES  MYER, 
Quartemuuter  U.  S.  if  M*  Boundary  Commission. 

Hon.  JoHK  R.  Bartlbtt,  « 

Ukitei  States  Commisiumer. 


tr 


^\     " 


t 


■a 
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Correspondence  between  Brevet  Lieut,  Col,  J,  McClcUany  chief  astronomeTf 
S(c,y  and  James  Myer^  quartennaster  of  the  Mexican  boundary  commistianj 
on  the  march  from  San  Antonio  to  El  PasOy  in  relation  to  charges  made 
by  Colonel  McCleUan  against  Mr,  Myer* 

Quartermaster's  Office  U.  S.  and  M.  B.  C^ 

Camp  on  the  San  Felippe^  Texcuj  October  31,  1850. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  consequenoe  of  the 
sore  condition  of  the  oxen,  they  being  very  tender-footed  and  much 
fatigued,  it  will  be  necessary  for  them  to  remain  over  a  day  or  two  at 
this  place  previous  to  moving  forward  to  the  last  crossing  at  the  Devil's 
river,  distant  from  here  sixty-seven  miles. 

The  grazing  at  the  various  encampments  we  shall  make  between 
this  and  the  second  crossing  on  Devil's  river,  forly-six  miles  distant, 
is  v|jrjr  bad,  and  the  road  of  a  rough  character*  Prudence  as  well  as 
experience  will  suggest  that  they  be  again  rested  for  a  day  or  two  at 
this  place. 

It  al$o  becomes  necqpsary  to  make  an  exchange  of  loading,  by 

J)l^cing  some  bales  and  boxes  of  ^oods  that  are  liable  to  be  damaged 
rom  rain  into  the  ox  wagons,  which  have  good  and  secure  covers,  and  ' 
removing  from  thence  some  barrels  of  pork  and  such  portion  of  the 
heavy  freight  of  the  conmiission  as  will  not  be  likely  to  receive  injury 
from  dampness,  &c. 

I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  ox  teams — a  very  important  part 
of  the  means  of  transportation  at  our  command-— upon  the  care  and 
saftty  of  which  our  safe  arrival  at  £1  Paso  is  mostly  dependant. 

It  is  impossible,  and  cannot  be  expected,  that  oxen  will  mofie  with 
heavily-loaded  wagons  as  rapidly  as  mules,  or  perform  the  service  re- 
,  quired  of  them  without  resting  one  day  in  every  four  or  five.  Should 
they  fail,  our  distance  from  the  settleftients  wiU  render  it  impossible  to 
supply  thdr  places,  without  delaying  the  movements  of  the  ei|peditioQ 
and  hazarding  its  success.  We  have  as  yet  but  commenced  oui-  journey 
to  £1  Psifio— a  distance  from  this  plafee  of  about  five  hundred'^and 
seventy  miles — and  it  becomes  absolutely  necessary  that  the  trains  be 
moved  in  such  a  manner  as  will  not  break  down  the  animals  and  render 
them  useless. 

Requesting  your  early  attentiqp  to  the  foregoing,  I  remain,  your 
obedient  servant,  ;  ^ 

JAMES  MYBR, 
.  "^  Quartsrmaster  U.  S,  and  M.  B.  S.  ^ 

Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  McClellan,  4^.,  4^.>  ^.  ^^       , 

-^  ^-V 

Paintex^  Caves,  T^XAsf^. 

Camp  U.  S,  and  M,  B,  C,  November  i,  1850.  » 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  toVespectfullv  protest  ^gainst  th^moyement 
of  the  traifi  and  public  animals  from  tne  usual  place  of  epcampment 
connected  with  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Craig,  whicbf. 
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change  of  ground  has  placed  in  an  insecure  position  the  property  of 
the  commission  in  my  charge,  and  for  which  I  alone  am  responsible ; 
and  had  I  not  haye  nad  eyery  reason  to  belieye  that  I  would  haye 
been  forced  to  moye  the  train,  by  the  mihtary  command  of  Colonel 
Craig,  I  could  not  haye  permitted  it  to  haye  been  thus  moyed  to  this 
encampment.  An  we  are  now  with  the  tcagons  pcicked  under  your  direo 
tionsj  and  being  distant  a  full  half  mile  from  the  encampment  of  the  escort f 
we  are  deprived  of  its  immediate  protection. 

The  pubUc  animals  are  not  sufficiently  protected  by  the  change  in 
the  arrangement,  and  I  cannot  hold  myself  responsible  beyond  the 
means  witTiin  my  command. 

Asking  your  early  attention,  I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
seryant, 

JAMES  MYER, 
Quartermaster  U.  8.  and  M.  B.  C 

Breyet  Lieut.  Col.  J.  McClellan, 

Chief  of  Astronomical  Corps. 


Painted  Caves,  Texas, 
Camp  of  U.  S.  and  M,  Boundary  Commission. 

Sir:  I  haye  just  receiyed  your  note  of  this  eyening  protesting 
against  my  order  that  the  train  of  the  commission  be  moved  to  the 
position  selected  by  me  for  its  encampment  to-night,  and  giving  as 
your  reason  for  the  protest  that  you  are  responsible  for  the  public 
property  in  the  traiq. 

I  knbiv  not  how  you  became  thus  responsible;  but  of  this  I  am  con- 
vinced— that  I  am  responsible  for  the  whole  command,  inchiding  the 
train;  and  I  know  that  no  responsibility  you  suppose  yourself  to  be 
under  can  excuse  disobedience  of  orders,  p(  which  you  have  been^ 
guilty  twice  in  the  last  three  days. 

I  am^  very  respectfully,  youriobedient  servant, 

J.  McCLELLAN, 
Brevet  Lieut.  CoLj  Captain  T.  JEJ. 
•  James  MyeI,  Esq., 

Quartermaster  M.  B.  C» 


Quartermaster's  Office  U.  S.  and  M.  B.  C, 

Painted  Cave^  Texas^  November  1,  1850. 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  this  evening,  in  answer  to  my  protest  against  the 
exposure  of  the  anunals  and  property  of  the  commission,  has  been 
duly  received.  * 

Li  reply  I  Vill  state,  for  your  better  information,  relative  to  the 
amount  and  extent  of  any  responsibihty,  ahdi  the  source  from  whenc 
it  is  derived,  that  iny  bonds  are  now  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Secrr 
tary  of  the  Interior;  and  by  my  oath  of  office,  as  the  quartermaster 
this  commission,  I  am  compelled  to  render  faithful  account  < 
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moneys  and  property  placed  in  my  hands,  and  to  see  that  the  public 
service  does  not  sufl^r  by  a  careless  administration  of  the  department 
intrusted  to  me. 

Your  experience,  as  well  as  my  own,  will  prove  that  in  case  of  loss 
or  injury  of  public  property  the  government  only  looks  to  the  proper  ao- 
counting  officer,  or  to  his  securities,  for  a  reimbursement,  unless  there 
be  full  and  proper  certificates  or  responsible  orders  to  support  and  ex- 
plain such  loss  or  injury  to  the  public  interest. 

I  am  not  awiare  of  any  other  person  having  given  bonds  to  the  gov- 
ernment for  the  performance  of  the  quartermaster's  duties,  or  the 
security  of  such  property  as  is  generally  intrusted  to  his  care,  besides 
myself. 

You  will  readily  perceive,  then,  how  improper  it  would  be  for  me  to 
allow  that  part  of  the  public  interest  intrusted  to  my  care  to  be  hazard- 
ed in  any  manner,  either  to  my  own  injury  or  to  the  injury  of  the 
government,  without  using  all  the  means  in  my  power,  and,  as  a  last 
resort,  recording  my  dissent  to  such  proceedings  as  must  prove  injurious. 
In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  further  and  more  recent 
authority  (a  copy)  ann^ced  hereto,  which  covers  all  the  ground  in 
question,  and  wnich  authority  shall  guide  me  in  my  future  efforts  to 
protect  myself,  as  well  as  those  interests  with  which  I  am  intrusted. 

Annexed  please  find  special  instructions  from  the  honorable  com- 
missioner, John  R.  Bartlett,  esq.,  relative  to  a  portion  of  my  duties,  as 
they  might  present  themselves  on  the  march  from  San  Antonio  to 
£1  Faso. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  arTER, 
Quartermaster  U.  S.  and  Mexican  Boundary  Commimon. 

Brevet  Lt.  Col.  J.  McClellax, 

Chief  of  A/itrotumical  Corps. 


U.  *S.  AND  Mexican  ^Boundary  CoMMisfflbx,   * 
San  Antonio^  TexcLs^  October  10,  1850. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  fully  authorized  to  make  the  ariangements  you 
may  deem  proper  and  necessjfry  lor  tj^e  complete  organization  of  the 
quartermaster's  department. 

It  is  desirable  and  all-important  tliat  the  wagons  and  ai^als  should 
be  in  proper  order  before  leaving^this  place,  and,  when  in  relidiness,you 
will  report  the  same  to  Col.  Craig,  and  likewise  to  Col.  McClellan. 

The  train,  and  all  persons  and  things  appertaining  to  your^epart- 
ment,  will  remain  under  your  own  personal  superintenddRe  and 
direction ;  each  dai/s  march  to  be  regulated  (tSyou  may  judge  mostadran' 
tugeous  for  the  public  service^  taking  particular  care  that^be  animals  are 
not  taxed  beyond  their  strength.  -  ^ 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.^BARTLETT, 
'  ^  '      Co9fmissioner* 

James  Myer,  Esq.,  Quartermaster. 
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Camp  at  thb  Second  Crossing  of  San  Pedro, 

November  2,  1850. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  long  and  unexpected  march 
of  yesterday  brought  the  mules  of  the  train  into  camp  much  jaded, 
and  some  of  them  are  broken  down  entirely ;  that  it  is  indispensable 
for  the  future  safety  and  advance  of  the  train  that  the  lading  of  the 
wagons  be  reduced  some  three  or  four  thousand  pounds. 

The  object  of  the  change  of  lading  in  the  ox  and  mule  trains,  at  San 
Antonio,  was  to  render  the  wagons,  moving  in  the  advance  with  the 
escort,  as  light  as  possible.  Previous  to  this  change  the  freight  in  the 
wagons  was  quite  sufficient  for  the  strength  of  tne  animals  without 
any  further  addition  of  seven  or  eight  thousand  pounds,  which  was  the 
result  of  the  alteration  proposed. 

There  were  two  things  which  tended  to  keep  us  from  carrying  out 
the  first  intention.  First,  the  very  small  amount  of  freight  permitted 
to  be  taken  from  the  mule  train,  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  or  two 
thousand  pounds.    Second,  the  large  amount  mentioned  above,  com- 

Eosed  of  torage  for  the  public  animals  and  thirty  days'  rations  for  one 
undred  and  twenty-five  men,  which  was  made  to  overload  the  wagons, 
as  we  find  them  at  present.  While  the  mule  train  has  been  thus  over- 
loacfed,  the  ox  train  in  the  rear  is  capable  of  carrying  from  four  to  five 
thousand  pounds  of  fi-eight  more  than  it  has  at  present;  and  this  is  the 
result  of  circumstances  over  which  I  have  not  been  permitted  to  have 
a  just  and  fair  control. 

I  would  now  respectfully  ask  that  proper  orders  be  immediately 
issued  for  the  taking  out  of  the  mule  train  the  proper  amount  of  trans- 
portation  necessary  for  theriightening  of  the  wagons,  and  leaving  the 
same  at  this  place,  to  be  taken  up  by  the  ox  train,  which  will  arrive 
here  to-morrow  morning. 

Conceiving  this  to  be  the  only  plan  which  will  insure  our  safe  ar- 
rival at  £1  Paso  in  the  desired  time,  and  asking  your  immediate  atten- 
tion, I  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MYER, 
QuanermoBter  (7.  S.  and  M.  B»  C. 

Brevet  Lt.  Col.  J.  McClellan, 

Chief  of  Astronomical  Oorps  lf»  S.  and  M.  B.  C. 


%  Camp  Rusk,  Second  Crossing  op  San  Pedro, 

November  3,  1850. 

Sir  :  On  account  of  ill  health.  Colonel  McClellan  has  requested  me 
.  to  reply  to  your  communication  of  tl|e  2d  instant. 

He  has  as  great  a  desire  as  yourself  that  the  teams  should  not  be 
too  heavily  loa^^cd ;  the  average  weight  for  fifteen  wagons,  as  estima- 
ted by  a  competent  person,  is  now  less  than  1,400  pounds  each ;  but 
it  is  aecided  to  leave  ten  of  the  members  of  the  commission  as  an 
escort  for  the  ox  train,  conducted  hy  Mr.  Weightman.  Their  personal 
baggage,  tents,  and  subsistence  for  twenty-seven  days,  will  probably 
vacate  one  wagon. 
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You  will  then  please  cause  the  remainder  of  the  baggage,  subsist- 
ence, and  forage,  to  be  distributed,  as  nearly  equally  as  possible, 
among  the  baggage-wagons.  It  is  hoped  that  this  reduction  will  be 
satisfactory  to  you,  and  answer  the  proposed  end. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
Lieut*  U.  S.  Topographical  Engineeru 

Mr.  Jambs  Mter, 

Quartermaster. 


Camp  Rusk,  Second  Crossing  op  San  Pedro, 
JJ.  S.  and  M.  Boundary  Commission^  November  3,  1 850. 

Sir:  After  my  communication  of  this  same  date,  handed  you  this 
morning,  I  am  surprised  at  the  character  of  the  reply  to  the  same  by 
your  authorization  and  in  consequence  of  your  illness.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  estimate  of  1,400  pounds  to  each  of  my  wagons,  by  **  compe- 
tent persons,"  I  must  state  that  my  own  judgment  will  not  permit  me 
to  receive  the  estimate  of  any  persons  unknown  to  myself,  especially 
as  the  examination  was  made  by  them  without  a  proper  knowledge  of 
the  contents;  and  it  is  deemed  that  anyt^ng  of  so  much  importance 
in  connexion  with  my  department  should  have  receiv^  my  own  per- 
sonal attention,  if  properly  informed  of  the  fact  in  time. 

Referring  you  to  my  letter  of  this  date,  the  estimate  you  will  find 
therein  is  that  which  still  governs  me  in  my  opinions  set  forth  relative 
tcr  the  transportatioi!i ;  and  I  will  add,  that  Aould  the  train  move  tfbm 
here  without  a  further  change  than  the  limited  one  alluded  to,  it  must 
be  without  my  consent  and  contrary,  in  my  opinion,  lo  the  interest  of 
the  commission. 

■  There  are  but  eleven  wagons  for  the  transportation  of  forage,  pro- 
visions, and  the  baggage  of  about  one  hundred  or  more  men,  while 
four  wagons  are 'appropriated  for  the  transportation  of  the  astronomical 
instruments,  one  for  the  surgeon  and  medical  department,  one  ambu- 
^  lance  and  one  wagon  for  yourself,  and  one  wagon  for  Lieutenant 
Whipple,  which  gives  you  .%.  full  statement  of  nineteen  wagons  and  . 
ambulances  that  constitute  thb  full  amount  of  the  means  of  transporta- 
tion in  the  mule  train  now  under  my  charge. 

'I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MYER, 
Quartermaster  U.  S.  mid  M.  J5.  C.  * 

Bvt.  Lt.  Col.  McClellan, 

Chief  of  Astronomical  €ldrps. 


m 


Camp  Rusk,  November  4, 1850. 

Slit :  Your  communication  to  Colonel  McClellan,  dated  November 
3,  is  this  morning  received.  The  Colonel  continues  too  ill  for  the 
transaction  of  busmeas,  and  has  rec^uested  me  to  answer  your  letter. 
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A  reduction  of  the  baggage  further  than  was  indicated  in  my  reply  of 
yesterday,  cannot  be  made.  You  will  therefore  please  at  once  attend 
lo  the  proper  distribution  of  the  loads,  and  be  ready  to  proceed  upon 
our  journey  early  this  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
Lieta.  U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers. 
Mr.  Myer,  Quartermattert  ^. 


Camp  on  River  San  Pedro, 

Morning  of  November  6,  1S60» 

Sir:  On  account  of  t%e  extreme  illness  of  Colonel  McClellan,  it  is 
necessary  that  we  should  remain  here  to-day. 

Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  give  directions  to  that  effect  lo  those  in 
your  department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  .WHIPPLE, 
LieuU  U.  S»  Topographical  Engineers* 
Mr.  MvER,  Quartermaster^  ^* 


San  Eliazario,  December  27,  1850. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  prevented,  by  ill  health  and  the  fatigiie  of  the  te- 
tijkis  march  just  termiAted  by  the  train  of  boundary  commission 
along  the  southern  route  from  San  Antonio,  from  making  an  official  re* 
port  tp  you  of  the  misconduct  of  Quartermaster  Myer,  of  the  commis- 
sicpV   - . 

I  now  submit  to  you  the  foUofiing  statement  to  that  effect : 

1st.  At  the  end  of  the  first  day's  march  from  San  Antonio — ^viz :  at 
Leon,  about. (8)  eight  miles  from  the  former  place — ^I  found  that  our 
train  was  nearly  destitute  of  forage,  the  quartermaster  absenti 
and  I  was  informed  that  two  hundred  and  fifty  bundles  offodder  had 
been  procured  for  the  train.  This  infox^natipn  I  received  from  the  first 
wagon-master,  who  then  returned  to  San  Antonio  for  the  night. 

This  quantity  was  utterly  insufficient  for  a  train  consisting  of  at  least 
one  hundred  and  fifty  animals,  on  a  march  and  without  pasture.  This 
neglect  of  duty  was  unpardonable  at  the  commencement  of  a  march' 
80  difficult  and  tedious  as  that  referred  to. 

2d.  At  the  commencement  of  the  march  fiom  Indianola,  in  order  to 
secure  the  instruments  from  injury  as  much  as  possible,  I  placed  the 
^  ambulances  and  wagons  containing  them  in  the  advance,  that  they  might 
be  the  first  to  pass  places  that  would  be  rendered  more  difficult  for 
passage  by  the  previous  transit  of  the  heavily-loaded  wagons  of  the 
train.  On  reaching  Zorquette,  (or  Zoquette  or  Muddy  Creek,  as  va- 
riously denominated,)  having  been,informed  that  it  was  a  boggy  cross- 
ing, I  drove  to  the  point  of  airection  followed  by  the  government  train 
under  Lieutenant  Cfolonel  Craig,  and  found  that  after  one-half  of  that 
train  had  passed  over,  one  of  the  teams  bog^g^d  ^o  d&^^^^^  ^s^Ssrs^ 
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were  unable  to  draw  the  wagon  out,  I  then  directed  Mr.  Barker,  our 
guide,  who  had  so  lately  previous  to  this  passed  over  the  whole  route 
irom  £1  Paso,  to  find  another  crossing,  which  he  did  immediately,  and 
I  directed  the  leading  instrument  team  to  follow  me ;  before  it  reached 
this  point,  I  had  directed  it  to  several  teams  of  the  commission  crossing 
it  without  difficulty,  Mr.  Quartermaster  Myer  countermanded  my 
order,  directing  the  instrument  and  those  teams  not  then  on  the  stream 
or  creek  to  follow  him ;  and  with  muoli  difficulty,  after  the  rendering 
additional  assistance  to  teams  under  his  guidance,  he  at  last  succeeded 
in  having  them  drawn  through  a  double  water  crossing  near,  and  partly 
in  the  muddy  course  taken  by  the  United  States  train  under  Colonel 
Craig :  thus  placing  the  instruments  in  great  danger,  and  at  the  same 
time  acting  m  disobedience  to  the  order  of  his  superior  and  conmiand- 
ing  officer. 

3d.  On  the  march  which  brought  us  to  "  Painted  Caves,"  T  passed 
ahead  of  both  trains,  and  examined  the  whole  ground  on  which  we 
should  encamp,  then  near  dusk,  and  selected  for  the  boundary  com- 
mission train  a  spot  west  of  second  crossing  of  Devil's  river,  clear  of 
rocks,  and  near  the  entrance  to  a  flat  on  the  bank  of  the  stream,  where 
was  fine  grass,  on  which  the  mules  could  have  grazed  with  perfect  se- 
curity. After  that  the  trains  had  arrived,  and  Colonel  Craig's  nearly 
parked,  I  sent  to  ascertain  what  prevented  the  train  of  th^  commis- 
sion from  encamping  on  the  grouna  I  had  selected  and  directed  for  it ; 
to  which  it  was  rephed  from  the  quartermaster,  "  it  was  going  to  camp 
with  Col.  Craig's  train."  ^  I  immediately  sent .  an  order  to  Mr.  Myer, 
quartermaster,  to  move  the  train  of  the  United  States  boundary  com-  9 
mission  to  the  ground  as  directed  by  me,  if[)on  which  he  perempArily  ^ 
refused  to  obey  the  order.  I  then  directed  Col.  Craig  to  use  the  force 
under  his  command  to  compel  Mr.  My«r  to  move  to  the  position  indi- 
cated by  me,  which  he  was  then  forced  to  do;  but  after  yiehling  t>  the 
force  used  under  command  of  Col.  Craig,  and  not  to  my  orders,  thus 
declaring  his  determination  to  persist  in  resistance  to  my  authority,  he 
enclosed  for  justification  of  the  course  pursued  by  hin|»  a  copy  of  his 
instructions  from  you,  dated  at  San  Antonio,  October  10,  1850.  giving 
to  him  the  sole  direction  and  order  of  the  train,  and  of  all  perJRis  con-  * 
nected  with  it,  with  the  rfegulation  of  the  daily  marches,  &c.  To  this 
neither  Col.  Craig  nor  I  could  for  an  instant  submit  to.  1  was  respon- 
sible for  the  daily  march,  and  Mr.  Quartermaster  Myer  for  the  public 
Eroperty.  In  case  of  the  destruction  or  loss  of  any  part  of  it,  he  had 
is  remedy,  viz :  a  board  of  survey  being  appointed  to  examine  iiuo 
attending  circumstances,  and  finding  that  the  quarternmster  had  taken 
every  proper  means  to  prevent  such  loss  or  destruction,  he  must,  from 
their  report  in  accordance  with  same,  be  relieved  fix)m  such  a  respon^ 
sibility.  But  I  have  yet  to  learn  by  what  authority  such  a  volition  an^ 
ordinance  can  be  circulated,  that  can  appoint  an  inferior  to  colEhmand  a 
superior  officer.  •  ^^ 

The  distance  between  the  trains  was  one  thousand  vm^s,  as  rdv 

halP 


tported  to  me  by  Mr.  Bull,  who  measured  it  on  his  survey,  wfa  not 
a  mile,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Myer ;  but  it  is  not  ^QJI^i'*  Myer  to  conmlain 
o^e  insecurity  of  the  animals,  &c.    When  at  ^np  in  Wild-rose  Fa$s«| 
be  (Mr.  Myer)  parked  the  train  at  least  tluree-feurths  of  a  mile  froor 
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Col.  Craig's.  And  in  addition  to  this  charge,  that  he,  Mr.  Quartermas- 
ter Myer,  did  at  the  same  encamping-ground,  viz :  **  Painted  Caves," 
previous  to  submitting  to  the  force  employed  by  Col.  Craig,  endeavor 
to  stir  up  a  spirit  of  insubordination  and  opposition  among;  teamsters 
and  others,  with  the  manifest  object  of  procuring  physical  resistance 
to  the  standing  orders  given  by  a  superior  officer;  and  thus,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  charge  of  personal  disobedience,  did  he  endeavor  to  create  , 
sedition  and  mutiny,  wnich  but  for  the  superior  strength  of  Col.  Craig, 
tended  to  endanger  life  among  the  memoers  and  safety  to  the  pro- 
perty of  the  United  States  boundary  commission. 

4th.  That  on  the  march,  and  when  encamped  near  the  river  Nueces, 
a  quantity  of  stores,  &c.,  were  taken  out  of  the  ox-team  by  Mr.  Myers, 
and  under  his  direction,  and  sent  from  it  in  a  team.     Whether  the  pro- 

Serty  was  pubUc  or  private,  it  is  reprehensible ;  beii^  in  the  latter  a 
efrauding  the  government  to  convert  into  private  purpose,  use  or  ben- 
efit, the  means  of  transportation  afforded  only  for  the  benefit  of  certain 
proposed  national  objects  and  public  interests,  as  in  case  of  this  United 
States  and  Mexican  boundary  commission. 

6th.  That  after  the  enormous  expenditure  incurred  at  San  Antonio 
for  forage,  as  shown  by  the  commissioner's  (the  Hon.  J.  R.  Bartlett) 
letters  from  Fredericksburg,  on  north  route,  and  enclosing  drafts  with 
instructions,  and  the  warnings  by  many  at  San  Antonio,  as  to  the  burnt 
state  of  the  pasture  from  thence  to  El  Paso,  he,  Mr.  Quartermaster 
Myer,  did  not  supply  the  working-animals  throughout  the  entire  time, 
when  com  formed  an  item  in  transportation,  with  a  sufficiency,  or 
according  to  quantity  issued  in  government  trains ;  and  that,  though  so 
far  short  of  said  proportion  of  forage  foF  less  than  one-fourth  the  dis- 
tance, the  animals  had  to  depend  for  the  remaining  length  of  the  way  upon 
natural  resources,  which  were  either  destroyed  by  fire,  or  quite  unable 
to  support  them  for  the  march ;  and  that  he,  Mr.  Quartermaster  Myer, 
thus  increased  an  enormous  public  expenditure,  by  consequent  delay, 
to  the  advance  of  the  train. 

I  am,  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McCLELLAN, 
Brevep- Lieut.  CoL^  Captain  T.  E. 
J.  R.  Bartlett, 

Cammmumer. 

Sixth  (6th)  charge : 

Foi^  that  he,  Mr.  Quartermaster  Myer,  did  issue  or  cause  to  be  issued 
fi-om  the  quartermaster's  office  at  Socorro,  consequent  upon  the  arrival 
of  the  train  at  said  place,  and  upon  the  fulfilment  of  the  contract 
made  at  San  Antonio  between  the  teamsters  and  him,  Mr.  Quarter- 
master Myer,  checks  or  drafts,  or  orders,  in  payment  or  part  payment 
of  wages  due  by  said  contract,  not  payable  at  any  specie-paying  bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  as  directly  contrary  to,  and  in  disobedience  of  the 
xpress  order  and  reqillrepeBts  of  the  gpvemment  treasury  laws,  viz : 
J'hat  men  engaged  for  and  in  service^onnected  with  the  United  States, 

St,  on  completion  of  said  service  rendered,  receive  therefor  payment  in      I 
^%^  current  coin  of  the  country,  or  by  drafts  payable  at  a  specie^paying 
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bank,  in  the  United  States;  or  in  ^efault  thereof,  the  drawer,  issuer  or 
endorser  be  subject  to  the  penalty  awarded. 

J.  McCLELLAN, 
Brevet  Lieut.  Col.f  Captain  T.  E* 


From  information  I  have  received,  I  am  induced  also  respectfully 
to  suggest  that  a  board  of  survey  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  one  officer 
and  two  mechanics,  to  examine  the  number  and  condition  of  the 
harness,  saddles,  bridles,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  commission ;  to  ascer- 
tain the  number  and  quantity  on  hand  at  this  time,  and  whether  they 
are  the  same,  with  which  the  expedition  started  from  Indianola,  Texas. 

I  would  suggest  the  name  of  Mr.  Shackleford  (he  having  made  the 
harness,  saddles,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  commission)  as  the  most  import- 
ant person  to  be  placed  on  the  bpard. 

J.  RIcCLELLAN, 
Brevet  LietU,  Colondy  Captain  Top.  Enginecru 


San  Elizario,  Texas, 

December  31,  1850. 

Sir:  I  am  under  the  impression  that  in  my  report  to  you  of  the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Myer,  the  quartermaster,  I  stated  the  distance  between  the 
J  camp  of  Colonel  Craig  and  of  the  commissioner's  tripiin  as  being  one 
thousand  yards.     If  I  did  so,  \^  is  wrong ;  it  was  one  thousand  feet  by  Mr. 
Bull's  measurement. 

I  find,  on  reading  my  copy  of  the  report  above  alluded  to,  that  I 
omitted  to  recall  to  your  recollection  a  blank  voucher  of  Mr.  Myer, 
found  by  me  at  Victoria,  with  a  large  number  of  others,  with  the 
receipt  signed,  and  on  which  accounts  any  amount  could  be  made 
out  and  paid  bv  government,  when  it  had  not  the  benefit  or  use  of  a 
single  article  charged  fbr^ 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McCLELLAN, 
Brevet  Lieut.  Colonel^  Captain  Top.  Engineers. 
John  R.  Bartlett, 

Commissioner^  Ifc.^  El  Paso. 

r 

Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  PasOy  January  6,  1851. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  beg  leave  to  hand  you  a  copy  of  sundry  charges 
preferred  against  you  by  Brevet  Lieutenant  ColonelJ.  McClellan,  late 
chief  astronomer,  &c.,  of  the  boundary  conynfesion,  to  which  I  wish 
call  yolir  early  attention.  •  ,  '     ; 

In  a  subsequent  letter.  Colonel  McClellan  calls  to  my  recollc 
the  circumstance  of  a  blank  voucher  of  yours,  which  h^isnowed  to"^ 
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and  which  he  says  he  "found  at  Victoria,  with  a  large  number  of 
others,  with  the  receipt  signed,  and  on  which  accounts  any  amount 
could  be  made  out  and  paid  by  government,  when  it  haa  not  the 
benefit  of  a  single  article  charged  for." 

I  shall  be  glad  to  have  an  explanation  of  this  matter  from  you. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner* 
James  Myer,  Esq., 

Quartermaster  M.  B.  C,  Socorro^  Texas. 


'  Mexican  Boundary  Commission, 

El  Pa^Of  January  6,  1851. 

Sir  :  As  regards  the  blank  voucher  of  Mr.  Quartermaster  Myer, 
alluded  to  in  your  note  of  the  31st  ult.,  with  the  receipt  signed,  if  you 
think  there  is  sufficient  grounds  for  a  charge  against  him,  it  hes  entirely 
with  you  to  make  the  charge;  and  if  you  will  furnish  me  with  evidence 
in  relation  to  this  or  any  other  vouchers  of  the  quartermaster,  it  shall 
receive  attention. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT, 

Commissioner. 
Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  McClellan, 

(7.  S.  Top.  Engineers^  4^.,  San  Elizario. 


Quartermaster's  Department, 

Socorroj  Texas^  January  22,  1851. 

Sir  :  Your  favor  of  the  6th  inst.,  with  charges  of  Colonel  McClellan, 
late  chief  of  the  astronomical  corps  of  the  boundary  commission,  was 
received  on  the  18th  inst.,  and  but  for  the  press  of  business  in  the  de- 
partment, should  have  received  an  earUer  reply. 

Relative  to  the  charges  embodied  in  the  copy  of  Colonel  McC.'s 
paper,  they  shall  receive  the  earhest  aftention.  lu  reference  to  the 
strangely  isolated  charge  or  innuendo  made  in  the  extract  from  Colonel 
McClellan's  letter,  it  could  not  be  noticed  at  all  in  its  present  form, 
except  in  consideration  and  respect  for  the  high  source  through  which 
it  reached  me. 

About  the  blank  voucher,  "  found  at  Victoria  with  a  large  number  of 
others,"  I  know  nothing;  if  any  original  one  can  be  shown  to  be  my 
property,  there  will  then  be  some  data  for  the  basis  of  any  inquiry  it 
may  be  deemed  necessary  to  institute,  and  I  shall  be  most  happy  and 
ready  to  meet  any  charge  presented. 

I  am  well  aware  that  my  private  apartment  and  office  while  at  Vic- 
una (at  which  place  the  voucher  is  said  to  have  been  found)  was  open 
at  all  hours  for  the  transaction  of  pubhc  business;  and  it  is  believed, 
<&a  good  authority,  that  there  then  existed  a  strong  desire  on  the  part  of 
Colonel  McClellan  not  only  to  embarrass  and  find  charges  against  the 
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department,  but  likewise  against  others  attached  to  the  commission;  for 
what  purpose  I  cannot  say,  but  will  leave  the  inference  to  be  made  by 
those  who  have  been  observant  and  cognizant  of  his  various  acts. 

If  this  commission  is  a  miUtary  one,  and  to  be  governed  by  militaiy 
laws,  as  Colonel  McClellan  would  seem  desirous  to  have  it,  it  is  very 
strange  that  he  should  have  departed  so  far  from  the  "regulations  of 
the  army"  as  to  act  in  direct  violation  of  one  of  the  most  important  ar- 
ticles therein,  viz:  upon  charges,  &c.,  which  distinctly  states  to  this 
effect :  That  no  facts  shall  be  gathered  and  held  in  reserve  as  subject- 
matter  for  the  basis  of  future  charges;  that  if  they  are  of  sufficient  im- 
Eortance  the  charge  should  be  made  at  once,  or  else  the  premises  are 
)st.     Why  did  not  Colonel  McClellan  make  an  official  charge  at  San 
Antonio  ?     There  was  certainly  sufficient  time,  during  the  period  of  our 
stay  there,  for  all  business  of  the  kind  ;  and  I  should  have  been  afforded 
an  opportunity,  if  it  were  required,  of  summoning  any  persons  it  might 
be  deemed  necessary  for  the  support  of  my  case,  should  it  have  as- 
sumed a  formidable  cnaracter  before  a  court  of  inquiry. 

Colonel  McClellan  has  held,  according  to  his  own  statement,  the 
voucher  or  vouchers  alluded  to,  since  we  left  Victoria;  and  now,  at 
this  late  date,  for  purposes  best  known  to  himself,  he  makes  an  insinu- 
ation which,  if  there  were  any  true  grounds  for  even  in  his  own  mind> 
w^ould  stain  him  with  dishonesty,  lor  retaining  information  from  the 
proper  authorities  which  would  tend  to  injure  their  interests,  thus  vir- 
tually conniving  at  that  which  he  so  severely  reprehends. 

I  will  merely  ask,  what  would  have  been  the  course  of  conduct 
adopted  and  pursued  by  an  honest  and  honorable  man,  on  finding  a 
paper  of  the  importance  with  which  these  have  been  invested?  Would 
ne  not  have  returned  them  to  their  owner,  particularly  if  he  was  aware 
of  the  proper  ownership?  Would  he  have  kept  them  hid,  and  manu- 
factured tnerefrom  false  conclusions,  to  be  held  "in  terrorem,"  with  the 
faint  hope  that  they  might  furnish  some  strength  for  the  advancement 
of  base  ulterior  views  ? 

The  conduct  and  words  of  Colonel  McClellan  speak  for  themselves ; 
but  you  will  correcdy  say  that  none  of  these  explain  why  vouchers 
should  be  signed  in  blank ;  and  I,  unfortunately,  can  only  jay  that  the 
exigencies  of  some  particular  cases,  in  business  matters,  may  render 
necessary,  and  justify  the  signing  of,  blank  vouchers,  as  for  example  in 
the  case  of  L.  C.  Childers,  of  San  Antonio,  who  furnished  saddles  and 
other  horse-equipments  of  an  extravagant  material  to  persons  attached 
to  the  party  of  Colonel  McClellan,  and  upon  his  order,  but  who  could 
not,  and  cannot  yet,  get  paid  for  the  same.  And  why  ?  Because  the 
price  necessarily  charged  for  the  same  rendered  it  unjust  and  improper 
for  the  commission  to  pay  for  them,  as  this  department  was  able  and 
ready  to  procure  articles  of  equal  utility  at  half  the  price. 

L.  C.  Childers,  being  unable  to  get  his  money  in  San  Antonio,  au- 
thorized me  to  act  as  his  agent  for  the  collection  of  the  debt  at  El  Paso; 
and  that  a  proper  voucher  might  be  transmitted  to  Washington,  if  it 
should  be  found  that  you  would  pay  the  account  on  presentation, 
blank  vouchers  were  placed  in  my  hands,  to  be  filled  up  at  their  pay- 
ment. Those  blank  vouchers  alluded  to  you  have  seen,  and  at  the 
same  time  declined  paying  the  account,  which  still  remains  unsettled* 
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Let  us  suppose  that,  by  accident,  those  blank  vouchers  should  be  lost 
by  me,  ancl  found  again  by  Colonel  McClellan :  I  presume  they  would 
be  considered  additional  weight  for  his  cause. 

If  the  vouchers  spoken  of  by  the  Colonel  are  original  ones,  I  have  no 
present  recollection  of  them,  and,  consequently,  have  every  right  to 
doubt  their  originality  until  they  be  presented  for  inspection,  and 
proved  to  be  oi  my  originating. 

Blank  vouchers  were  always  lying  upon  my  table  at  Victoria, 
ready  for  immediate  use ;  and  any  designing  person,  that  was  so  dis- 
posed, might,  in  my  absence,  have  purloined  any  number  of  them, 
or  one  or  two  might  have  been  blown  from  the  table  bj-  the  strong 
current  of  wind  which  was  not  unusual  in  the  part  of  the  building 
where  I  was ;  and  thus  being  found  from  their  place,  was  appropriatea 
for  future  purposes. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MYER, 
Quartermaster  U.  S,  and  M>  Boundary  Commission. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

U.  S»  Commissioner. 


ERRATUM. — The  third  sentence  of  the  second  paragraph  of  Colonel  Graham's  letter,  at 
page  333,  should  read  thus,  viz:  ^    • 

•*  You  will  see  that  General  Cond?,  notwithstanding  the  a^eement,  in  joint  nneeting,  that 
Mr.  Salazar  should  co-operate  with  me  in  the  work  on  the  Rio  (^rande,  afterwards  wrote  to 
him  not  to  go  on  with  that  survey  till  after  his  (General  Cond€'s)  return  here  in  Januar 
next."  &c.,&c. 
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